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INTRODUCTION

DAWN - Development Alternatives with Women For a New erasa,
started as a global project consisting of a study of
development experiance from the perspective of Third World
women and the formulation of more equitable development
alternatives for the future, The main oblectives of *the

project were:

1. to see if women from dilverse pergpectives could
form a strong unlted women's movement wilith a
unifying platform in an attempt to 1nfluence

global development,

2. to produce a paper which would provide’ a basis
for women to speak with a qnified volee on
atleést some issues in the decade to follow, and
more ambitiously, for women to change the world

for the better.

The objectives of the project were more than achleved, in
the sense that, &8 paper was produced and this papayr was
published as a book entilitled HDAWN - Development Crises and

Alternative Visions:Third World Wwomen's Pergpectives",

DAWN wasg concelved by researchers, policy makers and

sctivists from the Third World as a first step in a broader
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project of consultation, analysis and intellectual exchange.
Thelr aim was to formulate a more integrative analysis which
would weave together the diverse aspects of the current
development debates with the 1itérature on  women and
development in order to pose alternative hypotheses about
womenh's role in the processes of socio-ecnomic transforma-
tion. Ag guch global Third World initiatives have been few,
and 1t was felt that DAWN could act as a vital Third
World umbrella for both developlng a framework of
analysis on women and development and fostering research
exchangesg among South scholars. Indeed, the collaborative

process to date has resulted in a c¢ross-cultural gynthetic

overview of devefopment's impact, the global economilce,
political and cultural crises, and the roles of women's
organisations 1Iin the development process, While this

overview is an invalusable first step, 1t is apparent that

many more questions néed to be carefully studied.

For example, the book concludes thét both analyses of and
propoged golutions to the food-fuel-water corigie neglect
women's eritical pogition in societies as food procducers,
food-fuel-water providers and basic needs mahagers. It urges
the formulation of integrated pollicles and studies toward

farming, timber use, and water management which c¢learly



recognize women's day roles in these areas. To begin this
task, concrete research on the impacf of c¢cash cropping on
subsistence food production, on women's accegs to land,
¢redit, technology, markets and. rural employment opportu-
nities and on land reform and cooperative farming
strategies-all need to be undertaken in greater detail, Or,
in the ares of international debt, the book speculates about
the specific impact of this crisis on women, However, more
empirical and theoretical research neede to be undertaken to
broaden our knowledge base on the disaggregated effects of
the debt crisis. Such studies are 1likely *to have gehneral
implications for developing countries in many different
regiong. There are many other related issueg that could also
be analysed within the DAWN umbrella at the regilonal,
national and local levels and used as a basis fop erogg-

cultural comparison.

With this background, the Dawn group met in Rio-de-Janeiro
in february, 1986 and have c¢halked out a programme of

collective research on two broad themesg:
1. Women's movements and women'sg organigations,.
2. The energy and food crigis.

A methodolgoy has been avolved by which the resgearch in both




these subjects will be conceptually integrated guch that the
knowledge can empower the women's movements to action and
vice versa. The experience of women's organisations c¢an

empower the reseasrch.

REASONS FOR BANGALORE REUNION

At Rio, the forthcoming World Soclology Congress, planned to
be held in Delhi, August 18-23, 1986 was identified as an
occasion when committee members of DAWN c¢ould meet and
review the progress since the February Rio meeting. This
seemed an important mileétone pecause of two initiatives

taken by participante in the Rio meeting:

1. Neuma Aguiar and Lourdes Arizpe already were important
members of RC-32 and were planning to have a DAWN
Round Table. In fact several DAWN members initiated
digeueslione at RC-32. They were already in touch with
Ms. Daniz Kandiyotti, the Chairperson of RC-32 at that
time. Thus these two colleagues were willing to take

the trouble to bring together as many DAWN persons a8

posgible into those activities.

2., 'INSTRAW; reprasented by Ms. Krishna Patel, wearea
planning to have a Round Table called "Rethinking on

Development'!, which would be a dislogue between



regearchers and activiests. This was being co-convened
by UNESCO. Ms, Krishna Patel offered to field as many
ag the DAWN committee members' names ag posgsible, to

ensure their tlickets and expenses for New Delhi.

Thug the New Delhil reunion wae planned well in advance, An

agends was tentatively mentioned namely!:

1.Convenors of the two reseasrch programmes were Lo
prepare outlines, ecirculate it within their ragional
co-ordinators and bring up a review for finalising

at Delhli.

2.To further discuss on ldentification of assoclates

in different reglons,

3. Reporting of Steering Committee members of progress

of work between February and August 19856.

4, Conglderation of constrainte and needs faced by the
new gecretariat and how the group can provide more

support.

At thisg time, the idea was also brought up, of ' having
another post World Congress review and reflection at the
game venue, as the founding meeting in August 21-24,

1984, this idea found great enthusiasm, ag many DAWN
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Advisory Committee members who had been deeply 1lnvolved with
DAWN had not been able to come to the first RBangalore
meeting. These were aspecilially Carmen Barosso, Noleen

Heyzer, Lucille Mair, Lourdes Arizpe, Hameeda Hussain,

Further, Gita Sen, who had been sguch an important member of
DAWN was not able to attend either the Rilio or the World
Congress due to doctor's advise against travelling during
her early pregnancy. It was felt that the reunion - in
Bangalore may also provide to the DAWN group an opportunity

to have discusesiong with henr.

At the reunion in Bangalore, it was proposed that there
would not only be a review of the progregs of DAWN process
between February and August, but also a review of the
activation and mobilisation and alliances that may be formed
at DAWN during the World Conference. In other words, it
seemed an important step with ne special fund mobilisation
from the point of view of international travel by which DAWN
could strengthen ite future by a deep reflection on the

firat phase,

During this period February 1986-August 1986, another
activity which emerged was the vislt of Ms. Caren Grown,
Research Agsoclate, who worked with Gita Sen 1in preparing

the book Development Crises and Alternative Visgions: Third



World Women's Perspectives at Nairobi, The book had been
discussed and it had been felt +that (i) there should be
a8 revision responding to varlous commente (2} it should be
published formally, so that it could be easily avallable. A

mandate wag given to Gita Sen and Caren Grown to finalise

the manuscript and initiate the publication. Caren drown
reported this at Rio - a publiication committee was
formed and in consgultation with +that committee, due to

Gita Sen's inability to travel, Caren Grown came to India
and spent a few weeks wlth Gita discussing the ‘manuscript.
She raised resources independently. Thug a second aspect
of the Bangalore retreat was to see the progress of the work
done by Gita and Caren, to discuss the newly written

foreword of the DAWN book and flnalise it for publication.

Thus the Bangalore retreat was Kept in mind as something to

be achileved.

CONSTRAINTS

1. During the correspondence between Neuma Agular, the DAWN
apgocliates and Devakl Jain, it emerged that those who
ware coming to Delhi would not be able to afford the

Delhi-Bangalore ticket,
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2. Many cables were exchanged between Rio and Banhgalore and
finally a proposal was made to the Netherlands Embassy,
asking 1f they would be able to fund the extra travel
from Delhl to Bangalore and related expenses of the 3-

day retreat,

Preparatory work was done in Delhi during the World Congresgs
(see enclosed time-table of DAWN participantas while d1in New

Delhi in Annexure 2).

THE PROCESS

The planned meeting - reunion - in Bangalore thus became a
part of a PROCESS - a step in buillding the splrit of a
reunion. It was preceded by meetings in belhl and followed
up again by meetings in Delhl, again tlied up by a8 final
meeting in Bangalore with the new coordinator, Neuma Aguair
with the two principal writers - Caren Grown and Gita Sen-
and Devakil Jain, the initiator. Thus the procesgs timetable

was asg follows:

Meaeting with Neuma Aguailr to

August 17

discuse the draft agenda and the
participants for the Bangalore
Reunion Meeting.

- Few DAWN members who had arrived



August

August

August

August

Augusgt

18

19

20

21

22

at Delhl met at dinner to discuss
their participation in the
Bangalore meeting,

The DAWN members met at breakfast
to continue discussione regarding
participation 4in the Bangalore
meeting.

Meeting with Neuma Aguair to
discuse arrangements for DAWN
reception.

Gathering of the DAWN members at
ISST Delhi to discuss the
rasearch methodology on Women's
movement and crises,

Digcussions with Neuma to decide
on liat of invitees to the DAWN
reception,

DAWN members gathered again to
discuss and finalise the research
methodology.

Dinner hosted for the DAWN
members at Devaki Jain's
residence,

Reception hoated by DAWN & RC-32



August 23

August 24

August 25

Auguegt 26-29

August 30

Zan Tadesse, Noeleen Heyzer and
Devakl Jain left for Bangsalore
and met QGlta Sen and held

digcussilions on the activities of

"DAWN at the World Sociology

Congreseg.

A meeting at ISST Bangalore to
discuss some isgues t¢ be taken
up at the next Steering Committee
of DAWN.

