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The~nrzilihstitute of Sbciai ‘Studies Trust:

Introducing Ourselves

Background

* The Institute of Social Studies Trust (ISST) founded
in.1964 as a non-profit, private research organisa-
tion was registered as a Trust in 1980, It trustees

are drawn from the fields of social action, health -

and publlshmg During the first ten. -years since ns‘—‘

inception, ISST conducted studies dnd surveyson

cooperative devetopment plan

-velopment orientsd towards develdpmént wnth .

equity and the elimination of paverty.

Address by'DevakiA-‘.‘."Jéin at the Bangalore
_meeting on August 21, 1984,

We are a small registered society devoted to re-
search as well as activism. We started | in Delh: but
we have a branch in| Bangalore and a mucthsmals
fer informal unit in Caleutta, We have ng énﬁow-‘f
ment grant and therefare do not claim to beanes- :
tablishment = that, means we finance ourseives

with a flow of contracts or grantstoimplementcer-

tain projects. Thereferé " agam we have what is

called informal employment, not all the benefits of +

scicial security.
This is not unusual in Indaa where we aII thed y
see groups emergmg vecause of some <ol
ment, surviving with this kind of ad hoc fu&
- and even dissclving if, entherthey find that thEya
no't*able 1o raise the resources or the mdwlﬂua

separate‘for professmnal or |deolog;cal reason L

“We. have Joften discussed this issue amongsfour-
Selves and. we tend. Je hold the opinion that we

would nbt like o become an estabhshment. Many -

. of us arg'in. sntuatlons whére we cannot commlt‘to

work for onelnstatutlonforalongtlme (forexample .

G

the unmarried women may move when married,
married wormen may maove with their husbands,

- the. women with new born babies may like o

choose ihe:r hours of work). We have provided all
thege forrns of flexibility 1o ourselves. As cf today
we are 25 about 9 men and 18 women of which
one might say =19 are professional and 6 are ad-
minjstrative, Even these lines are not formal — ma-
nyof out clencal staff are assigned to field work
and” do househofd survey, of project visits along

'-'wuth our profesalonal staff.

Apartfrom this kindof style of individual autono-

- My we, alsoenjoya certain type of group autonomy

by not bécomlng an establishment. We are able to
take quigk-detisions because there is no decision

making regi i ances, allowances, are decid-
ed by the cocidinates for each project.
Our experienc M working In this style has been

quiet pleasant so farbecause we have limited cur-
se]\ces toa few areas of research and activism,
r‘n@ﬂniy oongfsimg of wornen workers from the poo-
restis maf»ad‘d ECOF}OLT‘:IG Classes — basically sta-
ugal work 20 ggymeré’tjon design of survey as
e as the seﬁ”ng 2y ‘of*atleas: four mass based

Wi, Eabourers with ‘workshops and

moferane for cha‘ngmg pollcy By and large we

research and econom|c or—

We have hardly dornie dny work on socnologuoal

'anthropoioglcal or po]ltncak or cultural aspects of

wornens condmo' in. ind|a.




have done work in these fields and we continue to
compliment each other,  would mention here spe-

cifically the Centre for Women's Development Stu-

dies associated with Dr. Vina Mazumdar and the
SNDT Women's Studies Unit, associated with
Dr.Neera Desai, The former has a special interest
in political as well as developmental issues, the lat-
-terin sociolegical and aiso developmental issues.

- We are now being called Intermediate organi=

" sations, Research organisations which moderatée
between grass roots activists orimplementcors and
the policy programme fund raising — or political
formations. We are not usually national organisa-
tions though we may be the members of many
such crganisations e.g. B

ISST is a member of the .

(&} All india Women's Conference’

(b} Family Planning Association of India -
{¢) indian Association of Women's Studtes
{d) Indian Adult Education Assocratron

We are members of lntematronal and Nat;ortat )

Women's networks such ag'”

— WY Tribune

— PAWF. (Pacific and Asian Women s Forum)

— ELW.LG, (Economists mtereste;d in Women's
. groups) i

— Gandhian Women's Groups"

— SEW.A. Self Employed Women S Aesocratron

We are providing umbrellg, serwces tb ab0ut 20

local women's groups dnd: areL conhrtuous[y wi- |

dening that net.
Our Dethi Oﬁlce is m

well as primary data, We have a oo‘ﬂ :
which is now a free publlc IrbraryfF
leagues't i women's reses|
is the. best collection in ]ndla of economlr‘:espects
of Indizn women's conditions. R

We are trying to prepare 2 fu[l fist of our catalo-
gue to supply a bibliography on women's wirk

v dta has taken an initiative which ! think is innova-

. ;-m othctal country peper being written by a group .
- "of nom-officials, ..

have fold ue'thatthts '

collected beth from our library which is the predo-
minant collection and other libraries and centres of
research and pubiications, Government and Non-

Governmental agencies in india.

We have alsc tried o collect reports, papers, self

, descripticn of other Indian Centres of women's re-

search and action.

Other Institutions

I must mention here the other Institutions which
have made this meeting possicle:

l. M.A. Singamma Sreenivasan Foundation— this
building and 1.6 acres of land belong to this Foun-
dation. 't was started by my parents, who wish fo

legate their house 1o a public purpose, which inc-

Iudcs the advancement of women.

' »_2 Chrrstran Mzchelsen Institute in Bergen Nor-_,
ay., All of you'! krtow from the Project Document

that the first- mtnatlve 0 move along this project
was taken by the CM.L. even though | had written
about the idea both to the United Nations, as well

‘as to the Ford Foundatlon as far back as in 1983

January, ) : r.:

3. Ancther participating Institution Is the Ford
Found_atxon They have co-opted this project as

- ene of their activities for 1985 preparation, helped

us to mobtllze a wide range of institutions, in the
U;tlted Nations as well as regional and national as
well as the expenses for this meeting

4. The fourth collaboratmg tnstltutaon is the Gover-
nment of India
The Women's Bureau of the Government of in-

"

In & way India is doing at the National level what
we, as & group, are tfying to do at the International

level. The Women's Bureau has allotted funds for ®

gathering these chapters and we as an Institute, e
have been asked to do two. chapters one on wo-
men's empigyment and cne on the" 1nst|tuttonal

basis for the promotion of women’s development.

Panels at Nairobi |

This meeting proposes:
(a) To chalk out the next few months of work

(o) To identify writers for the final paper and pre-

pare budget proposals for panels.

Buring my visit to New York, | metamongst oth- .

ers, Christine Timothy who is Liaison Officer in
ECOSCC in New York, Incharge of Women's af-
fairs. In a discussion with her, sha expressed the
view that UN documents - evaluate: UN expe-
riences, couniry documents usually evaluate
Government efforts. She felt there was still a need
1o bring together & collection of other material,

which analyses the totality of women’s expenence.'

of development. Totally in the sense that it is not

tions but the whole political, cultural historical ex-r

periences. It seems therefore that thereisa gap-‘

which we can fill.

While | have presented this" pro;ec:t for your cen-’

elderatlon and cooperatlon | miust share with you®
my deep sense of concern at political develop-
ments in India even as we gather here today. There

_ is violence and disturbance on our bordérs — as
for example, with 8ri Lanka. The scene atthe mter’-

national level is not less distressing. F?e,glons are

'no more than geegraphical boundaries, ie. they

are not pelitically, socially or even culturally homeo-
genous any more. Take the example of India — to-
day there is tension in its reiations with Sri Lanka
and Pakistan. Similarly take Vietnam and China.

Thus the concept of Regions being represent
tive begins to crack. Yet regions have some culfi

ral homogeneity which needs to be strengthened
for peace and unity,

Within and outside of all this, it seems to me
there: ls"somethlng called women’s culture and
womens expefiences. | see an identity between
Saira, @ womnan workerfrom Abmedabad and ana-
therlike her from Latin America or North Africa. It is

- this women's culture that can perhaps provide the. -
heairng touch, the hand that binds tedays divided -
almostfragmented globe, to workforanew peace- .

ful equitable order.
| have developed some of my hopes in the
CECD/DAQ (given in Paris in 1983 by me) lecture

.. which we clrculated 1o all of you. Many persons
have responded 1o this paper with warmth.and

:deo[oglcal identity.
I would like to recall here that one of the aims of

only economi, rtotonIyGovernrnentorUmted Na- o _j'our meetmg s that after we make a review of the

little cha.;r tat is: already available on Women (as

_for example feviewed in the Land/Bleie bibliogra-

phy) wetryto previde a framework for the final pap-

.+ er:We ther share parts of this framewsrk amongst
. ourselves.for wrttrng .
Give th_at this is the aim of this gathering or

. I"propese the foi lowing four heads.

1. The poiltlcal frame and development experi-

bufture
h find that by reid ewmg the comments by several
friends, one Can'group together under these four

;_;%But | am,eure th’at we w| {come to better catego-
', atton at the ertd of ihe Workshop




There have been two world cohfersnces on
women ~ 1975 in Mexico and 1980 in Copenha-
gen. Each of these has been a milestone not only

in creating amaongst wormen an awareness about | -
women, but also in creating interventions in the; '
‘econemic and political syslems. There +is” an .
increasing trendtomsstthahmpact onwomen be e

examined or concerns of women be con5|dered in
policies, programmes and projects. These con-
cerns and many others like them at sub-~global le-
vels have also begin to create a cerain unity
amongst wormen; Belng formations on behalf of

women, there is certam homogeneily, a sense of

feminist consciousness.
However, it is also a fact that the conferences
continue 10 break into what could be called con-

ventional formations. For example, the” ‘inter-go- -

vernmental official conference tends {o réflect the

"kind of political divisions which can be anticipated

inany global conference — capitalist and socialist;
white and coloured; the division in the Gulf; the
group of 77 and the rest and so ¢n. This is not sur-

prising because issues which divide the g!ooe i,

this way also concern women. Womerl are &ls
partof the societies which articulate the kind of opi

nicns or belief system or value system’ whreh

creates these separations.

At the non-governmental conferenceés, oalled -

theTribune in Mexico and the Forum in Copenha-
gen, other forms of mobilization take place: There
are the groups arpuhd women's studies, around
blackness, around devélopment sectors such as
health, employrnent educat:on and so many cther
issues. These groups. express women's interest
sometimes as a class. a race or a polical align-

‘ment. Here too, the politics of the world find their
. way, and while many steps forward are taken, the
.- harddines of division persist and separate women.

" Both at Mexico and Copenhagen women have

.. o logether as an identifiable legitimate global-
iy dispersed category, desiring attention and a

piarforrn _but have gone away leaving a doubt
about the deoth of this identity, its legitimacy for
stnvival'across the usual stratifications.

* How'to bring about the kind of increased cons-

“ciousness and solidarity of formation? & would re-

quire sélidarity that’goes beyond the inherited
bases.of formation and division. It would have to

- provide a theory which cuts across other stratifica-

tions. It would, at one and the same time, have to
see the orob[em of gender and of other categoties
used in analysis of inequality.

The price of development

One way of cuttlng across and looking for this
“cemmon tuﬁ"' 18 fo iook at “development” or what
even called “‘progress " There has been a large
k%) ume af documentatlon that has emerged espe-~

'Claily m’.the Ifsm decade which tries to examine the

rmpa.ct of~cl‘eve10pment on women. There are ma-

Y fop’ns?m which this body of docurnentation can

e_classifed, Ve
"'I'here.t:en béthe hlstonoal trend anafys:s show-

’ ing, for example-\thatcenaln types of technological

or legislative change}h,ave drastically zffected wo-
men. Thare are plais which are project-specific
such asanarea development or product develog-
ment programmes wh\ch unintentionally worsen
the situation ofwornen and other less ernpowered
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greups. Then there are averall policies such as ex-
part promation or provision of army bases which
have their own impact on the situation of women,
Many of these policies or programmes affect men,
wornen and children across class.

In other words, there s a maze of issues and dif-
ferential impacts. It is important fo cut through this
maze and see what kingds of philosophies, of deve-
lopment  strategles, of implementation ap-
proaches appear explicitly detrimental to- (a) the

poor, {B) the poor and women, and () women
alone. Are there a few specific identifiable items ..

which could be called “the bad development
package?" Analyzing the process, is it possible to
identify philosophies, processes; starlegies, poli-

cies, programmes, even DFOJ(-ECtS their organize-
tion and style which seem-to create the kind.of.

