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INTRODUCTIQN

The Institute of Social Studies Trust undertook to study
the extent and nature of the participation of Women in Small
Scale Forest Based Enterprises (5FE) in India, for the Food

and Agriculture Organisation of the United Natioris.

From this study have emerged three reports. The first
two are:-
A> The National Review Paper which presents a broad

macro picture of S5FE and the involvement of Women
within these-

.

B) The Karnataka State Overview Paper which concentrates

on the roles of Women in 5SFE within Karnataka.

This thirq report, presents two micro studies on Small
Scale Forest Based Activities, and seeks to throw light on
the women engaged, the nature of the activities invalved and
the suppor-ts and constraints to the development of these 5FE

and the women inveolved in them.

The case studies primarily make an attempt to understand
the processes involved and the gqualitative characteristics
of the intevphase between development agencies and local
inhabkitants. They alsao review at the micro level, the
different conclusions drawn in the National and State papers
on Women in SFE - regarding the type and extent of women's

employment, the effect of technological change on this




employment and the opportunities for employment in
eriterprises based on Major Forest Produce as against those

based on Minor Forest Produce.

These case studies have been undertaken with the
specific aim of providing practical recommendations for
strengthening the position of the women working in these

specific SFE.

Case study 1, laooks inte the activity of Uppage
collection in the forests of Sirsi, Siddapur and Sagar..
Uppage is the fruit of on evergreen tree, carrying the
bntanicallname, Garcinia Camhogia- Hundreds qu wuﬁen, and
also men and children culiect this Minor Foarest Produce
(MFP) during the rainy months of late June, July, August and
early Septemhér, every year. They roast these fruits till
they are dry and ready for use and then sell them to

middlemen who transport them to Kerala where Ythey are

popularly used as a souring agent..

This case study focuses on the nature aof the
participation of different groups - especially of villaye
women, in this trade and on the requirements of each of
these groups. Some suggestions for the further development
of this activity, and for empowering the women collectors

involved are presented.




-
Case study II is ahout the craft of Lac - turnery and

looks into the participation of women in this craft, in the

Channapatna Taluka of Bangalore District.

Laquerware is a Small Scale Forest Based Industry, hest
kvnown for its colourful toys made of turned wood, ohtained
from the Wrightia - Tinctoria tree, 1locally known as

Halewonod and Lac which is5 a minor forest produce.

A unigque feature of this craft 1is that of the
involvement of both male and female artisans even though Lac
- turnievy is akin to carpentry, where female’ participation
is almost insignificant. This interesting fact caught the
attention of ISS5T?'s Researchers, inviting them to study the
current status.af the female artisans engaged in Lac—turnery

and to thereafter present recommendations for enhancing

their socio—economic position.

A Map of Karnataka depicting thE‘éase Study sites and
kr-ief introductory vemarks about the sites are presented in

the following pages.
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Site d escr'.i.]:‘\'-iﬁn '
Case study I is based in Sirsi and Siddapura, two small

Talukas in Uttara Kammada District which lies in the Narth -
Westevn Coastal belt of Karnataka State. It is a district
which is rich in its hills, vales and forests. It is perhaps
the only district in India which has within it four
geographical zones — the Coastal helt; the forested Western

Ghats; the Cewntral highlands and the Eastern slopes.

Sirsi lies ahout 350 km away from Bangalore, the
capital city; Sirsi Taluka covers an area 1323.6 sguare kms
and has 227 villages falling within i%. According to the
19281 census, it has a total population of 1,353,107 persons

of which 71.20% is rural.

Siddapura skirts Sirsi Taluka with Siddapura Town heing
70 km away from Sirsi Town. Siddapura Taluka comprises of
196 villages and covers an area of 852 square kms. Its total

population is 34,325, with 73,234 persons heinmg rural hased.

Some of the field work was also done in Sagar Taluka

which falls within Shimoga, a neighhouring Distiict.

Charmmapatna Town, where the Lacguerware workers have
been studied, is the head quarters of Channaptna Taluka
which is ssituated in Bangalore District. Channapatna Taluka
consists of 145 villageg {eleven of these being un
inhabited) and is spread over an area of 8d square Kkms.
According to the 1381 Census, the population of Channapatna
Taluka 1is 2,138,063 with the female population being

1,06,630.
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CHAPTER — T

HISTORY

Uppage has traditionally been popular in Uttara Kannmada
and neighhouring districts for its seed, out of which an
edible ghee is extracted. For vyears, the Hawyak BErahmins
Womern of this region have waited for the monsoons to start
and for the vipe Hppage fruits to fall to the ground with
their sticky seeds. Year after year, many of these women
have braved the monsocons and the hlood thirsty "leeches to
collect these seeds and with the approach of Diwali engage
themselves with the lakorious task of extracting ghee from

them — a ghee much needed for making festival sweets.

The Uppage rind in the past was treated as a waste
material and discarded after the seed was removed. However,
in the last ten years, people living in and around the
Western Ghats in-this area, slowly hecame aware of the fact
that this vind was highly valued as g souring agent or &
tamrivnd substitute in Kerala which is a neighbouring state
~of Karnataka. Business men from Kerala came to Uttara
Kannada wiliing to pay for any Uppage rind which could be
smuggled into their state. Villagers since then occasionally
began to collect the rind. This activity saw & sudden spurt

in 1981.
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A Kerala husinessman appreoached a vich MFP  contractor
called Pwvabhu, better known as the Gunest—House Sowkar, in
Siddapur Town, to persuade him to obtain a separate contract
for Uppage — in which case he would buy the rind from him.
Uppage was an alien guantity to Prabhu- He therefore first
made a few enguiries and then contacted the Cornservator of
Forests and subsequently the DFO and reguested them to
auction Uppage szeparately. His case was accepted and tenders
were called for the Uppage contract - Pﬁabhu's was the only
application. It however fell through, as the price gquoted by
him, Rs- 1,200/— was helow the upset* price o; Rs. 1,500/-.
Tenders were called fof the second time and by quoting Rs.
1,500/—- Prabhu bagged the contract. Since then, every second
year, the Forest Department of Sirsi-Siddapur Division has
called for tendeis for the Uppage contract. Open auctions
are held, at which, prospective  contractors bid for this
MFP. Since 1933, seperate Uppage cont;acts tiave also heen
given in Sagar Division. Now Uppage is legally collected in
the Forest Divisions of
1) Sivrsi — Biddapur
2) Yellapur
3) Honnavar

4) Sagar

*Upset price— the stipulated value of a product, below which
contracts are not awarded for any major ovr
minor forest produce by the Forest Department
Officials.
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After Prabhu’s sujourn the Uppage contirract was won by
M. G. Pai alias Puttu Rap, & flourishing businessman of
Sagar.- It was in this period i.e. between 1783-3% that
Uppage collecfiun literally took off. Péople' in increasing
numbers participated in the collection -~ and this collection
hecame an established activity interms of collectors, price,
months of collection, agents etc. This practice also spread
to the neighbouring district of Shimoga (Sagar Talukaj,
whevre Uppage is availabie-

In 1985, an enterprising forester who is incharge of
the Sirsi-Siddapur Forest Division decid;d te help in
organising the Uppage trade, in such a manner, S0 as to
allow for increased retwns to the rural collectors. A
primary agricaltural co-operative by the name Rakkal Baciety
was chosen and awarded the contract for Uppage collection
i-e. sans tenders and auctions. The motive behind awarding
the contract was simple and meaningfdl- The Bakkal society
was to establish linkages hbetween the &9 other primary
co-operatives in and around Sirsi. These co-operatives could
then act as Uppage agents, obktain Uppage callected from
their members and supply this to the Bakkal Society. This
propased system was seen,.in the shert run, as a means of
eliminating middlemern, so that their commission could bhe a

part of the payment made ta the collectors, and in the long
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ruan &s a means of strengthering the collective bargaining
powers of the Uppage gatherers. However the idea fell apart
since the other societies did not co—operate with the Bakkal
society. The young forestor’s involvement irvv this issue
caught the attention of a local politician and even lead to
questions in the parliament on the motives behind the
foresters actions — the impeccable nature of which the

parliamentarian was however unable to slander.

In 1937, the Uppage story took on a wew and strange but
devilishly excitivg turn. Uppage entered the big bad world
of the commercial arena- It caught the attention of a self
proclaimed International businessman Parameshwaran M. Rajan
and then erisued a tug of war hetween him and the other
businessman Pgttu Rao, of Sagar Town, for the Uppage
contracts. Each Uppage auction this year, s5aw tense
businessmen trying to maniipulate it in their favour. The end
result has however been that of Rajan,obtaining a complete
moviopoly on the collection of Uppage in the Uttara EKannada

and Sagar Districts.

All through this period of warfare, the villagers of
this region have remaived indifferent - only waiting for a

good vyield to callect and sell to whoever buys.
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CHAPTER=R I I

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE UPPAGE TREE AND FRUIT

Uppage is a ygraceful evergreen tree carrying the
botanical name "Garcinia Cambogia"- These trees are
scattered across the forests of North and South Kanara,
Shimoga, Chickmagalur, Coorg Districts of Karnataka and iwn
the Shola Forests of the  Nilgiri Hills apd in FKerala.
They are most abundantly available iw the forests of Sirsi,
Siddapur, Honnavar, Yellapur and Sagar within Uttara Kannada

and Shimoga Districts.

The Garcinia trees are also found in Tropical Asia,
Africa and in Polynesia. These trees grow in  the Southern
Traopical Moist Evergreen forests, Semi—Evergreen forests and
also in the Southern Wet Temperate forests in the Western

Ghats in altitudes ranging between :ESOD and 6000 feet.

A French Botanist by the wame Laurence Garcin first
noticed trees of this genus during his stay in India and in
recognition of his vast work in this field, the trees were

named after him as “Garcinia?.

There are about 130 species of Garcinia and about J0 of
these are found in India. Of these, & species are seen in

Karnataka State. They are:
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1) Gafcinia Indica
2) Garcinia Morella
3) Garcinia Camhoygia
4) Garcinia Xanthochymus
S5» Garcinia Ovalifolia

&) Garcinia Malaharica

The Garcinia Camhogia tree, though mast popularly known
as the Uppage tiree is also called Dharamhe, Kodgal - Mur-ga

arnd Punarhuli in Karnatakax.

Uppag? is a medium sized evergveen tvree. of about 40
feet height, with drooping hkranches. These trees are fourd
mostly in the deep intevriors of the forests. However they
&r-e also found through to a lesser extent onm the ioad side
&nwd on the Betta lands [hillacks granted to Areca growers as

suppoirrt assets to their Areca ygardens] in Uttara Karnnada

Distvict.

The lppage tree is greyish-hbvown in colour, smoatt and
with plenty of bright yellow gamkoge with ducts in the
middle layer of the bark. Its wood is of a shining and hard

variety. Its leaves are dark green, elliptic in shape, 3 ¢to

¥Most of +this informationm on the location and
characteristics of the Uppage tree has been obtained from
H- G. Muralidhara's book — A Panorama of the World of Oils-




4 cm long and 2 to 3 cm kroad. The Uppage fruits ripen in
the monsoon season of June — August. The raw fruit is green
in colour, it ohtains a yellowish red hue when it ripens.
The fruit is about 1.5 inches to 2 inches in diametre- There
are two varieties of Uppage fruits which are available 1in

Karnatalka-.

The first is oval shaped, has thick grains on it and is
abundantly availahble in the forests of L. K. District. The
second variety is longeyv in the shape and is available in
the forests of Coorg and Chickmagalur District. The Uppage
fruit is rich in Acids and possesses maréed antiseptic
properites.

The rind cantains Tartaric Acid to fhe extent of 10.&%,
reducing sugarg {as glucose) to the extent of 15% and

phosphoric and (as calcium trisulphate) to the extent of

1.32%. 0% of the acid content of the . Uppage rind is won-—

7

vinlative.

The Garcinia species are not cultivated. The fruits and
seeds are yvegarded as a “windfall’ crop are .gathered by the

villagers to add to theiv income.

The fruits are edible- But they are too acid to he
eatern raw and are more valued for their dried rind which is

exported to the wneighbouring state Kerala. One of the
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characteristics of the Upprage tiree is that its vield

declines every alternate year.

Uses of the Uppage Rindx

i.

It is used as a condiment for flavauring fishk curry
in Kerala i-es it acts as a tamarind substitute.

It is used for Vinegar preparation.

In 81 Lanka the dried rind is used hut it  is diried

in the sun unlike in Karnataka where it is dried on
five-

It is used as a substitute for acetic annd formic acid
in the coagulation of rubbeyr latex.

It is used for polishing gold and silver.

The yrind decoction ohbktained from the rind is used for
rheumatic and bowel complaints-

lUsed in veterinary medicine for mouth diseases of
cattle. :

Characteristics aof the Uppage Seed! The seeds of the

Garcinia Camhogia tree vyields an edihle ghee. The fat

coavtent iv these seeds is to the extent aof ahout 3I0%. This

edible

fat resemhbles Kokum butter j.a. butter made from

seeds of the Garcinia Indica tree, and apart from the yellow

*Information callected from H. G. Muralidhara’s book - A
Fanerama of the World of QOils.
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tinge that it has looks like the ghee obtained from ordinary

milk.

The Uppage seed has traditionally been used by the
Havyak community of Uttara Kannada and nearby districts for
obtaining this ghee which is used for frying sweets and
other pungent fried foodstuff and also as an ingredient for

making other eatables.

The extraction of this ghee involves a rather laharious
procedure. Women krave the heavy monsoons every year ¢to
collect the seeds fallen at the foot of  the Garcinia
Cambogia trees during the months of July and Aungust. The
sticky small seeds are then mixed in ash and stored outside

their houses in small moulds-

As Diwali draws near i.e. in the month of October these
seeds are fried, heaten to remove the outer covering and
then gfuﬁnd with hot water. The fat then gets mixed with the
water and this solution is hoiled till the ghee floats on

the surface of the water.

This ghee is usually made for family consumptiow but is
occasionally sald at the local . level - when sold it is
priced a rupee or two higher than ordinary ghee in view af

the labour involved in collection and extraction-
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Not evervyhbody (apart from the Havyaks) uses this ghee as
it has a peculiar flaveour and smell the taste for which is

only gradually acquived through habit.

It is also said that consumption of this ghee can have

adverse effects, resulting in gastric troukle and hoedy ache-

This edible fat has a ogranular structure and the

following constantsi—

1. Melting Peoint - 29.5 degrees

2. Acid value - 5.0 s
3. Baponification value - 205.5

d. Acteyl wvalue - Mil

5- Iodine value - S52..T%

6. F. M. Ualue‘ - 0.2

7+« Unsaponikiable matter - 1.04%

3. Titre - , - 51.2 degrees

I

The fat is also rich in aleic acid.
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CHHAPTER T T X

. REBEARCH METHODOLOGY

This case study has heen fased o okservations,

discussions, meebings and interviews.

1t took three visits to &the Sirsi Taluka of Uitara
Farmada District and surrounding areas to obtain a complete

picture about Upprage collection in this region.

The Research Team’s initial wvisit was made in late
Octoker 1726, when the research team towred “a wnumber of
forgsted areas in Harnataka to identify Small Scale Forest
Based Activities. At this time the activity of Lippage
collection came to light. The second visit was made in early
June 1337. The Uppage phenomenon then caught the attention
of the reseavrch team wh?ch was appraised akbout 1t by

di ffevent people.

Intense competition for the Uppage Contract and Ehe
consequent high revenues obtained by the Goverwnment for  the
same, had resulted in making Uppage the talll of the town.
Therefore while the inmitial visit helped in identifying the
activity alang with a number of others, the second lead ta a
deepening of interest in this particular activity.

Discussiowns with feresters, collectors, contractors and
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lay pevsons resulted in the research team feeling that the
Uppage trade was on the verge of either on exploision or a
collapse and the need to study the issue and in some manner
strengthen the hands of the poor who collect the Uppage rind

kecame rather important.

The yesearch team again visited Sirsi and itsg

surrounding areas in late July, 1927 when the collection of

Uppage  had started to | make an indepth analyses.

On the third visit, comhined with interviews and
meetings with Govevrnment officials from , the Forest
Department, the Tahsildar's 0Office and the Assistant

Fegistrar of Co—operative Society's 0Office were meetings
with NGO memkers, contractors who have heen involved in  the
Hppage trade, village level agents who facilitate Uppage
collection and most important of all, villagers — womern, aen

and  children who - actually «collect  the Hppage rivdd.

Initially, the research team had hoped to obtain
information throughk the wuwse gof questionmaires. Howevear,
during field visits it became clear that the Uppayge villages
were too diverse, interms of pepulation, location, caste
~ break up, size etc. , for the studying of any one  or two
sample villages to make any real statistical sense. Further,

collection of Uppage itself had not commewced in a numhber of
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the Uppage villages, more so hecause this has heen a low
yield year. The Siddapur helt was one region in  which
collection had started and much of the team’s field wvisits
were made here. fluestionnaires Qere used hut merely as a
checlk list for infTormation needed. Map 2 depicts the Uppage
Blocks i. e- bvoad regions within the BSirsi and Siddapur
Forest Division i. e&. Sirsi and Siddapur Talukas of Littara
Fannada District where lUppage is abundantly availabhle, alaong
with a few key villages. This méﬁ was ohtained from C. 8&.
Hegde, an Upgpage contractor. Map ZF depicts Siddapur Taluka
with the Uppage klocks drawn on it. The villages Ffalling
within the hlock have been numbered hy usivg a 1371 census
map -~ Approximately 57 villages fail with in Uppage klocks in
Siddapur Taluka [22 villages fall within the Sirsi Uppayge

klockl.
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LIST OF VILLAGES MARKED IN MAP 2

Location Name of the Location . Name of the
Code No Villages Code No villages
1 Dasana Kotte 26 Nilkunda
2 Kirwatti 27 B.aleko:pa
3 Banavasi 28 ' Heggaragi
4 Yakkainbi 29 Harshikatta
5 Unchalli ' 30 Kolgi
6 Yedalli 31 Kansux
7 Spadi 32 Thyanssa
8 Hulekal 33 Akxunji
9 Songlnamane .34 Kavanchur
10 Menshi 35 - Halageri
11 Muski 36 Mensi
12 Gonsar 37 ' Kilar
13 'Gurvalli 38 - HMavinagulithi
14 Muregar 39 Malemane
15 Tattisar 40 Bedkani
16 Salkani 41 Bilgi
17 Hanumanti 42 Itagi
138 Heggudekatte 43 podmane
19 Devanalli _
20 © Mattigatts L
21 Benagaon '
22 Manjaguni
23 Sampakhand
24 Bandal

25 Levimane
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LIST OF VOLLAGES MARKED IN MAP-3

Sl.No Location Name of Village
Code No.

1 6 Gunjagod
2 7 Alagod
3 8 Muttige
4 9 Bedkani
5 11 Hosur
6 12 Bhankulj
7 : 13 Magegar
8 14 Balikop
9 15 Avaraguppa
10 16 Heggadde
11 17 Kodgibail ,
12 18 Hemtemane
13 19 Balaguli
14 21 Uppadaki
15 52 Bidrakan
16 24 Kavalkoppa
17 25 Naligar
18 26 Hinaga?
19 27 Muttige
20 28 Golgod
21 42 Kolgi
22 72 Kibble
23 73 Kalkai
24 74 Kad;vadi
25 78 Kallole
26 79 Naigar
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Sl.No Location Name of Village
Code No,
27 80 Illimane
28 81 Gubbagod
29 85 Chappermane
30 86 Ojagar
31 88 Hadrimane
32 89 Godlabil
33 90 Havinbil
34 91 | Sovinkeoppa
35 92 Tarakhanda
36 - 93 Kattekai
37 94 Golikai
38 95 Kurvanti
39 96 Hosmanju
40 97 Bilgi
41 98 Nirgar
42 99 Huvinamane
43 100 Mavinkop
44 101 Kyadgi}
45 102 Shashiguli
46 103 Itagi
47 87 Honnekomba
48 104 Targod
49 105 Alavallil
NSO 107 Kudgund
51 109 Hémagar
52 110 Chandraghatgi
53 Halageri

111
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" Sl.Neo Location Name of Viilage
Code No.
54 113 _ Mensi
55 114 | Kilar
56 161 Mankmane
57 164 Harsikatta
58 165 Harsimane
59 166 Honnehadda
60 178 Balekoppa
61 179 Harlgar
62 180 Hostota
63 181 Unchalli
64 182 Hegge
65 183 Heggarahi ,
66 "186 Halehalla
67 187 Handiyanematha
68 188 Shivalmane
69 196 Tandagundi
70 192 Nilkunda
.71 70 Doddamene
72 71 Kaunsleﬁ
73 83 " Balgod
74 84 Lakkabbk
75 57 Malemane
76 68 - Kodigadde
"7 67 Halegubbi
78 4 Paduuanbail
79 5 Nagarbhavi
80 10 Tyarashi
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Sl.No Location Name of Village
Code No, :

81 47 7 . Akkunji

82 49 ‘ Harlikoppa

83 48 Mattigar

84 50 Arendur

85 112 Husgur

86 116 Kallur

817 117 Hasuante



Im Siddapur, our field visits took us to the following

villages:

1. Dodmaneghat

2. Gadihkithalu

I« Fodigadde

4. Mayakanakere (Surgal)
. Kyadagi

&. Bilgi

7. Itagi

o

Kikbhle grama (Hesvigali)
3. Birlamikhi

10.Gubbagod grama

A few of ?he villages which we visited in Sirsi Taluka
are — Janmane, Aminahalli, BHobhegadde, Varnalli, Jeddigadde,
Bakkall. The Siddagpur villages, if taken together, fall
within the largest lgppage Sub  Rlock i<e. of the lUppayge
collected in 1726 and 1727 the highegt guantum came  from
this area vis—a—-vis otheyr Uppage hklocks in SBirsi  and

Siddapur.

