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CHAPTER I

THE BACKGROUND

Marine fishing has long been an important
economic activity in the two coastal districts
of Dakshina Ksnnada and Uttara Kannada. These
districts, with a 300 Km long coastline along
the Arabian Sea and a network of rivers and
water courses are ideally suited for fishing.
The adjoining continental shelf of about
25,000 Sq.km is a rich source of pelagic fish,
while the rivers provide off-season facilities
for catching both marine and fresh water fishess
Numerous natural and protected harbours have
excellent potential for the launching and

landing of fishing craft.

There are 147 fishing villages of various sizes
along the coastline, almost one village for
every 2 Kms of coastline. The fishing popul-
ation in the two districts is estimated at

about 1,12,900 in 1980, with about 25,000 active
fishermen. A larger numper of men and women are
engaged in the related land-based activities of
fish processing, marketing of fish and the mak=
ing and repairing of fishing gears and craftss
I+ is in these land-based activities that a
large number of women, from both fishing and

non-fishing households are engaged.

In both Dakshina and Uttara Kannada, the main
species of fish caught are oil-sardines,
mackerel, prawns, Seer fish and pomprets. Wnile
the landing of all these variaeties has increased
with the introduction of mechanlsed boats, the

growth in the catch and export of prawns has
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been particularly rapid. Between 1976 and 1979,
the quantity of prawn exports rose from .

3508 metric tons to 3860 netric tons, However,
in terms of bercentage, there was a decline

from 5.6 percent to 2.31% : Whereas in terms

of value, it constituted 92%, Since 1979, the
quantity of prawns exported from Karnataka has
gradually declined, There has been a concurrent
decrease in the number of processing units for
prawns and other fish,

As in the neighbouring maritime states, raising
the output and export of marine fishes has been
part of the Karnataka states development
programme, This has been sought through an
improvement in the technology of marine fishing
ds well as in the processing and transportation
facilities on land. Mechanized fishing crafts
like purse~seines, trawlers and motorised boats,
gill nets and sophisticated fishing gear have
been introduced in substantial numbers in the
last two decades., Since 1960, the number of
mechanized boats in these two districts has
grown from 4 to 2844 in 1984, As much as 85 per
cengrof the total landing of fish in 1983-84 was
from mechanized boats, Additiocnal boat building
vards, repair and service centres, loans by
government and financial agencies for the
purchase of fishing crafts, berthing facilities,
etc., have helped this transformation, Karnataka's

progress in this regard has been much faster than
that of other fishing states.

O0f the two maritime districts, fisheries develop~

ment started earlier and has been faster in

*¥ Source: Marine Fisheries Information Service, CMFRI

No.52, August 1983, Cochin, India.
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Dakshina Kannada, Of a3 total of 2844 mechanised
crafts in 1984, 1572 are in Dakshina Kannada and
1272 in Uttara Kannada. Better port facilities

exist at Mangalorein Dakshina Kannada than at

Karwar, Ankola and Tadri in Uttara Kannada.
Adequate fish landing wharves also exlst in
numerous coastal villages in both districts, 1In
terms of transport, processing and marketing
facilities, however, conditions in Dakshina
Kannada are much better than in the northern
district. Correspondingly, incomes and living
standards in Dakshina Kannada are also higher,
The main impetus for the expansion and modern-
isation of the fishing industry in India has

been the attraction of the export market, and

the availability of Norwegian and Danish aid for
such programmes. This has been true of Karnataka
also, where the aid has come from the Norwegian
Agency for International Development (NORAD) and
the Danish International Development Agency
(DANIDA) , particularly for the supply of meche
anized boats and processing facilities, such as
at Karwar apnd Tadri in Uttara Kannada., Simult-
aneously with the growth of the export market

for prawns, lobsters etc., there has been a growth
in the domestic demand for fish, especially in the
larger cities, The fish output of Dakshina and
Uttara Kannada supplies not only the markets of
Bangalore, Hubli, Belgsaum and other cities in
Karnataka but those of Bombay; Cochin and
Tellicherl of Kerala; Hyderabad and other urban
centres in Andhra Pradesh,

This extensive market is served by a host of
private traders and their agents, who operate

their own transport and generally dominate the
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whole-sale trade, In consequence, mach of the
larger part of the high price paid for fish by
consumers in the urban centres is appropriated

by middlemen and their sub-agents. However, the
fishing community in the Uttara and Dakshina
Kannada districts has also benefitted to some
extent from the growth of the market - though
these benefits have not trickled down to a large
number of fishing and non-fishing households in
coastal as well as interior villages. A network
of Co-operative markéting socletles would reduce
the margin of middlemen and benefit the fisher=
folk. While this has occurred noticeably in i
Dakshina Kannada, most of the existing Co~operative
Societies in Uttara Kannada are concerned with
provision of finance for the purchase of boats ani
other equipments; and only the Tadri Fishermen's
Co-operative Society provides some assistance in

the marketing of prawns.

Fish is a common article of consumption in these
coastal districts, even amongst the low-income
households. Fishing households have traditionally
consumed part of théir daily catch and this
continues to be the practice, Non-fishing house=
holds and those in the interior villages are,
however, supplied by fish vendors. This local
market Ls traditionally supplied by women vendors,
who go from house to house or sell at the village
market., As will be explained later, the changes
that have occured in the technology of marine
fishing has altered the character of male employ-
ment in that area, by increasing the number of men
who are wage-labourers on boats owned by others,
But the kinds of activities in which the women of

the area are engaged - viz unloading, grading,
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drying and salting of fish; peeling and grading of
préwns:!shell gathering; marketing of fresh and

dry fish, net making and repairing = have not
changed materially either in volume or in character,
Nor has there been any apparent cﬁange in the food
habits of men and women in the local community of
fishing and non~fishing households.

It is against this background that the Indo-~Danish
Fisheries Project at Tadri in Uttara Kannada was
concelved, with the objectives of (a) strength-
ening the ongoing process of fishing, fish process-
ing and marketing in the project area and (b) to
ilmprove the socio-economic conditions of the
traditional fisherfolk. The project also aims at
increasing the supply of cheap protein to the
coastal and inland areas through sale of fish at

moderate prices,

THE PROJECT AND PROJECT AREA
The Indo-Danish Fisheries Project (IDFP) is an
integrated project for the development of fishing
and of the community of fishing and non-fishing
households 1in the project area. The project's
principal area of activity is Tadri, a natural
harbour in Uttara Kannada, situated about 60 KM
south of Karwar, the district headquarters. Karwar
ls also a coastal town with considerable fishing
and fish processing facilities, As originally
conceiﬁed, the IDFP consists of the following

main elements:

i) construction of a modern fishing harbour
with necessary shore facilities for
unloading, grading, warehousing and
transportation of all types of fish:
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1i) a fish processing factory with an
annual capacity for frozen-storage
of 300 tons and processing of 4 tons
per day:

iii) bertihing and servicing facilities
for modern fishing craft;

iv) provision of purse-seines, gill netters
and other varieties of mechanized fishw
ing craft on concessional terms to local
fishermen through Co~operatives;

v) construction of a township of 500 res-
idential units, to house workers
employed by the processing unit and
other related activities;

vi) provision of technical and other assist-
ance for productive utilisation of fish-
waste and other by-products of the
fishing industry;

AND

vii) provision of technical and material
assistance for improvement in the
quality of life of the community inhabit-
ing the project area.

The project, which is jointly operated by the Gwer-—

nment of Karnataka and DANIDA is administered by
two Directors, one from each agency, located in the
project area. Major decisions on policy or design
of the project are taken by a Steering Committee
consisting of the Development Commissioner, Kar=-

nataka, who is the Chairmsn of tne Committee, the

Chief Project Adviser, DANIDA, The Project Director,

Director of Fisheries, Karnataka, Representative
from DANIDA, Representative from Ministry of Agri-
culture, DPelhi,

Besides the Directors and other administrative

staff, a variety of technical experts are also
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aﬁﬁached to the project authority, to take care
of the engineering, fisheries, oceanographic and
financial aspects. In view of the socio-economic
objectives written into the plan, the Danish
authorities have also attached from time to time
sociologists and social anthropologists to the
project,

Work on the project started in May 1982 and so
far, the following jobs have been completeds

1., provision of water supply

2, construction of Danish & Indian
staff quarters, ’

Presently, 30 gill netters are under construction
and will be ready by the year end. The jetty is -
also under construction,.

Regarding modernisation of fishing craft, no boats
have yet been distributed,

The project was to have been completed by 1989;
but considering the work done so far, full implem-
entation is likely to be delayed by at least a
couple of years.

While the increase in the size and character of
the fishing fleet operating off the coast of
Uttara Kannada has changed the fishing industry
considerably in the last two decades, the Tadri
project area has been relatively less affected
than the areas north of Karwar or south of Kumta,
The project area covers 53 villages and hamlets,
spread over Kumta taluk in the south and Ankola
taluk in the north, Tadri itself is a hamlet at
the mouth of the Aganashini river angd lies close
to the well-kngwn plilgrim centre of Gokarna

(see map A ). A detailed house-listing for the



1.14

1.15

©

project villages, Lf it exists, has yet to be
published for recent years. However, it would
seem that there are about 13,300 households,
(Census of India 1971)*. Hindus constitute the
majority of the population, muslims and christians
can be found in small numbers, Amongst the hindus,
the major fishing castes are haricants, Xonkan-
karves, dablts and ambigas. Mayaks/haiks and

halakkil ¢gowdas are mainly engaged in agriculture

and related activities, as also those belonging
to the scheduled castes. The muslims in the area
are engaged predominantly in fishing and related
activities,

There are four major landing centres in the project
area - viz Keni, Belekeri, Kumta and Tadri, Tadri
lies along the national highway from Bombay to
Mangalore and is thus well connected by road with
other fishing centres in Karnataka, Goa and Maha-
rashtra. Particularly after the construction of
major road bridges near Karwar and Panjim, trans-
port of fish to Bombay has become much easier.

There are good state highways from Tadri to Belgaum,
Hubli-Dharwar and other important centres in
Karnataka, including Bangalore. The nearest railway
station is Hubli-Dharwar, access to which is again
by road. Postal and telegraphic communications are

reasonable, but not entirely adeguate.

Of the other basic facilitiles, most villages have
electric power and open wells for drinking water.
However, water in those wells is generally brackish
and hence the need for better and safer water supply

continues, School and hospital facilitles are fairly

easily accessible to most villages in the project

* Though village~-wise data according to the 1981 Census 18
avallable with the government of Karnataka, it has not

been possible for ISST to obtain them. See para beiowo
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area. Commercial banks and co~operative credit
socletles exist in sufficient number and provide
credit to the fishing industry. There are ten
Fishermen's Societies in the project area, of which
only the Tadri Fishermen's Co~operative Society 1is
engaged also in the marketing of prawns. The others
are essentlally credit Societies, some of which also
run falr price shops. Recently, a Fisherwomen's
Co-operative Society was started in Tadri, but has
not started functioning as yet,

ISST INVOLVEMENT IN STUDIES FOR IDFP

Since one of the stated objectives of the IDFP
project is the improvement in the incomes and quality
of life of the fishing community in the Tadri area,
Government of Karnataka and DANIDA were both interw
ested in a proper survey of the .economic and social
conditions of the local population, the existing
structure of the market for fish (both locally and
otherwise), the possible consequences of implew
mentation of the programmes of modernisation of the
industry, and identification of aspects which could
potentially impede or affect adversely the social
benefits expected to become available to the lowe

income households in the area.

As part of the project study, a report on socio-
economic conditions of the Tadri area had been
brepared for DANIDA by Prof, Heimann. This was
presumably intended to be a bench mark study, which
could be used for evaluating later the impact of

the project on the economic standards and life style
of the fishing and non-fishing households living

in the project area.



1.18

1,19

t 10 3

There was no sociological input into the project
since the appraisal report of 1979, Mr.Anders
Jorgensen, Adviser to DANIDA who was sent out on
a consultancy visit to the project area in 1983,
recommended in his report that Indian consultants
be recruited to undertake a comprehensive market-
ing survey as also a survey on aspects of part-
icular concern to women in the project area.
During informal discussions between ISST and
DANIDA, 1t was suggested by DANIDA's Adviser that
ISST may like to undertake the above mentioned
studies. Subsequently, ISST had discussions with
Government of Karnataka who welcomed the idea and
invited ISST to undertake the two studies., Hows
ever, the studies were formally assigned to ISST
by the Government of Karnataka only in April 1984,

‘The period May - July was utllised to collect
secondary data and other information relevant to
the studies, work out the survey design and
prepare a draft questionnaire. It was, however,
not possible for ISST to start the field surveys
in August (i.e., the peak season commencing mid
August -~ Oct) given the short time.

The research team went out into the field in
September - October 1984 for meeting project
authorities and district officisls. This
opportunity was also utilised to pretest the
draft gquestionnalire and review data available at
district and village levels,

Canvassing of household schedules for the socio-
economic study was done in November 1984, when it
was easler to contact the fisherwomen and other
members of f£ishing households, This was followed
by a visit to the project area in January 1985
when a series of case studies were conducted,

e e
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Simultaneously, in January 1985, field work for the
marketipg study which included recording daily
catches in the four major landing centres of Kumta,
Tadri, Keni and Belekerl was undertaken. Due to

a rapid decline in fish catch from February onwards,
it was decided to discontinue maintenance of the
daily record and renew data collection during the
next peak fishing season, viz mid-August 1985 -
October 1985,

This report is based essentially on the data coll-
ected for the socio~economic study and is supple-
mented wherever necessary, by observations of the
marketing study. The final report of the marketing
study will be presented by end of December 1985
after taking into account the seasonal data for
August - October 1985. However, a preliminary
report on the marketing aspect based on secondary
data and some fleld observations is being presented
separately,

The objectives of the' socio-economic study and the
methodology followed for the study are presented
in the next chapter. This is followed by an an-
alysis of the field data on house-~hold characteri-
stics and the economic activities of the fishing

community in the project area in Chapter 3. Case

~studlies of 14 fishing households with a focus on

the female members are presented in Chapter 4 . The
last chapter contains the conclusions and recommende-
ations,

There is a second volume which consists of a few
appendices. Appendix 1 contains the proposal
submitted by ISST to DANIDA and the Government of
Karnataka., Some extracts from the Project Document




are presented‘in Appendix 2. A complete list
of villages and hamlets covered by the IDFP is
given in’Appendix 3., Appendix 4 and 5 have a
set of tables derived from the primary data and
the guestionnaire used for the household survey
respectively. Appendix 6 contains a short
bibliography while a8 list of persons and
institutions contacted by the research team is

presented in Appendix 7.

Note: Figures mentioned in paragraphs 1.2 & 1.5
are derived from the 8tatistical Bulletin

of Fisheries, 1982-83, issued by the
Directorate of Pisheries, Government of
Karnataka,
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CHAPTER 1II

OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY

Development Programmes in India, as everywhere
else in the world, have long been either gender
neutral, or more often explicitly concerned with
the needs and interests of men. Women's
interests are either ignored or péssed over with
the casual assumption that if men are helped to
improve tﬁeir economic and social status, women
will naturally snare in the benefits. This may
(or may not) be true in a society where by custom
Or tradition women of the household have a
declsive voice in the management of household
income or affairs, or have equal property and
civic rights with men. But these conditions are
not fulfilled in India; and Intercaste anad
econqmic inequities are often compoundeéd by overt
Or covert gender discrimination,

Even when this obtains under conditions of
complete non~participation of women in socially
productive activity, it is Lepugnant to human
dignity or social ethics. It is even more
unacceptable when as in India, women are actively
engaged in productive activities of various types,
both at home and Outside, and yet discriminated
dgainst. It is time that their conttibutions and
capabilities are fully taken into account in any
development Project or programme which has the

purpose of optimising social benefit,

As stated earlier, Oone of the stated objectives
of the IDFP at Tadri is the improvement in the

economic and social conditions of people in the




project area. For this purpose, it was necessary
to assess not oply the broader questions of
production, employment and income of the local
populace but also identify in detail the sections
and groups in the community whose livelihood and
life styles could be significantly, even draestic~’
ally, affected by the new technology and organi-
sation of catching, processing and marketing of

fishe

Of the groups so to be considered, the women of
the area are easily the most important, and yet
least clearly provided for in the project. The
substantial involvement of women in the Tadri
area in many of the land-based activities related
to fishing is traditional. There is almost a
clear-cut division of labour between men and )
women in the fishing communities of Karnataka,
as in those of other maritime states of Kerala,
Goa, Maharashtra etce Prof,Heimann's .study of
sample households in the Tadrl area has further
confirmed this. What is more, the activities in
which women were engaged elther wholly or partly -
such as unloading, processing and marketing of
fish = seem prima facie to be in serious danger
of becoming redundant or unremunerative as 3
consequence of the implementation of the project.
It is this soclo-economic aspect of the project,
with particular reference to the status and
involvement of women in the area's economic
activity, that constitutes the theme of this

reporte

As agreed with the government of Karnataka and
DANIDA, the principal objectivs of the ISST study

were threefold:

e e
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1)

ii)

to .describe in detail the present position
of fisherwomen regarding, in the main, the
followings :

the economic conditions and resources of
fishing families in the project area;

and within such families, the economic |
and social position of women: v
specification of the remunerative -

activities in which women are engaged; J

a general description of the conditions )
of recruitment, salary, protection, and -
Oother working conditions of women e
employed as wage labourers;

how the labour power of women is .
allocated between their household res-—
ponsibilities and income-earning
activities in the fishing sector:

AND

p
the social, political and legal status -
of women.,

In the light of the above, assess the actual
or potential Impact of the Indo-Danish Fish-
eries Project on women of fishing and non-
fishing households, and in particular;

the impact of more centralised landings
on fisherwomen living in smaller villages,
and on those moving to Tadri:

v

V4

the possibility of increasing the market-

ing opportunities for women peddlars; .

the prospect of organizing women ,
peddlars and women workers; Sy

Other needsof women connected with
the fishing sector, such as education
and technical training;

needs in terms of social amenities for
childcare, health, water supply, domestic
fuel, etcy

AND

identification of local resources and
institutions for the above,
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iii) Finally, to make recommendations on the
corrective, ameliorative or supplementary
actions that could be taken by the govern-—
ment, project authorities or non-govern-
mental organisations for benefitting the
women and thereby the community living in
the area.

Since the IDFP has the major purpose of enlarging
the fish output of the region, and this is part

of the national objective - modifications in the
marketing arrangements are inevitable. These
changes will obviously affect the role of women

in diverse ways. However, marketing is a specw
ialized and complex activity and merits separate
study. As stated earlier, another report on the
marketing of fish originating from the Tadri area
is under preparation. While every effort has been
made to -identify areas of common interest between
the two studies, and bring out the relevant socio-
economic aspects in this report, some gaps may still
remain. This is a matter to be reviewed later.-
Meantime, it is only necessary to remember that

in this feport, the marketing structure, problems
and prospects will not be dealt with in detail =~
though certain issues of relevance to the women's
study will be noticed. It should also be stated
that in fashioning the methodology described below,
ISST's concurrent responsibility for both the
studies has been borne in mind; snd as much inte-
gration of design and effort as was possible has
been secured,

METHODOLOGY

There are two main fishing seasons along the coast
of Karnataka -~ mid August to end October and
January to March. For the marketing survey, it
was important to cover these two seasons fully.

For the sociow-economic survey, however, field
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studies straddling the busy and lean fishing
months were likely to provide more useful data

on the level and style of living of both men

and women over the year, The latter also involved,
as will be described later, group discussions and
case studies which were easier in the less busy
periods, The study was cleared by the government
of Karnataka in April 1984, which left too little
time for instituting the marketing survey in the
1984 August~October season. This could only be
organised for the next season, that is January-
March 1985,

However, work for the soclo-economic survey of
women in the project area was taken up immediately.
A visit to the project area was undertaken in May
1984, to obtain a general idea of the teérrain, project
scope, the fishing community and available
facilities for organising field surveys. The
opportunity was also utilised to visit the project
authorities for an assessment of data that could
be obtained from administrative records and any
speclal studies of the fishing activity or social
systems of the area., Simultaneously arrangements
were made to put together all available secondary
data from government and other sources, relating
to the fishing industry in Karnataka and other
States, economic and soclal conditions in Uttara
Kannada, development programmes and projects

relevant to the area etc,

On the basis of these studies a draft questionnaire
was designed and pre~tested in the field in Sept-
ember 1984. After discussion with the project
authorities two villages - Betkuli and Morba - were
chosen for the reason that they had fishing and
non-fishing households belonging to the main castes,

and were close enough to Tadri and hence presumably



aware of the fisheries project. Twenty (20)
households were’'randomly chosen by a local

guide who had accompanled the research team,
Based on the direct observations of investiligators
as well as the responses from men and women
interviewad, a number of changes were made in the
scope of some questions and in'the approach to
some areas of enquiry. Thus, for instance, the
section on employment had to be modified to
include details regarding the number of days of
employment in each season, Regarding income of
individuals or households, pre—~testing revealed
that the standard response was to say this depended
on the size of the catch esach day, which was very
uncertain. It was therefore decided to ask
households/individuals about the range of their
income in the dgifferent seasons. It was also
found necessary to add a section on indebtedness,
and - delete the section on the daily time
utilisation pattern of women. The modified
questionnaire as finally canvassed in the field

is given in Appendix 5,

Two initial steps normally taken in respect of
such fleld studies of sample households by the
ISST are (i) a district or taluk level confer-
€nce with concerned government functionaries,
local volunteer organisations and social workers;
and (ii) a baseline survey of all households in
the concerned area., ISST's attempts to organlse
these in September 1984 were unfortunately
unsuccessful, The district conference, which
would have generated information on the special
programmes, customs, practices or problems in the
area and which could have been taken into account in
the sample design, could not be organised before
starting the field work. The officers contacted



by the research team individually in their offices
desireﬁ such a conference to be postponed to a
later date, on the ground that after the long
monsoon break, they could not be disturbed and

the confer.nce would not be a success,

As for the baseline survey of all households in

the project ares, which could be used as a benche
mark for some purposes, the study proposal had
assumed that household data gollected in 1982 by
Dr.James Heimann, the Danish Anthropologist,in

the Project area could be drawn upon. However,

it was found that from the computer outputs, only
the villages in the area constituting his sample
could be marked out., Details related to individ-
uals rather ﬁhan households, and it was not poss—
ible to identify the households he had covered in
the sample villages. Hence there was no way of
Instituting a longitudinal Study, based on his set
of households., However, nine of the villages
ultimately included in the ISST sampleié Moodangi,
Dubanshashi, Gangavali, Betkuli, Kimani, Aganashini,
Mirjan, Kagal Heni,and Agragone - were 3lso covered
by Dr{Heimanh. Wherever appropriate, field data

©Obtained in the Survey have been crosschecked with

his daﬁao

Meantime, we were informed that besides the Census
of 1981, the Backward Classess Commission of Kar-
nataka had conducted a detailed household survey
in 1983-84 and theée Sources could be utilised for
bench-mark purposes. It wWas again not possible

to use these bodies of information either for
establishing the broad characteristics of the
population to be coveregd by the sample, or to
define the frame for working out the sample design

Or size, as access to basic data was denled py




the concerned officials. As the Backward Classes
Commission's survey had only just been completed,
the ISST did not also consider it rational to
conduct another base-line survey at that stage.
Consegquently, ISST could relate its sample only

to the village data available from the 1971 Census,
with such modifications as seemed rational on the
basis of the preliminary discussion with project

authorities and other field observations,

SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS: The project area covers Kumta and

Ankola taluks and is spread over 53 villages or.
hamlets. For purposes of this study, twenty (20)
villages were listed on the basis of the following
criteria: (1) size of population; (ii) accessibility
to Tadri, the project centre, by road or water:; and
(111) relative number of fishing households, &s
mentioned earlier, population and household data from
the 1971 Census were utilised for the first criterion:
information on approximate distance from Tadri was
obtained through the Tadri Fishermen's Co-operative
Society; and on relative number of fishing households
in the villages from local endquiry. This list was
discussed with the project authorities and in agree-
ment with them, the final list of villages taken

up for survey was the following:

TABLE 2,1 - LIST OF SAMPLE VILLAGES/
BAMLETS COVERED

Total No, Classification
Name of Household {1971 Census)
1971 Census

I, KUMTA TALUK J

1. Aganashini 291 Village
2. Dhareswar * Hamlet
3. Kagal Henil 392 Village
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Name Total No. Classification
of Household (1971 Census)
1971 Census
3, Mirjan 298 Village
5. Dubanshashi * Hamlet
6, Moodangi * Hamlet
7. Gangavall * Hamlet
~8, Betkuli 161 Village
9. Kimanil * Hamlet
II. ANKOLA TALUK
/’/10. Belambar 456 Village
11. Belekeri 669 Village
12, Hichkad 194 Village
13, Keni * Hamlet
14, Manjuguni 161 Vvillage
15. Joog 74 Village
16. Agragone 123 Village
17. Belangi * Hamlet

Note: * Not available

Divgl in Kumta taluk and Harwada and Keni - haricant=
wada in Ankola taluk were also suggested by the
project authorities. Since these villages were
similar to other villages already studied, only group

discussions were conducted in these three villages.

At the time this list was settled, categorisation
according to distance from Tadri was on the bsasis
of information obtained from the Tadri Co-operative
Society- sources.

However, when the team

visited the villages, it was found that the actual

distances varied aeonsiderably from the information
earlier secured;

and in most cases, distance to

Tadri by water was much less tnarn by road, In
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the event, the concepts of "close to Tadri" or
"farther away from Tadri" became quite imprecise;

and categorisation of the sample villages in terms

of distance from Tadri remained somewhat approximate.

SELECTION OF HQUSEHOLDS: The number of households

to be covered in each of the sample villages was
derived in the first instance from the total of
fishing and non~fishing households indicated in the
1971 census. It was decided to take 5 per cent of
households in villages with more than 500 houscholds
and 10 per cent or more in villages with less than
500 households, subject to a maximum of 30 or minimum

of 10 in each village, However, for the hamlets,

data on total number of_households were not agvallable

even at the village level; and in actuality, size-
determination of villages could only be done as
patwaris or "informed sources" do -~ that is, by "eye-
estimate" or '"hearsay", In consequence, it is not
possible to fit the distribution of households among
the sample villages into any rigid formula. For the
same reason, sample households could pnot also be
formally stratified according to type of activity or
level of income., In the event, the selection of
households has been based on identification, on a
random basis, of fishing and non-fishing households
in each village by the local guides as well as on

the baslis of group discussions conducted by the
research team in each viliage prior to canvassing the

household schedules,

In the villages selected, a total of 400 households
were ldentified in this manner, and 311 of them
canvassed in the first round of visits in October -

November 1984. However, 1t became obvious during

- = e e e -



_tbis period that the actual size of many of the
chosen villages/hamlets was much different from the
1971 census data or the eye-witness assessment of
local officlals. Por instance, Keni in Ankola
taluk which is classified as a hamlet of Bavikeri
village, turned out to be a fair-sized settlement
of fishing households, Similarly, Belekeri and
Belambar in Ankola and Aganashini, Mirjan &nd Kagal
Heni in Kumta taluk were also more populous than
shown in the 1971 census. Further, some of the
villages which were supposed to have more non-
fishing than fishing households turned out to be
other-wise. Consequently, the numpber of households .
to be surveyed in each village had to be further
adjusted to make them conform as closely as possible
to the criteria mentioned earlier. 1In the case of
Keni, however, some weight was attached to the
fact that it is even now a major landing centre
for gill-netters; and fishing households in Keni
do not use the Tadri facilities as intensively as
those of, say, Aganashini or Betkuli, For this
reason no new houses were added in Keni, though
additional. canvassing of households was undertaken
in some of the other villages during the second

round of field visits in January - March 1985,

The final list of villages and households so
covered for the socio-~economic survey is shown
in the Table 2,2.
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TABLE 2,2

DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS

1 . 2 3 ‘ 4
Total of Of which Ratio of
Name of village households | fishing Col, 3 to 2
surveyed households
surveyed

ANKOLA TALUK

1. Agragone 14 9 64,30
2, Belangi 12 5 41,66
3. Belambar 29 20 68,96
4, Belekeri 29 28 96,55
5. Hichkad 19 11 57.90
6. Joog 9 4 . 44,44
7. Keni (Gabit) 26 25 96,15
8. Manjuguni 22 17 77.27
9, Harwada * - -

10. Keni (Harikant) * - -

KUMTA TALUK

1. Aganashini 40 30 75400
2. Betkulil 33 25 75.75
3. Dareshwar 8 8 100,00
4., Dubanshashi 21 21 100,00
5. Gangavali 12 10 83,33
6. Kagal Heni 26 19 73.07
7. Kimani 26 21 80,717
8., Mirjan 35 24 68,57
9. Moodangi | 16 12 75,00
10, Divgi * - -

TOTAL 377

1w
I @
1w

Note: (1) In Aganashini, Mirjan and Betkuli, the local guide
identified households in excess of 30, and all
these were canvassed to avoid further possible
bias in selection,

(ii)*Only group discussions were held in Divgi, HMarwada
and Keni {(Harikantwada) : '

(iii)Households with any adult member engaged in fishing
or fish related activity for a major part of the
year are regarded as fishing households & households
with members engaged in activities other than fishe~
ing for a longer duration are regarded as non-
fishing households.
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Given its derivation, this household sample
cannot be assigned any of the standard labels
familiar to researchers. Some characteristics of
the region, and some specifications .incliuded in
the ISST survey proposal have influenced the
selection of villages. Likewise, the distinction
between fishing and non-fishing households has
also been kept in view in household identification,
Hence the sample may look like a "purposdve" or
“"stratified" sample. But these elements could
not be rigorously worked into the design because
of the paucity and unreliability of basic informw
mation at district anad village levels, Since

in each village, the houses were finally identi-
fied at random by the local guide, with the
difference between fishing and non-fishing

houses articulated but not weighted, it is
possible to consider the sample as a "random"
selection, with the bias,if any, of the selector
{that is, the local guide) unknown,

Two important observations are warranted at this
juncture. First of all, since there is no
intention of using the household sample data to
derive any level or change estimates for the
district, no major problem of measurement is
involved in interpretation, For the most part,
such data are used for taxonomic purposes

which are perfectly valid. ~Secondly, and of
greater consequence, is the fact that in working
out the sample design, the ISST was handicapped at
each stage by the sad state of official statistics
at the ground level; ang by the pervasive habit
of each agency or department to treat any
avallable data as its "private property", as

long as these conditions prevail ., it seems quite

unlikely that the standard procedures laid down
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for sample selection and survey can at all be
effectively utilised in such socio-economic
micro-surveys., This question urgently merits

consideration by the authorities concerned.

INFORMATION COLLECTION: Prior to canvassing the

schedules at the household level, group dis-
cussions were held in each village with the help
of local guides. Since it was not easy to gather
in one meeting men and women'belonging to different
castes, separate meetings were held for each caste
and occupation group, and for men and women sep-
arately. It was not easy to bring thc women
together, especially the muslim women. However,
the women participated quite actively when their
menfolk persuaded them to do so and the purpose

of the team's visit was explained by the guide in
the local dialect. It was however not difficult
to collect the men for such meetings. Discussions
with women's groups were conducted by the women

members of the ISST's permanent staff.

These group discussions enabled the team to elicit
information on a variety of items - the activities
in which men and women were engaged, duration/
seasonality of employment, wages and place of work;
support facilities available and problems faced
with regard to employment; average number of
children amongst households, place of birth,
attitudes to family plenning, health condition

in the village and health and child care facilities
available; availability of other facilities like
drinking water, fuel, ration shop, transport:;
attitudes to alcoholism; problems faced in the
village; awareness of IDFP, and benefits expected
from the project; attitudes tO resettlement and

o e e e
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forming/becoming members of a women's co-operative
soclety. These discussions also helped the team
to establish rapport with the people and therefore
canvassing the schedule at the household level was
much easier. In fact, the investigators were
invited by the people to-visit all thelr houses and
this in fact proved something of a problem to the

investigators|

A téam of two investigators, one ISST member and a
local 1Investigator, visited each household for
canvassing the questionnaires., As the ISST members
were not familiar with Konkani, the loeal investie
gators had to be used also as interpreters on some
occasions. In each household, an adult female and
an adult male were interviewed. The eldest woman
of the house hold was considered as the principal
respondent. If she was not available, or, if she
was too old, then, the next eldest lady in the
house was interviewed along with the adult male
member. Sometimes, apart from these two members,
other members of the household who were present
during the discussion would also express their views.

The household visits aimed at obtaining information
on the employment pattern of all members of the

_family, awareness and extent of knowledge of the

IDFP, the assets and indebtedness of the household,
demographic details and asmenities available to the
household and in the village., Environmental elements
were also observed during these visits, During the
interviews with women, matters pertaining to intra-
famlly relationships, social conventions and
attitudes, willingness to adopt new activities or
locations were also discussed., Informal discussions
were held among the teams of investigators to
compare and sort out their day to day experience,
with different households or in different villages,
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In each village,discussions were also held with
anganwadl teacher, village accountant, chalrman

of the fishermen's co-operative society, president/
chairman of the Mahila Mandal etc. An attempt was
also made to identify potential women leaders who
would take the responsibility of running s women's
co-operative society and also persuade other women
in forming a co-operative society. It was possible
to identify a few in some villages though not in
many. After the visits to villages in each of the
two taluks were completed, discussions were held
with the block officials to seek reactions and
clarifications. The team also exchanged views with

the project authorities regarding their findings in
the field,

CASE STUDIES: As part of the socio-economic study, w/

the ISST programme envisaged a number of indepth
studies of households, especially of the women Vd
members, belonging to different categories, and"f.
on issues that had either been thrown up by the
field enquiry or constituted a part of the
objectives of IDFP. Since different categories

of the fishing population are covered, these st-

"udies help a better understanding of the complex

of~relationships between castes and communitles,
owners, labourers, middlemen and vendors; men and
women, and young and o0ld; officials and non-
officials and so on. They éfeuélso useful in
estimating the annual income of households, and

of men and women separately, from different
occupations or in different circumstances.
Altogether 14 case studies of fishermen and fisher-
women spread over some of the sample villages were
prepared, and included some households which were

part of the sample canvassed with the general

'

y

questionnsire. They were conducted exclusively by ISST
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Staff members through multiple visits for detalled
interview as well as pParticipant observation,
Since these were taken up in the second round of
visits to the households, there was little diffice
ulty in establishing close rapport with the res-
pondents. Details on the scope and conduct of
these case studies are given in the "guidelines

to case studies" (see appendix Se)

TALUK CONFERENCE: It has generally been ISST's
practice tﬁat after the analysis of survey data,
Preliminary results are Presented at taluk level
conference which are attended by QOVefﬁment
functionaries, voluntary organisations, social
workers and the beneficiaries. It has not been
possible to organise such a meeting in Tadri

before this study report is presented, since, for
the reasons mentioned earlier, the institute has
not been able to complete the Ieport on market
structure in the project ares and determine the
marketing potential for the increased output of
fish. The two studies are inter~related and it

is only after the marketing study in the August-
October 1985 season is well advanced that the taluk
level conference could be useful, It will then be
possible to present the results of both the studies
in a consistent and meaningful fashion. Meantime,
it is hoped that the findings and recommendations
of this report may be discussed with project

autnorities and concerned government functionaries,
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CHAPTER “IIIL

SURVEY FINDINGS

As has already peen mentioned, the household
Survey was oriented towards a sample of housew
holds, selected randomly, Male and female
adults in the selected households were canvassed
for information on their economic and employment
status, assets and income position and their
awareness and reaction to the Indo-banish
Fisheries Project at Tadri, ~
Since it was not possible to get a complete
picture of each fishing activity and the extent
to which women were involved in it from the res-
pondents in the household survey, in-depth case
studies were undertaken in January 1985. One
case of each activity, e.g., fish vending, drying,
unloading, shell fish collection, partner of
Purse-seine, etc, has been studied in detail
through repeated interviews and participant
Observation, Detailed notes on these cases have
been presented in ;he next chapter, However,
wherever possible, information from these cases
have been used té interpret and illuminat the data
collected from the household survey, The data on
households are presented first, and éubsequently,
information on men and women.