~ equality that would lead t¢ harmeny and justice? If
it were possibie to go beyond the Usual techmqee,
of putting the blame on capitalism of socialish but.,
rather on resource transfers and strategies’ whrch'
keep women in certain unequal positions, thig type i

of analysis might provide a less confined base for

interest formation and sclidarity at the. Nairobi. .
meeting and beyond. This shiyld be the pbject of” -
+ the synthesis and analysis excteise proposed e~

rein.

. Several agencies and aoademlcs have been :

talked to: .

- Schelars and Institutions in Indre =

— Scholars and Institutions overseas. ‘

— U.N. Agencies and individuals in New York,
— Indian Government officials and the committze
for preparing India's Country paper for 1985

Responses of all these persons have been that.

such a synthesis paper will be valuable. \

The idea is that at the beginning of the decade .
Ester Boserup and Lilliehcratiz did -a ‘small book -

called Integrating Womerr in Deveippment whlch

towards the end had sorrie’ gurde!mes cn how t9

" integrate women in development x

At'the end of the decade | in 1985 |t séems lm“ i

portant to ask, “integrate women butin to What
kind of development? and w:th what inntovations
or philosophy or strategy?”; -
The modalities

The Institute of Social Studies Trust wil take
+, responsibility for steering the, project and provid-
iing overall coordination. The project's first stage

jnvolvee assembEmg and cater;onzmg available
i

“documentation concerning the gender and class

conseguences of different development strate-
gies. This process will begin with a review of exten-
sive annctated bibliographigs of the material avail-

- able from different sources, in the form of case stu-

dies, project raports, studies and academic re-

. 8garch, etc, striving to assess the material's qual-
“ity In terms of analytical strength and reliabitity of -
. information. These materials and the first rough
- dssgssment would then provide the base for the

. supsequent more detailed classification of the

“knowledge base” and analysis of alternative de-
velopment strategies and trends,

The Ohnstlan Michelsen Institute in Bergen,
Norway has generously provided the humar: and
institutionial resources for preparing this first scan.

- Ms. Ragnhild Lund and Miss Toni-Bleie and two
.- “ather researchers have prepared amonograph -
"‘Gender relations; the Missing Link in. the Deve- _;
opment Puzzle” over the months Januery to May i

84. Ms. Lund had a meeting with the Indian core

‘group which ISST convened to coordinate the pro-
. ject from India m_Banganre on.June 13-14 to dis-
. cuss her preparatory work. F
.. The second step would be'to sort out the as--

sembled documentation inté' categories, so it
could be desegregated and made available for
ana!ysrs oy those mdlvtduais and, ingtitutions
working on various aspects of the overall project.
Individuals have been identified for an Advisory
Committee as well as suppor‘ting resource per-
sonnel (See List 5). These pereons represent bet-
ween themselves the requisite disciplinary, geo-
graphic, and experiential range as well as instituti-
onal affillations for a project of this scope.

The Advisory Committee would identify 2 small
drafting committee of “writers” to take responsibil-
ity'for préparing working drafts of the overviews
peper The successive drafts would be reviewed
by Advrsory Committee members, and wouid Slso
be circulated more widely for comment, to énsure

that the 30-40 page document adequately reflects .

differing perspectives, bases of prevailing diffe-
rences in political ideclogy, religion, colour and

economic interest. These drafts.\rvould provide the ©

basis for discussions aimed at identifying both
“pad" and “good” development packages or stra-

tegies. Tha writing team would weave these com- -

ments into a final draft of the working paper which -
would be printed in a compact and attractive for-
mat and circuiated very wade[y before andatthe of-
ficial co_nference as well as'et the NGCconference.

1

A Tremendous Response -

Dr (Mrs) Zubeida M. Ahmad, 5
Rural Employment Policies Branch,
Employment and Development Depariment,
ILO — GENEVA

“The meetmg should discuss the need for poor
rural women to form their own solrdarrty groups™
and for outside aid to be given through sueh- box.
dies — other issue is that of income genetdting
projects — do they have an economic basis or do-
they resuitin further marginalizing women? Final-"-
ly, thei issue ofwomens rights inland, as related {o * -

women's status, productlon credit, improved in- .
.Credlt"

puts, family weifare, level of nutrition, etc.”
Dorienne Wilson-Smillie, R
Director,.

Women & Development Programme
‘Human Resourcés Deveiopment Group
Commonwealth Secretanat

LONDON

“ am very ‘In-teres.t‘ed in your idea of a resource
team to pull together platforms and overviaw pap-

» 218 on development for women, for presentationor .

at least to influence the world conference -l

- would be most useful if we coulq worktogether on ..

bibliographic reference review and. synthesis of

existing matenals — we can also feed in some of

the concerns and pricrities and strategies that we
hope 1o begin to develop at our October meeting. |
have therefore, reserved some funds for an analy-
sis of the U.N. questionnaire at national level so
that Governments can ’begr’n to discuss which

- strategies have worked, where the gaps are, and

'__Iopment of requisite documentation -
-against woermen — The problems of young women

come together to agree on commonwealth plat-
forms and to suggest some positive strategies to-

wards 2000 "

‘Office of the Common Wealth Secretary General

Marlborough House, Pall Mall — LONDON
Minlstars responsible for women's affairs should

‘meet in Nairobi on the eve of the 1985 World Con-
. Terence to réview and appraise the Achievements

of the United Nations Decade for wormen - deve-
Viclence

- .particuldrly relating to employment -~ Wornen and

Lourdes Arizpe

EL COLEFI® DE MEXICO, AC.
Caminc Al Ajusce No. 20
Cadige Postal. 01000

Mexico. DF

Ul give you sgme dea of what 1, and others in Latin

: merica, .ﬁave thmkmg about women and deve-

lopment«l found your paper very rich In strands
that"must be follewed up; you touch on all basic
pomts about what we have learned about women

\—andﬁevelopment inthe pastten years. And | was
: mterested in. your ‘staterment that we must create a
| .capabity in’ ar “alternative paradigm, smce sC

mugh of our sffortof the past years has not in its
end result, rnuch rmproved poor women's life con-
dmons Would not calt ita paradigm, since this im-
pl|es & that we heed formiutate elternatwe policies
of development, and a strong opposrtron toongo-
ing wars threats of war, issues, although | agree

I



thatthe issues, rather the specific immediate goals

of women's mobilisations in different countries, are”
different, it is not cnly in the methodologies where
we can agree on common strategies, but alse in
evolving a model of society towards which all
these different strategies are pointing, it should be
possibie to state a few principles and Institutions
that would ensure compatible yet equal partner-
ships between men and women within a macros-
cale social system, and which could be agreed on
. by different cullures. The immediate task, shoulds~
" be to identify such universal principles. The paper
very well brings out, this cannot be done outslde:
the context of the macro issues of the present in-
ternational order, What we oppose the utopic
points in the horizon towards whi ch we want to
move must be specified — we have left out of our

analysis on women one basic cofiponent, that is,

power. How are we as women, going to confront
such adament structures? How can we as wo-
men, gain more than the token positlon if we don't
tackle the mainstream problems confronting our |
societies? So | agree with you, develop alternative -

models at same time, strategies, which are noton-

iy micro, fragmented, and chy for women.”

Neuma Aguiar
Rio De Janeiro
R.l. Brasil

"l believe this can be a most important initiative
since it may conduct discussions in a profitable
manner, avoiding a danger that is always latent in
ary world conference, when issues can always be-

come oriented to world conflicting views instead of

being focused on common problems that unite
women, not clearly assess women and develop-
ment projects or assessing developmg proj ecis
and their consequences for low income wemen, —
many nations generally nave wwde ~development
projects or pclicies which affect " low income
women, This is the case of an areain Brazil a sugar
producing area begins to manufacture alcchol,
women conlingent who are having their working
hours highly intensified. Another example Angola
emphasis on large scale pro_du_'ct\’on by men — re-
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lative towomen in wage generating again inthe ur-

ban areas, while the fields are left with more wo-
men than men, take cases that can serve to ana-
lyse the effect of development on women of both
capitalist and sccialist countries, another major
area of analysis is social security.”

Peggy Antrobus
Tuter/Co-ordinator
Women & Development Unit

- Extra Mural:Department

St. Michael, Barbados

“Your paper ‘Development as if Women Matie-
red..." has held my attention as no other document
on the subject has ever done except forthe work of

-your group to Forurn "85 Caroline Pezzulle when
. Caroline invited me to prepare the papers that it
"should be ce-authorised by members of your' -
- group Iwould therefore like to invite youtobeaco-

author of the NGO paper with them, — a visit to the

islands of Antigua and Nevis. Your address read
against this back-ground underlines the contra-

dictions and incongruities of my situation here in

- Nevis. The descendant of slaves a guest in the
- great House build with the blood, sweat and tears

of my ancestors sign of progress? There is now
also a new enslavement o be resisted — that of the
few who have ‘made it’ through education and
training (the new elite), who are in danger of being
seduced by the privileges that go with our status —
your Address confrents me with the truth these ef-
forts will most likely be meaningless — unless we
get to the ideological, philosephical basis for our
work. | find myself wishing that | had the time and
words to challenge their thinking in the way that
Chariotte Bunch and the Bangkok Mesting in
1978 did mine. It represents the beginning of my
own reassessment of the goals of Equality Deve-
lopment and Peace-and traces the shifts in my un-
derstanding of the issugs. Pat Ellis’ paper on the

Rose Hall project and to follew later my paper on
"~ how his type of project might link the micro to

macro levels — directly ({through interaction bet-
weaen comrnunity, programme managers/com-
munity workers and pol |cy makers). My reflection

e

‘Ashes’ (very incomplete, a first cut, tentative, a
working draft; a work in progress...) written in the
immediate aftermath of the U8 intervention/inva-
sion of Grenada when the search for ‘lessons’
seemed urgent and imperative. !t reflects your
conclusion that the answer lies in part In a better
understanding of our history.”

Robin Morgan

" New York NY 10018

" “Women-~defined Global Strategy but a develop-

ing and networking of ideas and tactics, Sister-

- hood is Global Contributors, “think tank” seminar

"to take place in 1984, consisting primarily of
wenty-five of the women who already share a con-.
text and “sense of farnily” via their involvemnent as.
contributors to the anthelogy. The Strategy Meet- -
ing could issue a Position Paper containing con-"
crete, proposals which respect the myriad. diffex
rences in women's status worldwide but gain ef-’
fectiveness through sensitivity to the similarities in -

women's global conditions. Novernber 10/1 1,the
disbursement of the Position of women paper

through aiready expressedly receptive channels

in the United Nations System, through Women's
Bureaus ofthe Participants’ organisations, or other
channels to be mutually agreed upon, & perman-
ent ingtitute of International Women's Affairs, Pur-
sue formal classification Non Government Orgahi-
zation.”

AK. Sen
All Souls
Qxford )

“Conflicts of interest between men and women are
very unlike other conflicts such as class conflicts.
Aworker and a capitalist do not typically live toge-

" therunderthe same roof sharing concerns and ex-

periences and acting jointly. This aspect of "toge-

 therness” gives the sex conflict some very special
“sharacteristics.”

“While sefious conflicts of interest may, in fact,
be involved, the nature of the family organization
requires these co'sj_fl_icts te be moulded in a general
format of co-operation, with conflicts treated as ab-
berrations and deviant behaviour.”

" “There are, as may well be expectad, quite differ-
ent frends in différent pars of the world and also
differénces between the sectors.”

“Howaver, there are certain distinet patterns that
can be observed over broad regions, and of the
patterns that seem to involve a considerable dis-
placement of womeﬁ with technological/moderni-
sation in many pamofthe developing world. Ester
"Boseup's (1870) ploneenng study had drawn at-

.-tention to the effects -of economic development

and modernisation_ on the economic position of
wornen, and recently more cause for concetn have
been found In observed patterns of displacement
of women from very many different parts of the de-
veloping world."




The Bangalore Gfoup: The Genesis

The Bangalore Branch of the institute of Social Stu-
dies Trust (ISST), in collaboration with the MA. Sin-
gamma Sreenivasan Foundation, hosted the first

meeting of the Adviscry Committee, (between

18th and 24th August, 1984) on the preparation-of ‘_

an overview for a ‘Platform’ paper cn develop- L

ment, to mark the end of the Decade.