*# Information obtained from €. 5. Hegde, Secretary, BRakkal
Society-.



CHAPTER INW

COLLECTION AMD PROCESSING OF UUPPAGE

 COLLECTION

Hundreds of women, men and children in  the Uitara
Karnmada District and Sagar Taluka of Shimoga District of
Karnataka, set out nearly everyday in the monsocon ridden
months of late Jure, July, August and early September %o
collect Uppage from the Evergreen forests which suwrvound

theiir villages-

The Hesearch Team's search for data on Uppage took them
to a numbér of villages in the 8Sirsi-Siddapur Forest
Division of Wtara Karnada District and move specifically to
those within Siddapuwr Taluka - what follows is a
presentabion of okservations made, impressions creatad and

information oktained during these visits.

Within Siddapuyr Taluka persons from approximately =27
villages are engaged in Uppayge collection- Arnexure presents
& list of these villages. These villages form a hlock within
South Central Siddapur as depicted in Map I. The only reason
for collection of Uppage being undertaken in these villages
is.raw material availahility. This is however’ mot to S5ay

that all the villagers in each of these wvillages collect
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Uppage or that villages outside the "Uppage' hlock depicted
in Map I do wot have any access to Uppage. The number “37'is
an approximation. Having heen unable to visit each of the
176 villages in  Siddapur Taluka to didentify +the Uppage
villages i.e. villages, the ivhakitants of which are engaged
in the activiliy of Uppage rind collection, to enumerate and
ascevtain the areas where Uppage is availakle, the
vesearchers had to rely on a map of Siddapur with the Uppage
blocks dyrawn on it As mentioned iv Chapter II1I, the 1971
Census indicates that 27 villages fall within this klock and
these villages have keewn called Uppage wvillages- It is
therefore pbssible that Uppage collection is anm uwnbknown

activity in some of these 37 villages.

Table-l inﬁicates to what extent these willages have
access to different development creatzsd facilities and also
the pattern of cultivation and division of lamd in the
villages. Table 1 reveals that most of these villages have
access to lkasic amenities like dirinking water and
electricity. However, schools and health centres are still
very much a luxuwry iv this regiown. Most of these villages

are dominated ky kig farmer households.
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TABLE -~ 1

CHARACTERISTICS AND THE CROPPING PATTERN OF UPPAGE

VILLAGES IN SIDUAPUR TALUK

Total :Electri-
Uppage city
Villages facility

Percentage 82.75%

Source:

Drink- Co-Cp:
ing Socie-
water ties
facil-

ity

97.70% 2.293%

Unpublished data
Backward Classes

. . ] Dominant

=]

Primary mnmamnw S.C & cTOD . Sugar-

health school S.T sddv Arecea cane

centre . - P Y .
21 28 48 61 26 -

24.13% 32.18% 55,174  70.11% 29.88% -

Deminant

Farmer Medium
Big Small

80 4 3

91.95% 4.59%

collected for Venkataswami Report on
in 1983-84 ~ Records, Tashildar Office - Siddapur

———

~

3.44%
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Hppage collection is not restricted to any one SEH,
religion, caste or class- While women and men both collect
Uppage, men do not seem to he as involved as women in  this
activity, in-terms of =zest, ,vigour ovr wumbers- In the
villages which weire visited, the research feém wa; informed
that, atleast one person from each household collects Hppage
during the peak fruiting season. Further, apart from in the
Marathi inhakited villages, in the rest, atleast one women
in each household collects Uppage during this season. This
however does wobt  imply that all the womew callectors
continually work on LUgpage collection during the months whew
Uppage is availabkle - while some walk into the forests in
the morning and return when the sun sets, others walk lhack
at woon and still others are cut for wot move than an  hour
and this only on the days when it is convenient for them %e

{0 so-

Some women who have lived all their lives within or near
the forests and who feel comfortagle with its thick
undergrowth, slippery slaopes, tenacious leeches and other
lurking dangers often set out alene, though they prefer to
go in groups — not so much kecause aof an& fear of the
forests hut for the company of oathers. They set out in

groups of three or four, a number which while allowing for a

feeling of security and companionéhip dees not make them
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feel overly competitive, about the available Fruits. They
carvy small baskets with them and with a hlanket 1like cape
thrown over their heads, set out in the rain to retuitn at
noon (usuallyd with bheis baskéts and  pevhaps  their head

covers filled with the mushy IUppage rind  and seeds.

The Uppage fruits when ripe fall to the graurd  hby
themselves or as often is the case, drop down because of the
wandevrings of monkeys or wild cats. Long sticks, with hooks
attached at the end, or with protruding step like structures
fixed to them are left tied to the trees, and when the
fraiting season starts and these are used in fhe process of
collection eithevr for bringing the fruits down or as suupport

for ¢limbing the trees.

The Uppage‘tree which in the past was oawned by  nmone,
today, is possessively claimed hy many.« Trees found on hetta
lands are now wo longer accessahle %o pthers = apart from
children, whom the research team saw,'happily carrying  away
baskets of Uppage, which the team on their tvek through the
forests and on bettalands and the Uﬁpage collector who took

them had left untouched for fear af Being caught.

During the Uppage Seasor, wWomen éngaged in different
tasks either for wages or otherwise, <set them aside to

collect Uppage which proves profitahle if that vear's vyield
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is good. July — August is .the peak paddy transplanting
seasan, as well as the forest department oviginated sapling
planting season. Therefore, there is wo dearth For johls in
lalzour short Uttara Kénﬁada duving these moviths. Yeb, if the
Uppage yield in that particular year is good and if  enough
Dppage can ke collected in a day i.e. sufficient for
obtainivg a sum [on sellinyg the collected Uppage] exceeding
the daily wage rate, thew most of the women ewngaged iwn daily
lakouwr forfeit their work and wages for . the activity of
Uppage collection. It is only in the low yield years Cevery
alternate year) that many of the women Uppage collectors

seek out continuaus daily labour.s

Women from different castes and classes of society
collect Ippage- However a predomivant nrumber of  waomen
cellectors kelong to the Havyak Byabimin and Maik

commuinities.

The Havyaks are the landed géntry af this avesa,
thevrefore, while the men do wnot usually set out to collect
Uppage, the womer, who have for year collected the Uppage
seed for extracting oil, now collect the seed and the rind.
This activity of Uppage collection is simplified hy the
availakility of trees around their Areca orchards and on

Betta lands.
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The Nayak community has within it the vich, the middle
class and poor. Amowngst the Nayaks, the men, and woman, and
ofcourse where trees are easily approachahle the childien as
well, collect Uppage, with the participation of men heing
inversely related to ownership of assets—especially lamd. It
is therefore the agricultural labourers who are most keewn to
supplement theiv income with Uppage collection, and amongst
vihom entive families participate in the collection. Takle 2

presents data on the distwikution of different castes in

Siddapura Taluka.
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TABLE - 2

DEMOGRAPHIC FEALURES OF RURAL SIDDAPURA

Castewise distribution ot the Rural Population of Siddapur Taluka

Name ©of Castes Male Female Total mmnnmbﬂmuu of
. Rural Popuydlation
Havyak (Hegdes,
Bhats & other 9497 9263 18760 25.69%
types of Brahmins -
exist) :
Nayaks 11806 11406 23212 31.79% -
Muslims - - 1094 1.49%
110 234 0.32%

Other Castes 124

Source: Unpublished data collected for Venkataswami Report
on Backward Classes in 1983-84 - Tahsildar Office =- Siddapur
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The womewr folk amongst the Marathis, who also dwell in
Siddapur Taluka, do not set out to collect Uppages They live
in villages which are skirted hy thg Evergreen forests, vet
they do not venture into the forests. While ﬁhé meynn collect
Uppage, honey and varisus other MFP, as a secondary
occupation to theicv primary one of agriculture, the women
help in processing the collected MFP. These womern are also

extremely adept at weaving cane and hamboo haskets and mats.

Ivi the years 1925-87 the Bakkal society which had
obtained the contract for the collection of Uppage was ahble
to obtain 4200 gquintals of Uppage from éirsi—Siddapur
divisions alone. This inspite of much smugyling of Lppage
from this area. The research team’s trek in  the forests
indicated that even in a low vield season gpproximately 3I/4
kg of Uppage cén be collected within a Z hour period Cduiring
& good yield season, a family of seven is known to callect
even upto 1 quintal of Uppage peé day}i.From this, it comes
across that the collection of 4200 gquintals of Uppage,
created 1,40,000 persaons days of emplcyment- ovei-  the two
years of 19253-8& and 1986-27, 20,000 person  days of
employment per year.d Some moire Juggling of numbers, and the
fact that peak collection season stretches across &0 days,

indicates that atleast 1300 nperson were engaged in  this

activity in Sirsi-Siddapur Talukas.
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Tabkle 3 indicates the approximate quantities of Uppage
collected by Bakkal Society in one collection season. The

Blocks refer to those depicted in Map 2.
Table — 3

Procurement of Lppage by the Bakkal Society

Block Approximate procurement in quintals

AT e T
e e T
¢« a0
> - a0
e T T
oo w0
« . T o
W soo

Source! C. 5. Hegde, Secretary, Bakkal Society, July 1937

However many hundreds move than 1300 people are likely
to ke inveolved because not everyhbody collects Uppage
everyday for a stretch 3 hours. [This estimate of 13200
persons is  strengthened by the fact that the Rakkal
Society's SEﬁretary himself estimates ‘that an approximate
numbeyr of 1500 people per season are likely to be engaged in

this activity].
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The Secretary of the Bakkal Socieby estimates thabt the
total availahility of Uppage in the Uttara Kannada and Sagar
areas to ke ahout 140,000 quintals. This implies that in  all
from thié belt every year 3,300,000 persan days of employment

are created in the collection of Uppage.

Uppage collectors get anything between Rs«. 3 to REs. &
FPer kg of LUppage handed over to the village agents,
depending on the time of sale. At  the wvery onset of the
seasony, contractors are‘willing to pay only Fs. X or Rs- d
Per kg collected, bﬁt a5 the season diraws to an end avnd much
later in December — January, the price rises to Es. 2  and
more per kg of Uppage. The vricher folk who avre akle +to
collect and stock the dried Uppage exploit this advantages.
They are known to wait even until the next calender year to
dispose their collected guomtum. However, the poor villagers
belonging to landless labkouwr and small/marginal farmer
‘Households exchange the dried Uppage for cash or sometimes
kind immediately aftev a few kilograms are ready for sale.
Children are krnown to carry theiv own Lasket loads of dried
Uppage every second or third Jday to the zagents for sale. In
1781 whewn the collection first became popular, the villagervrs
recall selling Uppage, at times, fovr a rate ranging hetween
=0 paise to Rs. 1.350 Pev ky. The’highest price got by some

at that time was REs. 3 Per kg. However there have also bheen
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times when the price reached the Ks« 12 per kg mark as it
did in 1924 (as narrated to us by eowne pavticular villayge

WOMAYTT ) «

The earlier mentioned trek through the forests revealed
the ardousness of the task of coellection. These forests have
a thick tree cover as well as thick and  highk uridergirowth,
{this ofcourse depends on to what extent different forested
regions have heen left unvravaged by hakitation, agriculture
and industryd and are on sloped land which makes walkinyg and
picking of fruits rather difficult. These disadvarntages apre
further strengthened by the onset of the south;west MONsSoons
during the Uppage season and the consequent reappearence  of
the klood sucking leeches. Ap ivmocent wgquery, by the
Reseavch Team ahkout wild life habitation got Lhe raply
"ves, we do have chestahs", and when further asked what they

did if a cheetah appeared, the cosl answer was "we YA

Uppage collection having now hecome an established
activity, many of the callectors - mala  and famale hava
supposedly hecome adept at Usivg every trick in the hook to
increase their earnings- It was alleged hy oge veteran MFP
contractor that collectors prefer to hring the roasted riwd
to the wvillage level agents under conditions of heavy
rainfall. The soaked rind is 1atu;a11y heavier than the diry

rind and this simply results the villagers earning move for

the same quantity of Uppage.
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If the Uppage is not dried/roasted roperly it gets
attacked hy a kind of fungus and ehtains a white coat. The
solution to this proklem is to koil and ve-dry the Hppage
coritinuously till i% losses the white covers However,

villageirs it was alleged seek an easier way out - they

r

1

ohtain used hablisry cells, break them opev and mix the white
coated Uppage in the black powder which is  Found inside.
This falsely coloured vind is thenm sold as good Uppage

instead of as second rate Uppage which gets a lower price.

Collection having hecome a rather caompetitive activity
villagers are said to collect raw Uppage instead of waiting

for the fruits to vipen. These are hoiled in water to make

them soft and mushy and only then dried.

The most . sevious problem associated with Uppage
collection is that of the felling of |llppage trees for
ohtaining the fruit. When Uppage caliectian suddenly hecome
important to the people, along with moﬁey came avarice as
well. Mew are kwown to fell Uppage trees the lopping of
bhiranches especially, is fairly extensively dore, 3o as *to
get at the fruits hefore they wvipen and fall. to  the ground
and somehbody else oktains them. Wemen partly hecause of
theiv own insticts, and mostly hecause of their inahilitkty to
climb trees are wot usually known.to indulge in  such  acts.

However, the richer set of women are known to emplay
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However, the richer set of women are known to employ
labhourers at Rs. 13 Per day to get them to climb Uppage
trees, lop the branches and collect the fruit. In the last
couple of years felling has heen considevably curtailed
hecause of the stern dealings especially of the Depuly
Conservator of Forests of Sirsi-Siddapur Divisian- However,
policing of the forests is in many senses an impossikle
task. As one ca-passenger in a bus  yvemarked "Fencing oy
yolicing the faorests is as difficult &s +trying to tie a

nappy arcund an elephant’s backside."

Howewveyr conversations with villagers seemed to indicate
that slowly people are vrealising the tremendous losses thch
could entail through felling. This awarness needs bto  he
reinforced by stiricter vigilence - for what ift is worth, and

consciantisation.
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PEOCESSING

The Uppage vind ance it is collected, nreeds to pe

immediately dried to save it from robting.

All the Uppage collector?s houses, however small they
may ke, have in their first room or veranda a sgulare space
with a hole in the centre, for collecting ash and placing
live coal with a mat made of cocorut leaves, {and sometimes
thin bamboo strips) hanging on top, at. 3 distance of three
feet from the floowr. On this, the wet and mushy Uppage rind
is spread. g law five is lit at the botbtom and-the rimd is
slowly dried for a period of 2d to 34 fhours till each vind
obtains a charcoal klack hue and a smoky smell. The fire ig
kept alive through the wight; infact there have bheen
instances of huts catching fire due to carsless vigil. As
mentioned earlier if wnot properly  driedy the rind is
attacked by fungus . and needs - to ge: boiled an& rediried
conbinuously till it gets the right colour. In the following
page a diagram depicting the Uppage being diried on a mat, is

presented.
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The firewood which is used for Dppage drying is locally
collected and is of a subhstantial quantity. Estimates {made
by local forestors and contractorsd of the amount of
fivewood required for drying 1 kg of Uppage, ranged from 1
hore (approximately 20 kgs) to 2 hores with a hore referving
to a head load of fuelwaood. If we acceplt the lowest estimate
of 20 kg of fuelwood used per 1 kg of Uppage  dried, this
would imply that for the 10,000 guintals of Uppage availakle
in this kelt, 2 lakh guintals of firewood worth Re. 20 Lakh
is utilised. This firewood is not bought bk collected from
the forests and therefore the monetary loss dogs net reveal
itself in a;y immediate sense.

Fuel cowsumption for Lppage processing should however he
seen in the light of the fact that the fire which is 1it for
Uppage drying serves two other wneeds of the villagevs.

(a) It helps them dry the wet hlanlet capes which they
use when out in the rains;

(LY It keeps them warm — especially the elderly who need
a continuwous fire during the chilly and wet monsoon
months.

Certain guarters claim, that the ecological lossg due to

* fuelwood consumption is tremendous, since the villagers

insist on tender fuelwood which when burnt exudes more simoke

than the hard and dried wood and this is prefervred because

aof the smoky smell which the Kerala consumers like the dried
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Uppage to have. However, this attack is countered by
villagers who said that tender and wet wood or twiys ara
difficult to light and that they thevefore use only rotten
and fallewn twigs and wood which are availahble plentifully in

the nearhy forests.

The Deputy Cowservator of Forests, Sirsi — Siddapur, has
attempted to solve this proklem of ewxcess consumption of
fuel wood hy having an Uppage drier huilt in the village of

Janmane near the local Forest Range Office. Further details

about this dryer are presented in Chapter VI.

Case Histories:

What follows is a short set of descriptions of the life
styles of thiree women liviwg in the Hppage producing  taluka
of Siddapur. These cases seek to provide a glimpse into the

personal world of the Uppageé collectors.

GAMAPI: Ganapi is fifty years old and lives in a simall
tatched house in Surgal village which is also  kiown as
Nayakanakeri — probably deriving this name from the Ffact
that all its inhahitants are Mayaks. She shares her dwelling
with 5 other members aof her joing family inmcluding her
huskand, an alchoholic. 8he has no children. Her family owns
ne cultivable land and survives by working as agricultural

labourers. Ganapi works in neighkouring Areca Garden in  the
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summer months and oy paddy fields during the monsoons. The
rest of the year she is anly marginally emplyed. During this
period she makes mats out of Echalu Grass and sell these at

the rate of Rs.Z0 per mat.

Ganapi is a great Uppage fan. Far the last five vyeavrs
she has collected Uppage from the forests which surrounded
hev village. If the Uppage yield is good, she does not  seek
agricultuwral work in the peak paddy tramsplanting season cf
July = August. She instead sets out each morwing at about
2.30 a-m-,.sometimes Wwith a few womewn, or alone, but always
Wwith a blanket like cape thrown aver hev head and with =&
wicker hasket iw her hand. She tirudges up the Betta lands
Litt dozs not go wear the Uppage tyees on them for fear of
chastisement hy the Betta land ownersjshe enters the thick
and hilly evergreen forests and proceeds to collect as many
of the mushy fallen Uppage fruits amﬁ segeds as passible-
Barefoot with leech sucking her feet, she Gtrudges ai,
sometimes returning at woon and  some times iw the early
hours of the evening after having walked more than two orv

three kms, with her basket and cape filled with UMppage.

Lasb year as the Uppage yieid was very good, Banapi was
akle to collect 1 quintal of Uppage, which she saold to the
local landlord — agent at Rs. &/— kg. This  money she used
for hkuying herself clothes and utensils. Ganapi when
questioned seemed all for the idea of sebtting wup Uppage

dryers and standardising the trade-
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OMI: Omi is sixty five and chief, and in a sense, Lhe
only, spokeswoman in the wvillage of Marathikoppa- This
village is entively inhabited by Marathis — a vather silent

and wary set of people.

Omi lives in & clean little thatched house, with ker son
and his wife and their children. This family owns a small
plot of land which they cultivate. They also work for the
local landleord as agricultural lakeurers. Cmi is engaged
most of the vear in making mats and hamhoo baskets. Thesea
Laskets and mats are sold to a 1laocal society called Seva
Sagar Sangé which markets them.