Field investigation in Ankola and Kumta taluks
covered 377 households, out of which 289 were

fishing and 88 were non-fishing. Households were

classified as fishing households when any adult
member was engaged in fishing or fish related
activity for a major part of the Year. Those with
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TABLE NO,

3.1

DISTRIBUTION OF FISHING

& NON-FISHING

HOUSEHOLDS BY CASTE

Caste Fishing Non- Total

House- fishing Households

holds house-

holds
1, Harikant 87 20 107 (28,.4)
2, Gabit 47 01 48 (12.7)
3. Ambilga 47 05 52 (13,8)
4., Konkan Karve 64 03 67 (17.8)
5. Nayak 01 13 14 ( 3.7
6. Naik - 18 18 ( 4,.8)
7. Muslims 42 06 48 (12.7)
8., Scheduled Caste - 01 1 ( 0.3)
¥
9, Others 01 21 22 ( 5.8)
Total 289 88 3717

Note: 1,*Chﬁ@rs include halski gowdas and christians,

2, Flgures in brackets indicate proportion to
total households,

The noticeable predominance of caste hindus amongst

the fishing households in the sample is probably

a reflection of the predominance of nindu £ishing

households in the two taluks,
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Caste plays a significant role in the lives of

the fishermen. The haricants are considered

superior to all other fishing castes followed by
konkan karves, gabits and lastly ambigas. wWhile

the haricants, karves and gabits are engacged in ocean
fishing, the ambigas have traditionally been engaged
in river fishing only., Each caste is also associated
with particular types of craft used for fishing,
While haricants, karves and muslims work on purse-
seines and trawlers, the gabits have traditionally
been working on gillnet boats and ambigas on non-
mechanised traditional crafts, However, all caétes

own traditional bcats, (see Table N0o.3.2)

The haricants and karves who operate with purse-
seiners and trawlers fish during the day while the
gabits who use gill net'boats fish at night. The
former castes hesitate to take to gillnet fishing
because it involves going out into the sea at nicht,.
Similarly, thé ambigas hesitate to take to mechanised
fishing - partly becausc of the larger investment
needed, but partly also because of tradition and

superstition,

ASSET POSITION: An analysis of the sauple reveals
that about 50% of the fishing households do not own
any other property (like land or livestock) besides

boats. Fishermen from these households generally
work as labourers or partners of mechanised boats.

It will be seen from Table that a number of fishing
households from this category however own traditional
boats. The majority of fishermen owning different
types of crafts are in fact partners and it is not
common to find independent owners, especially for
purse-seiners. These partner-ship relations often

cut across castes. Those owning traditional boats

T T T I
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TABLE No.3.2

DISTRIBUTION OF FISHIJG HOUSEHOLDS BY CASTE AND OWNERSHIP OF BOATS

1 2 3 4 5 [ 7
Number of Households Household's Household's Household's Hoaseﬁolds
CASTE household®s| not owning owning Purse-] owning Traw-! owning Gill { owning Tra-
any boat siene boat ler koat net boat ditional boat
only only only only

Harikant a7 53 1 8 1 22
(42.74) {53.33) (29.33)

Gabit 47 15 - 3 17 7
' (12.09) (20.0) (63.0) (9.33)

Ambiga 47 11 1 - - 28
(8.87) (37.33)

Konkan Karve - 64 20 12 1 5 16
(16.13) {60.0) (18.52) (21.33)

Nayak 1 1 - - - -

Muslims 42 23 6 3 4 2
(18.55) (30,0} (20.0) (14.81) (2.66)

Othefs 1 1 - - - -

Total 289 124 20 15 27 75

NOTE:1) Except in column 7, no clear distinction is made between individual owners

and partners,

hence households actually owning boats may be less.

2) Pigures in brackets indicate proportion to total.




DISTRIBUTION OF FISHING HOUSEHOLDS BY CASTE AND OWNERSHIP OF BOATS
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TABELE No.3.2 (Continued)

8 g i0 11 12
Household's | Household's | Household®s | Household's Household®s
owning Purse| owning Traw| owning gill owning Purse| owning Trawler
CASTE -siene and ~ler and net and Tra] ~siene and and Gill net
Traditional | Traditional|{ -ditional Trawler boat| koat
boat boat boat
Harikant 1 - - 1 -
Gabit _ - - 4 - 1
(28.57)
Ambiga 6 ' - 1 - -
(60.0) :
Konkan Karve 2 - 7 1 -
Muslims 1 1 2 - -
(14.28)
Others - - - - -
Total 10 1 14 2 1

NOTE:1) Except in column 7, no clear distinction is made between individual
owners and partners, hence households actually owning boats mav be less.

2) Figures in brackets indicate proportion to total.
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generally work as labourers on mechanised boats
during the busy season and fish on traditional
poats during the monsoons. Ambigas who only use
traditional boats, are mainly engaged in river

fishinge.

TABLE NO.3,3

s

DISTRIBUTION OF BOATS BY TYPE AND ASSET
GROUPS AMON3ST FISHING HOUSEHOLDS

Nunber and type- of~-boat
Purse— | Traw- {G11ll | Tradit-
Adset seine let net ional
boat boat boat | boat
Landless without
animals 17 10 23 64
Landless with
animsls - - 2 4
Mar 1 farme
w?tgéa% :aqima 14 12 16 56
Marginal farmer o - 4
with animals -
8mall farmer . _ _ 1
without animals
Big farmer .
without animals - - 1 1
Total 33 22 42 130

NOTE:; M.F.- Upto 2.50 Acres S.F. 2,51 - 5,00 Acres
B.F.- 5,01 Acres and above.

about 43% of the fishing households are classified
as marginal farmers (Table 3.4),

tnese
households own very small plots of land (less than
half an acre).

However,

It is common among villages located
' !
on the river banks, for fisherfolk to pursueagriculte

ure as a subsidiary occupation.
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TABLE No,.3,.4

DISTRIBUTION OF PISHING HOUSEHOLDS -
BY ASSET (LAND & ANIMALS)

Asset Categories Fishing
households

Landless without animals , 146 (50.52)

Landless with animals 4

Marginal farmers

without animals ‘ 125 (43.25)

Marginal farmers with -

animals : 10

Small farmers without

animals .3

Blg farmers without

animals 1

Total 289

Note: Figures in brackets indicate propprtion
to total,

A majority of the fishing households do not own
livestock. This is so because fodder is difficult
to obtain, It was also reported that the extreme
weather was not suitable for rearing livestock and

that they were susceptible to water-borne diseases,

Besides boats, land and animéls, fishing nets
constitute an important part of the assets of
households. Taking this also into account the
Gistribution of total assets in the Form of boats
and nets, gives broad indication of the resource-
status of fishing households,
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TABLE NO. 3,5

DISTRIBUTION OF SISHING HOUSEHOLDS BY CASTE AND OWNERSHIP OF BOATS

& NETS.

TOTAL HH'S NOT HH'S OWNING HH'S OWNING HH'S OWNING
CASTE NUMBER OWNING BOATS AND BOAT ONLY NETS ONLY
OF HH'S BOATS AND NETS
NETS
HARIKANTH 87 25 62 3 27
(30.10) (62,50} (25,0) (23.0) (33.33)
GABIT 47 . - 47 2 15
(16.286) (18.87) (15,40) (18.52)
AMBIGA 47 4 43 4 7
(16.26) (1C.0) (17.27) (30.76) (8.64)
KONKAN KARVE 64 .3 61 3 15
(22.14) (7.50) (24,40) (23.0) (18,52}
NAYAK - 1 1 - - -
(0.34) (2.50)
MUSLIMS 42 7 35 1 16
: (14.53) (17.50) (14.05) (7.70) (19.75)
OTHERS 1 - 1 - 1
(0.34) (0.40) (1.23)
TOTAL 289 - 40 i 249 13 81
NOTE FIGURES IN BRACKETS INDICATE PROPORTION TO TOTAL.




It will be seen from the table 3.5 that haricants
predominate both among those households owning
boats and nets and those not owning any boat or
net. This could be because 30% of the sample
households are haricants and the high percentage
may only be a consequence of this. However, in
Hitchkad, a number of haricant households owning
small plots of land and engaged in agriculture also
worked as fishing labourers. It was thus not the
case that as a group haricant families were, asset-
wise, better eqguipped than others. Despite the
fact that among households owning boats and nets
only sbout 19% are gabits, it will be seen that all
of the sample gabit households own boats and nets.
Considering the fact that pabits generally own
mechanised boats unlike . the ambigas who own ‘trad-

itional boats, it would appear prima facie that

these households are potentially stronger than

others. We return to this later.

LITERACY LEVELS: Using the highest level of educat-

ion attained by any adult as an index of household

literacy, it was found that a majority of households

have come up to primarv education level {generally
up to class 1IV) only a few households have members
with higher education (Table No.3.6), The literacy
level among fishing households is much lower than

for non-fishing households,

P s
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TABLE NO.3.6

DISTRIBUTION OF FISHING AND NON-FISHING HOUSE ~

- HOLDS BY HIGHEST LREVEL OF EDUCATION OF ADULTS (15+)

I3

Education Fishing Non-fishing
households households
Illiterate 75 (25.95) 18 (20.45)
Primary 149 (51.55) 38 (43.18)
Secondary | 50 (17.30) 17 (19,.32)
Above Secondary 15 ( 5.20) | 15 (17,04)
Total 289 . 88

Notes Figures in brackets indicate proportion to total,

An analysis by highest education level of adult males
and females (table.3,7) reveals that, especially among
the fishing households, while males have had primary
education, most females are illiterates. Women in the
non~fishing households were, somewhat better educated,
but not in comparison with the men of their household,

TABLE NO.3,7

DISTRIBUTION OF FISHING AND NON-FISHING HOQUSE -
HOLDS BY HIGHEST EDUCATION LEVELS OF ADULT
MALES & FEMALES

Fishing Non-fishing

Educational level households Housenolds

M 84 15
Illiterate P 181 32

M 143 37
Primary P 97 40

M 48 16
Secondary 7 7 _ 11
Above M 14 16
Secondary F 4 5
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3414 The fairly high percentage of illiteracy among

females in the fishing housecholds may be attri-

buted to the following factors.

(1)

(ii)

(ii1i)

(iv)

There i1s a well defined system of
division of labour in the fishing house-
holds, The men go out for fishing and
thelr women folk either sell or process
fish. Since nobody is at home, the older
fenale children remain at home to lLook
after the younger ones, rather than
attending school.

Pisherwomen sometimes need help in selling
fish and the older girls are asked to
leave school and accompany their motngers.

Majority of the girls in the age group 10
to 16 belonging to fishing community are
engaged in either fish drying or shell
fish collection to supplement the family's
income and thus, give up school at an
early age.

among the fishing community, it is a common
belief that girls do not require education
like boys as after marriace they are likely
to continue the activities of selling or
arying £ishe

Ap analysis of education levels of women amongst the

fishing castes (table 3.8) reveals that out of the

47 sample ambiga households, 87% of the women wWexre

{1literate. This compares with 58kpex cent for

haricants and 81 per cent for karves, This further

confirms that the ambigas are worse off than the

other fishing-castes.
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TABLE NO:

3.8

DISTRIBUTION OF FISHING AND NON-FISHING HOUSEHCLDS BY CASTE

AND HIGHEST EDUCATION OF ADULT FEMALES

et zom s T T T T T T T T T S T T S e e e e e
ELUCATICON - . FISHING HOUSEHOLDS r NON-FISHING HQUSEHOLLS
’-"""_'"""_“'—""""—""“‘—""—"“"‘—"'——“-"'“—— ——————————— qr’ ——————— [ T T T T e e e e e e e L L T D L I ]
CASTE Illi- |Primary Secon- | Above | Total Ilii~ rPrimary Secen- Above Total
terate dary secon- terate dary secon-
dary dary
1. HARIKANTH 50 32 2 87 10 9 1 - 20
2. GABIT 23 22 - 47 1 - - - 1
3. AMBIGA 41 6 - 47 1 3 1 - 5
4., KaNKAN
KARVE 52 11 1 64 - 2 - 1 3
S. NAYAK . - 1 - - 1 5 3 3 2 13
6. NAIK - - - - 4 9 4 1 18
7. MUSLIM 15 24 1 42 - 5 1 - o)
8. Schedule
Caste - - - - - 1 - - - 1
9. Others - 1 - ~ 1 10 9 1 1 21
TOTAL 181 97 7 4 289 32 40 11 5 g8
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OTHER HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS

Head of the Household: In contrast to the fishina

households of Dakshina Kannada District where

women are true neads of households {in the sense

that they are property owners, principal earners .
of the family and take major decisions) in Uttara
Kannada District, male domination is very much in

evidence, ~

TABLE NO. 3.9

DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY HEAD OF HOUSE
HOLDS - FISHING AND NON-FISHING HOUSEHOLDS

Head of the - Filshing Non-

household , fishina

Male 258 (87.5%) | 76 (88.6%)

Female _ 36 (12.4%) | 12 (13.6%)
| Total B 289 88

Note: Flgures in brackets indicate proportion
to total.

Over 87% of the households among both fishing and

non-fishing categories have males as the nominal heads

of the familly.

Unlike in Dakshina Kannada where women are heads of
household because of the prevalence of the aliya
santhana system, women 1ln Uttara Kannada, are forced
to take 'on the responsibility of managing the house,
due to male out-migration., During the fishing season,
it is common to find fishermen migrating to Goa and
Karwar to work as labourers on mechanised boats., They
return home during the off-season. Though women
manage the day to day affairs, all major decisions are
taken by the men, Another reason for female headed-
ness may be widowhood or separation from husbands.

P s S
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3.16 Size of the household: The average size of the

sample households was 6,8, This is lowag than
the state average of 7.2. As between castes,
family size was lowest for scheduled castes (5,0)
and highest for ambigas (7.6), karves (7.5) and
nayaks (7.5).

TABLE NO,3,10

DISTRIBUTION OF FISHING HOUSEHOLDS BY
CASTE AND AVERAGE SIZE OF HOUSEHQLDS

-

Caste ' : Average silze of
Household
Haricant | 6.6
Gabit | - 549
Ambiga 7.6
Karve 75
Nayak 75
Naik 5.8
Muslims 702
| Schedule Caste 5.0
Others _ _ 565
Total | 6.8

‘There are very few joint families in the project area
and most of them are amongst non-fishing households,
The tendency amongst fishing housholds is to set up

nuclear families, It would thus appear that the



family Planning Programme, introduced foirly recently

in this district has not b

couples have 3 to 4 children.

An analysis of the age di

2&n very successful,

Most

stribution of the population

amongst the households reveals that on an averaqe,

there are about 4 adults and 3 children (under 14 vears)

In every household,

wife living with their children and parents,

GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT:

gainfully employed,
husband and wife go

activities,

However,

basket loads of fish angd walk long distances,

get some fish for daily household

TABLE NO.3,11

consumption,

It is common to find husband and

not all the adults are.
It is generally the case that the
out for fishing and fish relaﬁed
The older woman stays back at home to look

after the children, since she is too old to carry .heavy

The
older man also Stays at home but may taske the canoe and

DISTRIBUTION OF GAINFULLY EMPLOYED ADULTS AMONG

FISHING AND NONFISHING HOUSEHOLDS BY SEX

No. of Fishing households [{Non-fishing housenolde

gainfully

enployed Male FPemale Male Female

adult : i - !
0 22 (7.61) |49 (16,95} |18 (20.45) |28 (31,81)
1 155(53.63) {154(53.28) (36 (40.90) |39 (44,31)
2 63(21.80) | 54(18.68) |16 (18.18) |13 (14.77)
3 37(12.80) | 26(19.00)| 8 ( 9,09) | 6 (6.81)
4 & above 12( 4.15) 6( 2.07) |10 (11.36)| 2 (2.27)

Total 289 289 88 88
Note: Figures in brackets indicate

proportion to total,
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3.18 Census data show that in the rural areas of
Karnataka, the work participation ratios in 1981
were 56.2 per cent for men and 22.6 per cent for

- women. The conresponding ratios for our sample
population were 85.2% for men and 74.4% for
women*, It is generally the case in India that
work participation ratios amona the fishing
community asre higher than in other occupational
groups. In our sample also the work participation
ratios among the fishing households seem to be
highér than for non-fishing households,

TABLE NO,3,12

WORK PARTICIPATION RATIOS AMONG FISHING &
NON-FISHING ROPULATION

-
Fishing Non—~fishing
Population Population
M F M P
Total Adults 512 470 154 144

Total gailnfully : o :
employed adults 445 366 123 91
(86.9) [(77.8) [(79.8) | (63.1)

Note: Figures in paranthesis indicate proportion
to total adults,

3.19 Non-fishing households in the Tadri areahave a lower
participation ratio because besides fishing ana
allied activities,'the only other major activity in
the area is agriculture. This does not provide
enough employment opportunities ﬁo all those seeking

employment, since only one crop is grown, Even so,

Note: * The ratios mentioned above are crude in the
sense that they are based on a simple head-
count. No distinction is made between full
time work and part time work. Persons
engaged in any kind of gainful activity are
considered as workers.



the participation ratios among the non-fishing pop-
ulation i3 much higher than the state average.,

This is because during the agriculture season, it
is difficult to hire labourers since the fishing
activity also is at 1its highest. Hence all family
meiabers of households cultivating land tend to be

engaged in agriculturel work of one kind or another,

It will also be seen from table 3.12 that amongst
both fishing and non-fishing households,male part-
icipation ratios are higher then female work parti-
cipastion ratios. However, two features may be noted,
Pirst, the female work participation ratio is much
higher in fishing households than in the others.”
Secondly, the difference between male and female
participation ratios is less in fishing than in non-
fishing households., This gould be a reflaction
partly of the greater employment opportunities that
the fishing industry offers to women, and partly of
the sheer necessity of women having to take-over the
land based fish activities from men, after the latter
carry out the heavy tasks of catching and landing the
fish,

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES OF FISHERMEN: Men in the fishing

households are engaged mainly in fishing, using

elther thelr own boat, or as partners or labourers on
others boats. Purse-seines, trawlers and gillnets
are the mechanised boats used for ocean fishing whlle

the non-mechanised canoce is used for river fishinge

Purse-seines are too expensive to be owned by
individuals and in the sample population, no one
individual owned a3 purse-seiner by himself*, They
were usually owned by a group of 20-25 partners,

chosen in such a way that they belong either to the

Note: * Individual owners of purse-seiners may be
found in Mangalore, Karwar and Goa. They
hire labourers to fish on their boats.

e = T SR
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same village or to the same caste, This is done
in order to prevent intercaste or inter-village
quarrels and also to instill a sense of solidarity
amongst: tne partners, .
Since a purse.sciner costs apout Rs.6 lakhs, it is
generally bought on credit obtained from a COMINE I -
cial bank. The bank, in order +o have some hold on
these fishermen, insists that they are members of
the local fishermen's co-operative society, Among
these 20 partners, one person is called the Chief
Partner., About 25% of the total value has to be
paid as deposit by the artners, and a major share
of this is psid by the Chief Partner. He is also
responsible for the maintenance of the boat and far
meeting the expenses on diesel, food, etc,

A trawler costs about Rs,1.5 lakh and may be owned
by one or more individuals. Trawlers are operated
by about four people who may eilther be partners or
an owner and labourers. Trawler partners also tengd
to belong either to the same village and/or same
caste, Glllnets are almost always owned by gabits,
It costs about R5,35,000/- and is generally owned
by 2 perséns who are related to each other and are
also from the same village., It is operated by 4-5
people. The labourers alsc are gabits generally
from the same village,

Purse-seiners and trawlers fish during the day. They

leave by about 5,30 or 6,00 in the morning and return
by 4.30 PM, A Purse-seiner needs only one net which
is also owned by the partners. A trawler needs about
2 nets, each of which is about 800-1000 metres long,
These nets are also owned by the individual partners
owning the boat, Gillnet boats, on the other hand
are taken out for fishing at night and need about

40 nets. The owner usually takes about 20 nets with
him. Unlike in the case of purse-seiners and thne
trawlers, the labourers on 3 gillnet boat are allowed

to take five nets esch: ang the catch is kept Sepw
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arately aﬁd is also sold separately by them.

For a pursenseinér, whose catches consist of
mackeral and oil sardines, the peak ftishing season
is between August and December. On a 'good' day,

a purse-seine is able to get about 3,500 Kgs of oil
sardines and about 45,000 pieces of mackerel; and
on a lean day, about 500 Kgs and less than 5,000
pleces of mackerel,

The peak fishing segson for a trawler is between
Septeﬁber and Jamiary., Prawns is the major catch
together with pomphret and mixed small fish, The
prawn catch varies from 200 Kgs on a ‘'good' day to
30 Kgs on a ‘bad' day.

Gillnets mainly fetch seer fish, cat fish .ghark
and pomphrets are also caught by these nets. The
season for a gillnet starts from Septenber and
continues until December., January is<not a very
good month, but the yield again picks up in February
and continues until April/May. The catch is as high

as 200 Kgs {(seer fish) on a good day and as low as
20 Kgs on a lean daye

During the fishing season, the purse-seiners and
trawlers land at a centre where a good price is
bﬁfered, be it Karwar or "Tadri or Honnavar., However,
during the lean season, they land in their own village
or in the nearest landing centre since good price is
available here. Also since the size of the catch is
small, it would not be profitable to go to a distant
landing centre which involves high diesel costs and
so on. Most gillnets land during the season at Keni

which is the biggest landing centre for gillnets in

Karnataka, During the off season, they land at Keni,
Kumta and Tadri landing centres.
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During the monsoons, fishing in the sea is prohibited.
Even those who migrate to other areas during the
season} return home dufing the monsoons. Since . all most
all households own at least cone canoe, river fishing is
undertsaken during this period. It will be seen from
Table 3.13 that about 71% of the fishermen are engaged
in fishing on traditional boat. The high percentage can
be attributed to fishing during monsoon and the f£act
that among the amblgas, i1t is the major occupation
throughout the year. Apart from this, some fmen are

also engaged in making or repairing nets. Since this

is a home-bound activity, it can be taken up during

the monsoons.

It will be seen from Table 3.13 that about 19.5% of
the men work as agricultural labourers. Since no
distinction is made between fishermen and others here,
it may be mentioned that a majority of those engaged
in this work would be from the non-fishing castes.
However, some fishermen from the ambiga caste
(especially those living in Mirjan village) and

a few haricants work as agricultural labourers

during the fishing off-season.

The duration of employment and income earned by
fishermen from different sources will be discussed

later.
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DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLE POPULATION BY
ACTIVITY & SEX

ACTIVITY MALE FEMALE
Unloading fish 6 24 (5,25)
Loading fish to truck 6 20 (4,37
Drying fish 27 215 (47.04)
Curing fish 1 90 (19.69)
Aszigiﬁga?diéihto door) 2 197 (43.10)
Fish trade at market 2 220.(4§.14)
Shell fish collection 36 (6,33) 101 (22,10)
Net making 233 (41.02) 121 (26.47)
Net repairing 213 (37.50) 128 (28,00)
Fishing on traditional boat 336 {(59.15) -
Fishing on. mechanised boat . 217 (38,20) -
Cultivator 95 (16,72) 68 (14.87)
Agriculture labour 111 (19.54) 109 (23,85)
Agriculiure Supervision 13 3
Fishing labourer 98 (17.25) 3

Total Gainfully employed 568 457

NOTE: 1) Figures in brackets indicate proportion to
total gainfully employed adult malé/female

population, .
2) The percentages do not add up to 100

because a single man/woman may be
engaged in more than one activity

and will figure in more than one

Iow,
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES OF FISHER WOMEN: We now turn

to the emplayment pétﬁern of the fisher women, A ,
large number of women are engaged in fish vending, V///
elther at the fish market or from door to door in w//
the village (Table 3.13). They generally sell fresh
fish, either brought by their husbands in their own

boat or bought by them in auctions. As mentioned

earlier, the type of fish caught depends on the type
of craft used, The kind of fish that the women
peddlars buy, the price at which they sell, and the
place of selling are determined by many different
factors like time of landing, transport facilities
avallable to them and so on, Since different crafts
land at different times, the pattern of:disposal is
also differents We shall therefore discuss separately
the pattern of disposal of fish from different crafts,

Purse-seine and Trawler catch: The peak fishing season

for purse-seines and trawlers is between the months of
September and January. During this period, the place
of landing is decided by the fishermen in consultation
with fishermen from other villages, The governing
consideration is usually the price offered for differ-
ent varieties of fish at a given landing centre,
Therefore, even if fishermen of a given village owned
purse-seiners or trawlers, they would not land in the
village, but elsewhere. Consequently, the women of

the village who sell fish would have to go to the
nesrest landing centre or the wholesale market and -
buy fish from other boat owners in an auction. During P

8 good fishing season, women fish wendors get their_/j

fish from either of the following sources, e
(a) partners on a purse-seine are entitled to ;
a certain amount of fish from the daily catch;

this is sold by their wives,

(b) Wholesaler who purchases large quantities from
boat owners sells in open auction, to the women
peddlers, ~
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A group of women, génerally from the same village

and caste, bid for a certain number of baskets of
fish and buy it as a group from the wholesaler.

Later, depending on the amount of money with each,

the f£ish is distributed amongst members of the groupe
Each fisherwoman purchases about 10 - 20 Kgs of oil
sardines per day, (the purchase price would be 75 paise
per Kg) and about 80 pieces of mackerel costing

about Rs.30/- - Rs,40/- per day,

Prawns, which are the main catch of a Ttrawler, are
sold only to processing companies, and women do not
get to sell prawns at all., However, sone women,”
find it lucrative during the peak prawn season to
sell very small prawns which are used for local
consumption. These prawns ebe caught by small nets
in the river and are genexally brought . by young
boys.

Apart f£from prawns, a trawler also gets mixed fish,
both edible and non~edible like crab, banagu, dodi,
pachu, samdalli, small pomphréts, silver fish and so
on. These are separated and sold by the boat owners

in auction to women vendors in small quantities.

During the lean season; purse-seiners are also used
for trawling and a major portion of the catch is mixed
fish. As mentioned earlier, these boats then land
either in the same village (if landing facilities are
avallable) or in the nearest landing centres, from

where women pick up their lots in auction.

The fish that women vendors obtain arc generally of
good quality and cost more., Damaged fish may also be

bought by themn, but for a lower price; they are generally

not sold fresh but salted/dried and sold as dried fish,

o,
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However, in the case of mixed fish there is no cert-

ainity that the women will get good fish at once,

Even after reaching the landing centre, they often_
wait for 3-4 hours ' before tney get their fish., They
prefer the larger and undamaged fish, which may cost
more but fetch a good price. The fish that the women
peddlars purchase depends on the time of landing as
well as the quality of fish, If the fish is landed
between 3,30 and 5 PM, then they can take it to
distant markets to sell, But, 1f the landing is late
in the evening, i.e. after 6,30 PM or 7 PM, they would
obviously not be able to go to distant market. Hence
they would buy the fish only if it could be well
presar&ed until next morning with ice,
The price {purchase of fish at the landing centre)
depends on the size of fish, state of freshness and
gquantity landed, On days when large quantities are
landed, fish is available at a lower price than on
days when landings are meagre. When the landings are
meagre and the price of fish is high (say over Rs.40/=~
for a basket of mackerels) then, the women do not buy
fish at all from the wbholesalers,

Peak season sales: The place wnere women sell fish

depends to a large extent on the location of their
residence, and the time and place of fish landing.

A8 already mentioned, the place of landing varies
during the peak and oif seasons. During the peak
season, 1f the boats land sround 4 PM, then the women
go to distant markets like Kumta and Ankola where they
can get a good price, Women from villége around Tadri
come to Tadri by boat, buy fish, take 1t back on a

boat to their village and then take a bus to Kumta,

In the villages in Ankola taluk that are closer to
Karwar, the women go to Karwar by boat to buy fish
and then take fish to Ankola, either by bus or in a
tempo., It is not always possible for women to take

fish in a bus since the conductor does not allow them
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to take fish in the bus on the ground that it causes
discomfort to other passengers., Apart from paying

the fare, most of the time the women have to bribe

both the driver and conductor before the fish basket

is loaded on the bustop. When large quantities of fish
are purchssed by women, they usually hire a tempo and
the expenses are shared by the women,

At Kumta and Ankola, the corporation has constructed
a. fish market which‘the women can use. However, in
Kunta, no such facility is provided and women have to
sit on the roadside to sell fish., After selling the
fish, the women return home by boat or bus,

If the catch arrives late in the evening, then the
women go to nearby markets, say 2 or 3 Kms within
walking distance or may sell it in the village itself,
The price offered in these markets will be much less
than in the distant markets of Kumta or Ankola,

Sometimes, the women are not able to sell all the fish,
especially when the catch arrives late. On such days,
they_are forced to bring it back home, dry it the next
day and sell it later. There are no facilities for
storing fish. The income she earns from selling this
dried fish would be much less than what she would

have earned from selling it as fresh fish.

Off 8eason: Since the boats land in the village itself

Or in the nearest landing centre, women do not have to
go very far to buy fish, If members of a villace own

4 purse-seiner and a trawler and land the boats in the
same village, then their womenfolk sell the fish,
However, if they land the boats in other villages, then
the mixed fish is separated and sold in auctions.

Where the women go to sell the fish is a
by the time of landing,

galn determined
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It is possible that on a number of days, in the off
Season when the price of fish is high, women who have
to buy fish from boat owners do not go to sell fish
at all. They cannot afford to invest so much money
when they are not sure of making good the amount. On
such days, they prefer to stay back or take up some
other activity,

Gillpet Catch: As earlier mentioned, Keni is one of

the'biggest landing centres for gillnetters and dur ing

the peak season it sttracts a number of gillnetters,
Gillnets, unlike Purserselners, are owned by individ~

uals and/or by two partners. The Karnataka Fish: Mark-
eting Federation has an office at Keni and arranges

for marketing of all fish landed there, apart from

providing ,diesel to boatowners, However, the Feder-

ation pays the boat owners only after it receives money
from its clients and this generally takes at least one week.

In order to meet the day to day expenses of food, diesel

etc., the boat owners (ana labourers who are entitled
to take their nets and keep the share) keep a portion
of the daily catch aside. This fish is taken by the

women and generally sold in Ankola f£ish market. The

quantity of fish taken by the women to sell in ankola
depends on the amount bf money required by the nousehold
©n a given day. It is also a fact that fish sold in

the markets fetch a higher price than what is paid by
the Federation. Fish caught by gillnets are expensive
and also move very fast in the market,

The boats land in the morning between 8,30 apnd 10 aAM,
Women get together and leave for the market around

10 AM; they walk up to Ankola which is about 2 Kms,
from Keni, In a matter of three hours they are able
to sell about 10 Kgs of seer fish, pomphrets, shark,
crabs or cat fish., When large quantities of fish
have to be transported, auto-rickshaws are used,
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Off Season: During the lean scason, gillnetters

land fish at Keni, Kumta and Tadri., It should also

be mentioned that the Federation pulls out of Keni

during the off season,

Hence the subply of diesel

at Keni is cut-off and boat owners have to procure

diesel from Ankola. Since they do not always have

enough money to purchase the required smount of

diesel, they borrow or
wholesalers at Ankola,
to sell their catch to
decided by the latter.
dailly expenses, a part

sale by the women. As

take an advance from the

Boat owners are then forced
these wholesalers at a price
Again, in order to meet other
of the catch is retained for

regards the boats landing at

Kumta and Tadri, if supplies are large, part s sold

to wholesale merchants
Kumta and Gokarna fish

Traditional boats: These are operated throughout the

and the rest by the women at
markets,

year and the catch (which does not exceed $5Kgs per
day) are sold by the women either in the same village

or in other markets close to the village. Sometimes,
wholesalers or commission agents ceme to the landing

centres in the villages (especially Mirjan) and buy
fish from the boat owners, If, however, the size of

the catch is small, women go to the nearest fish

market to buy fish from wholesalers, If large quant-

ities of fish have to pe transported, a group of womnen

hire a metador to go to the market and the expenses

are shared. while returning from the market, however ¢

they walk or take a bus depending on the market they

go to, If the women cannot sell all the fish on the
Ssame day, they bring it home, dry it and use it for

thelr own consumption or for latersale.

Drying Fish:
As shown in Table 3,13,

some of the other activities

that fisher women are engaged in are drying fish, net
making/repairing and shell collection. aAbout 47% of
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the women were engaged in drying fLish, Some women dry
£ish in front of their homes while some work for a
wage in drying sheds. Women vendors who cannot sell
fresh fish on a given day have no alternative other than
bringing back the fish to be salted and dried around
the house. Dried fish, when not consumed by the family
is s0ld in the market on days when fresh fish are scarce

and on during the off season,

There are some fisherwomen who work as labourers in
drying sheds which are situated at the landing centres,
Among the sample villages, very few apart from Tadri,
had drying sﬁeds. In Tadri, there were about 100 sheds

~at the landing centre, which were taken on rent or on

lease by fishermen and/or commission agents. The _
vwners buy trash and mixed fish from the boat owners,
and this is dried and sold to other commissicon agents
Or wholesalers. Such fish is mainly used for chicken
feed. Each shed employs about 8 people, five men and
three women. They are required to work for about

16 hours a day, all the while in hot sun, turning and
drying fish., They are paid a monthly wage of Rs.180/~
excluding 2 cups of tea per day° The labourers are
required to transport fish from the boat/landing
centre to the shed; dry fish, put it into sacks, seal
them and load them onto trucks, Apart from the salary,
the labourers are not entitled to any other benefits,
During the monsoons, the shed owner pays them an
advance to meet their off season expenses., Therefore,

the labourers are obligated to come back to the same
employer.,

Net making/repairing is taken Up as 'a major activity

by  some women, mostly muslim women, and as a supplem-~
entary activity during the off Season by Many cthers,

Since this is a home bound activity many muslim women
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have started weaving nets, mainly trawler nets. They
get the orders from boat owners, who give the required
nylon thread (26 Kgs) and pay an advance of RS.25/w.
It usually takes three months for an individual to
weave a trawl net. A net which is about 370 webs
breadth - wise and 200 webs lengthwise, is woven anad
10-12 such pieces are joined to make one trawl net,

The wages paid for making one trawl net is RS.400/~

Net making is a very tedious, strenuous job involving
about 8 hours of work everydav. During the monsqons,
fisherwomen repair nets which their husbands take out
for fishing during the season. This activity is
generally not done for a wage.,

Shell collection: Shell fish collection is one of

the major occupations of fisherwomen residing near the
Aganashini and Gangavali rivers. Women gerperally
colledt shells in the late afternoon, and evenings,

when the tide is at its lowest, Sometimes, there is
hardly any water and the women are able to pick up
shells very easily, However, at obher times, the
water may be about walst high, they have to dip their
head into the water to collect the shells. A group
of women go in a boat, et off the boat to collect
shells, and after the day% work get back by boat to
the village., The women generally sell these shellfish
either in the same village or in Kumta or Ankola
markets, Oceasionally when large quantities of shell
fish are available, commission agents may take a

truck to the village, collect the fish for sale in
SirSio

If the women collect small quantitigs, they go by foot
to nearby markets, but if they get large gquantities,

e e e e
= . . X X
B S e T _ o . : A . S )
n e e e e e - X X C e . E
—_ - - B . . . -



: 60

they take a tempo and go to either of the two main
markets at Kumta and Ankola. If women go to fetch
shells again in the evening, they are not able o
go to distant markets. They either sell it locally
or keep it until the next day. When they leave
early, go to distant markets and sell them. Some
women, who do not go to collect shells, buy from

other women and go to Kumta or Ankola to sell them.

Each woman is able to collect about 8-10 Kolagas or

a little more than a kilo, There are two varieties
0f shell fish - the white and the black., Normally,
the meat is removed from the shell, placed in water
and sold. While the Superior variety of white shells
fetches Rs.2/- per 100 (roughly 1 Kilo), the black
variety fetches 50 - 75 paise per 100,

Unlike other fish, shell fish is not bought by everye-
body. Therefore, women going to sell shell fish
Spend atleast 5~6 hours to sell about 5 kilos,

Till about four or five years agqo, this was a good
source of income to fisherwomen. But since then,
contractors supplying lile factories with the shells
have found this a lucrative business and have taken
to shell collection s large scale, thus depriving

many fishing households their employment and income,

Agriculture: about 24% of the women in the sample

were working as agricultural labourers, Amengst the
fishing castes, only the ambigas and a few haricants
were in this occupatione. Agricultural employment is

available between June and August when women do the

sowling and transplanting. They get employment for
about 2 months and are paid Rs.7/- per day.
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Duration of works: Fishing is a seasonal activity which

is taken up during the months of September - May, With-
in this periéd there are certain peak periods for certain
types of crafts and certain varieties of fish., A normal
fishing season lasts for 8«9 months. In the peak fishing
months of the seascon, fishermen may go out to sea on

all days, whereas in other months, fishing may be under-
taken for 15-20 days only.

As mentioned earlier, most flsherwomen are engaged in
selling, drying fish and other fish allied activities.
Since their employment depends on the fishing activity
of the men, women are also engaged for about 8~9 months
in a year and about 15-20 days in a month.