The three DAWN memberé left for
Delhi and met the other DAWN

members at Delhi to report on
their discussions with Gita Sen
at Bangalore,

Meeting on '"Rethinking on Deve-
lopment" organised by UNESCO
The Second Steering Conmmlttee

meeting of DAWN

Caren Grown met with Gita Sen at
Bangalore to revise some sections
of the Book,.

Neuma Aguair read the revised

sections at Bangalore and offered




her comments and suggestions.
August 31 - Neuma Aguair and Caren Grown left

for Rio and New York respeaectively

A detailed note on the time-table of activities and the
sumnary of diescussions held during these meetinges are

enclosged in Annexure 2 and 3.

In summary, they held 2 meetings discuseing independently
the two research programmes and 2 informal meetings, There

was also 2 steering committee meeetings.

Some of the ticklish issues that emerged from thisg meeting

werae asg followe:

1., The Boundary - how far membership i1in the
Committees would have to be of South ~ South
persons? This lssues came up as a result of the
pogition taken by one of the DAWN founder

members, Dr. Marie Angeligue Savane.

2. What kind of procedure would DAWN want in 1its
process of empowering the existing networks of

researchers and sactivists.

, 3. What would be the role of the nodal point in

Rio,



Thus visits to Bangalore were made by 1individuals in
sequence, but each Bangalore meeting was fed back into the
S8teering Committee in Delhi and all the objectives planned

for the Bangalore Reunion were achieved,

ACHIEVEMENTS

The representative of AAWORD, Zen Tedesse and Noleen Heyzer
and Devakl Jain visited Bangalore during the week end August
22-23, 1986. Two meetinge were held reviewing the progress
since Rio on all the issues of agenda, A full fledged
minutes of this meeting was prepared and this was reported
back to the Steering Committee in Delhi on August 30, It
was felt by everyone that the Bangalore meeting had provided
an important cementing process to the ilssue of South-South

and AAWORD's position,

The participation of AAWORD, which had become fragile, wag

brought back as a result of this meeting.

Another aspect that came out for emphasis wae the DAWN's
style and method., It was emphasised that DAWN should remain
extremely low profile and flexible and the style musgt be
built on TRUST. On this @Gita Sen wrote a note to be

circulated to the DAWN initiating Committee (Annexure 4),




A draft prepared by Gita and Caren wazg discussed and

modiflied by the representative group of Asla and Africa.

After the Congress and the Round Table were over, Caren
Grown and Neuma Aguiar visited Bangalore and further
finalised the issBues, doing a full review of all the events
of Delhi and Banhgalore. Neuma alsc made her comments on the
draft and the minutee of her meetings were typed and the

proceedings were sent to her by the Bangalore Secretariat.

Neuma in her report on the Bangalore meeting (dated August
30, Bangalore) says "written notes were provided on the
revised preamble and introduction to the Book, Some of these
polnts are synthesised below:

""The discussions related to the book, referred mostly to a
lack of discussion of a range of development theories. Only
one discussed uses trickle down theory.

I suggested to show the wide range of diverse theories that
thia field now represents with contributions ﬁrom devélop—
ment planning, soclial scology, publie policy ete. .
Poast war development theories ghould include those
originated in the Third World 1like CEPAL -~ ECLA import
substlitution theory. Gita and Caren were referred to the
paper by Ollaidine de Olielina and Tilieresita de Barbiew

pregented in Naelrobl as they elaborate a thorough discussion




of CEPAL's development theonry,

Toplcal pointe were also discussed.

Most important had to do with referring to the structure,
research committee and working groups not as something to be

constituted in the future, but as an exiasting reality."

Caren 1in her report on Bangalore meeting {August 30,
Bangalore) says: "During the period of 26-29 August, Caren
Grown met with Gita Sen in Bangéiore to revise and update
the preamble, introduction, and special acknowledgements
gections of Development, Criges and alternative visilone:
Third World Women's Perspectives. The revised edition will
be publisghed by Monthly Review Press (New York) in October

1986.

Revisione were formulated along two lines : 1) to more fully
elaborate on the gignificance of the DAWN process, 1ts
potential for galvanizing development poliitics and for
unifying the women's movements around a coherent visgion of
development alternatives; and 2) to more clearly situate the
text within the context of the current origis in development
theory and thinking to show how a focus on poor women
allows hew , more relevant frameworks to be developed and
translated into policy action and research. It was alsgo the

intention to point out new possibilities for moving beyond
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current economic dilemmas in both theory and practice. To
adequately complete these revisions, it wae useful to
discuss and syntheeize several of the major theories
emaerging from the DAWN and Women in Society panels at the
World Congrese of Sociologists. A number of background
papers addressed the main elements of DAWN's perspective
viz. , the importénce of understanding +the dimensions of
reaource use and abuse and the related problems of poverty
and inequality; as well as highlieghting how women's roles-
as workers and managsers of humah welfare - sare central to
the ability of households and communities to tackle the
current crisis of survival. It was also beneficial to meet
in Bangalore to review the multiple levele of DAWN's
decentralized process and to indicate future steps. Both the
preamble and introduction will vreflect these discuseions.
After the firvst drafts of the preamble and introduction were
completed, they were given to Neuma Aguailr for comment and
suggestlonsa, Her wuseful 1deas are subsaquently being

incorporated into the final text".

The revised preamble and introduction to the book are given

ag Annexure-5§,

Thue, though the Bangalore reunion had not taken place in

the same method that was planned, namely, that all persons




would meet together for two days in the atmosphere of the
M. A. Singamma Sreenivasan Foundation, the purpose of the
planned meeting has been achieved. It was felt that perhaps
the achievements were more efficient because each meeting
became a proper buslness meeting and aome of thelr
relaxation and wide ranging communication that was planned

got cut off.

Gita Sen became deeply involved and it 1ie hoped that she
would be able to take on responsibilities for DAWN 1in its
next phase. The minutes of each of the meetings, both Delhi

and Bangalore are attached ag anneXures 6 and 7.

2. Another achievement was a reception hosted by DAWN and
RC~32 to which Indians who have been interegted in the women

issue were invited.

It wae ISST's idea to introduce DAWN committee members to
varioug well wishers 1in Delhi. However, after discusgsions
with DAWN members, 1t was declded to share the hogting of

the reception with RC-32.

Hence, the DAWN reception was held at Samrat - hall being
free input of RC-32, ISST sent out dinvitations, and DAWN
(RIO) and ISST shared the cost of food ete. Individuals llke

Sri. Maheshwar Dayal, Secretary, Non-Conventional Energy,



and other such development agency personsg were able to

dialogue with the DAWN Women.

At this Reception, the activities of DAWN was explained by
Neuma Aguair - since its inception upto Delhi. She then
intfoduced the Research, Training, Advocacy, Publications,
Communications and International Relationg Coordinators.
This platform was also used by the participants to make
thelr own announcements. This Reception was very successful
in that those who were desirous of knowing about DAWN had
the opportunity of learning and mnmeeting DAWN members,. A

number of such persons registered as members of DAWN,

INSTRAW and UNESCO organised a Round Table on "Rethinking on
Development', Krishna Patel of INSTRAW offered fo field as
many as the DAWN members as possible to ensure thelr tickets
end expenses for New Delhi. Devaki Jain was asked to present
a formulation on the theme for which she drew heavily on the
digcuesions at the World Sociology Congress and the other
DAWN meetings. She also circulated her paper entitled
"padvances in Feminist Theory" whiech she had presented at the

Congress. This paper ig enclosed as annexure 8,

The National Conference on Women's Studies was held in
Chandigarh between October 1lgt and l4th 1986. Devakl Jain was

invited to present a paper on Alternative Development at



this conference. The paper defines DAWN - its i1deoclogy and
its activities. This presentation helped the participantes in
a better understanding of DAWN and its activities; and also
in enlisting the support of many partieipants for DAWN's

raegsearch programme and networking.
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Ingtitute Univeraitario of Pesquisgasg

Do Rio De Janeiro Rua Da Matriz,
82 Rio de Janelro,

R. J., -~ 22260

Brasil.

Mz Zene Tadesse,

Aggociation of African Women for
Rezearch and Development,

BP 3300 DAKAR,

Senegal.

Ms. Noeleen Heyzer,

The Asian and Pacific Development
Perglarian Duta, Off Julan Duta,
P. 0. Box 12224,

Kuale Lumpur,

Malayaia.

Mzg. Caren Grown,

839, Weat End Avenue,
Apartment 5-C,

NY 100256,

New York.
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Annexure 2

ACTIVITIES AT DELHI:

ISST received a letter from Neuma Agular during
the first week of August (enclosed letter)
informing ISST of her arvrival and requesting ISST
to provide some support facilities.

Jaya Sharma, Regearch Assoclate, IBST, Delhi,was deputed to
facllitate the DAWN meetings at Delhi.

