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INTRODUCTION

]

The | various case studies presented in this report -
lppage, Muthuga, Bamboo, Lac turnery, Lamp society and
Agarbathi industry by and large pertained to analysis
OFf  womens’ pParticipation in thesa activitieg and
also  the problems  and prospects they encountered
in the process, While Uppage, Lac turnery, Muthuga
and Bamboo refer to  forest based activities, that of
Agarbathi Industry reflects the working conditions of
women  in an  yrbap based activity, Lamp Society  sthudy
highlights the pros  anpdg cons gf having an external
agency  +p regularise | the marketing process of the forest
bazgd collections of  women .

While Emparing the forest based activities with that
1‘

2F an urban hased activities, ang  haz  to he awarea of
the fact that the former efers to sesld employment and
the latter Fepresents wage labour. The women self employed
in  the torest based activity are  directly  involved
in Collecting  the Faw-material, protessing and marketing
ot the fipnal Products, whereas the WO involved
i Agarbatii activity are supplied with 311 the raw-material
by  the manufracturers which is Lsed for ralling

Agarbathi. Tha Women involved in this ACCivity are paid an
plece “ate  hasmis, -

Uppage CATaE study  was ndertaien in Sirsi  and
siddapur Taluks oF Morip Farmars whers 1t is
Comman iy nead, Upnage is Lsed 25 A spice ,also in
Prreparation oFf VAarious products like vinegar,
toaguistion of rubber latex, polishing gold  and silver
and lastiy it  j= used asg g medicine o YA Lous

dissages,

Hopage collaction  is the main attivity of cartain
Sroups of  women during the S8450Nn 1F the vield is good.
Whils  few  women arz involved  in both collection and

RrOCessing, few otheres are involved anly in processing

The marteting proceass o+ Uppage invalves obvaining
tegal  conitract from  Government by  the Contractors  who

tntuen employ FILIM b3 ot  agents ta callect the produce
trom ihe villagers., The price is fixed by the contractor
Md the  agent 1s paild | Commission  of R, st e
TN o HUppage made available +fo the contractor,
sometines thay even engage Sub-agents  who apre paid Rsa.
U280 Fer k.G, Whila {ha Uppage  collectors abtain Rs. 4/-
L0 g, H5/- For EL.B.- the contractors  sejd the products at

Rs. 1@/~ or' ge, 15/- Mer E.GB. in the wholesale market.

Uppage tollaction is understood to be haeloing the women
thvalved  in this ACtivity as the rFeturns are fairly high.




Howaver, as already referred to, the contractors obtain
almost double the profits than the WEIME actually
invoalved in the collection and processing of Uppags.
1

Lacguerware is a traditional handicraft by and
large pursued in Channapatna Taluk of Farpnataka -
manufacturing wvarious wood articles — flower vaunes, bowls,
salt and pepper cellars, chess sets, gam=s and
educational aids eto., farnataka State Handicrafts
Development Corporation (E.H.D.G.) took a  keen interest
in this activity as garly as 1944, It started
a Froductioion centre in Channapatna for Lacquerware
and also procured raw— material for the craft sessions
and organised marketing of finished Lac products thirough
their own retail outlets. In 1988, E.H.D.C. converted
the @production centre for Lacguerware into a “"Rura
Marketing Service cemtre". And widened its activities
to  include not only  procurement and marketing but
alsn  design development and financial assistance. The
artizans are oy and large selt emplovyed and market
the goods manufacturad through various agencies like
FuH.D.C. eto.
Shudy selected three sample areas Yelanse, Mabkhan
and H.H.D.C, Lacquerware Complex where femals
participaton was observed to be  high. Main objectives of
the study are to elicit  informetion regarding the oeutent

and nature of female/male/child participation in Lacguerwars,
traditicnality of the occupation, the sgazmonality of ocra+si,

differences  in male and  female income, @markat outlets
training acquired by both female and male artisans.

[t was ohserved that participation of women is faghse
iR Yalanes area (47 .94}  than the other sample areas
B 0.0 (1&6.9%) and Makhan. (&.7% ). It has also besen
ohserved that Hindu women participated more than the
FMuslim  women. Howewviar the womean are  mainly engaged
in only less suited lLacquerwars production. Very few o+
fhem ars  engaged in producing  a large range of Lacquerwars
Articles . Also majority ot theam start working on
Lacguerware Wt they are very young with Lacquerwars
as the main activity. Most of the women are self employsd
and  vary faew of  them work as wage labourers, Majority
of the women (&2%) 2arn upto Rs. 1@/- Per Day.

However, tamale participation 1s abserved +ta  be
declining OV R a4 period of time due to various factors
like increased export market, advancement in t2chnology,
zubstitutian of hand lathes by nower  lathes. All
thase factors have given more scope  for male participation
N the agtivity. Muthuga leaf plate making is observed
to  be the wmain activity aoFf women in Dharwad during the

slack  season of agriculture. Muathuga  i=sat  is collected,

processed and marfetod oy the women , hence can hbe
grouped  unaer  self-  esmplaoyvment catagory.



Women in this region practice  ftwo methods of Muthuga
Leaf Flate making:— Fresh method and  DOry method. It has
bean ohdered that more women are inveolved in  processing
than in "the collection of Muthuga Leaf. By and large he
final products are sold in the same region to soma local
agent. it has been observed that the profits are
mainly pocketed by the local agents who buy the
Muthuga Leaft Flates {from the manufacturers at a throw
away price and sell them at almost double the price in the
market.

Howeaver, +the Muthuga Leaf collectors are helped by the
Foreset Department as they are given some extent of land
to grow Muthuga trees. At the same  time Muthuga activity

is also observed to be gradually dwindling in certain
places, as the areas have caught up with large =zcale Cotiton
Cultivation and the women find employment in it =ven

during sSummer  sSeason.

Hamboo hastet making is the wmain activity of the
Medar community in  few places in Shimoga, Dharwad
gto. .districts. Saltogether six villages in Dharwad
Taluk were selected +or an  indepth analvsis ot the
processing of BRamboo. Comparative analysis of Bambon

processing  of Dharwad has  been  made with that of other
distyricts. The Jfindings reveal that the Bamboo workers
wers constrained by scarcity of  raw-materials, lack o+
accemass to funds and inadequate moritary reward far
roaducts. As in the case of other forest hasec
i . Bamboo praductz are also marketed through the
ts which has resulted in undus financial gains to

T
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fLarge sized Multi-purpos
Government of Farnataka 1

JBogilieties are initiated by the
1971 For fthe benetit of the

3 om

Seheduled Tribes of the arza. Fresent study has considered
Hunsur  and Chamarajanagar asocieties tor an indepth
analvsis i tha problems of the tribals. A comparision of
Hunstyr  Lamp  Society with that of CThamnarajanagar iz  made.
The findings ravealed that while Hunsuwr society is not
working efficiasntly, that of Chamarajanagar iz a successTul
one . Al though tie tribals have acoass to a soCiety
which provides financial assistance, markehting oullet,
o Ther impravemsnts  can  be made in the wortking

conditions of the society to ensure a better standard  of
living +nr the tribals.

The status of women and their working conditions in khe
Agarbathi  Industry are analysed to highlight the Socio-
Econnmic implications of large scale participation oF
womern in an urban based activity. ‘

The woriing Conditions ot women amployed in
Agarbatny rolling are anailysed under three categories:-



Registered, Unregistered and Domesiic Sectors. The findings
revealad that the women working for the registered units are
enjoying  better working conditions hoth  in financs  and
work fronbs  fthan  the abher two catagorigs. Howawver ;
fAgarbathirs units  which fall under a special category of
factories Act are by and large demanding from the factory
rules and regulations  .Mapy units  are ohsarved to be
svisting without being registered. The health hazards
encountered by women are not taken cognizance of. Also
child labour is widely prevalent.

The contractors, the managers of Agarbathi units
axpressed discontent regarding the rules and regulations
imposed on  them. Thay feel that Agarhathi is a small
ecale activity., hence they should he swempted from undie
heavy taxation and be agncouraged by giving various subsidies

The basic difference between the forast based activities

(Uppages, Muthuga, basket making and the wrhban hased
activity (Agarbathi) is  that the latter are instrumental
i carvrying out  other s work by getting paid, while the

former are actually involved in callection of the iraw-

material, processing and marketing the product. The women
sel+  emplaoyed  in these categories sarn their income from
these activitiss where as  the Agarbathi workers are
oniy entitled +or wWages. Wages are hased on the number of
houwrs of work put in by the workers. They earn their

wages  wnan thaey work.

Another  diiserence is that while forasw baged achivivy
iz the main activity only during certain seasaons, Agarbathi
i= the main activity for wamen employ=a in it throughout
tihe  vyear. Heno=z, the latter activity iz the main source ot
inaome neneration for the emsloyess  whers  as 1t igs only
subsidiary oy the  women | employead in Fforest bassd

activity.

g the nature ot worlk differs, the womnen engaged
= categories of work  are encountaring  problsns.
womet wWorking Lo torast hased activity are
AT LG praniems of procuring Faw-material.  marketing.

The women =sagagad L0 werban nased activity are bheing
varity of them are

cheated py the manutaclturers  as  mag

underpaid  and  also do not Rave acces= to other benerits
prescribed by the factories act . The working conditions
oF uns workers ars  observed to be not wvery condueive

for their wore.

[N
11

annther  1mnortant tinding that while Agarbathi
workers are not prons Lo problems procuring raw-material
@i, , they ars prona to  greater health hazards due to the
usage ot chemicals in Lhe [sYalelog=3-2-1 of Agarbathi
manutacoiyring. [t has hean oossrved  that the workers
ara  prone  to kilieyr diseases 1ilke Tuberculosis, etc.,

%
-+

-



p£ting any medical

The workers have also not  been ge

aid trom the Organisers. Despite , the fact that
Agarbathi  has heer listed as a special catesgory
in the facturiea act, the manufacturers have not  bsen
strictly adhering to the rules and regulations. In the
DIrocess Womnen working on Agarbathi are encountering
health  problems. However, such oocupational health hazards
are by and large absent in other activities.

However, hoth the categories of workers are on par
with each other in certain aspects. 1t has bsen observed
that both by and large belong to lower strata  of the

gorcisty both on social and  economic front. (with the
exception of Uppage collectors) . majority of them
belong to backward classess/community  and ars  also
economically poor. There was not much of a ditterence
in their housing conditions ton. Although the Agarbathi
workaers reside in uwrban  area by and large they live
in sium areas  having no access ho modern amsniities.
Similarly illiteracy was widely prevalent among &all the
categoriss  (with the sxcention of Pedars). Even among

the fow literates, the member pursueing higher eduacation
Wan VErY MmEeAgre. It is surprising to note that the uwrban

fgarbathl  workers who have acocess to higher  eduacation o
ot pursus b, It has also been noticed that their achildren
are not allowed +to pursue higher education. Thisg 1=
scopcially the case with respect to their female =siblings as
chay arse  madse bo undertake Agarbathi work when  they are
nardly seven years old.

R

Atl these findings by and large account oy  the gross
iniustice meted to both categoriss. These tactors generally
=1

matters in ordaer.

m2en For an active intervention of government in setting

>y



CASE STLYOY — T

UPPrAGE COLLECTION
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CHAPTER — I

HISTORY

ippage has traditionally heen popular in Httara Hannada
and neighhouring districts for its seed, out of which an
editkle ghee is extracted. For years, the Hawyak Brahmin
Wamen of this region have waited for the monsoons %o start
and for the ripe Uppage fyuits to fall te the growund with
their sticky seeds. Year aftey year, many of these women
tave hraved the monsoons awnd the hloed thivsty le=ches to
collect these seeds and with the approach of Diwali engaged
themselves with the laborious task of extracting ghee from

tthem — a ghee much needed for making festival sweets.

The Hppage wind in the past  was treated as & waste
material and discarded after the seed was removed. However,
in the last ten vyears, people liviwmg in arnd  arouwnd  the
Western Ghats iwn this area, slowly became awave of the fact
that this rind was highly valued as a souring agent of &
tamrind substitute in Kerala whach is a neighbouring stata
of Karnataka. Business men ffom Kerala came to lUttara
Kanmada willing to pay foy any Uppage »ind which could he
smuggled into theinr state. Villagers since then accasionally
hegan to collect the rind« This activity saw & suddern  spuart

in 13381
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A Kerala husinessman approached a vich MFP  contractor
called Prabhu, better krnown as the Guest-House Sowkar, in
Siddapur Town, to persuade him to obtain a separate contract
for Uppage ~ in which case he would buy the rind from him.
Uppage was an alien quantity to Prakhu- He therefore first
made a few enguiries and then contacted the Conservator of
Forests and subsequently the DFO and requested them to
au;tion Uppage separately. His case was acéepted and tenders
were called for the Uppage contiract — Prabhu’s was the only
application. It however fell through, as the price guated by
him, Fs. 1,200/- was helow the upset* price of Rs. 1,S00/-.
Tenders were called for the second time and by quoting FRs.
1,360/~ Prabhu bagged the contract. Since then, every second
year, the Forest Department of Sirsi-Siddapur Divisicn has
called for tenders for the Uppage cowntract. Qpen auckians
are held, at which, prospective contractors bid foe this
MFP. Since 1933, seperate Uppage contracts have also  heer

giver in Sagar Division. Now Uppage is legally collacted i

‘i

the Forest Divisions of
1) Sirsi - Siddapur

2) Yellapur

3) Honmavar

4> Sagar

¥Upset price—~ the stipulated value of a product, helow which
contracts are not awarded for any major or
minoyr forest produce by the Forest Department
Officials.




After Prabhu's sojourn the Uppage contrack was won by
M. G. Pai alias Puttu Rao, a flourishing businessman of
Sagar. It was in this periad i.e. hetween 1723-25 that
Uppage collecfioﬁ literally took off. People in increasing
numkers participated in the collection — and this collection
bhecame an established activity interms of collectors, price,
months of collection, agents etc. This practice also spread

to the neighbouring district of Shimoga (Sagar Talukad,

wheire Uppage is availakle.

Im 15285, an enterprising forester who is incharge of
the Sirsi-Siddapur Forest Division decided to  help in
arganising the Uppage trade, in such a manner, so as to
allow for increased returns to the rural collectors. A
primary agricultural co-operative hy the name Rakkal Society
wias choserr and awarded the contract for Uppage collection
i.e. sans tenders and auctioms. The motive behind awarding
the contract was simple and meaningful. The Bakkal society
was to estaklish liwkages betweern the &% other primary
co—opevatives in and around Sirsi. These co-operabtives could
thew act as Uppage agents, obtain Uppage collectad from
their memhers and supply this te the Bakkal Society. This
propused system was seen, in the short run, as a means of
eliminating middlemen, so that theiy commission could Le a

part of the payment made to the collectors, and in the lony



Ei
Finas & means of strengbherning the collective Bargainiag
powers of the Uppage gatherers. However the idea fell apart
since the other societies did not co—aperate with the BRalkal
saciety. The younyg forestor’s involvement in  this issue
caught the attention of a local politician ard even lead to
questians in  the parliament on  the motives bebind the
forestors actions - the impeccakle nature of which the

parliamertarian Was however uriable to slander.

I 1987, the Uppage story took on a rew and strange byt
devilishly exciting turn. Uppage entered the bigy bad world
6f the commercial arema. It caught the attention of & self
proclaimed International husiviessman Paramestwaran M. Fajan
arnd then ensued a tug of war hetween him and  the other
businessman  Puttu Fao, of Sagar Town, for the Uppage
cortracts. Each Lppage  auction  this year, S Sy tense
kusinessmen trying to manipulate it in their favour. The end
result has however heen that of Fajan obtaiwning a complete
moropaly an the collection of Uppage in the Ittara Kannada

.

arnd Sagar Distvricks.

All thyough this Feriod of warfare, the villagers aof
this region have remained indifferent — only waiting faor a

good yield to collect aid sall to whaoever buys.




CHASPT E I I

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE UPPAGE TREE AND FREMIT

Uppage 1s a graceful evergreen tree carrying  the
kotamical wame "Garcinia Cambogia®. These trees are
scattered acrass the forests of North and South Kanara,’
Shimoga, Chickmagalur, Coorg Districts of Harnataka and in
the Shola Forests of the Nilgiri Hills and in Herala.
They are most akhundantly available in the forests of Sirsi,

Siddapur, Heownavar, Yellapur and Sagar within Wtitara Kannada
and Shimoga Districts.
The Garcinia trees are also found in Tropical Asia,

Afirica and in Polynesia. These btrees grow in the Soubbern

Tropical Moist Evergreen forests, Semi-Evergreen forests and

o in the Southern Wet Temperate forests in the Westein

n

=1
[ Y

Ghats in altitudes 1ranging hetween 2500 and AJ0D  fest.

A French Botanist by the name  Laurence  Garciv  first
noticed tvrees of this genuws during his stay in India and in
recognition oFf his vast work in this field, the trees were

gamed aftar him as “Garcinia’.

There are akout 120 species of Garcinia and ahout Z0 of
these are found iw India. Of these, 6 species are seen 1in

Karnataka State. They are:
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1) Garcinia Indica
Z) Garcinia Morella
32 Garcinia Camhogia
d2 Garcivia Xanthochymus
o) Garcinia Ovalifolia

£y Garcinia Malaharieca

The Garcinia Camkogia tree, though most popularly kﬁown
as the Uppage tree is also called Dharambe, Kodgal - Murga

and Punarhuli in Earnataka*.

Uppage is a medium sized evergreenm tree of about doO
feet height, with drooping hranches. These trees are found
mostly in the deep intewviors of the forests. Haowever they
&ire also found thirough to & lesser extent orn the road  side
and on the Betta lands [hillocks mranted to Areca growers as

suppoirt assets to their Areca gardens]  iw Httara Kannada

The Uppage tree is greyish—brown in calowr, smooth and

with plenty of bright vyellow gémboge with ducts in the

middle layer of the kark. Its wood is of a shiving and  hard

-

variety. Its leaves are dark green, elliptic in shape, 3 to

*¥Most af this information ow . the location and
characteristics of the Uppage tree has been obtained from
H. G. Mwralidhara's book — A Pamorama of the World of Qils.
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d cm long and 2 to 2 cm hroad. The Uppage  fruits ripen i
the monsoon season gf June - August. The raw fruit is  greey
in colpur, it ohtains a yellowish red hue  when gt ripernis.
The fruit is ahgnt 1.5 inches to 2 inches iﬁ diametre. There
are two varisties of Uppage fruits wirich are availahbles in

Farnataka.

The first is oval shaped, has thiclk grains on it and e
abundantly availakle in the forests of U. Ke District. The
second variety is longer in the shape and js availahkle in
the forests of Cooryg and Chickmayal i PBistirict. The Uppayge
fruit is rich  in Acids and PO0s3sesses marked antiseptic

properites.

The rind contains Tartaric Acid to the axtent of 10.8%,
reducing sugars (as glucose) to  the extent of 199 and
rhosphioric and ¢as calcium trisulphata)  to the extent of
LoS2%. 903 of the acid content of the Uppage  rind  is nar—
violative.

‘2
The Garcinia species are rot culitivated. The fFiruibs and

seeds are regarded as & “windfall® Crop are gatbthnaered by the

villagers to add to theiv ivcome.

The fruits are edikle. But they are too acid  to ke
eatern raw and are more valued for their dried rind which is

exported to the neighbouring state Kerala. Qne of the




characteristics of the lhppage  tree  is  that its vield

declines every alternate vear.
Uses of the Uppage Rindx

te It is used as a condiment for flavouring fish curry
in Kerala i-e. it acts as & tamarind subhstitute.

2« It is used for Vivegar preparation.

J« Inm 5ri Lanka the diried rind is used hut it is dried
in the sy unlike in Farnmataka wheve it is dried on
fire.

d- It i3 used as a substitute for acetic and formic acid
in the coagulation of yubiber latesx.

S« It is used for polishing gold and silver.

e The yind decoction aktaired firom the rind is used for

vheumatic and howel complaints.

7. sed in veterinafy medicive for mouth diseases of
cattla.

Charactaristics of the Uppagi Seed:! The seeds of the
Garcinia Cambogia tree yields ;n edible yghee. The fat
covitent in these seeds is to the extent of akout ZOU. This
edikle fab resemhles Kokum kutter i.e. butter made from

seeds of the Garcinia Indics tree, and apart from the yellow

*Information collected fvrom H. G. Muralidhara's kook - A
Panorama of the World of Oils.
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tinge that it has looks like the ghee obtained from ordinary

millk.