TABLE NO, 3.14

DISTRIBUTION OF GAINFULLY EMPLOYED ADULTS BY
NUMBER OF MONTHS AXND DAYS EMPLOYED

Number of days employed

No, of '
months Upto 10 11 - 20 21 - 30 Total
employed days days days

M B M F M F ‘M P
Upto 3 01 5 2 15 2. 16 5 36
months (20) (13)] (40) (41) (40) (44)
3,1 - 6 - 7 a5 46 38 37 73 90
months (7)1 (48) (16} (52) (24)
6.1 = 9 - 6 £180) 176 | 119 70 299 252
months (2)| (60) {61)| (40) (46)
9,1 - 12 - = | 87 50104 29 [191 79
months (45) (17)((54) (19)

Note: Figures in paranthesis indicate perceatage to
total,

Income Levels: It 1s difficult to estimate the income

of the fishing population since this depends vitally
on the fish catch, However, an attempt has been made to
arrive at the asproximate range of income for each of

the activities (Table 3.15) based on information bbtained
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from respondents and slso from observation,

These calcdulations are based on data provided by
households and others on duration of work, the

range of daily catch for different types of crafg,
types of fish caught and prices at auctions or

local markets. Additional data likely to becaome
avalilable from the daily record of landings currently
being done for the marketing survey could be of use
later for referring these sstimates. Income estimates
given below are "net" of daily operational expenses
involved bs well as loan repayments by boat owners or
partners; but not net of food expenses pald on boat
by labourers on purse-seines or trawlers, Further,
these income calculations do not include the value of
fish retained by fishing houscholds for own consumpt-
ion, or éf coconuts etc., retained by fishing and non-
fishing households,

TABLE NO.3.15

RANGE OF INCOME (NET) FOR DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES

Activity period Male Female
1 2 3 4

1. Chief partner on per Rs.,15,000 to
Purse-seine season|Rs.25, 000

2, *{a) Labourer on per RS. 450 to
purse-selne month |Rs. 500

*%(b) Labourer on per RS, 50 to
purse-~seine day Rs. 130

3. Individual Trawler pPer R5.12,000 +to
owner ' season|Rs.15,000
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Activity period Male Female
1 2 3 4
4, Partner on Trawler Per Rs. 8,000 to
' season|Rs.10,000
5. * {(a) Labourer per RS, 450 to
on trawler month | Rs. 500
*% (b) Labourer on per Rs. 60 to
trawler day RS, 80
6, Individual gillnet | per Rs.10,000 to
“owner season| Rs. 15,000
7. Partner on per Rs. 7,000 to ’
Gill net season|Rs. 10,000
8. Traditional boat per s [Rs. 4,000 to
owner season|Rs. 6,000
9. Net making per RS. 350 to R5.350/ to
for one net seasoniRs., 500 Rs.500 per
net
10, Unloading f£ish per Rs. 20 to Rs, 10 to
day Rs. 30 Rs. 15
11, Labourer in drying per RS, 15 + Rs. 6 +
- yard day Tea Tea
1%, Shell fish collec- | per RS. 6 to
tion day Rs. 10
13. Fresh fish vending
a) Own catch-25 kgs per Rs. 40 to
day Rs. 80
b} Other boats-25 kgs| per Rs. 20 to
. day Rs. 30
14, Dry fish vending ‘
a) Own catch-2% kgs per Rs. 3% to
day Rs. 70
b} Other boats-25 kgs per Rs. 20 to
day Rs. 30
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Activity period Male Female

—— - 7 - o 5 . 7}

15) Salted dry fish

vending
a) Own caten-25 kgs per Rs. 45 to
day RS e 90
b) Other boats-25 kgs por Rs. 35 to
: day RS 70
16) agricultural per Rs. 6 to
labourers day Rs. 8

NOTE: * Labourer earning monthly wage.

**% Lapourer earning a snare of the totsl
value of catch
Despite the long hours and strenuous work put in by the
fisherwomen, nearly 85% of them earn only R,4000/- and
below per annum (tabhle no,3.16) ., The income of fishermen,

however, is much higher than that of the women.

TABLE No,3.16
{See also Table & = 26 )

DISTRIBUT1ION OF SAMPLE POPULATION BY SEX
AND ANNUAL INCOME FROM FISHING

Annual Incéme (Rs) Male Female Total
Upto 500 15 43 58
501 to 1000 17 40 57
1001 to 2000 ‘ 72 80 152
2001 to 3000 ) 106 102 - 208
3001 to 4000 81 93 174
4001 to 5000 ' 35 40 135

15001 and above 151 27 178
Total 537 425 962
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i 3.46 INDEBTEDNESS3:, A breakdown of households according
to indebtedness)is given in Table 3.17. Over 50 perx

cent of the households did not repay any debt; of

the remaining, the majority owed less than ks, 5,000,
Fishing households having debts in excess of Rse 10,000
were mainly tnose owning méchanized poats. In order

to obtain loans from commercial banks for the purchsse
of such boats, boat owners have to make an initial
deposit of 25% of the total value of the boat. Quite
frequently, they borrow this amount from commission
agents or processing companies, against comnitments

of delivery of fish at a later date on agreed terms.,

-

TABLE NO, 3.17

DISTRIBUTLON OF FISHING AND NON-#ISHING
HOUSEHOLDS BY INDEBTEDNESS

INDEBTEDNESS ~ FISHING NON-FISHING TOTAL
Not reported 19 02 21
No debt 125 h58 183
Upto Rs,500/~ 19 08 27
501 - 1000 14 01 15
1001 - 3000 23 15 38
3001 - 5000 21 01 22
5001 - 7000 02 . 02
7001 ~ 10000 11 - 11
10000 & above a7 02 49
Not applicable 08 01 09
Total ' 289 88 377

- N e e e e S o~ N o~ - P
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3,47 About 8 per cent of fishing households have debts
between R,1,000 and 8,3,000, These consist mainly of

labourers on mecnanized boats, who are indebted to the
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boat owners from whom they borrow small amounts to
meet tneir dally expenses, both on the boat during

the fisning season and on land in the off-season.

Here also, such indebtedness implies a comonltment

to work £or the concerned boat owner at pre-determined

wages,

In general, non-fisning housecholds hzad borrowed less
than the fisning housenolds, This was partly because

of the very limited investment tnat these householdas
made on land improvement, acquisition of drougnt
animals or farm implements..As already observed,
agriculture is not practiced intensively in this area;
nor were there any other occupations outside of fishing

that called for .sub stantial investment.

Even though some of tne non-fishiue households owned
sizeable areas of land (5 to 10 acres), income from

agriculture is limited in this area because only one
crop of paddy ana pulses is grown. These households
supplement their income either through leasing their
land out for prawn = culture in the slack season, or
through partnersnic in a mechnanised boat. Save for s
few young men, male members of these households are

not engaged in any fishing or [lsh-related activity.
However, cultivation ana leasing of land together yiela
enough income for toaem to avoid getting deeply into
debt.

A few women in the project area have borrowed under the
Integrated Rural Development Procramme (¥RDP), But

this is not very considerable and makes only & marginal
aifference to household indebtedness., 1t was also
repcorted that these women had found it difficult to
repay the loans as the averace fish catch has been

diminishing over the years.
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3,

The main reason for fisnino households beins in cebt
even during a good season is tiat (a) the concent of
saving is lecking among them and (b) a large portion
of the men's income is spent on liquor. 45 will be
discussed later, male alcoholisiv i a major vroblem

in fishing nouseholds, both in this area and elsewhere
in Karnataka. Their attitude is to spend money vhen
they have enough and be content with even one meal

a day vhen there is not enough, '

3,52 CONSUMPTION, OF FISH BY HOUSEHOLDS IN THz PROJECT AREAS-

Except brahmins who are not fish eaters 511 other
castes consume almost any fish that is available.
Muslims, however, prefer quality fish like seer ana
pomphret., Fishing and non-fishing housecholds residina
in villages have easy access to fish. Usually irech
fish, kept aside by the women before sale, or .brought
by other family members from the river using small
nets or by the fishermen from the daily catch, 1is
consumed by the family. Non-fishing castes, also get
their daily reguirement of fish from the local fish
vendors - either for monev (at a low orice) or in
exchange for other goods, Some non-fishing nouseholis
also use small nets to catch fish from the river.

When fresh fish 1s not available, dried fish is

consumed,

Some households in the villages responded that f£ish
consumption would not Varz with an increase in fish
availabilitye & few mentioned that they would sell

all the £ish caught or purchased L1f a good price was
offered, without keeping anything aside for househola
consumption. Conversely, waen ths dguantity of £ish
caught or purchased for sale is very low, theh, housec-
hold consumption would increase as it would not be

worthwhile to carry a small headlocad for sale. The

A
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point to be noted is the consumption of fish by
both fishing and non-fishing households in the
villages 1is usually not affected by a change in

the avallsbility and consquently the price of fish.
These variastions would only affect those residing

in towns and cities,

HOUS ING CONDITION: Fisherfolk who live close to the
seashore br river for reasons of convenience tend

to have dwellings which are less well-built,are

always at disadvantage in having a good house than those
of non~ fishing housenolas. It is common to find

tishing housenolds belonging to a particular communti ty
in groups. Majority of fishing households are kutcha
constructions with thatched or tiled roof snd walls

constructed with locally available pricks with mud.

s Mudflooring is more common than-gémeht'flooxing.-

3.55

" In villayes like Aganashini, Mirjan, Betkuli, Gangavali,

Hichkad etc; fisning households living close to
river shore were afraid of flooding in the monsoon
season, which sometimes compelled them to shift

to & safer place temporarily,

The janatha housing scheme has benefitted mainly
those who are influential or well related in the
majority of the villages. Most of the poor house-
holds felt that the amount given for construction
under tne scheme was not sufficient, as there
was no money left for wooden reapers, doors or
windows. There were also instances of misuse of
funds sanctioned for janatha housing by some

fishermen, thus depriving the needy ones,

The non-fishing households engaged mainly in agri-
culture activities had better houses with pucca
tiled roof with cement floor and walls with bricks.
These households were adjacent to their land or
much inside the village, ana generally unafiected
by floods,
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Bathroom and Tollet: For the majority of fishing

households a temporary thatched area in tne backysrd
serves as a bathroom, and most of the fishing house-
holds had not constructed toilets as they dia not
find the necessity for it. Fishing households who
are exposed to the threat of floods during monsoon
season, couldrhotatford to construct toilet as

they were not sure of retaining it when they moved

to Bafer places.

Drinking water: Most of the housenolds surveyed

complained that no proper facilities for drinking
water were available to them during summer ox ;?iny
season. Water in wells existing near their houses

was salty and not fit forluSe, except for washing
purposes. To avold the problem of saline watexg,
borewells had to be dug quite far from fishing house-
holds and it was not uncommon for fisherwomen and
thelr children woring to spend consliderable time

in fetching drinking water,

Electricity: Even though the majority of the villages

had electricity it was uncommon tce find electricity
in most of the filshing households., The common reasons
given for this was that they were unzable to pay

the deposit for getting power or that they could

not afford the monthly recurring expendaiture. Many
fishermen felt the programme of Bhagyajyothi single-
lamp scheme should be introduced by the Government.

3,60 “CHILD CARE CENTRES: Both Kumta and Ankola taluks are

covered by thetlﬁtegrated Child pevelopment Scheme
(ICDS) and almost all the villages have anganwadis,
Each centre has enrolled 60 to 80 children in the
3-6 age group, from both fishing and non-fishing
households. The anyanwadis are doihg a falrly good
job and are able to instil a sense of hyglene among
the mothers. When que=ztioned women from both fishing

and non-fishing households responded that they have

N
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benefitted from the anganwadi centres as the ¢nildren
are looked ‘after when they go out for work and are

)
provided immunisation,

However, there were also complaints that food is

not provided to children daily, and about long
absence of anganwadi workers as well as discri-
mination against lower caste children, Food provideg
in these anganwadi centres consisted mainly of
beaten rice, rice, ground nuts, pulses and other

- Preparations of rice, Energy food which was supposed

to be admiﬂistered at the anganwadi centres to
severly malmourished children are not given at all,
Consequently, malmourished cnildren downot receive
the additional nutrition that they require.

Availability of the services of lady health visitor
(LHV) ana awxiliary nurse midwife (ANM) was reported
to be regqular, a majority of fisherwomen felt that
LHV/ANM should be broviced with more medicines for
tréatment of minor sickness, so that they need not
have to Spend money on transportation and consul-
tation charges,

CHILDBEN‘S;EQHCQIIQQ; In general fishing households

had 8 very low literacy rate and parents did not
think that giving more education to chlldren means
better employment opportunities. Very few villages
had schools upto 7th standard and most of these
schools had a single teacher looking after all

the classes, In some villages children had to walk
2 to 3 kms to attend school and parents are not
ready to incur the extra expenditure on transport
and food, Most of the boys and girls drop out of
school to help thelr parents in fishing activities
and also to earn exXtra income for the family. Boys
who are trained in SKills of fishing go with their
fathers for tishing on river and Sometimes on their

own. Girls dccompany * their mothers for marketing




of fish, Shell fish collection, firewooa collection
or look after younger children at home when parents
go out for work: Children have to go to taluk head-
quarters to study for high school and college, and
this also comes in the way of thelr continuing for

higher studies.

3.64 HEALTH: The general health standard of fishing house-

3,66

holds is good, perhaps for the reason that they are
able to consume fish for both meals., There does not
seem to be any serious ailment anondg the fishing
community connected fishing and allied activities.
in most of the villages it was reported that water
porne diseases like cholera are prevalent during

the MONsSoon Seasonl.

The PHU/PHCs are situated far away from most of tnese
villages and the fisnerwomen felt tnat service
in govermment hospitals is not good. They complain

that doctors are not available so that repeat visits

hecame hecessary, and that doctors at these hospitals

take money instead giving free meaicines. Thece
hospitals are situated quite far from their villayges
and - during a good fishing season they are unable to
find the time to travel long distances for this

purpose.

Many felt that instead of spending on transport for

going to the government hospital they can as well

spend the sasme amount by going to 3 private clinic

situated closer to thelr homes.

Family Planning: It was common to fingd fisherwomen

who had undergone tubectomy after the birth of 5

to 6 children. Fisherwomen felt that it was good

to have many children as thelr work benefits from
help from children. The concept of a small family
is not yet widely accepted eventhough they are
aware of the benefits of it. It was also common, to
find women delivering at home as it is theilr tra-

ditional practice. aged local mid wives within
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.. or outside the village deliver the child and
also look after the pregnant women well ; hence
they felt that it is easy to deliver at home
than go to the hospital, which is expensive.

.3.68 QLéOBBﬁiﬁM} It was common to find "arrack" shop
inside or outside the village within 1 or 2 kms
distance. Goa fenny smuggled into this coastal

area 1ls the most sought after liquor among fishermen.

3.69 Fishermen did not hesitate to say that they
drink liquor daily but the amount they spend
on liqﬁor is not revealed, They argue that
fishing is a tiresome and strenous work and
they have to drink liquor to overcome the phy-~
sical strain. This may be true to some extent
but the amount they spend on liquor was always
far in excess than required, thus depriving
their family. of good food and other facilities.

3.70 It was revealed by an arrack shop owner that
ambigas and harikants drink more of country
liquor, konkan karve and gabit more of goa fenny
and other liguor. The owner said that during.
good fishing season he sells more liquor and

gets maximum commission.

3.7 Ambigas who go fishing on the river in their
traditional boats also drink when they go out n&in
for work. If they get a good fish catch, then
they come back and drink more liquor. Many fisher-
men sald that they consume more fenny since it
is cheaper than local liquor which costs Rs.3.40

per 100 mls,

3.72 . AWARENESS OF-THE PROJECT : Questions relating to
the IDFP were addressed to male and female members

of both the fishing and non-fishing housenolds.
Information sought from tne respondents related
to their awareness of the project and of the

likely benefits tast will accrue to them.
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TABLE NO. 3.18

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS IN FISHING AND NON-~FISHING
HOUSEHOLDS ABOUT AWARENESS OF -INDO-DANISH FISHERIES

PROJECT
ARE YOU AWARE OF I.D.F.P
SEA
Yes : No Total
Fishing M ' 144 145 289
Households (49,82) (50.18)
P ) . 63 226 289
{21.80) (78.20)
Non-fisnhing M 22 66 88
Households (25,0} {75.0)
F ‘ 9 79 88
(10,22) (89.78)

NOTE: Figures in brackets indicate proportion
: to total.

As will be seen from Table 3,18 that awareness.
about the project is naturally greater among the
fiéhing households and within households, among
males more than the females. Even so, only 50% of
the men and 22%lof the women in the fishing house-
holds in the project area knew‘anything about the
preject. The level of awareness was greater among
men for the reason that they visit the landing
centre at Tadri more often than the women.Likewise
women residing . in Tadri, Moodangi, Aganashini and
other villages and hamlets around Tadri knew about
the pfoject because they visit the Tadri landing
centre elither to purchase fish or to work as labourers.
Since the construction of the harbour is in progress
and the offices of the project is situated in Tadri,
those coming to Tadri became aware of the IDFP,
because it was visible. In many households male

members of the fawily who were aware ob the project
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did not think it necessary to inform the women in

the house about the project, since they thought it

would not help them in any way.

In most of the villages, it was therefore necessary

for the ISST team during 1lts group discussions to
explain the project in detail to the fishing community.
This has doubtless enlarged the extent of popular
knowledge of the project in the areal

However, awareness of the project, did not necessarily

mean a detailed knowledge of the entire scheme

(Table 3,19). Many of these respondents were aware

of the construction of the harbour ;

andg also thét

boats would be distributed. But the requiremént that

all applications for bhoats had to be submitted to

the local co-operative society was not generally

known. Nor was it fully avppreciated that the project

- aimed at introducing improved metnods of fishing.

Very few people Kknew about the resettlement programme

or for whom it was intended,
to f£ind,

It was very difficult

in the sample villiges fishermen or women

who were knowledgeable about the entire project.

TABLE No,

3.

19

DYISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS IN FISHING AND NON-

FISHING HOUSEHOLDS ABOUT WHAT THEY KNOW OF THE

QF THE INDO-DANISH FISHERIES PROJECT.

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE IDFP

Distri-| Const- [Re- Farm- Impr-
bution |ruct- |sett-~ [ing roved
SEX of on of |lement|co~ metho-| ALL
boats har- opera-|ds of
bour tives | fish-
at ing
Tadri
1 2 3 4 5 & 7 B
Fishing { M 82 44 53 4 22 3
[House-
holds. F 34 20 30 1 113 6
Non- M 3 6 1 1 1 1
Fishing '
house~ F 1 5 2 - 1 ~
holds .
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aAn analysis of Table 3.20 given below indicates

that among those who were aware of the'project,

about 25% come to know apout it througn the local

co-operative socilety. However, considering that the

socleties were entrusted with the responsibility

of creating awareness among the people, thnis is

very disappointing.

It was found that they had made

no special effort in this regard but only mentioned

it to members who were interested enough to check

with the officials.

About 17% of the households

reported that came to know about the project through

others that is through fellow fishermen who went’

to Tadri to purchase fish.

TABLE NO.

-

3.20

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS IN FISHING AND NON-

FISHING HOUSEHOLDS BY SOURCE OF INFORMATION

SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT IDFP

Co-op. |Rela- |Self Local Project Not-
SEX Societyltives peo- offin APP~  porall
ple -cials lica-
: ble
Fishing | M 7. | 5 7 49 . B 149 289
House- (24.56) | (1.73)f{2.42) (16.95) (2.76) {(51.55)
holds - - —
: F 32 2 2 24 6 223 289
(11.07) (8.30) (2.07)(77.16)
Non- M 5 1 2 - 13 - 67 88
fishing {(5.68) (14.77) (76.13)
House-
Holds P 2 2 2 4 1 77 es

(2.27) (4.54)

(87.50)

NOTE: Figures in brackets indicate proportion
NOTE

to totsl.

Astonishingly either the project autnorities have made

no special effort in this regard or, if they have,

such effort has been singularly ineffective, Both
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during the household survey and during group dis-
cussions, it was mentioned that the project authori-
ties had not held any meetings nor made any other
arrangements to spread information about the objectives
of the IDFP,

The resettlement programme was'given some special
attentlon in the interviews. Even during group ii
discussions it was found that this was delicate
issue and had to be handled carefully. It will be
seen from Table 3.21 that about 80% of the fishing
households hesitated to leave their villace and be
resettled in Tadri,

T4LBLE NO, 3,21

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONUERTS IN FISHING AKD NON-
FISHING HOUSEHOLDS WITH REGARD TO YTHEIR WILLINGNESS
TO MOVE TO TADRI'

Are ydu'willing to move to Tadri
for resettlement
oEX
YES NO TOTAL
.o M 58 - 231 289
Fishing
hous e~ {20.0) ( 80)
holds F 55 234 289
(19,0} ( 81)
Non- . M 8 80, 88
fishing (9.1) (90,9)
house~
‘holds F 7 81 88
(8.0) (92,.0)

NOTE: Figures in brackets indicste proportion to
- total.

Fishing households are hesitant to move to Tadri for

the following reasons:

(a) most of them own & house and would not like
to give it up.




(b) for those residing near the Aganashini or
Gangavali rivers, employment is assured
throughout the year and they are not sure
whether similar faLllLtLEQ will be avoilable
at Tadrl. ,

(c) s8ince most of them nave been residing in
these villages for a number of yosrs, they
have established gcod rapport with their
neighbours and friends, from whom they can
seek help during times of crises.

(d) women residing in other villages feel Tadri
is not safe for women since fishermen and
other businessmen from other districts also
come to Tadri :

(e) they feel that there will be clashes between
the old and the new residents in Tadri,

3.80 PISHERMEN'S CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES: Lnspite of the

fact that there are ten fishermen's co-operative
societies in the project area, only about 57% of

the sample fishing households were members of these
societies. Apart from providing loans for purchasing
boats and nets, they offer no other facilities to

. tne fishing households., Therefore, many oI them

do not find the need to become members of these
societies. Some of the very poor fishing households
are not even aware of their existence,(Tables derived
from primary data on these issues are given in

Appendix 4 of volume 2.)

Issues relaping to womeh's employment and intra house-
hold relationships will become more clear from the case
studies which are presented in the following chaptkr,
Observations from an analysis of primary data and the
case studies have heen summarised in the concluding

chapter.
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CHAPTER IV

CASE STUDIES

As part of the socio-economic study, the ISST pro-
gramme envisaged a number of indepth studies of
households, especially of the women .members, belonging
to different categories, ana on issues that had elther
been thrown up by tne field enquiry or constituted a
part of the objectives of IDFP. Since different
categories of the fishing population are covered,
these studies help a better understanding of the
complex of relationships between castes and communi-

ties ; owners, labourers, middlemen and” vendors ; men

‘and women, and young and old ; officials and non-

officials and so on. They are also useful in estimating
the annual income of households, and of men and women
separately, from different occupations or in different
circumstances. altogether, 14 case studies of fisher-
meﬁ and women spread over some of the sample villages
were prepared, and included some households which were
part of the sample canvassed with the general '

gquestionnaire.
The cases have been arranged in the following order:

(i) Chief partner of purse-siene and individual
owners of trawlers, gillnets and traditional

boats ;

(11) Partners of purse-sienes and gillnets

(Li4) ﬁabourers on trawlers ;

(iv) wWomen engaged in unloading, drying £ish,
net making and a housewife from a non-

fishing household,




CASE STUDY NO, 4,1

RUKMINI - WIFE OF A PURSE<SEINE CHIEF PARTNER

ls Village ¢ Belambar

2. Name ¢  Rukmini

3« Age : 28 years

4. Caste 3 Konkan Karve

5¢ Education ${ Primary

"6o Age at marriage : 16 years

7e No, of pregnancies : 4

8o No., of living children : 4 i
9+ Family Planning status ¢ Not sterilized

10, Size of household : 12

11, Annual income of the X
household (estimated) |

12. Annual Expenditure X
of the household X
(reported} I

Ll

Rs. 25,300/~

RsS. 26,200/~

'

Tilap Mukund, Rukmini's husband, was born and brought up
in Belambar, a village in Ankola Taluk, He lives in a
joint family. Tilap, his wife Rukmini and his four
children, Tilap's parents and his brother Narayana, wife
Sumithra and his twé c¢hildren -~ all live togetner,

Tilap's parents are aged and are not engaged in any
gainful activitye.

Tilap, aged 35 years, is the head of the household, He
is the oldest of the three children. He has a brother,

Narayana, and two sisters, all of whom are married. Tilap

got married at the age of 23, He has threc sons and one
daughter. His wife Rukminil aged 28 years, hails from
Ankola., All his children go to school, His eldest son
Maruthi (10 years) is studying in class 5, Vijay aged

8 years is in class 3 and his daughter Krishna Bai, aged
6, 1s attending Balawadi classes. The youngest boy

Ramdas, aged 4 years, stays at home with his grandmother.
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Tilap Mukunq is the chief partner of a purse-seine boat,
He is called as chief partner because he has paid a

major share of the deposit which the group has to pay
before a loan is sanctioned. Apart from Tilap, there are
20 other partners who jointly own the purse-seine boat,
While Tilap has paid Rs.10,000/~ towards the deposit, the
others have paid only Rs.1,000/~ each, Tilap also takes
the responsibility of maintaining the boat, of mesting
diesel, food and other costs,

Hous#ng: The family lives in s house owned by Tilape

The house is close to the main road of the yvillace and

has 4 guntas of land in the front where elght coconut
trees are grown. It has three rooms and a big hall with
cement plastered walls, tiled woof and a red-oxide
flooring., The house is well ventilated, electrified,

and has an open well, There is no toilet in the house,
but has a place behind the house to bathe and wash clothes,
Pictures of Lord Maruthi and Goddess Kathyayanl are put up
on the walls., In front of the house there is & Kathyayani
temple where they workship everyday,

They also.own a radio which Tilap bought about 8 years
ago. They have one purse-seine net, one gill net and

10 other small nets. They slsoc own a canoce which is used
in rainy seasdn to catch fish for household consumption,
They use stainless stell and aluminium vessels, Since
they are fairly well off, all the members of the householad
wear good, clean clothes, The men wear cotton dnotis and

terricot shirts and women wear cotton sarees,

Employment: Tilap, as mentioned earlier, is the chief

partner of a purse-seine boat. Apart from him, there

are 20 others wno jointly own the boat, All these persons .
belong to the same caste, even though they are from
different villages., This boat was bought three years ago,
Tilap and others took a loan of Rs.4,20 lakhs from the




Syndicate Bank, Karwar, to purchase this boat. Tilap and
his partners are all members of flshermen's co~operative
socliety at Karwar and the loap was sanctioned to them
because they were members of "the soclety and so it was the

responsibllity of the society to recover the loan amount.

Tilap, as a chief partner, has paid Rs,.10,000/- towards

the deposit, while the others have paid Rs.1,000/- each.
The peak filshing season for a purse-seine boat is between
August and December. Tilap and hié workers set out for
fishing at 5 AM. The number of workers on a purse-seine
boat ranges between 20 and 25, Amongst them is the Captain,
the cook and a fish finding expert$ The fish finder gets
on top of the mast to spot fish and whenever he spots fish,
he calls out and the net 1is cast by about 5 or 6 persons.
The net is about 1,000 metres long and so to haul the f£ish,
all 25 persons are required., The whole operation, i.e,.
casting the net to hauling it, takes approximately 45 minutes,
‘Until the net is hauled again, the fishermen are free.
During this time, they separate the fish according to
specles. The fish,,however, is not put in ice, nor treated

in any way.

Soon after the first haul of fish, a few crabs are cooked
and served to all the members. Aroﬁnd 12,30 PM or 1 PM,
lunch consisting of rice and fish curry is served., At
about 2,30 PM a cup of tea is served,

The crew return by about 4 PM, On a 'good'! day, a purse-
seine may have a catch of 45000 pices of mackeral and on

a lean day, less then 5000 pices of mackeral. They usually
unload fish at Karwar., Once the boat lands, the fish is
taken to the co-operative soclety weilghing centre, and is
then sold to commlission agents representing either whole-
sale merchants or processing compahies. The soclety takes

a commlission of 4% towards its services. The value of the
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day's catch is shared by all the members in the ratio
50330220 - i.e., 50% of the share goes to the chief partner
because

(a) he bears diesel, food and maintenance
expenses;

(b) he has invested more than the others.

30% of the share is_divided amongst the other partners,
and 20% goes to the co-operative society which inturn pays
this amount to the commercial bank towards repayment of
the loan,

Tilap mentioned that about Rs.500/~ worth of diesel was
required everyday and Rs.50/- towards food expenses. He
is able to earn en an average a profit of Rs,200/- every
day (during the fishing season) and his workers Rs. 100/~
The group has repaid Rs.2 lakhs of the loan amount and
has yet to pay Rs.3 lakhs (which includes the interest
amount) ,

Tilap's brother Narayan, is one of the partners of the
purse-seine boat and goes fishing along with Tilap.

During the lean season for purse-seine (i.e. March to May)
Narayana goes fishing on a rented glillnet boat along with
threeé others from the. same village., They pay a rent of
Rs.50/- per day. Narayans earns about Rs.100/~ per day,
The boat is landed at Belambar and a part of the catch is
$0ld by their wives at Ankola market, The average catch
per boat per day during this season would be about 150 Kgs,

Tilap and Narayana own a canoe, as mentioned earlier,
This is used during the rainy season for fishing and fish

thus caught is used for consumption by the family.,

Apart from being a member of the fishermen's co-~operative
soclety at Karwar, he is a mamber of the co-operative
societiés at Tadri and ankola,




i

Women's employments: Earlier, Tilap's mdther used to sell
fish, but how she is old and cannot walkor carry heavy .
basket loads of fish, Tilap's wife Rukmini, and Narayan's
wife Sumitra are the two women in the family who are
engaged in fish venddng. There are only 2 purse-seines

in Belambar and both of them land at Karwar, becausse
+here are no facilities to land at Belambar. Therefore,
thére is no £ish fof the women to sell., They go to Karwar
by bus around 2 PM, buy fish either in auctions from the
boat owners or take fish brought by their husbands; take
it in a tempo to Ankola by paying a fare of Rs,5/-, sell
their fish at the fish market in Ankola (where they have
to pay 25 paise as the corporation fee) and then walk
back home. The women take a short route to Belambar from

Ankola (approximately 3 Kms) and reach home by 7 PM.

During the lean season, the local fishermen hire about
8~10 gillnets from Belekeri and land the fish at

gelambar. On such days Rukmini and Sumitra leave home

-by 8 AM, walk upto Ankola, sell the fish (brought by their

husbands) and return home by 12 noon. On the way back,
they buy provisions for the house depending on the amount
of money they have. Rukmini and Sumitra are able to earn
RS+50/~ to Rs.60/~ (net) each per day if fish 1is bought
from other boat owners; if they go to sell fish brought
by their husbands, then, they earn about Rs.100/- to
150/~each per daye Every day before setting out, the keep
a portion of fish for household consumption

Economlcs of the purse-seine boat operated by Tilap Mukund

INCOME
1, Number of days of fishing : 20 days
2, Number of months of fishing : 7 months

-4

3., Average annual income from fishing 1,50,000/~
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Expenditure
1. Diesel expenses for 7 months of fishing s 92,000/~
2. Maintenance of boat per fishing season]
(painting of boat, repair of engine, [ : 35,000/
new nets, etc) X ‘

3. Food for crew

O
-~
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Net income L) RSol‘l,OOO/“

bconomics of the Gill-net boat operated by Tilép Mukund

;NCOME

ls Number of days of fishing ' i 20 Qays
2. Number of months of fishing : 3 moths
3. Average catch per day
(seer fish, crabs, pompret, etc) i 35 Kgs
4. Average price per Kg : Rs.4/-
5. average income for 3 months $ Rs,8400/~
EXpenditure
1. Rent for gillnet boat at Rs.25/= per
day for 3 months of f£ishing ! Rs.1,500/-
2« Diesel & maintenance expenses ! Rs.2,400%-
RS.3, 900/~
Net income so RS5.6,300/~
Annual income (estimated) of the households
Income from purse-seine(net) o 14,000
Income from Gillnet (net) Tee 6,300
Income from fish vending e 5,000
Qe 25' 300

The total annual income of the household amounts to RS.25,300/-,

ANNUAL EXPENDITURE (REPORTED) OF THE HOUSEHOLD: Expenses on
daily food is however met partly by the women and partly by

men, About 3 Kgs of rice, ¥2 Kgs of rava soji, one rupece
worth of milk, one rupee worth of sugar, Rs,.,3 for beedi,
spices, coconut etc., are required every day. - Fish is




consumed on all days ‘except Saturdays. The fish is brought
by the men from their daily catch or the women keep aside a
portion of fish before they leave for selling fish, Alto-
gether about RS.30/: is required everyday for food, and this
would amount to Rs.11,000/~ per annum,

Apart from these, there are other exXpenses - house repair-
RS,1500/«, clothing-Rs.3000/~-. medicines-Rs.1,000/~, trans-
port—Rs.SOO/uo‘ Tilap and Narayana normally consume Goa Feny
and other imported ligquor which is rather expensive. Since
this is not available locally, it has to be smuggled into
the village and so pay 8 bribe to the customs officials to
let them in free, The bribe they pay amount to Rs.1200/-
per annum and between Tilap and Narayana, about Rs.8000/-

is spent on liquor. Therefore, the annual expenditure of
the household amounts to Rs.26,200/=,

IﬁDEBTEDNESS: At present the household has no debts, But
in 1983 Tilap had borrowed Rs,10,000/- from his friend to
repair s purse-selne net which was torn by Jelly fish. He

has already repaid it.

SAVINGS: ‘Tilap has a savings of Rs.20,000/~, He would like
to save more to meet his children's education and marriage

expenses,

HEALTH: Only for minor problems they go to the PHC or Govt,
hospital at Kumta or Ankolas They do not have faith in the
Government doctors -~ they feel government doctors are very
careless and do not give good medicines. For all other
sickness, they consult a private doctor/héspital. Rukmini's
children were born in a private hospital - she was also

sterilised in a private hospital at Ankola,

GENERAL AWARENESS: All the adults in the household are
politically aware., All of them cast theilr votes during the

recent elections. The women had no say in the matter - they
were advised by thelr husbands &s to whom they should be
voting for.
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Tilap was aware of most government schemes, but had not
availed of any benefits, Tilap and his friends tried to
start s fishermen's co-operatlve society at Belambar, but
falled because of difference of opinion amongst the fisher-
men. He felt that, as far as possible, while distributing
boats which needed few partners, e.g., gill net boat,
persons, belonging to the same family should be chosen. 1In
'his opinien, this would reduce misunderstanding and fights
that are so common amongst fishermen and would also ensure
prompt repayment of logns, He also expressed that gilllnets
should be given to two persons, (and not to four as at
present) preferably relatives,

IDFP: Tilap and Narayana are aware of the projecty but
Rukmini and Sumitra are not aware of the project at all,
The men knew that a harbour was being constructed st
Tadri, glllnetters would be distributed and also about
the resettlement programme, The women were not willing
to move to Tadri, but the men felt that if good houses
-and all other facilities like drinking water, 8chool etc.,

were‘provided, then they would move to Tadri.

Tilap felt that introducing more gillnet boats would not
help the fishermen since there were enough mechanised

boats already. Also, fish catch was decreasing. He felt
that the old rempanl system which was more labour intensive,
involved less costs, and ylelded more profitg,must be
encouraged,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF. IOFP TO THE HOUSEHOLD : Tilap is

not eligible for a gillnet boat under the IDFF, He 1is the
chief partner of a pursc-siene wnich lands at Karwar due

to lack of landing facilities at Belambar. Even after the
construdtioh of the harbour at Tadri, his boat will continue
to land at Karwar since Belambar is closer to Karwaxr than

to Tadri. Rukmini therefore, will continue to have the

same problem of having to go to Karwar to purchase fish.