August 6 to ISST prepared a kit contalning a

9, 1986, map from all the major hotels to
I88T, the draft agenda (enclosged)
and some relevant papers-(enclosed).This
kit wae digtributed amongset all the DAWN
members who attended the Worid Sociology
Congregs (enclosed). _

August 11 to vigite to the ISA Travel agent in

14, 1986 Pelhi to make a 1ist of DAWN parti-
cipants attending the congress.

I

14th August Arrival of Neuma Agualr at Delhi
15th August - Meetling with Neuma Agualr at Hotel
Lodhi.

-~ Shashl Rajagopal, IS8T, Bangsalore,
arrived at Delhi, to facillitate the
Deilhi DAWN meetinge and also to co-
ordinate the DAWN Reunion Meeting,
gcheduled to be held at Bangalore.

16th August -~ Visit to the travel agent.
17th Augusgt - Meeting with Neuma Aguair at Lodhi
hotel. Dinner at Lodhi Hotel with
a few DAWN members.
18th August -~ Breakfast at Lodhl Hotel with DAWN members.
- Meeting with Lodhi manager.
19th August -~ Meeting with Neuma Agualr to

digcuse arvrangements for DAWN
Reception.



20th August

2ist August

22nd August

23rd August

1

I

Meeting with Hotel Samrat Manager,

Gathering of DAWN group at ISST to
digeuss Research on Women's move-
ments and crises.

Gathering of DAWN steering
committee at Hotel Samrat.

Gathering of DAWN group at
Claridges to further discussg and
finalige methodology for conduct-
ing research - on Women's
movements and criees.

Dinner heosted by Devakl Jain at
her resgidence for DAWN members

Meeting with Neuma Agualr at Hotel
Lodhi,

DAWN Receiption at Hotel Samrat.

Left for Bangalore.

ACTIVITIES AT BANGALORE

2th August

Meeting with Glita Sen at her
reslidence

Meeting at IS8T, Bangalore.

Departure for Delhi.

ACTIVITIES AT DELHI.

2hth August

26th August

I

Meaeting at Samrat Hotel of DAWN
members.

Meeting on "Rethinking on
Development" was attended by most
DAWN memberdg.

Stearing Committee meeting of DAWN
at Samrat Hotel.

Rethinking on bevelopment



ACTIVITIES AT BANGALORE

28th August

29Th August

30th August

Arrival of Caren Grown 1n
Bangalore.

Meeting with Gita Sen.

Arrival of Devakl Jain and Neuma
Agualr in Bangalore

Caren Grown end Gita Sen met to
rewrite the preamble.

Meeting with Caren Grown, Glta
sSen, Neuma Agualr to dilecuss
revised draft of the preamble and

Neuma and Caren left for Ric and
New York respectively.
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DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVES WITH WOMEN FOR A NEW ERA (DAWN)
c/o

INSTETU?O_QyIVERSJTARIO DE PESQUIBAS DO RTO DE JANEIRO

Rua Paulino Fernandes n? 32 - Rio de Janelro - RJ;

22,270 - Bpazil

f
t ) ‘ _ th
Rio de Janeiro, July 25 1986

Ms, Devaki Jain
Institute of Social Studies Trust
Tharanga, Rajmahal Vilas Extension

Rangalore - 560006

Dear Devaki,

This is Lo thank you very .much for the cooperation you are giving

providing opportunities both to gatherings in Deihi and Bangalore,
. Y . s , th .
T am arriving in Delhl on August 14 Al 4:20 AM and I am staying at

Lodhi Hotel.

[0 . N B . .\ : v ’
T will be attending the Research Council meectings scheduled as cnclosed...
: ' A

Ve need-the following support:’ o e

1. Someone to po bto the 15A travel agenl In Delhi and make a 1list of

DAVWN participants albending the meclting.

5, Send me a Ccopy of the list as [ast as possible or to leave coples
of the liast at my fotel to bDe Gisiributed the first day, or send

them directiy to participants {goe lisl of addresses enclosed).

3, Find voluntecrs Ll could hc]prtransporting DAWN members to

pather at the proposed dates (enetosed),



4. Send a small Delhi map cither to me or straight to participants.

I have sent the enclosed invitations Lo Lhe also enclosed list of
persons.

Will see you soon.

Affectionatelly,

/’/ ///)m J /}L rea U

_Neuma Aguiar




Lisgt of participants:
- Hameeda Hossalin
- Lourdes Arizpe

~ Claire Slatter

C'Lucille Mair

- Caren Grown

1

Noeleen Heyzen

- Zene Tadesse

Carmen Barroso

- Nirmala Banerjee

I

Tsabel Larguia

Neuma Aguiar



DEVELOPMENT ALTERHATIVRES Wil WUMFN FOR A NEW FRA (DAWN)
/o _

INSTITUTO UNTVERSTTARTO BE PESQUISAS DO RIO DE JANETRO

'Ruépbaulino Fernandes n? 32 - Rio de Janeiro - RJ,

22.270 - Brawi?

. ’ o . ] _th

/ ' Kro de Janciro, July 257, 1986
Ms, Devaki Jain
Institute of Social Studies Trust
Tharanga, Rajmahal Vilas Extension
Bangalore - 560006
Dear Devalki ,
This is an invitation for vou Lo join the Sceering Committce

3 J : £

meeting in New Delhi, India. rt wiil be held-al the rsse, g
am enclosing a {eifbative apgoendn,
Please observe 0 Festwian b Lo s T tems vou Lhvink Lhval should be

covered., T am ot fERKing you Lo preseont a small report on your

activities sz = International Relations coordinator.

I will be staying ot Lodh Hoes ol Lacla Lajpatrai Raj Marg 11003,

. . Ll .

T oam arrivy TR there on Anponsl, )4 , Phiphi A 24949, al 4:20 AM,

Podon't know how oo cienlby e holtelawill Lale messapes and |
. N . . . . L oobh

SUgpest we gaihicr ol the e BessLon In August, 18 at the

Tad Palace Hotel. (Lonrdes A i Presenlalion),

Please inform Devaki Joaing, TS5 Delhi Lelox number, it you can

Join the smal: Advisory Commi: Leo gathering she ig holding with

v



Gita Sen from August 28 to 29 in Bangalore. She will supply round
Lrip tickets plus room and bLoard.

Sincerely, . ‘
- r'
i;;{‘ /ﬁ;)
Z, . T s (O
im0 g L
Neuma Aguiar

General Coordinator

CC. ! Hameeda Hossain
Lourdes Ariuzpe _ L
Claire Slatter

Lucille Mair




AGENDA SUGGESTION FOR

STEERTNG COMIIPURE Wil TNG

- _ IN_NEW DELHI
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The members of DAWN who attended the World Soclology

Congress at Delhl ware the following:

Neuma Aguair, Zen Tadesse, Noeleen Heyzer, Carmen Barosso,
Caren Grown, Lucille Mair, Lourdes Arizpe, Hameeda Hossaln,

Geertje Lykllama, Nirmala Bannerjee and Devaki Jain.

The kit prepared by ISST, contained the following:!
1. Map from all major hotels to ISST:

2, Draft Agenda prepared by Neuma;

3. Advances in Feminilst Theory - an Indian Perspective,

by Devaki Jain. {(See Annexure 8)

i, Alternative Development for Women - by pevaki Jaln.

(8Bee Annexurs 10)

5. The culture of the poor :t 18 equitable development

possible? by Devaki Jailn (See Annexure 11)
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Annexure - 3

NOTES OF MEETINGS

Vigite to the ISA +travel agent in
Delhi to make a liet of DAWN
rarticipants attending the Congress,.
These vigite were futile gince the
travel agent elther did not have the
information,or had wrong informetion.

Devaki Jain and Jaya Sharma met Neuma
Aguair to discuss the content and
modalities of the DAWN meetings at
Delhi.

Meaeting with Neums Aguair at Hotel
Lodhl. Shashi Rajagopal and Jaya
Sharma met wilth Neuma Aguair to
discues tha "Bangalore Reunion
Meeting. The digcussion centred
around the possible number of DAWN
members who would bea going to
Bangalore, Shashl had taken the draft
agenda and this was algo discussed
with Neuma. It was agreed at +this
meeting that Shashi and Jaya should
meet the other DAWN members who were
arriving on 17th evening to finalise
the 1iast of Bangalorea meeting
participants.

Dinner at Lodhi Hotel - Carman
Borosso, Lourdes Arizpe, Caren Growh,
Noeleen Heyzer, Neuma Aguair, Jaya
and Shashl were presgent at the
dinner. However, some non-DAWN
members like Deniz Kandiotti,
Pregident, RC-32; Serim Timor,

Women's Programme Officer, UNESCO;
Krishna Patel, INSTRAW, and some
other members also Joined the DAWN
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group FfFor dinner. Therefore detalls
regarding Bangalore DAWN meeting
could not be discussed. It was
decided that the DAWN core group
would meet next morning at break-rfast
to discuse the detaills.