Umi very rarely ventures out of the village - not even
into the forests for MFP collection. The Marathi men however
collect Uppage and Omi ana the rest of +the women help in
processing it as alsao in the processing of other MFP. Uppage
ghee though known, was not extracted o+ used $ill five years
ago. However since then, when Uppage collection hegan in
earnest, OUmi along with the other village women learnt the
art of ghee extraction from women in neighbpuring villages,

and more 50, from the local landlord’s family-

The Uppage and the other MFP collected in Marathi Koppa
is sold to the local landlord -~ agent te whom nearly every

fousehold in this village owes money. Uppage sometimes helps
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it repaying leoans and also in buying provisions as the same

landlord supplies the villagers with these.

Lol =4

EAMALA: Kamala is a young anid vivacious 25 vearrs old.
She is the mother of thvree children and lives in btha village

of Birlamakhe-

For six months, every year Kamala works in Areca Gardens
and for 2 months during the paddy tramsplanting period in
vice fields. Heyr hushand wovrks as a Public Works Depattment
Coolie and earns Rs. 3Z00/—- month. As  an Arecé Garden
labourer, Kamala earns Fs. & per day aud is a%su given lunch
and tes andltiffen- During the slack agriculture period, she
participates in  the forest department’s activities like
planting saplings, digging pits and trenching. This kind of

neavy lahour she also undertakes o de far local landlarvds.

If the Uppage yield is good, Kamala with a few of her
neighhourers sets out to collect'Uppage‘everyday for atleast
a month in  the vyear. B8he finds &this task arduous buk

[}

worthwhile. She needs to walk Z-d miles and work for akoub =
howirs to collect 1 to 2 kilograms of Uppage. Last  year she
collected 40 kgs which she sold at a vrate of Rs. d/— kg« Her
only regret is, that her weed for money forces her to sell
~the Uppage as soon as it is dried'and veady, and that she

carmot steck it, as do richer people, and sell it at a

higher price.
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MIDDLEMEN AND THE MARKETING OF UPPAGE

Uppage changes hands a  number of times hefore it

reaches the CoOnsumer i Ferala and elsewhere.

The imitiater of this lonyg chain is the Government i.e.
the Forest Department which aunctions Uppage as a separate
MEP in different forest divisions. It was in  the 8irsi -
Siddapur Divisiow, that Uppage collection first commenced
legally and this division in many senses continues to ke the
central and most important collection area, especially since
it produces the largest guarntwn of Uppage, relative tbto the
sther Forest Divisions. This study for the ahave veasons avicl

150 those wmentioned earlier concentratas on the Sivrsi-

o

Siddapuyr Division.

The Government ovev the years as the Uppage trade grew,
has earned an  increasing amount of  revenue from Uppage

conkracts.

Tahble 4 presents details of the revanue earned fay Che

Government through Uppage contracts.



TABLE — 4
Faevenue Earmed by the Goverpment for the vears 1721-83,
C13ERI~-25, 193527 and 1987-8%7 in the 5 vranges of the

Sivsi-Siddapur Forest Division

Forest Range Fevenue Earnied

1981-53 198355 19853 1937-29
(in Rs-) Cive Rsa.) (in Rs«.) <Cin  Rs.)
‘siddapur - az,999 - =2,500
Kyadgi - - - 27,500
danmane - 25,999 - 25,614
ksl T - 42,714
sirst . 4000 - 74,669
Total 1,811 99,998 1,00,000  3,42,777
Source — Office of the Deputy Conservator of Fovests, Siysi-
Siddapur Division, Birsi.

This Tahle reveals that the Government's revepue has
increased by more than three lakﬁs retween 1731 and
1727 . This phenomenal increase can be attributed mainly to
the high revenuwe obtained in  1937. The sudden hike in
revenue obktained is quite simply a result .of the intense
competition between two rival contractors. The antagonism
hetween the two was fairly ohvieus in  the local auctions
where both tried to out ~ kid each other. Therefore this is
vet anocther common example of a competitive market with
entreprenuers vying with each other for a recently

_discovered scarce raw material.
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Middlemen

The middlemen/institutions who have oktained the Uppage

contiract ivn the last few years are as followsi-

19681 -23 : Pirahkhu

1332785 H M« G- Pai (Puthu Raod
1225-87 : Bakkal Society
19R7-529 : P. M. Rajan

Prahbhu's involvement in the Uppage trader as narvated
to us by him, was initially extremely satisfactory. At the
kegivwving, one particular Keralite offerred him Rs.10/- per
iy of Uppage and gave him an advance of Rs-10,000/- to get
the collection started. Prabhua made akout Z0% profit on this
rate and was akle to sell 12 quintéls, hefore he heard the
last of that warticular businessman- Hopes of largz profiis
had instigated Prakhbu to bovrvow from different sources  and
buy Ugpage from villagevs in large quantitiea,'and "then  he
discovered that he -was without a Fuyer- VAn attempt to
personally intervene at the ve2tail markets 1n Hevala, was
not  successful  because of lack of contacts. Prakhu
aventually managed to sell the Uppage to abther Keralites but
by vetaining a low profit margin of =Z0-25 ﬁaise pevy kg- The
same low margin he retained in the second year aof the
contract and this time he made no attempts &t speculation.

Altogether between 1931-8d4 Prahhu got collected and sold

abkout twenty lorry loads i.e. 2000 €@Quintals of Uppage.
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Prahhu’s claim of meagre retuwrns through Uppage sale,
is howevey couwntered by townfolk who helieve that his wealth
was substantially enhanced through the Uppage trade. ALl the
same what is cevtain is that the Prabhu did get the Illppage

trade rolling.

After Prakhw, came Puthu Rao — this hbusinessman from
Bagar told the research team that the total collection of
Uppage in the period 1953-85, from Sirsi—Sidﬁapur Division
amounted to SO lorry leads i.e. 5000 guintals. He claimed

that he had made a profit of 25 to 50 paise per kg,

Iy 1933, the Bgriculture and BMilk Producers Multi

Purpose Co-Uperative Society, at Bakkal, move easily called

the Bakkal Society, ohtained a sanction for collacting

o

Uppage in the Sirsi — Siddapur Forest Division. The research
team had lengthy discussion with the Secretary of the RBakkal
Society, C. 5. Hegde, ahout the peoplé, produce and profit
involved in Mppage collection. These discussions were
prabably made possikle, hecause this particular collectian
organiser was not & husinessmen, careful to keep everything
ander wraps, kut a member of a co-operative aociety, with

-

accounts claimed %o he open to the scrutiny of all.

v

The Bakkal Society started as a Primary Agricultural Co

operative Society in 1%42. It has two branches one in

e
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Balkaini and one in Hulekal with the Head Guarters heing
located in Bakkal. Its activities cover bthe retail supply of
consumer goods,. the marketing of  Milk and Areca and Gthe
supply of credit in hoth cash and kind. It has a membership

of 210 persons helonging to different classes and castes.

The Bakkal Society, bthrough its members, was ahle to
engage agents in different villages. These agents motivated
the villagewrs to collect Uppage, for which the villagers
were paid a rate fiued by the society. The agenté, in“ tﬁrﬁ
got a commission of Ks. Q.50 for each kg collected. The
guantity of Uppage collected and sold, the revenue and
expenditure involved and the profits earned by the Rakkal
Society, for the years 1925-56 and 1986-87 are indicated iwn
the following pages. This is a tranmslated wversion of the
some information given in Farnmada to the Forest Depastment
by the Bakkal Society. The true Hammada version is prasented

ive Brmexure A--1.




Agricubbure and Hilk Producer's Multipurpose

Co-operative Society Linited, Balkal

Sirsi (UK.}

Amaual Report oa the Uppage Sections for bhe year 1985-26

-
—
—
=

the year [325-36, total quarntity hewght- 2306 quintals
B) I the year 1253-37 total quantity sold - 2050 quintals

{3 Tn bhe year 1985326 anount pajd to the Governaeat-

1) Royally =R 23,000

2) Rursl Developaent Tax - Re 3,000

3) Other Sales fax - R ab 800 ‘
Total Rse 75,000

et anount paid pes quintal to bhe neshers in the yeas

1923~
Details TNl 3L August ‘36 Sephenber '35 Adgust ‘36
3¢ Puithaze price 450 33 ) 37; 425
be Processing cherges 100 25 “ _—_;Eé ———————— 149 B
—;: Collection charge;_ 1Y - 9 ;é “““““““““““ éé -
d. Cosmission charges 50 30 —;6 qqqqq 75 )
Hel aaount paid 4% sad 300 — - 700

to the menbers
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B} Other Average Expenditure pér quinkal

TOetails  July '8b August '3 Sepbember 136 Ochober 135

------------------------------------------------------------

g) Eapty hags, 1S 5] 1% 15
cellie

h} Average _
interest 75 13 15 75
at 181

i} Average
wastage 435 55 60 7%
at 12

i} Transport
expenditere 50 50 0 50
frem Rakkal
to Kerala
Average
expenditure 685 798 355 75
rer quintal

E) Details of the sales during the year 1985-86 -

a) Selling price in December 1936 - 750,00 per quintal
b) Selling price in Janusry 1936 - 800.00 per quintal

¢} Selling price in Febreary 1986 - 850.00 per quintal

4) Selling price in March 1936 300.00 per quintal
e} Selling price in Hay 1986 - 1000.00 per quintal

f) Selling price of funqus attacked
goods (Second quality) 1986 - 300,00 per quintal

{Notet In sales rale, as Processing rale .+ Collechion
tharges + Sales Tax + Interest + Transport Expenditure are
separately collected, these are not included.)

F} Seciety got a Met Profit of Rsv  25,500-00

G} Total Profit of R+ 2,03,000-00




e
L

Bgriculture and Hitk Producer's Hulbipurpose Co-operative

Socizty Linited, Bakkal

Sirsi (U Ki)

Aanual Report on the Uppage Gection for the year 1986-57

D
-

Ia the year 1936-37, totald quantity bought- 3,300 quintsl
BY I the year 1986-87, total quantity sold - 2,550 quintal

£y o the year 1988-87, ancunt paid to the Tovernmeal -

1} Rayalty - Re. 75,000
2 Sales Tax & other ' - Rse 95,0400
surcharges
3) Tern over bad - Ree 10,009
_____________ ,
Tetal = Reed 50,600
i Mot anount paid per quintal b0 bhe mesbers Juring the
jear 79647
Jitails per quintal Ioly 57 dugust 187 Sepleaber ‘37 Jcleber '97
a) Murghase piice S0 350 460 459
§) Processing sxpenditure 110 Y e, 144
¢) Callection eupenditure 60 59 4 59
& Lonnissiea paid i ] = 30
het aacuat paid to A e 550 Ry
the meakers
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Qther Average Expenditure per quintal

Details  July '87 August '37 Septenber 137 Dctober '37

e} Sales Tay 30 32 35 40

fY Turm over 1o 1o {1 12
tax

q} Royalty 25 25 25 2%

k) Eapty bags, 19 {5 15 {5
toolis

i} Average
interest 73 73 75 75
at 16% '
k} Transpor-
tatien from 50 %0 30 50
Bakkal to
Kerala
Average ex-
penditure 775 332 321 382
per quintal

F) Details of Sales during the year 1936-87

{+ Selling price in October Rsv 750,00 per quintal

2y Selting price in November Rs» 350.00 per quintal

3o Selling price in Deceaber Rsv 940,00 per quintal

dv Belling price in Jamvary - Rs.1015:00 per quintal

3¢ Selling price in January Rss 675:00 per quintal

(Second Quality)

G) Society gt a Net Profit of Rs. 20,500/~ in 1996-87
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Two _vyears reperit from 1985-3

Ay Paid to the Governiment

1) Royalty H Rs. 1,00,000

2) Rural taxn : s . 14,000

3) Bales tawu H Fs. 1,320,000

4% Turn over tawx g . 153,000

Total  Rs. 2,59,000

IIT. Total Purchase gquantity iﬁ 2 years F,&800 gquintal
C2 Total guantity sold in 2 years S, 000 guintal
D) Total qdantity lost in 2 years l £00 gquintal
E> Interest paid for Z years Fs. 2,330,000
Fo? Profit earned in & years Fs . d&, 000
Gy Travnsportation eupenditure in 3. 2,100,000

2 years i.e. fraom Bakkal to Kevala

The GSecretary of the Bakkal Society iwnformed the
research team that it had not prove& worthiwhile for  the
Society to engage itself iw Uppage collectiow. The wnet
profit made being & little more than Fs. 20,000/ annually,

it did not merit the hardwork needed to sustain Lhe tirade.

A number of practical prabklems arise with regard to the
organising of Uppage collection. Firstly, all along there
has existed the constant threat gosed by smugglers — it was
claimed that nearly S04 of the Uppage in Sirsi -~ Siddapur

gat smuggled out. While in Siddapur the research team heard
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an interesting story of how €. 5. Hegde, the Dakkal GSociety
Secretary, while towring Siddapur Taluk lave one evening,
came,face to face with & lorry filled with people birought on
the sly to callect Uppage. Hegde and his tﬁreé comparions
were apprently wnakle to lift a finger against the smugglers
bacause of the lateness of the hour and the sheer numbers
they were up against. The smugglers, it is alleged, usually
are vival contractors with Uppage contracts in other Fafest
Divisiaons/Ranges, o businéssmen from Keralas

The second problem relates to unevenly diried o hastily
diried Uppage which gets attacked Ly fungus and which needs

to be ve-dried, with this cost hkorne by the contractors.

[}

While visiting the Bakkal Society office, the Reseavch Team
noticed lavge fuantities of such second gquality Uppage whiich
sells for a price lower than that of A grade Uppage.

The Bakkal BSociety also faced‘ probiems Qith the

7

marketing of Uppage. The whole sale Uppage dealers who used
to usually collect Uppage from the contractors in Sivsi
Siddapur, apparently did not seek the Society out and
initially took an united stand against them. The Secretary
had to therefore transport Uppage to Kerala and search and
rfind a market for the viwd. In 1225-84&, 22 lorry loads of
Uppage were transported to Heralé and in 192&6&-387, 14 loryy
loads were transpovted, while 13 lorvy loads were made

availabkle to Rajan, the industyrialist who oktained the

Uppage contract in 1937.
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The reseavrch team was informed that approximately 1500
persaons participated in the lUppage collection every seasoin-
Cn an average collectors were paid Rs. & per kg of Uppage.
At the start of the season, KRs. I per kg.was of ferred which
was later vaised to RFs.2 as the season came to a close. This
Uppage on an average sold for RFs. 10 per kg in 1985-324 anid

Hs. 11.50 peyr kg (to Rajan) iw 192&6-37.

All these years, the Uppage contract in the Hornavar,
Yellapui, éirsiniddapur and Sagar Forest Divisions has
never heen the moviopoly of any single person. Diffarent
.contractors have so  far controllaed eolleition in these
diffevrent areas.

This year however, through single minded persisltence and
clever husine;s tactics, Parameshwaran M. Rajan, ithe zarlier
mentiovned Keralite industrialist, has managed to ohtain all
she Lppage contvacts in the different LUppage producing
forest divisions« An industvrialist hailing from Hyderakad
who claims to have business interest in different centrres
in India and abkvroad, FRajan, has various plans for expansion
within Uttara Wannada District, with the marketing of Uppage

being owne amongst these.

Rajan's plans to take over +the Uppage market were
ohstructed at each step hy Puthu Fao who was also keewyn  on
obhtaining the Uppage contracts. Each auction in 1987 seemed

like a climax to an action thyiller with Rajan and Rao




57
employing different tactics for getting the contract. While
in Sirsi-Siddapwr, blind biddiag lead to Eajan gettivng the
contvract, at a price 243 % higher than the 1925 yate; in
Yellapuy, wo bidding took place, yet Rajan having guoted Rs.
1000 More than the opporents  btender gqguotation, got the
contract. In Sagar the situation was a likttle different.
Information obtaivned indicates that the two buasinessmen cane
to a settlement, with Eajan agreeing tc pay Rs. Z,720/- Lo
Faog, for each guintal cellected in this areay, foy the
assurance that Fao would not hike-the Uppage contract price

at the auction.

In Howwmavar, the contiract for Uppage coellection is

iready in the hands of Rao, as the auction was held in

{4
et

172&, much before Rajan came into the pictuire. Howevaer, the

Resegarchn Team heard that Ly &gregment,; between Rao  and

o

Fajan, this vight is being ftvransfesrred to FRajan own

payment of a certain sum of money. ;

These complicated intense business games have thevefore
made Rajan the sole person incharge of Uppage collection in
the entire Hitara Hanmada/Sagar kel%. Y2t another coup
brought out hy Rajan is seen in the emergence of €. 3. Hagde
the Bakkal Society Secretary as his husiness partner. Hegde
when the research team last met "him in July, planned to
resign as the Secretary of the Society and to Jjoin hands
with Rajan-'He is likely to ke an extremely valuakle local

asset.
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VILLAGE LEVEL AGENTS

The contractors who ehtain the Uppage contracts from
the Government and the villagers who actuwally collect the
Uppaga ave bLirought together by a number of agents whao live
in villages iw Uppage producing areas. These agents  have
aver the years established themselves as llppagye and other
MFP collection facilitatovrs. They act as a linking hiridge
between bthe persons who would like Yo collect MFP to enhance
their earnings, and those who officially oktain the right

to get the MFP collected.

s
v

These agents are usually local landlovds or  shopkeepers

i~g- people whoe are in constant touch with the villagers.
P EoF ]

The caonbiractor on  gebtting an Mppage contract, meebs
theses agents and asks them to get the collection starited.
Givan in the fTollowivrgy page i3 an  advertisement which
appzaired in a local paper in Birsi re&uesting agents to  ges
ivn touch with Bajan the curvent Uppage cantract holdew,

along with amother which warns likely smugglers.
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NOTIFTICATION N NOTIFICATION

The undersigned has obtalned the right to collect and sell Uppage
from the ranges of Si{rsi Bivision ie., Siddapur, Janmane, Huleial,

Sirsi and Kyaagi, from the Forest Department for perieod of twe
¥Years from Gl.07.1987.

We wonld like to inform the public that for the years, 1987-83 &
1988-89 i.e., (dated 1.07.87 to 30.06.82) within the ranges of
Sirsi forest Divisicn ie., Sirai, Janmane, Hulekal, Siddapur and
. Kydagi, the right of collection and sale of Uppage has been given
to the undersigned ky the Conservator of Forests, Sirsi Division

Therefore we would like to APPOint agents f£or the collection of 45 pexr No.A-4/MFPE/UPPAGI/2/87-88 dated 08.06.87.

Uppage. Interested persons with previcus

experience may send their
dpplicaticns within a week to the address given belows - If any i{llegal collecticn or transport of Uppage is noticed after
. 01-07-87, legal acticn will be taken according to the above order.
Sirsi Sd/-
Dt.21.06.87 P.K.Rajan ‘
. . Sirsi . 5S4/ -
Sirsi aAgro Marketing & 24.06.87 P.K.Rajan
Manufacturing Company,

‘Jyothi Nilaya’
Behind State 3ank of India
Sirsi. Uttara Kannada Dist.58140:

"Lokadwani” 30,/068/1987

Sirsi Agro Marketing &
Manufacturing Company,
*Jyothi Nilaya'

Behilnd State Bank of India
Sirsi. Uttara Kannada Dist.
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The contractor then specifies to the agents the exact pirice
te is willing to pay to the villagérs foir each kg of Uppage
collectiovi- For ovrganising this collection,r the agent is
paid a commission of FRs. ©0.30 Per kg of Uppage made

availakle to the conbractosr.

These agents usually get Uppage collected fraom villages
falling within six to seven miles of their owi. They
somebimes engage sub-agents Lo arganise the collection in
interior villages. Of the =0 péise earned per kg of Uﬁpage,

Z0 paise is paid to these sub-agents.

The ties which exist hetween the agents and the
villagers, in many instances, are deep vooted and well

£

estaxlished, and kased 6n the ecoromic dependence of hoth
sets of pecple on each other e.y., Bhat, a hig landlord whom
we met in a village called Gadihibtlu, who alss acts as  an
Uppage agent, employs & good number of the villagers whae
collect Uppage for him, as paid lakourers for working ow his
lands. He alsae runs & small provision stove. He aften
obktains Uppage from the villagers and pays them in kind i.e.
from his stove if they so wish. Sometimes loans made by him

care paid of f through Uppage.

In 19246, Bhat was able to make availakle to the Bakkal

Soéiety around 120 quintal of Uppage. He «claims to have
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carnied approximately Rs. 7,500/- through the sale of Lppage,
hut is likely to have earved much move, considering bthat he

was paid Rs. 0.30 peyr Kg.