The nutritional status of the household is not likely to
be affected. It may be recalled that the women, Keep a
portion of the catch behind everyday for consumption by

the family. Even ddring the monsoons, the men go fishing on
the traditional bost and use the fish for houschold

consumption,

Therefore,  the IDFP is not likely to affect the household

in any manner.
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CASE STUDY NO, 4,2

SULOCHANA - HOUSEWIFE AND WIFE OF A
TRAWLER OWNER :

1. Village : Belekeri

2. Name : Sulochana

3. Age . St 24

4, Caste + Konkan Karve
5. Education 3+ 7th std,

6. Age at marriage 1 19

7. No, of pregnancies : 2 -

8. No., of living children : 2

9, PFamily Planning Status § Not sterilised
10, Size of the household s 4

11. ﬁgzga%eézig2:egf the house- + Rse1d,400/-

12, Annual Expenditure of the

Household {(reported) $ %-10,360/-

Sulochana, though the wife of a trawler owner, is not
engaged in any gainful work, She hails from Karwar., She
lost her parents when she was very young and was brought
up by her uncle and aunt in Belekeri village, As they
had no children, Sulochana was very well looked after
by them, |

Narayana's parents and his ancestors are from Belekeri
village. Narayana is the eldest son. He has 2 younger
brothers and one sister who is marriel and livihg in
Belekéri, His sister's husband is a lorry driver and
earning Rs, 600/~ per month, His 2 younger brothers work
with him and look after the trawler owned by him and
his mother~in-law, Sulochana lives with her husband and
children in a pucca house, They have rented this house
and pay a rent of Rs,30/~ per month, There is one room
and a kitchen, They are fairly well off, They have a
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table fan, a radio, a wall clock, mirror, cot etc. The
house is electrified., Water had to be fetched from a well
next door. Firewood was bought locally,

Sulochana's Marriage:s Sulochana got married to Warayana

when she was 19 years., No dowry was paid, The practies
does not exist among the Konkan Karves, Now-a-days one
gold ring and chain is given to the bride by the bride-~
groom at the time of marriage. Usually the marriage is
a one day function at home or temple, All relatives and
friends attend the marriaée, sweets are prepared for
lunch, The expenditure is shared equally by both sides,
Inter caste marriages are very few and usually not

encouraged by the community,

Sulochana's Children: Sulochana gave birth to 2 children
at home, one daughter Savitha and one son Raghavendra

aged 7 and 5 years. Savitha is studying in 1st standard
and Raghavendra is too young and stays at home. The expe~
rienced mid wives of the village came to deliver the taby
as she delivered before she could be taken to a hospital.
Now she 1s pregnant again, If there is a need, then she
goes to a private doctor at Ankola as she feels that the
doctors in government hospital do not take proper care,
Since they have to pay the government doctor also, they
feel they might as well go to a private doctor where good

treatment is ensured,

Sulochana's works: Sulochana is not aegtively engaged in any
fish related activity as she is'pregnant. Ocassicnally, che
is engaged in salting and drying fish at the landing centre

with her aunt. For the past 3 years she is confined to only
household work and caring children. Sometimes she goes

out to bring provisions etc,,
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Narayana's Work: Narayana purchased a second hand trawler

boat 2 years ago. Earlier to this, for 8 years, he worked
as a pygmy collector for Indian Overseas Bank, Narayana
purchased the trawler boat paying the previous owner
Rs,95,000/~, For the past 2 years, during the peak seasons
i.e. September, October and November the catch was not
satisfactory, Hence he has undergone considerable loss.,.

(a) Labourers: The labourers of his boat are different
from those working for the previous owner, There are now

5 labourers from Karwar and one from Belekeri, Usually
only friends or relatives are chosen as labourers so that
they will have an interest to earn profits,_ Every year
during monsoon season the labourers are paid an advance of
Rs4 300/~ to meet their off-season expenses and they are
obliged to come and work for the rame owner, This is how
usually all the trawler boats operate,

(b) Landing and Sale of Prawns: Deperding on the day’s
catch, the trawler is landed either at Karwar, Tadri,
" Belekeri or Kenl and the trucks of freezing companies

(with ice) goes to all these landing centres during the
fishing seasgon, Usually the labourers inform Narayana

which direction they are going out for fishing on the
previous day itself and so at the time of landing,

Narayana goes to the landing centre.., His brother who

works on the same trawler keeps a check on the labourers'
activities so that no fraud takes place. Narayana mentioned
that generally the labourers do not cheat because they are
known to each other, but partnerships may break due to

rivalries or excess drinking among labourers.,

(&) Maintenance of boat:; labouren: The labourers!

earnings depends on the day's catch. Each labourer gets
not less than 5,400/~ per month excluding 2 tiffin, one
meal, 2 tea and %.2/- bonus daily. 50% of the earning

is spent on diesel and maintenance, 20% for meals etc.,
rgmaing 30% is divided equally between owner and labourers
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i.,e. owner gets 15% and labourers get 15%. If Narayana

feels that he has got a good profit then he pays each of
his labourers Rs.300/- as bonus at the end of the fishing

s€asofl,.

The previous owner of Narayana's trawler had taken an
advance of 8,11,000/= from Mr, P,M,Tandel of Binaga Ice
Factory, Karwar. Since this amount has not been paid.,
Narayana is obliged to gell his catch to Binaga Ice

Factory.

Narayana mentioned that during the last fishing season,

he made a profit of Rs.,15,000/=

and his average income

per day during that season was Rs,600/=, Following is the

income and expenditure pattern

reported by him,

Income:

No., of months of fishing in a vear
No, of days of fishing in a month

Average income per day

Average income for one month

Average income for 8 months

Expenditure:

1.

a) 40 litres of diesel per fishing
day at Rs.4/~ per litre

b) ~do~ per month

c) ~do= for 8 months

To paint the outside of the boat
2 times in a year '

Cashewnut oil/fish oil painting
to wooden reapers of inside of the
boat once a year

Shalimar paint for the outside of
the boat once a year

- e
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of Narayana's trawler, as

8 months
20 days

Rse 600/«
k.lz'OOQ/“
RS. 96'000/""

Rse 160/= per day
Rs4 3,200/~

RS. 25'600/"'

Rse 1,600/

P3e41,000/=

Rse 1; OOO/"



S5 | Meals, 2 tiffins, 2 tea per fishing
day - for 20 days in a month/ 8 $ Rse 32,000/=
months at Rs,20/=- per day.

6, Bonus at the rate of Bs.2/= per day.
to each labourer ~ 5 labourers - : RBse 1,600/-
160 days
Total Rse 34,000/-
Balance Rse 62,000/=
7. Out of rs.62,000/-, Narayana gets 50% and the remaining

50% is shared equally by five labourers,

a) Narayana gets for 8 months of
£ishing
b) Each labourer for 8 months work: Rs. 6,200/=

8. Narayana repays Rs.1,500/= per month to
the bank towards loan - 8 months 1 12,000/
9. Narayana's Income-net t 14,400/<

Mother-~In-law's Trawler Boat: Narayana's mother-in-law

‘also owns a trawler boat but Narayana is incharge of

it and he looks after it as his own. Narayana mentioned that
his mother-in=law also has taken an advance of Rs,15,000/-
from Mr, P,M.Tandel, of Binaga Ice Factory, Karwar, There-
fore, the prawns are given to the company. This year his
mother-in«law's boat had made a of profit of Rs,15,000/~.
His two younger brothers are working on his mother-in-law's
boat and they also get equal share as other labourers,
Narayana mentioned his mother-in-law's boat also had 5
labourers, 2 were from Karwar and 3 from Belekeri, all
belonging to Konkan Karve community. When his mother-in-
law's boat was seized by the Bank for not having repaid

the loan, he had to take a personal loan from his friends
upto Rs,15,000/= to pay the bank,

The Bconomics of Narayana's mother-in-law's trawler boat
is the same as Narayana's trawler, Narayana does not get

any share from the profit of mother-in-law's boat.



Narayana informed that each trawler net costs Rse1,500/-,
usually the labourers of the trawler at the end of season
make 2 new nets for the owner, for which they are paid
reasonable amount,

Trash fish is auctioned at 8,15/~ to Rs,20/- per basket
(weighing 15 to 20 kg) to dry fish agents/or merchants who-
go to landing centres., Small quantities of edikle fish is
also auctioned,

Annual Income and Expenditure of the Household: Narayana,

the trawler owner is the only earning member of the family,
The household income 1s from fishing on trawler toat; Thus
Narayana's annual income durlng a fishing season is
Rse14,400/=,

The household spends Rs,500/~ per month on provisions and
vegetables. The household annual expenditure can be
classified as follows:-

i. ‘Food (rice, ragi, pulges,; oil kse 6,000-00
vegetables, etc,)

2, <Clothing RBse 1,500=00
3. Rent RS 360=09
4, Transport RSe 750-00
5. Medical | Rse 1,000=00
6. Education Rse 25000
7. Liguor BSe 500-00

Rs010,360-00

Alcoholism: There is an arrack shop in Belekeri, and

usually Goa Fenny and other foreigh liquor is sold here,
Many fishermen drink liquor in Belekeri and that is why
the families are poor said Narayana, Narayana takes liquor
ocassionally when all the friends meet, but he is not

in the habit of drinking regularly.

Food Habits and Festivals: Except on mondays and

thursdays which are considered as religious days, they
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eat f£ish on all other days. Narayana gets a small quantity
of fish from his boat everyday. They consume rice/ragi/
wheat mainly. In a month Rs.500/~ is spent on provisions
and vegetables by the family,

Shankranthi, Suggi, Maruthi Jathra, Ugadi and Depavali

are some of the festivals celebrated by the family. Xathyayani
Devi at Aversa village is the family Goddess. All the family
members visit the tewple during festival days and offer
prayers and pooja. ‘

Children's future : Narayana wants to educate his children
asmuch as possible and he is not interested in children

continuing in the fishing occupation. The labourers leave
without informing the owner, if another trawler owner has
assured them more money or advance, If there is good catch
for one day, there is no catch for another 2 days. Since
every year number of mechanired boats are increasing, catch
per boat may decrease, Hence, he would like to see that his
children are not put into all this trouble,

Family Planning and Health: Regarding sterilisation

Narayana would like to have a small family as he knows
that more children meaps less facilities. But he is not
sure if his-wife should get sterilised since she may end
up with complications due to over work or post-operation
problems. Sulochana has no say in the matter,

The family visits a private doctor at Keni or Ankola
and take medicines for any sickness, She feels services
at the government hospital are not good,

General: Sulochana keeps good relationship wth her
nelghbours., Majority of the neighbours belong to the same
caste and some of them are Narayana's relatives., Since

he is more experienced and has travelled widely than

’Sulochana,Narayana takes all decisions on important

matters,
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Discussing about the proposed naval base project, he
informed he was not sure as to whether or not Keni and
Belekeri villages would be submerged, However, he is

not worried as he expects rehabiliation from the Govern-
ment. He would like to go towards Goa-Majali-or Mangalore/
Bhatkal, as in Karwar there is less scope for fishing due
to freguent floods,

Awareness about IDFP project: Narayana is a member of the

Belekeri fishermen's Co-operative Socie ty and he is aware
of the IDFP. He came to know through the President that
glllnets would be distributed through the society to

needy fishermen and also that houses would be provided

at Tadri., He feels when more boats are distributed through
this project, catch per boat may decrease. Sulochana is
not aware of the project at all,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF IDFP TO THE HOUSEHOLD

Except Narayana no other member of this household is
actively engaged in f£ishing or related activities,
Narayana who is already a trawler boat owner is un-
likely to get a gill net boat under this project and the
question of the household moving to Tadri does not

arise,

Narayana will continue to work on trawler boat and give
a helping hand to his mother-in-law, Narayana's wife

Sulochana is not actively engaged in fishing and she
will continue to be a housewife. ' i

Since all the co~operative societies in the project area
will be asked to undertake marketing, Belekeri society
will also undertake marketing. Therefore, Narayana will
infact benefit from this arrangement., He wmay have to
continue to sell prawns to Benaga factory but will be
able to sell fish through the co-operative society,

This way, he will be assured of a buyer for his fish

and will also be assured of a reasonable price,
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CASE STUDY NO, 4,3

LAKSHMI = MOTH=ZR OF A GILLN<T OWN&R

1, Village : Keni

2., Name : Lakshmi

3. Age 3 55 years

4, Caste t Gabit

5. Education s Illiterate

6, Age at marriage + 12 years

7. No. of pregnancies 3 8

8., No, of living children B B | )

9, Family Planning status s Not sterilised
10. Size of the householad s 7

11. Annual income of the
household (estimated)

12, Annual expenditure of
the household (reported)

H 31'000/"'

$ 18,300/-

Lakshmi Bapu is 55 years old and has a fairly large
family. Narayana Bapu, her 60 year old husband, owns
a@ gill-net in his name, which is operated by his son
Babu, while he himself works as a Commission Agent
for fish landed at Keni. Lakshmi runs a hotel at
home. She was married probably when she was about 12
years and gave birth to 8 children. while she delivered
five children at home, she went to the hogpital the
other three times. The first child, a girl, died when
she was 5, due to some heart ailment, and allopathic
or ayurvedic treatment was to no avail, Another son
has been adopted by Lakshmi's brother,

At 35, Lakshmi has been one daughter Lolika (now 30)
married and Lolika has 3 sons, Her husband works as

a fishing labourer at Tadri. One of Lakshmi's sons
has been adopted by her cousin brother. This is quite
common among fishing households. Four other children
are living at home with Lakshmi and Narayana.




18 year old Mangala is studying in the 10th Standard
in the village school;'Chandraubhagi is 17 years olg
and has dropped out after 8th standard. She does not
show any interest in studies and does all the house-
hold work, The youngest daughter Milan who is now 16
years old, also went to school but gave up after she
failed in class 5. She is the only one who goes to
sell fish, Babu is 25 years old and has completed
class 7. He was married three years ago. He and his
wife Sangeetha (20) who is from Karwar, are living
in Lakshmi's house. They have no children yet,

Though Lakshmi's family is & large one, she herself
comes from a small family, Three children, all girls,
were born to her parents and two of them are now
married and are staying in Karwar. Later the family
had to face the death of the father and one sister's
husband - so now Lakshmi is looking after this sister's
son, The other sister has two sons and three daughters,
All the men are engaged in fishing and the women are

in fish vending and shell collection.

When Lakshmi and her sisters got married, they diad
not have to pay dowry. Of late, atleast 6 tolas of
gold in the form of a chain, ring, etc has to be
given,

Narayana has one brother who lives next door. He has
5 sons and 2 girls, and is engaged in fishing.
Generally, family relationship seems to be cordial,
with people helping each other in times of hardship,

The house and other amenities: Narayana owns the
house and the main structure was extended by Bapu

by adding a kitchen and one room. Being situated close
to the village main road, it is an advantageous
location for the hotel., It is a pucca house with
tiled roof, brick walls and red oxide flooring.

There are four rooms and a big'hall which is used
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for the hotel, The whole house is well ventilated and
neatly kept.and has been electrified. They have two tube
lights in the hall and one in every room. There is also
a ceiling fan in the hotel,

Use of space by familys:s There are 16 guntas of land

surrounding the house in Narayana's name and some persons
from the village were permitted to build houses on this
land. Now these people claim it for their own and have
refused to move out, leading to serious quarrels, In
fact though the matter has been taken up in court, the
case has been continuing since the last 12 years with no
solution in sight. This has badly affected the relations
of Narayana and his family with their neighbours, There
is a Government well in the compound, so drinking water
is no problem, There is also space near the well for
washing clothes and bathing. However, there is no toilet
and everyone goes to the seashore early in the morning.,

Provisions are purchased in Ankola, Lakshmi usually walks

upto Ankola as buses do not come to Kenl, Now, autorickshaws

have became popular especially among women transporting
fish, .

Good medical facilities are available at the Christian
Mission Hospital and other private doctors at Ankola and
almost everyone from nearby villages go there for any
medical treatment, Besides, the LHV/ANM it was reported,
also make regular visits to the village, which is
especlally helpful to pregnant women, The need for
frequent medical care does not arise, since Lakshmi's
family is quite healthy.

Narayana's work: Narayana used to fish on a traditional

craft but gave up because he could not cope with the
strenuous work, Later he started the hotel business and
has also bought a gill netter and has now taken up dry
fish marketing on commission basis, Narayand buys salted
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dry £ish from individual fishermen from his own village
and also from fishermen from the neighbouring village., He
gets a commission of 5%. During a good season he is able
to send about 10 tons of fish, He has to take the fish
from Keni to Ankola in a tempo, From Ankola, the whole~
saler's lorry transports the fish and Narayana's respon-
sibility ends here, In fishing season he earns about
Rs412,000/=,

Lakshmi's sons: While one son has been adopted by Lakshmi's

ﬁrother in Karwar, Ramesh has taken up a job in Goa, with
the electricity department on a salary of Rs,700/-, per
month, He was able to get this job as he was trained. at
the Industrial Training Institute at Karwar. Lakshmi is
happy with this as she has always wanted her children to
have government jobs, fishing being labourious angd risky.

Only one son, Babu, has kept to the traditional cccupation
of fishing and operates a gill net, The boat was sanctioned
to Narayana under the IRDP scheme 4 years ago, and he has
taken a loan of Rs,35,000/~ of which Rs«18,000/= is the
subsidy. He has also bought a gill net machine for
Rs¢12,000/= and 10 nets for Rs¢10,000/=, Each day the boat
is taken out to sea by 2 PM and on'very warm days, by

10 AM, Apart from Babu, who takes 25 nets at a time there
are 3 other men on the boat and each of them takes about

5 nets, which are their own. The diesel operated boat

is taken about 40 kms of shore, where the boat is

anchored and all the nets are cast simultaneocusly., while
one man is needed to attend to the engine, the others
cast the nets and pull it in, |

They are able to return to shore early the next morning,
ﬁhe boat then has to be pulled up on the beach. This is
an extremely tedious process, when wooden logs are
placed under the boat, to serve as rollers; when about
20 men are needed to haul the boat up with the help of
thick coir ropes., The whole process takes about half an
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hour, after which the men remove the fish from the nets and
then separaté the good ones from the damaged ones. Wnile the
later is bought locally, good fish is sold through the
Karnataka State PFish Marketing Federation, to the processing
plants at Mangalore and Karwar.-It is processed and sold at
Bombay where it is very popular,

The system followed here is that the Federatlon, which has
an office at Keni, sends its representative to weigh the
fish at the landing centre. The buyer normally hires local
women to carry headloads of fish from the boats to the
welghing scales and then on to the trucks.

The Federation representative is also present at the time

of fixing prices, along with the boat owner and the buyer,

The main consideration here is the freshness and size of fish,
quantity landed and prices at other markets, Prices are
decided once in 2 weeks and on an average a kilo of seer

fish would fetch Rs.4/- to Rs.4.50,

The Federation clerk makes out a bill with the following
particulars:

- Name of the boat owner
- date of sale

- quantity of fish

= variety of figh

- price

= total amount

One bill each is presented to the boat owner and the buyer,
and a copy is retained by the clerk, and the dues are

settled every week,

About 50 to 100 kgs of fish a day which is Babu's share
of the catch, is considered a good catch and the average
daily catch is 25 kg. Each person on the boat keeps his
catch separately and it is also sold individually through
the Federation. Thus, though a fisherman does not own a
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boat he can still take his own nets and go for fishing with
a gillnet owner.

While the owner allows others to use his boat and keep the
fish caught in their own nets, they repay him by providing
thelr labour in casting his nets, hauling fish, besides
drawing the boat to the beach and separating the catch,

All expenses towards the boat are met by Babu, Ten litres
of diesel worth about R,40,00 are required each day. buring
the fishing season, the federation supplies diesel to the
boat owners on credit, At the end of the week, when the
Federation pays the boat owners, this amount is deducted.
During the slack season, Babu goes to Ankola by cycle, and
brings the dally requirement of diesel from wholesalers

at Ankola, About 5 litres is always kept in stock at home,

Economics of a Gillnet BRoat:

Income: -
1., Number of days of fishing 20 days
2. Number of months of fishing 9 months
3. Average catch per day
{seer fish, crabs, pomphret etc) 25 kgs
4. Average price per kg of fish Rse 4/~
5. Total average income per fishing season Rs+ 18, 000/=
Expenditure:-
1. Diesel expenses for a fishing
season (Rse40x20x9) . Rse 7,200/
2. Repayment of loans Rse 1,000/~
3. Painting & repailr of boat RS 1,000/=
Total ' Rse 9,200/~
Net Income Rse 8,800/~

Milan's day at Ankolas Since the Federation pays the boat

owners only after a week 1.e,, whenever the buyer pays
them, some fish is kept aside and sold at the Ankola market
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directly., This provides the household with some ready
cash to meet the daily expenses, Usually, it is Milan
who goes to Ankola with a basgket of fish; the quantity
depends on how much cash is required at home on a given
day and also the catch landed,

Milan leaves home by about 10 AM and walks upto Ankola,
along with other girls from her village, In a matter of

2 hours she is able to earn a profit of Rs,40/= to %,50/~,
as she sells a kilo of fresh seer fish for as much as

Rse 6,00, But there ére days when they may get less than
that. In general Babu is happy that the Federation has
taken over fish marketing as it ensures a good market
for any quantity of fish caught,’

By 1 PM Milan would have sold all the fish., On the way
home, she buys whatever provisions are required for the
house, About Rs,35/=- to B,40/= are required for provisions
like rice, ragi, sugar, Kerosene, tea, coconut, etc. The
remaining money is handed over to her mother,

Though Milan is fairly young she is very shrewd and is
able to cope in the market, where women from so many
other villages come to sell, There is very brisk business,
but there is also a congenial atmosphere both among the
fisherwomen and with the customers,

Annual Income of the Household: With so many people

working, the family is quite prosperous; in a good season
of 9 months Babu alone earns about Rs,9,000/- after
deducting all the expenditure, The hotel business yields,
another Rs,4, 000/~ approx, If Narayvana's business is gocd,
then he earns Rs.12,000/- but in the last year he has
incurred a loss, Milan's income from selling fish would
be about Rs,6,000/= in a good season. Therefore, the

total family income would amount to at least s.31,100/-

a year,

Managing the House: Lakshmi is in charge of running the

house and all major decisions regarding the family are
made by her., Whatever income she earns from the hotel,

along with Milan's earnings are used for running the
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household, Babu's and Narayana's income is used for
repaying loans and a part of it is saved.

Along with the daily expenses, other requirements like
the children's school fees, books, and uniforms should
also be provided for,

Annual Household Expenditures

The main items of expenditure are as follows:

Food (including the requirement

of the hotel) : 15, 000,00
Paan, etc, s 1,000,00
Medical s 100,00
Clothing 3 1,500,00
Education H 200,00
Transport ‘ : -._200,00

18,300,00

T o vy e e o ez

Indebtedness: Four years ago, Narayana was sanctioned a loan
of Rs.35,000/= to purchase a gill netter, of which s, 18,000/~
was the subsidy. Out of this money ks,12,000/- went towards
the boat engine and Rs.10,000/= towards 10 nets. He has been
able to repay Rs.13,000/- and now every month he repays the
bank in instalments of &,500/=, though the stipulated amount
is Rse1,000/~ per month,

He has also borrowed about Rs.2,000/~ from the money lender
towards meeting household expenses and this has to be repaid
- Narayana himself has been transacting his business on
credit basls to other fish merchants, who owe him Rs+ 35,000/ ~,

Saving: While Narayana mentioned that he had saved Rse3, 000/~
or M.4,000/; Babu has B,1000/~ in a commercial bank. There
must definitely be more savings than this, as they have to
get four daughters married and there is so much dowry to be
given, Even now the women do wear gold ornaments.,
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Social And Religious Life: Having to look after the hotel
and also having to sell fish in some days, Lakshmi and

her daughters have little time for anything else. But in
the hotel itself they are able to meet people and
exchange views, listen to the radio., Even the fish market
is a place where women can freely mix. However, their
relations with the immediate neighbours are rather tense
because of the problem over property.

Festivals like "Bandi Habba" are celebrated on a grand
scale, and the whole village participates. There are also
other festivals like shatha durga which are sacrificial
days when hens are offered to Goddess Durga,

During Dasara there is a fair and a procession of the
temple idols, and again the whole village is involved,
Altogether these festivals are good occasions for people
to visit each other and a break in their routine,

Since the daughters have all had some education, they are
able to read the newspaper and thus have access to the
daily news. They also listen to the radio news.

Political awarenesss Through these media and through daily

contact with other people, the whole family 1is well aware
of the political situation and able to make their own
decisions at the time of voting.

Lakshmi and other women like her in this district, assoclate
all development activities with the Congress rule, ani are
staunchly in favour of that party,.

Awareness of Development Programmess Narayana has several

contacts because of his hotel as well as his work as a
commission agent. As gsuch he has come to know about the
various programmes undertaken by the Government for the
development of rural areas. In fact he has also availed

of a loan under IRDP to purchase a boat, Lakshmi though,

does not really know the details of the development activities.
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I.D.F.,P: Narayana and Babu are members of the Keni
Fisheries' Co-operative Society and have thus come to
know of the IDFP and its aims. They mentioned that the
society has not taken any steps to inform the villagers
about the new project except to those who go to the
society regularly and make enquiries. Narayana has
told his wife about the IDFP and she has also come to
hear of it from other people also,

Since the project has stipulated that two members of the
same family or relatives should apply for gillnets, Babu
and Ramesh have applied for a gillnet, Ramesh who is an
electrician has no intention of getting back to fishing,
but has applied only so that his brother can operate it,

The Future: The major task ahead for Lakshmi and Narayana
1s to find suitable alliances for the three daughters

and a son and get them married, Since the sons are well

settled in their work there is not much to worry about
the children,

However, since Narayana has not been doing well in the
business, his main concern is the recovery of his dues
and to make up the loss, Since the hotel provides a
steady income, and the sons and daughters also bring in
a good income, the household is able to run fairly
smoothly in spite of Narayana's loss in the business.
They hope thatAthings will improve in the future,

Likely Consequences of IDFP to the Households: If Babu and
Ramesh are able to get a gillnet boat under the IDFP (for
which they have applied) then, definitely the income of

the household will increase, Though Babu will not ke able

to go fishing on two boats, he can rent one Lozt and go
fishing on the other,

=,
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Since more fish will be available, there will ke increased
employment for the women of the household too. Two things

may be possible,

(a) Milan who is already engaged in fish vending,
may take more fish for sale,

or

(b) another lady who is presently not engaged in
fish vending, may have to sell fish.

Narayana's income may also increase - The IDFP proposes to
introduce about 500 gillnetters - even if all of them do
not land at Keni, a majority of them might land at Keni as
Keni is one of the biggest landing ceatres for gillnetters
in Karnataka. In that case, more fish would be landed -at

Keni and Narayana as a comaission agent would tenefit,

Even if a gillnet is not sanctionel to Babu, Waravana

will still benefit from the project,
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CASE STUDY NO,4,4

GOWRI ~ THE FISH VENDOR AND WIFs OF A
TRADITIONAL BOAT OWHNER

1. Village : Mirjan

2, Name s Gowri

3.  Age $ 55 years

4, Caste : Ambiga

5. Education s Illiterate

6., Age at marriage s 12 years

7. Number of Pregnancies s 14

8, Number of living children s 10 g
9, Family Planning Status s Not Sterilised
10, Size of the household 3 16

R oo + 1. 11,500

12, Annual expenditure of : Rs. 24,100

the household {reported)

The Village: Mirjan village is situated on the Bombay -
Calicut National Highway No. 17, about 20 Km from Tadri
harbour. The village has a fisheries Co-operative Soclety,

an Anganwadi run by Social Welfare Department, a nigher
primary school, a post office and a fair price shop. The
taluk headguarters, Kumta, is situated about 10 km from
Mirjan and has a PHC, The people living here belong to

the ambiga, harikant and muslim caste. There are a few
christian families also living in this village, but ambigas

and muslims constitute the majority group.

The House; Earlier the family was living in a small hut,
Two years back they bought the present house from a muslim
paying f,1%,000/-, Gowri's husband borrowed from a money
lender in the village to purchase this house,” The house is
situated on 14 guntas of land. It has tiled roof with walls
made out of mud. In the entrance there is a big open place
which is used as resting place, Next to the portico, there
are two rooms, One is the bed room and the other is the
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pooja room where photos of Lord Manjunatha, Raghavendra
and Goddess Laxmi are kept, and behind the pooja room is
the kitchen., In the back yard they have constructed a small
thatched room which is used as a bathroom. There is no
tollet in the house, In front of the house they have a
small place with stone slabs to wash clothes., Gowri has
kept the house and surroundings very neat and clean.

Household Assetst Gowri's husband Dasu owns 16 guntas of

land in which 14 coconut trees are grown and of this 6
trees are yielding coconuts, He gets 200 coconuts per year,
However, it is not sufficient for their consumption
throughout the year, He also owns 20 nylon Aets of 25

feet each, two traditional boats made out of wood. Gowri
owns 10 grams of gold which she bought 6 years back from
her savings. She uses aluminium vessels for cooking.

Family History: Gowri was born in Divgi village which is

about 8 KM from Mirjan. She got married to Dasu at the age
of 12 years and since then she has been living with Dasu

in Mirjan village. Gowri lost both her parents about 10
years back., Gowri's parents had three children - Gowri,

her elder sister, who is living with her husband in Divgi
village and an elder brother, Dasu, her husband, has got

two younger brothers who live separately with their families
in the same village. Dasu's father died three years back.
Gowri's 4 daughters are married, two of them are living in
Divgi and the other two in Ankola,

Gowrl's Occupation: Earlier Gowri was selling fish caught

by her husband, Now that she has become o0ld cannot go for
selling fish and collecting shells, Her children have taken
over this work, However, at times she goes for shell fish
collection and fish vending. Her husband and two sons

go for fishing on the traditional boat. Two of her sons

are married and both the daughters-in-law and their two
grown up daughters go for shell fish collection ang selling
fish. Gowri looks after the household duties., She prepares
breakfast for her husband and two sons who go for fishing
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early in the-mbrning. She also cooks lunch early so that
they can take it along with them, Sometimes, if they get
a good catch early,. they return soon,

Shell fish collection:Shell fish collection is the main
occupation of women in Gowri's house, Both her daughters
and daughters-in-law go for shell fish collection, A group
5-6 women take a hired boat and go for shell collection,
They do not keep a fixed time for shell collection, Wwhenever
there is a low tide they go out to collect the shell fish,
For one trip they pay 50 paise : to the boat owner and
daily they go 2-3 trips and each of them collect 1015
kg shell fish which is sold to the local merchants at the

rate of Rs,0,50 -~ 0,75 per kg, In a month they colledt shell
fish only for 15-20 days,

Selling Fish: The women of household sell fresh fish brought
by their husbands in Kumta or Mirjan fish market, Phey go to
Kumta by Matador van paying B4 3/~ towards the charges and
come back by bus paying one rupee, Sometimes, when the men
do not catch enough fish to sell, they go to Kumta and buy
the fish from wholesaler, They pay Rs.50/~ to ks, 60/= per
basket of good quality fish like seer, mackerel, sardine
welghing approximately 20-25 kgs and after selling at local
market at Kumta make a profit of %,15/~ to R$¢20/= per day,
If the women sell the fish caught by their men, they can
expect a profit of &.30/- to Rs,50/= per day. They try to
sell all the fish on the same day and if any fish remains
unsold they bring it home and dry it with salt for their

own ‘consumption, Shell fish is sold in their own village

at Rsel/= to Rs,1.50 per Kolaga, If they cannot sell all

the shell fish they preserve it for next day to sell. They

earn about Rs,10/= to Rs.15/= per day from collecting and
selling shell fish,

Gowri's Family: Ganapathi and Venkatesh the married sons
of Gowri work with their father Dasu and they are engacged
in traditional fishing in river water for 9 months in a
year, Dally they go out for fishing at 6 A,M, in the
traditional boat and return around 2-3 PM if the catch
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is good. They bring 8 to 10 Kgs of river fish ang they séll
the same to & local Ambiga fish merchant at Rs,5/- per kg.
Sometimes, the fish is sold by the womgn in the household
at the local market. Since, they have taken loan from the
local merchant, they are bound to sell the fish to them,

Venkatesh and his uhcle's son have applied for gill .

net boat through Mirjan Co-operative Society, But they Jdo
not know whether it is under IDFP or through bank, Venkatesﬁ
felt that only influential and rich people can get sanctions
easily. Manjunath and Sumanth, the uhmarried sons of Gowri
are etudylng in high school, and they read news-papers and
magazines. Gowri sald that she wants to give -good education
to these two sons and wants them to take up a regular
salaried job, She felt that their position has not improved
over the years and expects a bright future for her sons and
grand children through education,

Income and Expenditure of the Households Three men and four wonen

of the household are employed, However, the income is not
fixed. Approximately, the daily income of the Family varies
from &5,40/= to #5.,50/~. In a month they work only for 20 to
25 days. The other source of income other than fishing is
from coconuts, which is approximately Rs.800/- per year, They
do not calculate the income individually, All the working
members hand over the money to the head of the household and
he looks after the expenses of the household,

Annual lncome of the household:

1) Fishing : - Rs. 8,000-00

2) Shell fish collection_
and selling

3) Selling fish other
than own

Bse 2,000-00

-  Rse 1,500=00

Rse .11, 500~00
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The major expenditure of the household 1s on food, They
require 4-5 kgs of rice per day and other expenses like
Spices,‘transport, medicine, and expenses on education.
Gowri felt that they could not save any money from their
income. The household annual expenditure can be classified
as followst-

1. Food - Rse 10,800 - 00
2, Transport - RSe 800 = 00
3, Medicine - Rse 500 - QO
4, Education - Rse 300 =« 00
5., Clothing - RSs 3,000 - 00 _
6. Repayment of loan(APP) - RSe 1,500 - 00
7, Liquor - ke 7,200 - 00
Total 15 24,100 - 00

Apart. from the above expenditure, they have to repay the

loan which they have taken to purchase the house, She said
that they did not spend much money on medicines as nobody

in the house fell sick seriously, and usually native medicine
is given at home for ailments like cold, cough and fever,

The Family's Food Habits: The daily consumption of .
food consist of Ragi; Rice, Fish and vegetables, She eats
fish every day except on Mondays as she perform special

pooja to Lord Manjunatha on Monday. Part of the daily catch
is used everyday. :
Family Indebtedness: Dasu had taken ks.4,000/- loan under

IRDP scheme to buy the traditional boat in 1980, He repaid
the loan after two yeérs. Dasu had borrowed Rs.15,000/=
loan from a money lender (fish merchant) of the village

to purchase the house, She knows that her husband is

repay ing the loan every month, She said that the loan
would be repaid after 4 or 5 . years. The annual rate of
interest is 10 percent. Besides this the famlly has no
other debt. They purchase provisions on cash basis.
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Gowrli's responsibility as a house wife: When her husband
and two sons go for fishing and the daughters and dauchters-

in~law are busy with their routine work of shell fish
collection and selling fish, Gowri looks after the daily
household duties, She cooks the food, washes clothes,
sweeps the house and surrounding place, sends the grand
children to school angd goes to Mirjan market to buy provi-
sions, She said that though her husband takes all the
decisions, she manages the daily household activitieg,

Health: Gowrl and other members of the house go to the
private doctor in Kumta for major ailments and for minor
allments they get medicines from local allopathic doctor,
who charges #s,5/- per day. Since, they cannot afford to buy
alopathic medicines which is exXpensive, they take natice
ayurvedic medicine, They do not have faith in Government
hospital as good medicine is not available and the doctors
do not diagonise properly,

Gowri's Social and Political Activity: Gowri's social

activity is restrictegd only to village festival and the
celebration of Sankranti, Ugadi ang Deepavali, She worships -
Lord Manjunatha every day. She attends all the marriages
that take place in Mirjan village, but does not go to see
movies, Sometimes her children go to see movies in Kumta
town,

Her marriage was celebrated for 5 days., No dowry was given
or taken in her house, She felt that dowry is more among

the economically well to gdo famiiy and is not very popular
among the economically backward families, Gowri seemed to be
politically aware, Last time she voted for Congress (I)
Government because they helped her to get rice at subsidised
rate and she believes that Congress Government gives land
and house to poor people. She takes her own decision while
voting, Gowri saig neighbours are good, but there is no
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unity in the community. Therefore there is less scope for
the entire community participating in social and economic

programmes,

Gowrl is aware of the family planning programme from other
women of the village, but she does not want to force her
daughters-in-law to get operated, as it is their wish to
have children, She feel that children are always an asset,
whether i1t is a boy dr a girl, and there is nothing wrong
in having a big family.

Alcoholism: Pasu and his other socons consume liquor almost

daily., If the catch is more they drink anywhere between
235¢5 tO Rs450/~ informed the arrack shop owner. 100 ml of
arrack (country liquor) costs Rs.3.40, Ambigas of the
village drink liquor even when they go out for fishing and
in the evening they consume more liquor., Some Ambigas of
this village go to Karwar to drink Goa feany. The owner of
the shop, a christian, who has five more outlets in nearby
villages gets Rs,2/~ commission for celling every litre of

arrack, and he makes more money during fishing ceason,

Awareness Regarding Tadrl Project: Gowri has heard of the’

Indo Danish Fisheries Project being constructed in Tadri.
But, she is not fully aware of the benefit offered to the
fishermen community through this project., She is against
shifting the entire family to Tadri, She felt that one

of her married sons and his family could shift to Tadri
and work there,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF IDFP TO THE HOUSEHOLD

The women of the household are not likely to be affected
in any way, Shell collection will continue and since
traditional boats &#an and will continue to land at Mirjan,
the women will continue to sell fish, The employment of

the male members also will not be affected.

They have not applied for a gillnet boat and since they

are ambigas, they may hesitate to take to gillnet fishing,
The nutrition status as in other households, will also

not be affected.