Break-fast at Lodhi Hotel - The DAWN

members who were pregent at the
dinner on the previcus nilght were
also present at the breakfast

meeting. Lucille Mair and Devaki Jain
also joined the group. Lourdes and
Lucille gsald they o¢ould not go to
Bangalore, Carman sald ghe would go
to Bangalore if she could get the
ticket for an alternate date, Hameeda

could not also go due to prior
commlitments. Noeleen, Neuma, Zen and
Cargn were preparead to g0 to

Bangalore. 1t was agreed that over
the next couple of daye people would
confirm theilr partiecipation in +the
Bangalore meeting.

Meeting with Lodhi'sg Manager -~ Shashi
and Jaya met the Manager to check if
their lounge or conference room could
be used to host the DAWN discussions,.
Most of the DAWN members were at
Lodhi, IS8T, where DAWN meetings were
to be held was away from Lodhi Hotel
and DAWN members did not have any
transport arrangement, Therefore, it
wag felt that it would be convenient
to host the meeting at Lodhi.
However, rooms were not avallable for
uge by DAWN groups.

Meeting with Neuma Aguair -~ Shaehi
and Jaya met her to discuss the
arrahgements that were to be made for
the reception to be used by DAWN.
Shashi and Jaya had also tried to get
the Lodhl Hotel prepises to host the

reception since this wag hot
avallable, alternate arrangements
have to be made. It was agreed at

thig meeting Neuma Aguair would speak
to the participants of the Socileology
Aggoclatlion to  allow us use the
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good occagion for a DAWN Reunion.
The DAWN reception was hosted on the
22nd evening a8t the Hunt Room of
Hotel Samrat. Participants in¢luded
DAWN members, members of RC-32 and
some other activists, At this
raeceptlion Neuma Aguailr introduced the
Research, Training, Advocacy,
Publications, Communications and

International Relations Coordinatora.
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August 24

August 25

August 26-29

August 30

August 31

number of diegausgione with hep
regarding activities of DAWN at the

Sociology Congress.

The above mentloned group met at
iss8T, Gita Sen also attended the
meeting. A summary of the dlscussilons
held at this meeting 18 enclosed as
Annexure U,

Devaki Jain, Ncoceleen Heyzer and Zen
Tadegse left for Delhi.

The above mentlioned members met the
other DAWN members at Hotel Samrat,.
Zen and Noeleen reported the
Bangalore dilscussions,

Meeting on "Rethinking on Develop-
ment', This meeting was attend by
moat of DAWN members.

The Second Steering Committee Meeting
of DAWN members was held at Hotel
Samrat. Discussions held at thie
meeting have been incorporated into
the main report.

Caren Grown met with Gita Sen fto
revise and update the preamble,
intoduction and special
acknowledgements section of the book
entitled '"Development Crises and
Alternative Visions: Third World
women's Perspectivea'.

Neuma Aguair read the first draft of
the revised preamble and introduction
for her comment and suggestions. Her
useful i1deas were subsequently
incorporated inte the final text,

Neuma Agualr and Caren Grown left for
Rio and New York respectively via
Delhl and Bombay.
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ANNEXURE - 4

POINTS DISCUSSED ON AUGUST 24, AT MASSF, BANGALORE

BOOK -~ Monthly Review Press gilves H10-50% tauthors!
digcount. We can use thilsg to get any number of
coples.Caren will send a note to Neuma/Lourdes
regarding the exact mechanism to be followed when
this has been worked out.The book should Dbe out
arvound November and the dilscounted price will be

around US & 3,50,

PARTICIPATION BY ORGANIZATIONS

Any organization whieh shares DAWN's alms and general
pergpective 1g welcome to participate in DAWN activities.

DAWN's FUNCTIONING

DAWN's effectiveness depends on trust and openness,. The
Advisory/Founding Committee had thilg strength. Gita's
sange lg to petain it etrongly in an advigory capaclty
atleasgt for the next two years, gince the gteering
Committee is too gemall, Devaki's ldea is to expand the
Steering Committee,

There should be no honoraria for researchers—-thig will
cut out "bounty hunting!.

NORTH PARTICIPATION

All formal positions should be held by South Women.

If WORKING GROUPS are to be formal, the above holds for
them ag well., 00— —=—= .

Encourage individuals and grassroot groups 1in both South
and North to use and develop DAWN pergpectives within
thelr own context, while keeping Secretariat inofrmed.
All materials and information will be shsared with
individuals and institutlons.



Annexure 5

Preamble

This book constitutes the filrst gtage of a program of
sctivities undertaken by a network of asctivisgts, researchers,
and policy makere who are commltted to ‘developing alter-
native frameworks sand methods to attain the goals of
ceonomice and social justice, peace, and development free of

a2ll formsg of oppression by gender, class, race, and
nation, Most participants draw thelr experiences from
sction and research within the women's movements of the past
ten years: vet we intend this effort to be inciugive of

all those who share i1in our Dbroad visions for society.

The project, Development Alternatives with women for a New
Era (DAWN), has grown from small seeds planted in Bangalore,
India in August 1984.At that time, a nucleus of committed
women from a number of different countriez came together to
share thelr experiences with development gtrategles,
policies, theorles, and research, They questioned the impact
of development on poor people, egpecially women, particula-
riy in light of the global economic and politiecsl crises,
and voiced a sense of urgency raegarding the need to
advocate alternative development processeas that would
glve principal emphasgis to the basic survival needs of the
majority of the worid's people,. The group recoghlzed the
commohality and power of ¢lobal economic and political
procegges that set the context for diverse nhational and
regional experlences, and {that) often constrain the
pogsibilities for alternative strategies sand sactions, The
experiences of many of the DAWHN founders with grassroots
initiativea at the community level strengthened their
resolve to gseek to comprehend such actions within a Dbroader
perspective, to link, as it were, the micro-level activities
to a macro-level perspective, The group also affirmed that
it ig the experiences lived by poor womneh throughout the
Third World in their struggles to ensure the basice survival
of their fsmilies and themselves that provide the c¢learest
l1ens for an understanding of development processes. And it
18 their aspirations and atruggleg for a future free of the
multiple oppregsions of gender, classg, race, and nation that
can form the baslig for the new visgiona and strategiles that
the world now needs.

A Y"platform'" document that would, at one and the same time,
artieculste such a perspective and alse sgerve to csrry
forward the debate on alternative development strategies was
geen by the group as an important beginning, It must be
emphasized that mueh of the in-depth regearch and analysis



that will deepen our undersitasnding of development from the

vantage point of poor Third World women gtill needs to be

done. This book repregents, therefore, but & gtep in a
longer search for new approacheg to development. We Knhow

that the tentativeness of the digcusgsion and suggestions put

forth in the final chapter reflectg the unfinished character

of the collective search for alternatives. What 1s presented

here is not a finlizhed blueprint, but a stage 1in & wmuch

longer process.

Thig book wag written through extensive debate and discus-
slion with resesarchers, sctivities, and peliey makers in the

yeapr prior to the third United Nations conference marking

the Unlited Nations Decade for the Advancement of women.

We consciously attempted to adopt an  open and flexible

procegs throughout. Thig has proven to be a pragmatic and

fruitful way of drawing upon varled experiences,

germinating new possibllities, and effectively advocating
common perspec-tives and aims. The group's emphasis on
the 1importance of the procegs arises from its recognition

that the nature of one's visgion of a baetter soclety
iz itzelf powerfully influenced by the methods adopted

to achlieve 1t, If we ourselves cah evolve hew working
gatyles, new forms of cooperative organization and

practices, then thilsg in itzelf contributes to the sgearch
for genulne alternativez. To build a social order that is

jugt, eqguitable,  and life-affivrming for all people our
methods must correspondingly be open and regpectful of

differencesg, and must try to Dbresak down hierarchies,

rower, and distrust,.

The groups wished particularly to open the process to the
oppressed women of the Third World, The fsct that the DAWRN
projeact az a whole wag initiated in the Third World and
continues to be rooted thevre haz stirengthened i1tas appeal to
many and encouraged thelr participation. At the game time,

the process hitherto hae salso drawn on the energy. gpirit
and resgources of commltted individuals and sympathetic
institutions within the more industrialized countries, It

haz also attrescted the interest of coppressed and poor women
there, who see in DAWN'e sanalysis and ailme an affirmation of
thelr own experiences and vigions of a better life.

Many individusls anhd groups have thervefore given unstin-

tingly of their time, experiences, knowledge, and oreati-
vity. They nurtured this document ag a single collective
effort. Often, to the zurprise of thosge involved in its

evolution, women and men of differing ideclogiles but similar
commitments to the goals of economic and social trangforma-



tion have been able to find within DAWN common understand-
ings about the broad issues of development and the mesanings
of feminiszm. We wish to stress that the collective procesgs

which produced this book and ongoing DAWN activities
reflects the true ethos and potential of the women's
movement - an ethos that respects diversity, breakks down
hierarcehies and competition, and fosteps gsharing the
reciprocity.