The Uppage seed has traditionally been Qsed by  the
Havyak community of Uttara Kannada and nearby districks for
obtaining this ghee which is wused for frying sweets and
other pungent fried foodstuff and also as apn ingredient for

making othery eatables.

The extraction of this ghee involves a rather laborious
procedure. Women kyrave the heavy monsoons every vyear to
collect the seeds falilern at the foot of the Garcivnia
Cambogia trees during the months of July and August. The
sticky small seeds are then mixed in ash and staored autside

their houses in small moulds.

As Diwali draws mear i.e. in the month of QOctober these
fried, heaten to remove the outer covering and
chiev ground with hot water. The fat then gets mixad wibth the
water and this solution is hoileﬁ}till the ghee fluoabts on

the surface of the watar.

This ghee is wsually made for family consumption hut is
cccasionally sold at the local level -— when sold it is
priced a vupee or twe higher than ordinary ghee in view aof

the labour involved iv collection and extiraction.




Not everyhody (apart from the Havyaks) uses this ghee as

it has a peculiar flavour and smell the taste for

which is

only gradually acquired through hakit.

It is also said that consumption of this ghee

can have

adverse effects, resulting in gastric trouble and body ache.

This edible fat has granular  structure and  the

following constants -

1. Meltinmyg Point - 2%.3 degirees

2. Acid value - .0

S« Baponification value - 260

d. Acteyl value - Nil

S Todime value - S2.T

6. FE. M. Value - 0.2

7. Unsaponikiabhle matser - 1.0%

2. Titre - 1.2 degrees

The fat is also rich in oleic acid.




CHAPTER ITXT T

RESEARCH METHODOLDOGY

This case study has heen hased on ohservations,

discussiong, meetings and interviews.

It took three visits to +the Sirsi Taluka of WUttara
Farmada District and surrounding areas to obtain a complete

picture about Uppage collection in this region.

The Fesearch Team’s initial wvisit was made in late
ODctoher 19324, when the research team touwred a  nouinbiey  of
forested areas in Harnataka to identify Small Seale Forest
Based Activities. At this time the activity of LUppage
collection came to light. The second visit was made in =2arly
Jape 1937. The llppage phenomewon then caught the atteniion

of the research team which was appraised a&kout it by

different people.

Intense competition for the }Uppage Contract and  bhe
consequent high revenues obtained Ly the Goverwmment foiv  the
same, had resulted in making Uppage the talk of the btown.
Therefore while the initial visit helped 1o itdentifying the
activity alanyg with a number of others, the second lead to a
deepening of interest in this particular activiby.

Discussions with foresters, collectars, cantractaors and
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lay peirsons resulted in the research team feeling that the
Uppage tirade was on the verge of either on exploision or a
collapse and the need to study the issue and in some manner
sﬁrengthen the hands of the poor‘whu collect the Uppage rind

kecame vrather important.

The research team again -visited Sirsi arid its
survounding areas in late July, 1287 when the collection of

Bpgpage  had started to make  an indepth  analyses.

v the third visit, combined with interviews and
meetings with Government officials from the forest
Department, the Tahsildar?’s Office and the Assistant
Registrar of Co-operative Society's Office were meebtings
with NGO memhers, contiractors who have heev involved in  the
Uppage tirade, village level agents who facilitate Uppage
callection and most important of all, villagers - womew, men

and children who actually collect Ehe Uppage cind.

Imitially, the research team had thoped to ohtain
information through the wse of Y questionnaires. However,
during field visits it hecame clear that the Uppaye villayges
were too diverse, interms of population, location, caste
hveak up, size etc. , for the studying of any one or two
sample villages to make any real statistical sewnse. Further,

collection of Uppage itself had nwot commenced in a numhber of



,..
o

the Lppage villages, more so hecause this has heen a low
yield year. The Siddapur hbelt was one regyion in  which
collection had started -and much of the_team’s field wvisits
were made here. fuestiovmaires were used but mereiy as a
checl list for information meeded. Map 2 depicts the LUppage
blacks i. e. hroad regions withiv the Sirsi and Siddapur
Forest Division i. €. Sirsi and Siddapuyr Talukas of Uttara
. Kannada District where Hppage is abundantly available, along
with a few key villages. This map was oktained from C. 5.
Hegde, an Uppage contractor. Map 3 depicts Siddapur Taluka
with the Uppage hlocks drawn on  it- The villages falling
Wwithim the block have been numbered hy using a 1971 census
map - Approximately 87 villages fall with in Uppage blocks in
Siddapur Taluka [32 villages fall within the 8irsi Uppage

Elock] .
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LIST OF VILLAGES MARKED IN MAP 2

Location Name of the Location llame ©of the
Code Mo Villages Code No villaoges
1 Dasana Kotte 26 Nilkunda
2 Kirwatti 27 B.aleko.:pa
3 Banavasi 28 Heggarani
4 Yakkaabi 29 Harshikatta
5 Unchalli ' 30 Kolgi
6 Yedalli 31 Kansur
7 Spadi 32 Thyansa
8 Hulekal 33 | pkkunji
9 Songinamane .34 . ‘Kavanchur
10 Menshi 35 Halageri
11 Muski 36 Mensi
12 Gonsar 37 " Kilsar
13 Gurvalli 33 - iMavinagulithi
14 Muregar 39 Malemane
15 : Tattisar 40 Bedkani
16 Salkani 41 Bilgi
17 Hanumanti 42 Itagi
13 Heggudekatte 43 Dodmane
19 Devanalli
20 Mattigattae
21 Benagaon
22 Manjaguni y
23 Sampakhand
24 Banda}

25 Vevimane
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LIST OF VOLLAGES MARKED IN MAP-3

Sl.No Location Name of Village
Code No,

1 6 Gunjagod
2 7 Alagod
3 8 Muttige
4 9 Bedkani
5 11 Hosur
6 12 Bhankult
7 ' 13 Magegar
8 14 Balikop
g i5 Avaragﬁppa
10 16 Heggadde
11 17 Kodgibail
12 18 Hemtemane
13 19 Balaguli
14 21 Uppadaki
15 éz Bidrakan
16 24 Kavalkoppa
17 25 Naligar
18 26 Hinagar
19 27 Muttige
20 28 Golgoed
21 42 Kolgi
22 72 Kibble
23 73 Kalkali
24 74 Kadévadi
25 78 Kallole
26 79 Naigar
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S1l.No Location Name of Village
Code No.
27 80 Illimane
28 81 Gubbagod
29 85 Chappermane
30 86 Ojagar
31 88 Hadrimane
32 89 Godlabdil
33 S0 Havinbil
34 91 ’ Sovinkoppa
35 92 Tarakhanda
36 93 Kattekai
37 94 Golikai
38 95 Kurvanti
39 96 Hosmanju
40 97 Bilgi
41 98 Nirgar
42 99 Huvinamane
43 100 Mavinkép
44 101 Kyadgld
45 102 Shashiguli
46 103 Itagi
47 87 Honnekomba
48 104 Targod
49 105 Alavalli
50 107 Kudqund
51 109 Hémagar
52 110 Chandraghatgi
53 111 Halager1
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- Sl.Ne Location Name of Viilage
Code No. = -

54 113 . Mensi

55 114 Kilar

56 161 Mankmane

57 164 Harsikatta

58 165 Harsimane

59 166 Honnehadda

60 i78 Balekoppa

61 179 Harigar

62 180 Hosteta

63 181 Unchalll

64 182 Hegge

65 183 Heggaraﬁi ,
66 | 186 Halehalla

67 187 Handlyanematha
68 188 Shivalmane

69 196 Tandagundi

70 192 ‘Nilkunda

71 70 Doddamane

72 71 Kaunsler

73 83 Balgod

74 84 Lakkabbk

75 57 Malemane

76 68 - Kodlgadde

77 67 Halegubbi

78 4 Paduuanbail

79 5 Nagarbhavi

80 10 Tyarashi




Sl.No Locatlion Name of Village
a Code NOT

81 47 Akkunji

82 49 Harlikoppa

83 48 Mattigar

84 50 ~ Arendur

85 112 Hugur

86 116 Kallur

87 117 Hasuante

22, ~d.
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Iv Siddapur, our field visits took us to the following

villageg:

1. Dodmareghat

2. Gadihithalu

3. Kodigadde

4. Mayakanakere (Surgal)

S. Kyadagi

&. Bilgi

7. Itagi

. Kibble grama (Hosvigoli)
F. Rirlamikhi

10.Gubbagod grama

(A few of the villages which we visited in Sirsi Taluka
are = Janmane, Aminahalli, Bobhegadde, Vanalli, Jeddigadde,
Bakkall. The Siddapur villages, if taken togetheyr, fall
within the largest Uppage Sub Block j.o. of the Uppage
collected in 19324 and 1937 the highest guantum  came  firom
this area wvis—-a-vis oather Uppage blocks in Sirsi and

Siddapur.*

* Information obtained from C. §. Hegde, Secretary, Rakkal
Society.




CTHAPTER I\

COLLECTION AMD PROCESSING 0OF LUPPAGE

COLLECTION

Huwdreds of women, men and children in the MNitara
Kannada District and Sagar Taluka of Shimoga District of
Farnataka, set out nearly everyday in  the monsoon ridden
months of late June, July, August and early September to
collect Uppags from the cvergreen  forests which surrousd

their villages.

The Research Team’s search for data on Uppage took  them
te a wumber of villages in  the Sirsi-Siddapur Furest
Division of Witara Kannada District and move specifically to
those within Siddapur Taluka - what follows is a
presentatiosn of ohservations made, impressions creatad  and

information ohtained during these visits.

Within Siddapur Taluka persans  from spprodinasaly 27

------ £,
Le

villages are engaged in Uppage collection. Anaexure peEients
& list of these villages. These vfllages form a mlock ~ithiwn
South Central Siddapuir as depicted in Map I. The only reason
for collection aof Uppage being undertaken in these villages

is raw material availakility. This is however wmobt to say

that all the villagers im each of these wvillages collect
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Uppage or that villages outside the “Uppage’ hlock  depicted
in Map I do wnot have any access Lo Uppage. The rumber “S7'is
an approximation. Having been umable to visit each of the
196 villages in  Siddapur Taluka to identify the Uppage
villages i.e. villages, the inhabitamts of which are engaged
in the activity of Uppage rind collaction, to evumerate and
ascertain the areas where Uppage is availanle, the
researchers had to rely on a map of Siddapur with Lhe Uppags
blocks drawn on it. As mentiocned in Chapter III, the 1371
Cewsus indicates that =7 villages fall withiea this hlaock and
these villages have heen called Uppage villages. It is
therefore possible that Uppage collection is  am  unkncws

activity in saome of these 27 villages.

Takble 1 indicates to what extent these villages have

access to different development creatzd facilitiaes amd alszo

the patvary of culbtivation and division of land im  Sha
villages. Tabkle { veveals that mos: of these wvillages Thave

a4sic  anenities like drinking wa ke aind

electricity. However, schools and health centres are 285il2

1)
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o
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very much a lukuwry in this region. Most of

are dominated by hig farmer households.
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TABLE - 1

CHARACTERISTICS AND THE CROPPING PATTERN OF UPPAGE
VILLAGES IN SI UADUR TalUK

Total Electri~ Drinke- Co~-0Op: Primary Primary S.C & DOMMM&U# Sucar— Woawzwbn
Uppage city ing Socie~ health scheol m.H sdd P ~Areca e @DH 2rme MeGium
Villages facility water ties centre ° P 4 |ne Big Small
facil- . .
ity
87 72 85 2 21 28 48 61 26 - 80 4 3
Percentage 82.75% 97.70% 2.29; 24.13% 32.18% 55.17:6  70.11% 29.88% - 91.95% 4.59% 3.44%

Source: Unpublished dats collected for Venkataswaml Report on
Backward Classes in 1983-84 - Records, Tashildar Qffice - Siddapur
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Uppage collection is not restricted to any one sen,
religion, caste or class. While women and men hoth collect
Uppagej mer: do not seem to be as involved as women iwn  this
activity; in—terms of =zest, wvigour or rnumbers. Ip  the
villages which were visited, the research team was informed
that, atleast ong person from each household collects Uppages
during the peak fruiting season. Further, apart from in  the
Marathi inhakited villages, in the rest, atleast one women
in each household collects Uppage during this season. This
however does wotbt imply that all the women collectors
continually work ow Uppage collection durinyg the months when
lppage is availakle ~ while some walk into the foresbts i
the morming and return when the sun sets, others walk lhack
at noon and =till others are out for not more thanm an  hour

and this only o the days when it is cenveniewt for them to

do so-

Some women who have lived all theiy lives within ov near
the forests and who fzel comfortable wibth %3 thick
undergrowth, slippery slopes, tenaciaus leeches awnd obher
lurking dangers often sed out alene, though they prefer to
go in groups - not so much becauwse of any fear of the
forests hut For the company of others. They set outbt in

groups of three or four, a numker which while allowing for a

feeling of security and companiownship does mot make them



feel overly competitive, ahout the availakle fruits. They
carry small baskets with them and with a blanket 1like cape
Ahrown over their heads, set out in the rain to return at

noon {(usually) with their baskets and perhaps theiv head

covers filled with the wmushy Uppage rmind  and seads.

The Uppage fruits whew ripe fall to  the ground by
themselves or as oftewn is the case, drop down because of Lhe
warderivigs of monkeys or wild cats. Long sticks, with hooks
attached at the end, or with protruding step like structures
fixed to them are left tied to the trees, and when the
fruiting season starts and these avre used in the process of
collection either for hringing the fruits down or as support

for climling the trees.

The Uppage tree whick in the past was owned by  nana,
today, is possessively claimed hy many. Tirees found on be
lawds are wow no longer accessable to others -— apart  from
children, whaom the research team saw, happily carrying  away
bastets of Uppage, which the team ow their trak bhvough  bhe

tor who baok

]

forests and on betitalands and the Uppage colle

Ehem had left wuntouched for fear af eivy cauyg

During the Uppage season, women engaged in  Jdifferent
tasks either for wages or otherwise, set them aside to

collact Uppage which proves profitable if that vear's vyield
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iz good. July — August s  the peak paddy transplanting
season, as well as the forest department originated sapling
planting season. Therefore, there is no dearth for johs in
labour short Uttara Kannada during these months. Yet, if the
Uppage yield in that particular year is good and if eraugh
Hppage can ke collected in a day i.e. sufficiesnt for
obtaining a sum [on selling the collected lppage] exceeding
the daily wage rate, then most of the women engaged iw daily
labouwr foyfeit their work amd wages for the activity of
Uppage collaction. It is only in the low yield years {(eveiry
&l ternate yeav) that many of the women Uppage collectors

seek out continuocus daily lakour.

S ©F sSocietby

I
o

Women from different castes and clas
collect Uppage. Haowever a predominant number of  women
Nad

'.
F A

callectars kelaonmg to the Havyak Brahmin arid

commuinitics.

Thie Havyaks are the landed gentry of Shis arad,

0

i
e
Lol

therafore,; while the men do wob usually set out o  coll
Uppage, the women, who have far year «collected tha Uppayge
seed for extracting oil, rnow collect the seced and the rind.
This activity of Uppage collection 1is simplified hy the
avallakiility of trees around their Areca orchards and  on

Betta lands.
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The MNayak community has within it the rich, the middle

class and poor. Amoniygst the Nayaks, bthe men, an

a4 —_— [,
i WG &y 5 ':Liiij.

ofcourse where treesrare easily approachable the children as ' -
well, collect Uppage, with the participation of men heing
inversely related to ownership of assets—especially lawnd. It
is thevefore the agricultural labourers who are most keen to
supplement theiv income with Uppage collection, and amongst
whom entire families participate in the collection. Takle 2

presents data on the distribution of différent castes in

Siddapura Taluka-
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TABLE - 2

DEMOGRAPHIC FEALURES OF RURAL SIDDAPURA

Castewlse distribution ot the Rural Population of mwaamvcw Taluka

Name of Castes Male Female Total Percentage of
. Rural Popuydation

Havyak (Hegdes,

Bhats & other 9497 9263 18760 25.69%

types of Brahmins

exist)

Nayaks 11806 11406 23212 ~  31.79% :
Muslims - - 1094 1.49%

Other Castes 124 110 234 0.32%

Seurce: Unpublished data collected for Venkataswami Report
on Backward Classes in 1983-84 - Tahsildar Office - Siddapur



The women folk amoigst the Marathis, who also dwell  iw
Siddapur Taluka, do wvot set out to collect Uppage. They live
in villages which are skirted by the Evergreen forests, vet
they do not vewture into the forestsJ Whila the men collect
Uppage, honey and various athaey MFP, as & secondary
cccupation to their primaiy one of agriculbure, the wamen

o

Ui

hely in processing the collected MFP. These Women  are  gl:

xtremely adept at weaving cane and hamboo haskets and mavs.

Ivi the years 1925-27 the Bakkal society which had
obrtaived the contract for the cellection of Uppage was ahle
to obtain  JdBECO quintals  of Uppage From Sirsi-Siddapur
divicions alene- This inspite of much smuggling  of  Uppage
Fram this arsa. The vesearch team’s  trek in  Lthe Forests
indicated that even in a low yield season spproximataly I/
kg of Uppage can ke collected wibhin & 2 hour Feriod (during
& good yield seasaon, a family of seven is. kmown - Lo callsct

even upto 1 gquintal of Uppage per day)d. From this, it  comes

across that the collection of d=oo guintals Q. Uppage,
'3

created 1,580,000 persons days of employment over Lhe Lo
years of 1925-3&4  and 178627, 20,000 person days of
employment per year. Some more Jugyglivig of runlbiers, and the
fact that peak collection seasan strebches across  &AD days,
indicates that atleast 1300 Ferson were  engaged  im bhis

activity in Sirsi-Siddapur Talukas.




Takle I indicates the approximate quantities of Hppage
tollected by Bakkal Socieby in ane tollection season. The

Blocks vrefer to those depicted in Map 2.

Takle - =2

Procurement of LDppags by the Falkhkal Society

Block Approximate procurement in quintals
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Sourcer O. B. Hegde, Szcretary, Bakkal Socigty, July 1937

However many huwdreds move than 1200 poople are likely
3

to ke involved thecauze pmot everyhody collects Uppage
everyday Tor a stretch 2 hours. [(This =ssimata aof 13200

srengthened &y  the fact &sat the Rakkal

Feyrsans

—
i
[¥(]

Society's Secretary himself estimates that At appraxinate
number of 1500 people per season are Likely to he engaged in

this activity].
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The Secretary of the Bakkal Society estimates that the
total availakility of Uppage in the Ubttara Hannada and Sagar
areas to be akout 10,000 gquintals. This implies that in all
ffom tﬁis belt every year 2,330,000 person days of employment

are created in the collection of Uppage.

o

Uppage collectors get anything between Rs. 3 to  Fs.
Per kg of Uppage handed over to the village agents,
depending on the time of sale. At  the very Gnset_ of the
season, contractors are willing to pay only Rs. 3 ov Fs. d
Per kg collected, but as the seasown draws o an end and moach
latar in December — Januwary, the price rigses to Rs. & and
mere per kg of Uppage. The richer faolk who a&ave ablz o

nd stock the dried Uppage exploit thiz advantagss.