The other agents whom the vesearch team met, the amount

of Uppage collected by them, and theivr likely earnings, are

~=

presented in Table 5.
TABLE 5

Village Level Agents with details of Uppage collection

Amcunt of Likely eavinings
' Uppage co—- ~o—o oo
51 Mame of Village llected in = &6
No . Agent 1326 s .0.50 s 0.30
(Buintalss per  ky e kg
1. V.M.Hegde Vanahalli &0 Ic00 =00
2. Bhats Gadihithlu 150 L0 S7O0
I S.F.Bhatt Kyadgi 17% E7E0 SYReTE
d. FRai Bilgi S5 . 2730 1600
. MNahki Sak  Bilgi 70 ZE500 21G0

The akove Table indicates to what exntent the wvillayge
laval agewts are ahle teo earn through the Uppage Trade- AL
the value of Rs. 0.Z0 per kg, the agents, the Ressarch Team
met with, ara likely to have earned amounts ranging fram at
Rs. 3,000/- to Rs. 9,500/-. However there exists bhe

possikility of +the collection being organised through
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sub-agent and 1f such is the case, the agents are likely to
be earning only Rs.0.30/~ per kyg. As the actual guantity
collected dirpectly and that_col@ected through sul agents is
not kuown, the earnings indicated in Table IV reveal only

possilkle upper and lower limits.

There iz also the possikility of agents huying from the
villagevrs, stocking the gquantibty bought till labter when the
mnarket price rises and then selling it for higher pirofits.
£gs 5 Nakbi Baak told the Research Team that in  ths  laterw
months of 1936 the Bakkal Society stopped collecting Uppage
and that he'therafore made over the quanti%y he had with him
to dealers from Kerala, making a profit of FRs. Z/-per kg,

For nimseli.
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THE MARKETING PROCESE

The Uppage market, like any other free market adjusts
“itself to demand .and supply forces. During the peak
collection peviod of July and August, the ﬁrice éffered by
the contractoirs, has in  the recent past, usually ranged
ketween Rs. d4/- to Rs. S/- per kg of Uppage callected.
However, later iw the year, to hiring out all &the Thidden

supply, the pirice is vraised.

The contvractor, every now and thew,'comes to the Uppage
area and collects the Uppage stocked with the agembs. In

cerbain villages the contractov even goes from bhouse bo

house collecting the Uppage.

The lppage thus collected from lacal villagers is

tvansported in trucks to the Keralibe whole sale mavket. The

Uppage i3 sold to the whole salers at appraoximately W®s. 10
pev kg — exclusive of ceirtain charges like that of transport
collection, processing etc., and akout Rs. 135 per  ky

inclusive of all of these. {(However, if any of the gathered
Uppage is found to hbe abttacked hy fungus, it is rvediried as
was the case with a large amount dwing the Hakkal Society's
tenure as the Uppage coutvactor, and ther solﬂ as second
guality Uppaged. In Kerala, to the dried Uppayge, salt is
added, to the extent of 10 ~ 15% of its weight. Salt not
only acts as a preservative hbut also enswes that less

Uppage per kg is sold.
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The retail markets for Uppage in Kerala ave concentrated
ivt the Trivandrum, Trichur, Ernakalam, Matancheriery) and

Alleppey (Mayamkulam) Districts.

At the retail soutlets Uppage is available for Rs. 20 per
ke The vretailer is kwown to retain a 20-30% profit wmargin.
The retail rate is even khown to rise to Rs. 25 per kg In

othevr vetail centres, for cxample in Bangalove, UWppage on an

averasge coshs, Hs. 32 pev kg.

The following diagram depicts an  approximation of the

£

moviey flow, through the collection and sale of

s

ang kg of

Uppage.

{FRetailer =Rs 20.003%

/
iblhaole Saler =RHs 16£.00%
/
{Caontractor =Ks 10.00 +Es S.007%
! Ay
{Agents =Rs £.00} {Other expendibure =Rs 2.30}
4 \
/ {Eub-Agents =Rs 5.703}
/ ' N :
f{Collectors =Rs 5.30%
If a single persoen undertook all the snarketing

opaerations, the profilt percentage retained at the point of

sale would he a ghenominal SOG4,

The contractor Rajan who cngently helds Gthe thppage
contiract, hopes +bto exploit the situwation in & similar
manner.- He intends to start a facteoery in Sirsi, which with
the help of local labour will process the Uppage and will
most likely manufacture sauces and concentrates for which

Rajan hopes to find a country wide .market.
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CHAPTER WI

FUTURE POSSIBILITIES

X - . -
[ v] hmVE 1=

I. The proposed Uppage processing factory is
mivimum life span of 10 years. P. M. Fajan intends to
negotiate with the Govermment for a recurring Uppage

contract so as to ensure continuous supply of the hasic vaw

matevrial.

An industry set up near the raw material souce is likely

L

to bhe a welcome additiow %o the local industyrial sectar. It

is 1likely to
(a2 ensuve a steady market fovr the rural sellars;
(w2 provide local emplayment opportunities;

(¢ control the curvent inclivation of villagsrs to faell
trees, in view of the long run employment opportunitises
which would emerge. ‘

rlowever thera exist two important factors which may neygate

ail these advantages.
i

The fivrst iz, that af the price offered Lo the villageis
per kg of Uppage collected and sold.

The sheer arduousniess of the task aof Uppage collection,
undey conditions of rain and thick hilly forests and with

possibilities of leech bites, demands that the payment per
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kg of Uppage ke higher than the Rs. 4 suggested by P. M.

Fajan to the Reseavrch Taam.

Further, the profit gaiws which the Industry iz likely
Lo make will most likely ke high ewnough to accommodate

greater costs in terms af collectiow charges.

II. The second factor relates to the proklem of possible
ecolagical damage hecause of the Uppage trade. At the hehest

F-

of the Depubty Cowservator of Forests, Sirsi - Siddaﬁur, &
local landlord, M. V. Hegde, has dasigned =K ot
caﬂstructad a one roam mulbipurpese dryer in Janmane, &t a
cost of approximataly Rs. Z0,006/-. The plan agf the dryev i3
simple - It comprises of & voom (&2 feet x 10 feebtl, within
which compartments which are 2 feet height, 2 feet apart and
tebtween which are vungs for placing steel Siays, bave been
hailt. Im all, the room can hold Z3& trays, each of which
cam carry approximately 11/2 kgs of lppage. Two pipelines
have heen fixed which pass through this compartment and end
as a chimney at the roef. A sbove has heen fined into one
wall of the voom, which if fed with fuel wood ard  1it,
allows the smoke to enter the chimwey and heat the room-. A

=

filled dryer i.e. one carvying appr wimately S guintals of

Uppage would veguire S to 6 guintals of fuel wood o nay- If

this estimate aof M. V. Hegde's is right, fuelwood which is
presently consumed at the rate of 1 kg of Uppage @ 20 kygs of

[~ -

fuelwood would get drastically reduced to a rate af 3 : & —a



]
L T

reduction of over F0%. M. V. Hegde claims that eventhough
the dryer was made on a trial and error hasis, it is a

perfectly viahle contraption.

This dryer is a multi purpose one, in that, it can be
used to dry cardamom which is grown aleng with Aveca i the
Dppage helt, as well as wild nut meg, which is vyet awncther
MFP? collected in these areas. The forest department may also

we able to wuwuse it to dry seeds in viiniter/movnisoons.

Two specific gualities of the Uppage drisd  on makbs,at

the homes of the villagers are,

[a]l the dried Hppage ohtains a dark black hue.

[L] the UYppage vetains a smolky smell  and lavouyr.
1% is essenbtial %hat the Uppage dried on the dryev

the same ativributes. To give 1t a smoky smell, 14 was

[4nd
or
[24]

suggested hy M. V. Hegde that tiny holes he punched  on

pipes from which smaoke could escape and fill the roam. These
holes could easily ke filled, while drying cardanom ov wild
yous meg. The colawr of the Uppage diried in the dryer is  yetl

to he estaklished.

If the dryer experiment is successful, it cam he huilt
in key Uppage producivny areas and its facilities popularised
amongst the Uppage collectors as well as cardomom growers
and wild nut meg collecters. This would result in the saving

of a yreat deal of fuel wood.
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THE FOLE QF THE CGOVERNMENT & NOM-GOVERMMENT ORGANIGAT T0OM

(3

GOVERMMENT

The Development Agency, the private sector and a laryge
pumber of villagers are caught togebther in the Uppage helt
it a situation of inbtar—dependency. The indusbvrialist weeds

so he

the co-operation of the Forest Department, i¥ he is
assuwred of a vecurving Uppage contract. More easily wgot is
the coopevrabtion of the villayers, since he has ensured For
Mimself & monopoly mavket. However 1L is alsol likely that,
if the price oktained by the villagers causes income through

Uppage ta fall hbelow the daily wage cate shan supply  of

Mhpage will detline-

The willagers in turn are entirely dependent on the
imdustrialiss and the Government for the sale of the LUapags

they collect.

The Fovast Department is wnow placed in a strategic
position, which it can use to kargain to the advantage of

L5

the villagerss

1. An agreement can be signed hetween the Goveruament and the

.

industrialist through which it could ke arranged for the

industrialist to ohktain the cantract fov Uppage collection



7G
for a period of 10 vyears — the royalty heing renegotiable
every 2nd year. Another important clause to this agreement
should be that of the governhent holding all rights to
withdraw the covtract in case of large scale ecological
disturbance through Uppage tree felling. This agreement will
act as an incenbtive to the contractor who will be assuyed of
unhindered supply of raw material for a minimum period of

fent years.

Having given the industvrialist this security the forest

department will need to take steps to protect the interest

£

of the poor villagevrs. A minimum rate of Rs- 7 Per kg af
Upjpage collected and sold (re-wegotiakle every 2Znd year) to
the contractor cawn he fixed hy order of the Goveranmenbt. This
is &« Tair prige copsidering the arduousness of the task and
the high profit margin which the industvialist is likely to

2a1i . .

4
Uttara Hannmada is & labour short district and this may

lead to an increase in the daily wage rate paid to lakour by

the Areca and Paddy growevs. This may also lead to greater

migration of lakour into Uttara Kamrada District during the

paddy transplanting peviod of July-August which is also the
Pea\% Uppage coliection pevicd .

All this will only he in accordance with the long term

aims of develapment of eguitahle distribution of income. The



development agency is therefore in & postition wheve 1t can

either step inbko the fray to help the rural poor or remain a
silent witwess to the further enhancement of a capitalist’s
geins .

I1. The Forest Department as mentioned earlier, has had a

Uppage drying voeom built in Janmans an  experimental  hasis.

This dryer can ke opened for puklic use unde the

[l

suvvelllence of any Gne persen- IT the villagevys finmd i

cavivenient to dry theiv Uppage in it, the dryer can later lLa
hired out to either village level Uppayge agents or bto the

contractov on nominal taoas-

N

I the intial stages a certain amount of effort will

meed to he exerted to convince the wvillagers %o uwuse Lhe
ppage dryers The "motivabiovrs" whe work wnder the
F

fficial Bocial Forestiry Scheme can  xe  regquestad to

k. af motivationg the villagevrs.

m

undertake this ta

The villagers have so far used the ample Tuel wood
resourcas around them For dvying the Hppage. Thouwgh the wood
they usz for dirying Uppage serves othey plarposes, 1f  the

Uppage dryer becomes successful a large veduction in timher

use can hbe brought akout.

.

Howevey it wneeds to bhe understood that the villagers

will Tind the jok of carrying the IUppage +to  the dryer
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tedious and time consuming. Therefore, if it can he aryranged
for the agents f{o collect the Uppage fram the point  where
the dryer is huilb, thew the villagers will he saved the

second trip to the agents home and will most likely be

Willing to undertake owne to the diyer.

Avather proklem which was raised by the villagers (as

Wwas yalsed when the researchevs spoke %o them aboub the
diyerd is that of how it can  he ensured  that the same
amount collected hy zach villager is returned to them after
dirying, since the dryer at any one point of time can dry

several guintals of Lppage.
This problem can e tackled in tWo HEYS .

As mentbicwed eavlier ths dryer compirises  of diffarent
compartments and of a nunber of brays in  each compartment.,
Villagers could be allobtted & comparbtment oF a° corbain
numizer af trays each. Therafore the weed for comibining  the

Uppage brought in by different persons will nod  arise.

The secand solution is in keeping with the earlier one

of making agents responsikle for the use of the dryer.

The Uppage brouéht in by the villagers can he weilghed
and cellected by the agent at the site of the dryeir and bthen
dried. However, this will most definately mean that the

agent will incur a loss in tevrms of the amount of Uppage
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ohtained per kile gram paid for, since once Lhe Hppage  is
dried, its welght decveases. If the agent pays for the driod
Uppage &3 1s curvently the custom he (a) will c6htain  nore

Uppage far the same moviey (b)) will not he hindered with the

responsibility of diying it.

Tharefore if this euperiment is bto he successful inm the
akove mentioned manner, motivators will need Lo convimce the
agents as well. An increasze in the commissicn they ohbtain
will have to he considered. A nominal chavge may have to  he
levied on the villagers themsezlves - aspecially 1if the

4
agents need Yo hire the sevrvices of Lthsa dryer o atleast

chat of a person to btake care of if.

The gquestion then arises of whether it is possible  bo

-

do away with these middlemen altogether. In the lowyg vun, if

age &t

)

Che diyer experiment with the agyent collecting the L
the dvier site is succassful this may. he possible. lGnce &
system which incorporates a Central 'c011=ction and  deying
procadure gets estahlished, Shae agents could he subsbibuted
by paresonnel (the same agents perhaps,but fewer in  numbers)

hired by the contractor. However, currently haoth the
contiractor and the villagers are dependent on the agents and

it would he wiser %o let the status o conbtinue«

.

Crie carnnaot emphasize enough the organisational

requivements of undertaking to set dryers up at strategic




7
Foints in Uppage areas and of liasoning with the villagers,
agents and contractorz. However this task is not impossible.
During their stay in Sirsi-Siddapura, the resgarchers C&ine
acvoss women in Janmane who had already made énqﬁiries ak
the Forest Range Office where the dryer has been built akoutb

whether they could use it. The fact that bthay were Willing

p)

o adapt themselves to this new system was encouv-aging.

Howevaer at the Mayakanakere (Burgal) village, the
resesrchers came &ciross & VeEry suspicious sebt of villagers

wha Telbt that they could easily he cheated of their
peirsonally collected guantum of Uppage if  the drver were
used and that it would cause them unmecassary problems.
nercfore te pull all these divergent forces Logether &

g3

Daputy Canservator of Forssts will wot only have to take own

responsinility For this speical project bubt will alse reed

L
1

to evnsure Shabt the motivabors cansider She task of liasoning

amidst the villagers and others as & part of their soc

ial
farastvry hased duties.
ITIT. Uppage collection is likely bo he Ffurbther assisbed (f

the local Farest Departments undertook Lo make the Garcinia
Camizogia specie a part of their afforsstatiaon P ogyTammne s .
Tha Sirsi—Siddépur Deputy Conservator of Forests has alieady
planted a good number of lUppage éaplings - with the main
intention of promoting Uppage collection. Tt would be

worthwhile for the other Deputy Conservators in  the Uppage

belt to follow suit.




MOM GOVERMMENT QRGANISATIONS

Problems related to Uppage collection like that of tree
felling and fuel wood hurning can kest he tackled if  the
concerned government hody and local NGOs  co-opevata. NGO s
are likely to have wnuwmher of contacts at &}
level and it would help if they could make the anti ppage
tree felling compaign a permanent component of bLheir aobher
generaf awareness creabion programmes- The smoke leszs chiila
more popularly knows as  the Afstravales is  rviow &  coimoen
faature of numher of vural households in Uitara Yannada

4

cause of the active efforts

]

.
Cistvict. This has come aboul ke

of hoth the Govevrnment and Movn—-Governmens fuctionmaries.
A

Siailar efforts Lo counter Uppage %tree falling and BNCOUrSge

ollection and drying bthrough bthe use of & dryer could Se as

E}

[N

cogeth

o

L 2

[

-

c

u
il

sful 1f NGOs and the goveroment could  owork on

-
&
.

cczssful, Non-Sovernment

If the deyev experiment is s
Funiaing erganiszabtions may have to come forth along with  She
Covernmeniybo  hbuild more  diryers. Furtheﬁ, as anentioned
earlier, a sustained and long pericd effort by bothl  the
Government and NGOs needs to ke put v to making Uppage
collection a conmtinuwous yearly activity. Therefare such wnow
government funding and developmental organisabtions, could
also undertake to assist local NGOs in recruiting sgpecial

personell ta look into the Uppage issue.
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CEIAPTERR VMITT

POLICY NOTES

1. This case study acts as an  indicator of the immernse

but hiddew potential that existe iv the form of miincr

forest produce. A lot of the state machinery is currently

gaared towards the exploitation of major forest produce,
which iz seen as most profitakle in terms of revenue earned
oy the Tovest department as well as =zaployment genarabed.
t

However, as emphasised in the Natiewnal and Karnataka State

papers on Women in Small Scale Forest Based Eriterprisess. It
is wnow essential to divert attention and fund; From timher
to mivior forest produce. The Uppage story which has so far
beew a succesz story and which if awareress and vigilence
ave incireased Will conbtiviue to he one, presents a practical
case av the micro level, strengthening the macro-information

based covclusions which recommend a wew outlogk towards

\
7

minor forest produce.

IT. The Uppage case study also narrates the %ale of how the

opaning of market avenues can result in  increassd imcome

earning pogssibilities and employment appovrtunities. 1w Lhe

# @) Institue of Social Studies Trust - Small Scale Foresy
Based Eviterprises with spedesl reference to the oles
of Womew, National Review Paper.

k) Institute of Social Studies Trust - Small Scale Forest
Based Enterprises with speidal reference to the yoles
of Womern, Karnataka State Overview Paper.
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Uppage case, as with sg hany  others, with access to
information, came kvowledge, and wWith kuowledye caume

busivess, and with business came money.
¥

The commercialisation of the Uppage Trade has opened up
to hundieds of reople, especially to Women, a means of heing
profitably self employed for & short peviad every yeai. The
weirk dnvolved is arduous byt she  returns  aro veasonably
high. On many occassions the village women ave abla to wWork
for half & day on Uppage colleciion and devote the rest of
their time to household tasks, whila garning the same ivcome
they would he, By working as labourers for the entire day s

This is ane of the major advantages of Uppage collectioci.
' Fay

IIl. However this same case study also acts as an gXample o

how the advent of commercialisation Can cirgate chaos

wWwithin the natural and exisbting eco—system. T

he  Uppage

trees have stood and sitstainmed themselves' for cevturias
untouched by human greed - thair f?llén seeds being acceptad
only as yet another of dabure’s yifbse Thesc Hppage  trees

which have for sg ionyg remaivned & 3ilant natural asseb, hay

1

naw hecome & commercial proposivion; kot what is unfovtunate
is Vthat evan  this tyruth is  not fully accepbed. The
susbtainable value of the tree is not vecognised while its
immediate returns are. fne of the most crucial  guestions

which arises therefore is whethey this overwhaelming




enthusiasm for Uppage collection can rvesult in its  own
death. This is likely to happen if this enthusiasm 1is ot
tempered hy prudence if wotl wisdem.

I the same IUppage regions Hill & few vyear A0y

villagers were allowed to btap the Halmaddi tree. This MEP is

used in  the preparation af incense far Agarbathi

manufacturing. However it was 50O i

n

alisad that

indisciriminate tapping was resulting in the death of  Lhese

Lirees and thervefore the extvaction of ihi

17]

MFP was  haginmed.

—~
or
343
Wi
13
=
v
L
Fxe
1w
r
I
-

nefall UDppage collectiow if stringent

steps are not taken to control the felling of ,Uppage Srees

and Hranches.

- - - P A - - -, . e = e — T - R - I
The research Yaam heard SHhat Shers have Lean CAGES
where the Uppage btree has been follzd  and  the wood  Lhuas

abtained used for drving tha vrind oabtaivned fram  Yhe very
same tves. This cammob be allowed Yo happen, and whils  She

villagevs who indulge in such destructive acts arz Lo blame,

orsy the village-leval agents and the Government

togathor with - bthe villagers are all vespaonsinle ror
controlling this wanton destiuction — this bvubth neasds Lo he
prought  home Go  each of the shove menbioned Grouwgs s

« The forest department officials, especially those

\

functioning at the grass root level need to he constantly



aware of the potential dangars of Uppage Collec

=

contvractors need to ke cauwtioned agzainst the possible
destyruction of Uppage ftrees. Constractors in  tuwra neosd to

vegquest the village levzl agents to he as far as possible,

vigilant atout Uppage tirege dostruction.