= T T,
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, CASE STUDY NO.4.5

SANNAMMA, — THE FRESH FISH VENDOR AND WIFE OF A
PURSE~SEINE PARTNER

1. village

¢ GANGAVALI
24 Name ¢ SANNAMMA
3. Aje : 25 years
4, Caste : Ambiga
5, Education : Illiterate
6, Aje at marriage + 12 years
7.. No. cf prejgnancies s 6 -
8. Noe of living children s 2
9, Family Planning Status : Not sterilised
10, Size of the household s 7

11, Annual income of the house-
hold (estimated)

12. Annual expenditure of the
household (reported)

RS,18,600/=

-

Rs.,17,100/-

Bagkjround; Sannamma, a fresh fish Vendor, was born
in Gangavali and has been living there evem since,
Her house is located between the main road and the
river Gangavali and is in her mother Gangi's nane,
This is a very convenient location as it is close

to the main road from where she gets a bus to

Ankola where she joes to sell fish,

sSannamma's house: The house is situated in fairly
clean surroundings and is neatly maintained, It
appears fairly sturdy, with tiled roof, brick walls

and cement floor, The front yard is smeared with
cowduny and the Tulasi

temple is just across the
nouse, There is one medium sized room where the

personal kbelongings (good clothes, transistor, etc, )

of the family are kept, Sannamma, her hushand and

children also sleep there, The kitchen is fairly

large, with a mud chula on one side, and utensils




(aluminium for cooking and steecl for eating) stored

“on woodden racks on another side, This is where the
family has its meals, The front verandah is made up
by extending the tiled roof upto a wooden lattice

in front and is the only ventilated area in the house.
It is here that pictures of God are put up on the
wall and kbeside it some family photojraphs. There

is also a clothes~line strungy across, with everybody's
working clothes huny on it, The fishingj nets are

hung on another side in a similar fashion.

. Adjacent to the kitchen is another small bathingy room
which has a chula and a large earthen pot for heating
water, However, there is no toilet,

There is no well in Sannamma's house, They use a
neighbour's well and water has to be fetched from
there for all household purposes, Electricity has
not been provided yet, and Sannasma is not particular
about it, as then she would have the additional
expense of paying the bills,

Household assets: The house where they live is in
Gangi*s name and all her children contributed towards
its construction, Narayana, Sannamma's husband,

also owns a tra'itional boat and 6 prawn nets, Apart
from that, he is a partner on a purse-seine and
hopes to acquire a trawler soom., Besides this, the
family owns some jold, and Sannamma alone wears

large gold ear-rings, chain, bangles, etc.,. Gangi
and the othér firls wear yold ear-rings and for
Bhagi's marriage Gangyi plans to Jive her ornaments
and a watch, Though she did not admit to any

savings in cash, there must be savings in the form

of Jold at least for her daughters!' dowry.

T T T T T
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The family: Sannamea is one of six children born to

her parents and is 25 years old, Sannamma's mother
Gangi used to live in Kumta before her marriaze and
later moved to Gangavali. Thoujyh Gangzi had several
brothers and sisters and they in turn had sons and
daughters, she herself had only six daughters and no
sons at all, she is rather unhappy about this fact
as she would have liked to have at least one son.
Gangi delivered all her children at home.

Much as Gangi wanted to educate the daughters, she

was unable to do so, as her husband died in a boat

accident when the children were still youny, She
had to work at selliny fish in order to brinjy up
the family. Meanwhile, two of her youngest
daujhters died, she manajzed to arranje Sannamma's
marriage with Narayana, a partner on a purse-seine,
Narayana has since been living in Gangavali with his
wife and mother-in~law in Gangi's house, as he
himself has no parents or any other relatives.
Sannamma also has her two younjer sisters Bhagi
and Gulaki living with her and one sister has been
adopted by her grandmother,

Gangi, beiny particular that at least one child

should ke educated, sent Bhagi to School. She has
now completed her secondary education and hopes to
learn typewriting and take up some job, Bhajzi who
is 18 years old, has no wish to marry just now and

her mother too 1s in favour of her finding a job.

Gulabi, the youngestrdaughter in the house is 16

years old and not educated, When she was 12 years old,
another family (known to Gangi) 'had taken her to

Goa, where she worked for some months, loading and
unloading fish, However, she was forced to return

Lo Gangavali &as she had taken 11l in Goa and could

not do much work. WNarayana wants her now Lo marry
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his own brother, thoygh Gangi is not very keen about
it. BEven the 3irl feels the same, as dowry has to bhe
given at the time of marriage - either cash or 3eold
and they don't know how their mother can meet all

these expenses, from the income she jets,

sannamma herself has had a difficult life ever since
she was married at the age of 12, Thoujgh she jave
birth to six children, at a private hospital in
Kumta, four of them died within a year of birth,
Sannamma 1s not aware of the specific cause of death,
She is very upset that doctors could not do anything .
to save their lives, she herself feels physically
weak and unable to exert herself much, She desired
to undergd sterilization hut the doctor had advised
her that this is not possible just now as she is

anaemic and has to wait till she is normal,

In spite of all these hardships, Sannamma has to
suffer her husbhband's wrath when he is intoxicated
and indulges in violence, Though Narayana is 3Jood
to outsiders he illtreats his own family memkers,
and no one interferes in his affdirs as he is very

dominating,

Sannamma's daily routine: Sannamma started work at

an early agje, helping her mother in sellingj fish,
She has been working all alongy, except for short
periods during childbirth, Her's is a busy day,
starting early in the morning, when she has to do
some household chores like fetchinyg water, tending
to her children., Tiffin is prepared for the morning
meal and then she is ready to leave for the fish
market by 9 a.m,

She sells fish which Gangi purchases from the landihg
centre, It is very difficult to reach the landing

centre, which is 3 Kms away from her home, across the
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river and maréhy land., The water sometimes rises to
walst level‘and Gangi who is short finds it very
difficult to wade across with a heavy headload of
fish, Often, it is dark by the time she purchases
fish and on such days she rides back on the trawler,

Trawlers from different villages land at Gangavali
and start coming in at 1 P.M, Gangi and Bhagzi have
their afternoon mea) consisting of fish curry and
rice, sometimes vejgetables, then get dressed in old
but clean clothes, o0il and comb their hair ang leavé
for the landinyg centre with their baskets, - It takes
a jood 40 to 45 minutes to reach,ieven with Gangi's
brisk pace., The landing centre is a place where
women can get together and exchange the local news
and Jossip, Though outwardly friendly, women from
different castes prefer to keep to themselves, oOnce
there, there is no certainty that she will jet gzood
fish at once angd often waits for 3 to 4 hours before
she can get fish of her liking., she normally pure-
chases Jabbu, Banaju, Pachu, Samdali, 'Dodi crab,
Pomphret, silver fish ang prefers the larger ang
undamaged. fish = though they may cost her a little
more, she can jet a jood price for it. The fish she
buys for selliny depend (a) on the time of landing
and (k) on the quality of fish,

If the fish is landed late in the eveniny ~ say

after 6,30 pm or 7 pm she would only buy the fish

if it can be preserved until next morning with ice,

If it is of poor quality and cannot withstand ice,

she will not buy it since it is too late to sell it
the same day. The usual system is that when the

boats land, the fresh and. trash fish are separated,
then brought to shore in small canoes, and heaped onto

the sand. There is a small scale auction where women
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bid for each pile of fish, which may cost about

Rs.15,00., Gangi us;ally buys about 10 ¥3s of fish
costing Rs.50/~ and ice worth approx Rs,10/-~ is
purchased locally., Fish price would vary depending
on the size of fish, state of freshness, and the
quantity landed. ¥

once Gangi brings the fish home, it is put in ice,

I£ it is still early afternoon, Sannamma takes it on
the bus, or hy tempo, paying Rs.2/« to Rs,5/= to
Ankola, to sell in the\Corporation fish market, She
gjoes there with other women from the village and
returns home around 9 pemy, by which time she is

able to wake a profit of about Rs,25/= to Rs,40/-
depending on the quantity of £ish brought into the
market, Narayana objects to his wife goinjy to the
market in the eveninjys as it is late when she returns

home, But she has to jo in order to make some money,

However, 1f the boat lands late in the eveninjg,
Sannamma Keeps the fish in ice and takes it to the
market the next morning by 9 a.m, Such fish is not
very fast moving, as it is not very fresh, and this
is usually sold at lower rates, This is also the
case with damaged fish — for instance while she can
sell Jjood crabs at 4 pleces a rupee, she sells
damajed or small ones at 6 pieces a rupee, while
there 1s scope here for bargaining, this is not so
in the case of fresh fish, which is normally sold

at the same price by all fisherwomen, Pomphrets and

Seer fish are s0ld at twice the rate of purchase -

say Rs.20/~ per Kilo and are the most popular fish.

This is followed by river fish; shell fish is cthe least
popular and takes longest to sell, though it costs less

than other f£ish,

* She keeps some fish at home for family consumption
before Sannamma takes the fish for sale.
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All women’ sell fish at the same price and there is.

no scope for kargaining, especially in the case of
fresh fish, By 8 am several fisherwomen would have
arrived at the fish market, At this time the chief
customers are Halakki Gowdas, women belonzing to the
poorer sections, They often come to buy fish for
their employers; Later in the day, the number of f£ish
peddlers would have increased and new ones replacing
those who had come earlier, at this time housewives

Erom middle class families come to the market,

wWhile sannamma sells fish at the Ankola market, her
sister Bhagl keeps aside a small basket of fish to
sell within the village, and she has brisk business,
with people coming to her house to nurchase fish,
Her profit in a single afternoon would be atleast
Rs.10/=; thus between the two of them, Sannamma and
Bhagi are atle to make a profit of atleast Rs,50/-
in a day and more when there is less fish in the
market,

There are days when boats arrive late in the evening
and ice is not avallable, Or sometimes all the fish
taken tb the market cannot be sold, At such times
Sannamma takes all the fish home, dries it the next
day, when chere is a substantial quantity, sells it
at ankola on days when the catch is pPoOOr,

Huscand's workiNarayana's working day centres around

the purse~seine on which he is a partner, along with
thirty other persons, This boat was purchased under
the IRDP scheme, with a loan of Rs,5/- lakns, from
the Urban Co-operative Bank., He has bought a tradi-
tional craft and net, on a Rs.4,000/- loan through
IRDP and also applied for a oartnership loan of
Rs+1,50,000/- for a trawler alongy with five other



persons from his own village, Being a scheme loan,
he was not required to pay any juarantee money to
the bank,

Phe usual practice is to fish near Karwar during
the season and Narayana along with the other
partners lives there and ret.rns home in the lean
season, He feels that for a purse-seine to bhe
profitable, the daily income should be atleast
R$.5,000/~ - as the daily diesel requirement amounts
to Rse1,000. 8s,2,000/~ would be repaid to the bank
(the monthly interest alone is Rs.5,000/-~) and the
remaining amount would cover other expenses like -
food, maintenance, and payment to partners, How-
ever, this is not possible except duriny a very
gJood season and thus they are unable to repay bank
loans on time, There are some months when the fish
catch is so low that it is difficult to even meet
the diesel costs, in whieh case the boats are not
taken out to sea at all,

Most other men in the village also work on mecha-
nized boats, during the season., They have, besides,
evolved a system of ferry service in the village,
where a large canoe has bkeen purchased, pooling in
the local resources. One man from every household
takes a turn of five days each to man the service,

on a purely voluntary basis,

Narayana remains at home during monsoons, using his
country craft to catch fish which is again solgd by

his wife at Bankikondla, a nearby village and also

at Ganjavali. This fish usually fetches a jood

price as fish is scarce in the monsoons,

Annual income of the household: Narayana, who is a

purse-siene partner earns between 1,50/~ and Ks o 6O/ =

per day during the season, The fishinj season lasts

for 9 months from September to May, wWithin the

e e e e
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fishing season, there are some peak months - they are
Septembsr, Decemher and January, Employment during
these peak months may be Ehroughout the month and for
about 15 days during other months,

Assuming Narayana works for only 20 days a month
during the entire season and he earns %.,50/-~ a day,

his annual income would be 5.9, 000/=,

Sannamma and Bhazi also sell fish 20 days a month

for 9 months and earn R5,50/- a day.

Duringy monsoon, they go to sell fish brought by
Narayana and between June and August, migzht have
employment for about 30 days, During this veriod,
they earn a profit of Rs.20/~ to 25/ per day,

Therefore the annual income of bkoth Sannamma and
Bhagi, would be as followsz-~

Duriny fishing season - g, 9,000
" Duriny monsoon - RS, 600

The total annual income of the household would
therefore be around %,18,500/-.

Managing the household: Narayana dominates over the

family membecrs and makes all the major decisions,
though in his absence, sannamma and her mother

manaje the house, Sannamma and Narayana are two
persons in the household who have a full working day.
This leaves them with litLle ti e to attend to house-
hold work., Gangyi is also rather concerned about
Sannamma‘'s health and does not let her do much work
at home, So between her younger daughier and herself,
Ganji has to manage the house, The morning, noon and
night meals hav: to be cooked fresh as they all like
to eat hot food, sannamma's vyounjy children are




really not much trouble, since the boy-Aruna-is sent
to the Anganwadi, Mangala the olderone, is happy

playing with other children, She has not been enrolled
in school as yet,

Before Sannamma leaves for Ankola, she Keeps aside
about 2 kilos of fish for the day's meal, She buys
the other provisions at the local shop on her way
home from the market, Her daily earnings are used
For this, and she requires at least fs,20/= to pur-
chase 3 to 4 kilos of rice, one or two coconuts,
vegatables, chillies, kerosene, etc, Ganji alone -
needs a rupee a day for hetel leaves, tobkacco and
arecanut. The remaining money is used to purchase
fish at the ladding centre, She also has to repay

any loans she has made from the boat owner for buying
fish., There are also petty loans at the local shop
which she must repay when the income is jood., There
is no question of saving any money, as all household
expenses must be met with her income, Some of her
gJold jewellery has been pawned off to meet household
expenses. Narayana may at least give her Rs.5/- a
day, but keeps all his income for his personal
expenses, Ganji's complaint is that he spends lavishly
on buying jood clothes for himsel€f, and on liquor,

She is anjyry that he does not look after the childrent's
needs or think of the future, Neither she nor her
daughter can ask him for money or what he does with
it, as at the slightest provocation he picks a fight
and even keats his wife,

Sannamma's medical expenses are fairly high, as she

had to be in hospital for lony periods during childbirth.

Even now she has to make weekly visits to the doctor

at Kumta, as he is treating her for anaemia w that meahs
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on every visit she spends about R4 30/~ on transport
and medicines,

Then there are other expenses like on 3 to 4 sets of
clothes for the family every year, They prefer
synthetic clothes which last longer than cotton ones,
Bhagi, who is egpeclally fond of jewellery, has been
asking her mother for a new oair of jold ear-rings
and a wrist watch, Gangi 1s keen that Bhagi should

take up a joh, as she would he able to fulfil her
needs then,

Household _@xpenditure: The annual household expenw~
diture can be classified as follows s

1., Food (Rice, Coconuts,
Vegetables, Chillies,

Kerosine, etc,,) : Rs,6,000/~
2., Tobacco, betel leaves &
arecanut : Bs. 400/-
3. Clothiny t Rs.3,000/
4. House repair : Rs. 500/-
5. Medicines : Rs,1,200/-
6, Repayment of loans 3 Rs.2,000/-
7. Liguor (Narayana) $ 864,000/~
%917,150/~

b TP

Indebtedness: _
Most households are in debt to a greater or lesser

extent, and Sannamma's is not exception to it,
Narayana has made bank loans for purchasing boats

and nets, amountiny to about 88.50,000/~, He has
repaid about Rs. 40,000/~ and ajain applied for a

fresh loan of Rs,4,000/- to purchase a traditional boat
and net, The debts are usually never cleared; rather

it is a continuous brocess of borrowiny and repaying,
when the income is Jood.




Gangi too often buys fish on credit from the

boatowner - this is to be'paid up the followinj day
after the fish is sold, Now Sannamma wants to apply
for an IRDP loan for fish marxetinj. '

Besides loans for economic activities, there are also
petty loans as Sannamma sometimes buys provisions
from the local shop on credit., This she repays
whenever the profit from selling fish is jood,

and some'money is left over after meeting other

@Xpenses,

The family's health: Only Sannamma has been in necd

of constant medical treatment kecause of her problems
during childbirth, She usually joes to a private
doctor in Kumta, as she feels she jyets better treat-
ment here,  Even when others in the family are in
need of medical treatment, they jo to Kumta itself,
and not to the PHU in Rankikondla, ¢ nearby villaje,

Social and Religious life: Sannamma is an Ambigja by

caste, and being a Hindu, observes some Llmportant
religious feetivals, like Pongal. The loczl festival,
known as 'Bandi Habba' is celebrated by the encire
village, There is also an annual sacrifice to the
mother Goddess and to Lord Shiva, besides vari.ous

relizious occasions when processions are Laxen out,

There is a Tulasi temple near Sannamma's house wnere
all the neighbouring families offer prayers everyday.,
Mondays are of special significance as thesy worship

Lord shiva on that day, and do not =zat tish,

There is a 3ood relationship amony all the.families

in the area and many a time they all come to Sannammma's
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ald when Narayana ill-tredts her, Some of the
younger women even jet tojeiher and Jo Lo ankola

Lo see a £1ilm, two or three times in a year,

bolitical awareness: Sannamma scous to be quite
conscious'politiCally and is able to zather various
opinions at the market where she joes almost everyday,
Even while casting their botes, koth she and Gangi

are able to make their o.n declisions,  pheir main
consideration is that they shnould volte for the party
that has been most stable and well Kaown,

General awarenesgs: sSannamma 1g aware thalt some

schewmes have been introduced by the Governuent fFor the
benefit of rural areas, 1In fact her hushand has
avalled of some benefits under Lhe IRD Project, and
she herself would like to avail of leans for fish
marketing, However, her enthusicsm is not always
reflected by other persons, who fezl either that all
benefits go only to the richer houscholds, or that
it is more a burden than a help to accept such
benefits. The main reasons quuted for this «re that
the rate of interest is too high; fish catch has
Jradually been decreasinyg; it is no lonjer a orof ie
table venture,

IDFP: Sannamma has not heard about the Indo-Danish
Fisheries Project or the harbour st Tadri as it is
locally referrea to, Narayana too has not heard of
the Project, and even thouih he is a memker and
att-nds all the meetings of the local Fisheries!
Co~operative Society there are no discussions on the
IDFP. However, it is through the Co-operative
Society that he was able to secure a partnership

loan for the purse-seine on which ne wOorks,
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sannamma knows nothing about the working of the
Co-operative or that a similar society for

fisherwomen has been started at Tadri,

The future: Sannamma does not think that sne and

her family could be resettled at Tadri under the
Project as it would mean that they would have to
leave the homestead and move to unfamiliar surroun-
dings. She is nét sure that there would he enough
work for all of them there, Instead, she, and
other women like her, ovrefer that some sort of
additional employment be provided within the
village. aApart from this, she does not see any
change in her lifestyle in the future, In fLact

she 1is worried that her hushand does nol look after
the family and wonders how she can manaje to
educate her children. She prefers that they should

study well and not be uneducated like ner,

Rejardinyg her sisters, Sannamma is hopeful that
Bhajl can get a job - may ke in the local drying shed

cand would like to see her sisters married soon,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF IDFP TO THE HOUSEHOLD

Trawlers owned by fishermen of Gangavali, Manjuguni
and other villages closer to Gangavalil land at Ganga-
vali, Saﬁnamma and her sister sell fish kbrought from
these itrawlers, However, after the harbour at Tadri
is completed, these trawlers may land at Tadri since
they would be able to get a better price at Tadri
which is a bigger landing centre than Gangavali.

In which case, the women would have no f£ish to sell,
They would have to go to Tadri to buy fish for later

sale,
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The co—oﬁerative societies in the project area will
be asked to undertake marketing of fish landed by
Ithe IDFP boats, Lf Gangavali soclety distributes
some boats, then some fish would be available for
local.sale., This, however, aay aot be enough for
all the women vendors from Gangavali., They will
have to go to other landing centres to purchase
fish. Theilr expenses on transovort, and jice would
increase,~ Since at the moment transport facili-
ties are not adeguate, it would take longer time for
them to reach the market, Consequently, the
quality of fish will deteriorate and will mean
reduced income to the fisherwomen,

Narayana, is already a partner on a purse-siene
and is not likely to get an additional boat under
the IFDP. '

Therefore, unless iﬁfrastructnral facilities like
transport, storage facilities, and so on are
provided Sannamna is likely to Le affected adversely,
Since it is Sannanna‘s incomne that goes towards
maintaining the family - the standard of living of
the family may deteriorate,
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CASE STUDY NO.4,6

BEERAMMA =~ A FRESH FISH VENDOR (OWN CATCH)
AND WIFE OF A PURSE SIENE PARTNER,

1. Village :  GANGAVALLTI
2, Name $ Beeramma
3. Age : 38
4. Caste : Ambiga
5 Education t Illiterate
6o Age at marriage : 15
7. Number of pregnancies s 13
8. Number of living childw : 2
ren
9, Pamily Planning Status : Not sterilised
%0. Size of the household s 3
i ponush Looome 0S4 re.9,s00/-
12, Annual expenditure of
the household t Rs.13,600/=
{Reported)

Family Background:-~ Beeramma 1s an Ambiga by caste and

has been living in Gangavalli since her birth 38 years
ago. Even her parents have always lived here, and
everyone has been working in fishing and marketing of
fresh and dry fish. Beeramma has seven sisters and

one brother; the sisters are all married and settled

in different villages., Her brother works as a partner
on a purse-seine, Apart from these children, Beeramma's
mother lost 5 children when they were very young and

she does not remember the cause of their death,

Beeramma's House and other Assetsi- Beeramma's house

was constructed 25 years ago by the Government, when
her hut was destroyed in the floods., It is located
close to the main road and is in clean surrouadings,
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The house has tiled roof, mud walls and cement floor,
Clothes are hung on a rope runnlng across the front
room, and on the wall pictures of Lord Mahabaleshwar
and Goddess Mahakali are hung. A photo of Narayana,
Beeramma's husband (taken when the purse-siene on
which he works was bought) also hangs beside 1it,
There is also a place to hang calenders and a basket,
There is a second room behind the front room and this
is used as the kitchen, Beside these rooms there 1s

a passage where the nets are hung on ropes,

Adjacent to the house, a small area covered with
thatceh on all sides serves as the bathing room and
water is heated in an earthen pot, There is no
furniture, transistor, etc., in the house,

The house is the only major asset of the family; they
do not own any land. Apart from this they own a
traditional boat of 9 feet length in which one person

can slt, Narayana is also a partner of a purse seine,

Beeramma's Marriages- Beeramma was married at the age

of 15; since then she has had to undergo the burden of

13 pregnancies, and as there were no hospitals, all the
children were born at home, However, only two children -
Ganapathi and his older sister - survived, while
Beeramma had one miscarriage, a 2 year o0ld daughter

died of polio, and one girl died of convulsions, The
other children, all boys died due to some illness or the
other and Beeramma 1s not aware of the exact cause of
death,

Daughter's Wedding:-~ The daughter was married, 4 years

ago, to a boy from Karwar of whom they came to know

through some relatives, He works as a labourer on a




trawler and earns an income of %,800/- to #.1000/- per
month. The two day wedding was performed in Beeramma's
House and while the bride's family spent about Rs,6000/-
the groom spent #&,3000/-, No dowry was given at the time
of marriage and both parties shared the expenses. The
daughter now has two children and she too gave birth at
home, Neither of the children are educated, since her
income i¢ very uncertain and she has never had enough

money to send them to school,

Beeramma's Daily Routine: Beeramma being the only woman
in the house, the burden of all the household work falls
on her, She gets up early in the morning and after-having

a wash she prepares tea for everyone, Then it is time to
sweep the yard and the house, fetch drinking water, Then
she cooks breakfast, and after that, lunch., She i= able

to rest for a while after lunch.

Ganapathi's Work: Since, Ganapathi is too young to work

on a mechanized boat, he goes for fishing in the Gangavali

river, in their small country craft, He usually leaves
house by 6 or 8 A,M, and returas any time between 3 P.M,
and 5 P,M, The usual varieties of fish caught are river
fish like Lady fish, Madle & Kagalasi, The daily catch
ranges from 2 kilos to 15 kilos, the fish is sold by

Beeramma.,

Selling Fish: By 3 pm or so, Ganapathi brings in the fish
which he has caught, Beeramna goes to sell this either at

the local market or at other markets, depending on the time

when Ganapathi returns. If he comes early, say at 3 pm, she

goes to a distant market like Banklkoodla or Gokarna or
even Ankola, where she can get a good price for the fish,
If the catch arrives late in the evening, she selects a
nearby market - say 2 or 3 km away within walking distance
. or may sell 1t in the village 1itself, '
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What she first does when the catch ie landed, is to separate
the quality fish and the lesser variety of fish, This she
arranges in separate baskets and on the day the research
team visited she had two baskets of fish, totalling 15 kilos.
She keeps aside about 6 good fish for the day's meal,

If there i1s more than one basket of fish, Beeramma takes the
help of a neighbour to carry the fish to the market, Beeramma
pays Rse2/~ or ks,3/- to the neighbour for having carriedq
the fish basket to market,

Other women from her village too can be found selling £ish .
and the main customers are from the non-fishing castes -
naiks and halakki gowdas. Each vendor has her regular custo-
mers and everyone is assured of some income,

While large sized quality fish are sold at Rse 1/~ per piece
smaller -fish are given at 20 pieces per rupee, Beeramma
sometimes gilves fish in exchange for other items like
arecanut leaves, which she can use for cOvering the basket
and exhibiting the varieties of fish at market,

As other women bring in more fresh fish, however, she is
féfced to sell her fish (especially the small varieties)
at lower prices, say 25 pieces per rupee, In a matter of
less than 2 hours, Beeramma is able to sell the entire
catch and earn a net income of s,15/-, Agsuming that she
sells fish for 20 days in a month for 8 months in a year
her annual income would amount to Rs42,400/=,

Depending on the market she chooses to sell at she spends
about Rs.7/= for transport. That is, on a day when she goes
to Ankola about 5 miles away from Gangavali, she firest

has to cross the river by ferry, and the charge is 10
paise. Then she takes a bus paying 60 paise and a rupee
for luggage. On such days she alsoc has food and tea at
some hotel in Ankola, which would cost approximately &5,5/-.
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But Beeramma stresses that though her income may be good
on one day, she may not earn anything for the next 3 days.
Only if Gahapathi brings in a good catch she will be able
to sell and make some profit,

Husband's work: Before the purse-seine was sanctioned to

Gangavali village, Narayana was engaged in fishing 1in
traditional boat. When the purse-seine boat was sanctioned
to Gangavali village, he joined as a partner. The Syndicate
- Bank at Gokarna has provided a loan of R.6/~ lakh and
Narayana has the loan of Bs¢50,000/~ in his name,

Narayana and his colleagues go for fishing everyday. Only
there is any mechanical breakdown they stay back. They go
about 25-40 kms distance for fishing. Most of the time they
gell their catch at the Karwar landing centre, because they
get a good price for fish at this centre than in aany of the
other landing centres and also because they can bring the
fish to the landing centre soon, since they do fishing

close to Karwar.

The average dally income of each partner after deducting the
loan instalment and & commission of 3% to federation and
other daily expenses including diesel is about Rso25=30/~,
Last season, i.e. from September 1983 - March 1984 they
worked only for 6 months. So, Narayana's net average lincome
was 85.,800/- per month and &.5,600/- per season. After
February, since there was no work on the purse-geine,
Narayana joined as a trawler labourer for a wage oOf 5,20/~
per day. He worked till the end of May and earned an
average monthly income of Rs,500/~, Narayana's income as a

labourer was Rs.1,500/.

Annual Income and Expenditure of the Household: Beeramma's

income from sale of fish amounts to roughly Rs.2,400/- a
year. In addition to this thefe is Narayana's income,
amounting about Rs,7,100/- per fishing season, In all, with
three people working, the annual income o: the household
ranges from Rs.,9,500/= in a good year, to Rs, 7,000/~ in a
year with poor fish catch.
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wAnual Expenditure: Total annual expenditure is approximately

'“%43,600/-. The main items of eXpenditure in Beeramma's house
1s as follows:-

1. Food - Rse 4,500,00
2, Clothing - Rse 800,00
3. Medicine - RSe 100,00
4., House repair - Rs, 200,00
5. Repayment of loans - Rse 2,000.00
6. Liquor - Rse 6,000,00

Total R3.13,600,00

Indebtedness: It i two years since Narayana took the loan

of %.50,000/~ for purse seine partnership, Now this is the
major amount to be repvaid, and he can do so only in a good
fishing season, He is Fequired to repay this loan over a
period of five years, in instalments of Rs412,000/= a year,
However, he has been able to repay only a nominal amount in
the last 2 years. Moreover, since fishing has not been very
good, it is unlikely that he will repay the loan on time,

Apart from this, Beeramma also is in debt, She usually
borrows from the local shop and from her neighbours, When
Narayana is away at work, she purchases provisions on credit
from the local shop, This is repaid on Narayana's return,

Managing the Household: Since Naravyana is away at work most

of the time ang Ganapathi is still young, it is upto
Beeramma to manage the houcehold, She has to make all the
day to day decisions and try to satisfy the needs of the
family with whatever income she and Narayana earn, Whatever
money she earns, she keeps with her ang utilizes it to
purchase provisions, Besides this Narayana's money is usegd
to pay off shop loans and money borrowed from neighbours,
Though she buys rice, oil and vegetables for Rs,12/~ on a
glven day, she may have to stretch this over 3-4 days when
she has no income, This is why she has not been able to
educate her son, Besides, only if Ganapathi catches fish
does she have anything to sell., So if Ganapathi was sent
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to school or to work elsewhere, Beeramma would have no

income at all,

She is unhappy with their lifestyle which has remained
unchanged, for the last 25 years and that the fishing
community is cursed with the uncertainity of their
occupation, She feels that it is only the big merchants
who are growing rich at the expense of the fishermen.

Alcoholism: Since he is also given to drinking liquor

everyday, even when there is no income, Narayana demands
money from his wife, Therefore, she borrows money from
neighbours to give Narayana money for his liquor. Asked
whether she is not encouraging him to drink, she can only
say that it is the wife's duty to look after the husband
well and take care of his needs.

Health: At present Beeramma, her husband and Ganapathi are
keeping well, If they are sick they usually go to Gokarna
or to Ankola, where there is a government hospital, Some-
times they also take mediéines from the local doctor at
Bankikodla, They may have to spend Rs.6/= to Rs.10/~ at

one time as doctor's fees and medicines and Rs,2/- on
transport if they go to Ankola,

Beeramma informed that they occasionally go to hospital.
Usually they take native medicines for minor sickness,
like cold, cough, fever., If the sickness cannot be cured

by native medicines only then, they go to a doctor.

Soclal and Religious life:; Since Beeramnna and her husband

are from the game village and have spent all their lives
here, they have no difficulty in getting on with the
neighbours. Many of them are in fact related to them, and
they are ready to help out in times of need, No one in

the house reads newspapers and there is no radio in the
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4 house, It is only through the neighbours that they come

to know of the news, and Ganapathi likes to listen to the
radio and goes to the neighbour's house to listen.

Marriages and festivals are alsc occasions for people to
visit each other, In spite of all the hardships, these
events are celebrated on a large scale, The most important
festivals are Shankaranthi, celebrated as a thanks giving
during the harvest and Ugadi, the commencing of the new
year., There are fairs in the village to celebrate other
festivals, and there are night-long activities like street
plays, processions of idols etc, '

-

Political Awarenesg: Both Beeramma and Narayana are politi-
cally disinterested and in fact felt that which ever
government may be in power, the condition of poor people

would remain unchanged, Once people come toO power they _
are not interested in helping'others. Though people exercise
their vote, there is no independent thinking, Everyone votes
for the person whom their leader decides and they are not

concerned about who comes to power,

General Development Programmes: Narayana has availed of

the partnership loan under the IRDP scheme, and has also
got a loan through the flood relief funds, Now Beeramma
has been told of the bank loan for fish marketing. But she
does not wish to avail of this scheme, as she feels that
the rate of interest is tco high., With so much uncertainty
in fish catch and prices, she says if she earns a good
profit one day, there may be other days when she incuras
loss, Therefore, it would be impossible to repay loans

on time,

Awareness of IDFP: Beeramma has no knowledge about the
IDFP and has no desire to settle in Tadri, She is very
emphatic about this, saying that they cannot leave the

birth place, where all their relatives also stay; would
stay in the village itself, However, Narayan was aware
that a harbour was being constructed at Tadril, and that
boats would be distributed. He 1is not interested in
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applying for a boit since he is a partner of a purse-siene
boat. '

The Future: There appears to be no indication that life for

Beeramma and Narayana would change much in the future, As
Narayvana gets older, things would become more difficult. So
Beeramma hopes that her son Ganapathi will continue his
father's work and look after both of them,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF IDFP TQ_THE HQUSEHOLD

Narayana is a partner on a purse-siene and is therefore not
eligible for a gillnet boat from the IDFP., He will continue
to land his boat at Karwar since they generally 3o fishing
near Karwar,

Beeramma only sells fish broujht by her son Ganapathi on

the traditional boat, Ganapathi is not likely to face
any problems and he will continue to land at Ganjavali
and Beeramma will also continue to sell fish brought by

Ganapathi,

The nutrition status of the household, as in other
households will not change,

Therefore, this household is not likely to be affected
by the IDFP in any significant way,
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CASE STUDY NO,4,7

LAKSHML » MOUHER OF GILL NET PARTNER

Keni (Gabitwada)

1. Vvillage

2. Name : Lakshmi

3. Age : 48

d. Caste "3 Gabit

5. Education : Illiterate
6. Age at marriage s 15

7. No, of predgnancies , : 6

8, No., of living children s 4

9. Family Planning staus : Not oﬁerated
10, Size of the household P 3

T esehold (estimated) ¢ Rs. 11,800/~
12, Annual expenditure of ¢ Bs.11, 300/~

the household (reported)

_ Family Background: Lakshmi is the only daughter. She got

married at the  age of 15 years. Her husband too is from
the same village. Both her parents and her parents-in-laws
are not alive. Lakshmi has 2 daughters and 2 sons. Both
her daughters are married, one is living in Medheoll and
the othef 1s Gangavali, Her sons are not married yet

and they are living with her. The house they are living

at present was constructed by Lakshmi's husband 25 years
back. Her husband died in 1966 due to heart attack and

excessive smoking of Bangi (tobacco).

Lakshmi's Marriage: Lakshml got married in the same village

and in the same house in which she stays at present., At
that time this house was a small hut with thatched roof
and mud wall, In those days the bridegroom had to pay the
bride's side some money for the marriage expenses, She
received Rs,150/~, gold bangles and ear rings during the
marriage, Marriages are celebrated with festive foods

and sweets. About 200-300 guests are invited and gifts

are exchanged.




Lakshmi Qent‘to Mission Hospital at Ankola for her first
delivery as she was afraid of delivering at home, Inspite
of this the first child, a male, was a still birth, Later
on she gave birth {o other children at home, After Surya-
_kanth was born she delivered one more child at the Mission
Hospital which was a girl, agaln it was a stlll birth. She
lost 2 children and the other 4 arelkeeping fine,

HOusehold Assets and Amenities: Lakshmi's son owns 20 gill
nets, and a gill net boat. They have 1¥2 Gunte (40 Guntes=
1 Acres) of garden around the house, in which they have

grown'6 coconut trees and some plantain trees. Other than
this they have no other assets.

Drinking Qater is available close to the house from a
community well. There is no electricity in the house,
though the village has been electrified. In the backyara
there is a room for heating water and bathing. There 1is
no toilet in the house, they usually go near the sea

shore.

Lakshmi's Work: Lakshmi was working as an agricultural

labourer, engaged in net making and repairing and marketing
of fish. From 1981 onwards she stopped working outside as
her son grew up and started working on a glllnet boat.

Now she takes care of the household work, and if her

health permits she goes to the market to séll fish .

brought by her sons, These days she ls not keeplng good
health, She has high blood pressure due to which she

often has headaches and gilddiness,

When the study teamuas talking to her, she recelved news
from her brother-in-law that her son's gillnet boat had
arrived. She immediately left for the sea shore.The study
team members followed her to her work spot. Her son sold
the fishcatch for approximately .80/~ to a wholesale
merchant, Mr. Nayak, of Ankola. The wholesale merchant
did not pay him any money but ne wrote down in a small
account book the amount due to her son. Other than the
fish sold to him, she collected some odd varieties of
fish brought by her son to sell it in Ankola market.