This Advisory Committee was formed by Devakr"'"

Jain, Director of ISST in consultation with several "

individuals, Institutions and Agencies both in India )

and in international networks, The members of the
Committes were chosen from the point of view of
being well-established and recognised writers with’
a research base, if pessible linked to Institutions,
though not necessarily sc. The cther criterion used
for sefection was specialization in particula; fields,

gecgraphical location such as representatxon from 4

every continent.

The purpose of the meeling, in fact of the whole
project, was to see if women from diverse per-
spectives can find a unifying platform. The final
objective of the process being to produce or write
a paper/monograph/track book/statement which
could not enly be circulated widely during the UN

-and NGO networks before and at the World Con-
ference to be held In Nairobi in July 1985, to mark

. the end of the decade; but also to provide a tasis

for women to speak with a.unified voice on at least

"somme issues inthe decadeto fo'l!o,\_:v. and more am-

.« bitiously for women to change the world for the

L

better.

The project is meant to be global in its scope
and to focus on development experience in the
broadest sénse. ltalso intends to cover the experi~
-ence not merely in the decade butacrgss a broad-

aF

er span of relevant history. -

The project is intended to use a process of con-
sultation and dralogue and search for unity. Thus it
is designed 1o adopt a methodology which would

- allow different perspectives to be debated, diffe-

rences to be stated and worked on, such thatwhen

‘ the paper is fmaIHy written it has- already add-

ressed itself to what would normally be expressed
ina global meeting of women representmg diver-
sity of every kind.

In order to check out on the interest in and the
validity of such a précess with such an objactive,
letters were written’to the committee members.

" Two documents were-alse circulated in advance

80 that invitees give aconsidered reaction on how
far they would be committed 10 such a preject
The two documents were:

1. “Development as if wormen mattered” or "Can
women build a new paradigm?” (i) A leciure
given by Devaki Jain at the OECD/CAC Wo-
men's Correspondence group.on January
26, 1983, This paper attempted to synthesise
documents available in India on both general
development projects and specific women's
projects; as well as documents generated by

. the expert- group,meeting held in Vienna in
1982, (288 Wwell as evaluation/impact stu-
dies prepared by every doncr country from
the North including Japan, Australia and
World Bank.

2. Gendar Relation: “The Missing link in the

Development Puzzle” — A selected and an-
notated Bibliographic Guide to Theoretical
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efforts and South Asian Experiences, by Tone
Bleie and Ragnhild Lund — Christian Michel-
sen Institute, Famoftveren 38, N-5036 Fantoft,
Norway.

This biblicgraphic review was also circulated to
show that there was much more literature that

view this material they could further expand on the

kind of exercise that was contained in the Paris lec-"

ture, draw out the inferences both for the negative
analysis as well as creating.a positive outlook
Those to whom these letters and papers were
sent responded with great sincerity and enthu-
stasm. Everyone of the recipients of these letters

not only agreed to serve on the Commmee but- .
also mentioned that this kind of exercise is what-n :

they felt was necessary and important before ‘at
and beyond Nairobi. Many of therm had already
worked on similar papers W|th very. similar pre-
mises.

Thus all the twelve mvmees agreed 1o serve on
the Committee. An Indian Stéering Committee was
formed in order both to assistthe ISSTin preparing
forand conducting the meeting as well as the pro-
ject, as well as to give the global advisory commit-
tee an opportunity to meet a wider net-work of per-
sons in India.

Another process thal was followed was to dig-
cuss the project with several groups, institutions
and agencies both in India and abroad all of whom
endorsed the activity as one of great urgency and
importance.

Thus in the first meeting in Bangalore eight
members of the Advisory Committee were present
and there were seven special invitees represent-

ing both the Indian Steering Commmee aswellas -

activists. 3

The meeting started with th @rival of partic-
pants and a dinner on August ‘Ich and ended with
the departure of participants on the August 24th
evening,

Some participants stayed on fot 2 few more

days both to visit projects as'well as to helpinthe

preparation of follow Up papers and projects. ‘
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A meeting with a difference

The time table of the meeting and the Format were
designed in order to facilitate conversation and
discussion in depth. Thus an environment was
chosen, namely, MA. Singammal Sreenivasan
Foundation premises which has a spacious setof

need to be examined and reviewed, |t was felt that ™ - o0ms, opening into a large garden of trees with 2

if a group of women writers/researchers could ro-

lake at the end of the garden,

Participants were seated in a ciroular formation
ag in.a draw;ng room without any table, micro-
phong orname—tags There was a display of relev-
ant documentation in an adjolning roomwith addi-
tional tablés arranged for display materials that
were brought by the participants. Another adjoin-
ing room was a, lounge for persons to rest or refax
durang the meating, The front verandah also be-

came a space for communication and the garden :
- ditrécted walks,
“There was no allocation of Chairpersons or at-
. “logation of rofes such as discussant. The discus-

- sion went on and on through lunch and other

" breaks with different individuals playing leader-

ship roles ofter by request from others, orthrough
a natural process.

From the very first day, lsisure activities were or-
ganised, a folk play built around a woman, shop-
ping and sight seeing. Thus within the first cne-

. andvahaﬁ days most of the persans who had

corr;re*’From outside Bangalore and outside India
had a sense of peace that they had seen some of
the city, the shops, the cuiture of Bangaiore. .

By Tuesday morning there was so much zest wi-
thin the meeting, to make it significant and produc-
tive that no breaks were possibie almost to the

very end. Many of the sight-secing ideas and visit .
ideas were voluntarily rejected oy the participants.

A new spirit of unity -

Every member of the group mrentioned thes S|gm~
ficance of the Format and the environment in de-
velopmg a sense of uninhibited and affectidnate

‘communication at the meeting. Inspite of diffe- -

rencesin race, in religion, in politics, in culture and

tin expenence the grdup becametotally umted wi-_ ¥

sy

thin the first two days. United in its determination to
share this kind of possibility with other women of
the worid. In other words, to carry through the aims
of this project as a collective effort, Coming toge-
ther then without hierarchy, without host and
guest, without a sense that the Project belonged to

. anindividual or an Institution created a spirit){vhere
each member of the group worked on the process ~

with total commitment and genume collecnvcty
was born.

The ISST shared all details of the, F'rcuec:t includ-
ing the budget, the availability of the respurces as
well as its desire te have the Project adopted by
others and carried through to Mairobi.

Extracts were made cf all the letters and re-
sponses received from invitees and these were
circulated. So also, certain relevant papers whlch
ware brought into a volume,

The meeting in Bangalore further affirmed the

need for such a process to work out the modalj‘fy'

for continuing the Project. It set for itself the task

of identifying areas of interest which needed to .

be referred to in the paper. The main headings
being:

— Women's Experiencee of Development  (The
Past)

— The Globa! Crisis (The.Present)
— The Visicon (The Future)

The group also developad the idea of generating a

series of Panels at Nairobi one following the cther
on the same theme, the sequance rhé_ant to reflect
the process followed in Bangalore; namely to de-
-~velop a particular design after four days of dialo-

T gue,

The Panels and Convenors were:

- D= Zub.eida Ahmed (Pakistan) — Women's
.Experience of Development (The Past)

— Dr. Neuma Aguiar (Brazal) = The Crisis (The
Present)

— Df. Fatima Mernissi (Morocco) — The Vision
(The F-'Lfture)

.

" ..Since the meeting endofsed the acijvity ang the

activity was adopted by the group, the Advisory
Committee as such was dissolved and the proc-
ess has started of affirming the group composed
of those persens at Bangalore, as well as some
additicns, who would now be responsible for,rthls
work programme, ]

The group nominated an organising commitiee
{to continue and further strengthen its work pro-
gramme) of the foilowing persons:

— Gita Sen
- Peggy Antrobus
— Achola Pala Okeyo
— Devaki Jain .

It also norninated Dr. Gita Sen to be the main writer
and focal pointin New York for the project tifl Janu-
ary- ‘1985

o The-group also selected ISST to be the Secreta-
fiat-for its activities. The Secretariat would —

— Circulate a News letter on the progress of the
Project

— develop a broad-based documentation centre
to all the informaticn that would be collected in
this process, and

— be the implementing agency for a global pro-
Ject that the group would propose which would
include “the various items for the work pro-
gramme.

Work Programme

The group decided that the entire group need not
meet again till March 1985. The date that was most
suitable 1o the participants present was March 25,
26, 27 and 28. This meeting would be held l_n
Bergen, to be hosted by Christian Michelsen [nsti-
tute which had already agreed to do so.

An interim meeting would be held in New York
roup's members will be in New
York for ancther activity during November 12-20,
1984, .

Atthe moment the funding for the Project, espe-
cially for the Bangalore meeting has been dene by

" the Ford Foundation; New York. The budget does

notinclude Paneis at Nairobi or a global secretariat
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or preparation of further documertation and the
establishment of the documentation centre espe-
claflyforthis Project, Norare there enocughfunds to
..cover fickets for Bergen, as we had hoped. Funds
: havebee'n kept aside for Gita Sen’s New York czll,
Thig'i |s one of the reasons why it was decided
that the group itself will propose & new project with
a rnew budget and individual members of the
group would work towards support for the expen-

diture. They would report to ISST Delhi and Gita,

‘Sen as the project advances.

Dr. Zubgida Ahmed and Dr. Geertje Llycklama,
were nominated to work on the global project,

After the meeting concluded in Bangalore, & few
of the participants and invitees visited Delhi arda
Concluding Session was held at the ISST's Delhi
Office. The purpose was 1o finalise the frame- -
work for the presentation to be made at the NGO
forum at Nairobi and to chalk cut the organisati-
onal process and details necessary between now
and the next meeting at Bergen in March for the
coordination of the different sections panels of the
pager.

At'the outset, Dr. Savane said that she just had
10 come back to India and would make a proposal
1o the Canadian CIDA to enable her to stay in India
for 3-4 weeks before the Nairoki conferenca to visit
projects and learn isssons for Africa, She would
like to establish a *Solidarity with India’ group.

The meeting thentook up the following aspects:

Organisation and Secretariat

“Inview of the difficulties faced by the organisersin
Bangalore conference with regard to ticketing and
travel arrangements, Marj Angeligue Savane of-
fered the services of AAWORD to share the Secre-
tarial work, particularly the ticketing and travel as
they had a good trave! agent in Dzkar, and no

,Clearance problems. ISST would algo continug to
provide other secretariat facilities. |

Regarding the next meeting at Bergen in March

I the CMI'would provide boarding and lodging facili-

-
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ties and the perdiem could be decided on the ba-
sis of suitablity for Norway, in consultation with the
two representatives from Bergen. This could be $
20.00 per day for out of pocket expenses. Some
funding was necessary for Bergen meeting as well
as for a similar meeting for Marie and Gita to meet.

The group unanimously agreed that it was most

" important to maintain the continuity of the process

which had been begun in Bangalore, and to en-
sure a continuing commitment from the partici-
pants to the gctivities of the group. Ms. Savane
mentioned the importance of the Bangalore meet-
ing and felt that the manifesto which emerged out
of it would influence the whole debate at the Nai-
robi Conference.

The Advisory Committee could be enlarged
into a third.world ‘group’, to foster the growth of

collective leadership and conscicusness and.
. €o-opt other strong women and organisations
“into it

The names of varicus feminists were recom-
mended by the participants whe could join the
group and provide a strong representation from
their own countries. These were, eg. Lourdes
Arizpe, Magdalena Leon. L

Representatives would be:sought from China,
Phillipines and other South East Asian countries
aiso. Devaki Jain said that in'the Phillipines as the

* student groups were radical but the women's re-

presentatives were fairly conservative, it was im-
portant to get the right kind of representation.
Regarding the participation of women from the
West, Ms. Savane felt that after all it was difficult for
them to overcome their Western bias and identify-
ing with the Third Warlct feminists. The initiative-
must remain with the Third World group. *
Devaki Jain also suggested that each member
of the Committee should write up her own experi-
ence of the Bangalore Conference and send it
back 10 ISST and all the different views could be a
part of Gita Sen’s report, Rajani Alexander and Zu-

beida Ahmed had taken good notes of the plenary

session.
*

PR

—

-

Discovering New
Directions

In Bangalore, the panels had broadly béen divided
into three crisis. The Past: The present, The Future.,
The Second Panel would also include the cultural
dimension of the crisls i.e., a sub-pane! on revival-
ism as a consequence of the economic and politi-
cal crisis which could be done by Vina Das. Dr..
Mernissifelt that the — The past’ could also havea

section on culture and the effect of the crisis on cul-

ture {eq. revivalism). Neuma Aguiar had agreed to
coordinate this the Second panel, Zubeida Ahmed
the first.