M
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Thney ave nown Yo walt even until the next calemder vyear %o
dispose Their collected quontum. However, the poar villagers
balonging to landless labour and small/mavrginal faciner

Households enchange the diried Uppage for cash o saometimes

ul
i
—
it

kind immediately after a few kilograms are vead, for

—
/]
[l

Chnilaven avz known to carry theig own hasket loads of dri
Uppage every second or thicd day to She s5svts foe sale.  In
1981 whewn the collection first hecame popular, the villagers
recall sellinyg Uppage, at times, for a rata ranging hedween

S0 paise to Rs. 1.30 Per kg. The highest price got hy some

at that time was Rs. T Per kyg. However theve have also bLeen
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times when the price reached the Fs. 12 per kg marl: as it
did in 1984 (as narvatad to us by one particular village

WOMETTS

The earlier menticned tvrek through the forests rvevealed
the ardousress of the task of colleckion. These Torests have
& thick tree cover as well as thick and high  undergrawth,
(this ofcourse depends on to what extent different forested
egions have.been left uwnravaged by hakvitation, agriculture
and induastiryy and are on sloped land which makes walkivg and
picking of fruits rather difficult. These disadvantages are
Further strengthened by the onset of the south—west monscans
during the Uppage season and the consequent reappearence of

L

caes.  An dvwocent gquery, Ly the

1]

o

the hlood sucking 1
Reseairch Team ahbout wild 1life habitation get the raply

H

i

ya we do have cheetahs”, and when further asked whait Lhe
b4 L] ]

ali appeared, the cool answer was "we cun

i
1
or
1

did if a ¢

Hppages collaction faving now becoma an  established
activity, many of the collectors - omale  and  femals  have
supposedly become adept at using every teick in the hool. g

incvease theiv earmings. 1% was alleged iy one vebteran MFP
contractor that collectors prefer to brimg the roasied rind
to the village level agents under conditions of heawvy
rainfall. The soaked rind is naturally heavier than the dity
rind and this simply results the villagers earning more for

the same gquantity of Uppage .
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If the Uppage is not diied/vyoasted properly 1t gets
attacked by a kind of fungus and ebtains a white coat. The

solution to this problem is to koil and ve—dry the Uppage

continuwously +%ill it losses the white cover. However,

villagers it was alleged seek an easier way out "~  they

obtain usad hatiery. ca2lls, hreak them open and mix the white
7 3

it

coated Uppage in the black powder which is  found inside.
This falsely coloured vind 1is then sold as good Uppage

instead af as second rate Uppage which gets a lower price.

Collection having become & rather competitive activity
villsgers are sald to collect vaw Uppage instead of waiting
for the fruits to ripen. These are boiled in water to maks

hem soft and mushy and only then dried.

The wmozt sevious proklem associated with Uppage
collection is that of the felling of Illppage btirees for
chiaiving the fruit. When Uppage collection suddenly hecome
impértant to the people, along with mowney came avairice as
wall. Men ave known tao fell Uppage tvrees the lopping  of
branches especially, is fairly extensively done, 36 as bto
get at the fruits hefare they ripen and fall to  the ground
and somehody elze obitains them. Women partly Lkecause of
thieiv own insticts, and mostly hecause of theiv inakilibty to

climlx trees are not usually known to indulge in such acits.
Y

However, the richer set of women are krnown to emplay
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Howewver, the richer set of women are krnown to  employ
labourers at Fs. 15 Per day to get them to climbh Uppage
tirees, lop the branches and collect the fruit. In the last
couple of years felling .has been Ecnsideﬁably curtailed
hecause of the stern dealings especially of the Deputy
Conservator of Forests of Sirsi-Siddapur Divisiaon. However,
policing of the forests is in many senses an  impossible
task. As one co-passenger inm & bus remarked "Fencivng eor
policing the forests is as difficult as trying to tie a

rnappy arocund an elephant’s backside."

Howewver conversations with villagevrs seemed to indicate
that slowly people are vealising the tremendous losses which
could entail through felling. This awarness needs to ke
reinforced hy stricter vigilence - for what it i1s worth, and

consciantisation.
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PRROCESSINMNG

The Uppage vind once it is collected, wneeds to be

immediately diried to save it from votting.

All the Uppage collector’s houses, however small they
may ke, have in theiy first room or veranda & square space
with a hole in the centre, for collecting ash and placing
live coal with a mat mads of coconut leaves, (and sometimes
thin bamkoo strips) hanging on Loy, at & 2istance of three
feet from the floor. On this, the wet ard mushy Uppage  #iad
iy spread. A low fire i3 1it at the hottom and the 1ind is
slowly diried for & peviod of 24 to 36 hours till each vived
obhtains a charcoal black hue and a smoky smell. TheAfire is
kept &alive through the vight;  dinmfact  there have heen
instances of huts catching fire due to careless vigil. As
mensioned 2avliar if 1ot properly  dried, the ind is
atvacked by Fungus  and needs to ke hoiled and e

ts the vright ecclowr. In the Follawing

[

coenbinwously till it g

page a diagram depicting the lppage peing dried on a mat, is
L

sresented.




UPPAGE BEING DRIED ON A MAT

IN A VILLAGE HOME
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The firewood which is used for ppage dirving i3 localiy
callected and is of a substantial quantity. Estimates (made
by local forestors and contractorsy of the amount of
firewocod regquived for dryiﬁg 1 kg of Uppage, ranged from 1
hore (approximately 20 kgs) to Z hores with a hors referring

£

to a head load of fuelwood. If we accapl tha lowsst estimate

i)
1]

of 20 ky of fuelwood used per 1 kg of |Lppage dried, this
wou}d imply that for the 10,000 guintals of Uppage available
in this kelt, & lakh quintals of fivewood worth Fs. 20 Lakh
is utilised. This firewocod is not bought Lut collected from

the forests and Ltherefore the monietary loss does wot  reveal

itsel? in any immediats sensa.

Fuel cowmsumption for Uppage processing should However Sa

she 1ig5ht of the fact that the fire which is 1i% far

3217 i3
Uppage drying serves two sevnes  wieedzs  of Lhe sillayers.

aey

or

{a It halps them dry the wet Blanket capes which
wher out in the rainsg

'...
-
I
n

Wy o Ib keeps Shem warm -~ especially the elderly whao need
A continuous five duwring the chilly and wet monscon
ot hs .

Cervtaln guartars claim, that the ecological loss due to
fuelwood consumption is Eremendous, sinca e villagers
insist on tender fuelwood which when burnt eiudes more smoke
than the hard and dried wood and this is preferred hecause

of the smoky smell which the Kerala consumers like the dried
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Hppage Yo have. However, this attack is  counbered Loy
villagers who said that tender and wet wood op twigs are
difficult to liéht and that they therefore use orly  rotten
and fallen twigs and wood which are availables plentifully in

the wearky forests.

Tine Deputy Conservator of Forests, Sirsi — Siddapur, has
avtempted to solve this proklem of excess comsumpsion of
fuel wood Ly having an Uppage drier huils in the village of
Janmane near the local Forest Favige Office. Further debtails

about this dryer are presented in Chaptar VI.

Whav faollows i3 a short set of desciriptions of the lifa
aiuka

styles of three women living in the Mppage producing

L

of Eiddapur. These cases seek to provide a glimpse inkd .- the
personal woirld of the Uppage collechors.

SAMARI T Ganapi is fifty years gld and lives in a small
tatched house in Surgal village which is also hLoown as
Nayakanakeri -~ prohanly deriving this name from the  fact

[
tll

[0

¢ all its iahakitants are MNayaks. She shares her dwelling

o~

with 3 other members of her joint family dincluding

nE
hushand, anm alchoholic. She has no children. Her family owns

noe cultivable land and survives By working as agricultural

lahourers. Gamapi works in neighbouring Areca Garden in  the




summer months and on paddy fields during Lhe moanscons. The
rest of the year she is only marginally emplyed. During this
pericod she makes mats out of Echalu Grass and sell these at

the rate of FEs.20 per mat.

Ganapi is a gireat Uppage fan. For the last five vyears
she has collected Uppage from the forests which suarrounded
her village. If the Uppage vield is good, she does wmot seek
agricultural work in the peak paddy transplanting seasow  of
July = August. She instead sets out each morning at about

IO a.m-, sometimes with a few womewn, o1 alone, hut always

g

with a nlanket like cape thrown over her head and with a
wicker hasket iy her hand. She trudges up bthe Rebtta lands
kut does wot go wear the Yppage trees ow them  for  fear of

chastisement hy the Betta land ownersjshe enters the thick

ad Billy evergreen forests amd praceeds to callect as  wany
of bthe mushy fallen Uppage fruits and seeds a3 possianle.
Barefoot with leech sucking her feet, she VUiudges oo,

some times returning abt roon and ,some btimes in  the  early
hiowrs of the evening after having walked move bthanr two or

hiree kims, with her Lashket and cape filled wish llipage.

Last year as the Uppage yield was very good, Ganapil was
able to collect 1 guintal of Uppage, which she s3cld  to the
lacal landlord - agent at Rs. &/~ kg, This money she used
forr hkuying herself clothes and uwtensils. Ganapl when
gquestioned seemed all for the idea of setting up Uppage

dryers and standardising the trade.




MI: Omi is sixty five and chiaf, and in a sense, the

only, spokeswoman in  the village of Marathikoppa- This
village is entirely inhabited by Marathis —~ a irather silent

and wary set of people.

Omi lives in & cleawn little thatched house, with ter zow
and his wife and their children. This family owns & small
plof of land which they cultivate. They also wark fov the

local landlord as agriculitural lakourers. Omi is engaged
)

mast of the year in making mats and bkamhoo baskets. These
faszkets and mats are sold bto a loeal society called Seva

Sagar Zanga which markets Lhem.

Cmi very ravely ventures out of the village - et  even

rzsts foar MFP collection. The Marathi mew however

collect Uppage and Omi and the rest of  the women help in
processing 1t as also 1a the processinmg of aothey MFP. Lppage

> though kniown, was not exbracted o used till five years

[
o
.

aga. Howewer since thern, when Uppage collecbhion hegan  in

earmest, Omi alonmg with the obher village wemen learmbt  the

1

art 5& ghee extracoion fraem wamen in neighbouriayg viilages,

aiid moi-e 50, fvrom the local landliaord's Family.

The Uppage and the other MFP collccied in Marathi Koppa
is sold bto the local landlord - agent to whom wnearly every

household in this village owes money. Lppage sometimes helps




eld
in repaying loans and &lsc in buying provisiens as bthe SaMe

landlord supplies the villagers with these.

e

EAMALA: Kamala is a younyg and vivacious 25 years old.
She is the mother of thiree children and lives in the village

of Rirlamalkhe.

For six months, every year Kamala works in Aveca Gardens
and for 2 months during the paddy transplanting  period in
mice Fields. Her hushand works as a Pubklic Works Cepartment
éoolie arnd  earns Rs. 200/~ monih. As  an  Areca Gafden
labourar, Hamala earns Rs. 8 per day and is also given lunch
and tea and tiffer. During the slack agriculbuse period, she
participates in the forest department’s activities like
Ti

' 3
(R Rt Ui

foe

wis kK

claniting saplings, digging pits and trenching.

weavy lahour she also undartakes to do for local lamdlords.

Iv the Uppagz yield is good, Kamala wiih a few of He,
neighliowrers sets oubt $o collact Uppags averyday for ableast

a manth inm  bthe vyear. She finds this task acduosus  bus

t
worbhiwhile. She needs to walk I-d miles and work for about 2
hiowrs to collect & to 2 kilograms of Uppage. Lasy  year she
collactod 40 kygs which she sold at a rate of Rs. J&/- kg Her

L
r

nat hevr need for movey forces her So sell

onmly regret iz,
the Uppage as soon as it is dried and eady, and that she
carmot stock 1%, as do richer gpeople, and sell it at a

hiigher price.




CHAPTER W

MIDDLEMEN AND THE MARKETING OF UPPAGE

Lppage changes hands & wumber of times hefore it

reaches the consumer in Ferala and elsewhere.

The initiator of this long chain is the Government if.e.
thie Forest Department which auctions Uppage a3 a separate
MFP in different forest divisions. It was in the Sirsi -
Siddapur Division, that Uppage collection fivrst commenced
legaxlly and this division inm many senses continues teo he the
central and most important collection area, especially since
it produces the largest guanium of Uppage, relative tao  the

okihier Forest Divisiaons. This study for the akove reasons and

l1sg thosze mentioned earlier conecendtyrates on the Sirsi-
Siddapur Divisian.

The Government cver the years as the Uppage trade grew,

£

haz earned an  increasing amoun® of revenue  from  Uppage

Takle 4 presents details aof the revanue earned Ly  the

Governiment through Uppage conbracts.




TAELE - d

Eatierd

Fevenue Earned by the Government for the years 1921 -273,

192505, 198527 and 1987-29 in the S ranges of the
Sirsi—Siddapur Forest Divigsiaon
Forest Range Fevenue Earned
1551-22 178753 1735-537 1537-357
Cim Rs.j Cin Rs.) (in Rs.) (in FRs.)
Siddapur - azemn - e se0
Gepadgt - - - 27,500
Janmane - a5, 598 - 35,614
Hatkal — s - 42,714
ETYE - so01 - 74,667
Total 1,811 amyemm 100,000 %.ac. 997
Soumrce - Office of the Deputy Cowservator of Forests, ESirsi-

Siddapur Division, Sirsi.

This Takle reveals that the Govermnent’s revenue has
increased hy more than three lakhs hetween 1991 ard
iFEV . This phenomenal incirease cam be abiributad malnly  to

x

the high vewvenue obbained in 1'% e suadden hike  iw

-
i

—y
i .

£

revenue obtained iIs gquite simply a rvesull of hie  in
competition between two rival centractors. The anbagonism
ketwean the btwo was fairly obvious in  She local aucsions
where hboth tried %o out - kid each other. Therefore Sthis 1is
vet anothey commorn example of a competitbive market with

entreprenuers vying with each other for a recantly

discovered scarce raw material.




Middlemen

~1

The middlamen/institutions who have obtained the Uppage
contract in the last fow yeéars are as follows:—
1721-22 : Prakhu
1982Z-25 H M. G, Pai (Puthiu FRaod
1725-37 : HBaklkal Bocisty
1937 ~53 H Pe M. Rajan
crairhuts involvement iv the Uppage tradar as  warrated
to us by him, was initially extremaly satisfactory. At  the
begivning, one particular Keralite offerved him Rs.10/- per

g of Mppage and gave him an advance of Rs.10,320/- to  yget
the callactiaon started. Prabhu made about ZOY profit on this
rave and was able to sell 12 guintals, kefore he heard the
Taz s of that pacticular businessmarn - Hopes of large jprafits
had {nstigated Prakbbu %o borrow from diffevent sources  an
ay Uppage from villagers i large gquantities, and  Lhen e
aiicoveved that he  wasz  wibbout a bayer.  An abtiempt  be
revsonally inbtarvena at the vetail markebs  in mevala, was
NGy 3uccessTul becauss of  lack of CONCacts. crabbu
H
evaniually amainaged ko szll Lhe Uppage $5 oSher Karalibes hut
by vefaining a low profit margin of oA-o raise pev Lg.  The
F 5 ¥
same low amargin he retained ia  the  seconsd year ati  the
contiract and this time ha Maue o savvempts  at  speculation.

Altogether hetween

akout twenty lorry

1931-28d Prabhu  got collected and sald

loads i.e. 2000 Quintals of Uppage.
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Salkani and one in Hulekal with the Head Quartefs beiry
located in Bakkal- Its activities cover the retail supply of
cansumer goods, th¢ matketing of Milk and Areca and the

éupply of credit in both cash and kind. It has & membevship

of Z10 persans kelonging to different classes and castes.

(a2
o

The Bakhkal Sociebty, threugh its members, was able
engage agents in different villages. These agents motivated
the villagers %o collect Uppage, for which bthe villagers
weire palid a rate Fiwed Ly the sociesty. The aysnis, in burn
got a commission of Fs. 0.50 forr each kg collected. The

guantivy of Uppage collected and sold, the rvevenue and

expenditure ivvolved and the profits earned by the BRakkal
Socliety, for vhe yaars 1725-26 and 193235-87 are indicated in
Lhe followinmg pages. Tnis is a  tranmslated vevsian  of  bhe
some Information given in Hannada to the Forzst Depacrtments
By othe Bakkal Sceiety. The true Kannada version is przsentad

in Anvexure A-1.




b ma wn d
agricuibare and

VRN

Ak Aroduger's Multipurpese

Ca-tpeiative

Pty

P T PN -
vt dwtilaag w1487 Ay




D) Other Averaqe Expenditure per quintal

TDetails  July '3 August '3 Septeaber '3b October 136

e) Sales tax 25 2 3 @
£} Royally 25 25 25 25
g) Empty bags, 15 I3 15 tH]
tollie
h) Average
interest A1 15 75 73
at 164
i} Average
wastage 45 95 &0 10
at 124

i) Transport
expenditere 50 0 S0 50
froa Bakkal
to Kerala
Average
expenditure 635 13 855 975
per quintal

£) Details of the sales during the year §935-36 -

a) Selling price in Decenber 1336 - 750.00 per quintal
b) Selling price in January 1936 ~ 200,00 per quintal

]
¢) Selling price in February 1986 - 830.00 per quintal

d) Selling price in Harch 1986 = 900,00 per quintal
e Selling‘price in Hay 1286 - 1000.00 per quintal

£y Selling price of fungus atlacked
goods (Second quality) 1966 - 300.00 per quintal

{Note! In sales rate, as Processing rate + Collection
charges + Sales Tax + Interest + Transport Expenditure are
separately collected, these are nob included.)

F) Society got a Net Profit of Rs.  25,500-00

6) Total Profit of Rs+ 2,03,000-00
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Other Average Expenditure pec quinbal

Details July 187 fugust '37 Sepleaber '87 Getober '37
! g f
e} Sales Tax . 30 32 35 40
£y Turn over 10 t0 i 12
tax
9} Royally 25 23 23 2
k) Eapty bags, 18 15 15 15
toolie
i) Average .
interest 13 73 15 75
at 16§
kY Transpor-
tation froa 59 a0 a0 59
daskal to
Kerala
Average ex-
penditure 775 8z 21 952
per quints!
Py Derails of Ssfes 28-37

¢ during Ehe year [328-%7

v Sebiing price in Cotober Ree 7000 per quintal
Iv Selling grice in Novemker - Rs. 250009 per 3uintal

g ,
A5 HO00 er quintal

i

So Zelling grice in Decenber
<o Selling price in Janwary = Rso1015.00 per juintel
S Selling price in Janwary - Rso 875000 per quintal

veecond feality)

d) Soctety get s Net Profit of Rs. 20,500/~ in |
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Tvio vears report from 1985-57

" A) Paid to the Governmant

17 Foyalty Rs- 1,00,000

2y Rural tayu : Rs. 14,000

Z) Sales taxn : Fs. 1,230,000

4y Tuvw over tax § Fs. 15,000

Tatal Fs. 2,5%,000 )

III. Total Purchase guantity in 2 years 2,500 quintal
Gy Total guantity sold in 2 years 5,000 guintal
L) Total guantity lost in Z years &20 gquintal
£ Intzrest paid for 2 vears Fs. 2,058,000
72 Profiv garned in 2 vears Rs. A&, 300
Gy Transportation expenditure in Rs. 2,180,000

2 years i.e2. from Bakkal to Ferala

The Zecvetary of the Eakkal Society infarmed the

research team that it had wobt proved woirshwhile o the

Seciavy to engage itseld in Uppage collection. The net
}
profiy made being & 1ititle morve thanm Rs. 20,000/- arnaually,

it did not merit the hardwork needed to susitain  She sirade.

A aumber of practical problems arise with regard to 4!
organising of Uppage collection. First%y,. all alowg therve
has existad the constant threat posed by smugglevrs — it was
claimed that wmearly S0X of the Uppage in Sirsi - Siddapur

got smuggled out. While in Siddapur the research team heard
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an interesting stovy of how C. S. Hegds, the DRalkhal Sociat

7
Secretary, while touring Siddapur Taluk late one evening,
face to face with & lovyy filled with people prought on
the sly to collect Uppage. Hegde and his three companions
were apprently unable to 1ift a finger against the smugglers
because af the lateness of the hour and the sheer numbers
thi2y were up against. The smugglers, it is alleged, wsually

=W

& ival cowbvractors with Uppage cowntiracts in obther Farest

[

Divisions/Ranges, or husinessmen from Kevala.

Thie second problem velates to unevenly diied av hastily
diried Lppage which gets attacked hy fungus and which meeds

to e pe—dried, with this cost barne hy the contractors.

while visiviny che Dakkal Bociety office, She Research Team
noeicad lavge guantities of such second guality Uppage which
sells for & price laower than that of A grade Uppaga -

Tihe Bakral Soclety &lso faced prollams Wi bl Loe

Wi
<
o
o~
g
o
R

marketing of Uppage. The whole sale Uppage dealer

)
o usually csllact Mppage from  the canbvracsors i1a Sirsi

[

Sidds A 1y did nobv seek  the Socie
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initially taeok an united stand against them-. Th
haa to therefore tramsport Uppage to Kerala and search  and
find a market for tha vind. In $925-33, 22 lovry loads aof
Upjpage were tivansported to Kerala and in 1926-37, 14 lorry

wara made

fo]
(=]
1]
=8
4]

loads were trawnsported, while 13 lorvy
availakle to Rajan, the industrialist who ohtained the

~J

Uppage cowntract in 193
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The research team was informed that approximately 1560
persons participatad in the Uppage collection every seasoi.
Cn an average collectors were paid EST 6.per kg oFf Uppage-s
At the start of the season, Fs. 3 per ky Qas afferred which
was later raised to Fs.2 as the season camz Lo & close. This
Jppage on an average sold for Rs. 10 per ky in 19222-345  and

fz. 11.Z0 per kg {(to Rajaw) in 1726-37.