After coming home she separated the good ones and spoiled



Ones, kept some good fish for household consumption

and gave tne remaining fish to her brother-in-law's daughter
Rekha - (18 years) staying adjacent to her house to sell

it at Ankola market. Lakshmi informed that she gives Rekha
One or two rupees and tea expenses for marketing the fish,
the remaining amount, R.6 to 8/- brought by Rekha is kept
by her for daily household expenses.

Lokshmi's sons and their work: Jayaram is Lakshmi's elder
son, he has passed SSLC in 1974 énd he knows about the
worldly affairs. He takes decisions on all important matters
after consulting his mother Lakshmi. In 1982; Jayarasm took
a loan of R,35,000/~ from Syndicate Bank of Ankola and
constructed the mechanised ¢gill net boat. Last year the
nets were all damaged sO he could not make good profit.
This year the Kirloskar Engine was under repair for some
days hence he has incurred loss. He has informed the
Syndicate Bank officials and sought further loan of
Rs¢10,000/~ for making new nets. But the bank officials
refused to give further loan, hence he has taken [3.10,000/-
personal loan from relatives and friends for preparing

a new net,

Jaysram informed that when he was working as a labourer
on other‘boats he was able to save at least some money,
but after owding 8 glll net boat he has been unable to
Save or repay the bank instalments promptly as he is

undergoing loss at every stage,

Jayaram works for 9 months in a year and in a month he

goes out fishing on gill net boat about 20 to 25 days.
During the monsoon season; along with his brother ana mother
he makes new nets and repairs old nets. During September

to December if the catch is good and prices are high they
need not work the rest of the year as the income during
these months is enough to cover the whole years expense.

But for the last few yesars neither the catch has been good
nor the market prices, The fish market is controlled by
merchants (who contro} the market prices) and therefore

the fishermen have no alternative., The federation overates
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during the flSthg season. During the lean season, tne
federation is not tnere to buy tne fish from the fishermen
apd therefore alternative buyers have Lo be sought out
which further decreédses their income which is already very

small during such periods,

Jayaram is ambitious of doing something on his own, name ly
purchasing an auto oOr opening a provision shop. 2 years
back he tried to get some joh in KSRTC, through 3 General
Manager by paying a bribe of Bs. 2,000/~, but for his ill
luck the General Manager died and he lost Rs, 2,000/~, atter
that he lost interest in seeking a job.

Survakanth, Lakshmi's second son went fishing the previous
evening at 3 p.m. and had returned with ${sh catch when
we were interviewing his mother at 11 a.m. The day's catch
was sold at Rs,80/- (approximately 20 kgs of seer fish) He
informed that they had spent fs.40/- (approximately 10
1iters of diesel and they had just managed to get diesel
cost * Rs,10/- per head). Since the catch had decreased
suryakanth had gone out fishing with other partners,
without his elder brothexr Jayaram. Iinstead of Jayaralm
another net owning partner who is 3 relative of Lakshmi
went out £fisning. For a gill net, a3 minimum of 4 persons

i1s required. The other partners are from the same village

and caste.

Unlike his elder brother, Suryakanth is shy and does not
know much about what is happening around him. He also
works for 9 months in a year and in a mmonth, 15 to 20
days he-goes out fishing. During monsoon season he maxes

new nets and repairs the old nets.

Economics of Gillnet Operated by Jayaram and Suryvakanth:

INCOME 3

No. of months of fishing : 9 months
No. of days of fishing in a month : 20 days
Average income per day : Rs, 200/~
Average income for one month : Bs,4,000/-

Average income for 9 months R5336 000/
° _'. e

S,

— = m e —
-~ P S
- R L T . - .
: . . - e
] - P o -~ - —




3 142

EXPENDITURE §

1. (a8) 10 Litres of diesel per

fishing day at B,4/- per litre ¢ M40/~ day
(b) for 20 days i RseB0O/-
(c) for 9 months 't R, 7,200/~
2. 'To paint the boat ocutside, 2 .
times in a year FBe300/
3. Cashewnet oil/fish oil, painting 1 5,600/
to wooden reapers of inside boat °
4. Repair and maintenanqe of bost : B,600/-
5. Repayment to bank towards gill . _
net boat loan ¢ 1.5,000/
Total eXpenditure : ks, 13, 700/~
6. Net income RS, 22, 300/~

7. All the partners get equal share
30 each partner gets approximately

.

RSQS' 600/"‘

8. Since Jayaram and Suryakanth are
individual partners, each one gets

.

Rse 5,600/~
9, Total annual income of the house-

hold is Rs,11,200/~ from fishing and

Rs, 600/~ from coconut trees.
ANBUAL EXPENDITURE OF THE HOUSEHOLD : The houschold

exXpenditure can be classified as follows:-—

1. Food - BRse 6,400-00
2. Clothing - ., 2,500-00
3. Medicines/fees - s, 80000
4, Transport - Rs, 600-00
5, Entertainment _ - I3, 50u-00
6

. House repalr - fis, 500-00

Rse 11,300-00

Alcoholism: Jayaram and Suryskanth do not consume liquor,

in this village there is no arrack shop, There is an arrack
shop, 1 km from Keni where they buy Goa Fenny -and counﬁry
liquor. Majority of the men from this village go there to
drink Goa Fenny which is available at a Cheaper rate than
arrack., ’
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Lakbhml 5 Health: Lakshml has not been keeping good health.

She goes to Dr., Patll’s clinic at Keni for treastment. She
has been taking sllopathic medicines. She may hovo to spend
R$430/~ to 8,40/~ in a month on doctor's fees and medicines.
She do not like to eat fish, and so she eats more vegetables,
Her sons usually bring vegetables from the market. The day
we went, Jayaram had returned home witn vegetables from

Ankola market,

—

Son's Puture:Lakshmi informed that she has given full free-

dom to her sons to choose their wives as they are the one
who will live with them. She does not exXpect any dowry

for her sons eventhough she has given dowry to her—daughters.
Jayaram informed that he will select a girl who is equal

in status to them and does not like to take dowry. Lakshmi
expects a good future for her sons as they know s lot more
than their father., -Jayaram also wents to improve his

mechéanised fishing,

Awareness gbout 1DFP: Jaysram and Suryakanth know about

the Tadri Project and they alsc know tnat through Co-
operative Society boats will be distributed. He does

not like the idea of moving to Tadri as they lose contact
with this village, where his ancestors, were born and
lived. He is a member of the Keni Fishermen's Co-operative

Society.

Ceneral Awasreness: Jayarau 1s aware tlist a naval base

i1s coming up at Karwsr and Keni will be submerged. He
expects a government job, close to the sea shore under
the resettlement programme. There is no radio in the
house, but both of them read Kannada newsonaper wnen

they go to ankola market.

Social and Political Activities: The neighbours are good

to them relstives living near to the house help Suryakanth
to pull the boat to shore, Lakshmi informed that because
of her husband's relatives she was able to bring up

her children., Lakshmi manages the house, money is given

0
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to her by sons to bring provisions ang other items to
run the family., Jayaram ang Suryakanth go to Ankola
town to see movies and attend important functions, if

any,

Jayaram and Suryakanth are aware’ of the political parties
and their policies. Last time they voted for Congress,
this time to Janatha Party,

Likely Consequences of the IDFP to Household:Jayaram and

Suryakanth are partners of a gill net boat., If they can
get a new boat under 1LFP, they want to sell the present
gill net boat which is continuously under repairs, Lakshmi's
work remains unaltered as she is not keeping well and
Occassionally she goes for marketing 6f fish. The members
Oof family are totally against moving to Tadri. The house-~
hold nutrition status is good and would remain the same.
Since Tadri is quite far from Keni the impacf of the
project would hardly be felt. Jayaram and Suryakanth
eXpect the Federation to play an-active role and freezing
and ice plant to Keni under IDFP, so that it will help
fishermen to get good price for thelr catch.
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-CASE STUDY NO, 4,8

SUKRI - MOTHER OF A TRAWLER LABQURER

1. Village ¢ Aganashini
2., Name t Sukri

3. Age ‘ : 45

4, Caste ¢ Harikanth

5. Education . ¢ Illiterate
6. Age at marriage : 12

7. No, of Prégnancies 3 8

8, No, of living children I .
9, Family Planning Status ¢ Not sterilised
10, Size of the household s 7

11, ?gggiiatgg?me of the household t Rse5, 680/

12. Annual Expenditure of the
household (reported)

Rse 7,089/

The Homes: The house .is just by the side of river Aganashini,
On entering the house, there is an open verandah, covered
by coconut thatch and gunny bags on both sides, In this
verandah there are several ropes to hang clothes, nets

and so on, Apart from the Verandah, there is a room and

a kitchen. Pictures of Gods and Goddesses are put up in

the room. The kitchen is kept tidy with brass and stainless
steel utensils, The room and kitchen are ventilated and
have a common electric lamp, There is a esmall place at

the back which is used for kathing,

The front of the house 1s smeared with cowdung, This area
is used to dry fish and paddy. Fish was covered with a
torn net, so as to prevent crows from lifting fish., Paddy
was also dried, On one side there was a ralsed platform
and a roof decorated with flowers and mango leaves, On-
this the family God, Lord Venkateshwara was kept, On
religious/important days all the family members pray to
this God.
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Sukri, is the mother of & trawler labourer, Parameswar,

She is also engaged in selling fish

What follows is a description of her case, as reported
by Sukri,

My Family Background: My pareants are from Haldipur village,

which is 18 miles from Honnavar. My mother died 3 vyears
back and my father is living with me at present as he has
no sons, I have two younger sisters, who are also married
and at present staying at Haldipur with their husband and
children., My father stays with them sometimes, Recently
he came to my house to spend time with me, As I am tied
up here with my children anid an aged, diseased husband,
I am unable to visit my native place, Hence, I asked my

father to come and stay with me,

My - husband Mabulu is from this village, his parents and
ancestors are also from this village, Mabulu is not keeping
good health for the last 4 or 5 years, He fecls very tired
if he works for a long time and occasionally he gets
convulsions, Then he becomes very weak and needs 3 to 4
days rest. iabulu is unable to undertake tough work 1like
going out fishing on a mechanised kboat, so he is engaged
in 0dd jobs like helping me in my household work, lboking
after children and occasionally less strenous agriculture
work. Mabulu has a youanger brother, but no sisters., The
brother is a partner of a purse-siéner given by Tadri
FPishermen Co-operative Society for people from Aganashini
village. He has 4 children, 3 sons and a daughter, Earlier
my husband was alsc a partner, as he is not keeping well

he had to resign from partnership.

My marriage: I got married to Mabulu, when I was 14 years
old, My father and Mabulu's father were friends and that

is how we got married, During those 3days the bridegroom
used to give money to the krides party to meet the marriage

expenses, so0 I also got Rs.100/~ from my husband, unfortunately,

it is no longer so, Many parents prefer a salaried/well




off son~in~law for their daughters, and so pay a dowry
to the son-in-law. My marriage was performed in my village
Haldipur and it was a 2 days affair, There days we cannot
afford to spend so much and so marriages are over in a day
and all the relatives return to their home the came day,
I gave birth to 8 children at home out of which only 5 are
living today. The other 3 children, 2 boys and one girl
died before attaining one year, I do notknow the causze of
death. As I was out of house on work most of the time,
children used to eat uncooked food and spoiled the health
and died,

My Husband's Occupation: My husband Mabulu is a traditional

fisherman like his father., Mabulu was also engaged in fishing
on traditional boat, During those days many people in our
village were afraid of going out fishing on a mechaniced boat,
Slowly men in our community are also taken to fishing on
mechanised boats., Whatever you may say, those were the good
days becaure catch was less and price was good and we ured

to get quality fish, Nowadays, especially after mechanisation,
even though the fish catch is good, it is not of the same
quality as the fish caught is put on the toat for several
hours without ice and ceveral fishes get damaged due to

rough handling of net,

Assets:s Mabulu got 15 cents of land from the land lord of
Bargi village who belongs to nayak caste, On this piece of
land we grow paddy and pulses. Whatever wve grow, infact, is
not sufficient for us. We buy rice from cutside, The land
reform act came and helped people like us from land lords
who were getting unnecessary share due to our hard work,
Now no more of it, thanks to Congress Goveranment for
implementing 1it,

This house is in Mabulu's name, However, there is no drinking
water facility. We have to walk three furlongs to fetch
water. The village provides most of the other facilities,
There is a falr price ShOp from where I kuy sugar, rice aad

0il, There is a primary school in the village, but, there is
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no hospital orclinic, We have to go to Gokarna or Bada to
get medical help, There is a government hospital in Kumta.
We usually go there, pay the doctors fees, Since there ic a
pucca tar road 2ani a regular bus service to the village,
travelling to Kumta is no problem, My husband is a manber
of the Tadri fishermen's co-operative society, from where
he got a quintal of rice as flood relief, Otherwire, he has
not utilised any other benefit,

My Work: I am an illiterate, and right from ay childhood I

am engaged in fishing activities. I go to the Tadri landing
centre whenever fishing lLoats start arriving, along with

other women of my village to unload the fish from the koats.
One lady from the group deals with the boat avners to decide
on the wages, Usually I take the passenger boat from Aganashini
to Tadri and back, T have to pay Rs,1/- for to and fro

journey without fish, If we take fish then another 50 paise

has to be paid,

8 months 1in a year, T amn engaged in marketing of fishfun-
loading of fish, During rainy reason I work in the agricul-
ture fields. I am unakle to say how many days in a month

I sell fish as the fishing activity is so uncertain, If
fishing 1s done then only we have work otherwise we have

to engage ourselves in all types of od3d jobs, For the
loading work at Tadri I earn from #s5,5/~ toO Rs,10/= depending
on how many baskets I have loaded on to the truck. I can
earn a maximum of Rs,10/- per day and a minimum of Ps,5/=

per day. While returning from Tadri I also buy 10 to 20

kgs fresh fish from local merchante paying fs.45/= to Rs,60/-
for retail trade at Kumta market, which is about 14 kms
from Aganashini., I go to Kumta market by bus around 5 or

6 pm and return hom€ by around 8 or 9 pm. I have to spend
Rse 2/~ tO Rse 3/~ towards bus fare and tea and I make a profit
of Rs410/- to Rs,15/~. Occasionally I sell dry fish at Kumta
market. If the guantity of dry fish is not much then it is
utilised for home or given to neighbours in exchange for

some other food items,
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My Children: My eldest son Mahabaleshwar is mentally

retarded since birth. He stays at home and occasiocnally
helps me in my household work., During his childhood

days he was very mischevious and stole from neighbours,
Hence he was sent to Central Jail in Bangalore by the
police and was sentenced to 6 years imprisonment, My
husband went to Bangalore and requested the jail autho-
rities and assured them that he will take care of the son,
Then the sentence was reduced to 6 months and Mahabaleswar
was Dbrought back, Both of us are worried about his rfuture

as he has become useless,

My second son Parameshwar has studied upto 6th staﬁdard

and he reads Kannada newspaper and is fond of listening

. to the radio, He wants to buy a radio but there is no money.,
At present he cannot afford to buy one, Parameshwar started
working on a trawler boat from this season (Trawler No.82
FMF, Landing at Tadri), He has to work continuously for

8 monthé and earns Rs,1000/-, His work in the trawler is to
separate the prawns, clean the boat, grind masala for

curry and other petty jobs. Daily he leaves home at 6 a,m,
and comes back home with small quantities of fish around 5 or
6 p.m,.

My first daughter Gowri is illiterate, we did not find

the necessity of sending her to school as she had to

take care of my younger children Kamala and Budyantha,
when I went out on werk, Now she also helps me in all my
household work and gainful work. At present she is also
engaged in drying ftrash fish for a wage at Tadri harbour,
She earns Rs,5/- to Rs,6/- per day for this work and works
from September to May. She goes to Tadri wlith lunch

around 8 a,m. and works upto 6 p.m. and returns home by
boat. The employer sometimes give tea and except that no
other facilities are provided, She has to carry heavy loads
of trash fish weighing 25 to 30 kgs from landing centre to
the drying shed and spread it on sand for drying. She has
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to work in the hot sun from morning to evening, spreading
and turning, dry trash fish, Every year she need not have
to go to same drying shed for work, but during off season
we take advance from the dry fish merchant hence she is

obliged to werk for the same owner,

My second daughter Kamala angd my third son Budyantha are
studying in 3rd and 1st standard respectively in Kannada
medium school in Aganashini. I want atleast these two
children to study well and take up some salaried job, so
that they need not toil like us for their livelihood,

Qur Food: We consume fish daily., Only on rellglous days
and on saturdays we do not consume fish, For a meal I cook
about 3 to 1 kg of fish brought by me or my son who is
working on a trawler boat, iWe eat all kinds of fish, and
whatever is easily available in the area, Our diet includes
rice and ragi daily, Sugar, tea, pulses, oil, are brought
from shop after the sale of fish, depending on the profit

I get,

Managing_ the house: As my husband Mabulu is not keeping well,,

I am managing the house and spend money on household
exXpenses, My children give me their earnings and keep very
little for their expenses. My husband takes money from

me whenever he needs it, I also give him money to drink
liquor, Mabulu does not consume liquor like other men in
this village. Once in a week he drinks 100 ml of liquor,
for which he has to pay #5.3.40. We celebrate Ugadi, Holi,
Diwali, Chowli and other festivals in our house. We prepare
sweets and pray to God, We also visit our relatives houses
in the village or in neighbouring villages, Occasionally
we stitch new clothes for festivals, as we cannot afford
to buy new clothes for every festival,

Awareness of the Project: iabulu says the Congress Govern-

ment has done a few good things namely land reforms act,

Janatha housing, bhagyajothi single electric lamp scheme,

He is also aware of the Ipdo-Danish Fisheries Project

coming up at Tadri, Infact he wants Parameshwar to take.



3 151 3

up gill net partnership, after a year or two as he is too
young for it just .now, I know Tadri is getting a harbour
but I do not know what other benefits we can get through
this project, During the monsoons flood water enters the
house and we are unakle to stay. IS the prersent project
can do something to improve the housing condition of
Aganashini village then we will be very grateful to the
project officers, I would like to take a loan from the
bank for marketing of fresh fish so that I can repay the
0ld debts. We are not interested in moving to Tadri.

Decision making and treatment by neighbour: Any decision

in the house is taken jointly by Mabulu and me. Regarding
education of children, marriage and their work the decision
is taken ky Mabulu. The neighbours are good to us, Majority
of the people living around us are also harikants and

our relationship is good. The treatment at the landing
centre by men folk is good, they also belong to same caste
or ‘' village

Family Planning and Health: Mabulu feels that he will not

have any more children hence family plaaning operation for
him or me is not necessary., Mabulu gets convulsions once
in 15 days. At that time he is unable to go to the clinic
or hospital immediately, After a few hours he goes to the
¢linic at Kumta for treatment. He may have to spend Rs, 20/~
to Rs.25/= at a time for medicines and doctors fees other
than transport charges,

Indebtedness: Mabulu has taken a loan of R, 650/~ from

relatives and friends. As he does not go out for work
regularly, the present incomne is not sufficient to ran
the family, Therefore he had to borrow money to buy

provisions and other items., Once my son starts earaing

regularly then I can repay there loans.

A m e e e e e e e
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Annual Income (estimated) and Expenditure (revorted) of

the Households The household gets Rs.1,600/- from agricul -

ture and coconuts. Parameshwar who works on a trawler koat
for & months gets R5.1000/-. Gowri working at Tadri drving
shed works for 8 months and earns %,1,080/-, Sukri when
engaged in loading and unloading fish at Tadri and retail
marketing of fresh and dry f£ish earns #5.2000/-, The total

annual income of the household is #,5,680/-

The main item of annual expenditure for the household is

on food, The annual expenditure can be classified as followsi-

Food H Bs, 4,434,00
Tobacco & Liquor 3 Rse 905,00
Medicines : RS 350,00
Clothing : RSe 900,00
Transport H Rse 250,00
Entertainments : RSe 150,00
House Repair H Rs5e 100,00

Rse 7,089,00

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF IDFP _TO THE HOUSEHOLD

Mabulu is a sick person and does not enjaje in
fishing as a full time activity. His son Parameswar,
Mabulu feels, 1s too younj to take up gillnet fishing

and will therefore continue to work as a trawler labourer,

Gowri's work as a labourer at the drying yard is also
likely to continue, Only Sukri who works as a un-
loader is likely to be affected - As in Gowri's case
(Case study No. 11 ) women unloaders may bhe forced to
look for other jobs and women vendors are also likely
to ke affected. (Refer Gowri - Case No, 11 )

Therefore, Sukri's household will be affected adversely,
Sukri's income, which forms a major part of the
household income, will be reduced.
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CASE STUDY NO.4,9

MARKALL - A SHELL COLLECTOR & WIFE OF A TRAWLER

LABOURER
le Village : Mirjan
2. Name . 3 MARKALIL
3. Aje 3 25 years
4, Caste t ‘Ambigaﬂ
5¢ Education t Illiterate
6e Age at Marriage t 11 years
Te No. of Pregnancies H 6

Be No, of Living Children: 4

9 Family Planning sStatus: Ssterilised
10, Size of the household : 6

11. aAnnual Income of the

Household (Estimated) ° Rs 410,660/~
12, Annual Expenditure

of the household : RS,12,150/=

(reported)

'Village Backgrounds: Mirjan, situated on the banks of
the Aganashini river is close to Tadri by boat, The

predominant castes in the village are Ambigas (who
live in a colony separated from the main village by
paddy fieldg) harikants, and non-fishinjy castes like
Naiks, Nayaks; and a few Muslims and Christians.

The major activities of the fishing castes are river
and ocean fishing, shell collection, and marketing of
dry and fresh f£ish, The off season occupation is agriw

culture, agricultural labour and net making and net
repalringe.

Markalits Background: Markali, aged 25 is an Ambiga

by caste, She jot married to Rama aged 35, at the

age of 11, she has 2 sons and two daughters. The
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two daughters are very youny - Chandrakala aged 6 and
Sulochana aged 4, The two sons are oclder = Ganesha
aged 12 and Manja aged 10 years, She went through
six pregnancies but suffered 2 abortions as she feels
this was due to her work of Jathering shells during
her pregnancy, Both Rama and Markali are from the
same village and at present her two brothers and
sisters live in Mirjan, She lost one of her sisters
in an accident as she drowned in the sea while
collecting shells, The other sister is married and

is also living in Mirjan,

Marka;fs Houses The house in which she lives now 1is

very small and cramped and is a kutcha house, with
thatched roof and walls and mud floor smeared with
cowdunge, There is only one poorly ventilated roam,
which serves as the living space for the entire family.,
Clothes and fishing nets are huny on ropes across the
room, There are no amenities like toilets, bathing
place and drinking water which is a major problem in
summer, as all the wells dry up, Since this house,
the only asset of her husband Rama, was damaged duringyg
the floods, he was given a plot of land and funds to
construct a house under the flood relief scheme, The
foundation has been prepared for the new house but the
construction is yet to begin,

Markali's daily routine; Markali has a long and tiring
day. She wakes up at 6,30 AeMe, has to fetch water
from the well which is about 3 minutes! walk from her

house, She then has to prepare the morning meal which
consists of ragyi porridge and has to wash the vessels,
After campleting these household chores, Markali leaves
her home by about 10 aA.M., for shell collection, This

jobk can be done during summer and begins in December,
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January. A 3jroup of wamen Jo together to Tadri by boat,
and from 11 A.M. onwards when there is low tide, they
are able to collect shells, The procedure here is that
wanen stand in water sometimes waist-high, with small
nets huny around their necks, They then plunge head

down into the water and as they come up the shells are
caught in the nets, Ocassionally, when there is no
water, they are able to pick the shells without any effort,
This is a very strenuous occupation leading to several
health problems like backache, headache as the water jets
into her mouth, eyes and ears, Because Markali has to
wade into the water over rough sand, pebbles and broken
shells, her feet are cut severely and damajed due to the
saline water, However, she is forced to do this work as
it provides some income to supplement the family income,

In a day, Markalil is able to collect about 8 Kolazas or
little more than a kilo of shell fish, This she sells

door to door in nearby villages like Hegde and sometimes

in the village Mirjan itself, Normally the meat is

removed fron the shell, placed in water and sold, while
the superior variety of white shells fetches Rs,2/= per
100 (rdughly one kilo) the black variety fetches 50 paise -
75 paise per 100, The outer shell is stored and sold to

the lime factories from where vans cone for collection,

Barlier Markall used to collect shells almost everyday,
at times working till late eveniniy, However since her

sister's death 2 yeéars ago, she gjoes only occasionally
as her husband objects to it,

Besides shell collection, Markali also sells fresh fish
like cat fish, lady fish and Sajuk, which her husband

brings.. This is mainly in the rainy Season, when Rama
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uses his canoe for river fishinj, Some fish is always
kept aside for the day's meal, If Rama jets more than a
kilo of fish, it is sold through the commission agent,
If there is a very small quantity, then she takes a
headload to sell at Hegde, Santejadde, Kumta, etc, oOn
such days, she is able to earn a orofit of Rs,8/- to
Rs.10/- a day, when there is a surplus of fish, Markali
dries it in the vard in front of her house, and sells
dry fish at the rate of six fishes per rupee and on an
average earns Rs.l15/- a day, She also makes nets when
ever there is spare time, as this work can be done within
the house itself,

In the agricultural season, Markali works as a labourer
in the field in nearby villages like Santhejadde and
Nuggekana, The main tasks that Markali performs are
sowing, transplanting and harvesting, Some of the
activities like threshing of paddy is done only hy

Gowdas or Nayaks and fishing castes are not employed for
this,

Payment is made in terms of rice or pcaddy, or money if
preferred by the labourer, Markalil Jets about a kilo
of rice for a day's transplanting and half a kilo of
paddy for sowing and harvesting, In all, she has work
for about 3 months in the season and about 15 days in a
month, Therefore, consideriny that she is employed for
15 days over three months, her income would roughly
amount to Rs.360/- in the agricultural season,

Considering that Markali is engazed in difEerent‘activi~
ties, she is able to find work almost in all months in a
year, and earns at least Rs,5/w- per day, Her annual

income from all these sources amounts to ApPProx, RS,3360/w,
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Rama's Work: Being a trawler labourer, Rama works for
9 months in a year., The boat is owned by a person from
Kimani, and Rama has to be on the boat for several days

together. Thus he is away from home for lonjy stretches
of time, He only comes back on days when there is no
work to be done on the hoat,

In Rama's case he and the other workers are paid on a

share basis and not a monthly salary. Therefore his

earnings are entirely dependent on the fish catche The

value of the fish landed on a jiven day is the basis for
calculating each person's income, Of the total incope, the
owner deducts cost of diesel and maintenance, then 50

per cent of the remaining amount joes to the owner and the
other 50% is shared equally amonj the labourers. In a season
Rama earns RS.5000/~,

In the rainy season, when mechanized boats don't jo out
to sea, Rama stays in Mirjan and joes out in his canoe to
catch river fish which fetches some income in the off
season (about RS.15/= a day). Apart from this Rama makes
trawler nets during off season. He also joes for shell
collection whenever he is in the village during the
season, It is easier for him to wade deeper into thewater
as he is a tall man, and thus he collects more shells =
about 8 Kolagas (1% Kilo) in a day. white shells which
fetch Rs.2/=- per hundred are sent to Honnavar and Sirsi
and black shells are sold by Markali locally.

There are commission ajents in the village who buy fish
and shells locally and sell them to merchants in Sirsi
and Honnavar. River £ish which costs about Rs.12/- to

Rs,15/~ in the village 1s sold for Rs .20/~ or more in
the towns and the commission agent Parameshwar charges a



commission of Re.l/= for every kilo of fish sold,

The agent has given a loan to Rama to meet the
off=-season expenses and thus has a commitment from
Rama to sell fish only to the agent, If these
varieties of fish are sold directly in the market,

it would fetch Rs.3/- to Rs.4/- or more than what is
paid by the traders, But Markali feels the present
system is jood in a way since it saves women the
trouble of walking lony distances to find Jood market
for their catch,

Children's Work: Since children are still young,

Markali does not haveé any help in doing house work
and has to manage on her own, Her husband and sons
Jo out to work almost every day.,

while Manja, the younger son, just catches fish with

a rod, the elder son Ganesha, is working on a trawler
from Kimani, He works as a cook for 9 months during
the season and eards Rs,100/-~ per month, The remaining
months he goes to collect shells and is able to collect
about 4 kolagzas in a day,.

Annual Income of the Household: The total annual income

of the household is approximately Rs,10,560/~, The head
of the household who works as trawler labour, and

engages in river fishing earns Rs,6500/w PEr annum,
Markali who markets fish, collects shells and works as
agricultural labour earns Rs,3360/- per annum., Son Ganesh
who is workinj as a cook in trawler boat at Mirjan

contributes Rs,800/= per annum to the house hold income,

Expenditure Pattern: Markali says that even though

three of them in the household are working, there are
days when there is not enoujh money for even one meal,
She requires atleast Rs,25/~ per day to buy rice, oil,
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chilies and other provisions, This amounts to RS » 9000/~

a year, Besides, there are other other expenses;

House repalr RS,100/= per annum

Medicines : RS, 500/ = o O
Liquor : RS ,2000/« =30
Clothing 3 RS « 500/~ e e
Transport : RS 50/ = = O

All these expenses together amounts to about Rs.12150/=
a year, and in order to make ends meet, Markali usually
buys provisions on credit, and repays whenever she. has

more money.,

Household Debts; Besides petty loans from the local

shop, Rama also borrows money from the Commission

Ajgent Parameshwar, to tide over the expenses when his
income is poor, This debt is usually never cleared of £,
ag there is always some fresh borrowing.

Recently Rama was also sanctioned a loan of Rs,1500/-
from the Fisheries Co-operative Soclety, to purchase
nets, He has to repay this within 4 years with an
interest of 10 per cent,

Manajing the Houses Though Markali manages the day to
day affairs, she cannot take any decisions without her
husband's epinion., She not only has to cope with all

the housework and jo out to work, but also has to stand

her husband's abuses, He has no love or respect for her,
and she has had to pawn all her jewellery just to
provide Rama with money for his liquor,

Birth Control; After four children, Markali decided to
undergo sterlization and a year ago, with the help of
the local nurse she was able to do so. The family
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planningy Association gave her an incentive of RS,120/=,
However, she has not been keeping yood health since then,

and her husband is very anjyry because she was sterilized
against his wishes,

Ill-Treatment by her husband:; Markali's life with

Rama has been full of problems, He 1s addicted to

liquor, as it 1s very common among all the ambigja men

in the village, He spends a large part of hils money on liguor
and ill~treats her when he is intoxicated, She feels

sorry that she has had to spend all her life with such

a person., In fact her parents are not even on

talking terms with Rama., Markall complain s that he is

lazy and beats her and when others try to intervene, he

even quarrels with them,

Health: working on shell fish collection affects

Markali's health, leading to headache, eye problems,
etc. Even sterilisation seems to have adversely
affected her, But Markall does not go to hospital,

or avall of any medical treatment, She says she
cannot afford to pay for it, and in Mirjan there is only
a private doctor who charges high fees, She would
have to jo all the way to Kumta for gjovernment medical
centres, Her daughter Chandrakala was suffering from
cold and cough, even Markalli had fever, but could not
gJo to hospital because, she had no money to meet the
transport and other medical expenses,

Relijious practices/customs:; Markali does not take

part in the village festivals, or any get together
because she does not have gjood clothes and jewellery,
she would like to take part in these functions since
it would give her a chance to get to know people, but,
feels very sad she cannot 3o, She cannot afford to




celehrate festivals,

on Mondays, thursdays and saturdays, fish is not

consumed,

Awareness of IDFP: Markali and Rama are not aware of
the Indo-Danish Project, Markall says that she does

not like to move to Tadri since they have a plot of

tand to construct a house, Staying in Mirjan is

peneficial to them since the river provides employment

to them durinjg monsoons,

Rama 1.5 not interested in applyinjy for a boat, He
does not want a zillnet because he cannot jo out
fishinyg at night, Gillnet fishing is usually done at
night and ambigas and haricant fishermen do not

fish at night,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF IDFP TQ THE HOUSEHOLD

As mentioned in case 4,13 Rama is also a
trawler labourer and his job is not likely to be
much affected by the project, The nutritional status
of this household also will not be affected, The
presence of the river also helps the family to
collect fish from the river and the small quantie.

ties that are available would be enough for a meal,

As regards employment, Markali's employment pattern
will not change, She would continue to collect
shells and sell fish locally.

Rama too will continue to work as a trawler
labourer and as in Esub's case, there will not be
any change in his employment, A point to be noted

here is the reluctance of ambigas to accept zillnets,
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ChSE STUDY NO,4.10

AMEENA ~ WIFE OF A TRAWLER LABOURER

1. Village . 3 BETKULIT
2. Name : AMEENA
3. bBge : 40 years
4, Caste : Muslim
5. Education : 4th standard .
6, Age at marriage : 13 yvears
7. HNumber of Prejynancies t 9
8¢ Number of living children P | .
9¢ Familly Planning Status ¢t Not sterilised
10, size of the household i 8
11, Annual income of the
household (estimated) i Rs.5600/-~
12, Annual expenditure of the
household (Reported) ¢  RS¢9000/=

Family backjround: Ameena, her husband Adam Hussain
and their parents are from Betkuli village, She has
3 brothers and 2 sisters, The brothers are staying

with the parents, and her sisters are in Gudkagal

and Kimani villages respectively, The first sister
who lives in Gudkagal has 6 children = 5 girls and 1
boy., The boy is working on a traditional boat, The
second sister who is living in Kimani has 2 children -
one son and a daughter, Her husband is working as a
trawler labourer, Ameena's first brother 3oes out
fishing on a purse-seine boat, the second brother

joes out fishing on traditional boat, and the third

brother is at present not enjaged in any gainful

Adam Hussain's fimst sister is in Betkuli and the other
is in Kimani, His brother is a trawler owner at Tadri,

and Adam works as a labourer in his brother's trawler
boat,



Household Assets: Adam Hussain has 5 Guntas of land

(40 Guntas = 1 Acre) on which he jrows paddy and
pulses, Whatever is grown is not sufficient for the
family, hence there is no question of sellinjy it for
a profit, Infact they buy from outside when stocks
of paddy and pulses are over,

Marriage: Ameena jot married to Adam Hussain at the
age of 13, Since both the parents were living in

the same village the marriage was fixed without any
problem, when she jot married no dowry was paid.,

Now also there is no dowry system amongst the muslims,
sald Ameena. Ameena jyave birth to 9 children at home,
out of which only 7 are living at present, Her
eldest daughter got married to a boy from Bombay, who
is working as a tempo driver and earningy a salary of
Rs,500/~ per month, The daughter's marriaje was
fixed at Tadri by her Husband's relatives, She has
jJiven birth to a baby 3irl recently, Ameena said due
to a meagre salary, the son~in-law is unable to make
frequent visits, she also cannot jo to Bombay as she
has to look after her children and husband, The
daughter's marriage took place at home, it was a one
day affair, attended by relatives and villagers,
Usually, sweets are prepared for lunch on the day of
marriaje. The second day of the wedding is only for
close relatives, and on that day meat is prepared

for lunch,

Ameena's work: Ameena's work is very uncertain these

days as her husband had to withdraw from purse-~seine
partnership due to poor catch, Usually in peak
season she joes to Tadrl to collect the fish

caught by her husband and sellé it in Ankola or

Kumta markets, At present, good catch is not assured
S0 ghe selects some local markets and sells fish

caught by her husband on traditional boat, to regular
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customers in the village, Between Septémber &
January she also dries prawns brought from Tadri
landing centre by her husband and sells it during
off season, During the peak season of September &
October she sells 15 to 20 k3s of fresh fish brought
from Kumta market and makes a profit of RSo10/~ to
15/~ per day. She works 10 to 15 days in these
months. During the off season, her main work is,

fo repair nets and making new nets at home for their
own boat or for others on wage basis, These days
she is only engaged in fepairing their own nets,

Her husband also helps her in this task., During
June, July she is also engajged as a ajriculture
labour and also in work in their own plot, As an
ajriculture labourer, she works for 15 days in a
month and is paid a wage of Rs.4/- per day.