Devika Jain expressed her fearthat if the panels
classifled as ‘social’, ‘cultural, ‘political’ were kept
too separately, the Impact and 'links’ would be lost.
Dr. Mernissi on the other hand felt that having all
the debate as part of one session would create
confusion, aithough she felt that there was no
ruch interlinkage between what Devaki Jain
calied the ‘cultural element of Palitics and the Poli-
tical elements of Culture’.

People should not have the cptien to select pa-
nels as it usually happens at conferences butfeela
commitment to.participate equally in the full deb-
ate across all the three panels and not separately.
The three panels could be all in the same day in
the same room, and be processed to fink with each
othar, The paper writers should also be ‘cluedin’to
this perspective. Dr. Mernissi especially felt that
the panel on ‘culture’ shouid be as strong as-that
on economics and this should be strongly broughnt

Tout in the later.

Devaki Jain pdinted out that feminist geono-

mists r?ad broken away frorn ‘male’ compartmen- -
* talisation and this ability tobreak outitself could be
" a definition of feminism. The p_aﬂelxcould be re-

named “The culural effects of the Economic
Crisis”, or "Cultural effects of Growth Oriented De-
velopment”, and the alternative cuitural visicn
would-have to be worked out.

-The scope of the social panel on Vision generat-

. ed much discussicn as to what should be the vi-

sion of a new society for a new woman and how
this could be promoted while Devaki Jain stressed
the importance of economic relationships and the
serious problems that development brought for
women, Dr. Mernissi felt that in order to make the
vision mest radical and creative it would need the

- co-option of a writer well versed in history, philoso-
phy, electronics, and at the same time a visionary
above all these disciplines.

Various names were suggested: Peggy Antre-
bus for ‘Develcoment’, Urusula Loya for her experi-
ence in science fiction. (nstitution of Social
Change, New York which had computed data
which could be profitably used). While a ‘Vision'
could not provide a conclusive discussion, a deb-
ate couid be introduced with ideas such as ‘why
family should be destroyed’, why centralism
should be destroyed, why violence should be des-
troyed efc.

Dr. Mernissi suggested conducting a survey to
prepare profiles of women in various representa-
tive occupationg such as typists, bureaucrats, up-
per class won']é'n', to get thelr views on an ideal fu-
ture. Questions could be on housing, food, em-
ployment and ali significant issues. Thus the opi-
nion of 1600 women could be used to initiate a
Hebate on a future vision. Teenagers could be
used for conducting the surveys.

The other participants, however, felt that this
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would require too much time and effort and ins-
tead Dr, Savane suggested indepth interviews
with women (Dr Mernissi suggested doing 10 in-

i Suggested interviewing women
shigved rebellion in their own lives at
their cwn fevels and created the future that they
wanted, T n‘temews should cover subjects
which wouldbring outall invisible forms of oppres-
sion of women. Cevaki Jain however, felt that this
material was already available in the Harvard se-
minar on “Women, Religion and Social. Change”
(1983 June) papers and Kali had already been
given the idea of publishing this material-to pres-
ent the lives of such women, Kali is afeminist pub-
lishing heuse established in New Delhi. )
Each Cohvenor should write a paper introduc-

ing the paper and giving guidelines for each pap-,

er. Funds had to be raised and the people 1 write
identified. . .
The participants then discussed the nature of
cooperation and solidarity which the Third World
could have with the First World ferinists, They felt
that the latter should alsc be more concerned not
only with the development of the Third World, but
also what was happening in their own world, and
egually with feminism as well as development.
A panel on & North-South dialogue was sug-
gested with representation by an American femi-
nist like Charlotte Bunch. ISS Hague could con-
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vene this panel and Toni Bleie could do the re-
search as part of her Ph.D studies.

Aruna Roy suggested that the Asian’ Vision
could be coordinated by Kamla Bhasin who could
get semeone to write it

Considering the importance of media, a separ-
ate panel on media was suggested. Finally there

would be five panels as follows:

— Cultural effects of the Economic Crisis—  coor-

dinated by Neuma Aguiar .

— Cultural effects of Growth Oriented Develop-
ment — Zubeida Ahmed

— Art/Cultural Vision — Marie Angelique  Savane

— Media for the New woman —~ Kali, Fatima  Mer-

nissi, Kamla Bhasin

— Dialogue: Developing Feminism ~ Bergen
1SS Hangue, Ford Founation.

This discussion énded with a consensus that
song and dance would be a joyful imponiant part of
the conference and every participant should learn
a national dance and bring recorded music.

Fatima Mernissi and Devaki Jain met Vina Das,
Department of Sociology, Delhi University who is
weill known for her work on culture.

What foliows is a flow report of the 4 day Banga-
lore Workshop (August 20-24), prepared by Rajani
Alexander.

The Bangalore
Workshop

In her opening remarks, Devaki Jain said, “This is
not a Conference of "‘Women Leaders'. Many ta-
lented women researchers, groups and institu-
tions are not attending this meeting, but we hope
for their collaboration as we go further. We are a
discussion group, “advisers to ourselves”, as we
explore the purpose and vision of our intended
project. There is no rigid structure to our meeting;
its form can suggest itself and evolve as the need
arises.

This project aims to produce a paper/mono-
graph/tract/book to be circulated widely through
official and nen-governmental networks. [t shall
determine whether women from different regions/
cultures/political frames canfind a uniting platform
by focussing on development experience. s

‘scope is global and its span could be historical,

besides congentrating on the decade 1975-85.

A continuous process

Our method must be a process. First its aspect is
continuous consultation with available literature,
and with the perspectives of various groups and
categories of women. We must thrash out diffe-
rences and conflicts before the birth of the paper.
The paper must thus be a nurtured document, not
ong to be negdtiated with different groups. We do

not seek the lowest common denominator; we -

must be aware there can be both commanalities

" and differances. Otherwise our paper will remaina

colourless ddeument, “ali things to all pecpie byt
notking to anybody u
. The second aspect of the process is the prepa-

. ratiomof chapters, and the third, the planning of pa-

neEs for the Nairobi Conference The meenng must

.

aliccate the preparation of chapters and panels, it

must identify writers for the final paper and prepare
budget proposals. It must draw up the framework
for the docurnent, both theoretical and subject/ex-
perience specific. Certain parts of our exercise
tend themselves to region based analysis, whe-
reas others might be approached as issues. Afew
possible categorizations are:

— the political frame of the developmental expen-
ence for wormnen

— macro policies

— systems: centralisation and decentralisation of
economic power and organisation; work orga-
nisation home-based, factory-based and we-
men's autonomy in both; subsistence produc-
tion and production for exchange

— tradition

— intra-hcusehold factors

Not ali members of the Advisory Committee are
attending the Bangalore meeting, but they will of
course be keptabreast of our progress. Some indi-
viduals, such as Ester Boserup, have agreed to
contribute to the production of this document
without being officially on the Committee. | should
mention that sericus lacunae exist in that the Advi-
sory Commitiee has no socialist representation,
ang we must réctify this by identifying a Chinese or
Vietnamese member. Also this meeting does not
have & S.E, Asian representative and S. Asia is
madequateﬁ( represented. Others present here
are Indian invitees {including both professionals
working in areas eoncerning women and activists

-at the grass roots level) and researchers from
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various disciplines.

Certain instititions are backing our endeavour.

These are: .. \

(&) Institute of Social Studies Trust.

(b} M.A, Singammal. Sreenivasan Foundation, the
building and premises at which this meeting is
taking place,

(¢) Christian-Michelsen Institute, Bergen, Norway.
The initiative for this project came from CMI,

; with the exhaustwe bibliography compiled by

- Toni Blefe and’ Ragnhild Lund. Many partici-

~pants have examined this compilation and
‘offered comments prior to this meeting, CMI
has also offered to host the next meeting of the
Adviscry Committee.

{d) Ford Foundation: They have coopted this pro-
ject as one of their preparatory -activities for

1985, and helped with the crganisation and
fundi NG for this meeting.

{e) Government of India: The Women's Bureau of
the Indian Government took the initiative to in-
vite various women's organisations and re-
searchers 10 write specific chapters of India's
country paper for Nairobi.

The Indian Steering Committee menticned in
the project proposal will contribute an Indian case
study.to this project: “Indian Women's Experience
of Development”. This is funded by the Indian

. Council for Social Science Research. its focus will
be histerical whereas the country paper chapters

dea! with the decade 1975-85,

A growing platform

The group discussion began by addressing the
question of how the Nairobi Conference would be
penetrated. Neuma Aguiar asked if the paper's
role would be at tha official conference or at the

NGO meeting, and said that the possibility that |

Nairobi might witness the type of polarisation that
tock place at Copenhagen was cause for concem.
Devaki Jain described the contact with the NGO
meeting as important. However, she said, there is
no final or end user for our product as such, be-
cause we hope to coopt as' many contributions as

pessible as our paper evolves. Ihis is the core of
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our work as a ‘growing’ platform.

Gita Sen pointed out that Nairobi would repeat
Cogenhagen type polarisation if Third World re-
presentatives did not take on issues, and ifthe offi-
cial line was allowed to remain “all things to every
body and nothing to anybody”, Her personal en-
thusiasm for the document came from the desire
to see if this group. could work at moving beyond
some of the problems by delineating commaen
perceptions, and by taking on issues 'head on',

Peggy Antrobus spoke of this group as meeting
at a particularly timely point. Both this project and
the Nairobi Conference give us an opportunity to
reflect on our own growth through involvernent
and in terms of cur cwn regions, and on the need
to communicate and understand women from
other regions. However, the contribution of this
project would not really to be the governmenlal
conference at Nairobi; this members could da in
an individual capacity as regional representatives.
The NGO Forum would be much mare important
for this group.

The current literature points out many possible
demarcations: Marxist-Capitalist, feminist-deve-
iopmentalist, family-centred or women centred,
women-only projects or integratéd projects. It is
very important for a group such as this to beginto
clarify what some of these mean in terms of AC-
TION, .

Zubeida Ahrmed said that in many respects, pre-
parations-for the Naireb! Conference seem to be
on a smaller scale than even those for Copenha-
gen. The Indian government was rather unique in
trying to merge governmental and NGO efforts.
Yet, otherwise, the questicn of how to establish fin-
kages andto avoid parallel conferences was ama-
jor one.

Beyond Najrobi

Pegay Antrobus, §tresséd that linkades and clarifi-
cations must be woerked out before Nairobi. Some
from this group rmght be advisers or delegates for
their res@ective ¢ governments. Such overlapping
would facilitate this. Devaki Jain reminded memb-
ers that Nairobi was not the end, goal or final poirt,
of this project. We are concerned with alternative
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strategies for development and we are looking
beyond Nairobi.

Marie Angellque Savane expressed much pres-
simism regarding the Nairobl Conference as an
event, Due to Kenya’s internal political problems,
preparations for it were sufferfing. The African regi-
cnhal meeting had nct been orgaised and the ex-
pert group meeting was scheduled to convene
just a week before the Nairobi Conference. She
tended to agree with Peggy Antrobus that we will
notinfluence Nairobi as a group. But we should try
to organise in different ways and with new ideas for

‘Nairebi and beyond,

Conflicts within the group were good and we
must realise there will be commenalities and diffe-

- rences —this is being realistic, Qur approach must

be thecretical and practical. We must reconcile fe-
minism and development. Interms of exposure for
our project, penetration of the media in the West

© and in our own countries could prove more effec-

tive than working through UN channels.

CONGO {Committee on Non-Government Or-
ganisations) participants were usually persons liv-
ing and meeting in North countries. As ours js a
Third World initiative, we must address ourselves
to ourselves and not limit our project’s direction
only to Nairobi.

Zubeida Ahmed endorsed this adding that

CONGO's were willing to accept new ideas but .

that many developing countries could not supply
satisfactory inputs, e.g., the All Pakistan Women's
Association, could not represent women's actual
status In that country. Thus our group has a very
useful role.

Devaki Jain guesticned M.A. Savane seging a
contradiction between interacting with CONGO
but not with Nairobi-on the official level. She das-
cribed some NGO directives as 'nalve and pathe-
tic' and asked why we should penetrate these. Our
goal should be our own platform not oniy CONGO
'V'enna or Nairobi.