All these years, the Uppage countvact in  the Hownavar,

[F3

Yellapuiy, Sirsi-Siddapur and Sagar Forest Divisions has

fever heen the moncpoly of any single person- Diffevent
conbiractors have 50  far conirolled collection in  these
different areas.

This yeas~ however, through single minded pevsistence ana
clever busivness Sacsics, Parameshwaran M. Rajan, the zariied
mentioned Heralite industvialist, has mavnagad 3 obtain  all
tywe Uppage conbvacss  in the divferent Uppage prodacing
fovest divizisons. An dndustrialist hailinyg  From Hydecakad
who claims 3 have business intaress in  Jdiffeirent  cantires
in Ivlia and abroad, Rajan, has vacious gplaas Fo0  e@npansion

b

wibtbio US5ara Mannada Disbeict, with Sthe mavketing of Upgage

beivyg one amcngst these.

Rajan's plans to take oaver the lUppage market were
ghstructed abt each step hy Puthu Rao who was also keen on
obtaining the Uppage contracts. Each auction iw 1787 seemed

like a climax to an action thriller with Rajan and Rao
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employing different tacktics for gebtting the contract. ule

in Sirsi-Siddapur, Elind bidding lead to Rajaa getting she

contiract, at a price I I % higher than the 1935 ratey  in
Yellapuir, N0 kidding teook place, yet Fajan having gquoitze %5
1000 More than tne opporents tender quotation, gci she
contract. In Sagar the situaticon was a littis difézranta

Information ohtaimed indicates that Lthe bwo businessmen [Ame

way Rs. S, 750 - to

Tk

to a settlement, with Fajan agreeing Ic
a0, ftor each quintal collected in  this area, ¥oF the
assurance that Fao would wot Hike the Uppage contvract c-ice
t

at Lthe auc

In Hownavar, &the contvact for Uppage collecuic: is

alyzady in the hanas of Fac, as the auction wWa&s
LF5G, amuch befaors Rajan came into the pilctuie. Howevaes, She
mesearch Team neard  thas Ly  agiresmant, Selwesin  wac  and
Caiav, Shks vight is beivnyg bransfarraa vo maian o..  eng
paymens of & cevrtain sum of manay -

Thaese camplicatad intanse gusinesa games haed  She.:iore
madz madan the sule person incharyge of Uppage collectac. im

tha ansire dttara vannada/Sagar  heli.  Yat anathes Zaup

Lty Rajan is seen in the emergence of T. T. ~rgde

<
cr

Hroaght at
Ehe DBakkal Society Secretavy &s his husiness parvbnuer. ~uygde
when the research team last met hiﬁ in July, pladne: to
resign as the Secrelary of the Society and to jois tands
Qith Rajén- He is likely to be an extremely valuable lacal

asset.
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VILLAGE LEVEL AGENTS

The contractors who obtain the Uppage contracts from
.the Goverviment and the villagers who actually collect the
Uppage are brought together by a number of agents who live
avs  have

in villages in Uppage producing areas« These &

aver the years established themselves as Uppage and other

T

MFP collection facilitators. They act as & linkinmg bridge
between the pevrsons who would like ta collect MFP to enhance
sheir earnings, aﬁd thosz who officially ohtain the ight

ta get the MFP collected.

These agents are usually local landlords o shaphzepers

i.2. people who are in constant touch with the villagers.

The caatvacior on gevting an lUppage conbract, meets
thesz agznts and asks them Lo gebt the collection startzd.
Gevan vy %he Taollowing page 1s  an adverbtizemend which
appesaved in a local paper in Sirsi requescing agenits Yo ges

iv saoueh with Rajan  the curvent Uppage contract  hmelder,

g with anotrner which warns "likely smugglers.

/1)
[
L
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NOTIFICATION . . HOTIFICATION
The undersigned has Obtained the right to collect dnd sell Uppage We would like to inform the public that for whe years, 1987-33
from the r3nges Of Sirsi Division ie., Siddapur, Jarmane, Hulekal, 1988-89 L.a., (dazed 1.07.87 to 30.06.2a9) within the ranges of
Sirsi{ and Kyaagi, f£rom the Eorese Department for 2 perlod of twe Sirsi feress Divizicn {e., Siraq, Janmane, Hulekal, Siddavur ar
Years f£rom 01.07.1987. ’ Kydagl., the right of collecticn and sale of Uppage has been gilv
: To the undersigned Ey the Conservator of Forests, Sirsy Divisy
Therefore we would like to aPPoint agents for the collection of a5 per za-plﬁ\KMm\cmman\m\DQme dated 0B.0s5.37.
Unpage. Interested Persons witgh Previous experience ma3y send their e
3pplicatiens within a weei to the address given belecw: 12 any Lllegal collection or transport of Ubpage (3 roticed afx
01~-07-37, legal zection wil] be taken according to the acove ord
Sirsi Sd/ -
D£.21.06.87 P.K.Rajan ’
o . Sirsyg ’ Sd/~
Sirsi hﬂno.Zmn:mnua@ & 24.06.87 P.K.Rajan
xmnstnnchvum Company, .
‘Jyothi Hilavya’ Sirsi agro Marketing &
Behind Stase 3ank of India
Sirsi. ug

xauﬂmmnnuHHuG Company,
tara Kannada Distr.58140:

- 'Jyomzhi Nilaya:
Behind State gank of Ind!
"Lokadwani” 30,/06/1987 ' Silrzi. Uttara Kannada pi:
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5 ta the agents 16 Bua&aCcy pilce

U

Thz contractor then spescifi

3

he is willing te pay to the villagevrs far each kg of Uppage
collaction. For oirganising this collection, the agent is
paid a commission of Rs. ©.30 Per kg of Uppage made

Lle to the cowmbrackor.

B
<
m
"
—
]

Thaese agents usually get Dppage collecved from villages
fallivig within six  to seven miles of heir  owin. Thay

samebimes engage suk-agents to organise the collection in

OF the S0 paise eavned per kg of  Lopage,
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T
]
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The tias which euist hebtwesn the agents &riad
E

villagers, in mawy instances, arve deep vaotad and well

P - P - | —— - L an e e e ] -y ok - = = P S
astanlishzd, and Lhased o the economic dependencs i Loon
sats of peapia on each obther e.g., Bhat, & bij landics,d whiom
T S S S T R I N R N N B [SS T S T - -
YR E i Y L1 O ¢ a diaiwigd L\.;;dd C'c\LlA.llJ.t.LL\, Wi g c:tl::»u‘ LS R fE] v
e = e oy e T S R - Y L - - .
L:l.-}.lc_'\l:“c".' n;&ij@]lt, SR idy¥ys & Jaidu numbay g s Y hoa Ay eEU 3 VY
.- - N T o e~ 4 LN e e T P
collact Yoppage for him, as paid lanoureirs 7o woradiyg on nis
! +-
— - - LI 1T L - - - - - - g PR - - . 1k - -
laads.s He alse TGS o small FYyOovV1Is1G6h BV 2. IS aften
o f e = ey ey R L T S T Vo P N
g cailns Lypage $v3dm oene villagers ana o N I T T T L
[ S [

foG@m Y13 sS5cre if they so wish. Sametimes loans made wy wim

ara pald off through Uppage.

Lo Fhe Bakhal

rn

In 1724, Bhat was able to make availahbl

Society around 170 quintal of Uppage- He claims to have
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The rebtail market:z Vo Uppage 1n Heirala are coicen

in the Trivandrum, Trichuwr, Ernakulam, Hatanchervy)  and

Alleppey (Hayamkulam) Distvricts.

At the retail outlets Uppage is available for Rs- Z0  per
kg. The retaller is known to retain a ZO-Z0% profic  aavgin.
The retalil vata 1s even wwown to vise %o Fsz. 2% pev ky.  In

cuample in Bangalore, Ugpags am an

4
1
.

—
r
1]
-t

<t
¥
Y]
4]

-

cther v&ta

s mom e, oo A= [ e o .
aVelragae Ld:t:, RS- 22 el ll:[-
R - [ S D e o — doa e s —_— = e e ee, [P JESUR L -
The Following diageam Jdepicks an approximaticn of  the
A am - - - 4. - - - - o - -
iorey flow, Sheough the collection and saicz  of STl kg OF
Fl.. &+ « - =
Lo g & s
{atallzy =RKs3 20.007%
/
¢
{lhaole EBaley =Ks 1&.0G)r
!
r
{Covisvacsor =Rs 10.00 +Fs Z.005%
- \
{Agyents =3 &.00% {Cther expaenditure =Rs Z.I0G7
’ Y
4 A
. —r = - — - (= b
/ ES‘.t]:"‘"J"".gL‘HtD "'Ra -..'-l'i:)}
‘ \
Dollecbtors =M SLE03
= - - P N v e -, - .- L e
T 4 :;.sl_.,l— [N undeirtook all vha diarrneting
N PEN B - PR DB o ae e ae - - - . R — [T - F - _
spevasions, the profit percentage revainad ab the point aof
oL . SR Ty e
Salc wOtlad he a ,..=|H:1l0mxnir.\l PSR P
L - - . - 4 - B - - ~ - - [ - - .
The conbractor Rajan who  curvensly  holds  the Uppage

contiract, hopes to  enploit the situation in a similar
mannmer.« He intends bto start a factovy in Sivsi, which with
the help of local lahour will process the  Uppage and will
most likely manmufacture sauces and concentvates for  which

Rajan hopes to find a country wide market.
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FUTURE POS

I. Tha proposed Mppage processing factory is %o have a
mivimum life span of 10 years. P. M. Rajarn iubends o
-, - - g Lo T sarm = e - - .- PR PR,
fegqobiabe with  the Govermment foir & reclitiday Uppage
contract 36 &3 to ensure continuous supply of the nasic vaw
material.
Ao industey set up neair Bne caw naterial soucs i3 iliwely
ty ke a welcome addition to the local industrial sector.e 10
Y J..x:t.?lf Lo
(a3 ensara & stezady mavket for the cural sellarsg
(hy oprovide local employimnens opporiunisiacsy
Jo% osonbrol She curvent fnclimabtiow of sillagev s o fell
Lrses, i owisw of the long ruwn amployment opportanivies
WhoL Oh WGl Smarge s
Heeevaer Sherz 2nisy two impovbtant facwoos whicn  hey  SEgacE
.
arl these advaitages.
rhe fivsh is, vhat of the price Sffarad 2 Shié villiagsos
; FUppage collected and so0ld.

per kg o

The sheer arduousness of the tash o Lppage caollecoion,
under conditions of rain and thick hilly foresss  and  wiih

-

possililities of leech Kites, demands that the paymant  per
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majan to the Research Team.

Further, the profit gains which the industre
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reduction of over FON. M. V. Hagde claims  Shab dyar iiotigh
the dryer was made on a trial and errar bazis, it is &

perfecsly viakle contraption.

This dvryer is a multi purposa cne, in that, it can bhe

i
-

L
i

LN .l -
t o Lt} bhc‘

G
i
[}

used to diy cardamom which i3 grown along wi

Uppage belt, as well as wild aut meg, which iz &b anoShe

- T .- — -, - - - e - m oam m am PR & - - -
77 collectad in these areas. The Forest dapavtment may also
weable s wse 1% to diy szzads in winter/monscons.
Two specific qualities of the Uppage dried  an Matsyal
the homas of the villagers are,
LRl the avied Uppage ohtains a dark blach Hos.
Ll o She Uppage  reotaivns & 3Mary samell  and Flavowo.
T L T e a = = .o L -1 L S SO N | S . LI - 3 - 4 - L - Lo -
4 v a4 S T Z AWl v A a virct v R S SRERN R, L I L S W B o b oy e theA o
[ PR [T PR O I N j R, o oy I — - ~t . T B LN ta .
R = T T T R R R - I Vo Jive iu @ Sliny Sl sy P A T=-)
- . e = = — i . ' - - | Sy P - - B - .
_u._.,-_:,\.:.‘ﬁ.:vi SO R T HEgde: that viny holes Se Pridch e Sl N
Fapd s DGR Gilan 3mgns Zould escape and SIlIoUhe fucas These
noles could easily he Filled, while aryiayg carvdamom o wild
N ey . The calowr of the Uppage deied iw Lhe avyaer is oyes
v we Eibanlished.
7 Sha dvyyee experiment s succassful, 1% can he wuill
in key Wonage producinseg aroas vl Ibs Faciliriozs momnilac i oot
PORBY Wppade produdcling areas and iis Facilities pUOPHLaEr L 3e8a

tors as well as cardamom growers

]

amangst the Uppage cclle
and wild nubl meg collectors. This would resuld in the Saving

of @ great Jdeal of fuel waod.
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A

ne Davelopment Agency, the privats szctor and a lavge
or villagers are caught together ia Lhe Uppage  hell
ituation of inter—dependency. The industrialis® nmesds
“opsrdasion of the Forest Depariment, if he i3 5o be
dof a vecurring Uppage canbracs. Moce easily oo  is
Spavasicn of Lhe villagers, since he has  ensured  foo
¢ a mondspely macket. However 1% 1s also liwaly bthat,
poice abbained by bhe villagers cauwsez imcome theough
oo tall below bhe daily,  wagz  cabte Lhan SLLpLY ar
Will dscelinag.
e cilleg2ra do buon o are  enbivel,  Jepernidend  on She
v1aii3t and She CGovernment foir the zale of She Lppag s
Siiaa.
& Farast Deparvtmant  is  pow  placed  ia a stirateyia
Gty which It can use to hargain to Lhe AdYANvags G
Llagers.
agiveamens can he signed Setween the Soveramendt and Lhe
rialist through which {4 could e arvanged  Tor the
industrialist to obtain the contbtract far Uppage calizgcbion
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For & pericd of 10 yeais the wvoyally heing ceregotiakle

to this agreement

o

every Znd year. Anaother important claus
sfiould e tha v the government holding all mighics  to
wibthdraw bthe contract in case of large dcale ecological
disvurbance thiough Uppage tvae felling. This agreement will
act as an incentive to the contrachor who will He Sszared of

unhiinderad supply of raw materisl for & wminimusm  pericd of

tay yvaavrs.

Haviveg given the indusveialist this secucity She farvess
depar-tmant will need to take steps %o probtzct  the  interest
27 vhe pooe villagecs. A& mindmum vate of Fa. T Pao kg af
Vippage collacted and sold (re-nmegobtiable avery Iod yeEacs Lo
Shiz o contivactar can ke fived by order 6f the Gowvavivanent. This

13 4 Faie pvice cownsidering bhe arducusness of She Sash and
eve nigh peofiy margin which the industcoializt (5 Likel, 5o
eV

.

Hitara Hamnada is & lakour shord Qisteics wad Yhis  aay
piad v oan dadrEase io obtne daily wage vabte pald Lo labonde by
s Areca and Paddy growerss This nay also load Yo geaeabar
migration of labour inbto Uiitara Hanaada District 2using  the
paady transplantivg pevicd of July-Augusy whlich 13 alss  She
paak paddy fransplantig perod

All this will only be in accovdacsce wibth the  long  Serm
aims of development of egquitakle distvibubtion of inmcomne. The




devzlopment agency is thevefore iv & posi

her step inbo the fiay to help the rural posoce of CEmELn

e
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silent witness to the further enhancemens of a capitaliss?
geailng.
- e T oA . - e e 3 s [ T S - _ -
I11. The Forest Department as mentionaed earlievr, has had &
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SSihvesAactos In naomlaal vEainG .
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However 1% needs bo ke wndevrstood bthat Lhe  wvillayctd

« of carrying the Uppagoe 3 the Jdryer
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for the agents to collect thsz Dppaga fram  the foint  where
the diyer 15 huill, then the villagers will he saved the
second trip te the agewts home and will most likely bhe

willing to undertake one to Lhe iz

Anaunier problem which was raised ey
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was vaized when Lthe ressarchers sparke Lo them asouw:  Lhe
diyzvd i3 Shabt af how 15 cam L2 ensured Ehat  the  same
amaige collected by each villagair iz reburmed Lo Sham  afSer
divying, since bthe dryar at awy one point of  Eingne Cat any
several quintals of Uppaga.

Thiis problem Can =] tackled in Yo by S

A5 onencicned earliar ths divyer compoiszes of  diffzrens
Codigas smeats and of a nuagker of SVay3 L @ACh Sompar Saenb.
Villagev: owoulad be o oallutizd SIAEAs cwent o, W e SR
aiddsc 3F Yeays 2achs Therifore She saed far SGiaraning tha
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Thw o sedond seolubion i1z in Raoping with the caril:, G
IV wmakliag agents vesponsitie  For the nsae  of the  Arver.

The Uppage brought in by She villagers can ma weighad
and collacted by the agend abt the s3ite of LYe dryer ond Shen
dried. However, this will most defivately mean ‘Shat Lhe

agent will incur a loss in terms of Lhe amount  of  lppage
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ohtained per kilo giram paid for, since once the loapags Qs

dried, its weight decwreases. If the agent pays for the dried

s is currently the custom he (al will oltain nore

nt

Uppage
Uppage for the same movey (b) will not be hindeved with the

responsibility of drying it.

Trerefare if this sxuperiment is to be successful in the

akove mentioned mammer, mobvivators will weed ts cownvince the

agenbs as well. An increasa in the cammissicn they obbtain

! hawve bto he considered. 8 mominal charge may hiave o be
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laviad owm &the villagers themselves — especially if the

the services of the dryeirr i atleast
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Lhat of a person bo btake care of 14,
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e guesztion Shen arises of whether Iv 15 possinla

do away with these middlemern altcgzther. Io the lanyg rcuwn, if

tihe dvyers edpeviment with the agent collecting She Uppage at

Ly Jriar 3iSe i3 succzssfual this may ke possibiz. Doce  a

sysbtem which incorporates a Central cellectica and  drying

procadure gats establishedybhe agenss could he  sakstivubed
b

-

e same agznis perhaps,hul fewer 1o numbers)

hived &y the covntractor. However, CUTYENGLY  LOLN the
contractor and the villagers are dependens on the agants and

i% would he wizer to lebt the status g0 conviruge.

Ornie cannos emphasize enough the ovganisational

regquivements of undevtaking to set dryers up  at stratagic
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points in Uppage areas and of liasoning with the wvil

m

agents and contractors. However this task is wot impossible-
During their stay in S5irsi-Siddapura, the researchers came
acrass women in Janmane who had already made engquiries at
the Forest Fange Office where the divyeir has been buils aboud

whebhar they could use it. The fact that thaey wavre willing

to adapt themselves to this mnew system was oncouraying.

Howaver at the NMayakanakera {Suirgal) villayge, the
FrsoacrchERS Came &LiG35 & weiry susplaoious sav  of willagers

Wrio L t4at  they couid easily he ctieatad of their

personally collectad guanstum of Uppgpage if

vzed and thas it would cause them uannecesiary problems.