Therefore,as suggesbted in the Earnabtaka Etate DOverview
Paper, winile accepbing thal ithere exists a greab awmount
wealth in  the form of MFP oaone should wndersiand  bthat

indizcriminate and unglanned commercialisation can resulb in

1]

great danger. .
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CHAPTER I X

GENESIS OF THE CRAFT

Lacquerware (LW) is an indigenous and traditional
handicraft practiced in and around the town of Chammapatna.
Channapatna is 60 Kilometers away from Bangalore - the
capital city of Karnataka state in South India. According to
the 1981 Census the total number of male and female LW
artisans, in Chanﬁapatna taluka is around 3000. 60% of these

are concentrated in Channapatna Town.

Given the technique used in this craft,, it would be
appropriate to call it Lac-turnery, rather than Lacquer-ware
as it is popularly known, as in this craft, wood in the
first process is turned into circular shapes by the
dextourous use.of suitable cutting toels, and then painted
in a dry state by means of frictional heat. (Refer to
Anmesxure B-I and B-~II for furthet information on raw
materials used and production phoceées)- The painted 1lac
deposits itself on the turned wood and gives it a bright and
colourful appearance. To finish the process buffing with the
screw-pine leaf is undertaken and sumetimeé some delicate
art work. The basic wood usually used is the soft Halewood

(Wrightia Tinctoria).

This industry is also known as the ‘toy~industry of

Channapatna’, due to the fact that the craft was restricted
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to producing a few toys in the beginning of the twentieth
century. However, now the production of LW articles kad been
diversified to include jewellery, decorative pieces, and
educational aids. [The Lacquerware articles carrently
produced range from decorative pieces and utility articles
(flower vases, bowls, salt and pepper cellars, napkin rings,
wall-panels etc- >3 toys and dolls depicting characters from
Hindu mythology and famous nursery rhymes; dolls in the
costumes of various countries around the globe; articles
used in sports, games and educational aids (skipping raoape
handles, chess sets, disc-sets, counting frames with heads
etc.)>3 to ;tationary articles such as pin cushions, pen
holders, paper weights, rubber stamp holder etc. Apart from
these, a major LW product is jewellery - bangles, necklaces
and ear tops which are exclusively for the expart markets of

UsA, West Germany, Norway, Sweden, Netherlands, U.K. and

Italy are produced.]

Lac=turnery was first introduced as an experiment at the
industrial school of Channapatna, to diversify the wares
produced by a group of people called *Chitragars?.
*Chitragars? are heriditary artists who also possessed the
skill of wood-turnery. The Gavernment of Mysore started
Industrial Training Schools at_diffarent centres, all over

the state as early as in 1892 +to foster and nurture the
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indigenous crafts and fine arts. The Channapatna school was
established in 1902 which started with the training in
crafts such as Carpentry, Smithy -and the manufacture of
special  strings for +the stringed musical instrument -
"Ywena'. Later in the 1920s, one of the Superintendents of
the training school, Baba Saheb populafly known as Bawvasmia,
introduced ‘lac—turnery! as a ctourse of study, with ¢the
spgcific intention of improving the artistic skills of the
Chitragars and of enhancing the economic status of tﬁis
cummunity; Bavasmia is the originator and initiator of this
craft in Channapatna and near by areas. He‘ undertook to
study Lacquerware in Punjab, where it was practiced and
invested his time and energy to improve the technique used
there. After a period of experimentation he introduced this
craft as a subject of study at the Industrial Scheol and
worked incessantly to refine the technique. He. substituted
zinc sulphide for pigment of sulphur in the preparation of
the lac sticks. While the artisans of Punjab were using rags
for buffing the finished article, he found the screwpine
leaf (the local name is Talegari) most suitable and
effective for spreading the lacquer evenly on the article
and to -make . it lucid. He went  ahead *+o mechanise the

operations through the use of a power lathe.

As early as in 1929 the Mysore Gazettier Volume III
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edited by Sri C. Hayawadana Rao observed "Lac~turnery is an
old indigenous industry in Mysore, practiced chiefly at
Channapatna, by a class of people called Chitragars. e es
Since the introduction of the subject in the lacal
industrial school, boys of other castes trained in the
school have taken to this profession and are earning an
independent living. The introduction of power driven lathes

has facilitated the increase of production of these toys”.

Though Bavasmia specifically introduced this course to
encourage the Chitragar community, their response was found
to be uné of reluctance and hesitation and therefore
admission to the Lac-turnery course was thrown open to
students of other castes and religions. It was pvrobably
Bavasmia'’s pre;ence and his role as the originator of this
craft which motivated many members from the Muslim community
who joined the course along with members of .the scheduled

castes. Currently the bulk of the craftsmen and women in

Channapatna belong to these two communities.

Past trends

The application of power lathes in Lacquerware started
in 1930 which was one of the root causes for boosting
the productivity of the lacquer-ware craftspersons. The

power lathes ushered in a new era in the history of this
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craft by introducing the possibility of exporting lac
articles to Western mations. However upto 1940, the craft
which remained in its infancy had %o surmount a 1lot of
difficulties due to non-availakility of +tools, materials

etca

During the 5S0s, M. A. Sreenivasan, Minister of
Industries, Government of Mysore, initiated Development
inputs by appointing a renowned and skilled artist and
designer — Shudhodhan at the Industrial Schael. Shudhodan’s
entry into this craft, revolutionised the designs and +this
at a time when the Lacquerware craft had lim{ted itself +to
six or seven types of toys. The craft witnessed the
emergence of a multitude of designs and a wide fange of

utility articles. Many craft persons were trained in designs

and art under Shudhodhan-.

In 1963, a separate training centre called "Lacgquerware
training centre for women" was established under the Social
Welfare Department of the Government of Karnataka. The local
Block Development Officer supervised the administvration of
the Centre. Recently when the Social WElfa;e Department was
bifurcated by the Government of Karnataka, into the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (8SC/ST) Welfare and
Women and Child Welfare Departmént, this centre had come

under SC/ST Welfare Department.
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Around 1962-63, i.e., ever since the Regional Design and
Technical Centre of the All India Handicrafts Board took a
key role in the Development of the «craft, one notices a

spurt in its growth-.

The first Director of this Centre, Hariharan is
remembered with reverence and affection by the crafts
persons of Channapatna town. Many of themy, both men and
women whom the researchers met, spoke of the euphoric
experience of visiting northern Indﬁa upto Himachal Pradesh
for exhibitions and demonstrations of this craft during his

tenure. This period is referred to as a glarious and

historic period of this craft.

After a bfief absence of 3 years, Hariharna returned to
Channapatna as the first Director of the Rural Craft
Development Organisation (RCDO) sponsored by the Government
of India. This organisation involved itself in the
develaopment of crafts such as lacquerware, the marufacture
of cardboard, tiles, pottery etc and focussed development
inputs on the areas populated by Muslims and Scheduled Caste
Hindus. Japanese crafts persons and design;rs wevre brought
ta Channapatna and they remained for two years, to teach and
train people in gaining various skills related to crafts,
agriculture etc« ,The arganisation alsolperfurmed the role

of procuring raw materials and served as a marketing agency-
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Yashodaramma Dasappa former Minister of Karnataka took an
active role in the development of the craft. She reqguested
the late Prime.Minister Indira Gandhi not to close down RCDO
and to sustain it through intensi?e efforts. But after a few

years, this organisation was closed down.

The Karnataka State Handicraft Development Corporation
(KHDC) took a keen interest in this craft as early as in
196d. KHDC started a production centre in Channapatna for LW
and also procured raw material for the E;afts—persons and
organised the marketing of finished 1lac products through

their own retail outlets. Crafts-persons worked on a piece

rate basis in the production centre.

Exhaustive and comprehensive training inputs in design,
operation of m;chine lathes and the manufacture of a variety
of LW items were initiated by the Design Centre of the All
India Handicrafts Board (AIHB), Ministry of Commerce
Government of India. Iyyappa, the present Deputy Directory
of this Centre launched an intensive programme to develap
and sustain the craft on a long—term basis. The Centre
conducted a survey of crafts-persons ih and araund
Channapatna and in  1978-79 established ‘three training
centres; Dﬁe tentre is situated in Yelakeri and is anly for
waomen-. The two other centres are' at Syedwadi and Daira.

These three centres are very active and impart skills and
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knowledge to 60 trainees in all, in one year. However, the
composition of trainees at present is 5S% female and 95%

male.

In 1980 KHRC converted the production centre for LW intao
a "Rural Marketing Service Centre” and widened its
activities to include ncet only procurement and marketing but
alsoc design development and financial assistance. Around
1983-84, KHDC surveyed +the 9200 artisan families 1living
within 10 KM radius of Channapatna town to identify the
pacrest and most deserving crafts—pefsnns- In,K 1985-86, with
the cullah;ratinn of the Dutch Government, KHDC buwilt a LW
craft complex consisting of Common Facility Centre, with 30
power lathes, an administrative office and 126 living
quarters for Lh crafts—persans. A standing committee was
established for allotting the quarters. Each crafts—person's
family on allotment of a house in the complex, pays Rs. 40/-
per month for 25 years to own the premises. The production
centre is open to all crafts—perscns at a rent of Rs. 30/-
per month or Rs. 2/~ per day to work on the power lathes.
This complex is a major hall mark in the deQelnpment of this

craft and it has bestowed a new identity to the «crafts

PErsSOns.

Lac articles are also produced in Ramanagaram Taluka
which skirts Channaptna. Details of the practice of this

craft in Ramanagaram are included in Annexure B—-III.
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CHAPTER X

PEOFILE OF ENTERPRISE/EMPLOYMENT IN LACRUERWARE

The LW craft, in its infancy was a household craft with
a very low productivity, catering to the %tourist market of
Karnataka. Over the years, it has been making steady strides
and grown into a small and medium scale Industry serving a

large export market.

Due to this phenomenal growth and the influence of
market forces from abroad, the nature of employment of the
artisans hgs become multifaceted, as against the traditional
artisans who sold their wares solely to the local market at

Channapatna-

In the pregent context, the LW industry can be broadly

classified into —

i« Independent household unitsj
ii. Small scale enterprises;

iii. Medium scale industries;

In the first category of independent household units,
all family members of the househald may or many not be
engaged in this economic activity. Tﬁe artisans falling
under this category either hire power lathes at the KHDC

Facilities' Centre or own their power or hand lathes to
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produce their wares. Most of these artisans are self
employed and market the manufactured goods at various market
sutlets such as export units, agents of exporters, KHDC,

retail shops at Channapatna, purchasers and shops in

Bangalore city etc.

The small scale enterprises are set up at the artisan's
houses with a minimum of 4 to 10 lathes with hired labourers
working on a piece rate basis. These enterpreneures may or
may not be artisans. As a rule, these enterprises supply
their products either directly %o the exporters or +ta them

L4

through agents, or to the KHDC.

The Entreprises set up and owned by exporters at
Chammapatna are generally medium—scale industrias with a
minimum turnov;r of 3 lakhs. These units employ artisans on
wages ar on piece rate terms. There are a few exXporters at
~Bangalore-who enter ‘into a contract lwith artisams for
producing a desired quantity, for which generally, the rates
to the artisan/small scale enterprise are fined on
piece—rate terms. The specifications are given hky the

exporter — with a strict focus on quality-'

Within the first two categories a fair ahnunt of
employment gets generated as a . 5pin  off, owning to the

unique nature of this craft. For instance, many artists,
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both men and women, who are engaged in art work for dolls,
and other export and utility items, alsa undertake to do the
assembling work. In this category of artists, some of the
less—skilled work for wages and skilled artists work on
piece rate terms. Some of the more entreprising artists,
also act as middlemen for the KHDC or for export units. They
sub~contract the articles to artisans, but do the assembling
and artwork as a finishing process at their own premises.
Further, packaging wunits which produce cartons for LW
articles have sprung up around Channapatna town- These are

household &r small—-scale in nature and employ bhoth men and

wWomen «

A veteran in the craft whoe 1is also a large exporter
himself estimates the total LW production of Channapatna to

be around Es« 3 Crores.
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CHAPTER XX

RESEARCH METHODDLOGY

A specific and comprehensive methodology was designed to
suit the nature of the craft, the locals and the issues to

be probed.

1. To begin with, the researchers launched preliminary
sensing visits %o familiarise themselves with the craft
in its entirety and to build a rapport with the state
and central government development agencies.

2. Available secondary data both published and unpublished
was collected meticulously and a critical analysis was
undertaken to get a clear understanding of the history
of the craft and its various other dimensiaons -
traditional, social and economic.

3. Before starting the field wvisits and designing the
questionnaire, in-depth discussions were held with key
personnel in the following departments/centres.

i- Forest Department, Government of Karnatakaj
ii« Forest Research Laboratory, Government of Indiaj

iii. Karnataka 8tate Handicraft Development Corporation ~
both the corporate and project offices

iv. All India Handicraft Board (AIHB) Ministry of Commerce,
Government of India, Bangalorej

v« National Productivity Council, Bangalore;
vi. Three AIHB training Centres, Channapatnas

vii. Lacquerware Women Training Centre, Channapatna,
Department of 85C/8T, Government of Karnatakaj

viii«Artisans Training Centre, Department of Industries and
Commerce, Channapatnaj;

ix- Department of Industries and Commerce, Ramnagaramj

¥« Block Development Office, Channapatna and Ramanagarams
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Additionally the researchers met and held discussions
with private exporters and private enterprenuers eﬁgaged in
ancillary units su;h as the manufacture of cartons ¢o pack
the L. W- Articles, around Charmapatna. Thke veteransg
associated with LW inp Channapatna with whom in—depth
interviews were held, helped the researchers to obtain a
comprehensive understanding of the history,' past trends
technology and their personal pPerceptions regarding this

craft.

d . As a result of the sensing visits and the above
mentioned discussions and interviews, the reéearchers were
able to list the following villages and urban centres  where

LW is practiced.

Channapatna Taluk

Rural

Harisandra
Neelasandra
Sunnaghatta
Honganur
Muniappanna Dhoddi
Rampura

Singarajapura

Uppagere




Urban

Yelakeri
Syedwadi
Daira
Koettai
Makkan

KHDC Channapatna Lacquerware Craft Complex

Ramnagaram Taluk

Rural

Anknahalli

Jakkanahalli
{Bhivanahalli)

OQut of a total of 16 sites, the research team visited 12
and interviewed a minimum of three female and male artisans
in each site to assess the extent of female participation in

Lacquerwares

Selection of sample sites

A total absence of secondary data/information focussing
on female artisans and their participation, served as an
impetus to undertake a complete census of 3 sample sites
where female participation was observed to be higher, either
in the past relative to the present or currently, relative

to other L. W. Areas.
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A gquestionnaire was designed, keeping in view the
limitations of local enumerators to be employed and the
numher of housepolds to be covered. Through the

questionnaire researchers decided to elicit information

regarding the extent and nature of female/male/child
participation in LW, traditionality of the occupation, the
seasonality of craft, the differentials in male and

female income, market outlets and training acquired by hoth

female and male artisans.

The criteria for the selection of 3 sample locales were

’

as follows:'

(i) High female participation in the LW craft  in  a
particular area, either in the past or at present.

(ii) A fair representation of both muslim and scheduled
caste women engaged in LW.

No rural site could be selected as a sample due 4o the

fact that female participation was found to bhe insignificant

and very marginal in rural areas.

Secondly, all the sites except the KHDC “Complext where
both Hindus and Muslims were found, exhibited either a
Musiim dominated population or an entirely Hindu dominated
populatien, with a clear segergation in  each locale.

Therefore, one Muslim area — Makkan and one Hindu area
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Yelakeri and the KHDC LW complex representing bhoth Hindu and
Muslim populations were selected as the three sample sites
for the Census and further analysis. It is, interesting to
note that at Yelakeri, the Adi Marnatakas (¢SC) and the
other caste Hindus such as Vokkaligas and Lingayats who are
basically agriculturist castes, were distinctly segregated
in their residential areas- The LW artisans come solely from
the 85C community and hence a census was undertaken of only
the 8C colony at Yelakeri. None of the caste Hindus practice
this craft at Yelakeri as per field oabservations and this

was further corroborated by local artisans and the veterans.

In-depth interviews and micro-studies were conducted
with female artisans to ohserve and understand their
perceptions regarding LW and elicit information on their
social and economic status. While selecting the female
artisans for in-depth interviews, their capacity to work on
power lathes, training acquired,‘and their skills in artwork

were considered as essential criteria.
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CHAPTER XIXI

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME AND MARKET FORCES-

QUANTATIVE ANALYSIS AND QUALITATIVE PERCEPTIONS

The quantitative analysis in the following section is
based on the census conducted by the Research Team with the
help of a few local persons in the three selected sample

sites — Yelakeri, Makhan and the KHDC LW Complex.

The gualitative perceptions, that follow the
quantitative analysis, emerge from the experiential context
of field observations and the interphase with key personnels
from the Gévernment, Non-Government, and other agencies

indicated in Chapter V.

QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS

¢1)» Female and male participation in the Lacquerware craft

(ad Each of the selected three sample sites is wunique in
composition and exhibits no similarity to the others. S52¥% of
the population of the KHDC LW craft complex is Muslim,
while d8% is Hindu- The Makhan population is however totally
Muslim, without any exception, and the Yelakeri Adi-

Karnataka Colony comprises of onily Schedule Caste Hindus.

Analysing the Lacquerware barticipation Rate (LPR)

prevalent in the three sample sites, caste and religion
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seem to emerge as the most crucial variables (refer Tahle
I An overview of Table I indicates the percentage
population engaged in Lacquerware in the Yelakeri
Adi-Karnataka (AK) Colony as the highest i.e. a percentage
of 33.4 as against the lowest of S5.9% in the Makhan area
consisting of Muslims and a 32% LPR in the KHDC cﬁmplex

which has both Muslims and Hindus.

An examination of the LPR of both the Hindu and Muslim
populations at the KHDC complex indicates that the Hindu LPR

is 35.8% as against a 28.3% LPR amongst Muslims.
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Sample Total No. of — Total Population Population engaged Iin Lacguerwars % of Female
Sites Households : popul~ | parti-
Mus— Hin-{ Predn Locked* Muslim Muslim ation cipatic
1im (du Centre* . paleFe= | Chilaren] Tota Male Fe- |Children [ HMale cnildren]| 1R L.W | {n bui.
mele M b3 male | K F ‘ M A -
KHDC Lac-| 58 | 63 ! 2 3 96 93 63 694+) 178" 3 3 31.9 26,7
querware ; i
craft ! - ‘
Complex ! ; !
! _ : -
" ] 7 .
- Yelakerdi - | 53~ - - - - - - _ - 1 33.4 54.7
A.K. ! ‘
Celony _
Makhan 97 - - - 163 169|130 21 1 - 5.9 58.3
; .
!
1

* Production Centres are owned by Muslims

+ 2 male are engaged in sandal wares

@ 1 woman engaged in sandal ware

** 3 households were found to be Permanently locked.

5
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(b The caste wvariakle lalso seems to influence the
extent of female employment in LW. The percentage of female
artisans in L. W. out of the total female population iw each
of the sample sites is indicated in Table II.
TABLE iI

Percentage of Women Emploved as Lacqureware Artisans

Percentage of Female Artisans to Total Female

Sample Sites Population.

Hindu Muslim Aggregate
K« H« D. C-. 22.3 12.1 16.9
Yelakeri a7.9 - 47.9
Makhan - 6-7 6.7

At Yelakeri and the KHDC complex, 47.9% and .22-3% of
the Hindu Women are engaged in Lacguareware, while the
Muslim women artisans at Makhan and the KHDC complex
participate to the extent of a 6.7% and 12.1% respectively;
Therefore, it clearly emerges that a larger percentage of
Hindu women participate in the craft of lac-turnery,

relative to Muslim women-

. e} The géneral FPR, at the sample sites are very
significant, especially when the organised, state Government

supparted KHDC complex is viewed along with the oather two
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sites of Makhan and Yelakeri, which are unerganised, home
based and lack the degree of development inputs enjoyed by
the artisans at the KHDC complex. At the Yelakeri Adi-
Karnataka Colony Female artisans are 21 in numbker out of a
total of 1428 artisans [FPR=0.541. In Makhan, though the
total LPR is as low as 9.9%, out of the total number of 3&
artisans, 21 are female [FPR =0.58]. Both the areas register
a high female participation as against male participation in
LW. However the KHDC complex presents a contrasting picture
where the female artisans number 53 as against a +total of
198 artisans. [FPR=0.27]. Perhaps the focus and the inputs
of the development agency were directed solely towards the
male artisans. This may be one of the factors influencing

FPR at the KHDC Complex.