The process of outreach and engagement has taken different
Forms. Conferences and sgeminars were held in various
countries to allow as many views and experiences pogsible to
be debated and incorporated into the document, At its first
meeting, the founding “eroup had also planned a related
geries of activities for the U. N. - gpongsored NGO Forum,
held in Nairobi Kenya i1in July 1985, DAWN's panelg and
workshops - on the effects of growth - oriented development,
the economic, political, and cultural crises, and alterna-
tive visions and methods for women's movements - provided a
Forum for continued debate, disgcussion, and elaboration of
these issues, Additional sctivities on women and the media

and dialoguesg on various agpects of feminism and on
socisliszsm were held to widen the participation and inter-
acotion among women at the Forum. Drama, audio-visguals, and

zongs enlivened the discussions and further drew out the
1inks between gsuch macrolevel phenomena ag the global debt

erisis and women'ts lives, But the forum's conclusion, over
2,000 women had subsepribed to DAWN'g vision and goals.
Subseguently, Key regearch and training institutes,

international agencieg, and development organizations have
inecorporated this book into their curriculs and field work,
and women's organizations have attempted to rework and adapt
it for use at the grassroots level.

To consider the project's future, the DAWN founders met
again in Brazil in Februsry, 1986 to s=et up & sitructure
which would s=upport the group's ongoing activlities and
broaden participation with the same free {low of ideasg and
action. Creating a structure while retaining the flexibility
of the process proved to be no cagy task, The group
selected A geven - member steering committee, congigting of
a genaral coordinator and convenors of working groups in the
areas of regearach, publications, advocaay, training,
international relations and communications. The original
membersg will pretain theilr adviesory role ag the Founding
Committee, It was decided that DAWN is not, at present, a



membership organization, but is continuing 1ts sectivities
through processes gimilar to thoge used thus fapr, Working
groups are interregional and degigned to carry out multiple
taskag, The steering committee and convenors of working
groups are drawn from Third World countrieg, While the
primary focus of DAWN's activities remains the Third World,
we hope that individuals snd graggroots groups in the North
can use and develop DAWN'g perspectives within their own
contexts and share theip insights to wateh the DAWN processg.

The Institute of Social Studies Trust (IsSgST), & non-profit
research and advocacy organization baged in New Delhi,
Indis, initiated the projecet and housed the DAWN Beacpretariat
until 1986, when it relocated to the Instituto Universitario
de Pesquisgsas do Rie de Janeiro (IUPERJ), a Brazilian
graduste school and soeial science resesrch institute,
Ingtitutions whieh lent support during the first stage of
the project are the Women and Development Unit of the
University of the Wegt Indies (WAND), the Assgoeciation of
African Women for Research and Development (AAWORD), sand the
Christian Michelsen Institute (CMI)., The Asian and Pacific
Development Center (APDC), the Pacific and Agian Women's
Forum (PAWF), the Aszian Women's Regeasrch and Aetion Network
(AWRAN), the IUPERJ, the El Colegio de Mexico participsated
enthueiagstiecally. The following groups and inatitutions
encouragead the nurturance and development of DAWN'g
setivities: The Inctitute of Training and Research for the
Advancement of Women (&tanto Pomingo), the Indian Counciil of
Social Science Regesrch, the International Couneil for
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, the Indian
Agsoclation of Women's Studies, Economisgta Intervested in
Women's Isgsues Group {India), the Centre for Wonien 'z
Development Studiles (New Delhi), the Internsational Inter-
national Women's Tribune Centre (New York), IBI8 Intepr-
national (Rome and Santiago), the International Center for
Research on Women (Washington, b. C. Y, The Mediterranean
Women's Studies Institute {Athens), the Carlos Chagas
Foundation (Sao Paule), Centro de la mujer Peruana Flora
Tristan (Lima), the Cuban Women's Federation (Havana), the
Brazilisan Women's Rights Council (Sao Paulo), the Arab
Women'ts Studies Association - (Lebanon), Women and
bevelopment Consultancy Services, Ltd. {Nairobi), the
Institute for Social Studies (the Hague), and Kali for
Women (New Delhi),

Funding for the first phase of DAWN'e activities was provi-
ded by the Ford Foundation, the Norwegian Agency for Inter-
national Development (NORAD), the Swedizh Agency for Resgesarch
Cooperation with Developing Countries (SAREQ), the Finniszh
International Development Agency (FINIDA),and the NGO Feorunm




Secretariat. The Population Counecil supplied office sgpace
and support services during the writing of this book.

Ypecial thanke are also due to those who made invaluable
individual contributions to DAWN's first three . Advisory
Committee meetings. There are many other organlizations and
individuals who believe in the sims of this project and who
have come to view it as theilr own. They are so numerous that
it iz not possible to acknowledge them except iIn this
collective menner. Their generous commitments of time and
enevrgy will continue to sustain this process and help to
realize the visions set forth in this book,



INTRODUCTION

The major issues of development, soclal and economic crisis,
the subordination of women, and femlinisum may appear to some
ag too wlde-ranging and disparate to be understood within
one cohevent and unified framework., Yet, these tesues are
more closgely related than scademilce and ingtitutional
disecussione would suggest, In this book we begin to clarify
for ourselves the nature of these pelationships and to
explore thelr meanings for those involved 1in policy and
practical action. We hepe this analytic base can serve as a
catalysat for further discussion, policy change, and
experimentation aimed at fundamental improvement iIin the
atatus of women, and hence, their Ffamilies, communities, and
gocletiles,

our kKnowledge of women's experiences with the development
procegs - as researchevrs, activists, and poliecy makers - has
brought ug to a range of common understandings despite
different starting points., The United Nations bDecade for the
Advancement of Women (1975 - 1985) made many of thege
experiences possible, prodding virtually every development
body -~ United Nations Agencies, national governments, and
private orgenizations - to develop projects and programs
which would improve the economie and social pogition of
women. The implicit assumption behlnd many of these programs
wag that women's wmain problem 1in  the Third World was
insufficient participstion 1in an otherwise benevolent
procesgs of growth and development. Increasing women'sg
participation and improving their shares in resources, lend,
employment, snd income relative to men were geen as both
necessary end sufficient to effect dramatic Iimprovements in
thelr living conditlons.

A eritical examination of the itarge volume of empirical
evidence amagcged throughout the Decade, as well as  our own
experienceg ag researchers and activiste, now lead usg to
challenge these agsumpitlions., Rather than improving, thesge
gtudieg show that the socio-economice status of the great
majority of Third World Women hsass worsened congliderable
throughout the Decade. With few exceptions, women's relative

accegs to economice resources, incomes and employvment hasg
worgened, their burdens of work have inereaged, and their
relative and even absolute health, nutritional and educat-

ional status has declined, The limited succegs of the



integrationigt approach ig due in part to the difficulties
of overcaoming traditional cultural attitudes and prejudices
regarding women's participation in economic and social life.
However, an equally important but mogtly overlooked factor
is the nature of the development process 1into which women
were to be integrated.

In Chapter One, we will examine In greater depth why and how

strateglies desighed to achieve overall economle growth and

ITnereage agricultural and industrisl productivity have

proven to be inimical to women., We sargue thsat Ffundamental

conflicts have arisen between women's economic well-being

and wider development plansg and procaegses, Such conflicts

oeccuyp both because gender relations oppress wWomen and

baecauge many long-term economic processges have been harmful-—-
or at best indifferent-— to the interesgts and needs of poor

people in general. We will show in greater detsll how the

emphasgis on private property and commercialization hag often

reduced women's accegs to resources, and how the marginsli-
zation of basiec needs from the dominant production struct-
ures has downgraded their own role o8 the predominent

fulfilllers of those needs.