Therafore Lo pull all these divergent foyces Sogebther  the

Caputy Tooasevvabar of Forests will mot only have to tawke on
cesponsinility Fae o Shis speical project bubl will &1:29 meed
Yo oerisurs Sheb Sive mobivabaors consider She bash af liasoning
amidzt the villagers amd obhers as a part  of theld social
fovasivy hasid wubias.
4

II1. Uppage colleckion I3 likely to Se farShec a@ssisbed  IF
tta local Forest Depacitments undertook Lo mahe the QGarcinia
mamrbogia speciz & pard of theis arfuarestation pordgrammas.
The Sirsi-Siddapur Depusy Tonservatory of Foresh: has alraady

plantad a good aunber of Jppage saplings -  with the mair
imtention of jpromotivg Uppage collectian- It would Le
worthwhile for the other Deputy Conservators in  Lthe Uppage

¥

belt to follow suit.
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Problems related to Uppage collection like that of Ltree
felling and fuel wood burning can hest he tackled if the
concerned government body and local MNGDs  co-cperabe. HGOs
are likely to have number of contacts at ihe grass root
leval and 1% would help if they could make the anbi Uppage
trree felling compaign a permanent component of
gzneral awaraness crezation pragrammes. The smoke iess  chula

PO . . LI T R _ - P "
and pu,.il.l‘.:s.‘ly RITOWD as che -

a

.,
w

Sasale ig WESTE . C ol GT

o

[t

featiure of viumker of rural households in Uibtavra Hammada
Sisuvrict. This has come ahoud hecause of the acti-e eftarts
of Labth the Jovermment and  Mon-Sovervment Tacticnairies .
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Coilaoticn aad drying Bhaugh the use of a diyes could Nz oas
succaasdal 17 NOT: and the goverament Sould LSogebher worh o0
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IFoShe dvyev zaperimont s Slcozssvul, MNoa-Guvernment
FAGALOG 330l ations @My nave cavcome forbtn alonmy wibhn  She
SoEynmant, 5o Laild gsore dievars. Favihar, as  gmentioned
eacrlier, & sustaised and lonyg period  afford Sy hosn the
Suvarviment and MCOs nceds to be put  in %o making  Lpapage

Cion & Soavinuous yearly activity. Therefoee such oo
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government funding and  davelopmental ovgawisations, could

also undertake to assist local NGOs  iw recruibting  special

personell to look inbto the Uppage issua.
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POLICY NOTES

1. This case study &acts as an indicator of the immense
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enthusiasm for Uppage c¢olleebtion can resuls

X

death. This is lilkely to happen if this enthusiasm iz wat

tempered ky prudence if ot wisdom.

In the same lppage vegions till & few Year  ago,

villagers were allowed 5 tap the Halmaddi Lrae.

uzad in the preparation of ivcenszsa Tary Pajarbathi
manfacouring. Hawever it Was 3001 realised that
indizcriminate tapping was resulbing in the death of  Shese
virees ana thzeafore bthe eubtvaction of ihis MFP was Derinad.

The same fabte can  befall Uppage collection 1if stringent
3"6“‘}13 ars aos vakan to corvvol the fellineg of '.l;..ﬁ,.-é'u_.,lu Lrees
AV DCAN S 2.

The Jarsearah Seam hear?d  that  Sheve have Lecn  cases
ST TnE Uppage Svee ha: seen falled  and Lhe o wood  Shas
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awara of the potential Jdangzvrs  of  Uppage Collecticn. Tha
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tioned against

covitiractors  need
destiruction of Uppage trees. Consiractors in Stura meed o
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regquest the village levzl agents to he as fFai
vigilant aboutv Upgpage tree dostruction.

Therzfaore,as suggested in bhe Karoabaka Shabe Cverviaw
Faper, wolle dcceplbing Shat there exists a greal amount
weaibtn in the foarm of MFP orme showld widers Samd  thatb
indizovriminate ana waplanned commercialization cam rezall in
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CHAPTER I X

GENESIS OF THE CRAFT

Lacquerware (LW) is an indigenous and traditional
handicraft practiced in and around the town of Channapatna.
Channapatna is 60 Kilometers away from Bangalore — the
capital city of Karnataka state in South India. According to
the 1981 Census the total number of male and female LU
artisans, in Chanﬁapatna taluka is around 3000. &0% of thgse.

are concentrated in Channapatna Town.

Given the technique used in this craft, it would be
appropriate to call it Lac—turnery, rather than Lacquer-ware
as it is popularly known, as in this craft, wood in the
first process is turned into circular shapes by the
dextourous use of suitable cutting tools, and then painted
in a dry state by means of frictional heat. (Refer to
Annexure B-I and B-II for further information on raw
materials used and production proceses). The painted lac
deposits itself on the turned wood and gives it a bright and
colourful appearance. To finish the process buffing with the
screw-pine leaf is undertaken and sometimes some delicate
art work. The 'basic wood usually used is.the soft Halewood

{(Wrightia Tinctoria).

This industry is also known as the ‘toy-industry of

Channapatna’, due to the fact that the craft was restricted
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to producing a few toys in the beginning of the twentieth
century. However, now the production of LW articles had hbeen
diversified %o include Jjewellery, decorative pieces; and
educational aids. [The Lacquerware | articles. currently
praoduced rarige from decorative pieces and utility articles
(flower vases, bowls, salt and pepper cellars, napkin rings,
wall-panels etc. ); toys and dolls depicting characters from
Hindu mythelogy and famous nursery rhymes; dolls in the
costumes of various countries around the globej afticles
used in sports, games and educational aids (skipping rope
handles, chess sets, disc-sets, counting frames with beads
etc.); to stationary articles such as pin cushions, pen
holders, paper weights, rubber stamp holder etc. Apart from
these, a major LW product is jewellery ~ bangles, necklaces
and ear tops which are exclusively for the export markets of
usa, West Germany, Norway, Sweden, Netherlands, U.K. and
Italy are produced.]

Lac—turnery was first introduced as an experiment at the
industirial school of Channapatn;: to diversify the wares
produced by a group of people called *Chitragars’.
"Chitragars' are heriditary artists who also possessed the
skill of wood-turnery. The Government of Mysore started
Industrial Training Schools at different centres, all over

the state as early as in 1892 +to foster and nurture the
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indigenous crafts and fine arts. The Channapatna school was
established in 1902 which started with +the training in
crafts such as Carpentry, Smithy and . the manufaciure of
special strings for the stringed musical instrument -
‘Veena'’. Later in the 1920s, one of the Superintendents of
the training school, Baba Saheb popularly known as Bavasmia,
introduced *lac-turnery’ as a course of study, with the
specific intention of improving the artistic skills of the
Chitragars and of enhancing +the economic status of +his
tommunity. Bavasmia 1s the originator and initiator of +&his
craft in Channapatna and near by areas. He undertook tb
study Lacquerware in Punjab, where it was practiced and
invested his time and energy to improve the technique wused
there. After a period of experimentation he introduced this
craft as a subject of study at the Industrial School and
worked incessantly to refine the technique. He substituted
zinc sulphide . for pigment of suiéhur in the preparation of
the lac sticks. While the artisans of Punjab were using rags
for buffing the finished article; he found the screwpine
leaf (the local name is Talegari) most suitable and
effective for spreading the lacquer evenly on the article
and to make it lucid. He went ahead to mechanise the

operations through the use aof a power lathe.

3

As early as in 1929 the Mysore Gazettier VYolume III
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edited by Sri C. Hayawadana Rao observed "Lac—turnery is an
old indigenous industry in Mysore;, practiced chiefly at
Channapatna, by a class of people called Chitragars. ce e
Since the introduction of the subject in the local
industrial schoal, boys of other castes trained in the
school have taken to this profession/ and are earning an
independent living. The introduction of power driven lathes

has facilitated the increase of production of these toys”.

Though Bavasmia specifically introduced this course to
encourage the Chitragar community, their response was found
to be one of reluctance and hesitation and therefore
admission to the Lac-turnery course was thrown open to
students of other castes and religions. It was probably
Bavasmia'’s presence and his role as the originator of this
craft which motivated many members from the Muslim community
who joined the course along with members of the scheduled
castes. Currently the bulk of the c¢raftsmen and women in

Channapatna belong to these two communities.

]

Past trends

The application of power lathes in Lacquerware started
in 1930 which was one of the root causes for boosting
the productivity of the lacquer-ware craftspersons. The

power lathes ushered in a new era in the history of this
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craft by introducing the possibkility of exporting lac
articles to Western nations. However upto 1940, the craft
which remained in its infancy. had to surmount a lot of

difficulties due to non-availability of tools, materials

etc.

During +the 350s, M. A. Sreenivasan, Minister of
Industries, Government of Mysore, initiated Development
inputs by apﬁointing a renowned and skilled artist and
designer - Shudhodhan at the Industrial School. Shudhodan's
entry inteo this craft, revolutionised the designs and this
at a time when the Lacquerware craft had limited itself to
six or seven types of toys. The «craft witnessed the
emergence of a multitude of designs and a wide fange of
utility articles. Many craft persons were trained in designs

and art under Shudhodhan.

In 1963, a separate training centre called "Lacquerware
training centre for women" was established under the Social
Welfare Department of the Goverﬁﬁent of Karnataka. The local
Block Development Qfficer supervised the administration of
the Centre- Recently when the Social Welfare Department was
bifurcated by the Government of Karnataka, into the
Scﬁeduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (8C/5T) Welfare and
Women and Child Welfare Department, this centre had come

under SC/8T Welfare Department.




85
Around 1962-63,; i.e-, ever since the Regional Design and
Technical Centre of the All India Handicrafts Board +took a
key role in the Development .of the craft, one notices a

spurt in its growth.

The first Director of this Centre, Hariharan is
remembered with reverence and affection by the crafts
persans of Channapatna town. Many of them, both men and
women whom the researchers met, spoke of +the euphoric
experience of visiting northern India upto Himachal Pradesh
for exhibitions and demonstrations of this craft during his
tenure. This period is referred to as a gloriocus and

historic period of this craft.

After a brief absence of 3 years, Hariharna returned to
Channapatna as the first Director of the Rural Craft
Development Organisation (RCDO) sponsored by the Government
of India. This organisation involved itself in the
development of crafts such as lacquerware, the manufacture
of cardboard, tiles, pottery etc¢: and focussed development
inputs on the areas populated by Muslims and Scheduled Caste
Hindus. Japanese crafts persons and designers were brought
te Channapatna and they remained for two yeaﬁs, to teach and
train people in gaining various skills irelated to crafts,
agriculture etc. ,The organisation also performed the role

of procuring raw materials and served as a marketing agency.
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Yashodaramma Dasappa former Minister of Karnataka +took an
active role in the development of the craft. She requested
the late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi not to close down RCDA
and to sustain if through intensive efforts. But after a few

years, this organisation was closed dowr.

The Karnataka State Handicraft Development Corporation
(KHDC) took a keen interest in this craft as early as in
196d. KHDC started a praduction centre in Channapatna_for LW
and also procured raw material for the crafts-persons and
erganised the marketing of finished lac products through
their own retail outlets. Crafts-persons worked on a piece

rate basis in the production centre.

Extaustive and comprehensive training inputs in design,
operation of machine lathes and the manufacture of a variety
of LW items were initiated by the Design Centre of the All
India Handicrafts Board (AIHB), Ministry of Commerce
Government of India. Iyyappa, the present Deputy Divrectory
of this Centre launched an intensiye programme to develop
and sustain the craft on a long—term basis. The Centre
canducted a survey of crafts—persons in and araound
Channapatna and in 1978-79 established three training
centres. One centre is situated in Yelakeri and is only for
women. The two other centres are at Syedwadi and Daira.

These three centres are very active and impart skills and
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kriowledge to 60 trainees in all, in one year. Howewver, the

composition of trainees at present is S% female and 95%

male.

In 1980 KHDC converted the production centre for LW into
a "Rural Marketing Service Centre” and widened its
activities to include not only procurement and marketing but
also design development and financial assistance. Around
1923-84, KHDC surveyed the 900 artisan families living
within 10 KM radius of Channapatna town to identify the
poorest and most deserving crafts—persons. In 1985-86, with
the collaboration of the Dutch Government, KHDC built a LW
craft complex consisting of Common Facility Centre, with 30
power lathes, an administrative office and 126 living
quarters for LW crafts-persons. A standing committee was
established for allotting the quarters. Each crafts—person's
family on allotment of a house in the complex, pays Rs. 40/~
per month far 25 years to own the premises. The production
centre is open to all crafts-persons at a rent of PRs. 30/-
per month or Rs. 2/— per day to gzrk on the power lathes.

This complex is a major hall mark in the development of this

craft and it has bestowed a new identity to the crafts’

persons.

Lac articles are also produced in Ramanagaram Taluka
which skirts Channaptna. Details of the practice of this

craft in Ramanagaram are included in Annexure B-IXI.
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CHAPTER X

PROFILE OF ENTERPRISE/EMPLOYMENT IN LACOUERWARE

The LW craft, in its infancy was a household craft with
a very low productivity, catering to the-tourist market of
Karnataka. Dver the years, it has been making steady strides
and grown into a small and medium scale Industry serving a

large export market.

Due to this phenomenal growth and the influence of
market forces from abroad, the nature of employment of the
artisans has become multifaceted, as against the traditional
artisans who sold their wares solely to the local market at

Channapatna-

In the present context, the LW industry can be broadly

classified into -

i- Independent household units;
ii« Small scale enterprises;

iii. Medium scale industries;
-

In the first category of independent household units,
all family members of the household may or many not be
engaged in this economic activity. The artisans falling
under this category either hire power " lathes at the KHDC

Facilities' Centre or own their power or hand lathes to
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produce their wares. Most of these artisans are self
employed and market the mapufacture? goods at various market
ouilets such as export units, agents of exporters, KHDC,
retail shops at Channapatna; "purchasers and shops in

Bangalore city etc.

The small scale enterprises are sdt up at the artisan’s
houses with a minimum of 4 to 10 lathes with hired labourers
working on a piece rate basis. These énterpreneures may or
may not be artisans. As a rule, these enterprises supply
their products either direétly to the'exporters or to them

through agents, or to the KHDC.

The Entreprises set up and owned by exporters at
Channapatna are generally medium—-scale industries with a

minimum turnover of 3 lakhs. These units employ artisans on

wages or on piece rate terms. There are a few exporters at

Bangalore who enter into a contract with artisans for

producing a desired quantity, for which generally, the rates

to the artisan/small scale enterprise are fixed on
. '

piece—rate terms. The specifications are given Ly :the

exporter — with a strict focus on quality.

Within the first two categories a ‘fair amount of

employment gets generéfed as a spin off, owning to the

unique nature of this craft. For instance, many artists,
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both men and women, who are engagedhin art work for dolls,
aﬁd other export and utility i£ems, also undertake to do the
assembling work. In this category of artists, some of the
less—skilled work for wages ~and skilléd artists work‘ on
piece rate terms- Some of the more entreprising artists,
also act as middlemen for the KHDC or for export units. They
sub—contract the articles to artisans, but do the assembling
and artwork as a finishing process at their own premises.
Further, packaging units which produce cartons for LU
articles have sprung up around Channapatna town. These are

household or small—-scale in nature and employ both men and

women .

A veteran in the craft who 1is also a large exporter
hihself estimates the total LW production of Channapatna to

be arcund Rs. 3 Crores. .
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CHAPTER XX

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

A specific and comprehensive methodology was designed to

sit

the nature of the craft, the locals and the issues +to

be probed-.

ii.

iii.

ivae

vii.

viii.

in.

To begin with, the researchers launched preliminary
sensing visits to familiarise themselves with the craft
in its entirety and to build a vapport with the state
and central government development agencies.

Available secondary data both published and unpublished

was collected meticulously and a critical analysis was

undertaken to get a clear understanding of the history

of the c¢raft and its wvarious otheyr dimensions -
traditional, social and economic.

Before starting the field visits and designing the

questionnaire, in-depth discussions were held with key

persaonnel in the following departments/centres.

Forest Department, Government of Karnatakaj;

Forest Research Laboratory, Government of Indiaj

Karnataka State Handicraft Development Corparation =
both the corporate and project office;

All India Handicraft Board (AIHB) Ministry of Commerce,
Government of India, Bangalnre;

National Productivity Council, Bangalare;
Three AIHB training Centres, Channapatnaj;

Lacgquerwars Wamen Training  Centre, Channapatna,
Department of SC/ST, Government of Karnataka;

Artisans Training Centre, Departnent of Industries and
Commerce, Channapatna;

Department of Industries and Commerce, Ramnagaram;

Block Development Office, Channapatna and Ramanagaram;
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Additionally the researchers met and held discussions
with private exporters and private enterprenuers engaged in
ancillary units such as the manufacture of cartons to pack
the L. W. Articles, around Channapatna. The  veterans
associated with LW in Channapatna with whom in—-depth
interviews were held, helped the researchers to obtain a
comprehensive undevrstanding of the history, past trends
technology and their personal perceptions regarding this

crafta

d. As a result of the sensing wvisits and the above
mentioned discussions and interviews, the researchers were
able to list the following villages and urban centres where

LW is practiced.

Channapatna Taluk

Rural

Harisandra
Neelésandra
Sunnaghatta
Honganur
Muniappanna Dhoddi
Rampura

Singarajapura

Uppagere




0
e

Lir-ban

Yelakeri
Syedwadi
Daira
Kottai
Makkan

KHDC Charnnmapatna Lacquerware Craft Complex

Ramnagaram Taluk

Rural

Anknahalli

Jakkanahalli
{(Shivanahalli)

Out of a total of 16 sites, the research team visited 12
and interviewed a minimum of three female and male artisans

in each site toc assess the extent of female participation in

Lacquerware.

Selection of sample sites

A total absence of secondary data/information focussing
on female artisans and their participationy, served as an
impetus to undertake a complete census of 3 sample sites
where female participation was observéd to be highev, either
in the past relative to the present or currently, relative

to other L. W- Areas-
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A questionmaire was desi¢gned, keeping in wview the
limitations of local enumerators to be employed and the
number of househalds to be covered. Through the

questionnaire researchers decided to elicit information

regarding the extent and nature of female/male/child
participation in LW, traditionality of the eccupation, the
seasonality of craft, the differentials in male and

female income, market outlets and training acquired by both

female and male artisans.

The criteria for the selection of 3 sample locales were

as follows:

(1) High female participation in the LW craft in a
particular area, either in the past or at present.

{ii) A fair representation of both muslim and scheduled
caste women engaged in L.

‘No rural site could ke selected as a sample due to the

fact that female rarticipation was found to bhe insignificant

and very marginal in rural areas.

]

Secondly, all the sites except the KHDC Complexf//where
both Hindus and Muslims were found, exhibited either a
Muslim dominated population or an entirely Hindu dominated
pepulation, with a clear segergation in each locale.

Therefore, one Muslim area -~ Makkan and one Hindu area
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Yelakeri and the KHDC LW complex representing both Hindu and
Muslim populations were selected as the three sample sites
for the Census and further analysis. It is, interesting to
riote that at Yelakeri, the Adi Karnatakas (8C> and the
other caste Hindus such as Vokkaligas and Lingavats who are
basically agriculturist castes, were distinctly segregated
in their residential areas. The LW artisans come sclely from
the SC community and hence a census was undertaken of only
the 8C colony at Yelakeri. None of the casterHinQUs practice
this craft at Yelakeri as per field observatians and this

was further corroborated by local artisans and the veterans.

In-depth interviews and micro-studies were conducted
with female artisans to observe and understand their
perceptions regarding LW and elicit information on their
social and economic status. While selecting the female
artisans for in-depth interviews, their capacity to work on
power lathes, training acquired, and their skills in artwork

were considered as essential criteria.
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CHAPTER XII

EMPLOYMENT, INCOME AND MARKET FORCES-

QUANTATIVE ANALYSIS AND GQUALITATIVE PERCEPTIONS

[ )
The quantitative analysis in the following section is

based on the census conducted by the Research Team with the
/

help of a few local persons in the three selected sample

sites ~ Yelakeri, Makhan and the KHDC LW Complex.

The qualitative perceptions, that follow the
quantitative analysis, emerge from the experiential context
of field observations and the interphase with key personnels
from the Government, Non-Government, and other ageﬁcies

indicated in Chapter V.

QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS

(1) Female and male participation in the Lacquerware craft

(a) Each of the selected three sample sites is unique in
composition and exhibits no similarity to the others. S52% of
the population of the KHDC LW cfgft complex is Muslim,
while d8% is Hindu. The Makhan population is however totally
Muslim, without any exception, and the Yelakeri Adi-

Karnataka Colony comprises of only Schedule Caste Hindus.

Analysing the Lacquerware Participation Rate (LPR)

prevalent in the three sample sites, caste and religion




37
seem to emerge as the most crucial variables (refer Takble
I>- An overview of Table I irndicates the percentage
population engaged in Lacquerware in the Yelakeri
Adi-Karnataka (AK) Colony as the highest i.e. a percentage
of 33.-4 as against the lowest of 5.9% in the Makhan area
consisting of Muslims and a 32%4 LPR in the KHDC complex

which has both Muslims and Hindus-.

Ar examination of the LPR of both the Hindu and Muslim
populations at the KHDC complex indicates that the Hindu LPR

is 30.8% as against a 28.3% LPR amongst Muslims.




