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2.1 Tho dsvslcprnent plClnnic!9 policies have baGn mainly framed Illith a sir:lplistic

assumption that Gcono~c davelophGnt or.coachieV8~, tho benefits will auto- .

"·48velopmant~1 prn:ess instead of becc~in9 participants in ito i

sophisticated technology, have tended to keep them restricted to these low
paid tasks, Without much of horizontal or vertical mobility in the occupational

.
structuro. Many more woman are pushed into the unorgenieed and exploitative
trades Char3Ctarize~nhuman ciag8 and employment c~nditlans i.e. the lowest

l\.

rung of "occupational hierarchy with insecurity and discrlminationu•2

\lQitrcyi f'U<hcpadhyaya- Silver shackles pgo 40.
2Kurnud Shsrrna Bt - Women in rocus (CWDS AND ORIENT LONGMANS 1984).



Moreover, there is almays the threat of unemployment dangling all tns time

soct.ors of the \:I8ge economy, inclUding the informal production sactors, lUharcby

thGir incc;nes tend to loose all the benefits of ani protective lSgielation, :5..00••

continue to ::<Jff'a:' the sconc:nic e~ploitation and romain poverty st=ickeno ..)~.:'C
( '. .. knSJ~ .~f;4 ~ ,~:WJuo
~ "te\s story of th~ ~\.n'alaWom:;n Nigrsnt wor!<ars/,\~sQY a~n:i,.l-~ ~-l"'r~'"..c...•~ ~ A.. "-

Although many studies have basn conducted~to leek into the socie-economic
';', 1;:A;

~ situation of fishing communities in India,in th&~ there is a pauc~ty of
•dotailsd and extensiva data on the t:lor~ingconditions and nature of \:Ic~k of

migrant momsn workers employed in fish processing induat~iea. Hence, the present
stUdy trias to explore the nature of emplcymant pattern of the l~rala migr~nt

1 To survey the comparative wages, working and livingconditior~ of the
woman wor~ers in fish precessing industries of , coastal states namely!
Mar~ra9htra, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka.

2 To stUdy the supply and demand poa!tion oftt-iS~illad and 'semi-skilled
women workers (using these , states as demand area).
To compare the rata of growth of average real earnings of fishing process-
ing industries with the wages of the labour.
To examine whether there 1.s,an increase -1n the wage wi th the growth of
skill.

,
5 ,Lastly, to assess the socio~conom!c conditions of the hou6eho~us in

Kerala frem where the labour is drawno









































subsatu, each covering 24 hom3S end h03.ced by a convenor unC:e:r thQ Union I s•

Aftor } yosrs the family receives,
by eoI': dcti ng manay from t.he rest of the vil1cgsrs.

either Keralito_sgants or supervisors who supply the girls. The contractor~
approach the parents and pay an advance ranging fromRs 50 to Rs200 or

more for the girls. On a specific date and time,. the gl~ls are ass~mbled
at one place and taken. The trevalUng expenses to and fro are paid

f •The contractors are supposed to get 8 license from











































Tl'i- Pa l,.. Corma- Idi-
chu:i:' gh,:ot nQro kki

Knrnataka 15 'lG6 "i!l 'j2 :3 •.1::,""
L..

TfJinilnadw 36 38 35 ·1 3D 8 1 1 .., 1:• L.

t·laharn- I
ohtre 96 147 :7 15 ,.. 3 '" ., "I'":L I , , ,

.._-
70tcl t'f '1 ~ ..,~~..' ~;i! -;3 tiC 10 4

.... 1 .., n /. r;i"-lr • , ','j ! I .:. -...•
~-.-- om'__

intaresting to nots durlng field SUrVB;!5 that a largo nU~l1b8r of' girls f=-Cf;1
~ •• ~ &J. ~ C)..r'~ -'- .1,-r~ <S'Y."'~~..-.v' W7S>'K-

t-o #' 0" () ----- ,j

Al1eppoy wark i:: l<arnat(;lka as pselersA ei'th8l' in Oc,nbay or GUj~1rat.. Girls. .,





































~ 1 t' f' d~" .In ::088 or pSG_ers liars ~8re no J.~<e l:.J.ffiJ.ngs.

p2.ti,atic.. They \;Jerked ac dnd ::Jhcm the catch arrived at the: peoJ,.ing

Sh8do Very o~tcn thsy started work at 5 to 6 ~~ in the ovaning and
niaht till the IJJhcha lot of prn<JJnsor fish- -

,nearby the working place. Tne accommodation provided to the grader~

250 girls \)Jeredumped in one hall. Each peelan.had an accommodative
space of ebout 2 feet by 5 to 6 feet .to keep their belongings as well

"
as bedding. The living conditions of the woman graders in Tamil Nadu

be
and Maharas~~ra ware found to/comparatively better than thzir







and baar no rssponsibility to tho wC~ko~~ seasonal natura of work w~d
vulnerable position of young migrant workers has only resulted in explo1~

- "households, bo1nghelples8, ~a8a vocal and.unorganised, their inte~est8
I

and rights are being systematically unda=1nad. The Act has bean !Dall
phmed and laid out keeping in vin the interest of' tuarkare and to

. eliminate exploitation, but unfortunately not implemented.













'1571.

fish in the fr@w:er, if' It arrives after 5 ~!' so that 1tQtk!.ng averr..t.ght

by thIJ paolGre can be evoJ.ded.

1M csnsrs C2l" the ,aanagemsnt of the proeesslng un!ta a_a to "aSh

their handa aff" rram all rsapcna1bll1ty tanrds the _.en mOl'kar and
,

tot.ally dllpond on the contractors. Aoe l'a8ult, the contractor takes

sdvantaga af' the ccmp18ta centrol over the GllPloymant pattarn.- In"cas8

of' irregularities 1ft terms of' \Jor.d.ng hoU%'e, •• gaa and other bono'lta

tha rnBn39_ent fMJet be informed by "~'"::"3. labour Dopartment followed with



~77

The managementof the processing uni ta ouat be forced by tho ~':::':::'~:f1-

"

'.
fUrth~u:i Dince accommodation UJes ens of/ths cr!tic~l p~ot;lc~

y''Jrala. a ecmanrepresentative f't'cm thD social l:islfera Mini:;~

and ,. reprssantnUvas frClii variou:J womenactivist groups ~
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