Usually such work is available with in the village
or in the neighbouring villages,

Adam Hussain's works: Adam Hussain works both on

traditional boat and mechanised boat, Till recently
he was the partner of a purse-seine boat, He has
withdrawn his partnership this year as the seasoﬁ
was not jood for purse-seines and he had to stay at
home without work., At present he is engajed as
labourer in a trawler boat owned by his brother and
he gets a share amount from the total catch, He
earns about Rs,20/~ per day as wajes, He works for
6 months in a year and in a month he has work for

20 days, During other months he joes out fishing on
a traditional boat with neighbours and brings his
share of fish home, His wife Ameena joes to the
market’ to sell the fish, Occassionally, he borrows
money from his wife for his experses, otherwise he
looks after all the needs of the family,

Duringy off season he is also enjaged in net making




and repairing, usually for their own use, Occassionally
he also weaves net for a wajge, The weaviny of net is

a difficult job, needs a lot of parience and skill,

Even then it is not a paying job. wWhen no work is
avallable this work provides the income needed to

feed the family. The wajes are paid based on number

‘of metres weaved or for the whole net measuring 5 to

6 metres, He earns Rs.500/~ for making a new net,

In 3 months Adam and Ameena can make 2 nets,

Ameena's children: Ameena's daughters Julekhabi and

Faridabi agjed 17 and 12 have studied upto 7th angd -
5th standard respectively., At present both are
enjaged in firewood collection for their own use,
Julekhabi and Faridabi help their mother in household
work and in carringy for the younjer ones, Both of
them Jo to the forest at 6 AM, dally alony with other
women of the village and each of them collect 15 to

20 kgs of firewood and return home in the afternoon,
puring summer months they 30 the forest daily and
bringy firewood., Firewood is stored durinj summer, as
they cannot 30 out of the house during rainy season.
These two daughters alsoco help their mother 1in salting
fish and drying at home. Sometimes they also Jo to
the market to sell the fish, The unmarried muslim
girls are not sent to market to sell fish as there is
community restriction. But with a bij family like
this Ameena felt that it is not always possibtle to
keep the 3irls confined to house; they should also
give a helping hand to the family,

Haneefari, Hussain and Jameelabi are other children
of Ameena, who are studying in 3rd and lst standard

respectively in Urdu school within the village,

Zubedahi is the youngest daughter of Ameena, who is
4 years old now, Occassionally she joes to Balwadi
classes in the village.
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Annual TIncbme and Ezpenditure of the household; The
household earns an annual income of Rs.5,600/- both

from f£ishing and agriculture, Adam Hussain who works
a5 a trawler labourer earns Rs,2,400/- annually, In
his 5 kunta of land he cultivates paddy and pulses
and earns Rs, 750/~ yearly. ameena from marketing
fish contributes Rs,1,040/- to the household

income, Duriny agyriculture season she works as

an agricultural labourer and Jets an additional
income of Rs,.400/~, Adam Hussain and Ameena weave

2 nets and earn approximately Rs,1000/-,

The total annual household expenditure is RS9, 000/ =
and can be classified as follows =~

l. Food (Rice, Vegetables,

Spices, etc,,) - Rs .5, 000
2. Medicines - Rs., 300
3. Clothing - Rs.1,000
4, Transport - Rs. 300
5. Education - Rse, 500
6, Entertainment - Rs., 400
7. Tobacco/Pan

) en vt bt
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Managing the house: Ameena mentioned that she spends
the money as her husband is out of the house on work,

Adam Hussain comes home once in 8 days and gyives her
money to buy provisions and other household needs,
Since Adam is out most of the time,
decisions but not the major ones,

she takes some

She feels since
Adam is the only earning member and has so many

dependants, their income ig less than expenditure,
Sometimes she may have to borrow money from neighbours
or bring provisions on credit, She felt it was not
alright to ask the neighbours for help all the time,




Festivals; Adam is very religious, He visits the
mosque every friday. They have a stronj belief in
God and they celebrate festivals like Ramzan, Bakrid

wlth devotion, Usually elders observe fasting

durinj Ramzan month, kut not the youngjer ones,

pecisions and relationship: Regarding marriage and

education of children the decision is taken by
Ameena and her huspand, But sometimes whatever Adam
decides is final, there is no question of disobeying
him, informed Ameena, Ameena salid that her relation-
ship is jood with neighbours, all of them are wvery
cordial. She alsc felt that since Adam is the only
bread earner, she cannot afford to send children to
school after 7th standard. Sending children to

school outside the villaje means additional expenses
on travel and food,

Health: Ameena informed that with the present income
she is unable to jJo to hospital when her children

or she is sick, as it reguires money for transport,
medicines and doctors fees, She tries to cure the

disease with whatever nature medicine she Xnows,

Food:; Ameena said that she daily cooks % to 1 k3 of
fish with rice and ragi, sometimes wheat products are
also consumed, Dhal is used once a week, meat is
cooked once a month or so, She also informed that
since children eat enough fish, they are all keeping
well without any disease, She doesn't know how much

she spends on food items daily, approximately Rs,20/-.

Awareness about IDFP: Ameena knows about the IDFP,

but she does not know what are the fenefits they
are eligible for, Since she joes over to Tadri to
collect fish for marketing, the women assembled at the

landing centre talk about the project and that is how
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she came to'know about the project, when informed
about the benefits — she ajreed to move to Tadri
provided some amount of land, house and other
facilities like drinking water, provision shop,
school are given, she felt the ultimate decision
rejarding moving to Tadri rests with her husbhand

as he is more experienced and knows about worldly
affairs,

Children's future:; Ameena does not expect any major

change for her children from the present occupation
of fishinyg and marketing of fish, But she wants

her son to study well and take up some salaried job,

Family plannings Ameena knows about the advantages
of family planning and wishes to jet sterilised as

she knows that she cannot afford to have any more

children., But according to Islam rules, a muslim
woman who jets operated is looked down by the
community and are not allowed to perform relizious
duties, Hence she really does not know what to do,
She knows that if they have less children then

they can afford more facilities and jood education,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF IDFP TO THE HOUSEHOLD

Adam works as a trawler labourer and may continue
to be one unless sanctloned a gillnet under the
IDFP, He has not even applied for the boat and
considering that he is a muslim, may not even
apply for one,

The trawler in which he works lands elsewhere and
will continue to land there during the fishing
season unless landing facilities are provided at
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Betkuli, even during the off season, they will
land elsewhere (as at preseat). Providing
landing facilities at Betkuli will help Ameena
since then she will not have to go to Tadri to
buy fish. She will be able to buy fish at
Betkull, and get a better price.

Therefore, unless landing facilities are provided
at Betkuli, the household is not likely to be
affected,
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CASE STUDY NO, 4,11

GOWRI -~ THE FISH UNLOADER

1. Village : Aganashini
2. HName H Gowri

3. Age : 34

4, Caste , H Harikant
5. Education : Primary

6. Age at Marriage 3 17 vears
7. No, of pregnancies : 3

8. No., of Living Children : 3
Not sterilised

e

9¢ Family Planning Status
10, Size of the household : 4
11, Annual income of the

household (estimated) H 4,000/~
12, Annual expenditure
of the household : 2,975/

(reported)

Gowri -~ The Fish Unloader: Gowri, a harikant womean

from Aganashini village, is yell known in her community
and popular because of her leadership ability. She has
spent all her chilchood here, as she was asdopted by her

aunt, living in the village,

Thirty four years old, she is Separated from her husband
Ganapalah, since the last seven years and now lives with
her two younger children and her mother's sister, Ponnu
who has lost her husband. The eldest son is with

Ganapaiah, who has remarried and lives in Moodangi,

Aganashini is a picturesque village, where the river
Aganasnini joins the sea, Just across the mouth of

the river, 10 minutes by boat, lies Tadri.

The harikant colony where Gowri lives is away from the
main road and the bus Stop ~ several huts are\clustered
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together and edging this are paddy fields belonging to

the non-fishing hOQSeholds. On one side the huts are so
close to the shore that during the monsoons, water enters
the huts, destroying or damaging property. Setting this

right means heavy expenses for tne owners,

The house where Gowri and her aunt live belongs to Ponnu
and 1s a hut with tilled roof and mud walls, The front
portico is made up of thatch supported by a brick pillar,
There is one room used by the fainily and a kitchen where
pletures of god are also kept, ‘There is some spagce at
the back to store fuel and for bathing. The absence of

a latrine is zcutely felt by her. As in most houses,
ventilation is very poor and only the kitchen has a
window. A colr rope running across the portico serves
as a clothes stande

Household Assets: Gowrl does not nave much to call her

own, The house in which she lives belongs to her agunt.
She has very few aluminium vessels, no transistor, no
nets, no boats., She does not have any jewellery eilther,
Even her clothes are torn. She has two'nylon sarees

and 2 sets of ordinary clothes for her son,

Gowri's early life and marriage: Gowri's early life too

was spent in Aganashini, with her aunt Ponnu by whom she
was adopted. Her parents lived at Kimani and were also
engaged in fishing and fish marketing. Her mother died
when she was expscting another child and nobody knows

the cause of death, Her father now lives in Kimani with

relatives,.

Ponnu sent Gowri to school, but only upto Class IV, after
which she began to help her aunt with her work. It was
Ponnu who fixed up her marriage to Ganapaiah a boy from
Moodangi, when she was 17 years old, The marriage ran

into difficulties even in the early days when Ganapailah

B T T T ST N

LA N

S

N em e e e



t 172

would abuse her under the influence of alcochol, Later he
began to live with another woman and it was then that
Gowri decided to move out. She left her eldest son behind
and came back to Aganashini to live with her aunt and

2 younger children and has been here since the last 7 or

8 years in the same house where she spent her childhood,
There is a good understanding among the neighbours, most
of whom are related to Gowri and have seen her as a child
and through her marriage and separation., She is held in
high regard by these people, who are very unhappy with

Ganapaiah and come to Gowri's help whenever necessarys

Ever since then, Gowri has peen supborting the family
working as an unloader, and also collects and sells shell
fish and other fish, She has managed to educate all her
cnildren and while the eldest is now in the final year of
school, Yeshwanth (11) and Sankara (8) are both in primary
school, She plans that Yeshwanth should continue to study
till class 7 and then take up some fishing activity,
However, she hopes that she will be able to educate

Shankara and enable him to take up & regular job,

Gowri's work: The mornings are fully devoted to household

work as Gowri is the only person who is able to do any
work. Ponnu is too old to work and only minds the
children in Gowri's absence,

Gowri's day starts at daybreak, when she Sweeps the front
vard and sprinkles water. She has to go to a neighbour's
house, about 10 minutes away from her own, to fetch water
for the house. She then prepares the breakfast, usually
dosas and tea, and gets the children ready for school.
Once they are off, she has to wash clothes near the well
(which is about Y4 Km from her house) come back and clean
.the house. The afternoon meaal, consisting usually of

rice and fish curry, has to be prepared fresh and the
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remaining used for the‘night° She then takes bath, wears
an old but cleéan nylon sari and has her meals with Ponnu.
The children come later ‘during the school break., She
then sets out on work, If she goes to Tadri for unload-
ing fish, she leaves around 11 AM along with another

20 women from her village. She returns to her village

late in the evening, around 7 - 730 PM after sll the
boats have landed,

If she goes to sell fish, she leaves in the morning by
11,30 AM, goes to Tadri to buy fish, returns to Aganashinti
with fish by boat, keeps some fish at home for the day's
meal, tekes a bus from Aganashini to Kumta which is 12 Kms
from her village., She sells her fish at the fish market
in Kumta., If she has made a good profit that day, she
buys some provisions on the way, takes a bué and returns
home by 3.30 PM. On-days when she is not very tired, she
again goes to Tadri around 4,30 PM to buy fish and sell

it locally. If she does not go to work in the afterncon,
she dries fish for others., This is alsc the time when she

does some odd jobs like sewing/mending clothes, shopping,
etc,

When there is low tide, which is generally late afternoon/

evening, she collects shells in Aganashini river and takes
it to Kumta the next day for sale,

Unloading fish: For most part of the year, Gowri's work

1s to unload fish from mechanised boats which land at
Tadri harbour. Since Aganashini is just across Tadri,
the number of boats that come to land in Tadri is clearly
visible from Aganashini. If there are several boats to
land in Tadri, then the women go to Tadri to unload the
boat. A group of 25 to 30 women from the village go by
boat to Tadri harbour by 11 or 12 AM. Women from other
nearby villages like Moodangi,and Hoskatta and Tadri, also

work on this job at Tadri. Trawlers and purse seinérs begin
landing around noon, and the Chairman of the Tadri Fisheries

Co-operative Society has devised an arrangement to regulate
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the work, Thus the first boat to land is unloaded by
women from one village, the next boat another and so Ohoe
This way, clashes among women from different villages,

which was very common earlier, has now been avoided.

The actual work involved is that, as each boat comes in,
the fish is separated on board., Women go up to the boat
wading through knee-deep water, to get their baskets filled.
This is then passed on down the line of women, up to the
trucks/florries waiting near the jetty, However, they do
not load fish into these vehicles and only men do this work.

On an average, each group 1is able to unloaé two boats a day,
the payment for each boat peing Rs,120/- to Rs.150/—, to be
divided among the number of women engaged in unloading.

Thus Gowrl can earn Rs.15/- to R8.25/~ a day, which is more
than what she could earn from other activities,

Shell collection: However, besides unloading fish, she does

"take up other activities at different times of the year,
During the low tides from December through April, shell .
collection is g major activity. Several women can he seen
at the river mouth, with nets hung about their necks,
diving into the water to catch the shells., Gowrl usually
collects shells in the late afternocon and evenings, when the
tide is at its lowest, She alsoc buys shell fish from other
women on credit and repays them the next day after selling
evervthing. If she has a large quantity, she sells at the
Kumta fish market, where she goes by bus or tempo, paying

a fare of Rs.2/-. If she has small quantitles she goes by
foot to the nearby villages like Chittargl and Nellikeri,
Gowri leaves home by 6 AM on such days and is able to
return by 1 or 2 0' clock. She then cocks the afternoon
meals and goes to the harbour if she is not too tired.
Gowri sells a maximum of 10 Kg of shell fish and with the
price being Rs.1.,50 & kolaga during monsoons and Re,l/- in
other seasons, she is able to earﬁ RS.15/=~ to Rs.20/- in

a day. She would have to spend Rs.4/«~ for transport and
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and may be tea in some hotel. On such days she also buys
the household provisions at Kumta for a part of the money
and the rest is paid to other women from whom she has
purchased bysters° Till about four or five years ago,
this was a very good source of income, but since then
contracts supplying lime factories with the shells, have
found this a very lucrative occupation and have taken it
up on a large scale, Thus shell collection has become a
subsidiary occupation among fisherwomenP

Selling fisht: During the peak prawn season in the months

of September and October and January, Gowri finds it
lucrative to sell prawn (very small prawns used only- for
local consumption) She buys it from the boats at the rate
of Rs.6/~ per kilo and sell at Rs,7/- & kilo., The main
markets are Ankdla, Kumta and Karwar. Apart from prawns,
Gowrd:also:purchasesnlQ:o~ 20 Kgs of sardines and mackeral
worth approx. Rs.30/~ to Rs.40/= and sells at Kumta. If it
costs more than Rs.40/-, then she does not buy fish that day,.
The usual mode of transport,when there are large quantities
of fish, is a hired tempo shared py several women. She
needs to pay Rs.5/~ towards this, besldes tips of Rs.2/-

to the driver and tea which she has at Kumta. All these
expenses apart, Gowrl is able to make a profit of Rs.10/-
to Rs.15/« in a day. Whenever she is unable to sell all
the fish, she brings it back to dry and sell later. She
also dries fish for other households, for which she is palid
a wage < normally a kilo of paddy for a day‘'s work. On
days when fresh fish is not available she takes dry fish

to sell at Karwar.

Altogether, Gowri manages to have work almost every day,
with an average income of Rs.10/- to Rs.15/-. She is

engaged in different types of work in the different seasons.

Gowri's efforts to organise workers: Earlier, Gowri used
to be paid Rs.3/- for working from 8 AM to 5 PM at the
drying sheds at Tadri, She and other women thought this
was very poor reimbursement for the hard work involved,
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Therefore she asked the women to abstain from work and
bargained with the boat owners (who rent the drying
yvards and employ workers) and was able to get the wage
raised to R§.5/~. However, she herself has given up |
this work, to concentrate on other activities. She had
also organised the women unloaders to demand higher wages
from the merchants/processing companies. The merchants
refused to comply with their demands and the women were
forced to go back to work for the same wage. One boat
owner has not yet paid Gowri and the other workers for
work done some months earlier., Now all these women are
depending on Gowri to meet the boat owner and see that
their money is given soon, Though Gowrl is willing to
fight for the workers, she is unhappy that no one really
stands by her. ]

Annual Income of thelhousehold: Gowri is the sole

contributor to the household income. She goes to unload
fish during the months of September, December, and-January

* and during tnis period, manages to find woark for about

26 days a month, and can make upto Rs.25/« per day. Her
income from this activity would therefore be about RsS.1900/=-,

During October, November, February to May, she is engaged
in all three activities ~ viz unloading, marketing and "
shell collection, ©On days when she cannot find unloading
work, she buys small guantities of fish to be sold in Kumta,
etc,, and on days where there is low tide she collects
shell fish and sells them at Kumta and other markets,
Since it is difficult to mention precisely the days or
months she is engaged in these activities and also since
all of these activities generally fetch Rs.10/~ to Rs,20/=
a day, we can assume that on an average she earns Rs.15/-
per day and that she finds employment for about 20 days a
month will amount to Rs.1800/-,

During the monsoons, il.e., between June and August, she
might find employment for about 20 days in all. If small
prawns are available, she sells them in some nearby villages
and makes, on an average, Rs.10/- per day. Her income from

this source would be Rs.200/-,
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Gowri's annual income therefore would be around Rs.4000/-,

Managing the House: Gowri has to keep at her work as the

entire family depends on her for everything, With the
income that she earns, she must meet all the expenses of
purchasing provisions, Their daily diet consists of rice,
raqi, fish, vegetables, coconut. Occasionally wheat and
broken wheat are also used to prepare some_special tiffin,.
Gowrl normally keeps aside about a kilo of fish before
taking it to the market, and eats whatever is available on
that day. There are a few coconut trees around the house,
which is sufficient to meet their daily requirements The
other provisions sne buys at Kumta whenever she is tHere,
and has enough money., Books and clothes are an additional

expenses.

She prefers to buy nylon sarees since though they may be
more expensive than cotton, they are easier to maintain and
more durable too., Thus the long term expenses on clothes
are reduced. She feels that just as SC students are given
free uniform at scnool, other poor students should also be
iven thils benefit.

Repairing the house: Every vear the 'Gari' or thatch over

the front portico of Gowri's house has to be replaced and
this costs her about Rs.50/-. This thatch is used to

protect the boats during monsoons and has to be brought fro m

Kagal., The hesavy rains every year cause a lot of damage to

the house and require expensive repalgs..

Annual Expenditure: The main items of expenditure are on

food, clothing, transport, repayment of loan, repairing the
house. The amount spent would be as follows:



Food : 1800.00
Clothing H 300,00
Trénsport : 300,00
Repayment of loan H 350,00
House repair : 70,00
Education H 30,00
Medicine : 100,00 '
Miscellaneous H 25.00

Indebtedness: Gowri has recently been sanctioned an IRDP
loan of Rs,1000/~ for fish marketing and she has already
been able to repay Rs.200/- to the bank., But she has
wtilised Rs.400/~ out of the loan amount to buy medicines
for her aunt and for buying rations during the monsoons.

Though she is required to repay the loan amount in monthly
instalments of Rs.30/-, she finds it more convenient to pay

‘up larger amounts whenever the income is good,

Apart from that, if there is any urgent needfor money or
provisions, the neighbours help each other out, as there

is a good understanding amongst them, Gowri usually avoids
buying provisions on credit,

Savings: Gowri has saved Rs.600/~ with the Syndicate Bank
at Gokarna. None of her friends or relatives know because
i1£ tney did, then they would be azsking her for a loan.
Gowri has saved this money. to meet any contingencies,

HealtH: There has been no serious illness in the family

exXcept recently when Ponnu was down with diarrchea and
vomiting, She did not see any doctor and was treated at
nome with tender coconut and buttermilk, Later, she went
to a private doctor in Kumta.
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As far as possible, they try hot to go to a doctor and if
it is absolutely necessary, then they see a private doctor
in Kumta, They do not visit government hospitals because
the doctor is generally not in the hospital and even there
they have to pay money for treatment. They would father
go to a private doctor and get prompt treatment. The lady
heal{h visitoxr also, it was reported, did not vis;t the

village regularly.

Social and Rellgious activities: Gowri usually celebrates

the most important festivals, shankaranathi being one of
theme. This is the time of harvest and the festival 1is a
kind of thanks giving for the bounties of the land., At
this time Gowri has many relatives visiting her, and for her
it means added expenditure, as everyone has to be fed well.

There is also the local falr to attend,

Apart from this there is not much by way of socializing
and only 2 or 3 times a year, Gowri and some other women
go to Ankola or Kumta to watch a f£ilm., Local and other
news 1s gathered from others during her visits to Tadri, as
she has no radio at home and does not resad the papers,
While waliting at Tadri harbour for boats to arrive, there

is enough time for women to exchange news and gossipe

Other development activities: There 1s no Mahila Mandal in

the village and she feels that there should be some organ-
‘isation to help fisherwomen in marketing fish. With this
in mind, Gowri and twenty other women from Aganashini paild
up Rs.1l1/- each for shares in the Tadrl fisherwomen's Co-
operative Socilety., But till now the society has not been
able to do anything f£or them and Gowri is worried about
that, 8he is willing to take the lead té start a cooper=
ative society in her own village and is confident of
mobilizing the support of other women. She is aware of the
activities of the Fishermen's Co-operative Society at Tadri
and says 1t has been doing well only in the last 4 years

and not earlier,

AR m My A e e s ST e A e AT m T T e
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The Indo-Danish Project: Being in Tadri almost every day

has given a chance for Gowri to learn about the Project
through the Co-operative Soclety officials. She does not
know the various aims of the project, only that a harbour

is being built at Tadri. But she is as yet unable to say
what effect it may have on fisherwomen like herself and
hopes that they will be able to find some Stable emplohment.,

She hoped that this project would construct a bund to
prevent the flood waters from entering their huts, If
this 1s done, one of their main problems would be solved,

Consequences of IDFP to the nousehold: With the construction

of the harbour, more boats will pe able to lanu at Tadri.
However, there will be no need for women to unload the boats,
since the lorries and trucks will be able to come right up
to the harbour, and loading fish on to the trucks is the
men's job. Therefore, it is felt, that the fisnerwomen from
the four villages of Tadri, Moodangi, Aganashini and
Hosakatta who are engaged presently in unloading fish from
the boats may beceme jobless, (Unloading of fish during

the peak season was not observed by the research team; and
- will be looked into during the forthcoming season. This
observation tinus is liable to change) » Therefore, Geowri's
activities may be limited to shell fish collection and

fish vending which means a loss of one of her sources of

income.

As regards the women fish vendors, it is rather difficult
to visualise the changes that may occur., With the increased
number of boats landinc at Tadri and a consequent increase
in the size of fish landed, it is possible thuet a major
portion of it will be taken away for outside markets by

wholesalers or processing units leaving very little fish,
A




probably of poorer qﬁality, for local =ale by women
vendors. Since the guantity of fish available for sale
will be less, tne price of fish will go up. 1t may be
recélled that on days wnen the price of fish is high,
Gowri does not go to sell fish, 1If the price of fish is
beyond Gowri's means, then she will be forced to give up
selling fish ~ thus leaving her to depend entirely on
shell fish collection and sale of dry fisn and shell fish,
gince shell fish collection can be taken up only when
there ig low tide, Gowri's income from this source will

be very low, ' -

Thus, Gowri's employment and income may pe consideraply
reduced., Since she is the only breadwinner of the fanily,
the standard of living of the household will also

deteriorate.

The nutritional status, may also be affectea becsuse,
(a) reduced income and

(b) fish for daily consumption was brought
by Gowri i.e. before going to sell fish,
she would keep some fish at home. But
if as mentioned above, she is not able
to sell fish, then they will have to
consume only shell fish, which as wve
know, is not avallable always.

Therefore the IDFP, will not, in any way, bencfit

Gowri and her family,

o e e am em e e e o e e . e ~ . L L S
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, CASE STUDY NO, 4.12

SANNAMMA w THE DRY FISH SELLER

1. village 3 Moodangi

2. Name H SANNAMMA

3, Age : 35 years

4, Caste 3 Harikanth
56 Education t Illiterate
6, Aje at marriage : 14 years

7. Number of Pregnancies !

8, Number of living children B .
9, Family Planning status s Not sterilised,
10, 8ize of the household 3 9

e R )+ meaz,e00/
ot aperieal® % 1 meute, 940/

The villaje:- Moodangi is just a kilometre away from
Tadri and is a hamlet of Gokarna. Drinking water is
available from a community well near the house, . But
a backyard serves as tollet and bathroom for all the
family members, The fair price shop is at Tadri,
The Government hospital is at Gokarna, 3 kms from
Moodangi village, A brimary‘School is within the
village, there is a j3ood tar Road and the Jovernment
bus service from Gokarna to Tadri stops at Moodangi
village, The nearest post office and bank is at

Tadri, The flour mill is at Gokarna, which is at a
distance of 3 kms, There is no mahila mandal, but

there is a balwadi where food is not served always

and teacher 1s not really interested in running it,
There 1s no fishing co-~operative society within the
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village, but Moodangi is serviced by the Tadrli fishere
men's Co~operative Society,

Hamestead ;~ The house is situated by the shore of
river Ajanashini, It looks new with new tiles and
white washed walls, The house is constructed on an
elevated foundation'so that duringy rainy season river s
water does not flood the house, The verandah is
‘furnished with a table, chair and radio, Thiﬂ.place
is used as a sit out and during summer male members
of family sleep here at night, This roam jives way
to 2 inner rooms partitioned at middle, One room -
- serves as the store roaom, another room is for
Sannamma's married son to keep his belongings. All
the trunks with important papers are kept in this
room, There is one more big inner room where all the
female family members usually rest, A room with
thatched roof and walls serves as the kitchen, It
was mentioned that the bij inner roam will be
converted into a kitchen in the near future, In the
verandah photos of family mémbers, Gods & Goddesses
are put up., Adjacent to tne building is a small
bathroom with a chulah and a big earthen pot to

heat water, 1In front of the house an erected platform
with tiled roof serves as the temple of Lord
Venkateshwara for the family members, There are 14
coconut trees around the house, The floor is
cemented and walls are built with bricks and mud,

Family backjround:-~ Sannamma is from Devarbail village
which is slightly far from Moodanji, She lost her

parents at an early agje and was married to Ajappa
Narayan at the age of 14 years, Sannamma has one
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younjer sister who is married, Her husband is
enjaged in petty business in Moodangi village,

L)
Ajappa Narayan and his forefathers are fram

Moodangi villaje, Ajappa has spent his childe
hood in Tadri and is a very interesting person
to talk‘to as he seems to know a lot about the
deve;opﬁent of Tadri.,  He lost his parents
recently and his only brother is enﬁaged as a
labourer in purSe-seine or a trawler whenever
he jets work., Otherwise he is enjaged in shell
fish collection in river Ag3janashini, Adaépa's

brother has 2 sons and a daughter and they are
living separately,

Ajappa Narayan's eldest daughter is married and
is now settled in Binaga, near Karwar, Ajappa
Narayana came to know of his son-in-law through
his son Ramesh, who was working as a trawler
labourer, The son-in-law lost his parents,
duringy floods that swept the village, Ajappa
Narayan sﬁent Rs.3,000/~ on his daughter's
marriage, After jetting the wedding rejistered
at the Registrar's office he hosted a small party

for his friends and relatives in the village on

the same day, It was a simple marriaje informed

Ajappa Narayan, His sonein-law now works as a

purse-~seine labourer in Karwar and Jets a monthly
waje of Rs.500/-,

Sannamma's Marriaje:~ At the time of marriage
the present house was not in a Jood condition,

Ajappa Narayan rebuilt the house 3 years back as
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wooden reapers and tiles were broken and due to
continuous river water seepage during monsoon,

the walls were also damaged., When he got married
he had to bear the marriage expenditure, Now he
said, customs and practices have changed and there
are more unmarried daughters at home, not married
at the proper age due to dowry system.

Sannamma jave birth to 10 children - 6 sons and

4 daughters = out of which she lost one son and
one daughter, The eldest daughter is married and
settled at Karwar, Her eldest son lives with her
along with his wife, Thus 5 sons 2 daughters are
living with her,

she delivered all the children at home as there
was no hospital nearby or transport facilities,
The midwives of the village were experienced in
delivering children, and took care of her even

af ter the delivery,

Ajappa Narayan's worki- Ajappa Narayan is an

owner of a traditional boat, which he got through
the‘Tadri Fishermen's Co~operative Society froam a
bank loan of Rs,4,000/-= (Rs.2,500/« for boat and
Rs.1,500/~ for the net), Earlier, he was a
purse-seine labourer on a purse-seine that was
owned by the Tadril Fishermen's Co-operative
society, The purse-seine was withdrawn from this
group and was jiven to a new jroup of partners by

the Tadri Soclety. Ajappa Narayan mentioned that
the first group had made jood profit on the same

purse-seine and he sawno reason why the Tadri

e e e e e e e e . o . - -
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society withdrew their partnership, They were all
terimed as defaulters and each of them had to pay
RS,500/~ to the bank, Ajappa Narayan also mentioned
that Mr.Moodangi (Mr, Moodangi, Chairman of the
Tadrl Fishermen Co~-operative Society) had not helped
the ambija or the harikant castes and that he could
have done much better work to help the people in his
village, Ajappa Narayan works for 9 months in g
year ~ 15 to 20 days in a month he is engaged in
fishing on his traditional boat, whatever fish he
catches is brought home and his wife sells it in the
Eish market at Gokarna, '

Sannamma's work:- Right from her childhood days she
has been working on some activity or the other, How~

ever, after marriage her work load has increased

as besides working at home, she has to take care of
children and also Jo out to earn a wage, After
marriage she was enjajed in drying fish for a wagje

and also in shell fish collection, Now she has s topped
going to the drying yard as her sons shoulder the
family responsibility,

Fresh fish vending;- Sannamma sells fresh fish
brought by her husband angd sons through traditional
boat, she sells fresh fish for 4 days in & month at
Gokarna market, she joes to Gokarna market at 8 AsM,
by walk and returns at 12 or 1 P_M. by bus, At a time
she takes 15 to 20 kgs.of fish and she makes a profit
of Rs,150/~ per month,

Dry fish vending;:- Presently Sannamma is engaged in
salting and drying the edible fish and Prawns., Sshe

Jets more river fish and special varieties of small
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fish brought by husband and sons during lean season,
6 days in a month she joes to Gokarna market by walk
or bus and sells 10 k3js of dry fish., She sells one

kolaga of small variety of river fish at Rs,5/- and

makes a profit of Rs.10/~ to Rs.15/- per day,

Shell fish collection:-~ Sannamma and her daughter-in-

law are also engajed in shell fish collection in
river ajanashini, Each of them collect about 5 kys
of shell fish and the meat is used for home
consumption, '

gsanaamma's Children:~ Sannamma's eldest son Ramesh

works as a trawler labourer at Tadri, He Jjoes out
fishing 20 days in a month and works 8 to 9 months
in a year, He jets a monthly salary of Rs,500/= and
has been workinjy as a labourer for the last 5 years,
Ramesh's wife Janabai works at the Tadri fish drying
vard, She leaves home at eight in the morning and
walks up to the dryingy yard, In the evening she
comes home at 6-30 P.M, after unloading the trash
fish into dryinj yard., She takes lunch with her,
only tea is provided to her at the work spot by the
employer. She jets a monthly wage of Rs.180/~ for
drying the trash fish Jot from trawler boat,

Janabal helps her mother-in-law in household work,
sellingy fish and shell fish collection, She has a
lunch break of one hour. Occassionally she comes
home. Work at the drying yard is very tiresome and
difficult as most of the time they have to work in
hot sun, She works 8 to 9 months in a year viz

September to May. Sometimes a bonus of Rs,100-200 is

given to the workers, She joes to same employer every

U s v
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Year because she takes advance from him during off-
season,

Occassionally, she joes to Gokarna aad Kumta fish
markets with her mother-in-law to sell the fish,
Her earnings was spent on transport and other
expenses, Profit from fish selling is meajre come—

pared to 8 to 10 hours of labour they put into it,

Shell fish collection is another work she does along
with other women of her village, For 6 hours of
labour, say morning 6 to 12 or 2 to 8 P.ME the profit
is not at all jood, Hence the shell fish is consumed
by the household, Shell fish collection work 1is

done mostly duringy the monsoon season and when there
is a low tide. :

Sannamma's second and third son Venkataraman and
Nagesha respectively are enjaged in traditional boat
fishing in Aganashini river with their father, and
also in making and repairing nets, They jet training
from their father in alil aspects of fishiny and some-
times they are allowed to 30 independently, ~They have
fishing work for 9 months in a Year = 20 days in a
month, Both of them get 35 to 40 kgys of river fish,
out of which 10 to 15 k3s is fish scld -by Sannamma or
Janapal at Gokarna market., They are able to make

3 profit of Rs.25 to 30/~ per day. Daily they leave
home by 8 A M, for fishing in the Ajanashini river and
return to home with fish by 3 or 4 P.M, They take lunch
with them when they 30 out tishing, Ajappa Narayan

feels that day by day he is jrowing old and he can't
continue in the same occupation and would like his
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sons take over from him, Venkataraman and Nagesha

are also full time earners for the family., Occassio-
nally they are engajed in shell fish collection along

| with their father Ajappa Narayana in Aghanashini river,

Ssannamma's 4th son Vinayaka is studying in 6th
standard., School is within the village, Ptut they
have to walk to the other end, nearly one KM, Mohana
and Rohini are the youngest son and daughter of
Sannamma who are aged 5 and 3 respectively., Most of
the time they remain at home, They are looked after
by daughter-in-law Janakai, or mother Sannamma, -

Income and'Expenditure of the household; Ajappa Narayan,
Venkataramana and Nagjesha are working on their own
traditional boat for 9 months in a year. Thelr combined
annual income 1is approximately Rso4[000/"o Ramesh 1is
working as a trawler labourer for 8 months in a year,
getting a wage of Rs.600/~ per month and his annual
income is approximately Rs.4,800/-. The daughter-in-law
Janabal gets Rs.200/~ per month as wajes for having
worked at drying sheds her annual income 1is approximately
Rs.1,800/-, Through drying fish and fresh fish selling
Sannamma earns Rs.1,800/- per annum, The total annual

income of the household is approximately Rs.12,400/-,

The main item of household expenditure is on food,

The household annual expenditure can be classified as
follows i~

1. Food (Rice, Ragi, Spices,

Pulses, Vegetables, etc.,) : R 9,240/~
2, Clothing : % 2,500/~
3, Festivals : Rs 500/~
4, Housew—Repalr :+ Rs 250/~
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5. Health : Rs 500/ -
6, Transport : Rs 300/~
7. Education : B 200/~
8, Nets (thread & Net) : Rs 500/«

& 13,940/~
9, Liquor t R 3,000/-

Rs 16,940/~

B e (T s i g

Alcoholisms: Many harikants remain backward inspite
of working hard for the past several years because
they squarder money on liquor consumption, felt
hjappa, Fishing is a very tiring and labourious work
and takes away lot of energyy and to recover from
exhaustion and tiredness many fishermen consume
liquor, informed Ajappa Narayan., He also drinks
liquor daily upto a maximum of 2,5/~ per day, During
fishingy season all the fishermen who Jo out fishing
consume liguor daily. Some old women who Jo to
market with head load of fish also consume liguor

as they start shivering if they carry basket load of
fish « informed Ajappa Narayan,

Food habits:~ Sannamma cooks 5 kgs of rice and 1 ky
of Ragi along with 2 k3 of fish for all the members
of the household at a time, They consume vegetables
which are locally grown and available at a cheaper
rate, as they cannot afford enouzh money on it,
Ajappa Narayan informed all the children are fed with
fish daily (fish kept aside from own catch) and they

are all healthy, He also said fish contains a lot of

proteins and minerals. All the provisions are
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brought by Sannamma or Janabal and sometimes hy
éons when they return from work, On relijiocus days
like saturdays and thursdays the household does not
consume fish,

Festivalsi~ The household celebrates all the hindu
festivals like Deepavali, Ugadi, shankranthi etc,

The day the research team visited the household, it

was Shankranthi festival day and were given sweets
prepared out of mweet milk and bathas (kind of sujar
usually distributed duriny this festival)., The
ralsed platform of Lord Venkateshwara was decorated -
with mango leaves and flowers and all the memkers

of the family had prayed before the family God,

General awareness:- Ajappa Narayan can not read and

write, but is aware of worldly affairs and political
parties, He feels that Indira Gandhi has helped them
through Janatha Housing Scheme, land reforms, loan

for boat etc., Hence he voted for her party, Sannamma
informed that whichever party comes to power their
standard of liviny remained the same - some people

in this village had voted for Janatha Party also,

Ramesh bought a transistor 2 months ago as he 1is fond
of music - he reads newspaper and majazines and tells
the others about all the events around the world and

nation, His other sons Venkataramana & Vinayaka also

read newspapers and majazines,

Awareness about IDFP:~ None of the women or men in

this family were aware of the project and the

benefits - no body informed them about Gillnet
boat distribution or construction of houses at
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Tadrl for fishermen, They came to know about the
project from the study team, They said they would
apply for a gillnet boat through the Tadri Fisher.-
men's Co-operative Society, In this village there
are some educated people but they do not tell the
people about benefits provided by Government
because they do not like poor people coming up in
life -~ they want them to remain backward always -
informed Ajappa Narayan, Ajappa's married son and
his family and Venkataramana are willing to move to
Tadri during fishiny season if the Jillnet boat is
sanctioned; but they are not ready to leave the
present village and homestead,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES QF IDFP TO THE HOUSEHOLD

If the menfolk decide to apply for a gillnet and
are sanctioned one, then, their employment and
income may improve. While Venkataramana and
Nagesh may work on the gillnet, Ajappa might
continue fishing on his canoce which will, if not
anything else, provide some fish for daily
consumption for the family,

The employment potential for the women of the
house also will improve -~ if a gillnet is given,
then the women can sell some of the catah and
fishes caught by these nets fetch a good price,

If Ajappa also continues to fish on his tradi-
tional boat, there will be enough fish for the
women to sell, If fish selling proves profitable,
then Janabai might decide to stop working in the
drying yard, ‘
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Even if a boat is nét sanctioned to this household,
the women will continue to work as at present and
no major change is foreseen in their employment,
Janabai will continue to work at the drying yard
and if Ajapoa continues working on his traditionaL
boat, and since these fish fetch a good price,
Sannamna will continue to sell the fish,

Once the harbour is built, and if more trawlers
and purse-sieners land at Tadri, Venkataramana
and Nagesh may manage to find employment as
labourers on these crafts, It would mean an
increase in the family income,
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CASE STUDY NO, 4,13

E

AJEETHA ESUB - A FISHING NET MAKER

1. Village 3 Betkull

2, Name s Ajeetha Esub
3. Age $ 23 years

4, Religion ! Muslim

5, Education : H Illiterate
6., Age at marriage : 20 years

7. No, of pregnancles 3 Nil

8. PFamlly Planning Status : Not sterilised
9., 8ize of the household ¢ 3

10, Anoual tnoone of S+ w7500/
11. Annual expenditure of the : Rse 8, 000/~

household (reported)

Ajeetha Esub, as her name indicates, is a muslim and
lives in Betkuli village with her husband, Betkuli is
situated in Kumta Taluk, It is 13 miles from Kumta and
11 miles from Tadri (by road). Her husband Esub Ibrahim,
who is the head of the household, works as a labourer
on a trawler at Kimani - a village which is 3 kms from
Betkull, He cannot afford to own even a traditional
canoe or a 'paati' as it is locally called. Since his
work requires him to be away from home all day, Ajeetha
has requested her friend Meherunnisa to stay with her.