TABLE T

OVERVIEW OF POPULATION & PARTICIPATION IN LACQUERWARE CRAFT IN THE SAMPLE SITES

N

Sample Total No. eof ' Total Population Population engaged in Lacquerware % of Fema
Sites Households popul- | part
Mus- |Hin-| Predn Loecked#*H Muslim Hindu o ) Muslim Hindu ation cipa
lim. {du Centre* plaleFe~ | Chlldren] Totd Male| Fe= Chlldren| Total [Hale|Fe- |Children [ Hale] Fe- Cchlldren] 1m L.W | inm L:
male|” M F al Hale "W | F |male| M T F male HTF -
: - ‘ .
KHDC Lac-| 58 | 63 2 3 96 | 93 | 63 [ 72 324 81 81 | 67| 67 296 | 69+| 17a] 3 i fn 30 2 3 1.9 26,
querware B
craft - . -
Ceonplex -
Yelakeri -} 53 - - - - - - - 201 115 | 73] s4 443 - -] - - 66 80 1 1 33.4 S4.
A.Ke.
Celony
Makhan 97 - - - 163 1691130 143 605 - - - - - 14 21 1 - - - - - 5.9 58.

* Production Centres are owned by Muslims

+ 2 male are engaged in sandal wares

@ 1 woman engaged in sandal ware

** 3 households were found to be permanently locked,

%

...C‘0.0.Q-‘.OCC.O.lti&GS‘Q'.(I&.C(;O,.C.Q.‘
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(b The caste variable also seems to influence the
extent of female employment in LW. The percentage of female
artisans in L. W. out of the total female population in each
of the sample sites is indicated in Table II. .

TABLE II

Percentage aof Women Employed as Lacgureware Artisarns

Percentage of Female Artisans to Total Female

Sample Sites Population.

Hindu Muslim Aggregate
K. H. D. C. 22.3 T 12.1 16.9
Yelakeri 47 .9 - 47.9
Makhan - 6.7 ‘ 6.7

At Yelakeri and the KHDC complex, d47.9% and 22.3% of
the Hindu Women are engaged in Lacquareware, while the
Muslim women artisans at - Makhan and the KHDC complex
participate to the extent of a 6.7%4 and 12.1% respectively.
Therefore, it clearly emerges thaY a larger percentage of

Hindu women participate in the craft of lac—turnery,

relative to Muslim women.

c) The general FPR, at the sample sites are very

significant, especially when the organised, state Government

supported KHDC complex is viewed along with the other two
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sites of Makhan and Yelakeri, which are unorganised, home
based and lack the degree of development inputs enjoyed by
the artisans at the KHDC complex. At the Yelakeri Adi-
Karnataka Celony Female artisans are 21 in number out of a
total of 142 artisans [FPR=0.5d]1. In Makhan, though the
total LPR is as low as 5.9%, out of the total number of 36
artisans, 21 are female [FPR =0.58]. Both the areas register
a high female participation as against male participation in
LW. However the KHDC complex presents a contrasting picture
where the female artisans number 53 as against a +total of
198 artisans. [FPR=0.27]. Perhaps the focus and the inputs
of the development agency were directed solely towards the
male artisans. This may he Qne of the facters influencing

FPR at the KHDC Complex.

¢II> Nature of Female participation:

From Table III emerges a picture of the nature of the
participation of female artisans in LW. The percentage of
women engaged in the export sectd% towards which, around 75%
of the total a LW production in Channapatna is directed is
insignificant. Out of a tatal of 148 female artisans, 6  are
engaged in producting export Waresa. Therefore the
contribution of women to large export market is marginal.
Table III also indicates that the bulk of the female

artisans produce beads and small tubes for curtains fer the
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local market. 84 Female artisans out of the total 1423 (S57%)
are found to be engaged in less+skilled LW production.
"[Production of beads and tubes, preparation and assembling
of woodl. 12% (12 Out of 142) produce a small range of toys
and only 24% (35 out of 143) have the cpportunity of
producing a large range of LW articlesl- It is interesting to
note that though women are generally found to be proficient
in traditional designs and art? very few i.e. 3% find the
opportunity to work as artists.

TABLE - III

NATURE OF WOMEN'S EMPLOYMENT IN LW

Wood beads/
Sample Prepa-— small Small Art All Export Total
sites ration tubes dolls work Wares Wares Female =
assembly for- artisans |-
curtain -
Makhan - - 11 - 10 - 21
KHDC 3 19 4 S 14 2 a7
Complex
Yelakeri
A. K. - 62 S 4 - 11 4 80
Colony
Total 3 81 18 S 33 6 148
(2.0) (55.0) (12.0) (3.4) (23.6) <(4.0) (100)

NOTE: Figures in parenthesis denote percentages.




(III) Traditionality of LW as an occupation:

To assess the traditionality okaw, we assume here that
if a women starts producing LW articles at the early ages
of 10-135 years, her occupation is bound to be traditionwul,
to a large extent. It is likely that a few elders in the
family took to LW as their primary ochpation and that these

women in turn got influenced and motivated to take up LW as

an occypation. Table IV reveals that 113 female artisans

+

(76%) started to work on LW in their early years of 10-15,
while 35 women (24%) started practising LW after 15 vyears.
This phenomenon highlights the need to consider the . fact

that large number of women (76%) are skilled artisans by

virtue of their long years of experience and exposure to

this craft.

TABLE - 1V

LW AS A TRADITIONAL OCCUPATION

No. of women No. of women

engaged in LW engaged in LW

between the after the age Total No.
Sample sites age of 10 4 0f 15 years of women

vyears and

15 years
Makhan 13 2 21
KHDC Complex 36 11 47
Yelakeri 53 22 80
Total 113 3s ‘ 148

(76) (24) (100D

NOTE: Figures in parenthesis denote percentages.
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(IV) Seasonality/Hours of work:
§
Data collected from the sample sites indicate that
92% of female artisans work all through the year while

the rest (8%) work for 11 months in a year. The women *on

an average work around eight hours a day and few of them
/

even extend their working hours beyond ¢the eight hour

periad if necessary.

(V) Employment and market pattern of female LW artisans

(a) Employment: The data <collected from the sites

reveal that 95% of the total female artisans are ."self
employed’ while 5% are employed as wage earners/
piece-rate home workers under a local employer, in
Small Scale Entérprises or for private exporters. This
is well illustrated in Table V.

TABLE - V

EMPLOYMENT PATTERN OF FEMALE LW ARTISANS

Piece-rate/wage
Sample Sites Self Employed earners under
’ SSE or Exporters,.

Makhan 20 1

KHDC Complex 42 S

Yelakeri A.K. Colony 79 1 )

Total 141 7
(354> (S%
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Contextually, we would 1like to define the *self
employed’ female artisans as "thoseiwho independently secure
the rawmaterials from retail outlets, produce lacquer - ware
at their homes and sell their wares directly to  the.
buyers/shops/agents in and around Channapatna-. These
activities may be performed with or without the help of the

household members”.

(b) Market Forces: The bulk of the female artisans

sell their wares to intermediary consumers who
happen to be KHDC, private agents and local
wholesale as well as retail shopkeepers.

TABLE - VI

DISTRIBUTION GOF FEMALE L.W.ARTISANS BY MARKET OUTLETS LSED

Market Outlets

- Sample Sites —— -

K«H-D.C. Private Agents Local Wholesale/
Retail Shops

Makhan 1 =] 1S

K.H.D.C. 16 14 17

Complex N

Yelakeri - 35 43

A.K. Colony

Total 17 Sd 77
(11.5) (36.5) (S2)

NOTE: Figures in parenthesis denote percentages.
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Table VI illustrates the market network for lacquer
wares produced by the female Artisans in the three
selectgd'sample sites. A total of 88-5% (36.5%2 + 52%)
of female artisans sell their wares to private
intermediary consumers such as private agents and local
wholesale/retail shops and 11.5% d? them cater +to the
KHDC Complex at Channapatna. It is of great
significance that only 6 female}aptisans work for the
export market through private agents and fhat the rest
of them supply their goods to the 1lacal market as
indicated earlier in Table IIIl. This fact further
clarifies the total picture of market environment and

pattern of sale of wares produced by female artisans.

Sixteen of the female artisans residing in the KHDC
quarters, supply their wares to the KHDC complex as
against 1 female artisan in Makhan and noane in
Yelakefi- Perhaps this could be due to greater
accessability to the KHDC project office enjoyed by the
female artisans living in theakHDC quarters or because
they work together with the male artisans in

households, where the male artisan supplies Hhis goods

to the KHDC project office.
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(VI)> Income:

An overview of the range of income earned by the female
artisans in the selected three sample sites is illustrated
in Table VII. 61.5% of total female artisans earn an incomg
below Rs- 10/— per day. Field visits seem to indicate that
within this category most of the women/ earn Rs. 5/— to
Rs. 7/— per day. 34.5% of femalé ‘artisans earn an income
ranging from Rs. 11/- to Rs. 20/-; only d% of the female

artisans earn an income above Rs. 20/-  per day .

JABLE - VII

RANGE OF INCOME OF FEMALE ARTISANS IN THE

SELECTED SAMPLE SITES

Upto Rs.10/- Rs.11/- to Rs.20/-  Above Re. 207
Sites _— - -

Female Male Female Male Female Male
Makhan 7 a 10 = a S
KHDC 17 26 23. 60 2 54
Complex :
Yelakeri 67 33 13 27 - 1
A.K. Colony
Total 91 63 s1 92 6 . 60

(61.5%) (30.9%) (3d4.5%) (a1.8%) Ca%)  (27.3%)

10 Female Artisans (40%) out of a total of 21 in Makhan
and 28 (60%) female artisans out of 47 at the KHDC complex

earn an income ranging between Rs. 11 And Rs. 20/-. However
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the Yelakeri A. K. Colony gives a contrasting picture with
only 13 female artisans (16%) fallingd under the above income
range and wjth_the rest of the 67 femqle artisans (84%)

earning less than Rs. 10/-, and none earning above Rs. 20/4—.

Table VII also highlights the COﬂPaPitive picture of
male and female earnings. In all the three éample sites a
total of 61.5% female artisans earn upto 10 while'only 30.9%
of male artisans fall within this range- A greater
percentage of male artisans (41.8%) fall within the incbme
range of Rs. 11-20, whereas only 34.5% female artisans fall
with in this category of income. A glaring difference 1is
seen in the highest income range of Rs. 20/— and abave as
this amount is earned‘by 27.3% of the male‘artisans against

only 4% of female artisans.

(MIID)Training inputs to female artisans:

Analyses of date from the field suggests that because of the
consistent and exhaustive traini?g inputs given by AIHB
through its three centres, since 1977, and the additional
inputs given by the Social Welfare Department of the
Government of Karnataka (now under SC/ST Department)

through its LW Training Centre for Women, each of the sample

locales have benifitted, but in different manners.
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At the Yelkeri A. K. Colony, the number of womew trained
{39) surpasses the rnumber of mevi, (13) trained. In contrast
at the KHDC complex the number of male artisans trained (23)
is mere than that of female artisans (&6). At the Makhan out
aof 21 artisans, 2 women have heen traired as against 1
trained male artisan. Glancing through the above data it can
be infered that where training inputs have been gained by
wamen: to-a large extent, the female participation tends to
e higher—as witnessed in the Yelkeri A. K. Colony. Yelakeri
thhas the highest female participation rate aof Sd.1% (relative
to the nther two sample sites) out of the 23.4% of the
population which is engaged in LW, and this could be due to

the aksorbtion of training inputs that are made availahble to

them.
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CUALITATIVE ANALYSIS

The ensuing qualitative analysis is based ot field
experiences, ohservations and the research team?’s under—
standing of the multidimentional factaors pertaining %o LW in
Chiarnmapatna and the inter—-phase of the researchers with

female/male artisans, the Government, Non-Government and

related sectors.

A distinct pheromenon that repeatedly came up during the

entire course of field study is that of the decling trend

of female participation in LW. In the words of the Deputy

Director, AIHB, "In the 1940%s out of an approximate rnumher
of 2000 artisans engaged in L. W. in and around Channapatna,
S0% were women, which has now dwindled to a mere S5%. "During
the course of field work in the Makhan area, the researchers
came to understand, that traditionally Muslim women of each
household in this locale were engaged in LW and each one was
a skilled artisan producing a vask, range of products. The
Research Team came across 32 women who were earlier skilled
LW artisans but have now left LW and sought employment
mostly in beedi rolling. The reasons for this change listed
by them, were, lack of a steady supply of raw materials,
increase in  cost of raw materials but static market price,
resulting in reduced income for artisans, and exploitation

by intermediary agents.
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It was in this context, that the researchers set ocut +o
understand and explore the possible reasons and forces

affecting participation of women in LW.

(i) Market farces/dimensions:?

The advent of the export market in the late 1970's
influenced this craft phenomenally. Exports soared +ao the
currvent rate of 735% of the total LW production, in
Charmapatna. This fact necessitated not only precision and
speed in LW production but also resulted in a greater demand
for mechanized wares. 90-95% Female artisans work on hand
lathes and they have neither access to nor opportunities for
working on power lathes along with the male artisans in any
of the production centvres. Power lathe operation has always
been totally dominated by male artisans. This ©process
contributed to a steady decline of female artisans and hence

their work participation almost became invisible.-

Thruugh.many of the export Jewellery items such as keads
of various sizes for necklaces can be produced by women <(as
it needs hand lathe operation), the exporters preferred to
give their orders to male artisans. The exporter’s hias can
probably be attributed ¢to the less visible female
participation in LW wherein they either cater to a small

portion of the local market producing educational toys and
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games (e.g. counting frames, skipping rope handles etc. ) or
help the male artisans af the household by preparing the
‘wood for turning and by assembling toys. Such LW articles
produced by these women have a very low profit margin
compared to other LW articles, as they are consumed hy
schools (rural and wurban) and one of their crucial
distribution outlets is the village ‘“shandy’ {weekly/monthly

village market)-

In the village Harisandra, male artisans are found in
each household, whereas there exist only d to S female
artisans in the entire village. In this village, male
artisans prepare heads out of Ebony and Rakthachandan (Red
Sandal wood) for export agents. They get an income of Rs. 9/-
for 100 heads produced with an 1/4 inch diametre and Rs. 12/-
for 100 beads with an 1/2 inch diametre. Each male artisan
earns a minimum of . approximately Rs. 20-23/- per  day.
However female artisans producing 100 beads in ten colour
(each colour % 10 beads) for a local market, get Rs. 3/—- or
a maximum of Rs. 4/— per day- +his phenomena 1is anather
indication of the marginalisation of the skills as well as

incaomes of female artisans in and around Channapatna.

The low income, less skilled work for skilled female
artisans, coupled with raw material scarcity in the 1970's

has forced many of the Muslim female artisans to shift their
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employment base. The beedi industry offers steady incomes,
job security, and other benefits such as bonus which were
attractive inspite of the possibility Of, increased health
hazards because of constant inhaling of .tobacco dust.
Further, the beedi factories in Channapatna are owned by

Muslims who prefer to employ women from the same community.

This opportunity of alternate employment does not seem
to have been available for the Hindu female artisans as they
still continue to work on LW despite their low irncomes,
ranging from Rs. 5/- to Rs. 10/- per day, which they earn,
even as their Muslim counterparts earn Rs. 15/— to Rs. 20/-

per day in beedi rolling.

{ii) Technoloyical Variabkles:

Excluding these above mentioned processes, yet ansther
very strong force, that seems to have pushed female artisans

behind the scene is that of technology.

In general, the technologica})changes that have taken
place in LW production can be termed ‘appropriate’ as they
have mnot Jjeopardized the traditional skills but have
enhanced productivity and employment and helped the artisans
to cope with the increasing export markets. The Channapatna
case acts as an example of how appropriate technology can
strengthen the traditional occupational skills (of at least

one section of the population.)
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Substitution of handlathes by powerlathes is the major

technological change that has revolutioniased the LW craft.
%

However, by some queer and subtle process the power lathe

operation is generally associated with male artisans only.

. [ 3
Many female artisans are trained and have skills equivalent

to their male counterparts. Nhereyer the researchers
encountered a few female artisans ap;rating powef lathes,
they did not voice any complaints but rather felt it to be
less strenuous than the hand-lathe operation. The Research
Team came across both favourable and encouraging attitudes
and strong prejudices from male artisans regarding women
taking up the power lathe operation. A renowned veteran in
the craft and the owner of an SSI residing in Kumbharagere
in Channapatna observed, "The Hand Lathe‘ (Patri) is very
strenuocus for women a;d un—-suitable as the posture held
affects the chest and spinal chord. Power lathes are most
suitable for women. All my three daughters work on powenr
lathes for 5 - & hours a day". In contrast we heard another
experienced male artisan who grumbled "women are not good at
the power lathe operation. Even if you give them ten vyears
of training, they would still be unable to gain expertise
like men and achieve precision and a sharp finish in

turnery”.

Due to such prevailing assumptions and strong biases,

female artisans are generally not encouraged or motivated to
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take up Power—Lathe operation either at home or outside. For
instance in the KHDC complex’s Cammon Facilities Centre
which is equipped with 30 Power Lathes, not a single female
artisan uses these facilities. Further the entirely male-
oriented atmosphere inhikits the female arﬁisans from
demanding any access to it- To a large extent, if fhere is a
power lathe at home, the husband or the ather male members
of the household monopolises it and evern if the female
members of the house have the skills and training to work on
power lathes, they are neither éiven the opportunity noriany

encouragement, and their skills are sub—optimised.

Field exploration therefore reveals that techiioloqgy

has been blind to women in contrast to the general claim

that “technology is neutral?. These findings strengther the
conclusions made in the NRP and the KS0OP#* about the adverse

effect of technology on women's employment in SFE.

(iii) Training inputs and Development Variables:

Althaugh an exclusive women's ., training centre existsg —
under the SC/ST Welfare Repartment Administered by the Block
Development Office in Channapatna, a lack of concerted

efforts and a definite focus towards the development of

* Omall Scale Forest Based Enterprises in India - With
Special Reference to the Roles of Waomen - Mational Review
Papera.

Small Scale Forest Based Enterprises in Karnataka -~ With

Special Reference to the Roles of Women - Karnataka State
Overview Paper.
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skilled female LW artisans is witnessed. For the past  two
three vyears, the power  lathes at the training centre
(specially designed “baby lathes for women?) have heen idle
and no training has been impatted to trainees to operate
them. This is due %o the appointment 'of a less-skilled
instructor who daes not possess adequate kniowledge and
expertise in power-lathe operatiorn. The Research Team fourd
many female artisans tao he literate and skilled in power
lathe operatéon at Yelakeri, the KHDC complex and Kottai in
Channapatna-. Theréfore there is no real dearth for such
women, they only need to be identified and allowed to impart

their skills.

The Block Development Qffice (BDO), Channapatrna faces a
proklem of decling response year after vyear from female
artisans. One of the key afficials observed "I have
suggested to the Government to close down the L.W. Eraining
Centre for women and start something worthwhile instead."
It is quite wifortunate that the BDO rersonnel instead of
enquiring into the causes of the’ declining respornise from
women and adopting remedial measures, are thinking in terms
of closing the institute. While exploring the causes of the
declininyg response of women for training in this institute,
the Researchers éame 8Cross  same very strong detervants

experienced by women.
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These are -

(a) no training is imparted to work on power lathes.

(b) the stipend of Rs. 75/- per month paid to the women
trainees is inadequate as these women are generally
semi—skilled and even without the training earn a
minimum of Rs. S5/-~ per day-

{c> no follow up action or scheme after training, to
support any likely infrastructure needs %o enhance
their income is undertaken.

{d) urkan location of the institutes.

(e> unattractive to the rural female population as
commuting to and from Channapatna costs time as well

as money.

The research team also came across a lot of bureaucratic
hurdles. These include securing raw materials from the
lowest bidder by calling for tenders heve quality is
sacrificed; the LW products manufactured by the trainees
during the course of training are not permitted to ke sold
in the open market - they are only disposed through public
auction and in the last few years there have been very few

hidders for these articles.

