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employed and market the manufactured goods at various market
, ~

outlets such as export units, agents of exporters, KHDC,

The small scale enterprises are sJt up at the artisan's

to the artisan/small scale enterprise
'I



both men and women, who are engaged in art work for dolls,

-and other export and utility items, also undertake to do the

a~sembling work. In this category of artists, some of the
•less-skilled work for wages and skilled artists work on

piece rate terms. Some of the more entreprising artists,
I

also act as middlemen for the KHDC or for export units. They

sub-contract the articles to artisans, but do the assembling

and artwork as a finishing process at their own premises.

Further, packaging units which produce cartons for LW

articles have sprung up around Channapatna town. These are

household or small-scale in nature and employ both m~n and

A veteran in the'craft who is also a large exporter

himself estimates the total LW production of Channapatna to













EMPLOYMENT, INCOME AND MARKET FORCES-

QUANTATIVE ANALYSIS AND QUALITATIVE PERCEPTIONS

•The quantitative analysis in the following section is

based on the census conducted by the Research Team with the
I

help of a few local persons in the three selected sample

sites - Yelakeri, Makhan and the KHDC LW-Complex.

of field observations and the interphase with key personnels

from the Government, Non-Government, and other agencies

(1) Female and male participation in the Lacquerware craft

(a) Each of the selected three sample sites is unique in

.~the population of the KHDC LW craft complex

while 48% is Hindu. The Makhan population is however totally

prevalent in the three sample sites, caste and religion





TABLE I

OVERVIEH OF POPULATION & PARTICIPATION IN LACQUERWARE CRAFT IN THE SAMPLE SITES

Sample Totill No. of Total Populat1oD Populat1on engaged 1n Lacquerware " of FelllilSites Households
popul- pilrtMus- Hln- Prodn LltCked* atlon cipa11111 du Centre* Tot Tota 10 L.W 10 L.ill

KHDC Lac- 58 63 2 3 96 I~' 63 ·72 324 81 81 61 61 296 69+ 11~ 3 3 11 30 2 3 31.9 26.querware
craft .''''

ICOl1lple.x :JI

Yelaked 53 201 115 13 54 443 66 80 1 1 33.4 54.A.K.
Colony

HaJthiiD 91 163 169 130
1
143 605 14 21 1 5.9 58.
I

* Product1on Centres are owned by Muslims
+ 2 male ilre engaged in sandal wares
~ 1 woman engaged 1n sandal ware
** 3 households were found to be permanently locked.
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Percentage of Female Artisans to Total Female
Population-





~ .
~ Wood

Prepa-
ration
assembly

beads/
small
tubes
for-
curtain

Sample
sites

Small
dolls

All
Wares

Export
Wares

Total
Female
artisans

Art
work

KHDC
Complex

Yelakeri
A. K.
Colony

3 81
(2.0) (55.0)

18 5 3S
(12.0) (3.4) (23.6)

6
(4.0)

148
(100)



iI
To assess the t~aditionality of LW, we assume he~e that

to a la~ge extent. It is likely that a few elde~s in the

family took to.LW as thei~ p~ima~y occ~pation and that these

No. of women
engaged in LW
between the
age of 10
yea~s and
15 yea~s

No. of women
engaged in LW
after the age

'# of 15 years
Total No.
of women

35
(24)

113
(76)

148
(100)



an average work around eight hours a day and few
I

even extend their working hours beyond the

Piece-rate/wage
earners under

SSE or Exporters,
Self Employed

~

141
(95%)

7
(5%)
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Market Outlets
Sample Sites -----------------------------------------------

Local Wholesalel
Retail'Shops

K.H.D.C.
Complex

Velakeri
A.K. Colony

54
(36.5)

77
(52)

17
(11.5)



Table VI illustrates the market network for lacquer

intermediary consumers such as private agents and local

wholesale/retail shops and 11.5% df them cater to the

significance that only 6 female artisans work for the

quarters, supply their wares to the KHDC complex as

accessability to the KHDC project office enjoyed by the
'.I

households, where the male artisan supplies his goods

to the KHDC projec~ office.
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within this category most of the women! earr. Rs. 5/- to

Rs. 7/- per day. 34.5~ of female artisans earn an income

ranging from Rs. 11/- to Rs. 20/-; only .4~ of the female

artisans earn an income above Rs. 20/- per day.

KHDC
Complex

Yelakeri
A.K. Colony

91 68 51
(61.5%) (30.9~) (34.5%)

6
(4%)

92
(41.8~O

60
(27.3%)



~ange and with the ~est of the 67 female a~tisans (84~)
. ' .,..

Table VII also highlights the compa~itive pictu~e of
f

male and female ea~nings. In all the th~ee sample sites a

consistent and exhaustive t~aining inputs given by AIHB
.#













Substitution of handlathes by powerlathes is the major

technological change that has revolutioniased the LW craft.