{II) Mature of Female participation:

From Table III emerges & picture of the nature of the
participation of female artisans in LW. The percentage of
women engaged in the export sector towards which, around 73%
of the total a LW production in Channapatna is directed is
insignificant. Out of a total of 148 female artisans, & are
engaged in producting export wares. Thevefore the
-contributinn of women %to ‘large export market is marginal.
Tabkle III also indicates that the bulk of the female

artisans produce beads and small tubes for curtains for the



131
local market. 84 Female artisanms out of the total 143 {S7%)
are found toe be engaged in less—skilled LW production.
[Production of heads and tubes, preparation and assemhling
of woodl. 12% (18 Out of 1423) produce a small range of toys
and only 24% (35 out of 148) have the opportunity of
producing a large range of LW articles. It is interesting to
note that though women are generally found to be proficient
in traditional designs and art, very few i.e. 3% find the
opportunity to work as artists.

TABLE ~ III

. NATURE OF WOMEN'S EMPLOYMENT IN LwW

Wood beads/
Sample Prepa- small Small Art All Export Total
sites ration tubes dolls work Wares Wares Female
assembly for artisans
curtain
Makhan - - i1 - i0 - 21
KHDC 3 19 d 5 id 2 47
Complex
Yelakeri
A. K. - &2 3 - i1 4 80
Colony
Total = 3 a1 13 5 35 6 148

(2.0) (55.0) (12.0) (3.4) ¢23.8) (4.0 (100)

— e — ——— . o ot B by

..._—..__...__.-....__.._._-...——._—-...—._..__..__-.__-__-.._-...__.._-...._.-._—..—

NOTE: Figures in parenthesis denote percentages.
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(IIT) Traditionality of LW as an occupation:

To assess the traditionality of LW, we assume here that
if a women starts producing LW articles at the early ages
of 10~135 years, her occupation is bound to be traditional,
toc a large extent. It is likely that a few elders in the
family took to LW as their primary occupation and that these
women in turn got influenced and motivated to take up LW as
;n occupation. Table IV reveals that 113 female artisans
(76%) started to work on LW in their early years of 10-15,
while 35 women (2d%) started practising LW after 15 vyears.

This phenomenon highlights the need to consider the fact

that large number of women (76%) are skilled artisans by

virtue of their long years of experience and exposure to

this craft-

TABLE - 1V

LW AS A TRADITIONAL OCCUPATION

No. of women No. of women

engaged in LW engaged in LW

between the after the age Total No.
Sample sites age of 10 of 15 years of women

vears and

15 years
Makhan 19 2 21
KHDC Complex 36 11 47
Yelakeri == 22 20
Total 113 35 143

(76 {24) (100

NOTE: Figures in parenthesis denote percentages.




{IV) Seasonality/Hours of work:

Data collected from the sample sites indicate that
92% of female artisans work all through the year while
the rest (8%) work for 11 monthes in & year. The women on
an average work around eight hours a day and few of them
evernn extend their working hours bheyond the eight hour

period if necessary.

(VY Employment and market pattern of female LW artisans

(a) Emgloyment?! The data collected from the sites

reveal that 32& of the total female artisans are ‘self
employed? while 5% are employed as wage earners/
piece-rate home workers under a 1local emplovyer, in
Small Scale Enterprises or for private exporters. This
is well illustrated in Table V.

TABLE — V

EMPLOYMENT PATTERN OF FEMALE LW ARTISANS

Piece-rate/wage
Sample Sites Self Employed garners under
88E or Exporters

Makhain 20 i

KHDC Complex a2 s
Velakeri A.K. Colony 79 Ty
Total 141 D
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Contextually, we would 1like to define the *self
employed’ female artisans as "those who independently secure
the rawmaterials from retail outlets, produce lacquer - ware
at their homes and sell their w;res directly +o +the
buyers/shopﬁ/ageﬁts in and around Charnmapatna. These
activities may be performed with ar without the help af the

heusehold members”.

(b) Market Forces: The bulk of the female artisans
sell their wares to intefmédiary consumers whao
happen to be KHDC, private agents and local

wholesale as well as retail shopkeepers.

TABLE - VI

DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE L-W-ARTISANS BY MARKET QUTLETS USED

Market Outlets

Bample Sites ———mme

KeH.D.Cs Private Agents Local Wholesale/
Retail Shops

Makhan 1 5 15

KeH.D.C. 16 14 17

Comples

Yelakeri -~ 35 45

A:K. Colony )

Total 17 . 5d 77

(11.5) (36.5) (52>

NOTE: Figures in parenthesis dencgte percentages.




105
Table VI illustrates the market network for lacquer
wares produced by the female artisans in the three
selectgd sample sites. A total of 23.5% (36.5% + 529)
of female artisans sell their wares to private
intermediary consumers such as private agents and local
wholesale/retail shops and 11.5% of them cater to the
KHDC  Complex at Channapatna. It is of great
significance thast only & female artisans work for the
export market through private agents and that the rest
of them supply their goods to the local market as -
indicated earlier in Tahle ITI- This .fact further

tlarifies the total picture of market environment and

pattern of sale of wares produced by female artisans.

Sixteen of.the female artisans residing in the KHDC
quarters, supply their wares to the KHDC complex as
against 1 female artisan in Makhan and none in
Yelakeri. Perhaps this could be due ta greater
accessability to the KHDC project office enjoyed by the
female artisans living in the kHDC quarters or hecause
they work +together with the male. artisans in
households, where the male artisan supplies his goods

to the KHDC project office.
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(VIY Income:

An overview of the range of income earned by the female
artisans in the selected three sample sites is illustrated
in Table VII. 61.5% of total female artisans earn an income
below Rs. 10/— per day- Field visits seem to indicate <that
within this category most of the women earn Rs. 5/~ to
Rs. 7/— per day. 34.5% of female artisans earn an income
ranging from Rs. 11/- to Rs. 20/=3 only 4% of the female

artisans earn an income above R& « 20/- per day -

TJABLE - VII

s,

RAMGE OF INCOME OF FEMALE ARTISANS IN THE

SELECTED SAMPLE SITES

Upto Rs.10/- Rs-11/- to Rs.20/- Above Rs. 20/-

Sites e R i T T
Female Male Female Male Female Male

Makhan 7 d 10 5 d 5

KHDC 17 26 298 &0 2 54

Complex

Yelakeri &7 32 13 27 - i

A.K. Colony

Total ' 71 683 S5t 2 & &0
(61.5%) (30.9%) (34.5%) {d1.2%) (49> (27 .3%)

-~ 10 Female Artisans (40%) out of a total of.21 in Makhan
and 28 (&60%) female artisans out of 47 at the KHDC complex

earn an income ranging between Rs. 11 And Rs. 20/—. However
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the Yelakeri A. K. Colony gives a contrasting picture with
only 13 female artisans (1&%) falling under the above income
range and with the rest of the 67 female artisans (24%)

earning less than Re. 10/~, and none earning above Rs. 20/=.

Table VII also highlights the comparitive picture of
male and female earnings. In all the three sample sites a
total of 61.5% female artisans earn upto 10 while only 30.9%
of male ,artisans fall within this range- A greater
percentage of male artisans (41.8%) fall within the dincome
range of Rs. 11-20, whereas only 3d4.5% female’artisans fall
with in this category of income. A glaring difference is
seen in the highest income range of Rs. 20/—- and abkowve as

this amount is earned by 27.3% of the male artisans against

only 4% of female artisans-.

(VIID)Training inputs to female artisans:

Analyses of date from the field suggesfs that because of the
consistent and exhaustive training inputs given hky AIHB
through its three centres, since 1977, and the additional
inputs given by the Social Welfare Department of the
Government of Karnataka {(now under S8SC/ST Department)
through its LW Training Centre for Women, each of the sample

locales have henifitted, but ' in different manners -
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At the Yelkeri A. K« Colony, the number of women trained
(39) surpasses the number of men, (15> trained. In contrast
at the KHDC complex the number of male artisans trained (23)
is more than that of female artisans (6>« At the Makhan out
of 21 artisans, 2 women have heen trained as against 1
trained male artisan. Glancing through the above data it can
be infered that where training inputs have keen gained by
women to a large extent, the female participation tends to
be higher—as witnessed in the Yelkeri A. K. Colony. Yelakeri
has the highest female participation rate of Sd.1% (relative
to the uthPr two sample sites) out of the , 23.4% of the
population which is engaged in LW, and this could be due to
the ahsorbtion of training inputs that are made availahble to

them-
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QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS

The ensuing gqualitative analysis is based on field
experiences, obhservations and the research team’s under—
standing of the multidimentional factors pertaining to LW in
Charmnapatna and the inter—phase aof the researchers with
female/male artisans, the Government, Mon-Gavernment and

related sectors.

A distinct phenomenon that repeatedly came up during the

entire course of field study is that of the decling trend

of female participation in LW. In the words of the Deputy

Directer, AIHB, "In the 19607's out of an approximate number
of 2000 artisans engaged in L. W. in and around Channapatna,
S0% were wnmen,'which has now dwindled to a mere 5%. "During
the course of field work in the Makhan area, the researchers
came to understand, that traditionally Muslim women of each
household in this locale were engaged in LW and each one was
a skilled artisan producing a vast range of products. The
Research Team came across 32 women who were earlief skilled
LW artisans but have now left LW and suﬁght employment
mostly in beedi relling. The reasons for this change 1listed
by them, were, lack of a steady supply of raw materials,
increase in cost of raw materials but static market price,
resulting in reduced income for artisans, and exploitation

by intermediary agents.
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It was in this context, that the researchers set out to
understand and explore the possible reasons and forces

affecting participation of women in LW.

(i) Market forces/dimensions:

The advent of the export market in the late 1970's
influenced this craft phenomenally. Exports soared ta the
current rate of 75% of the total LW production, in
Charmapatna. This fact necessitated not only precision and
speed in LW production but also resulted in a greater demand
for mechanized wares. 90-95% Female artisans ‘work on tiand
lathes.and they have neither access to nor opportunities for
working on power lathes along with the male artisans in any

of the production centres. Power lathe operation has always

o

L]

vé}been totally dominated by male artisans. This process

R
contributed to a steady decline of female artisans and hence

their work participation almost became invisible.

Thirough many of the export Jewellery items such as beads
of various sizes for necklaces can he produced by women (as
it needs hand lathe operation), the exporters preferred to

give their orders to male artisans. The exparter?s hias can

R —

probably ke attributed to the less visible female
participation in LW wherein they either cater to a small

portion of the local market producing educational toys and
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games {e.g. counting frames, skipping rope handles etc. ) or
help the male artisans of the household by preparing the
wood for turning and by assembling toys. Such LW articles
produced by these women have a very low profit margin
compared to other LW articles, as they are consumed by
schonls <{rural and urban) and one of their crucial
distribution outlets is the village ‘shandy?! (weekly/monthly

village market).

In the village Harisandra, male arfisans are found in
each household, whereas there exist only 4 to 35 female
artisans ih the entire village. In this village, male
artisans prepare beads out of Ebony and Rakthachandan (Red
Sandal wood) for export agents. They get an income of Hs. 9/-
for 100 beads ﬁroduced with an 1/4 inch diametre énd Rs. 12/~
for 100 beads with an 1/2 inch diametre. Each male artisan
earns & minimum of approximately Rs. 20~-2353/7/- per day-
Howaver female artisans producing 106 beads in ten colour
(each colour % 10 beads) for a local market, get Rs. 3/- or
a maximum of Rs. d4/— pevr day. This phenomena is another

indication of the marginalisation of the skills as well as

incomes of female artisans in and around Channapatna.

The low income, less skilled work for skilled female
artisans, coupled with raw material scarcity in the 1970°'s

has forced many of the Muslim female artisans to shift their
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employment base. The keedi industry offers steady incomes,
job security, and other benefits such ‘as bonus which were
attractive inspite of the possibility of increased health
hazards bhecause of constant inhaling of +tobacco dust.
Further, the beedi factories in Channapatna are owned by

Muslims who prefer to employ women from the same community.

This opportunity of alternate employment does not seem
to have been available for the Hindu female artisans as they
still continue to work on LW despite their low inicomes,
ranging from Rs. S/- to Rs. 10/- per day, whigh they earn,
even as théir Muslim counterparts earn Rs. 15/—- to Rs. 20/-

per day in beedi rolling.

{ii) Techneological Variahles:

Excluding these above mentioned processes, yet another
very strong force, that seems to have pushed female artfsans

behind the scene is that of technology.

In general, the technological changes that have taken
place in LW production can be termed ‘appropriate’ as  they
have not Jjeopardized the traditional skills but have
enhanced productivity and employment and helped'ﬁhe artisans
to cope with the increasing eﬁpuﬁt markets. The Channapatna
case acts as an example of how appropriate technology can
strengthen the traditional occupational skills (of at least

one section of the population.)
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Substitution of handlathes by powerlathes is the major
technological change that has revelutioniased the LW craft.

However, by some queer and subtle process the power lathe

operation is generally associated with male artisans only.

Many female artisans are trained and have skills equivalent
to their male counterparts- Wherever the researchers
encountered a few female artisans operating power 1lathes,
they did not voice any complaints but rather felt it to be
less strenuous than the hand-lathe operation. The Research
Team came acyvoss hoth favourahle and encburaging attitudes
and strong prejudices from male artisans regarding women
taking up the power lathe operation. A renowned wveteran in
the craft ;nd the owner of an 88I residing in Kumbharagere
in Channapatna observed, "The Hand Lathe (Patri) is very
strenuous for women and un-suitable as the posture held
affects the chést and spinal chord-. Power lathes are most
suitakle for women. All my three daughters work on power
IathEE foar 5 .— 6 hours a day". In'cnntrast we heard another
experienced male artisan who grumbled "women are not good at
the power lathe operation-. Even if you give them ten vyears
of training, they would still ke unahle to gain expertise

like men and achieve precision and a sharp finish in

turnery”.

Due to such prevailing assumptions and strong biases,

female artisans are generally not encouraged or motivated to
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take up Power—Lathe operation either at home or outside. For
instance in the KHDC complex’s Commonn Facilities Centre
which is equipped with 30 Power Lathes, not a single female
artisan uses these facilities. Further the entirely male-—
oriented atmosphere inhibits the female artisans from
demanding any access to it- To a large extent, if there is a
power lathe at home, the husband or the other male memhers
of the household monopolises it and even if the female
~memhers of the house have the skjlls and.praining to work on
power lathes, they are neither given‘thé opportunity nor any

encouragement, and their skills are sub—optimised.

’

Field exploration therefore reveals that technology

has_been blind to women in contrast to the general claim

that “technology is neutral’. These findings strengthen the
conclusions made in the NRP and the KSOP% about the adverse

effect of technology on women's employment in SFE.

(iii) Training inputs and Development Variahles:

Although an exclusive women's training centre exists -
under the SC/8T Welfare Department Administered by the Block
Develaopment Office in Channapatna, a lack of concerted

efforts and a definite focus tawards_ the development of

¥ 5mall Scale Forest Based Enterprises in India - With
Bpecial Reference to the Roles of Women ~ National Review

Paper.

Small Scale Forest Based Enterprises in Karnataka - With
Special Reference to the Roles of Women - Karnataka State
Overview Paper.
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skilled female LW artisans is witnessed. For the past two
three vyears, the power lathes at the +training centre
(specially designed “haby lathes for women') have beern idle
and no training has'been imparted %o trainees %o operate
them- This is due %o the appointment of a 1less-skilled
instructor who does wnot possess adequate knowledge and
exXxpertise in power-lathe operation. The Research Team found
many female artisans to be literate and skilled in power
lathe operation at Yelakeri, the KHDC complex and Kottai in
Channapatna. Therefore there is no reai- deart& for such
women, they only need to be identified and allowed to impart
their skills. '

The Block Development QOffice (BDO), Channapatna faces a
problem of decling response  year after year from female
artisans. (One -of the key officials ohserved "I have
suggested to the Government to close down the L.W. training
Centre for women and start something worthwﬁile instead."
It is quite unfortunate that the BDO persormel instead of
enguiring into the causes of the declining response from
women and adopting remedial measures, are thinking in terms
of closing the institute. While exploring th; causes of the
de;lining response of women for training in this institute,
the Researchers came across some very strong deterrants

experienced by women.
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These are —
(&) no training is imparted to work on power lathes.

(k) the stipend of Rs. 75/- per month paid to the women
trainees is inadequate as these women are gerierally
semi—-skilled and even without the training earn a
minimum of Rs. S5/- per day.

(c) no follow up action or scheme after training, to
support any likely infrastructure needs to enhance
their income is undertaken.

(d) wurban location of the institutes.

(e) unattractive to the rural female population as
commuting to and from Channapatna costs time as well
as money.

The research team also came across a lot of hureaucratic
hurdles. These include securing raw materials from the
lowest bidder‘ by calling for tenders here quality is
sacrificedy the LW products manufactured by the trainees
during the course of training'are not permittéd fo be sold
in the open market — they are only disposed through public

adction and in the last few years there have been very few

bidders for these articles.

A different kind of situation prevails at the three
training centres of the Regional Design and Technical Centre
of All India Handicraft Board (AIHB). ‘Thuugh the Yelakeri

Centre was started as a women's centre, the very next year,



117
the composition of trainees was S50% male and S0% female.
Over the years the number of female trainses dwindled and
currently there exist 3 female trainees to 57 male trainees.
The research team’s inter—action with AIHB personnel at the
decision making level, proved that they have focused their
efforts towards ftraining a greater number of women in their
centres in Chawnapatna. These officials also voiced their
concern aver the declining female participation din the
craft. On the other hand discussions with the AIHB field .
staff revealed that inspite of 20 - 25 existing women
applicants every vyear, the field staff restrict the
admission 'to very few women trainees. This aétitude seems %to
arise hecause of the shift which has occurred from the past
practice of recruiting older women to the curvent one of

vecruiting, school dropouts aged 12 to 17.

It fs very disheartening to note +that female trainees
trained at the different LW women training centres do not
get any development inputs or any support in terms of
financial assistance (Loans)., infrastructures (lathes on
hire, tool kits etc), guidance %o become an entrepreneur
placement opportunities, marketing assistn;ce gtc- Even at

the L. W. women’s training centre, the grant of tool kits

worth Rs. 200/~ to each trainee had been stopped since 1%280.
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A veteran craftsman who has worked for 26 years at the
Artisan Training Institute, and who is now an entrepreneur
vehemently stated "unless primarily a production centre is
linked to all the existing and future éraining centres the
craft cannot survive, more so hecause traftspersons/trainees
generally do net have any access +o working capital or
resources or electricity facilities in the houses to operate
Power Lathes or raw material procuring and storing facility.
Therefore, the production centre where crafts persons can
work on piece rates and assurance of steady income and
market ig essential for the development ef the

craftsperson'.

{iv) Rural—-urhan variahble:

The general picture of female participation that emerged
during field visits to villages where LW was practiced in
the huusehdlds, was totally different frﬁm that obtained in
the urban setting. In the rural areas, any two adjoining
villages do not present the same picture evenn if they are
ctlose to each other and there is a great amount of
inter—action between them-. For instance, in Harisandra-,and
Neela Kantanahalli most ruraJ‘meen are engaged in coir rape
ﬁaking whereas in the adjoining village Nellasandra the Adi

Karnataka Community (5C) practice Li.
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Among the rural villaﬁes where LW is practiced one
distint commonality emerges. The LW artisans are generally
male with a handful of women (2 to 5) being engaged in L
a self taught occupation emerging from the influence exerted
by the male members’ occupation. At the villages the male
artisans produce beads for the local market and earn around

Re« 3 To Rs. T per day.

However, in the wurban lacales of Channaptana as
discussed in the earlier sections a good number of Adi-
Karnataka (S8C) women and a comparitively smaller number of
Muslim women are engaged in LW. As a rule it was found that
the female participation in LW is higher in the wrban

settings than in rural areas.

Pevrhaps *this trend could be attribute& to the
opportunity that exists for rural women to take up seasonal
agricultural work which is totally aksent for théir wrban
counterparts. It is also noticed thaﬁ urbhan women have eas?
access to training centres, which are set up in  urban
locales. The rural women are totally unattracted to and lack
the motivation to seek training in these urban centres. - The
distance, the weed for daily travel and the low stipend

probably act as deterrants for the rural women.
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(v) External Variahlest

The advent of the hall pen seems to have adversely affected
the female participation in LW. Earlier women used to
produce pewn holders which are made of Hale wood and at the
top of which there is a provisioen for inserting a pen nib-
This is dipped into the inkpot and wused for writing. The
demand for these pen holders is now non—existent. This
phenomena is said to be a major cause for the decline in FPR
in LW as was revealed during discussions Awith female and

male artisans.

r

The invasion of the plastic industry into areas where LW
enjoyed moniopoly has also affected Female Participation. Faor
instance chess coins were traditionally made in wood Ly the
LW artisans, especially by wamen. Now substitutes‘ made in
plastic have completely taken over the LW market. Curtains,
made of hkeads and tubes of various sizes and colours are
also now duplicated in plastic. This facter (of the
emergence of subhstitutes) is bound to affect the general

demand for LW products.