A different kind of _situation prevails at the three
training centres of the Regional Design and Technical Centre
ef All India Handicraft Board (AIHB). Though. the VYelakeri

Centre was started as a woemen's centre, the very next eanr
' ! Y '
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the composition of trainees was 307 male and So% female.
Over the years the number of female trainees dwindled arnd
currently there exist 3 fﬁmale’trainegs.to 57 male trainees.
The research team's inter-action with AIHB personnel at the
decisior making level, proved that they have focused their
efforts towards training a greater number of women in  their
centres in Channapatna. These officials also voiced their
concern over the declining female participation in the
craft. On the other hand discussions with the AIHB field
staff revealed that inspite of 20 - o5 existing women
applicants every vyear, the field staff restrict the
admission tao very few women trainees. This attitude seems to
arise hecause of the shift which has occurred fraom the past
practice of recruiting older women to the current one of

recruiting, school dropouts aged 12 to 7.

It is very disheartening to note that female trainees
trained at the different LW women training centres do not
get any development inputs or any  support in terms of
financial assistance (Loans)., ;nfrastructures (lathes on
hire, taoal kits etcd, guidance to become an  entrepreneur
placement opportunities, marketing assistnace etc. Even at
the L« W. women’s training centre, the grant of tool kits

worth Rs. 200/~ to each trainee had heen stopped since 1930.
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A veteran craftsman who has worked for 26 years at the
Artisan Training Institute, and who is row arn  entrepreneur
vehemently stated ”unle;s Frimarily a production centre s
linked to all the existing and future trainiﬁg centres the
craft cavnot survive, more so because craftspersons/trainees
generally do riot have any access to working capital or
resources or electricity facilities in the houses %o operate
Power Lathes or raw material procuring and storing facility.
Therefore, the production centre where crafts persons can
Wwork on piece rates and assurance of steady income and

market is essential for the development of the

craftspersaon”.

{iv) Rural-urhan variahble:

The general picture of female participation +that emerged
during field visits to villages where LW was practiced in
the households, was totally different from that obtained in
the urban setting. In the rural areas, any two adjoining
villages do not present the same picture even if they are
close to each other and  there is g great amount of
inter—-action between them. For instance, in Harisandra and
Neela Kantanahalli most rural women are engaged in coir rope
making whevreas in the adjoining village Nellasandra the Adi

Karnataka Community (5C) practice LW.
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Among the rural villages where LW is practiced one
distint commonality emerges. The LW artisans are generally
male with a handful of women (2 to 5) being engaged in  LW-
& self taught occupation emerging from the influence exerted
by the male members? occupation. At the villages the male

artisans produce beads for the local market and earn around

Rs- 3 To Rs. S per day.

However, in the wurban Ilocales of Channaptana as
discussed in the earlier sections a good number of Adi-
Karnataka (5C) women and a comparitively smaller number of
Muslim women are engaged in LW. As a rule it was found that
the female participation in LW is higher in the urhban

settings than in rural areas.

Perhaps this trend could he attributed to the
opportunity that exists for rural women to take up  seasonal
agricultural work which is £otally absent far their urban
counterparts. It is also noticed that urban women have easy
access to training centres, wilich are set up  in  urban
locales. The rural women are totally unattracted to and lack
the motivation to seek training in these urban centres. The
distance, the need for daily travel and the low stipend

probably act as deterrants far the rural women .




{v) External Variahles:

The advent of the ball pen seems to have adversely affected
the. female participation in LW. Earlier women used to
produce pen holders which are made of Hale wﬁod and at the
top of which there is a provision for inserting a renn nib.
This is dipped into the inkpot and wused for writing. The
demand for these pen holders is now non-existent. This
phenomena is said te be a major cause for the decline in FPR

in LW as was revealed during discussions with female anrd

male artisans.

The invasion of the plastic industry into areas where LW
enjoyed monopoly has alsc affected Female Participation. fFor
instance chess coins were traditionally made in wood by the
LW artisans, especially by women. Now substitutes made in
pléstic have completely taken over the LW market. Curtains,
.made qof beads and tubes of various sizes and colours are
alsa mnow duplicated in plastic. This factor <(of the

emergence of substitutes) is bound to affect the general

demand for LW products.

Alternate employment opportunity for urban women is yvet
another cause for the decline in FPR in LW. Earlier urhan
women of Channapatna did not have any aptions for
employment. Now that the beedi industry in Channapatna is
organised and well developed, and is abhle to provide

alternate employment especially for Muslim female artisans.
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Case Histories

As in the earlier section, a few individual case
studies are presented which attempt to throw light en a few
of the Lacquerware artisans and present their personal
prohlems and perspectives.

(i> A Muslim Female Artisan Shaheen Bix residing in  the
KHDC Quarters

My name is Shaheen Bi. I started working on  the Patri
(hand lathe) when I was twelve years old. I learnt the LW
craft from my mother. At 15 I got married - my husbarnd used
to work as a cleaner of a lorry. He died in an accident wher
I was 18 and at that time my sorn was two years ald. My
motheyr gave me refuge and I brought up my son  through my
income fram LW. I am now 45 years old. I wused ¢to produce
chess hoards with coins and a variety of small dolls. The
demand for such products declined and 1life became very
difficult. The decline in demand was due to the production

of plastic chess board coins.

Then later I went thraugh a 2 year training programme
at the AIHE LW training centre at Yelakeri in the years 1973
and 1977. They gave me Rs. 75/- per month as stipend. I was
one of the first all women's batch trained at Yelakeri.

Since I was semi-skilled in LW even before training, I used
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to help the master in training other women. I learnt to work
on the power lathe and to produce a range of LW article
during this training programme- This has definitely made me

a skilled crafts person-

Neither my son nor I have any access to nor oppartunity
for working on power lathes and therefore both of us work on
handlathes only. Together, we earn Rs. 30 ta 40 per day. We
bﬁys the rawmaterial, either Halewcod or any other suitable
timber wood to produce small tubes which form a part of the
LW curtains. 1 mana (10 Kgs) of & inch sticks ;osts s
Rs. 10/- to 12/— at Channapatna taown ar Ramanagaram and we
buy other accessories like lac, colour etc« from the local

market. I make the lac—sticks at home myself.

I am illiterate but I can work on the power lathe. I do
not think education is necessary to work on power lathes. 1

can also teach others now.

(ii A scheduled caste craftsWomen — Muniamma¥ residing
in KHDC Quarters

I am just 19 years old. I am married and I have a six
month old daughter. Can you believe I have undergone. a
family planning operation as well?. I do not want any more
children. My parents got me married with the hope of seeing
me very happy but it all turned out otherwise. My hushand is

against my working outside the home and he is very nrigid

_abhout this.
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I have passed S.5.L.C. (Secondary School). I was
fascinated and enthused when I saw Velakeri women produce LW
articles. I joined the first LW training centre for women of
the Social Welfare Department in 1980-81. Since it swas
inadequate, I decided to go through the AIHB Yelakeri

/

Centre’s Training Programme for one’' year in 1931-82. 1

received a stipend of Rs. 80/— per month from ¢this centre.

Before the birth of my dauther I used to make 200 to 300

beads on the Patri (hand lathe). I used to get Rs. &6/—- to 9/
per day (Rs. 3/- for 100 beads). I have not yet re-started
work on the Patri I hope I <can get piece work with an
exporter or SSI. My husband is working for daily wages in a
LW small scale industry.

{iii) A voung skilled craftswoman of Kumbhargere in
Channapatna Town

I am Lalitha* and am seventeen. My father has been a

source of encouragement for me to become a skilled LW
Craftswoman. Since my childhood,wI have been acquainted with

our household LW industry and seen my sister working on " the

power lathe. Therefore after finishing my 7th standard, I

joined the AIHB Syedwadi LW training centre in 1933. Ever
since I completed my. training, I have worked on power
lathes, in my father's SSI, along with my sister. I work for
about 6-8 hrs ; day. My father started the SSI in 1961.
Though our unit is a household SSI, my wages are paid

separately.

g
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1 feel more comfortable working with Power Lathes than
with the Patri (hand lathe) I am not' sure whether I will
continue with this craft after I get married. It depends on
the household practice and the ennicouragement givén by ,my

future in—laws-.

/

I produce bangles, a variety of articles which my

father supplies to KHDC and other private exporters.

(iv) A veteran, super—skilled craftswoman of Makhan

% I think I must be around 70 years old- I have studied
? in Urdu upto the third standérd- You can see that even now I
prepare lac sticks and work on the Patri (hand 1lathe). My
husband died long aga. I live with my soﬁ‘ and daughter—in
law- My son is also a LW artisan. Both of wus make LW at

home- I earn around Rs. 20/- per day and my son earns

Qovosatbot.ononototchm

Rs. 40/— to S0/- per day-.

1 started making lac articles when I was thirteen years
old. During the AIHB Director Hariharan's time I was trained
for 3 months in Bangalore and received a stipend of Rs. iSO/—
per month. We are three sisters and all of wus wused to bhe
engaged in LW. One of my sisters who worked as an instructor
in the industrial sch661, is retired and now draws a pension
of Rs. 700/- per month. By the way, I was working as

instructor in LW in AIHB's centre at Bangalore and used to
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receive a salary of Rs. 200/- per month. We were a group
fourteen working toggther, 7 of us w;re4women and the other
9 were men. We used to go to different places such as Delhi,
Bombay, Indere, Madhyapradesh, Madras, Kashmir, HimacHal
Pradesh etc., for demonstrating the LW Craft. My mother used
to look after my son. She was getting ogd and asked me to
leave the job. She lived upto 120 years. I even instructed
and taught the LW craft to the nomadic tribe of Hakki-bikki
under a programme for imparting skills. Those were all my
golden days. I was a fool. I left the job because you know
they wanted me to go to Kashmir again. It is so cold there,

5o I refused to go and left the job.

(v) Shivamma* of Yelakeri — A scheduled caste craftswomen

Members from arocund 100 households in Yelakeri AK Colony are

engaged LW and atleast 40 women work on hand lathes and
produce beads. I buy 1 mana (10 kgs) of Hale wood (Wrightia
Tinctoria) for Rs. 12/- and produce around 300 beads. Now I
get Rs. 3/- for 100 beads and I earn around Rs. 9/—. But
after my expenses for lac, wood etc. my real profit is about

Rs. S/— only. After the passing of ‘Aashaada’ (between July

4—August), I should be able to get Rs. d4/- for 100 beads. I

* All names of female artisans have been changed for
confidentiality.
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got trained in the LW Training Centre for women in 1385-286.
. [

But I did not get any'benefit and they did not teach me to

work on power lathes at all. Before training also, I was

[ 3
making the same beads and now again I produce heads-

My hushband works on LW in a SSI and gets a wage of Rs.
20/- per day. We have two children and I am only 25 vyears
cld. My husband, when he was very young during AIHB Directonr.
Hariharan's time, went all over India for a demonstration of
LW. But now look at his plight he is still engaged in wage

work.
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CHAPTER XIIX

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT TO THE LACGUER WARE INDUSTRY

CURRENT SCENARIO

There exist a number of institutions which are engsged

in supporting and nurturing the craft of lac turnery. To

understand the different forces which’work for and against
the development of this craft it is essential to study the
role played by these institutions. A rather interesting’
factor which needs to be noted is that most of these
institutions are Government bodies. Therefore, this chaptér

seeks to assess and understand the modes of inter .action

between the Development Agencies in Channapatna and the

local craftspersons-

(i) Government of India, Ministry of Commerce, All India
Handicrafts Board (AIHB) - Regional Design Centre at

Bangalore-.
Since 1977 AIHB through its design centre has played a
very crucial and dominant role in the development of LW, by

starting training centres at’ three different sites in

Channapatna-.

Each year these training centres taken on 60 trainees to
impart skills in deéign, operation of power lathes and
production of a variety of LW articles. Each training centre

is staffed with one store keeper, one master craftsman, one
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assistant master, ore helper and orne chowkidar (watchman).
Apart  from these staff members, one master artist is

employed in all the three centres.

The three training cerntres are situated irp the wurban

extentions of Channapatna town - at Yelakeri ¢3¢ dominated

area) Syedwadi and Daria (both Muslim dominated areasd.

Each centre trains a batch of twenty candidates. Currently
the trainees are school drop-outs Wwithin the age groups of
10-15 vears. Training is for a reriod of one vear. A stipend

of Fs. 100/- per month is given to each trainee.

Every year there are around 200 applications for the &0
traineeships. Last year oput of the 200 applications, 20 were
female. Though the centre at Yelakeri was started in 19723-72
to train enly female candidates, in the very next year, 50y
of the trainees were men. Currently there are only three
female trainees out of a total af &0.

Cii) Government of Karnatéka - Karnataka State Handicraft
Development Corporation (KHDC) Bangalore.

An active and pivotal role has been taken up by  the

KHDC in the development of the LW craft since 1964, when

KHDC started a Production Centre at Channapatna and

allowed local artisans to work én a piece rate basis at

these centres. 1In 1930-31 the production centre was
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converted to a C“Rural Marketing Service Centre?! where
financial and design assistance, raw materials supply, and
procurement of finished goods were undertaken to facilitate
the development of the craft. By 1923-24 KHDC surveyed 900
artisan families around a radius of 10 KMs from Channapatna
to select deserving artisan families far allotting living
quarters at the complex. KHDC collaborated with the Dutch
Government to raise funds for infrastructure and buildings
to house 12¢ artisan families and common  facilities centre
with 20 power lathes attached to it. Since 1984, 126 artisan
families have started residing in the allotied quarters and
utilise the common facilities. KHDC also runs a raw material
depot at Chamwnmapatna to supply the regquired raw materials to
local artisans. The centre procures the finished goods from
selected artisans and markets them through their wvarious
show rooms all over India. The following Table indicating
the procurement of lac articles by KHDC from 1930 to {937
depicts the growth of the craft through the help of the

centre. »
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TABLE - VIII

KHRC Procurement of lac articles in

Channapatna over the vears 1980~87

Year Value of procured articles 1n Rs
1920-31 25,963.00
1931-82 d6,635.10
19232-233 2,26,872.45
1983-34 77,674.50
1934~-25 1,35,3432.30
1285-26 433,957 .65
1986~87 6,d42,000.00

Source! Record books - KHDC, Bangalore

The procuvement, design assistance, supply  of  raw
material production facilities apd arrangement of credit
through banks, are all administered by the KHDC oproject
office at Channapatna with the support and guidance of the

Corporate office at Bangalore.

Qf the total estimated LW production of Rs. 3 crores,
the KHDC's 1984-87 procurement figures indicate, that a mere
2.1% was sold to the Karnataka Government. 70% of the total
LW production goes to the expaort market, out of which, only
1% of the exports is handled by KHDC and the 99% is effected

by a few exporters. This fact clearly indicates that immense
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and urgent action and development inputs  are required for
protecting the artisans from any future exuplaitation by a

handfull of exporters.

itil now, KHDC’s focus has been towards male artisans
enly. However, there exist commendable future plans  through
which KHDC envisages a training cum production centre for

female artisans in collaboration with the Norwegian agency -

NORAD

(iii) Government of Karnataka - Department of Industries
and Commerce (DIC) - Artisan Training Centre,
Channapatna

The Artisan Traiwning Centvre which holds a glorious and
illustrious past record since its inception in 1902, is rnow
taking a veripheral role in the development of L. Currently
S craftsmen are undergoing training urrder various
development schemes such as the Rural Artisan Programme, the
Special Compoaonent Plan for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, and the Training of Rural Youthk fo» Self Employment
(TRYBEM) Programme. The stipend %o the trainee artisan under
each programme is different. However, the role played by the
DIC is currently very marginal in nature and there is

absolutely no focus an training or developing female

artisans.
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(iv) Government of Karmataka - Scheduled Caste/Scheduled

Tribe Department, Lacquer HWare Training Institute
(LUWTI> for Women.

Sirce its inception in 1963 the training centre has beern
imparting tvraining to arbatch of 20 womenn each vyear. This
gradually increased to 25 women and later in 1930 to 30
women per batch. A stipend of Rs. 7%/~ 1is paid to each
trainee per month during the course of the training period
of one vyear. Until 1984-85, the institute had a full
enrollment of Z0 womew- However, later in 198637, this
declined to 16, and at present the number of trainees at the
institute to 13 womén only. Women in the age group af 16-35

years are selected with priority being givern to widows and

destitutes.

The decline in the number of trainees can be attributed
to factors like lack of traiuning in powerlathes due to their
heing taught by a semi-skilled instructor, and the meagre
stipend of Rs. 75/-, which is not even sufficient to cover
transport costs and the consequent réluctance of the

artisans to sacrifice the income,of Rs. 7-1Q per day which

w3

they earn even without the +training. Until 193d4- S, a
competent and skilled woman instructor was available and
trainees gained training to work on power lathes. Till then

there was a full complement of 30 trainees per batch and the

response was more than adguate as can be observed in

Table IX.




TABLE — TX

Erirol lment of Trainees at the LW Training Institute for

Homen
Year Total number of Trainees
1776-81 Z0
1981-382 20
1732-33 30
198384 30
19284-35 30
192586 20
1926-27 16
1987-88 13
Source! Record Books — Lacguer Ware Training Institute faor

Women, Chawnapatna.

A1l the trainees, in the last few years have been from
Channapatna town, and o women from the wnearhy rural areas
has responded to this training facility. The administration
of the institute is the responsibility of the Block
Development Officer of Channapagﬁa- 1t is rather painful to
note that attempts are underway to close down the institute
due to the decline in the response from women without any
one enguiring into the factors causing the decline 1in

participation and without any attempts towards remedial

action-
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v) Channapatna Lacquerware Co—Operative Society:

The society claims a membership of 230 artisans but at
present is found to be a rathet passive institution.
Dréinally a large number of female artisans from the Makhan
area of Channapatna were members of this coeity, but this is
no longer so. Three lorry loads of raw material of Wrightia
Tinctoria (Hale) are allotted every mon@h to this society,
but this seems to help only a few rich artisans who act as
private contractors and who are akle to invest amounts as

huge as Rs. 4,000 - 5,000, as cash payments at a time.
(vi) Nationalised and Scheduled Banks:

The financial institutions such as nationalised and
scheduled banks aré generally found tobe working under a
unniversal frame of rules applicable to all and any rural
area. There i1s no special focus on the LW crafts—-person. If
an artisan along with an application submi%s the certificate
of training skillsvobtained from the AIHB or LWTI for Women,
an amount of Rs. 5,000/- towards ‘working capital, 1is given
depending on other criteria, such as guarantor, finan;ial

sogundness of the client etc.

Urider the Self Employment/Small Scale Industry Scheme
on amount of Rs. 25,000/- is sanctiored to install power

lathes. However, the percentage of artisans who obtain such
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13!
credit facilities are very few. There exists no special

credit schemes for female artisans.
(vii) Goverrnment of Karnataka Forest Department:

Inspite of the fact that LW craft is largely depandent
on both forests and village waste lands for the crucial
supply of raw material such as Hale Wood (Wrightia
Tinctoria) and Lac and the Forest Department is eager and
willing to intensify its efforts to facilitate a proper raw.
material supply, there seems to ke no action plan availakle

to translate this desire into effective inputs.

The price of Hale Wood has shot up from Rs. 100-120 per

ton 13 years ago, to the current rate of Rs.1,200/- per ton-.

The forest Department does not possess any separate
mechanism for identifing and sorting the felled trees
(Wrightia Tinctoria) as raw material supply for LW craft,

but it categorieses these trees as ‘“timber' for firewocod.
3

Due to the long harvesting period of 20-25 years of ﬁhe
Wrightia Tinctoria tree, the Department 1is reluctant to
encourage the cultivation of these trees on a large scale.
However, currently the Forest Research Laboratory,
Government of India is engaged in fiﬁding substitute species

for Wrightia Tinctoria, for use in the LW industry.
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(viii) Forest Research Laborataory, Government of India:

To cambat the raw material shortage experienced by the
Lt} artisans, the Forest Research Laboratory has evaluated
the suitability of a few hon—conventional timber  trees and
found Acacia Ariculiformis (Bengal Jelly/Haldi Meese Marad,
Alstonia Scholaris (Janthalla) Artocarpus integrefolis,
Elaeocarpus Tuberculatos (Rudrak), Eucalyptus Hyhbrid
(Bluegum/Eugalyptus), Grevillea Fobusta (silver Oak),
Maesopsis eminii (Masizi), Swietenia Mahagoni (Mahagoni) and
Terminalla Bellerica (Thare) to have the potential for

substituting the currently used raw material.