"Savane replled that our pro;ect-'needsg forum
because Mexico and Copenhagen had proven
that the real debates tock place in the NGO with
grass rdfot waorkérs but they had no critical appig-
ciation- of the 51tuat=on She was not advocating

- ﬁ'

-
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lobbying at the CONGO but rather serding pap-
ers, Alsc we need some affmatlon or else we can-
not penetrate Nairobi. :

Creating Public Awareness -
Devaki Jain reiterated that this could be tremen-

" deusly unproductive, and that we should try to

generate panels for Nairobi on common, |ssues
Geertje Llycklama seconded thig asNawo W Lﬂd
have strong media coverage. Pangls on specrﬁc.
issues could be very effective f we also ap-"
proached the media before hand for preparalén;
as is being done in the Netherlands for examb‘le;k_-
Savane described AAWORD's concern regarding
the media and that there was a meeting in October
to prepare women journalists. Public awareness

and informaticn could alse be built up through

such measures. Aruna Roy raised a query at this
point. Feminist issues are of vital concern but fun-
damentally, how do these positions link up with
grass-roots situations? What links, if any, are there
between the experience of poverty and the dialc-
gue of development for poor women anywhere in
the South? M.A. Savane recognised that & definite
communication problermn exists but did not agree
that ferninist concerns were beyond such women
in any case. Linking theory to practice is a very in-
volved and iong process. )

There was some discussion on participatory re-
search and how it had affected women. Gita Sen
emphasised the urgent need 1o evolve theoretical
posttions and to enable participants to pick out is-
sues and to use them, Savane warned, however,
that if our project was to be more than just an end-
ofthe decade document, we must also focus on
action, Fatima Mernissi strongly recommended
considering theoretical approaches for dealing

. with religion and.its impact on the position of wo-

men. Katherine Mckee stated that even if we adopt
a region-based perspecti, g, there would still be
several complex factors to consider. She spoke of
these as variables, such astype of gevernment, re-

'Ilglons

Neuma Aguiar ldentﬁ"ed some issues around
which a paper could be’ constructed:
— Sexuality, reprofiuction and gender organisa-

s
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tions
— Forms of women’s organisations
- Land tenure'and its effects on women

Padma Ramachandran suggested that our contri-
bution include practical cues that governments
could pick up on. She wondered if and how partici-
pation at Nairobi could be extended to grass roots
'workers She also spoke of the overriding impor-
tance ‘of [:teracy

Rajani Alexander did not see literacy in itself as
a broad enough perspective, Women must ba ap-
proached with awareness and information techni-
ques. thatare learning processes and also sources
of support and inftiative.

Toni Biele pointed out that the position of wo-
men in different classes could be analysed, as de-
finite variation existed in the forms of oppression

women endured. She stressed that it is important .

to forge the realisation that wornen are not appen-
dices of some sort, but that the whole debate is
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one of social relationship. She recommended do-
cumentation centres at the national and internati-
onal levels to review and evaluate policies relating
to women. )

The discussion moved to global secio-econom-
ic trends that were affecting women. Devaki Jain
brought up the examples of multi-nationals and
free trade zones. Neuma Aguiar advocated *humi-
Iity’ in approaching these saying there should not
be simple blanket generalization on ‘exploitation’.
Rather we should compare and weigh different ex-
periences to learn from them.

As the session drew to a close, Zubeida Ahmed
called for the serious evaluation of the effectiven-
ess of Women's Bureaus.

The participants decided that each try and write
a brief note on an issue or area of particular con~
cern. itwas decided that the following days discls-
sion of categeries and issues would begin by exa-.
mining the analytical frame work of the bibliogra-
phy compiled by Lund and Bleie.

Evolving a relevant
frame work

The participants had studied the Lund/Bleie biblio-
graphy prior to the Bangalore meeting, Cn the se-
cong day, August 21, Ragnhild Lund and Toni
Bleie briefly highlighted the analytical approach
they had used.

The basic definition of development and socio-
economic change that they incorporate is that ofa
transformative process which depends on conti-
nuous integration of the cultural, social, political
and economical institutions in society. This per-
ception of ‘women in development' is very different
from the traditional, uni-dimensional and
technocratic conceptualisations. Thus their com-
pilation uses qualitative and quantitative metho-
dology; it examines the totality of sccial structures;
and also the dimensions of action-oriented re-
search. It recognises the changes in, focii that
have evolved, especially since 1978, towards ana-
lysis that are more thecretical, cross-culiural and
addressed to gender organisations in society as
these relate to caste, class and political forms.

Gita Sen observed that South Asian studies on
women relied more on available empirical fin-
dings, than cn theory, although recently this treng
had been changing. She said this was different to
the situation in Africd and Latin America where

" concept/theory is stronger. M.A. Savane had re-

servations about including Africain such a compa-
rison, African Women’s Studies refied greatly on
Westerr theorizations, and needed {o furn to empi-
rical data. .

Fatirna Memissi stated that research in Africa
and Latin America was stili largely determined and

centrolied by availabie fundipg and had to be -

structured to accommedate prevalent frames
Lo -

such as the Marxist and Moslem cnes. Hesearch
on ideologies did not recelve funding, and there-
fore this group should investigate the o -relatiorn
between research subjects and fund aIEo’cahons /

Devaki Jain described how much had been
done by Asians cn Asian Women, Yet these were
not known or in circulation inthe West as they were
published in their home countries. This was parti-
cularly true of much recent research on women
and work in India.

Rajani Alexander clarified that certain cultural
phenomena such as the blas in favour of male
children in India nezd extensive exploration on the
theoretical and empirical planes. Such biases
have political; social, economic and religious

. . causes and effects and alsc manifested differently
- according to class, region or comrnunity gontext,

Aruna Roy drew attention to the fact that studies
in English remain limited in their ultimate impact
onfield workers and grass roots activists. To facifit-
ate such direct imgplementation, analysis must be
made availzble In the various languages of a re-
gicn. it was suggested that if possible this be taken
up at Nairobt.

The following recurring themes were listed and
participants asked to contribute brief notes on
these during the break:

— Family and intra-household issues

— Cultural and religious factors

— The linkage between research and the use of re-
search; research as a strategy for change

— Systems of Brganisation and implementation,

Devaki Jain, Gita Seri and Rithu Menon collect
€
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ed.these notes and used them to draw up the fol-
Jowing framewgqrk for the project's paper:

"I.  Global/Regional/National  Socio-economic
trends and organisation systems.
A, -Their impact on Women's access to:
~aj land, other resources, rural and industrial
. employment, technology etc,
- ) Subsistence, food, fuel, water etc.
) Services — health, literacy etc,

B. Government plans and programmes — inter-
vention inthe above — role of bureaucracy, vo-
luntary ageéncies, women's organisations.

C. Examples 'successful organisation, inter-
vention and their conditions of success.

f ternatlonal agencies and orgar.isa-

Il ‘Kmshlp, household and community articula-
" tion of gender relations and linkages to (1)
above.
Il Reproduction, the cultural meaning of sexual-
" ity and its links to production.
IV. Ideology, traditional and new.

Participants studied the frarewerk and offered
comments. M.A, Savane noted that it is vital we re-
cognise that the core of cur project is analysis of
the interacticns between the macro and micro |e-
vels of the development process. Any framework
we decide on must reflect this:

Neuma Aguiar'stated that the impact ot various
political regimes on women's status needs carafyl
consideration.

Development Perspectives ‘

Nirmala Banerje{a recommended that we draw up
alternate models for development planning, as we
are pointing to the failure of standard models. Peg-
Qy Antrobus urged that we discuss projects that
have empowered women, to see if these could
" provide an dlternative paragigm.

Rajani Alexander pointed to the need to clarify

terminology  and analyncaé approaches, eg.,

s
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would religion fitinto the framework as a ferm of or-
ganisation, an ideology or a system?

Fatima Merrnissi stressed that culture’s all-per-
vasiveness made it of crucial importance for our
project. The emphasis should be on how cultural
considerstions shape development approaches
and in particular, there must be a focus on refigion
as a strategy for discrimination against women.
" Katherne McKee summarised the day's work

with a series of questions:

— What is women's experience with deveiop-
ment?
(empfrical or objective and experimental or sub-
jective}

— Why is this so, despite a variety of interventions?

— What do we want, .. what is a feminist vision of
development?

~— How do we propos. to move_towards this: w-
sion?

Peggy Antrobus characterised the ‘crisis’ that
had grown out of development running amok, sc
to speak, and this led to M.A. Savane placing our
discussion up to this-point in the form of a pithy qu-
ery: “From Boserup to Crisis: What future for Wo-
men and their Development?”

She suggested a 3-part approach:

1. What went wrong?
2. What is the Crisis?
3. What do we want from development?

Participants assigned themselves to each one

- of these three parts, Katherine McKee again sum-

marised our debates of the day by saying that this
project could address itself to two audiences: one,
development planners 'You need women to deal
with the crisis’, two: women themselves, ‘Organise
yourselyes'being used.” This paper gives us the

cpportunity to peint to the shift in perceptlons dur-

ing the last decade. We must urge development
based on the slogan: “People before the pie.”
Women's interest after all is the broader socnal
interest, .

Reporis of the 3 groups;

Group — l What went wrong?

The decade 1975-85 has not seen women benefit-
ting from the processes of development, despite
the drive for conscientization and the ‘integmtioq'
of women. Development therefore, must itself be
reappraised. What is development? It cannot bg
guided only by economic considerations and indi-
cators, but must acknowledge and implement

more fundamental concern with social, cultural

and political realities. -
Biases in the social system are builtinto the de-
velopment process:

— The Indian Sixth Pian admirably states: “impro-~
vement in socio-economic status of women
would depend to a large extent on the changein
the value system, attitudes and sccial structures
prevailing in the country.” .
— In most countries, however, such_recognition is
not a fundarmental principle in practice. .

— The reluctance to chalienge or alter Social rela-
tionships is born of the narrow perception of wo-
men as predominantly mothers, homemakers,
supplementary income earners etc.

— Women are the basis of the traditional 'sociaj in-
surance’ system of the family and kinship struc=
tures, e.g, the care of the weak, old, young,
unermpioyed. No alternatlve axists for this traditi-
_onai form.

— Davelopment planners are unwilling to address
themselves'to gender structures in the social

coﬁtext Thus biases that are both convenient
and customary are absorbed unchanged into

development- processes"‘ . ,z,

»

in.r ‘
2 .. .

‘Modernisation’

- The onus of'medernisatiory ]13 heaviestonwo-
men with its benefits us aceruing |least to
them as well. :
— In the transfermation from Sub3|stence agricul-
ture to higher value cash crops wo;ne_n\ arethe
most displaced among workers. .

— Where the traditional sexual division of labour
operafes, changes In the ecc-system impinge
heaviest on women, e.g., regarding women's
traditional fuel-water{food resource Concems.

— Changing land use from forests to cultivation or
urbanisation

— Changing cropping patterns

— Diversion of natural resources such asvwa_ter

- éy and large, as technical changes occur, wo- |
men are displaced when new skills are required
whereas they are retained for low skill jobs.

— The ethics and values of a western-type consu-
merism ofien have the worst impact on wormen
and encourage pornography, prostitution and
viclence against women.

Short-sighted and inadequate
development strategies

— Income generating schemes must be evaluated
not just for the 'survival' they provide women
but for growth potential as well. To be truly pro-
ductive, these schemes must be fed by support
structure for women, such as nenformal educa-
tion, health, credit, eic.

— It must be recognised that merely granting legal
rights is not guarantee that gender differentials
are corrected fundamentally or comprehensively.

e
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- Publicly sponscred, bureaucratically organised
women's organisations ofien operate with a
fragmented perception of women and tackle on-
ly one or other of their problems whether as mo-

ther, homernaker, worker. Some such organisa- -

tiens do function well, but in the context of many

countries, their entrenched position in the nati-
: .'onal adm:mstratlve machinery prevents a genu-
. .in& ‘women-crigntation” or what could be called
& feminist’ orientation.

GROUP II: The “Crisis”

‘The Context of CF]SIS

The current world CrtSIS comprises many dimen-
sions, which are the resuit of major changes inthe
structure of the. global economy, of inadegquate
and/or wrong -headed development strategies,
and, wewould argue against prevailing political,
socio-cultural, and reiigious systems in which sex-
ism and patriarchal control of power are inherent.
The principle elements of this global crisis are:
~ The crisis of the world economy — debt, unem-
ployment etc.
This crisis has in turn led to:—
(1) Scareity of development resources, and their
reallocation among competing pricrities
(e.g., Foreign Exchange generation Vs Food
production).
(2) budgetary cut-backs for services and other
redistributive programmes.
(8) emphasis on short-term growth
(4) emphasis on export expansion and import
reductions. )

— The crigis of the welfare state and of political
commitment to equity and redistributive goals.