Alternate employment appoertunity for urban women is vyet
another cause for the decline in FPR in LW. FEarlier wurban
women of Channapatna did not have any agptions for
employment. Now that the beedi industry in Channapatna 1is
organised and well developed, and is able %o ©provide

alternate employment especially for Muslim female artisans.
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Case Histories

As in the earlier section, a few individual case
studies are presented which attempt to throw light on a few
of the Lacquerware arfisans and present their personal
prohlems and perspectives.

(i) A Muslim Female Artisan Shaheen Bi#% residing in  the
KHDC Gluarters

My name is Shaheen Bir‘I started working on the Patri
(hand lathe) when I was ﬁwelve years ald. I learnt the LW
craft from my mother. At 1S I got married - my ﬂushand used
to work as :a cleaner of a lorry. He died in aé accident when
I was 18 and at that time my san was two vears old. My
mother gave me refuge and I brought up my son through my
income from LW« I am now 45 years old. I used to produce
chess hoards with coins and a variety of small dolls. The
demand for such products declined and 1ife became very

difficult. The decline in demand was due to the production

of plastic chess baard coins.

Then later I went through a 2 year training programme
at the AIHB LW tvraining centre at Yelakeri fn the years 1973
and 1979. They gave me Rs. 75/~ per month as stipend. I was
one of the first all women's hatch -trained at Yelakeri.

Since I was semi-skilled in LW even before training, I used
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to help the master in training other women. I learnt to work
on the power lathe and to produce a vange of LW article
during thiﬁ.training programme~ This has definitely made me

a skilled crafts person-s

Neither my son nor I have any access to nor opportunity
for working on power lathes and therefore both of us work on
handlathes only. Together, we earn Rs. 30 to 40 per day. We
buys the rawmaterial, either Halewood~or any other suitablé
timber wood to produce small tubes which form a part of the
LW curtains. 1 mana (10 Kgs) of & inch sticks costs wus
Rs. 10/— to 12/— at Channapatna town or Ramanagaram and we
buy other accessories like lac, colour etc. from the local

market. I .make the lac—sticks at home: myself.

I am illiterate but I can work on the power lathe-. I do
not think education is necessary to work on power lathes. I

can also teach others now-

(ii) & scheduled caste craftswomen — Muniamma* residing
in KHDC Guarters

1 am just 19 years old. I am married and I haQe. a six
month old daughter. Can vyou believe I have undergone a
family planning operation as well?. I do not want any more
children. My parents got me married with the hope of seeing
me véry happy but it all turned out otherwise. My husband is
against my working outside the home and he is very rigid

about this.
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I have passed 8.5.L.C. (Secondary School). I was
- fascinated and enthused when I saw Yelakeri women produce LW
artic}es- I joined the first LUW training centre for women of
the Social Welfare Department in 1980-81. Bince it was
inadequate, I decided to ge through the AIHB Yelakeri
Centre’s Training Programme for one vyear in 1981-82. I
received a stipend of Rs. 80/~ per month from this centre-
Before the birth of my dauther I used to make 200 +to 300
beads on the Patri (hand lathe). I used to get Rs. &6/~ to 9/-
per day (Rs. 3/- for 100 beads). I have not"yet re—started
work on the Patri I hope I can get piece ‘work with an
exporter or 85I. My hushand is warking for daily wages in a
LW small scale industry.

Ciii) A youny skilled craftswoman_ of Kumbhargere in
Channapatna Town

I am Lalitha*® and am seventeen. My father has been a
source of encouwragement for me to become a skilled LW
Craftswoman- Since my childhood, I have heen acquainted with
oﬁr household LW industry and seen my sister working on the
power lathe. Therefore after finishing my 7th standard, I
joined the AIHB Syedwadi LW training centre in 1983. Ever
since I completed my training, I have worked on pawer
lathes, in my father's S5I, along with my sister. I work for
about 6-8 hrs a day. My father started the 8SI in 1961.
Though our unit is a household 8SB8I, my wages are paid

separately.
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I feel more comfortable working with Power Lathes than
with the Patri (hand lathe) I am not sure whether I will
continue with this craft.after I get married. It depends on
thé hous;hnid practice and the .encouragement givew by my

future in—-laws.

I produce bangles, a variety of articles which my

father supplies to KHDC and other private exporters.

{iv) A _ veteran, super—-skilled craftswoman of Makhan

I think I must bhe around 70 vears old-. I have studied

I
[

in Urdu upto the third standard. You can see that even now I
prepare lac sticks and work on the Patpri (hand lathe). My
husband died long ago. I live with my son  and daughter—in
law« My son is‘also a LW artisan. Both of us make LW at
home- I earn around Rs. 20/- per day and my san  earns

Rs. 40/- to S0/~ per day.

I started making lac articles when I was thirteen vyears
old. During the AIHB Director Hariharan’s time I was trained
for 3 months in Bangalore and received a stipend of Rs. 150/-
per month. We are three sisters and all of us used to he
engaged in LW. One of my sisters who worked as an instructor
in the industrial school, is retired and now draws a pension
of Rs. 700/~ per month. By +the way, I was working as

instructor in LW in AIMB's centre at Bangalore and used to
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receive a salary of Rs. 200/~ per month. We were a group
fourteen working together, 7 of us were women and the other
9 were men. We used to go to different places such as Delhi,
Bombay, Indore, Madhyapradesh, Madras, Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh etc., for demonstrating the LW Craft. My mothevr used
to look after my son- She was getting old and asked me to
leave the job- She lived upto 120 years. I even instructed
and taught the LW craft to the nomadic tribe of Hakki—bikhki
under a programme for imparting skills. Those wevre a&all my
golden days. I was a fool. I left the job because vyou know
they wanted me to go to Kashmir again. It is ;o cold there,

sa I refused to go and left the job.

{(v) Shivamma* of Yelakeri — A schedulad caste craftswomen

Memkers from a;ound 100 haouseholds in Yelakeri AK Colony are
engaged LW and atleast 40 women work on hand lathes and
produce beads. I buy 1 mana (10 kgs} of Hale wood' (Wrightia
Tinctoria) for Rs. 12/— and produce around 300 beads. Now 1
get Rs» 3/~ for 100 beads and I earn aragund Rs. 9/-. But
after my expenses for lac, wood etc. my real profit is about
Rs. 5/- only. After the passing of ‘Aashaadé' (hetween July

-August), I should be able to get Rs. d/- for 100 beads. I

# All names of female artisans have been changed for
confidentiality.
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got trained in the LW Training Centre for women in 1935-g¢.
But I did not get any benefit and they did not teach me to
work an power lathes at all. Refore “training alse, I was

making the same beads and now again I produce keads.

My husband works on LW in a SSI and gets a wage pf Rs.
20/- per day. We have two children an& I am only 25 vyears
old. My husband, when he was very young during AIHR Director
Hariharvran's time, went all bver India for a demonstration of
LW. But now look at his plight he is.still engaged in wage

Wworka
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CHAPTER XIIZX

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT TO THE LACGUER WARE INDUSTRY

CURRENT SCENARIO

There exist a number of institutions which are engaged
in supporting and rurturing the craft of lac turnery. To
understand the different forces which work for and against
the development of this craft it is essential to study the
role played by these institutions. A rather interesting
factor which needs to ke noted is that most of these
institutions are Government bodies. Thereforé, this chapter
seeks to assess and understand the modes of inter action
between the Develaopment Agencies in Channapatna and the

local craftspersons.

(i Government of India, Ministry of Commerce, All India
Handicrafts Board (AIHB) - Regional Design Centre at
Bangalore.

Since 1977 AIHB through its design centre has played a
~very crucial and dominant vole in the development of LW, by

starting training centres at three different sites in

Charmapatnanx

Each year these training centres taken an 60 trainees to
impart skills in  désign, operation of power lathes and
production of a variety of LW drticles. Each training centre

is staffed with one store keeper, one master craftsman, one
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assistant master, one helper and one chowkidar (watchman).
Apart from these staff members, one master artist is

employed in all the three centres.

The three training centres are situated in the urban

extentions of Channapatna town — at Yelakeri (5C dominated

area) Syedwadi and Daria (hoth Muslim dominated areasy.

Each centre trains a batch of twenty candidates. Currently
the trainees are school drop-outs within the age groups of
10-15 vyears. Training is for_a.perind of ome vear. A stipend

of Rs. 100/- per month is given tao each trainee.

Every year there are around 200 applicat{ona for the &0
traineeships. Last year out of the 200 applications, 20 were
female. Though the centre at Yelakeri was started in 1973-79
to train only .female candidates, in the very next‘year, S0%
of the trainees were men. Currently +there are only three
female trainees aut of a total of &0.

(ii> Government of Karnataka - Karnataka State Handicraft
Develapment Corpoaration (KHDC)> Bangalore.

An active and pivotal role has been taken wup by the

KHDC in the development of the LW craft Qince 1964, when

KHDC started a Production Centre at . Channapatna and

allowed local artisans to work on a piece rate basis at

these centres. In 1930-81 the production centre was
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converted to a “Rural Mérketing Service Centre' where
financial and design assistance, raw materials supply, and
procurement of finished goods were undertaken to facilitate
the development of the craft. By 1983-84 KHDC surveyed 900
artisan families around a radius of 10 KMs from Channapatna
to select deserving artisan families for allotting living
quarters at the complex. KHDC cellaborated with the Dutch
Government to raise funds for infrastructure and buildings
to house 126 artisan fami;ies and common facilities centre
with 30 power lathes attached to it. Since 1986, 126 artisan
families have started residing in the allotted gquarters and
utilise the common facilities. KHDC also runsla raw material
depot at Charmapatna to supply the requived raw materials to
local artisans. The centre procures the finished goads from
selected artisans and markets them through their various
show rooms &ll over India- The following Table indicating
the procuremenﬁ of lac articles by KHDC from 1950' to 1937

depicts the growth of the craft through the help of the

centre.
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TABLE — VIII

KHDC Procurement of lac articles in

Channapatna over the vyears 19230-27

Year Value of procured articles in Rs.
1980-51 25,963.00
1981-82 46,635.10
198283 2,26,872.45
198324 L 79,674.50
193485 1,95,34%.30
1985-36 5,53,957.45
1926-87 6,42,000.00

Source: Record hooks — KHDC, Bangalore

The procurement, design assistance, supply of raw

-material production facilities and arrangement of credit

through banks, are all admivistered by the KHDC project
office at Channapatna with the support and guidance of the

Corporate office at Bangalore-

Of the tutal.estimated LW production of Rs. 3 crores,
the KHDC's 1986-87 procurement figures indicate, that a mere
2-1% was sold to the Karnataka Government- 70%~0f'the total
LW production goes to the expart market, out of which, only
1% of the exports is handled by KHDC and the 9F% is effected

by a few exporters. This fact clearly indicates that immense
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and urgent action and development inputs are required for
protecting the artisans from any future exploitation by &

handfull of exporters.

Until now, KHDC's focus has been towards male artisans
only. However, there exist commendable future Plans  through
which KHDC envisages a training cum production centre for
female artisans in collaboration with the Norwegian agency -~
NORAD .

(iii) Government of Karnataka —'Department of Industries

and Commerce (DIC) - Artisan Training Centre,
Channapatna

’

The Ahtisan Training Centre which holds a gloricus and
illustrious past record since its inception in 1902, is row
taking a rervipheral role in the development of LW. Currently
S coraftsmen ‘ are undergoing training under various
development schemes such as the Rural Artisan'Programme, the
Special Component Plan for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, and the Training of Rural Youth for Self Employment
(TRYSEM)> Programme. The stipend to the trainee artisan undep
each programme is different. However, the role played hy the
DIC is currently very marginal in natu#e and  there is
absolutely noa focus on  training ar developing female

artisans.
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(iv) Government of Karﬁataka ~ Scheduled Caste/Scheduled
Trihe Department, Lacquer Ware Training Institute
CLWTI> for Women.

. Since its inception in 1963 the training centre has been
impafting training to a hatch of 20 women each vear. This
gradually increased to 25 women and later in 1980 to =0
women per batch. A stipend of Rs. 75/- is paid to each
trainee per month during the course nf the training period
ef one vyear. Until 1984-85, the institute had a full
enrollment of 30 wnmén- However, later in 1986-37, this
declined to 16, and at present the number of traineses at the
institute'to 13 women anly. Women in thke age -group aof 16-35

Years are selected with priority heing given to widows and

destitutes.

The decline in the number of trainees can be'attributed
to factors like lack of training in powerlathes due to their
being taught hy a semimskilled instructor, and the heagre
stipend of Rs. 75/~y which is not even sufficient +to cover
transpoert  costs and the consequent reluctance of the
artisans to sacrifice the income of Rs. 7-10 per day which
they earn even without the training. Wntil 1984-85, a
competent and skilled woman instructor was available and
trainees gained training to work on power lathes. Till then
there was a full complement of 30 trainees per batch and the
respanse was more than adquate as can be observed in

Tahle IX.
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Enrollment of Trainees at the LW Training Institute for

Women
Year Total number of Trainees
1976-31 30
12381-82 30
1732-233 30
1983-24 30
1384-8% 30
1985-286 20
1986-37 14
19837-88 13
Source® Record Books - Lacquer Ware Training Institute for

Women, Channapatna-

All the trainees, in the last few years have heent fram
Channapatna town, and no women from the neérby rural areas
has respanded to this training facility. The administration
of the institute is the responsibility of the  Block
Development Officer of Chavwnapatna. It is rather painful to
note that attempts are underway to close dawn the institute
due tq the decline in the response from women without any
one eﬁquiring inte the factors causing the decline in
- participation and without any ‘attempts towards remedial

action.




v) Channapatna Lacquerware Co—Oparative Society:

The society claims a membership of 250 artisans but at
present is found to ke a rather passive institution.
Orginally a large number of female artisans from the Makhan

a ho napatna were members of this coeity, b & this is
no longer so. Three larry loads of raw material of Wrightia
Tinctoria (Hale) are allotted every month to this society,
but this seems to help only a few rich artisans who act as
ﬁrivate cantractors and who are able to invest amounts as

huge as Rs. 4,000 - 9,000, as cash payments at a time.
{(vi) Nationalised and Scheduled Banks: ’

The financial institutions such as nationalised and
scheduled banks are generally found tohe working under a
universal frame of rules applicable to all and any  rural
area. There is no special focus on the LW crafts—person. If
an artisan along with an application submits the certificate
of training skills obhtained from the AIHB or LWTI for Women,
an améunt of Rs. 5,000/~ towards working capital, is given
depending on other criteria, such as guarantory, financial

soundness of the client etc.

Under the Self Employment/Small Scale Industry Scheme
on amount of Rs. 25,000/- is sanctioned to install power

lathes. However, the revcentage of artisans who cbtain such
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credit facilities are very few. There exists no special

credit schemes for female artisans.
(vii) Govermment of Karnataka Forest Department:

Inspite of the fact that LW craft is largely dependent
on both forests and village waste lands for the crucial
supply of raw material such as Hale Woad (Wrightia
Tinctoria) and Lac and the Forest Department is eager and
willing to intensify its efforts to facilitate a proper raw
material supply, there seems to be no action plan availahble

to translate this desire into effective inputs.

-
]

The price of Hale Wood has shot up from Rs. 100—-120 per

ton 15 years ago, to the current rate of Rs+.1,200/- per ton-.

The forest Department does nrot possess any separate
mecharism for identifing and sorting the félled trees
(Wrightia Tinctoria) as raw material supply for LW craft,

but it categorieses these trees as ‘timbep! for firewood.

Due to the long harvesting period of 20-25 years of the
Wrightia Tinctoria tree, the Department is reluctawt to
encourage the cultivation of these trees on a large scale.
However, currently the Fofest Research Laboratory,
Government of India is engaged in finding substitute species

for Wrightia Tinctovria, for use in the LW industry.
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(viii) Forest Research Labkoratory, Government of Indiaz

To combat the raw material shortage experienced by the
LW artisans, the Forest Research Laboratory has evaluated
the suitability of a few non—conventional timber trees apd
found Acacia Ariculiformis (Bengal Jolly/Haldi Meease Mara),
Alstonia Scholaris (Janthalla) Artocarpus integrefolis,
Elaerocarpus Tuberculatos (Rudrak), Eucalyptus Hybrid
(Bluegum/Eucalyptus}, Grevillea Robusta (silver Oak),
Maesopsis eminii (Masizi), Swietenia Mahagoni (Mahagoni) and
Terminalla Bellerica {Thare) to have the potential for

substituting the currently used raw material.

OFf the above 9 species, extensive experimentation has
beern conducted with the Acacia Ariculiformis tree. In 1965,
70 seedlings were planted in the Forest Experimenfal station
at Mudigere (Bangalore Districtd. This species is also keing

introducted in many 50il contservation plantations.

With the collaboration of the Government of India,
Regional Design and Technical Develapment Centre, Bangalore,
experiments were undertaken to assess and find out the
suitability of Acacia ariculiformis tree far the LW industry
for which turning and lacquer coating properties are most
vital. By viftue of its 10 years harvest period, the Forest
Department and the Research Laboratory are contident of

meeting the demand for good turnery wood through this +tree.
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The active and in many ways successful role played hy
the State and Central Development Agencies in Channapatna,
from the very inception of the LW industry suggests that
positive support by the Government to traditional
handicrafts can go a long way in strengthening them- IFf the
vigour which existed in the past, ¢(as seen in the Chapter on
the Genesis of the Craft) seems somewhat absent wnow, this
can probably be attributed to the transition aof the craft
from a home hkased industry to an export oriented commercial
industry which no longer has the dedicated support of
individuals like Bavasmia and Hariharan. What also seems
lacking Eurrently is a whalistic jaint effaort by all the
Development Agencies towards assisting crafts men and women-.

Each institution is doing its bit ow its own but the rewards

of co-ordinated assistance are 1likely to he richer.
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CHAPTER XT\

Future Course and Possikilities

The KHDC is currently poised on the course of a3 well
designed plarn of actinn in developing fhe LW craft, in
potential exhibiting regions of Karnataka-. In Channapatna, a
production and training complex has been planned entirely
for women with the tollaboration af the Norvegian
Goverrment. Three to four batches of 20 women are be trained
in this complex and a stipen of Rs. 250/- ke month is to bhe

given to each trainee.

Recently, in 1987, a LW tﬁaining centre Qas set up in
Kinhal, in Raichuy district in Karnataka, where
traditionally wooden toys have heen manufactured by the

local crafts—persons.

Theerthahalli, in Shimoga District in Karnataka has been
identified as a potential place to launch a LW  development
and training centvre- This isg primarily because the raw
material, “Halewocod', is available in plenty, in the forests

af Shimoga-

The Department of Industries and Commerce, Government of
Karnataka, Ramanagaram ‘is mobhilising " the necessary
.énfrastructure to start a training centre in the village of
Anknahalli. Under %the Integrated Rural Development Programme
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(IRDP>, a batch of 30 per5$ns are to be trained in the
production af LW articles. At Anknahalli both men and women
are currently engaged in preparing rubber stamp holders with
the use of jungle wood from the mneighbouring forests and

village lands.

1t is therefore clear that the Development Agencies
concerned with Lacquer Ware are keen on further strengthen-
ing its base and on creating employment opportunities in
different potential exhibiting regions of Karnataka by

starting Lacquer Ware centres there.

z

Howeber, to bring together the isolated efforts of the
different institutions engaged in promoting Lacquer Ware, an
Agency which can integrate all the different existing

organisations may be essential.

For this purpose it is suggested that a Lacquer Ware

Developmewnt Board be formeds

This Board’s purpose and goal would then ke to bring
about a comprehensive approach to serve the needs of LW
artisans through ane Common institution« Tao depict
effectively the need and likely structure of such a hoard,
a Schematic Presentation is made in the fuliowing page,
along with which is also preserited a diagram depicting the
existing structure of the organisations currently involved

with lacquereware.
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The body of members éf this board could consist of one
representative from each of the 10 organizations currently
engaged in LW development, along with four (two male and two
female) representatives from LW artisans. The koard could
serve the needs of LW artisans in the spheres of raw
material supply, credit and production assistance, and
marketing facilities- The yole of this board would be
essentially that of liasoning in wnature. The mode of
functioning and general set up can he suitably evolved by

the baord itself.