Of the ahove 9 species, extensive experimentation has
been conducted with the Acacia Ariculiformis tree. In 1265,
70 seedlings were planted in the Forest Experimental station
at Mudigere (Bangalore District). This species is also heing

introducted in many sgil conservation plantations.

With the <¢ollakoration of the Gavernment of India,
Regional Design and Technical Development Centre, Béngalnre,
experiments were undertaken to assess and find out the
suitability of Acacia ariculiformis tree for the LW industry
for which twning and lacquer coéting properties are most
vital. By virtue of its 10 vears harvest period, the Forest
Department and the Research Laboratory are confident of

meeting the demand for gaod turnery wood through this tree.
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The active and in many ways successful role played hy
the State and Central Development Agencies in Chawnapatna,
from the very inception of the LW industry suggests that
positive support. by the Government to traditional
handicrafts can go a long way in strengthening them. If the
vigour which existed in the past, (as seen in the Chapter or
the Genesis of the Craft) seems somewhat absent now, this
can probably be atiributed to the transition of +the craft
from a home kased industry to an export oriented commercial
industry which no longer has the dedicated support of
individuals like Bavasmia and Hariharan. What also seems
lacking currently is a whelistic joint effort by all the
Development Agencies towards assisting crafts men and women.
Each institution is doing its bit on its own but the rewards

of co-ordinated assistance are likely to be richer.
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CHAPTEFR XIV

Futufe Course and Possikilities

a
The KHDC is currently poised on the <course of a well

designed plan of action in developing the LW créft, in
potential exhibiting regions of Karnataka. In Channapat;a, a
production and training complex has 'been planned entirely
for women with the collaboratioé of the Norvegian
Government. Three to four batches of 20 waomen are be trained

in this complex and a stipen of Rs. 250/- per month is to be

given to each trainee.

Recently, in 1987, a LW training centre was set dp  in
Kinhal, in Raichur district in Karnataka, where
traditionally wooden toys have bLeen manufactured by the

local crafts-persons.

Theerthahalli, in Shimoga District in Karnataka has been
identified as a potential place to launch a LW ‘development
and training centre. This is primarily because the raw
material, “Halewood?’, is available in plenty, in the forests
of Shimoga. ?

The Department of Industries and Commerce, Government of
Karnataka, Ramanagaram is mobilising thévu necessary
infrastructure to sfart a training centre in the village of

Anknahalli. Under the Integrated Rural Development Programme
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(IRDP), a batch of 30 persons are to be +trained in the
production of LW articles. At Anknahalli both men and women
are currently engaged in preparing rubber stamp holders with
the use of jungle wood from the neighbouring forests and

village lands. s

It is therefore clear that tWe Development Agencies
concerned with Lacquer Ware are keen on further strengthen-
ing its base and on creating employdent opportunities in

different potential exhibiting regions of Karnataka by

starting Lacquer Ware centres there.

However, to bring together the isolated efforts of the
different institutions engaged in promoting Lacquer Ware, an

Agency which can integrate all the- different existing

organisations may be essential.

For this purpose it is suggested that a Lacquer Ware

Development Board be formed.

This Board’s purpose and goal would then bLe to bring
about a comprehensive approach to serve the needs of LW
artisans through one commaon institution. To depict
effectively the need and likely structure of such a boafd,
a Schematic Presentation is made in the following page,
along with which ighalso presented a diagram depicting the

existing structure of the organisations currently involved

with lacquereware.
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The body of members of this board could consist of orne

representative from each of the 10 organizations currently

!
‘.engaged in LW development, along with four (two male and two

female) representatives from LW artisans. The board could
serve &he needs . of LW artisans in the spherés Ff raw
material supply, credit and production assistance, and
marketing facilities. The role éf this board would be
essentially that of liasoningv in. nature. The mode of
functioning and general set up can be suitabkly evolved by

the baord itself.

In view of the fact that the LW craft is now being
promoted and encouraged by KHDC through theif ﬁroject
offices, in Kinhal in Raichur District_and Theerthahalli .in
Shimoga District, the emergence of an iﬁtegrated Board could

be vital in the development of this craft in Karnataka.
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CHARPTER X\Ww

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

I. For the Development of Female Artisans and the
Enhancement of the FPR:

Cil Revival measures to infuse enthusiasm and commitment

to work for the development of female arisans in the

existing Lacguer Ware Training Institute for Women under

the Directorate of SC/ST need to be initiated. It may be

more appropriate if this centre were brought unde; ~ the
Directorate of Women and Child Welfare of the Governiment of
{arnataka- This measure could enahle all female artisans to
benefit from this centre, and of course 50% of the seats
could be reserved for SC and 25% for Muslim and the other
25% for women from other communities. This may alter the
present trend of a declining FPR and the benefits of the

centre could be enjoyed by female artisans belonging to

different communities-

A skilled woman instructor with commitment and with the
will to work for women, should bew appointed as a regular
employee of the centre. Intensive training to work on
powerlathes need to a part of the curriculum, as it is

with the All India Handicraft Board's L. W. Training

Centres.
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The current stipend of Rs. 75/~ per trainee is rather
meagre. A realistic stipend needs to be evolved to
compensate the minimum daily wage obtained by less—skilled

LW artisans and to adequately cover their f&ransport costsa

To attract and to impart skills to female artisans
residing in rural locales, training centre ought to be
‘rural kased. Perhaps a policy of shifting the centre every
three years to another rural area where potential female LU

artisans reside can ke evolved.

(ii) One out of the three LW Training Centres of AIHB

needs to ke reserved only for Women. One master craftsweman
and one woman assistant to impart a complete range of skills

in LW production need to he appointed.

(iii) To erihance the FPR, a separate Production Centre

with 10-20 powerlathes needs to ke set up in an appropriate
rural area, which trained female artisams can utilise.
The centre could act as & liaisoning agency to mohilise
finarncial support for femalew artisans; to procure raw
materails and also to take up the responsikility of
marketing the finished LW articles proaduced by the female

artisans at the centre and in near by rural a1 eas.

{iv) A need consistently voiced and felt by many of the
veterans involved with the LW craft is that of a Special

Course in Art Work and Design related to LW for women- It
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has beer felt that both Muslim and Hindu women are good at
. §
traditional art work and designs. Muslim women’s potential
as artists is seen in the creative designs they draw on
their palms in Mehendi paste*. Hindu women’s artist skills
are witnessed in the rangollix¥* pattefns they draw in front
of their houses and on festival days,'with the help of rice
flour/or coarse white powder- Now—a-days the export market
requires art work on all the LW articles and there is a
dearth of artists experienced by exporters. Hence such a
course in art work for a period of 6 months on a stipendary
basis can integrate more female artisans in to LW. However,
the women who complete the course would need to be referred

toc exporters and any other productidn centres to get

employment on either full time or on a piece rate basis-

(v) The Artisan Training Institute of Department of

Industries and Commerce (DICY, Govt. Of Karnataka which

can boast of an illustrious history |is at present in a
dismal state, as far as the LW craft is concerned. The good

facilities and resources available here are sub—optimized.

% Mehendi is a paste made out of a particular leaf which is
first dried and powdered and stored with the help of any
long slender stick, designs are made on women's palms which
“leaves behind an orangish red calour after a few hours.

*#* Rangoli is the traditional art of decorating floors by
drawing patterns on it with rice flour or other coloured
material (similar to rice flour). This 1is especially
witnessed in South India-
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The DIC could evolve a regular training scheme at this
institute for a batch of 20-25 LW artisans on a vearly basis
or- shoyrt term skill development coﬁrsea could be started to
impart additional skills to the male artisams. The Centre
also posseses facilities to start a production centre which

carn be initiated as a development measure for poor artisans.

The DIC can take up a Iiaisons raele to secure financial
support towards fixed and working capital for artisaﬁs
including  throughk the TRYSEM (Training Youth for Self
Employment) and Speical Component Schemes- Additionally the
Rural Artisans Programme (RAP) can he internsified - at
present only the male artisans bernefit from this programme,
even though it is iwntended for bkoth male and female

artisans.

2« For Improving and Channelising Raw Material Resources:

A paradox which seems to exist in the case of raw
material supply, is that Halewoo& which is claimed to be in
scarce supply by the Forest Department Officials, is
available in large gquantities and at cheaper rates with the

contractors.

LW artisans feel that the Forest vepartment should cut

down overhead expenses and that this would make Hale wood

cheapenr.
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Further they alse feel that the Department Lign]yg
consider changing the unit of sale from cubic metres g

tonnes (as it was earlier).

The Farest Department of the Government of Karrisaks
could launch a long—range plan to take up afforestativ: ot
Hale wood. Currently such a plan seems to be non—existert iy

the forest department’s plan of action.

The Farest Research Laboratory of the Government of ladia
which is at present.engaged in finding substitute woorc for
Wrightia Tinctoria, could work in close collaboration with
the Forest Department of the Government of Karnmataka ant the
artisan groups and organizations involved in the develouiment
of LW. Research findings should ke steadily dissemiiated
thvrough an evolved process to the LW artisans. This vould
not only increase awareness, but alsoc create an atmourhere
of confidence towards the application of such specie; of

P

substitute of wood in the preparation of LW arti:les.

R
The Forest Department of the Government of Karnataka o+ any

other NGO could organize the artisan community in res onal
groups and extend support systems to encourge commnity

forestry to develop raw material resources.
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3. For Imitiating Future Research and Development Inputs:

(i) Exhaustive research to assess scientifically the
existence and degree of poisonous/hazardous contents in LW
articles so that if necessary, remedial measures can be
adopted, and to diversify the production of children’s toys

both in India and abroad, needs to be urtdertaken.

(ii) Artisans working on powerlathes need a few safety
precautions, such as goggles to protect their eyes fraom any
small chip of wood or wood dust. This can be enforced by the

Government as a safety measures in this industry.

(iii> The existing model of power lathes at Charmapatna
is extremely noisy. Technological impraovements/refinements

to reduce the noise is essential.
d. For the Long Term Development of the LW Ivdustry:

To integrate all the prevailing and isolated develop-
ment efforts of various institutions/govt kadies, an
exclusive Lacquerware Developmen% Board could be formed —
the objectives and possible structure of the Board have

already heen dealt with in the previous Chapter.
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ANNE X1UIEE =E—T

RAW MATERIALS AND TOOLS USED IN LACLRUERWARE CRAFT

FEaw Materials

(i) Halewocod (Wrightia Tinctoria)

The basic raw material wused iy the LW craft is
Wrightia Tinctoria (local name - Hale). This woaod is
extremely close grained, moderately hard and turns  to  fine
shapes by hand or machine. It has very low moisture and oil
content. Due to the low oil content it renders a good finish
and lucidity on polishing. It is available in the forest
ranges and village waste lands of Charnmapatna and Ramniagaram

Talukas, Mysore, Shimoga, Chickmagalur, Hassan and Coorg in

Karnataka State.

Artisans also wark with yellow teak wood, (Adina
Cordifolia), silver oak (Grevillea Robusta), Ebony and
Rakthacharndana, red wood (Lal Agar), blackwood (Kale Agar),
rose wood, grey wood, red cidar,’pine woed and occasionally
other species of Jungle wood. The government rate fop
Wrightia Tinctoria (Hale) is Rg. 1200/- per ton, whereas
with private suppliers it costs around Bs. 00/- per ton.

The vretail rate in the market is Rs. 12/- for a small bhillet

of 10 kg.
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(ii) Lac: The lac that is used in LW craft is g resin
lac - a gummy deposit ofthe insect *Technadria Lacca’, which
is available in the forests of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Orissa, Uttarpradesh ard West Bergal. Though in
the bLeginning of 19th century Lac was availakle in plenty in

the Mysore forests, this is no longer so.

There are 3 types of lac used in LW craft. The first
quality known as Button Lac is light and golden coloured.
The second quality is medium brown in colour. The third
quality appears dark and black in colour. The first quality
costs Rs. 120/- per kgey the second quality Rs. g8o/- per kg
~and the third Rs. &0/- per kg. A major proportion of Lac

supplies comes from Madhya Pradesk.

(iii) Lithophonre: Lithophone is 4 compound of harium

sulphate and zinc Sulphide. It is g4 white pigment which
enables Lac to lose its transperancy and become opagque. This
is imported from Czechoslovakia and Germany and costs around
Rs. 50/- penr kg«y in Channapatné- The artisans sometimes

favour Titanium di-oxide (white-super gquality) which costs

around Rs. 120/- per kyg.

{iv) Aniline Coloursg: This is one of the main raw

materials utilized in LUY. To prepare lacquer-sticks of
desired colours, Aniline colours are used. The basic Aniline

colours and their respective prices are as follows:
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Cost Uit of measurement
Rhodomine (Rose) Rs. &/~ 10 Gm
Auromine (Yellaw) Re. d/~ —do-
Diamond Green Rs. d4/- ~do—
Purple Fs«. 4/~ -do-
Vialet | Rs. &/~ —do-
Red | Rs. 5/-~ —do~

By klending the hkasic colours, the artisans Frepare many

other shades as well.

(v) Postey colours and Evnamel Paints

These are used to paint sceraries on calender plates
and to draw facial features on  dolls. Indian made Enamel
paints are used and their cost ranges hbetween Rs. S/~  and
Rs. 2.50 for 100 ml depending o the colours. The poster

calours for a packet of 30 ml costs around "Rs. 3/=

The LW artisans also use clear  varnish (Rs. 43 per
litre) special wood varnish (Rs. &0 per litre) and thinner

(Rs« 25/- per litre).

(vi) Sand Paper: For smoothening the surface kefore

lacquering, abrasive paper is used. The cost of sand paper
is around Rs. 1/- to Rs. 1.75/- depending on/its quality for

a sheet of 12 inches x 10 inches.
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(vii) Talegiri: (Screwpine leaf) — Screwpine leaf is an
important accessory for buffing theiwood after lacquering it

to make it lucid.A bundle of 100 leaves cost around Rs.20/—.

(viii) Tools: The main tool in lac turnery is the lathe.

Both handlathes and powerlathes are commonly used.
/

(i) Hand Lathe: (Patri) - These lathes are made by the
local carpenters. The hand lathe consises of two parallel
rectangular wooden bars of size 19 inches_ ¥ 31/2 inches.
Both the bars have two iron discs at the working ends.
Arother wooden bar is attached to the parallel bar at é
right angle position. The free end of this third woodeg bar
passes through a rectangular hole made in the right parallel
kar. This right parallel bar is movakle, sliding on the
connecting bar, while the left one is fixed. A thick iron
bar akout 35 inch long rests horizontally on both the
parallel hars serving as a tool»rest- The craftsperson sits
on & low stool placed between the parallel bars. The wood to
be turned and lacguered is fixed ;o the rotating axle which
carries at its free end a cup chuck. This rotating axle‘ is
fixed in between the dead centres of the lathe. A hole hored
at the dead centre holds the turning piece securely in
position. Motion is idparted to the rotating axle (locally
called ‘chandrike?) by forward and backward movements on a

bow string. While the right hand is engaged in moving the

B
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bow, the crafts—persons holds the turning tool in their left
hand and use their right foot to reg%late the pressure on

the tool.

(ii) Power Lathet The operations of the hand lathe is

mechanised in the Power Lathe and the speed of work is

. /
increased.

The head stock of the lathe consists of a revolving
axle attached to two belt pulleys. The other end of the belt
runs over a pulley mounted on a revolving shaft driven by an
electric motor. Of the two pulleys at the headstock, one is
a fast pulley and the other a loose pulley. The fast pulley
is keyed to the shaft and rotates. The loose pulley can he

detatched fram the axle to stop motion.

(iii) Cutting tools that are wused to turn wood in
hand/power lathes are chisels, gauges, snappers, etc- For
preparing the wood to be turned, tools such as axe, handsaw

and the fenon saw are used.

AT
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ANMNE XLUUFE E—TITI

PRODUCTION/PROCESSES IN' LACGUERWARE

The general production invelved in the making of

[ )
Lacquereware process can be «classified intec seven sub-

processes: ,
!

(i) Preparation of Lacquer sticks — The Lac 1is allowed

to soften by sticking it on to one end of a wooden stick.
The maximum quantity of molten lac which two identical
splinters can possibly 1lift, is taken and heated to attain a
plastic condition. This is kept warm from time to timef To
this moss, a specific amount of lithophone is added ;nd is
beaten continuously until a homogenous moss with a white
tinge is obtained. To this warm moss, a small portion of a
required shade of dye in powder form, mixed with a small
amount of water, is added and beaten to obtain the bcorrect
shade. The mixture then assumes the consistency of rﬁbber-
When the coloured mixture is sufficiently hot and before it
solidifies, it is removed from t%e splinters by hand and a
long stick of coloured lacquer 1/d4 inch thick and S/4 .inch
wide is drawn out and cut into a 1length & inches to 8
inches. The craftspersons prepare d to S sticks of one
colour at a time. These sticks have a shelf 1life of one
month only after which they become hard and unfit for

lacquering.
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(ii) Seasoning ef woocd: Logs of wood are cut into - small

billets and stored away from heat and sunlight allowing free
circulation of air, for about ten days to a month, depending

orn the moisture content of the wood-

(iii) Preparation of wood for turning: The edges of the

seasoned billets are «chiselled and superfluous wood is
removed to render an even and smooth surface. The hillets

thus prepared assume cylindrical shape-

(iv) Shaping the wood on the lathe! To shape a

cylindrical wood, crafts—persons apply cutting tools to the
revolving piece so that thin continuous chips are scraped
out of the wood. By dexterous handling and practice,
craftspersons are able to apply the tools such that a
uniformly thin layer of wood is removed from the wood hlock
and desired shapes are evolved. With power lathes both hands
can be used to shape the wood whereas with harnd lathe only
the left hand is used for shaping the wood, while the right

hand okperates the bow string for movement.

'}
(v) Preparing the base for lacquerings: By constant and

steady movement of sand paper on the revolving wood, a

smooth and uniform surface is secured.

(vi) Lacquering? The gquality of fiwnished goods to a

great extent depends on the skillful application of lac on
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the turned piece of wood. Lac g applied Ly Fressing g
lacstick of g given colour to the revelving and shaped wood
on the lathe. The 1ac melts due to the heat produced by

friction and gets uniformly deposited on the wood.

(vii) Finishing: The lacquered piece is buffed by
pressing a SCrewpine leaf on the revolving piece. This
process renders a certain lucidity to the article hy

spreading the lac effectively ar the turned piece.

The lacqured article is cut off with the help of 34

cutting tool and taken out of the lathe.

Articles which need painting, or other artistic worik,
such as designs op facial features are  painted Ly the

artist.
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Lacguerware Craft in Ramanagaram Taluka

Ramanagaram is a neighbouring taluka of Charmapatna, and
is situated S0 kms away from Bangalore city. In few of the
villages of Ramanagaram taluka (within a radius of 15 kins
of each other) the LW craft is practiced by male and f;male
artisans. Such villages include Jakanahalli, Shivanahalli,

Ankrnahalli and Uragahkalli.

A distinct feature of the LW craft, found in these
villages 1is that of the production of rubber stamp
holders/tandles in bulk. No other types of Lac articles are
produced any where. The LW craft is restricted completely

arid solely to the production of such handles.

Arother interesting fact is that artisans of
Ramanagaram do¢ nwot depend on Wrightia Tincloria (Hale Waood)
For their raw material. They use any timber/jungle wood. The
raw material is never purchased %n the market and it is
always «collected from the neérby forests/waste lands .
Ramanagaram artisans extensively use black lac sticks and

very rarely white sticks for colouring the stamp holders.

Each artisan gets 10 paise per stamp holder and produces

around a minimum of 200 to 250 holders and earns Rs. 20 to

Rs. 25/~ per day.
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The agents who purchase the stamp  holders from the
rural artisans, mostly live in the same villages. Such
agents procure the stamp holders and distribute them in the
Bangalore. The agents claim tha£ they get 1 paisa for each
stamp holdevr. The development of the LW artisans cf
Ramanagaram has caught the attentiorn of the Department of
Industries and Commerce (DIC) of the Government of
Karnataka. The DIC is planning to start a training programme
in the village of Anknahalli for skill development of LW

artisans under the Integrated Rural Development Programme

(IRDP) .

Ove of the rural banks i.e. the Kalpatharu Grameena Bank
has gradually begun catering to the finarmcial needs of these
artisans. Initially a few of the artisans received Fs. 10060/~
as werking capital and which has wow heen increased to

Ks. 3000/-.
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