Inter-related crisis of food, the agricultural fand
base and other natural resources,

— Technological transformation which is often
characterised by major labour dislocations, cul-
tural disruptions, technological 'jumps'

— Crisis of democracy (with military dictatorship as
a particularly extreme, form) characterized by:
{1} less equity/participation irf setting of deve-

lopment priorities.
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{(2) Inadequate participaticn in development
planning and decisicn making.

(3} Distribution of development costs and bene-
fits — the power-less tend to losa out.

— Rising conservation in various forms (as per-
ceived sclutibn to and psychological relief from
the crises).

— Demographic crises, such as;

(1} high pepulation growth rates (especially in
sub-Saharan Africa)

(2} rigration and rapid urbanisation, resulting in
unemployment, pressure on urban infras-
tructure, feminization of food production
and/or entire rural sector,

(3} rapidly changing age structure of the popula-
tion — youthification.

— Global insecurity, civil and international war,
militarization,

The consequences of these crises are parti- )

cularly severe for women, especially poor wo-
men. They have been of four major types;

— Detericrating employment and livelihood status,
eg.,
{1) pressure to ration jobs and force them out of
the labour force,
(2) re-allocation of development resources (e.g.,
from investments in food 16 cash crop pro-

duction, raticning of credit and provision of .

subsidies to enterprises in competition with
women's 'informal sector’ activities, aliena-
« tion from their land as it is brought into cash
crop production etc.)
the search of international and domenstic
manufacturing/assembly firms for ever-
cheaper less organised, and more submis-
sive labour forces leads to rapid turn-overs
and job insecurity among female factory
workers, jobs go from. Many women work-
ers offen to other cheaper, younger, non-
. unionized women workers and often in-
volved in home-based production erosion of
labour organizations' bargalning power.
{4) the new techrologies mean job loss for ma-

16)

g

ny women (who are unlikely, by virtue of their -

skills and educational levels, 4o be re-ab

sorbed into the 'high-tech’ sector onee their
jobs are automated), and ghetterization for
many others in jobs characierized by _Ipw
pay, and limited security or advancement
prospects.

{5) displacement of traditional artisanal and ser- .
vice sector occupations by competition
from factory produced goods, mechaniza-
tion, new technoiogies.

- Decreased ability to fulfil (unpaid) household
maintenance responsibilities i.e., fuel, food, wat-
er, other domestic services, due to such factors
as land alienation, deforestation, environmental
degradation, lack of agequate labourfor subsl;is-
tence food production due to maie migration
etc,

— Reduced access to human services, such as
health, literacy, education, transport, etc. The
women themselves have less or no access to
these services, and they are expected to make
up the gap In providing them to others (e.0.
children, the sick, the unemployed) because of
their 'traditional roles’.

— Threats to women's effcrts to organise (&.9.
within unions, political systems et¢.)

These negative congequences are reinforced
and deepened by various ‘culture’ — related fac-

" tors particularly a so-called return to traditions

which operate through the (sexistand male-domi-
nated) societal institutions of refigion, the law, poli-
tical/civil crganisations, and the family and its con-
trol of women's sexuality. The cultural teactions to
the crisis which reinforeé its negative conse-
guences for wormen are on two levels:

— The Political Level: leaders use sexist social
institutions to subordinate women in the name
of “return to tradition’ both as & solution to the
crisis (by providing gwell-gccepted justification
for cutting wornen out of the sources, resoulces,
jobs, services etc) and as an escape valve'to
defiect popular disconient about the crisis frem
their owh policies and mistakes.

- — The.people hearken back 1o traditicnal values -

lincludirig, wormen’s subordlqat;on) as a psy-
. chological conjfc@ to their Hespair and uncer-

- {control of women's sexuality, restrictions_"m_ wor_|_<

tainty in the face cf crises.

There is evidence of this new canservatismin ali
parts of the world, The subordinaticn of women in*
this erisis has taken new forms (e.g. pornography
and prostitution) as well as the familiar old ones

rules, etc.)

How women can lead the way toa mor
sustainable, seif-reliant development

— There are strong limits to the policy maker's con--
ventional responses to the economic crisis of
trying to expand export orlented industry and -
agriculture.

— The only alternative is to recbgmze the need to
mobilize internal resources’ towards deveiop-

‘ment. This forces a re-valuatlon for -arguing that
development resources must be ‘invested in
those sectars, activities, erganisations in which
women predominate.

— Thus, We argue the need to strengthen the sup-
portive infrastructure for their initiatives, and tp
invest in their individual and collective capaci-
ties {each of the foliowing examples should rel-
ate to one of the crises previously enumerated)

{1) ability to meet subsistance food needs

(2) protection of natural resource base e.qg.
Chipko Movement} )

(3) address the fundamental populatiqn. di-
lemma — we can only break the vicicus
circle of ignorance, iliteracy, patriarchy by
giving women reproductive choice, hefping
them ensure the survival of their children,
protecting their productive and reproductive
capacities through health interventions,etc.

{4) provision of basic goods and services {inc-
luding import substituting ones) etc.

BUT we rmust avoid this move towards an alter-
native and more self-reliant development being on
women's backs. We mustavoid thelr super-exploi-
tation in these processes through women's orga-
nisation and invalvement in the political procefss.
Also through democratization and decentraliza-
tion of power.
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GROUP Iii: What kind of
development do women want?

The Feminist Perspective
The Vision:

t few years there has been an on-going

Ijﬁa}her the programme and strategies

. técade for women have helpad us to
achleve iKe goals of equality, development and
peacel” .

"¢ These debates have found expression at inter-
national workshops — meetings at Bangkok
(1876) Stony Point, New York (1979) and Dakar
{1981) and now ir: Bangalore as we approach the
&nd of the decade. The-conclusion we have drawn,
based on the accumulated empirica| research and
Qur own experience of working within the frame-
work of programmes forthe decade is that change
in the situation of women will require many more
fundamental structural changes that we had ima-
gined when we started on this journey.

We have found it necessary to question the
goal of Development itself, to recognize that the
current modeis of Development in all countries
do notaccommodate women’s reality and there-~
fore continue to impact negatively on women.

We propose an aternative model, reflecting a fe-
rninist perspective. This model must be people
centred and based on a'feminist ethig of values,
issues and methodologies which promote and

support alternative structures for reproduction, |

preduction and decision-making,
If this model is to be achieved, the structures
which need to be challenged will have to start with

the family, proceading through the community to

national and Internaticnal levels.

The new society must have different social and
economic structures and different modes of pro-
duction and management. The target groups to
which this vision is to be articulated are the women
themselves and the change agents/community:

-
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workers and policy makers and both the microand
macro level

Values and issues

The values of the feminist ethic are: responsibility
for others, caring and coopearation, accountability,
resistance to violence and to hierarchies,

The issues to be addressed are those of:

. (1) power and control within the family and in the
wider soclety. The concept of power would
have to be redefined from the male instrumen-
1al use of power'to control to the fernale con-
cept of power, power to effect change, to em-
power nurture. Or the Gandhian power of po-
werlessness which.ensures the elimination of

hierarchial structures whether in the family and
in the society. Ideologically, the new saocietyy

would come closer to a Gandhian than socia-
list's model since although both aimed at se-
cial justice for the majority each employed dif-
ferent means: for women the means were as
important as the ends. In the socialist model
there was a concentration of power inthe state
while Gandhism advocated the diffusion of
power, accountability and responsibility,

(2) Ownership of the means of production and dis-
tribution. “it was not ends, namely work, social
facilities, education ete. but how these were
achieved that might make the difference, deter-
mirfe how mugch leverage or choice was avail-
able to wormen and men to decide the life style
they wished to adopt.

(3} Alternative models of family structure and pro-
duction were examined in the Carribean and
india. : T

In the Carribean where farnily structurg had
been destroyed by stavery, the predominarit type
of family. was once characterised by non-legal
unions. This permitted women a degree of autono-
#my and flexibility in their relationship which was
precluded in nuclear or patriarchial families. Ho-.
wever, although the. majority of wormen exercised

some control over their sexuality they tended ne-
vertheless to look to men for economic and emoti-
onal support — even when experience should
have taught them not to expect this.

These women were also mostly in the informal
sector, which again provided opportunities for a

" great degree of flexibility. Links between the infqr-
. malandformal sectors of the economies were fair-
' fy well established and there was movement bet-
ween these two sectors; activity in the informal
sector increasing as opportunities fof employment

in the formal sector decreased.

in India, organisations like SEWA alsc provided
women with opportunities for autonomy, indepen-

" dence and selfreliance.

In Africa and the Carribean, women'’s invoive-
ment In food production and distribution gave
them some control over the “means of produc-
tion”.

However, in all these cases, women operated
within environments which were either hostile or
oppressive. The key issue was therefore how to
create structures which could promote and sup-
port women in their reproductive-productive
functions. ’

Methodologies for women’s self-reliance

It was felt that methodologies which might pro-

- mote women's self reliance and autonomy were--

those which emphasized dialogue decentrgliza—
tion, Approaches to development woqu_J aEso. in-
corporate social and political discussions into
economic programmas and projects..

F'lnalfy. support systems could be reinforced py
. .Netwaorking — drawing on the suppont of both kin-
“Ship ahaﬁ;ﬁr&endsh‘lp.

[
"

" could contribute to the building of the new scciety.
From survival to growth and
transformation .

Since women predominate in the Tinfbrmla‘i s.ector
arid this sector-provides them and society, with the

. There were all modes used by women and *

rmeans of survival especially in times cof ‘crrises it
was felt that this should be strengthened. ltshould
become not only a means of subsistence buta -
vehicle for promoting economic growth and ulti-
mately for the transformation of the society. o

The International Dimension

.

There is need to break down the distange,pg
the 'developed’ and the ‘developif
Women in the Nerth have their own;gxp_e.ne‘n_ce{
poweriessness and alienation. Morecver, the exis
tentce of pockets of poverty and widespraad vxpl,— :
ence, racism, drug abuse in industrialised coun-....
tries indicates a lack of ‘development’ in certa‘;\m
areas. Feminists in these countries conscious of
their own powerlessness could-become ac_ivo-'
cates on behalf of the structured powerlessness

of the South. ~ s ‘ .

The networking which has béen takin:g place
between feminists during the decade b_rovldes the
basis for an irternational movément to challenge
the structures which have oppressed women am_i
to build a new global village based onafeministvi- -
sion,

Summary

Devaki Jain urged that division of the work tf’;\ke
place; this would later be synthesized into the final
paper. Some participants wondered if comp!e—
mentary papers were required to substantiata fin-
dings or directions of the document in greater de-
tail. o
"Gita Sen volunteered 1o work on the final draft,
She asked participants to suggest lopics they
would write on, or for which they could sugge§t
other qualified writers, arid to give firm dates in
Septerfiber or October by which these would
reach her in New York. The pieces were 1o be of
about 5-10 pages. Any supporfive documents that
they considered relevant shouid be also forward-
ed, e.g., region-specific studies that highlight con-
tentions made by the paper. It was also noted that
- a shorter, manifesto, type version of the document
-be produced for circulation, Gita Sen said she
would send ail paﬁicipants aworking outline of the
. : v
. .o )
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dreft by the middle of Septemper.
The following are the names and topics for the
piece assignments:

(1) Culture: Fatima Mermnissi

(2) African Women's Experience with Develop-
ment: M.A. Savane and Lourdes Arizipe

(3) Women's Organisations: Peggy Antrobus

and -G‘;eeme Lycklama

8 meary of material on women and the ‘eris-
Ragrihild Lund

. }_i-.(S Land tehure'— Bina Agarwa

:,_’(6) Grass roo women’s activism: Aruna Roy
) Comparatrve analy5|s of African Women's si-
" tuafidn in pre-colonial pericds: Josephine
Beoku-Batts
{8) Links between women's sexuality and forms
of labour: Neuma Aguiar.