As 1ls customary among the muslims, the women, if they
can afford to, do not take up gainful activities out-
side the home, So also, Ajeetha and Meherunnisa have
taken to weaving nets which deoes not require them to
get out of their home,

The House: The house they are living in is owned by
Esub, It 1s situated at the end of the second rcad
which is parallel to the main road of the village. The
house consists of one room, a kitchen and a varandah
and has a fairly big compound where they have a
vegetable garden, two coconut saplings and two banana
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trees. Ajeetha also dries small quantities.of fish in
the compound. The two rooms have tiled roof and brick
walls while the verandah has thatched roof and wall,
The flooring in all the rooms is of mud. The family
makes use of the thatched verandah to make nets., In
one corner of the verandah a hand grinder and grain
crusher are kept. '

The house and its surroundings are clean, Only the
streets in the village are electrified, the houses are
not. There are about 4 open wells in the village, and
one of them is right in front of Ajeetha's house, She
collects water from this well, In summer, however, she
has a problem, since there is not enough water in the
well, There 1s no fair price shop in the village and
the provisions have to be got from Bargi, Since, it
means getting out of the house, Ajeetha does not go to

purchase provisions - her husband buys on his way back,

Employment: Esub Ibrahim, as mentioned earlier, works
;s a labourer on a trawler at Kimani., The trawler is
owned by a muslim, He leaves his house by 3 A.M,, walks
upto Kimani which is about 3 kms from Betkuli and then
goes fishing in a trawler, The trawler lands at Kilmani
and Ibrahim reéturns home by around 7 p.m, Ibrahim is
away at work for about 16 hours, Sometimes, during a
busy season he does not come home every day, but returns
once a week or s0. Esub 18 engaged in fishing for about
8-9 months in a year, He is not paid a monthly wage but
is paild a share of the daily catch. Therefore, his dally
income would depend on the day's catch. There are days
when inspite of putting in the long 16 hours of work,

he returns without any dncome. It is highly uncertain
and risky. While on boat, food is served to all the
labourers, At about 6,30 é.m., breakfast which consists
of beaten rice mixed with jaggery and coconut or Idly

or uppuma is served along with a cup of tea. Soon

after the first haul of fish, some crabs are cooked
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and servgd to everybody. Lunch consisting of rice, prawns
and fish is served at around 1 p.m. After a cup of tea,
another meal is served about an hour prior to landing. aAn
amount of Rs,150 is deducted from his éalary every month
towards his food. On an average, he earns Rs¢5,000/- per
year eicluding the cost of food mentioned above,

During the monsoons, occassionally, he helps his wife in
making nets,

Ajeetha's Routine: Ajeetha has to wake up early in the

morning to see her husband off. She then goes back to bed
and starts her day by 6,30 a,m. She has to fetch water
from the well, clean the house, finish her cooking; wash
her clothes and she then sits down to weave nets by about
9 a.m, She gets the orders to make trawler nets from the
boat owners at Kimani, They give her the 26 kgs of Ny lon
that is required for making a trawl net and an advance of
Rs¢25, It takes Ajeetha 3 months to complete one net, She
weaves about 370 webs breadth - wise, and a length of 200
webs and 10 to 12 such pieces are joined together to make
one trawl net, For each piece of net she earns Rs,40/w~,
She works for about 6-8 hours a day in net making and is
able to weave about 5 to 6 nets in a year, Ajeetha is able
to earn about Rs.2,500/-~ per year, The net is delivered to
the boat owners by her husband Esdb.

Meherunnisa, who is much older (55 years) than Ajeetha,
is not able to work as fast as Ajeetha, She makes only

2 to 3 trawl nets in a year and earns fs,1,300/- per year,
She works from 9 a.,m, to 1 p.m. and after lunch between
3.30 p.m. and 5 p,m,

Net making involves a lot of concentration and patience,
It is a very tedious and time consuming job, Since one
has to sit straight; pull the nylon thread to tighten the
knot, it gives them back ache, fingers get cut and is a
strain on the eye,
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Expenditure: Since Esub is away from home all day,

declsions regarding day to day affairs are taken by
Ajeetha, However, all purchases are made by Esub since
Ajeetha does not get out of her house, They are not
able to buy their monthly requirements of provisions
at one time, He buys them, on his way back, is small
quantities, depending on the amount of money he has
with him, |

Their diet consists of rice, dhal and occassionally vege-
tables. Esub takes home a very small quantity of figh

every day. This fish is not of very good quality but is
not of a very poor quality either, Before giving away
the dayfs catch, the crew keep a small quantity for

themselves,

The house hold expenditure on food, health, clothing
etc,, per annum works up to Rs.8,000, while their annual

income is only R5e 7,500/,

Ajeetha finds it very difficult to manage the house, She
has no. support even from her parents. Esub had to borrow
Rs¢ 900 from his friend to meet the household expenses.

'*They do not spend too much on festivals, etc., They
observe all the muslim festivals but even then, Ajeetha
does not go and visit her friends and relatives, She only
participates in the local village festivals. She is not
aware of cinemas and other forms of entertainment., She
leads a very protected life.

Ajeetha got married when she was 20 years old. She does
not have any children as yet, -

Awarness of Programmes: Esub meets a number of people and

is generally aware of most things. He and Ajeetha are
politically aware and have cast their votes during the
recent elections,

While Ajeetha 1s not aware of any of the government
schemes, Esub is aware of most of them, He has, however,
not availed of any of the schemes because the rate of



interest on such loans is high and he feels he cannot
repay in time,

As regards the IDFP, while Ajeetha is totally ignorant
about it, Esub knows that a harbour is being built in
Tadri. He lg not aware of boat distribution or resettle-
ment,

Esub is not very keen on getting a boat because he feels
he will be unable to repay the loan. Both Esub and Ajeetha
would not like to be resettled at Tadri since they have
friends in this village and Ajeetha can approach them

for help even when Esub is not around,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF IDFP TO THE HOUSEHOLD

No major chanjges can be foreseen in the life of Esubh and
Ajeetha after the implementation of the IDFP., Esub works
as a trawler labourer, The project will distribute 3ill~
nets only and since he has not even applied for a boat, he
will not kenefit from it, Therefore, Esub will continue
to work as a labourer and his lifestyle would improve only
if his income increases, His income is dependent on fish
catch, Under the project it is proposed to introduce deep
see fishing vessels which can Jo deep into the sea, get:
larger catches of fish and retain the quality of fish, so
that it would fetch a good price, However, this is likely
to benefit a small group of fishermen only,

As rejards net making also, there may not be a change in
demand since the numbef of trawlers will remain the same,
If gillnets are introduced and these women start weaving
Jillnets also, then. there may be a slight increase in
their wages, However, it must be remembered that a person
cannot make more than 6 or 7 nets in a year,

Their nutritional status will not be affected because
Esub and other crew members will continue to keep aside

some fish for their own consumption even if the selling
price of fish is very high,
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CASE STUDY NO, 4,14

BALI - A HOUSEWIFE FROM NON~FISHING HOUSEHOLD

1. Village s Agragona

2., Name 3 Bali

3. Age H 55 years

4., Caste : Harikanth

5. Education s Illiterate

6. Age at Marriage H 14 years

7. Number of Pregnancies H 7

8 Number of living children 3 6

9. Family Planning Status $ Not sterilised
10, Size of the Household 3 5 ' -

11. Annual income of the
Household {(estimated)

12. Annual expenditure of s RSe 6,300/
the household (reported)

: Rsed,750/=

The Village: The village Agragona is situated on the bank
of river Gangavali which is about 10 km from Tadri, The
houses are scattered, muslims and harikants are the pre-
dominant groups living in this village. The harikants are
engaged in fishing in the Gangavali river on their tradi-
tional wooden boat, Some fishermen go to Karwar, Goa and
Mangalore to work on mechanised boats and return to the
village after the fishing season. The muslims are engaged

in mechanised fishing and marketing of fish., All the
harikant families own small plots of agricultural land,
which is the main source of their income, They do not
depend on fishing alone,

The House: About fifteen years back the whole village was
washed away by flood. They stayed in a small thatched
building for one year and then they constructed the -
present house where they live now, The house has a tiled
roof and cemented floor, The wall is made out of mud,

The house is situated in a high place and the flood waters
cannot reach the house. The windows are made out of wood..
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In the east there is a big stone image of God Beerappa,
their family God. Bali has kept the house and surroundings
very clean, There is a small cell which is used as the

resting place for children during night,

Family History: Bali's parents lived in Agragona village,
She got married at the age of fourteen to Jetti, of the
same village, They were six brothers and sisters all
together but four male children died dque to illness, S8Since
they could not afford to take them to the hospital, they
could not save her brothers, Jetti is the only son of

his parents, Jetti's forefathers were priests in the Beer
temple, which is situated in Agragona village. The agri-
cultural land and place around the house wh%ch they have
now was given by the temple authorities as a gift to Bali's
father-in-law. Jetti is continuing as the priest in the
Beer temple.

Assets: They own 35 guntas of land, of which 20 guntas are
agricultural land and the remaining 15 guntas include the
house site and few coconut trees. Her third son owns a
sewing machine which he got from the IRD scheme, Jetti
owns two bullocks which are used to plough the land. Balil
owns about 25 gms of gold which she would like to use

for her daughter's marriage. Bali's son who 1s a graduate
owns a two band transistof which he bought about 2 years
back.

Bali's Family: She has four sons and two daughters, Two

of her sons and one daughter are married. Two married -
sons are working as police constables, one in Dandeli and
the other one in Jog falls, Both have two children each
and they stay with their families. Her third son is a
B.A, graduate and ls unemployed now, He has learnt
tailoring and has bought a tailoring machine, He stitches
only shirts and blouses on order from village people.

Her second daughter has studied upto fourth standard and
is helping her mother in the household duties, Her last
son has studied upto SSLC and is unemployed. Some times

he goes to Gangavalli river to get some £ish for house-

hold conswmption,
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Bali's Daily Routine; Bali is not engaged in any gainful
activity but is busf with household work. She prepares the
food and looks after the day to day affairs of the house-
hold. During agriculture season, she 1is engaged in sowing
and transplantation of paddy seedlings in their own land.
She goes to the local market for small purchases and once
a week she goes to Gokarna town for shopping, Everyday she
gets up at 6 0O' clock in the morning and prepares breakfast
for the family, Then she rests for a while and cooks lunch,
Her daughter also helps her in cooking and cleaning. She
then goes to the nearbBy river to wash clothes., After lunch,
everyday she rests for one hour, In the evening she goes
to the paddy fields to see that everything is in order.

She comes back, has a wash and prepares dinner. This is
her usual daily routine,

Jetti's Occupation: Jetti's primary occupation is per-
forming pooja in Beerappa temple in the village, Every
morning he takes bath before going to the temple to

perform pooja. He comes back at 10 0' clock and goes to
the paddy field to plough and clean the land. Whenever
he 1is free, he goes to the adjacent Gangavall river to
catch. fish for their own consumption., Since he is
engaged in agriculture and performs pooja in temple, he
cannot take up fishing as a full time activity, He feels
that fishing is very profitable and regrets that he cannot
take up fishing., He felt that he could have bought a
mechanised boat and earned more rather than being engaged
as a priest and in agriculture, His children also cannot
take up fishing as they are educated and would like to
take up a white collared job,

Annual Income & expenditure of the household: The main

source of income is agriculture, Paddy and pulses are
grown, Since the saline river water enters the

agricultural plots, only one crop can be grown, The

B T T S S T
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famiiy income and expenditure may be classified as
follows:

From Agriculture t Rs.2,000/=

Remittance from

Children 5 4,500/-

From the temple : 250/~
47750/-

Expenditure

Ball's family does not consume fish on saturdays and
mondays., They consume more vegetables than fish, she
grows the vegetables which is sufficient for about four
months, Otherwise, they bring the vegetables f£rom
Gokarna market,

Food (Rice, vegetables

SpiceS; etct') . : RS.B'SOO/-
Clothes : 1,000/~
Medicine 3 500/ =
Transport : 300/=
Other Misc. Exp
(House repair, tobacco
education) 3 1,000/=
6,300/=

b= ]

Bali was of the opinion that the expenditure was always
more than the income, but she managed the house within
the limited income they had,

Indebtedness: They have not taken any loan, They are
self sufficient and do not want to commit themselves
to the burden of indebtedness,

Health: Ball mentioned that the ANM visits the house
regularly and asks her to keep the house and surroundings
clean, She had kept the house and surroundings very neat
using cowdung, Nobody in the house was seriously sick
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for the last 10 years, For minor problems they go to
Ankola which is about 7 km from Agragona, They regularly
go to the private hospital for medicine as they believe
that the private doctors give good medicine, She believes
in small family norm. Her two daughters-in-~law have under-
gone tubectomy operation after delivering tweo children,

Bali's Social & Political Activity: Bali attends all the
social functions in her villages. She attends the muslin
marriages also, and felt that muslim and other caste people

were very co-operative and lived together in harmony. She
celebrates all the hindu festivals namely Divalil, Ugadi,
Ganesha Chathurthi etc, She attends the annual festivals

of Lord Beerappa every year., During Mahasivarathri, she
goes to Gokarna Temple to attend the festival, She is fully
aware of the political situation in the country, She
mentioned that some political party members offered them
money to vote their party but she did not accept the money
from any political party, She cast her vote to the ruling
party.

Awarenegs of the I,D.F.P: Bali is not aware of the Indo

Danish Fisheries Project. However, her husband and children
are aware of the project. Bali has never visited Tadri in
her life time, as there was no need. She felt that since the
family was occupied with non-fishing activity, the Indo-
DPanish Fisheries project would not help them. But she felt
that her unemployed graduate son could work as clerk if

the project authorities give him an opportunity,

LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF IDFP TO THE HOUSEHOLD

Since the household is mainly engaged in agriculture
and members of family are in no way interested 1in
taking up fishing or marketing of fish as main

B T S
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activity, the household would continue in the
present occupation and the impact of Indo-Danish
Fisheries Project on the household would be

minimal.

Nutritional Status: Jetti, as mentioned earlier,
goes fiching on a traditional boat., The Ffish

is used for household consumption, Jettil will
continue to do and the IDFP will not affect

this household in any way.
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IDENTLIFICATION OF RESOURCE PERSONS

An attempt was made to identify potential women leaders

who would take tne responsibility of running a women's

co-operative society, persuade other women to form a

co-Operative society and to act as resource persons to

the project authorities, It was found that there are no

active voluntary organisations in the project area. &

few mahila mandals exist but conduct only tailoring

classes, and did not have a single fisherwomen as its

member, Nelther were they interested to enrol them as

members,

Persons contacted to identify leaders include President

of Mahila Mandals, members of some Yuvathi Mandal, anganwadi

workers, social workers, mukyasevikas and gramasevikas.

After meeting

all the above mentioned women, ISST was

able to identify only three women who have the potential

and the interest to work with fisherwomen., They are -

1)

2)

3)

Ms, Shashikala,
Social Worker,

C/o The Mukya Sevika,
B.D.0O'S Office,
Ankola,

Ms,., Venkamma Nayak,
School Teacher (Stipendary Graduate)
Tadri,

Ms, Gowri,

Fish Vendor,
Aganashini village.

ok ok kK
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Conclusions and i

5.1 Using the var’ on generated by

the sample sv g:studies, we may
now sumnarise the . es of the fishing

community in the Tadri pi._ ot area, paying
speclal attention to the position and problems
of women, It is necessary to remember that

the findings of the sample data have often to

be qualified before they become applicable to

the community as a whole, We have évoided
additions of such reservations as much as
possible, with a view to making the narrative
simple, straightforward and, indeed, provocative,

5.2 Economic and Social conditionss The major
impression one gets of the fishing commdnity
in the Tadri area is that it is hard working,
adequately employed, and reasonably well-off
igjgé;ﬁs of"iﬁébmé'levels. This is more
apparent along the coastal villages, and
among the muslimg, haricants, konkan karves
and gébits - who have taken to mechanized
boats, and are owners or part-owners of such
craft., Those living in interior pockets like
Mirjan, such as ambigas and scheduled castes,
continue to be relatively less well-off, House-
holds depending on agriculture or other non-
fishing occupations, have also done less well
than the principal fishing castes = because of
natural limitations to multiple’crOpping and
to the practice of animal husbandry. These




economic factors'afe causing a gradual
incursion of men from such households also
into fishing and fish-related activities.,
Some young men from non=£fishing villages
1like Belangi and Joog have taken up jobs

as labourers on purse-seines or trawlers.
Similarly, agriculturists in Kagalheni,
Betkuli, Kimani and Mirjan have begun to
lease their lands in the off-season for
prawn farming. But these trends are still
not pronounced enough to breakdown the close
links between castes and preferred occupations.

The average family-size 1s fairly high
amongst all the castes, though families

tend to be nuclear rather than joint, It

is common in fishing households for aged
parents to live with their working sons or
daughters, This is mainly due to the work-
pattern of menfolk, Men working as partners
or labourers on fishing craft often remain
away from home for days during the busy

season, and women feel more secure when they

have some elderly persons living with them.
while this inevitably adds to family .expen=
diture, it has also the advantage of
enabling adult women to engage in gainful
employment outside the home for longer

period.

Cagte relations are pretty strong, not only in
social ‘and religious matters but in the
economic area as well. The most common
expression this finds is in the partnerships

e e m e e e e e =
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for owning mechanised boats. However,
inter-caste relations are fairly harmonious,
and conflicts, 1f any, are usually for other
reasons, such as personal or political
rivalries,

Ownership of different kinds of boats also
breaks down along caste lines - with™~muslims,
and haricants being chief partnefé,of purse-
seines; 1i.e,, haricants,; konkan karves and
muslims being owners or partners of trawlers;
and gabits dominant among gillnet owners.,
Consequently income levels among these castes
are also higher than those of other castes,
like ambigas or scheduled castes, It is
possible that this pattern will change 1n
the future; but there are as yet no clear
signs of this in the Tadri area,

With the introduction of mechanised boats,
fish output in the area has increased, and
a number of landing centres and processing
facilities have been developed in Kumta,
Keni, Ankola and Karwar. There has also
been an increase in the number of agents
and middlemen operating in the area, In
the event, a good part of benefits of
larger catch and higher prices have accrued
to these agents and middlemen, rather than
to fisherfolk, Even so, incomes of boat
owners and of labourers on fishing craft
seem to have gone up in the last decade,

5.7 A matter that came up frequently during the
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investigations is the extent of alcoholism
prevalent among fishermen. Virtually all
respondents from all castes confirmed that

a large part of the income of fishermen was.

spent on drinking, and liguor shops in the
area are amongst the most flourishing,
Much of household expenditure in fishing
households is therefore being met from the
earnings of the women of the household,
This has inevitably limited the extent to
which higher earnings from fishing is
reflected in household standards of 1living

or consumption,

For the purchase of boats, as also for
thelr operation, fishermen have borrowed
from commnercial or co-operative banks., A
substantial part of their gross receipts
from the sale of ficsh is devoted to meeting
these debt oblligations, Here again, their
addiction to drink and easy spending habits

have led to the accumulation of considerable
overdues to banks and other creditors, How-

ever, to the extent that loan repayments
have been made, the fishing community has
been able to add to its savings, and to
capital formation in the fishing industry.
But investments in Uttara Kannada in
transport equipment or processing units
have largely been made by traders and

exporters from outside; this is particularly

true of the Tadri area, which is relatively
under developed in respect of processing
units,

A e T e e m oae m am am
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5.9 The’'promotion of co-operative societies in
the area has not benefited the fisherfolk
as much as was hoped at the outset, These
socletles have not succeeded in reducing
the middle-men's cut in the final price,
since they have generally not been engaged
in marketing operations, Many of them have

in fact financed agents and middle-men.

There is a clear need for more co-operative
marketing societies of fisher-men and
fisherwomen (this matter is examined in
greater detall in the report on marieting).

5.10 Fishing households alongside the Gangavali
and Aghanashini rivers are generally
employed for longer periods than those
along the sea-coast, During the fishing
season, they participate in ocean fishing
elither as partners or lakourers and in the
monsoon season, they are engaged in river
fishing., Conseqguently, many of them own
traditional boats, and one way or another,
have annual income of Rs.5000 or more,

Even éo; they are on the whole less well-off
than the owners or part-owners of mechanised
craft operating in the sea,

S.11 WOMEN'S ACTIVITIES AND STATUS: As has been
pointed out in Chapter III, work participation

ratios for women in fishing and non-fishing
households in the project area are quite high.
This is a reflection partly of the availabi-
lity of a range of work opportunities for
women and partly of the sheer econom;c
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necessity in most cases to augment family
income, Women's activities range from fish
vending from house to house at one end to
net-making at home at the other. These
occupations vary with caste and location,
as well as with the asset status of the
household, In all cases the skills are
passed on from mothers to their daughters
or daughters~in-law rather than acquired
through any formgl training.

As everywhere else, women workers earn less
than théir male counterparts - either because
the tasks they can take up are less strenuous
or less skilled, or because (as in loading
and unloading of fish) it is traditional to
pay less for female labour., Amongst women,
work opportunities for those of haricants and

konkan karve castes - which were participating

more actively in fisheries development and
mechanisation programmes - were more remune-
rative than those for ambiga or scheduled
caste women. These work opportunities have
not yet been significantly affected by the
Tadrli or other development projects in the
area, Nor have many new types of jobs for
women come into being in the wake of mecha-
nization - except perhaps for prawn shelling
and nylon net-making.

Together with the household chores that have
to be taken care of, working hours for women
who take to gainful employment away from home
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are extremely long ~ their day generally
starts around 4 AM ang goes on until late
at night, However, this burden is often
shared with other women or girls of the
household, Girls under 12 generally remain
at home to look after the children or help
in other household work, while the older
girls often go along with their mothers to
help them in other activities., One way

or another, this means their having to
stay away from school, >

5.14 Very little has so far been done to provide
facilities which can help reduce the workloagd
of women, Few of the landing centres provide
any--creche, rest room or canteen facilities
for the women who come to unload £ish or
collect them for sale in the local markets.,
Transport facilities for women vendors are
inadequate, or unduly expensive., They are
often refused accommodation on buses and
are obliged to walk long distances, Very
few villages have market places or ice-
factories or sheds for drying fish which
women peddlars can use, Nor has any programne
of training women in modern technigques of
drying or preservation of fish been organised.

5.15 Much the same is true of other facilities
which could lighten the burden of women's
household work. Both Kumta and Ankola are
ICDS taluks, and most villages in the project
area have anganwadi centres., These are
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fairly well utiiised :+ but women labourers
and vendors who have also to work in the
afternoons have to arrange for the care of
their children after the anganwadi closes,
Drinking water and fuel are difficult to
obtain in many villages ; primary health
centres and primary health units are

located only in towns and taluk head quarters,
and auxiliary nurse-midwives (ANMS) are able
to visit the villages only once a week, All
of these are areas in which more and better .
facilities can be of immense benefit to the

women, especially the working women.

Desplte the important contribution that the \
women of Tadri make to family income and ‘
consumption, they are totally dominated by /E
men, There is no tradition of matrileny .
or matriarchy in this area, and few are

heads of household or property owners. All
major decisions for the household are taken
by the male adults and heads of the household.
In both fishing and non-~fishing households,
women are mostly illiterate, and genérally
uninformed about their civic rights and
privileges, There is only one fisherwomen's
co-operative society (at Tadri), of which
some women vendors of Tadri, Aganashini and
Moodangil are members. However, the members
are not even aware of the aims and objectives
of the society and have made little use of
it., No other organisation of or for women
exists in the area.,
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5.+17 However, the responsibility for providing the
family needs of food, clothing, health and
education expenses as well as the day to day
management of the household rests with the
women, Part of the income earned by the men
does flow into the family kitty, in the form
of cash as well as of fish from their share
of the daily catech. And major items of
expenditure for the household are often
financed from out of the husband's income or
borrowings, But it is usually the women's
income that provides the daily requirement
of grain, pulses, oll or sugar.' The visual
picture one gets from a visit to the households
is that, in general, these daily needs of the
family are being édequately managed by the
women, Except in a few families in which the
number of dependents far exceeded the number
of earners, there was little evidence of
serious malnutrition or morbidity, Any aug-
‘mentation of the women's ability to earn more
will probably contribute to a further improve-
ment in the consumption and nutritional stahd-
ards of fisherfolk. From this view point, it
seems exceedingly important that every attempt
is made to promote additional work opportuni-
ties for women and generally improve their
‘work environment,
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5,18 Project Awareneés and Related Problems: A

5.19

majority of the fishing population in the
project area are not aware of the IDFP.
Fishermen residing close to Tadri are
familiar with the project but others
residing further away from it are not.
They only knew that a harbour is beilng
built at Tadri, and a few of men also

knew that gillnet boats will be distributed.
Those who are aware of these are generally
members of the Fisheries Co=operative
Society.

Awareness of the project among the fisher-
women is very much less than among the men,
Again, women residing close to Tadri, who go
there to purchase fish, are aware of the
harbour, but nothing else, Women residing
away from Tadri have vigually no knowledge
of the project, Infact, fishing houceholds
and others in Ankola taluk are more aware of
the naval base that is likely to come up in
Karwar, than of the IDFP,

Under the project, it is intended to distri-
bute gillnetters. Since the government of
Karnataka has already taken the decision not
to add further purse-seines and trawlers
operating in the state, only gillnetters of
improved versions of traditional boats can be
distributed in the area, However, as was
pointed out earlier, gillnetters operate at
night and not all the fishing castes are
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willing to take to night fishing, Only
gablits and a few konkan karves are engaged

in this activity. And unless some special
effort is made to induce others, it is

likely that the new gillnetters distributed
under the IDPFP will accrue largely to the
members of this caste, Ambigas, a number of
whom reside in Mirjan, are the most backward
of the fishing castes. They hesitate to
accept mechanised fishing boats and use
traditional boats for the reason that invest-
ment on such boats is minimum ang éhey can be
used throughout the year, Hence, they do not
benefit from the project's scheme of distri-
buting gillnet boats or from any other part of
the programne, There is no necessary reason
why this should sharpen caste conflicts ; but
there is also no harm in keeping this in

aind and avoiding actions that are apt to
cause un-necessary friction between different

classes of fishermen.

The project authorities have also decided that
after the boats have beea distributed the catch
from these boats can be marketed by any of

the 10 .fisheries co-operative societies, in the
project area, However, this may not be
possible since landing facilities are not
provided in most of these villages. The 10
co-operative societies are situated in the

following villages:= ?

1) Tadri 2) Gangavali
3) Belekeri 4) Keni

5) Manjuguni 6) Dubanshashi
7) Kagalheni 8) Mirjan

9) Betkuli 10) Kumta
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Manjuguni, Kagaiheni and Betkuli villages
do not have landing facilities and addi-

tional work may have to be undertaken to

facilitate boats to land in these centres,

Therefore, after gillnet boats are distri-
buted, it does not follow that fichermen

from these villages

centres,

will land fish at these

Further, even if landing facilities are

available in these villages, it is quite
likely that during the fishing season,
fichermen will prefer to land in some of

the major landing centres like Karwar and

Tadri and use therce landing centres only

during the not - so - busy season, How-

ever, this advantage should not be dismissed

lightly, 1in view of its importance to

women fish vendors,

If Gangavali Co-operative scociety has to

undertake marketing, then proper roads will

have to be provided as the landing centre

is not at present accessible by road, Fish

are brought in smaller boats to the society,

taken in a small van upto the main road and

later loaded onto a lorry/truck,

Providing landing facilities will help the

women of these and

surrounding villages.

During the busy season they go in any case

to the major landing centres and buy from

wholesalers or take a part of fish landed

by their menfolk.

In the lean season, nowever,
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sinde boats are aot able to land in these
villages, women are obliged to go to
neighbouring villages to buy fish. This
can be avoided,

5,22 Women residing in Tadri, Moodangi, Agana-
shini and Hosakatta villages are at present
engaged in unloading fish from boats. How-
ever, after the construction of the harbour,
it is likely that they will be adversely
affected because then, the trucks will be
able to come right up to the harbour,
Loading of fish into vans is generally done

by men and not women,

i

5,23 The project proposes to set up a processing
plant in Tadri, which is expected to
provide employment to about 500 women in
prawn processing which involves peeling
and grading of prawns, However, it is well
known that women from Kerala are skilled at
these jobs and often migrate to other coastal
states, Private prawn processing units in
and around Karwar also have in their employ
women from Kerala for this task. Therefore,
unless special efforts are made to train local
women for these jobs, it is possible that
Kerala women will be preferred and employment

of local women will not increase much,

5.24 At present, there are about 20 purse=-seines and
200 trawlers in the project area, Those from
Kumta taluk use Tadri, while those in Ankola
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taluk which are closer to Karwar use the
landing facilities there, Even after the
construction of the new harbour, the came
pattern is likely to continue. As for
gillnetters, whose number will increase
with the implementation of the project,
the present dominance of Kenl is 1likely

to continue - unless some special advan-
‘tage is conferred on boats landing their
fish at Tadri, or the price of fish at
Tadri goes up and attracts the boats.
Should there be increased landings at
Tadri, they would have to be absorbed

by wholesalers and processing units who
can afford to pay prices high enough to
attract the boat owners., However, this
could affect the women peddlars adversely
as they have to pay more to buy fish from
boat owners or wholesalers, If the price
is high = e.g., Lf a basket of seer fish
weighing approx, 20 kgs exceeds Rs.40/- per
basket, = theﬁ, women will have difficulty
in finding the money to purchase fish, GSome
arrangement to assist the women vendors in

this regard is required.

If landings are centralised, it would also
affect women peddlars in villages away

" from Tadri. Since the boats will not land
in their villages or in the neighbouring
villages even during the not - so - busy
months, the women fish vendors will have
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to come all the way to Tadri or go to other
wholesale markets at Kumta or Ankola to
purchase fish for later sale, This will
mean -

a) their expenses on transport will
increase

b) since proper transport facilities
are not available, carrying fish
to the market from Tadri will be
a major problem

c) if they have to go to distant
markets, the quality of fish will
deterioriate(they will not use
ice since iced fish fetch lower
prices) and hence will not get a
remunerative price,

d) purse-siene and trawler boats land
in the evening - around 4,30 PM,
If transport facilities are not
provided to the women, they will
reach distant markets late in the
evening and if they are not able
to sell all the fish that day,
(because there are no facilities
to store fish), they will be forced
to take fish home, dry them and
later sell them at a much lower
price.

However, the construction of the harbour in
Tadrl will not affect fishermen and women

in kenil since keni 1is the biggest landing
centre for gillnets in Karnataka and will
continue to be so., The traditional fisher-
men will also not ke affected by the project
since they can continue to land in their

own villages, River fish which fetch a good
price in the market are sold by the women,
and they may not be much affected.
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5,27 Employment potential for muslim women who

5.29

are engaged in nef making is also not
likely to increase unless other boats decide
to land in Tadri continuously. If this
happens, then it could provide employment
to women who are not presently engaged in
net making, since those who are already
engaged in this activity are able to weave
only 6 -~ 7 nets in a year.

Shell collection is a good source of income
to both fishermen and women, especially to
the women., It offers employment not only
during the season, but even during the
monsoons., Oflate, contractors who supoly
shells to lime factories have invaded the
area, denying employment to these fisherfolk,
This matter was brought up in the Karnataka
State Assembly, but nothing has been done as

Yet.

One of the main components of the IFDP is
the construction of a colony of 500 houses
to settle workers in the Tadri harbour and
processing plant, The response of most
households interviewed by the ISST team to
this aspect of the project was negative,
Households which have lived in their own
houses for many years are totally unwilling
to be regettled in Tadri, They do not wilish
to move away from theilr own habitats ; and
they are afraid that living in Tadri is less
secure for women and more open to conflicts
with immigrants from other areas. Those

living along the rivers are also concerned



that’ if they migrate to Tadri, they may

not obtain employment throughout the year
as they now have, So far, no.special
effort has been made by project authorities
or others to evaluate these apprehensions,
or to allay the fears of ficsherwomen and

fishermen,

At present, the Fish Marketing Federation
of Kumta and Ankola operates at Keni only
during the busy season., It withdraws in
the lean season on the argument that it

is not worth while to continue.With more
gillnetters operating in the area, this
argument may not be so valid., In any
event, fisherfolk want the Federation to
operate throughout the year at keni, They
also feel that if this is not possible,

at least a small freezer plant should be
set up there. This is a matter that
merits consideration by the project autho-
rities, as a means of facilitating not only
boat-owners but fisherwomen as well,

Some of the general problems faced by

women vendors relate to transport and
market facilities, The precise nature and
extent of these problems, and the manner in
which further changes in the marketing
pattern are likely to affect them will
become clearer after the marketing report is
finalised later this year, ileantime, the
main ones thrown up by the household survey
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are these : transport facilities presently
available to the women vendors are quite
inadequate, As mentioned earlier, they

are often denied accomnodation on buses,
unless they bribe.the concerned people,
Tempos or autorickshaws are not available
at all landing centres, nor are they worthw
while except when local fish prices are
sufficiently remunerative. Conseguently
they have to spend much time reaching the
consuming areas, and in the process the .
quality of fish deteriorates, This cannot
be rem#died by using ice, since iced fish
are considered inferior to fresh fish by

the local coasumers,

Except in Ankola, there is no proper market
for women to sell fish, Nor are any storage
facilities available in the local markets,
where unsold fish can be stored for disposal
the next day. This will also mean additional
expenditure for financing which, as for
financing the purchase of fish at the landing
centres, no special facilities are available
under the IFDP.

Finally, there is no provision under the
project for training women to take any of
the skilled jobs that the project is likely
to create in the wake of adding to the
fishing and fishe-processing potential af
Tadri., Nor are there other programmes
planned by IFDP or the state authorities to



s 224

reéettle women in other occupations in

their own villages or traditional areas,
There are no voluntary or non-governmental
organisations which are active in the

preject area, Altogether, there is an urgent:
need for a wide-ranging ang imaginative
approach to ensure that the women of

Tadri are not left high and dry in the

name of modérnising the fishing industry

Or enhancing the country's export potential,
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