In view of thg fact that the LW craft is now being
promoted and encouraged by KHDC through their project
offices, in Kiwnhal in.RaichuP District and Theevthahalli in
Shimoyga District, the emergence of an inteyrated Board could

be vital in the development of this craft in Karnataka-
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CHAPTER X\/

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

I. For the Development of Female Artisans ard the
Erthancement of the FPR:

i) Revival measures to infuse enthusiasm and commitment

to work for the development of female arisans in the

existing Lacquer Ware Training Institute for Women under

the Directorate of SC/ST need to he initiated. It may he

moye appropriate if this cewtre were brought wunder the
Directorate of Women and Child Welfare af the Government of
Karnataka. This measure could enable all female artisans to
keviefit from this centre, and of course 5S0% of the seats
could he reserved for SC and 25% for Muslim artd  the other
25% for waomen from other communities. This may altevr the
present trend df a declining FPR and the benefit; of the

centre could he enjoyed by female artisans belonging teo

different communities.

A skilled woman instructor with commitment and. with the
will to work for women, should he appointed as a regular
employee of the centre. Intensive training to work arn
powerlathes need to a part of the curriculum, as it is
with the All India Handicraft Board’s L. W Training

Centres.
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The current stipend of Rs. 75/— per trainee 1is rather
meagre- A realistic stipend needs teo be evolved to
compensate the minimum daily wage obtained by less—skilled

LW artisans and to adequately cover their transport costs.

Te attract and *to impart skills to female artisans
residing in rural locales, training centre ought +to be
*‘rural hased-. Perhaps a policy of shifting the centre every
three years to another vural area where potential female LU

artisans reside can hbe evolved.

(ii) Orie out of the three LW Training Centpes -of AIHB

needs to he reserved only for Women. UOre master crafiswoman
and one woman assistant to impart a complete range of skills

in LW production need to he appointed.

(iidd Te enhavnnce the FPR, a separate Production Centre

with 10-20 powerlathes needs to be set up in an appropriate
rural area, which trained fémale artisans can utilise.
The centre could act as a liaisoning agency to mobilise
financial support for female artisansy to procure raw
materails and also to take wup the responsibility of
marketing the finished LW articles produced by the female

artisans at the centre and in near hy ruoral areas.

Civ) A need consistently voiced and felt by many of the
veterans involved with the LW craft is that of a Special

Course in Art Work and Desi¢gn_related to LW for women. It
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has been felt that both Muslim and Hindu women are good at
traditional art work and designs. Muslim women's potential
as artists is seen in the creative designs +they draw on
their palms in Mehtendi paste#. Hindu womewn’s artist skills
are witnessed in the rangolli*¥¥ patterns they draw in  front
of their houses and on festival days, with the help of rice
flour/or coarse white powder. Now-a-days the export market
requives art work on all the LW articles and there is a
dearth of artists experienced hy e#porters- Hence such a
course in art work for a period af & mownths on a stipendary
Basis can inteyrate more female artisans in to LW. However,
the women who complete the course would need to be referred
to exporters and any other production centres to get

employment on either full time or on a piece rate basis.

<V The Artisan Training Institute of Department of

Industrigs and Commerce (DIC), Govt.. 0Of Karnataka which

can boast of an illustrious history is at present in a
lismal state, as far as the LW craft is concerned. The good

facilities and resources available hevre are sub-optimized.

# Mehendi is a paste made out of a particular leaf which is
£ irst dried and powdered and stored with the help of any
1 ong slender stick, designs are made on women'’s palms which
1 eaves behind an orangish red <colour after a few hours.

# % Rangoli is the traditional art of decorating floors by
drawing patterns on it with rice flour or other coloured
material {similar to rice flourd). This 1is especially
wiitnessed in South India.
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The DIC could evelve a regular training scheme at this
institute for a batch of 20-25 LW artisans on a vearly basis
or- short term skill development courses could be started to
impart additional skills to the male artisans. The Centre
also posseses facilities to start a production centre which

can be initiated as a development measure for poor artisans.

The DIC can take up a liaisons role to secure fimancial
suppart towards fixed and working capital for artisans
including through the TRYSEM (Training Youth for Self
Employment) and Speical Component Schemes- Additionally the
Rural Artigans Frogramme (RAP} can be int;nsified - at
present only the male artisans benefit from this programme,

even though it is intended for hoth male and female

artisans.

2« For Improving and Charnelising Raw Material Resources:

A paradox which seems to exist in the case of raw
material supply, is that Halewood which is claimed to be in
scarce supply by the Forest Department Officials, is
available in large quantities and at cheapér rates with the

contractors.

LW artisans feel that the Forest Department should cut
down overhead expenses and that this would make Hale wood

cheaper-




147
Further they also feel +that the Department should
consider charging the unit of sale from cubjc metres g

tormes {as it was earlier).

The Forest Department aof the Government of Karnataka
could launch a long-range plan to take up afforestation of
Hale wood. Currently such a plan seems to be non—existent in

the forest department’s plan of action.

The Forest Research Laboratory of the Government of India
zvhich is at present engaged in finding substitute wood for
Zirightia Tinctoria, could work in close collébaration with
*%he Forest Department of the Government of Karnataka and the
Aartisan groups and organizations invelved in the development
—=f LW. Research findings should ke steadily disseminated
£ hrough an evolved process to the LW artisans. This would
rrot only increase AWAIreness, but_also create an  atmosphere
=t confidence towards the application of such specieg of

= ubstitute of woed in the preparatien of LW articles.

T he Faorest Department of the Government of Karnataka or any
o ther NGO could organize the artisan commuﬁity in regional
g roups and extend support systems to encourge community

f orestry to develop raw material resourcess.
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3. For Initiating Future Research and Development Inputs:

(i) Exhaustive research to assess scientifically the
existence and degree of poisonous/hazardous contents in LW
articles so that if necessary, remedial measures can be
adopted, and to diversify the production of children's toys

both in India and abkroad, needs ta be undertaken.

Cii) Artisans working on powerlathes need a few safety
precautions, such as goggles to protect their eyes from any
small chip of woed or wood dust. This can be enforced by the

Government, as a safety measures in this industry.

Ciid) The existing model of power lathes at Channapatna
is extremely noisy. Technological improvements/refinements

to reduce the noise is essential.
d. For the Long Term Development of the LW Industiryt

To integrate all the prevailing and isolated develop—
ment efforts of various institutions/gavt bodies, an
exclusive Lacgquerware Development Board could be formed -
the objectives and possible structure of ' the Board have

already heen dealt with in the previous Chapter.
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ANMME XURE =—17I

RAW MATERIALS AND TOOLS USED IN LACOUERWARE CRAFT

Raw Materials

i) Halewood (Wrightia Tinctoria)d

The basic raw material used in the LW craft is
Wrightia Tinctoria <(local wname ~- Haled. Thisz wood is
extremely close grained, moderately hard and turns %o fine
shapes by hand or machine. It has very low moisture and o0il
content. DHE to the low 0il content it renders a good finish
and lucidity on polishing. It is availakle in the forest
ranges and village waste lands of Channapatna and Ramnagaram

Talukas, Mysore, Shimaga, Chickmagalur, Hassan and Coorg in

Karnataka State.

Artisans also wark with vyellow teak waood, <{Adina
Cordifolia), silver oak (Grevillea Robusta), Ebkony and
Rakthachandana, red wood (Lal Agar), blackwood (Kale Agar),
rose wood, grey wood, red cidar, pine wood and accasionally
other species of jungle wood. The government rate for
Wrightia Tinctoria (Hale) is Rs. 1200/- per ton, whereas
with private suppliers it costs araund Rs. 900/- per ton.
The retail rate in the market is.Rs. 12/~ for a small hillet

of 10 kg-
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i) Lac: The lac that is used in LW craft is a resin
lac - a gummy deposit ofthe insect *Technadria Lacca’, which
is available in the forests of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Orissa, Uttarpradesh and West Bengal- Though in
the begivming of 19th century Lac was available in plenty in

the Mysore forests, this is no longer so.

There are 3 types of lac used in LW craft. The first
quality knowﬁ as Button Lac ia_light and golden coloured.
The second quality is medium bHrown in colour. The third
gquality appears dark and black in colour- The first gquality
costs Rs. 120/- pev kg., the second quality Rs. 80/- per kg
_and the third REBs. 60/- per kg. A major proportion of Lac

supplies comes from Madhya Pradesh.

(iii) Lithophone: Lithophone is a compound of harium

sulphate and zinc sulphide. It is a white pigment which
enables Lac to lose its transperancy and become opaque. This
is impavrted from Czechoslovakia and Germany and costs around
Rg. 50/- per kg., in Channapatna. The artisans sometimes
favour Titanium di-oxide (white-super guality) which costs

around Rs. 120/- per kyg.

(iv) Aniliwe Colours: This is “ane” of the main raw
materials utilized in LW. To “"prepare lacquer—-sticks aof
desired colours, Aniline colours are used. The basic Aniline

colours and their respective prices are as follows:




151

Cost Unit of measurement

Rhodomine (Rose) Rs. 8/~ 10 Gm
Auromine (Yellow) . Rs. d/- —da—
Diamond Green Rs. 4/— ~do-—
Purple Rs. d/- —da-
Violet Rs. &/~ —do—
Red Rs. 5/- —~do-—-

By klending the basic colours, the artisans prepare many

other shades as well.

(v Poster'culours and Enamel Paints

These are used to paint scenaries on calender plates
and to draw facial features on dolls. Indian made Ernamel
paints are used and their cost ranges hetween Rs. 5/— and
Rs« 8.50 for 100 ml depending on the «colours. The poster

colours for a packet of 30 ml costs around Rs. 3I/-.

The LW artisans also use clear varnish (Rs. 43 per
litre) special wood varmish (Rs. 60 per litre) and thinner

{Rs. 25/~ per litre).

{vi) Sand Paper: For smoothening the surface kefore
1ac¢uering, abrasive paper is used. The cost of sand paper
is around Rs. 1/~ to Rs. 1.75/- depending on its quality for

a sheet of 12 inches ¥ 10 inches.
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(vii) Talegiri: (Screwpine leaf) - Screwpine leaf is an
important accessory for buffing the wood after lacquering it

to make it lucid.A bundle of 100 leaves cost around Rs .20/-.

(viii) Tools: The main tool in lac turnery is the lathe.

Both handlathes and powerlathes are commonly used.

(i) Hand Lathe: (Patri) - These lathes are made by the

local carpenters. The hand lathe censists of +two parallel
rectangular woaden bars of size 19 inches ® 31/2 inches.
Both the bars have two ironm discs at the ﬁnrking ends.
Another wooden bar is attached to the parallel bar at a
right anglé position. The free end of this third wooderr har
passes through a rectangular hole made in the right parallel
bar. This right parallel bar is movakle, sliding on the
conviecting bar; while the left ane is fixed. A thick iron
bar akout 3% inch 1long rests horizontally on both the
parallel hars serving as a tool rest-_The craftsperson sits
on a low stool placed befweéﬁ the parallel kbars. The wood to
be turned and lacquered is fixed to the rotating axle which
carries at its free end a Cup chuck. This rotating axle is
fixed in hetween the dead centres of the lafhe- A hole hored
at the dead centre helds the turning piece securely in
"position. Motion is imparted to the rotating axle (locally
called ‘chandrike?) by forwanrd aﬂd backward movements on a

bow string. While the right hand is engaged in moving the
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bow, the crafts-persons holds the turning tool in their left
hand and use their right foot to regulate +the pressure on

the tool.

{ii) Power Lathe: The cperations of the hand lathe is

mechanised in the Power Lathe and the speed of work is

increased.

The head stock of the lathe consists of a revolving
axle attached to two helt pulleys. The other ewd of the helt
runs over a pulley mounted on a revolving shaft driven by an
electric motor. Of the two pulleys at the headstock, one 1is
a fast pullgy and the other a loose pulley. The fast pulley

is keyed to the shaft and rotates. The loose pulley can ke

detatched from the axle to stop motion.

(iii) Cutting tools that are used to turny wood in
hand/power lathes are chisels, gauges, snappers, ebtc. For
preparing the wood to be turned, tools such as asxe, handsaw

and the fenon saw are used-.
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PRODUCTION/PEOCESSES IN LACRUERWARE

The general productidn involved in the making of
Lacquereware process can be classified into seven sub-—

processes?

{i) Preparation of Lacguer sticks — The Lac is allowed

to soften by sticking it on to one end of a wooden stick.
The maximum gquantity of molten lac which two identical
splinters can possikly 1lift, is taken and heated_to'attain a
plastic condition. This is kept warm from time to time. To
this moss, a specific amount of lithophone is added and is
beaten continuously until a homogenous moss with a white
tirnge is oktained. To this warm moss, a small portion of a
required shade‘uf dye in powder form, mixed with a small
amount of water, is added and beaten to obtain the correct
shade. The mixture then assumes the cqnsistency of rubber.
Whenrn the colowred mixture is sufficiently hot and before it
so0lidifies, it is removed from the splinters by hand and a
long stick of coloured lacquer 1/4 inch thick and S/d4  inch
wide is drawn out and cut into a length' & inches to 8
ivnches. The craftspersons prepare 4 to G sticks of one
colour at a time. These sticks have a shelf 1life of one

month only after which they hecome hard and unfit for

lacquering-
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(ii) Seasoning of wood: Legs of wood are cut into small

billets and stored away from heat and sunlight allowing free
circulation of air, for about ten days to a mornth, depending

on the moisture content of the wood.

(iii) Preparation of wood for turning: The edges of the

seasoned billets are chiselled and  superfluous wood is
removed to render an even and smooth surface. The Billets

thus prepared assume- cylindrical shape.

(iv) Shaping the woed on the lathe: To shape a

cylindrical wood, crafts—-persans apply cutting tools to the
revolving Eiece so that thin continusous chips are scraped
out of the waod- By dexterous handling and practice,
craftspersons are ahle to apply the tools su;h that a
uniformly thin‘layer af wood is removed from the waod klack
and desired shapes are evolved. With power lathes hoth hands
ctan be used. to- shape the wood whereas wifﬁ hand lathe anly
the left hand is used for shaping the.woud, while the right

hand okperates the bow string for movement.

(v) Preparing the hase for lacquerings: By' constant and

steady movement of sand Paper on the revalving wood, a

smooth and uniform surface is secuvred.

(vi) Lacquering: The quality of finished goods to a

great extent depends on the skillful application of lac on
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the turned piece of wood. Léc is applied by pressing a
lacstick of a given colour %o the revolving and shaped wood
on the lathe. The lac melts due to the heat produced by

friction and gets wuniformly deposited an the wood.

(vii) Fiwishing: The lacquered piece is buffed by
pressing a screwpine leaf on the revoelving piece. This
process vrenders a certain lucidity to the article hy

spreading the lac effectively on the turned piece.

The lacqured article is cut off with the helﬁ of a

cutting tool and taken out of the lathe.

Articles which need painting, or other artistic wark,
such as designs or facial features are painted by the

artist.
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Lacquerware Craft in Ramanagaram Taluka

Ramanagaram is & neighbouring taluka of Chanmnapatna, and
ijs situated S0 kms away from Bangaloré city. In few of the
villages of Ramanagaram taluka (within a radius of 15 kms
of each other) the LW craft is practiced ky male and female

artisans. Such villages include Jakanahalli, Shivanahalli,

Anknahalli and Uragahalli.

A distinct feature of the LW craft, found in these
villages is that of the production of " rubber stamp
holders/handles in bulk. No other types of Lac articles ars
produced any where« The LW craft is restricted completely

and solely -« %o the production of such  handles.

Another interesting fact is that = artisans of
Ramanagaram do not depend on Nrightia.Tincioria {Hale Wood)
for their raw material. They use any timber/jungle wood. The
raw material is never purchased in the market and it s
always collected from the nearhy forests/waste lands-
Ramanagaram artisans extensively use black. lac sticks and

very rarely white sticks for coclouring the stamp holders.

fach artisan gets 10 paise per stamp holder and produces

around a minimum of 200 to 250 holders and earns Rs. 20 to

Rgs. 25/— per day-
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The agents who purchase +the stamp holders from the
rural artisans, mostly 1live in the same villages. Such
agents procure the stamp holders and distribute them in the
Bangalore. The agents claim that they get 1 paisa for each
stamp holder. The development of the LW artisans of
Ramanagaram has caught the attention of the Department of
Industries and Commerce (DICY) of the Governiment of
Karnataka. The DIC is planning to start a training pragramme
in the village of Anknahalli feor skill development of LW

artisans under the Integrated Rural Development Programme

(IRDP). .

One of the rural banks i.e. the Kalpatharu Grameena Bank
has gradually begun catering to the fimancial needs of these
artisans. Initially a few of the artisans received Rs. 1600/~
as working capital and " which has now hkeen increased to

Rs. 3000/-.




ARl OV ERAT E LY

The two case studies have attempted to provide a deeper
insight inte the functioning af Sfé and persons involwved in
them — they are however in no way representative of all the
SFE in India or Karnataka, simply because of the diverse
nature of 8FE. All the same the case studies together add
clarity to many of the issues raised in the National and

Karnataka State Papers on Women in SFE.%

1. The Channapatna study reveals how technology, however
appropriate can result in pushing women - out of the
employment market, if steps aren’t taken to control this

possibility.

Alang with +the introduction of Technnloéy it is
impevative thaf training is introduced a&s well. However,; in
Charmapatna not withstanding the existance of this wsually
effective develaopment input, women seem to have slowly
figured less and less in the growth of +the industry. Does
this imply that there is an inherent hias in the commercial
export urienéﬁd economy against women's participation?. The

Chamnapatna case seems to signal a warning to the Uppage

* Institute of Social Studies Trust - Small Scale Forest
Based Enterprises with special reference to the role of
Women«

(a) National Review Paper

(k> Karnataka State Overview Paper, Bangalore 1936
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collectors and other interested and involved persons in  the
Sirsi - Siddapur area. Here too in the future, the activity
of Uppage collection and sale is likely to become more and
more commercial and export oriented. Here at no cost should
the price paid for commercialisation and increased income be
the decline in the ecomnomic activityAnf waomeni- The women who
were the original collectors of the Uppage seed should not

be displaced by men.

It was suggested by the researchers to officials and
NGO memhers in Sirsi  that the collection activity could
perhaps be restricted to women only, by law: However, the
general response to this query was that such a rule would

probably he most ineffective and remain one only in the

bhooks.

However, it is likely that if the felling Uppage trees
is curtailed completely and possibilities for cellection

continue, women will also continue to partake of this

activity-

2. The two case studies also suggest that a need oriented
programme of afforestation is reguired as against revenue

oriented afforestation.

There are hundreds of people engaged seasonally in

collection activities and also in the production of other
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Handicrafts, like rose wood carvings, sandal wood statues,
wooden puppets etc. Grass root workers and Taluka 1level
Government officials are likely to know of these arnd  can
initiate afforestation efforts +to (a) satisfy the 1gcal
demand (h) increase local employment/income earning

opportunities by creating extra supplies of raw material.

It is heartening to note that an initiative in this
direction has already been taken in the Sirsi - Giddapur
Forest Division- It would he well worthwhile for Forest
Departments in the other Uppage areas, as well as in
Channapatna to follow suit. Such programmes m;y not be wvery
profitable in terms of revenue earned, but are likely to bLe

immensely so in terms of local employment and income

generated — which is what development shauld be all abouk.

3. The case studies also throw %o light cevrtain data gaps
which exist. Infarmation ohktained in 8Birsi -~ Siddapur
suggests that between 1000 — 1500 persons are seasonally

engaged in the activity of Uppage callection- However,
according to official Census data {Census of India 1281#),
as revealed in the analyses in the Karnatak% State Overview
Paper, only 277 persons in Karnataka are engaged 1in  the
collection activities through out the vear (NIC Code 054 =
Gathering of uncultivated materigls such as gums, resins,

lac, barks, herbs, wild fruits and leaves by exploitation of
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forests) and there exist 635 marginal workers in  the hroad

industrial

division ef forestry and logging (NIC Code 035)

which includes collection activities as well as others like

planting, logging, gathering'nf fuelwood etc.

Theare

exists a clear contradiction here, as the

cfficial census data suggests that only &85 persons are

engaged seasonally in collection and a host of other

activities,

while grass vroot information suggests otherwise.

In Channapatna, the lacal Taluka Tahsildar Office was

able to provide data on the number of lacquerware artisans -

which was however not classified ky gender. The District

Industries
the artisan
provide acc

lacquerware

Centre (DIC), has recently undertaken to survey
households in this area, this perhaps will
urate and detailed information on all the women

artisans.

‘¥ Director of Census Operationy; - Census of India 1931,

Series 9,
General,

Part III, Karnataka. New Delhif Joint Registrar
1786
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