(8) Women workers in Rural areas — Their -

struggle to organise: Zubeida Ahmed

(10) Comparafive analysis of women's organisa-
tions in Latin American socialist and capitalist
countries: Florgncia Moller, She is a Chilean
historian at University of Wisconsin-Madison
(recommended by N. Aguiar). A tape of this
study is available from Women’s Studies Re-
search Centar, 209, North Brooks St, Madi-
son, Wiscensin, U.S.A.

{11) Women in the Political Process: Fatima Mer-
nissi

{12) women and Society: Deniz Kandyioti (N. Au-

giar) She Is on the Research Committee on
Women and Society. Her address: 10, Ash-
mont Road, London, U.K.

(13} The paradigm of the “New Women”, the fermi- .

nist vision of development M.A, Bavane and
D. Jain.

Other decisions reached were:

UNDP, Kali or whatever other agency undertakes

publication of the project document must furnish -

certain safeguards regarding its use and not be gi-
ven exciusive rights to it.

International press release of the document
would need to be planned for pre-publicity and at

s . @

the time of the National Conference.

Fatima Mermissi favoured a complete listing of
Third World women who weare working as profes-
sionals or grass roots activists in varicus capaci-
ties, “to show our strength”. While members liked
the idea, they thought its compilation and circula-
tien would require too much time, also, many re-
gions possess their own versions of women's
"Who's Wha",

Participants were asked to submit listings of
meetings they would be attending in the next few
months so that we could consider approaching
these as part of our dissemination process.

Based on discussiogs that had taken place,
Peggy Anfrébus indentified the following as pos-
sible themes for panels at- Mairobi:

— Culture

— Impact ¢n the econemic crisis. —

— Informal sector and survival strategies, “Survival

to Growth Strategies”
~ Technoldgical changes
— Organisation of and for wornen

— Income generatlng projects

M.A. Savane stressad that we must thmk of new
concepts, e.g., The New Consenvatism's effects on
women, Katherine McKee sald panel topics must
provoke responses and feedbacks for our own
projéct as well. Fatima Mernissi advocated creativ-
ity in the organisatjon and presentation of panels.
There must be adequate supply of papers, stud|es
and.materials for display and distribution. She eit-
ed how panelists may have to-'‘combat’ I'EVL~
valists, for example, in distributing literature. Sa»
vane reminded participants of the Denefits of
shared discussion at panels. The AAWOHD panel
on female circumcision at Copenhagen had
proved the success of such participation.

Fatima Mernissi said that the frame work of thes. '_
pane! on culture that she would coordinate, was L
tentatively titted “Women and Culture: Religich; * -

Media, History" and would adopt a gross-cultdral
perspective..

Participants ‘raised the point that this wds a
broader approach than the project paper had envi-
saged. Also, the role of cultural factors figured in

.-2ach point of the frame work for the main project.
- ) *

o -

)

Conclusions: The Birth of DAWN

Development Alternatives with Women for
a New Era

The Bangalcre meeting has initiated an on-golng
process. The participants f form the core of an ever-
widening group of actnvnsts organizers and re-
searchers commitied t, the search for alternative,
more equitable, development processes have
launched DAWN. its aim is to fuse the response of
women to development, fo build collectively to-
wards strategies which lead to the decentralizafion
of power and resources and the dissolution of hie-
rarchies, while fostering coliective respensibility,
cooperation, and reciprocity.

The experiené f the U.N, Decade for Women
while providing’gbundant information on develop-
ment's linkages with women has raised serious
questions about the content and style of develop-
menit itsel. For women, the ‘growth-centred” ap-
proach o development usually means reduced, or

“at best slow-growing access to resources and
jogs, trade-ofts between employment ang wages
or W’orking conditions, and increased work bur-
efs in subsistence activities and in repreductive
tasks .
v, DL}ring the 1870s, there was increasing recogni-
Jion of the-points above as barriers to changing

“women's soclo-economic status in different socle-

; ties. The economic, political and cultural crises that
have pervaded the 1880s have meanwhile exer-

%d increasing pressure on the weakest sections of

" thé population, prominent-ameng them, women.

What are the Cnses”

—Thereisa major crisis in the wotlg monetary and
financial system of which the size of Third Werld

debt is symptomat:c N . .
! M

- ‘ »

— Simultaneously, major_environ
graphic and technelogical crises
rious effects on agricultural land-and f'o_ a5
lability, of natural resources, problems of unem ;
ploymentand under-ernpioyment urbamzat:on
immigration, feminization of -faod: produqt}on
and rapidly changing age structure of the popu-
lation. ' _

— The consequences of these crises have been
particularly severe for womien, especially poor
women, and have been reinforced and dee-
pened by the unleashing of powerful forces.

What Can Women Do? What Kind of
Development do Women Want?

There are severe limitations 1o policy makers' con-
ventional responses to the crises outlined above.
The sharp reduction in resources available for de-
velopment both from international agencies and
from governments facing deficit budgets and defi-
cit balance of payments imply that internal re-
sources must be mobilized and channelled not
only with greater care but alsc.inte new directions.

This forces a revaluation of women's actual and

- potential contributions and offers a strategic lever-

age in arguing that develocpment resources must
be invested in those secters, activities and organi-
zations in which women predominate.

It should be clear from what we have said sofar
that our concept of development is, first mainly,
“people-centred.” The values which sustain this vi-
sion are those that are widely held and shared in
the international women's rnavement, namely:
cooperation, sharing, respensibility for others, ac-
countability, resistance to hierarchies and commit-
ment to peace. The issues to be addressed are:
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- The control, allocation and districution of socie-
tal resources;

"~ The management and control of natural re-

sources and environments:

"= The control of demographic pressures through

women-centred approaches;

— The restructuring of gender hierarchies and po-
wer-relations as expressed in the family, com-
munity and the society at large.

Pre-Nalrobl

_repanng an analytical study drawingan
avallab]'e‘d'” urmentation on women's experience
wnh dev pment and the impact of the giobal
economic' polmca] ‘and cultural erises on women,
Onthé basts ofthis study, an alternative vision and
corresponding strategies will be'proposed. A ralat-
ed set of panels and workshops is being sche-
duled for the NGO Forum of the World Conference
of the UN Decade for Waomnen, in Nairobi, to be held
July 8-17, 1985, The paperwill serve as a basic do-
cument for bringing the issues into sharp focus for
the participants in Nairobi,

Cur strategies give the utmost imperance to
empowering women's organizations through re-
moval of bureaucratic impediments, provision of
infrastructural support, and invoivernent at the wi-
dest and deepest levels in planning and lmpEe-
mentation. Only this, we believe, can develop &
firm basis for moving forward beyond the Decade.

DAWN's goal ls to encourage an integrated dia-
legue prior to Naircbi so that the document truly
reflects our collective expériences and inputs. We
also hope to develop unified themes for an action-
oriented agenda beyond 1985. Aiso of crucial im-
portance is the attempt tc draw individuals and er-

ganizations workiné at the grassroots and com-

munity levels, researchers and policy lmplemen-
ters into the process. -

At Nairobi

Itis planned to crganize a series of five panel dis-
cussions and workshops 4or Forum '85 on the fol-
lowing themes:
1. Effects of Growth-Onen??ed Development on
Women and the Poor"
- Parel Conveners: Zubbida Ahmad', Internaft
36 ‘ h

orai Labour Office, CH-211, Geneva, Switzer-
land.
Geertje Llyclama, Institute of Social Studies,
251, Badhuisweg, The Hague, Netherlands.
2, The ‘World Economic Crisis and its Repurcus-
sions. .
Panel Conveners: Neumna Aguiar, Institute Uni-
versitario, De Pesqusas do Rio deJaneiro, Rua
Da Matriz, 82, Rio de Janeiro, FJ, Brazii 22260.
Noeleen Heyzer, APDC, Pesiaran Dutta, PO Box
2224, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. ¥
Claire Slatter, Department of Pelitics, Australian
. National University, Canberra, Australia.
3. An Alternative’ Vision of Development
Pane! Convener: E.ucn]le Mair, Secretary, Gen-
eral of the U.N. Mid- Decacﬁe Conference on Wo-
men held in Copenhagen, 1980, 310 E 45 St
New York 10017, . - =~ - -
4. The Use of Medxa in Pro;ectmg the lmage of
the New Women
Panel Conveners: Peggy Aritrobus (WAND),
The University of West |ndies, Women and De-
velopment Unit, Extra-Mural Department, Pine-
lands, St. Michae! Barbados;
5. D|alogues
Panel Convener: Achcla Pala Okeyo Post Box
47422, Naircbi, Kenya East Africa.

POSt*‘NaIFObl

The mam purpose ‘of the DAWN PrOjECt is-to mobc-" ‘

lise opinion and create a network which ig e

&, -
t .
cause towards a goal The limited goalis to evolve e

certain signals, issues and guidelines for deve]op

ment which can be used by the natwork and their .

still broader base for action.
DAWN is striving for the realization by a g[obal i

group, unified on certain basic principles m"éxer— .

cise power on critical issues, fating the gIobaE

community from the micro to the magro levels.
The project would maintain through varlou"_

publications, committee and workshop: reporis,

news letters, circulatfon-of guidelines based on :

shared experience relevant to our strategies, as
well as through.the crganization of workshops,
conferences and exchange programmes.

Background of the Project .
DAWN Was_ latunched in August 1884, in Banga-

e
= % -

e

lore, India, as an initiative from the Third World after
wide-ranging consultations with a. number of
people and Institutions. Members of the grqvp
carne from Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Pacific,
and the Caribbean countries. Third World institu-

“tiong invelved in this Project are: the African Asso-

ciation of Wornen for Research and Development
(AAWORD); the Women and -Development Unit
(WAND) of the University of the West Indies; the
Pacific and Asian Women's Forum (PAWF), Kalifor
Women, and the !nstntute of Social Studies Trustin
India

The project Advisery Commlttee consists of the
follewing:

Neurma Aguiar (Braz:l) Zubelda Ahmagd (Pakis-
tan), Peggy Antrobus (Jama;ca and Barbados),
Lourdes Arizpe (Memco}, Nirmala Banerjee {ingiz),
Ela Bhatt {India), Carmen Barroso (Brazil), Noe-
leen Heyzer (Malaysia), Hameeda Hossain (Ban~
gladesh), Devaki Jain (ndizg), Kumari Jayawar-
dene {Sri Lanka); Isabel Larguia (Cuba), Geertie
Liyclama (Netherlands), Ragrhild Lund (Norway),
Lucilla Mair {Jamaica), Katherine Mckee (USA), Fa-
tima Mernissi {MBfocco}, Achola Pala Okeyo (Ke-

A

letter containing updates on project acty

nya), Marie-Angelique Savane (I\‘Sercwie?a). Gita Sen,
India), Claire Slatter (Pacific Islands ]
( 'Iqhe)lnstltute ofSocxfaI Studies Trust {SST),anln-
dian organization engaged in research and action,
especially in the field of Women's advancemert,
nased in New Deihj, is the Secretariat for the .
group's activities. ISST is eguipped with a docu-
mentation cenitre for all informatian, papers and-

studiies. It proposes to publish an occasiona! news

Please joln the collaborative process by:

development experience, ,‘
crises, and aiterriative vision of development
preposed by women themselves. i

— sending names of women who could be rf.les
source persons or conmbute to the pane
scheduled for Nairobi; ¢ o fet-

— helping to publicize the PrOJect throug e
works and organizations in prearation f:j:r a:
Nairobi meet and to provids feedpack and sug
gestions on the paper.
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In retrospect: participants comments

after the meeting

-

Fatima Mernissi: said "anything new that has to
happen happens in New York or London and yet

what happenad in Bangalore could never have

happenad anywhere else Women from different
naticnalities, different specmzatlons were able to
meet and the d:sgussmn was not on how to liber-
ate women but howto liberate them with women’s
strength, since wornen are the repositories ofnew
ideas.” She furthier analysed the meeting in Ban-
galore, to say that sha felt that the issues that were

raised were beyond all standard and immature .

views on ferninism, such as “women are good,
men are bad” and also beyond the classic dis-
courses, beyond capntallsm and socialism. She felt
that the first conférence of the decade inMexico in
1975 had been a rebellion, like ateenage rebellion

' ~ ofthe 3rd world coming togetherinthe US. inBan-

galore howaver, nc cne was rebelling. Wornenfee!
strongly, that they are strong, full of creative Ideas
and vnssons And yet firmly rooted in action crient-
ﬁd pragmaism

Faiima Mernissi confinued by describing how
the dynamics of politics affected the democratic

- process which has now threatened us. All issues

were approached in a way which represented only
a male dyhamic, including the conservative as well
as the male marxist discourses. "Men are con-

« derned with power not with revolutionising society.