During the past decade, a series of iInteriinked crises of
massive and growing improverishment, food insecurity and non-
availability, financial and wmonetary disarray, environmental
degradation and growing demogrsphic pregsure have worsgened
the problem. The mejorlty of the world's population finds it
inereasgingly difficult to Fulfill even their basic require-
menteg of life and to survive from one day to the next.
Rather than channeling savallable regources into programs
aimed at elimineting poverty and the burden of gender and
other forms of subordination, nations snd the international
polity hve tended to react to thesge precgures through
increased militarizetion, domestic repression and Fforeign
aggression. There is a growling gensge of hopelessness, even
lack of concern, about the Third World's poor in donor and
agency clreles. Thisg i1g compounded by the shift to bilate-
ralism in aid and losns and cutbacks 1in contributions to

multilateral insgtitutions by some of  the richest, most
powerful, and most militaristic natlions. As a result, Third
World nationg are inereagingly Tbheing forced to rely on
internal regource mobilization to make up for gsharp

reductions in the availability of external regourceas,



These problems in the world economy now pregent serious
difficulities for the body of economic development theory.
Development models as such took birth during the recongt-

ruction effortsa of South and Southeastern Europe in
the aftermath of the Second World Wan, They gained congl -
derable richness as they were elaborated during the

following decades to provide analytical fremeworks for fthe
efforts made by the newly independent states of the Third
Worid fto hasten the pace of economle growth, to builld social
infrastructure, and to improve the living standards of theilr
people. In each vegilon, ilmportant schools of thought have
now developed models appropriate to the gpecific conditions
of Third World economies and cultures, It would take us oo
far afield to digecuss the debates and changes in analytical
faghions that development analysis hasg undergone. Tnsofar
as the impact of development processgesg on the well-being of
the broad mass of people is concerned, the 1970's wilinessed
o general shift in development theory from the eariier
bellef that rapid economic growth would automatically
Heptakie down'" 1In  the form of improved living standards
to the poorer sections of the population. {(0Of course, not
all development models had been premiged onh such a2 belief;
we are referring here to the mainstream of Anglo-American
theory.) In the face of considerable evidence thateconomic
growth doesz not "triekle down'" in the manner expected, inter-
national development agencies came to saccept the need to
provide directly for the basic needs of the majority of
Third World people. But, even as this strategic undergstand-
ing began to take hold, the conomic uncertainties, upheavals

and inflationary recesszlion of the past decade begsan to
shake the foundations of evelopment analysis and macro-
economic theory in general., Agencies like the World Bank
have regpondead by de~emphagizing basic nheeds and
espousging models of gtructural adjustment.

As Chapiter Two will  explain, the implementation has had
devastating effects on poor people in the Third World. We

do no propose in thisg book a full-blown alternative anaslytic
model to structural adjustment. But we do wish to argue
that, by starting from the perspecitive of poor Third World
womehn, gome mueh needed reorientation c¢sn be glven to
development analysis. This perspective emphasizes critical
dimensiong of resource use and abuse —-- a central lssue for
all economilce theory. It focussgses attentlion once again on the
related problems of poverty and inequality, and forces
recognition of forgotten sections of the population who are
usually relegated to the status of zecohnd class cltizens,
Perhaps mosgst impoprtantly, it points out how the empowerment
of women can provide new possiblities for moving beyond
current economice dilemmas,



Ag we will show in Chapter Three, women's contributions - as
workers and as managerg of human welfare - are cantral to
the abillity of households, communities, and nationg to
tackle the current crisis of survival., Even as resources to
strengthen poor women's economice opportunities are shrink-
ing, women have already begun to mobilize themgelves,
both individually and cellectively, 1in crestive ways, It 1is
only by reinforcecing sand building upon fthelr efforts in
such vital sectors as food production, commerce, and trade
that the needed long-term trangpormation to more sal f-
reliant national development strategiez c¢csh be achieved,
Thuz, while the poor and middle income earners may face
serious and immediste hardships, the solutions developed

to addregg these crises may lead to polleiles that are
more geapred to meeting people's survivsl and subsistence
needs,

Ag part of this process of empowernent, we heed fto reaffirm
and clarilify our understanding of feminizm, Over the past
twenty vears the women's movement hag debated the links
between the eradication of gender subordinstion asnd other
forms of =sociald and economic oppression based on nation,
clasgs, or ethniclty. The time has come to articulate the
pogition that feminism cannot be monolithice din its dssues,
gosls, and strategies, since it constituteas the political
expressgion of the concerns and intereasts of women from
different reglong, classges, nationalities, and ethnice
backgrounds, While gender subordination has universal
elements, feminism cannot be baged on & rigld c¢oncept of
universality that negates the wide wvariation in women's
experience, There 15 and mugt be a diversity of feminismsg,
responsive to the different needs and concerns of different

wonen, and defined by them for themselves, Thig diversity
buildg onh a common opposgsition to gender oppression  and
hiervarchy which, however, is only the firet astep in

articulating and acting upon a political agenda,.

Thizs heterogeneity both gives feminiam itg dynamism and
maekesg it the most potentlially powerful challenge to the
statusquo. It allows the struggle agailnst subordination to
be waged in all arenass—- from relations in the home to
relations between nations-- and 1t inveolves substantial
change in clultural, economic, and political formations.

For many women in the world, problems of nationslity. class
and race are inextricably linked to thelr specific oppres-
sion ag women. Their definition of femiinism to inelude
the struggle sagainst all forms of oppresgssion 1is both
legitimate and necessary. In many instances gender
equality must be accompanied by changes an these other



fronts, But at the gcame time, the struggle sgainst gender
subordination cannot bhe compromised in the gtruggle
against otherp fforms of oppression, or be relegsated o a
future when they may be wiped out.

Many Third World women asre acutely conscious of the need for
thig c¢larification and sgelf-affirmation. Throughout the
Decade they have faced sccusations from two sides: from
thoge who dismisgs them as not being truly "feminist" because
aof their unwillingness to separate the gtrugpgle agsinst
gender subordination from that against other oppregsions and
from those who ascouse them of dividing eclass or national
gtpruggles and sometimes, of uncritically following women's
liberation movements from outside, This is why we strongly
affirm that feminlsm striveg for the brosdegt and deepest
development of gsociety and human belngs free of all syastems
of demination. Such a global vision has been articulated
before, particularly st strategy sessiong 1n Bangkok in 1979
and Stony Polnt, New York in 1980. Thisg book builds on those
earlier initiatives, sharpens our analysis, and strengthens
our attempte at change. While we vefer to thig as a "Third
World" persaspective, 1t includes all those who share 1In our
vision, whether from the South countries, from oppregsed and
digssasdvantaged groups within the North, or all others who are
commlitted to working toward its fulfiliment.

In thisg context, we believe thsat it is from the perspective

of the mogt oppressed -- 1. e. woien who suffer on acoount
of clasge, race, and nationslity -- that we coan most cleariy
grasp the nature of the linkse in the chain of oppression and
explore the kinds of sctlion we must now take. Such 8
perspective implies that a development process that shrinks
and poisong the ple available to poor people, and then

lesves women sgorambling for a larger rvelative share, ig not
in women'as interest. We reject the belief that 1t is
pozeible to obitain susgtalnable iwprovements in women's
cconomic and soecial posgition under conditicons of growing
relative inequality, 1f not absclute poverty, for both women
and men. Equality for women 1s 1mpossible within the
exlegting economie, political, and c<ultural process that
reserve resources, power and control for small gections of
people. But neither is development posgible without greater
equity for snd participation by women.

our vigion of feminism hag at its very core a bprocess of
eoconomic and sgoeclal development geared to human needs
through wider control over and accezgsg to economic and



political power. The substance of thig book evolved out of
the experience of women who have attempted in practical and
analytical ways to come to grips with the implications of
such a vision. Our initial plsan was hot to expand or present

new data or regearch results, but rather to place the
diverse body of micro-level case studies, projects and
organizing attempts 1in a wider and more unified context, We

hope thereby, through the collective process that this book
represgents, to move towards a Fframework that can reknit the
fabric of development theory and action by drawing together
the strands of improved living standards, soclally respon-—
gible management and use of resources, elimination of gender
subordination and goclioeconomice ineauality, and the
organlizsetional regtructuring that cesn bring +these about.

Chapter One examines how women's experiences with economic

growth, commercialization and market expansion are
determined by both clags and gendenr, tracing thege
expariences through colonisl and pogt-colonisl times. In
Chapter Two, we link the pasgt history of development
policies and strategiesg to the current ayvstemie criges- in
the production and distrvibution of food, water and fuel
availability, international debt, militarization, and

a growing conservatism opposed to women's changing roles,
Thisg chapter alsc establishes the importance of women's
potential for mitigating the effects of thegse covrises through
their role 1in ensuring the reproduction of their families
and communities., In writing thig chapter, 1t became apparent
that & dearth of materisl exisgts which i1lluminates the
specific gectoral aeffects of the food, energy, and debt
eriges and which examines theilr interlinkages. Only recently
are effforts underway to c¢ollect evidence, document the
impact by class and gender, and analyze the results within a
global framework. Research 1in thils ares constitutes a
central focus of DAWN's ongolng activities,

Finally, Chapter Three seekg to broaden the dialogue on the

strategies and methods women need to move usg beyond the
erises to a soeclety 1in which women and wmen participate
equally with Justice and dignity. As we noted esavrlienr, the

digcussion in thisg chapter ig dguite tentative and Iin need
of further elaboration through continuous discussion within
the wonen's movement. Thisg chapter suggests gome of the long
and short-term policy changes and gtrategies consonant with
a feminigt vigion of a hetter society. Because women'sz
orgenizations are central to these strategies, the cheapter
also evaluates the gtrengths and weaKkhesses of differaent




t¥vpes of orgenizations snd hypothesilizesz the changez needed
to make them more effective in shaping and presgsuring for a
hew policy agends,

Oour main audience for thies book ig women. Indeed, the
actions undertaken by women individually and through
organizations have been the most exclting and potentially
most promiging events of the last decade. Women have come
together in organizations, networks and movements. They have
tackled problems of income and employment, and altered the
ways in which socilety, governments, international institu-
tions, men and they themselves evaluate women's work, They
have struggled to Dring the issues of basic human supvival
and the right to live in dignity to the forefront of public
congcilousness, to organize against military repression and
mititarization, and to mobilize thelr energies in a hogt of
other waysg. Women, therefore, have been the catalysis behind
many of the sctionsg of governmnents, agencies, and others
during the last ten yeare.