However, by some queer and subtle process the power lathe

operation is generally associated with male artisans only •
•Many female artisans are trained and have skills equivalent

to their male counterparts. Wherever the researchers
I

encountered a few female artisans operating power lathes,

they did not voice any complaints but rather felt it to be

less strenuous than the hand-lathe operation. The Research

Team came across both favourable and encouraging attitudes

and strong prejudices from male artisans regarding women

taking up the power lathe operation. A renowned veteran in

the craft and the owner of an SSI residing in Kumbharagere

in Channapatna observed, "The Hand Lathe (Patri)

strenuous for women and un-suitable as the posture held

affects the chest and spinal chord. Power lathes are most

suitable for women. All my three daughters work on powe~

lathes for 5 - 6 hours a day". In contrast we heard another

experienced male artisan who grumbled "women are not good at
"the power lathe operation. Even if you give them ten y~ars

of training, they would still be unable to gain expertise

like men and achieve precision and a sharp finish in

Due to such prevailing assumptions and strong biases,

female artisans are generally not encouraged or motivated to
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fascinated and enthused when I saw ~elakeri women produce LW

inadequate, I decided to go through the AIHB Yelakeri

Centre's Training Programme for one' year in 1981-82. I

A young skilled craftswoman of Kumbhargere in
Channapatna Town

Craftswoman. Since my childhood,~I have been acquainted with

power lathe. Therefore after finishing my 7th st~ndard, I
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wieh the Patri (hand lathe) I am not· sure whether I will

continue with this craft after I get married. It depend~ on

the household practice and the encouragement given by .my

I
I produce bangles, a variety of articles which my

father supplies to KHDC and other private

A veteran, super-skilled craftswoman of Makhan

in Urdu upto the third standard. You can see that even'now I

prepare lac sticks and work on the Patri (hand lathe). My

husband died long ag~. I live with my son and daughter-in

law. My son is also a LW artisan. Both of us make LW at

old. During the AIHB Director Hariharan's time I was trained

per month. We are three sisters and all of us used to be

engaged in LW. One of my sisters who worked as an instructor•

of Rs. 700/- per month. By the way, I was working as



~
fou~teen working together, 7 of us were women and the other

Pradesh etc., for demonstrating the lW Craft. My mother used

to look after my son. She was getting o~d and asked me to

* All names of female artisans have been changed for
confidentiality-



got trained in the LW Training Centre for women in 1985-86.
~

••
making the same beads and now again I produce beads.

My husband works on LW in a 55I an~ gets a wage of Rs.



INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT TO THE LACQUER WARE INDUSTRY

•engaged

in supporting and nurturing the craft of lac turnery- To
I

understand the different forces which work for and against

the development of this craft it is essential to study the

role played by these institutions- A rather interesting,

between the Development Agencies in Channapatna and the

(i) Government of India, Ministry of Commerce, All India
Handicrafts Board (AIHB) - Regional Design Centre at
Bangalore-

very crucial and dominant role in the development of LW, by

'.starting training centres at three different sites in

Each year these training centres taken on 60 trainees to

impart skills in deslgn, operation of power lathes and

production of a variety of LW articles- Each training centre
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CHAPTER XIV
Future Course and Possibilities

The KHDC is currently poised on the course of a well

designed plan of action in developing the LW craft, in
•potential eXhibiting regions of Karnataka. In Channapatna, a

production and training complex has been planned entirely
I

for women with the collaboration of the Norvegian

Government. Three to four batches of 20 women are be trained

in this complex and a stipen of Rs. 250/- per mont~ is to be

Recently, in 1987, a LW training centre was set up in

traditionally wooden toys have been manufactured by the

Theerthahalli, in Shimoga District in Karnataka has been

identified as a potential place to launch a LW development

and training centre. This is primarily because the raw

material, ~Halewood', is available in plenty, in the forests

The Department of Industries and Commerce, Government of

infrastructure to sta~t a training ce~tre in the Village of

Anknahalli. Under the Integrated Rural Development Programme



•cu~~ently engaged in p~epa~ing ~ubbe~ stamp holde~s with

It is the~efo~e clea~ that t~e Development Agencies

conce~ned with Lacque~ Wa~e a~e keen on fu~the~ st~engthen-
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representative from each of the 10 organizations currently

-.engaged in LW dev~lopment, along with four <two male and two

production

bf this

functioning and gen~ral set up can be suitably evolved by

In view of the fact that the LW craft is now being

promoted and encouraged by KHDC through their project

Shimoga District, .the emergence of an integrated Board could







has been felt that both Muslim and Hindu women are good at

traditional art work and designs. Muslim women's potential

as artists is seen in the creative designs they draw on

their palms in Mehendi paste*. Hindu women's artist sktlls

are witnessed in the rangolli** patterns they draw in front
I

of their houses and on festival days, with the help of rice

flour/or coarse white powder. Now-a-days the export market

requires art work on all the LW articles and there is a

dearth of artists experienced by exporters. Hence such a

course in art work for a period of 6 months on a stipendary

basis can integrate more female artisans in to LW. However,

the women who complete the course would need to be referred

to exporters and any other production centres to get

employment on either full time or on a piece rate basis.

(v) The Artisan Training Institute of Department of

Industries and Commerce (DIC), Govt. Of Karnataka which

can boast of an illustrious history is at present in a

dismal state, as far as the LW craft is concerned. The good
~

facilities and resources available here are sub-optimized.

* Mehendi is a past~ made out of a particular leaf which is
first dried and powdered and stored with the help of any
long slender stick, designs are made on women's palms which
leaves behind an orangish red colour after a few hours.

** Rangoli is the traditional art of decorating floors by
drawing patterns on it with rice flour or other coloured
material (similar to rice flour). This is especially
witnessed in South India.















•(viii) Tools: The main tool in lac turnery is the lathe.

be turned and lacquered is fixed to the rotating axle which
I
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hand and use their right foot to reg~late the pressure on,



PRODUCTION/PROCESSES IN-LACQUERWARE

•Lacquereware process can be classified into seven sub-
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