They are completely patriarchal. The Left has not

‘dohe any important study on land reform which is
- Gender specific. While all reforms are for male pea-
sants, women aré boxed into spaces butexcluded
- and marginalised”. ’

Marie Angelique Savane — cutlined the imnportant

decisions taken at Bangalore-as
1. The formation of the Adwsory Commlueg which

would now be called a Third World Space. This

would be an autenomous group to oontihue the

process even after the 1985 conference:.

2, To study the economic world crigis-as; i3 affecrs
men and women at the cultural leve 1 ough re-
vivalism which is. heavily based on patr]archy .

3. The manifesto to beissued by Apn! onwhatwas
the ferninist vision; what type of political System
dowomenwant, and into what type of structures
could the family be reconstituted. .

A series of panels would be organised at Nai-
rebi. Funds would be secured from organisaticns
interested in this project. However, furiding which
led to restriction of views expressed was to be
avoided. The CMI at Bergen had funded the re-
search for the project without even being asked for
it said Mrs Jain and had a very feminist approach
to the whole activity.

“Those women would be the members of the
group who weré supported by their own net work
in their countries, those who represented not
themselves but a whole national movement, for |
instance, she was a member of AAWORD which
was an All African Organisation, Peggy-@ntrobus
represented not justa small country but a global
visicn,

Onthe question of assessing the progress of the
decade Ms Savane said that the group had tried to
do this from a different perspective. While detailed
case studies would be done later, they had tried to
identify common Third world issues. For women
who had fought against society in the early stages
of the decade, it had been a very hard struggle, full
cf loneliness and psychological problems. These
women were the martyrs of the feminist move-
ment The group advocated a society which was
free from al! forms of oppression of women. ’

.
v T
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“While pessimism was a natural corcllary of the
feminist movement and we are ali in the process of

" pessimism, of leaming, she felt that some achie-

. vements had been made for instance, in Senegal

- where the women had succeeded in getting the
. law on divorce changed and now had one com-

mon law instead of several: French, Muslim, cus-
tfomary laws, Regarding employment, there were
more women in the labour force than ever before

- but the world crisis in' employment had also affect-

ed women’s employment as well, and more. The
perspective of pessimism was not good, she felt,
and nothing could be achieved if women allow
themselves to be overcome by it. Instead women
should now enter the, politrcal arena and “go {0

" where the power is”. For| mstance the issue of do-

wry; most people have reahsed now that this was
a political issue.

Aruna Roy: speaking as an activist, Aruna Roy
said that she often felt that percolation at the grass
roots did not take place. However, afterthe Banga-
lore conference, she felt that some links wera there
and felt that as a grass root worker she had been
strengthened by it She felt that the whole concept
of power had to be redefined for themselves by
women, as wormnen who were in power at present
saw themselves empowered in the tradltional
sense of the word.

Devaki Jain: said that women should think in
terms of dismissal of inherited concepts of power,
formal relationships, such as between men and
women, workers and employees and redefine

what they wanted as women, “Why not dream™she-

said. The Bangalore workshop had brought toge-
ther several assorted women who were yet travel-
ling on the same path. Question of theoreticians vs
grass root workers have divided the feminist mo-
vement However women should work together
against the world and not against each other, and
together the advocacy should be for poor women.
Aruna Roy was an example of th'e grass root wor-
ker who was also a theoretician.

Peggy Antrobus: “For the recbrd, | wanted to let

you have my impressions-dnd conclusion aboyt
the meeting of the Advisory _(}ommitté@'

As | must have told you repeatedty, | found the
meeting one of the best | have ever attended! It
was well organised with amazing attention to de-
tail — especially to & congern for the comfort and
welfare of each participant. | think we were all im-
pressed by the warmth and hospitality of all your
colleagues and especially by the extent to which
your father and- sister involved thernselves in the
programme.

The setting was perfect allowing the right mix of
intimacy and space far really productive work and,
of course, the substance was both enriching and
refreshing. For me it wag a unigue and special op-
portunity to reflect on the theoretrcal and ideologi-
cal underpmmgs of the i |ssues of Women and De-
velopment. If through the panels at Nairobi we can
share that experiences with women from across
the world, we will make an mportant contrrbutaon
1o the ‘Conference, .

The megting also helped me in reviewing my
paper on ‘Development for the NGO's as well as in
the breparation of my address on Human Deve-
lopment for the Conference on Afternative Ap-
proaches to Devetoprﬁent which,will take place in
New. York next week You,will see from the enc-
iosed copy of this address that | have takenthe op-
poriurity to siart to 'announce’ our paper, | think
that your idea of developing the paper through a
proce'es of consultation and dialogue is important,
and the more exposure it can get beﬁare Narrobr
the greater the chances of its havmg real rmpact at
the Conferences there.

M. Malhoutra - .

Assistant Secretary-Generat . R
Commonwealth Secretariat @ ..
Marlborough House ;
Pall Mal _
London N .,

“Apart from being addressed as “M§ I‘vtom Mal- ]
~houira®, t am delighted to get your letter of 7 Sep- .

tember. We have been out of touch for far too ong

though 1 have continued to get news of you and '

yogg good works from Derienne. Steven Lukes
was most, excnted about his trip o India and told

me that you were going tc be His mentoronhlsflrst

visit to our country .
L

‘Hameeda Hossain

7C, New Bailey Road
Dhaka '
“| have baen very anxious to know how your meet-
ing went, since | found the format both Intéresting
and non-conventional. | look forward to receiving
the papers.

*“The meeting at Arusha, as you-may know, was
a carry over of 2 other meetings — one for the Afri-
¢an region and another for the Asian, beth of which
were held last year. We seemed to have gone
through considerable ground, comparing strate-
gies, emerging issues, the contradiction between
drawing women into the market and making themn
conscious of social rssues which takes priority
and how to reconcile. the twg? Property rights, ac-
cess 1o land, water were fundamental issues relat-
ing fo women's conchtlons of work. I found aconsi-
derable drvergence between the Africanand Aglan
exXperience, posrtlon and- aftitudes, The tormer
were certainly more dynamic and aggressnre in
their demands, but probably this has a thin spread
There were some rnterestmg case studles
Chafika Sellamr-Meslem T :
Director T
Division for the Advancement of Women -
Centre for Social Development &
Humanitarian Affairs ’
and,
leputy Secretary- General .
World Conference to Review and Appraise
the Achrevements of the UN Decade for Women,
Vienna

.l regret that lam unab]e to atterrd your Advisory
" Commitfes meeting because of previous commit-
< mems, butwouldibe happy to assist you regarding

docdmentary sipport if you could indicate which

" dociment you would like us to-send you. | do not
. antigipate thatthe documents we are preparing for
" the Preparatory Body mesting to be held inMarch

. next year and the World Conferenca wili be avail-»

.- able until the end of the year or early next year."

‘Il will be happy to see that your project is noted
in our next issue of the "Decade Bullgtin” ancgre-
gardmg informing you of similar activities, | canon-
ty suggest‘that being undertaken by Vrna Mazum-

dar for the Centre for Public Enterprises in Deve-

loping Countries of which | am sure you are aware.
“ wish you well in your work and please keep

me informed regarding your future work™. :

AK. Sen
All Sculs College
Oxford ..
“It is very good to hear from you, and to learn what
a success the Bangalore méeting was! | look for-
ward to the reports you have promised.”

"I have done Iittle in this area lately. | was busyﬂ-
nishing my three John Dewey Lectures ("Freedom

- & Well-being”) which | had to give iastweek inNew

York, and | am now buried in catchmg up with
long-neglected dutles {Ph.D. thesis of students, ™
referring, examining, ¢ic), and the térm is aboutto
begin. (| have to write up the Dewey Lectures fora
number of the Journai of Philosophy devoted enti-
rely to the 3 lectures). .

Noeleen Heyzer

Asian and Pacific Development Centre

Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia

“First, my very deep apologies for not being abletd
make it to the meeting in Bangalore. | knowthat. it
was arimportant maeting and the group you invit-

~ ed looked excliing. The timing was bad for me be-

cause by the time your second cable came to s&y
that there were,funds for travel, | had already ac-
cepted another assignment and was out of Kuala
Lumpus, | returned to find your other telegrams.
Anyway, | hope there will be another fime when we

-ganmeet, | have known of you for quite a while and

read some of your papers.

“How was the meeting? Do you have a report of
it? itwould be Useful if you could send this to me By
return mail. Also, | didn't recelve any of the project
documents’ referred by in your letter of July-3ist.

“If ever you are in the region, please stop by
APDC. It would be lovely to get your advice on the

. current direction of the programme and how this.

can be made to respond more 10’ the needs of wo-
men at the grassroots and women's crganisa-

tions. | will'be in New De hiin Januaryfor the meet-
Qg on ‘V‘V(dmen and’the Household”
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Chapters of the Papers to be |

presented at Nairobi

The paper will be organised: in’ 3 sectors
and will cover the following issues:
1. Women's Experier;ce of Deveippmeht:
The Past i
Conventional de\.',elopmcntai processe&and
" their 1mpactt_o Wamen: g

(a) Product- mLx and land a!locauon
“(b) Modem:samon _';.: - PR
.(¢) The Institutional framework and the f
men and’ vomen ) L
. (&} Intra household gender\relat;onshlps
() Gender related blases m the plannmg
process
(f) Dependence of Third Word economies
(@) The Infprmal sector
: (h) Speciai Govemmental rnechamsms and
women's orgamsa
. J'{’:‘:. PO
II. The Glot al Cnsns The‘Prgsent
The contextef crigis and |t5 mpact on wornen
(a) World Economy
(b) Social dimengions © -
(c) Food, agriculture and natural resqurces
"{d) Technoldgical change ’
e Political cr|S|s
f=The newtonservatism
] jThe demograpmc cr=S|s
\f

lll. The Vision: The Future
What kind of develop Jent do women want -
The feniinist view. An al ] lye model based ona

feminist ethic of —

(g} Values: respon ly"’ canng, CO-0pera-
tion, self. iznce; accountability,
res;stance«*t -violence and hierar-
chial structures .

(b) Issues Power and cohirol | within the family,
the household, the kinship crgani-
sation, the comman ity, the country’,
and the inter national community.

{¢) Ownership control of the meanrs of produc-

= tion, distribution and management.

(d) alternative models for sccial reproduction
and production.

{e) Methodological: for promoting woman's
autonomy and self—retlance -

— Dialogue . o

— Networking

— Decentralisation

— Participation

— Holistic approaches

— QOrganising

— The informai sector for growth and trans—

formation.
) The international dlmensmn

— Networking — an internationai develop-

— ment .

— Consgiousness — rajsing — ‘a global sis-

— terhood i
The paper will be written by a process of
- wide ranging consultations with other
péople concerned to stimulate new thinking
and propese new approaches tothe issues
of women and of development. )
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1, Development as a p
Women.

2, Development as a Platform — some studies

3 Background notesion Institute of Sodlal Studies Trust

" 4. Bxtracts from ieﬂevg%f participants cn the paper {o be prepared

. .5 Brochure _—irli,' te of Social Studles TrusL :

. B, List of-ISST EUbLLg'a‘\‘tzons and Repods.

T Report of the ﬂrst day's proceeﬁmgs

S Fiepor‘ts c?the second day's proceedg'l )

. 9. Third Day — Regiort’ of the thiee groug
10 Future Actior — by Halam Alexande

-+ 11, List of Prlmacy, Dmcumer‘gg,,

- 12, List of Secondary Docug;%nts

713, st of Decuments brought by- pamcmants

14, Select l|s~I of docurnents available at Jigyasa.

15. Voluntansm and the 7th Plan by Bunker Roy. .

T 16, Women in ‘Industriall satson - F{epor[ of the Expenrt Group Meeting held in \fenna, Yo

17. Dakaf»Declaranon oranother deve!opmem wilh women. 5

18. Economlsts el planners 10 learn from village news clippings.

19; 2 Graphs from the B:bllograph -,on Worrien and Development by Tone Bleie and Ragnhild Lund.

20 2 Arficles by Usha F'lal on Jnte nal Women's Year in The Times of india.

m:n‘u‘a_»;- Paper for 1985 Conference 4t Nairobi on t €3N, Decade for
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