It 1g importeant for us in the women's movement to understand
and acknowledge our own achievements sand strengths, In 1986,
the ideological climate and mood are gloomler regarding the
progpects for peace and genulne human and economic develop-~
ment than they were at the beginning of the seventieg., It is
eagy to be discouraged about the concrete improvements 1in
women's economie and gocial position. They appear to have
beenh as meagre as the resources that agencles and gLoOVern-
ments have actually directed to women. But let ue look at
our experiences in another way. We Know now from our OowWn
regearch that the subordination of women hag a long histopy
and 1s deeply ingrained in economic, political snd cultursil
procegsges. What we have managed to do in the last few years
g to forge grassrootg women's movements and worldwide
networks ag never exilsted before, to transform that
gubordination and in the process o bresk down other
oppregagive gtructures as well. Women Know all too well how
hard they have had to struggle in their families, rolitical
organizations, and communities to achieve the pergonal
autonomy that fuels and builids upon wider gsocioeconomie
change. Initlally equipped with little knowledge, training

and preparation to c¢hallenge the full socisl, economic and
paychologlical weight of gender oppregsions (intertwined as
it 18 with class, national and ethnic gubordination), we

have acquired sgkills, gelf-confidence, and the capacity +to
organize for change,

While 1t 1ig prinecipally to such a procesgs of ongoing sgself-
enmpowerment of women that thisz document is dedicated, many
of the 1sgsues, the analygig and the gtrategies propoged




herein are addressgsed to governments and agenciles a8 well.
But we have learhed from our experiences of the past decade
that the political will for gerioug action by those in power
is contingent on women orgsnizing to demand and promote
change. We therefore need to assert our claim in shaping the
major s=ocial and economic isgsues facing our times. In order

to elarify the role which we can play 1in coming years, the
guccegses, fallures and potentisl of our organizations must
be assessed., We do +thils with +the recognition that few
contemporary soclial movements have the mass potential, the

freshnegs of visgion, the courage to experiment with new
methods for action agnd the regpect for diversity snd
challenge of the women's movement. It ig time for us to
sszert this with clarity, rigor and passion,



Footnoteg

1. See Development Dialogue (1982) entitled "Another
bPavelopment with Women'" for the proceedings of s aymposium
devoted to thig theme, Jain, D. (1983), and Beneris and Sen
{(1981).

2. For zimilar perspectives on feminism, see the AAWORD
Newsgletter, Feminism 1in Africa, Vol. IIAIXI 1985, published
by the Agsgoclation of African Women for Researceh and
Development and Bringing the Global Home, Feminiesm in the
'80g ~ Book III by Charlottee Bunch.

3. We use the term "“"Third World" as a positive, self-
affirmation based on our sgstruggles against the multiple
oppregsions of nation, gender, class and ethnicity.’

4{(a). See the "Report of the International Workshop on
Feminist Ideology and Structures in the First Half of the
Decade for Women, Bangkok, Thailand, June 1979 and "Report
of the Internstional Feminist Workshop!" held st Stony Point,
New York, April 1980.

i, " Same sg f. n., 4 in book.



ANNEXURE - §&

DAWN MEETING - RESEARCH ON CRISES AND WOMEN'S
MOVEMENTS-AUGUST 20 AT ISST

Noeleen began by presenting to the group two alternative
paths of organizing research on the two themes of crisesg and
women's movements, One option was to have two seperate
research programms with strong structural interlinkages.
Alternatively, both themes could be brought together asg one
regearch project (necessitating 3 instead of 6 regional co-
ordinators)-women's movement could provide the broad
framework within which the focus would be on the food and
debt orises. She saw advantages and disadvantages in both
strategles, As far ag the latter option of a combined
project was concerned the primary digadvantage stemmed from
the aprea of women's movements, incorporation of important

isgues other than the food and debt crises. The advantage,
however, would be that the research would be more focusgsed,
enabling concrete recommendations to emerge. As for the

other option of organizing seperately around the two themes,
this would aliow a wide coverage of the area of women's
movements, incorporating cultural and political aspects.
There wasg, however, the danger of diffusion unless interlink-
ages were established at the planning stage,.

She then touched upon imssues of women's movements that
needed to be covered. The motivating forces behind the
upsurge in the last 10 years, the analysisg of what lggsues
were being dealt with by these movements {(whether they
focussed on patriarchal hierarchies or dealt with structures
and proceases within development), the developments in
gtrategies employved and the means to sustain the achlievement-
go far being some of these issues. There was the need to
understand why divisions have emerged despite the common
vigion and the effort to bulld solidarity and what the
golutions were to repalr thilis fragmentation.

Devaki's response to the issue of whether the research
projects should remaln seperate or be combined favoured the
latter., She felt that thisg strategy would provide a good
foous for the research, Since women's groups tend to be more
coneerned wlith issues of gender than with thosge of food and
a fooug. There wag a need to railse the consciousness of
women's movements to macro-lissues, The implications of
women'sg movements to macro-issues. The implilcations of



women's movements to macro-issues. The implications of
thelr micero-actiong should be understood both by individual
actorse such a8 the poor, rural women and regearhcers., Nuema
emphaslized the need for an undergtanding of the crisges in
ordey that a framework be provided to the groups, Cheyova
alao felt that 1t was crueciasl to have a eclear piecture of the
social and economic cerises and therefore argued for the two
themesg to be deslt with seperately. Bina also argued for
such a seperation, She felt that the theme of women's
movements was too wide for such merger. Although the food
and fuel crieses were at the core, other issues such as
violence <¢ould not be incorporated i1f the two themes were
combined, Danielle alsoc felt that two seperate research
projects should be maintained. She argued that women's
movementsg and visions included important miero issues othep
than the macro onee related to the erises, Alsgo, given the
importance of polley changes and role that women's organizat-
ione have played in that area, she felt that the theme of
women'a movements was too 1mportant, in and of itself, to be
merged with the other. In resgponge to thlisz debate Cavmen
suggested that the issues for investigation lnclude linkages
between crises and women'sg movements.

In responsge to Danlelle's questionsg, it was clarified that
DAWN'2 role would be to draw together research whioch was
being done in the arecas chosen, performing a South-Socuth,
synthesgizing role. Ag for the form that the outplut would
take, this was anh ilssue which was open for discussion,
Noeleen strongly felt that the result should go beyond
forums and books but since thias was a meetlng to discuss
research, those lgsgues could be raised in other discussions.

Bina felt that the Kind of research that DAWN does and the
form that the output takesg will depend upon what use it will
be put to, commenting on the General Report (on the Third
Advisory Councll Meeting and Plans for the Future) ghe
obgerved that two agsumptions had been made. Flrastly that
DAWN has links with both policy makers and grassroots
organizationas and therefore funetions asg an intermediary and
gecondly that DAWN playse an agltational role. Given its
looge gtructure and international nature, she wondered 1if 1t
could serve either of the two functions. She felt that a
more modesgt role such ag linking with other existing groups
might be better, She alsgo obgerved that in many cases the
aggumption that grassroots ovganizations do not have a
macro, global perspective,may not be Justified, particulariy
2ince many of them have middle-clags activists,

Ag for linkages, ghe thought that it wae important to
clarify with whom and around what issues thege would be
egtablished. For instance, in the areas of training, there




are organizatione such as the Pacific and Asian Women's
Forum as well ag independent groups such as thosge in
Rajasthan which conduect training, some of whom have used the
DAWN preport in creative ways. What the needg of these groups
are and how linkages could be established should be
determined. It would be useful to provide these groups with
macro-baged. regearch. The documente could elther be of the
nature of the first DAWN report, a synthesis, or those which
could be used more directly for training, the Kind whilch she
heprself was thinking about. It would be very useful to bring
together and distribute exigting documents whilech small
groups, who lack funding snd logistical support, are usging.
Thege documents, thepvefore, need Yo be located, gelected and
reproduced. The process of selection 1tself would genherate
dlalogues. Such an activity would help to meet the shortage
of gimple and clearly presented material for training. She
also drew attentlion to the posasiblility of linking with non-
women's groups, partlcularly in the Indian context where
there were a large number of groups who were doing work
related to the criges,

Noeleen described her aim as a reglonal co-ordinator to bhe
to ineorporate into the process groups who have not been
vreached before, This would constitute a step forward and
generate fresh analysez. She was therefore extending the
Aslan network to areas such as Vietnam and China whieh had a
different higtory and had never had the opportunity of
articulating their experience., 8he also geaw in this harder
process a rejection of the wrong practice of researchers
extracting material and then departing.

She drew attention to the heterogenous nature of South-East
Asia by dellensting four categories. In addition to the
above, another grouping was that of countries such as
Malayseia and Thailand where organlzations were new, very
small in silize and trying to develop through borrowing as
well ag experimentation. Another category would be of
countries suech as India and the Phillipines which had strong
women's movement. Yet another groupling consisgted of East
Agsian Countries such as Korea and Hong Kong.

Noeleen also supported the methodology of ldentifying groups
and building country teams rather than Just individual
researchers. Although this was s harder process 1t was a
more desirable and lasting one.

She intended therefore to hold consultations at both the
regional and country level, the approach which she has used



in the past. She felt that planning should take place after
congultation at the country level, while comparative,
regional Pramework be used to analyse the country papers.

She did not see a conflict between thisg approach and the aim
of producing inter-regional comparigons which would enable a
third world perspective to emerge. Granting that there must
be parvrameters, she argued that the research should be built
up through a "bottom-up" process which avoided the
situation where a high level of abgtrasction was not baged on
reglonal reality,

Carmen felt that the idea of country teams was very
important and degirable but she questioned its practical
feasibility. Her experience in Latin America had been that
of time and infrastructural constraints making networking
even with individual researchers a difficult process,

Noeleen admitted that her experience was likely to be unique
in az much as her centre (which she vehemently denied as
being a U.N. organisation!) provided her with the network
and Iinfrastructural support required. However, she avolded
making this process a discrete function, and tried to
integrate 1t with opportunities suech as conferences. Carmen
added that the conference oh women and politics which had
taken place in Uruguay lagt June had provided such an
opportunity. They were also hoping to conduct a "major
outreach exercise" at the Latin American Studies Assgociation
meeting in October. Devaki added that the Nationhal confere-
nce on Women's studiesg was meeting in October, with the
theme of women's struggleg,

Returning to the issue of whether the two themes would be
combined into one research project or not, Devaki added that
at present, the food and ehergy orises congtituted important
areas of resgesarch and the Women's movement input was =mall
at present, growing and sghould become important,

Bina raised the i1ssue of the nead for greater clarity about
the nature and aimg of DAWN inorder that groups cohducting
research have a basig for deciding whether they want to
network with it. Devakil added that the procese of networking
needed a lot of goodwill and trust. The groupsg should in no
way feel that they are being replaced or theinp territopry
enerocached upon. Gita's outline did thie succegsfully,
However, now that DAWN had matured, thisg would be more
difficult to achieve. It needed to be emphasized, however,
that DAWN wae embodied in an aspiration and not an organi-
sation.




Ayesha! responge to the issue of networking was that
regtricting to the organizations already in the network was
preferable to futher extension owing to the time constraint,
She zaid she would report to AAWORD about the meetings, who
could then take deciglons. In responsge to Noeleen's requeset
for her to share hepr experiences wilith women'gs movements in
Africa, elnce one of the aimg of the meeting had been to
generate ideas for aress of regearch, Ayvegha presented an
overview of the situation as she perceived 1t.

given the infrastructural and lingual barriers, she sapoke
primerily for Nigeria, not even West Africa, let alone the
whole of Africa. She felt that none of the mass movements
could be labelled "Feminist'". There were, however, gsmaller
women's organizations which fell into eeveral categories,

Flratly, there were the organleations whieh worked at
defending particular interests rather than c¢hanging the
partrisrchal structure. The market women's asscclations
which had higtorically maintalned a gtrong defence of thelr
trading interests, continued to do so., Although they do not
contrel a large volume of trade, they are numerically
strong. Not unlike the colonial government, the authorities
in Nigeria and Ghansa are becoming increagingly worried about

the power of autonomoug organizations. They are therefore
impoeing bureaucratice restrictions whieh have to be
gatigfied before an arganisation is gliven officlal
recognition,. '

These market women's ageociations often come into confliet
with the official, national women's ovrganizations, whileh are
infamoug for towing the government line, provoking the label
of beionging to the AGIP {(Any Government 1n Power) party. It

wag noted that the gituaticon in India wae no different. In
Nigeria,when the war on Indiscipline was declared, the
national organization supported the government's analysis

which placed the blame on mothers who were employed outgide
home. When the market women protested against the L0%
incerease in market stall fees, they received no gsupport
fFrom the National Council, .

The szecond category of women's organisations c¢onsisted of
the wealthy religious Muslim and Christian groups, Two
trends can be identified within these., The first belng the
fundamentalist, right-wing one and the other the more
l1iberal ohne which tries to use progressgive interpretations
of the Koran to gupport certain righte for women. The latter
{is a weaker trend since 1t requires the study of Islamic law



and teaching of & level whieh most women do not reach.

The number of actual feminist women's groups iz few, These
groups are very new and some are g8t1i11 at the stage of theilr
own congcioushegs ralsing before beginning mass action.

The scecount of women's organizations other than feminist
women's groups raised the possibility of networking with
them. That such & linkage might prove feagible was indicated
by the respohses of Muslim women in the North when they were
asked about the kind of political system they wanted in the

future, Depplite having sald that women were incapable of
being leaders, the concrete conditions they desired, guch
ag rveseprvation, and a free, single and compulsory syatem

of education were revealing. They also gtated cleavrly theat
they needed organisational help.

Ccarmen mentioned that Nirmala had felt that the issues for
investigation were bilased towards Latin America. She felt
therefore that the regional convenor needed to revise anhd
adapt according to specifie needs.

%he herself did not want to be convenor. Noeleen too d1id not
want to be the overall convenor since she felt that with her
experience and the facilities and network she had access to,
she would be mopre useful asg the regional co~ordinator.

It wag declded at the end of the session, that the meeting
ghould be reconvened the next day.



Annexure 7

MINUTES OF RESEARCH COMMITTEE MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT: Carmen Barosso
Lucille Mair
Nirmala Banerjee
Hameeda Hossgaln
Noeleen Heyzer
Shashil Rajagopal

Research studies will be conducted on a regional basis
initially for & peviod of 1 1/2 years.

Each Region will have a reglonal research co-ordinator.

Regional research can be divided into sub-reglonal
studies which can further be divided into country cases.

It would be up to the regional convenors to declde
whether they need country convenors.

A broad framework would be necesgary within which the
regearch would be conducted.

The two outlines prepared by Noeleen and Carmen on
women's movements and crises respectively would be
clireutated, and comments would be invited., The two
outlines would then be put together to provide one
framework.

The regional coordinators would be given enough flexibili-
ty to chose/conduct research.

After the Pirst 18 months, during which time the regional
atudies would be complete, another meeting would be
convened (prohably by Hameeda Hoassain) where the regearch
atudieg of all the regilone will be presented,

An intepr-disciplinary Congress would be convened in
Juiy'87 in Ireland. carmen and Noeleen have been invited
to partieipsate 1in this congress, They would write to the
organizera to check 1if DAWN Panels can be accommodated
inte the programme. It would, however, not be & substan-
tial panel but just to keep to contact with other
academiclans.,



This kind of a meeting, which has an academic responsibi-
iity, would also be usgeful for DAWN in that it would be
ugseful to get funds for independent research.

10.The following would be the regional coordinators:-

Women's Movement - 1) Paciflc - Claire
———————————————— 2) Asia - Hameedsa
3) 8. E, Asgia - Noeleen
k) carribean - Rhoda Reddock
5) Latin - Virginia Vargas
America - Carmen Barosgso
Crieses 1) 8., Asia - Nirmala
~~~~~~ 2) Carribean - Peggy Antrobus
3) Latin - Lourdes,
Amerlca - Cheyova Spindel
1) Pacifice - Noeleen will

identify persons.

Africa - Ayesgha {
- Semia Fonja } 2
- Rudo Galdzanna {

11, For the Aaword members, partlicipation in the DAWN
Steering Committee and DAWN presearch would be separate
igsuea., However, DAWN has to write to Aaword formally
(approach them as a group) to conduct resgearch studies.

12.As regards funds, the Rockfeller Foundation may provide
fundg for regearch groups, particularly to convene
meetings. Therefore, 1f for each region, the number of
countries are identifled, it would be easler for Neuma to
canvassg for funds,.

13.Noeleen would prepare s budget for a gub-regional meet-
ing, and submit it fo Neuma who will then have an idea of
the amount involved to convene a sub-reglonal meeting.



Annexure 8

ADVANCES IN FEMINIST THEORY

-AN INDIAN PERSPECTIVE-

Devaki Jain,
August 15, 1986,

SECTION - I

In this paper, I propose Lo present a perspective on the
Indian debate on feminism which will be limited by its own
limitations, 1. e.

limited to: a) my ~ experince of the debate
) the veary feaw readings I have done
¢) o omy ideological or philogophical

preferencesbiases

I would suggest -

1, that feminist theory - as different from feminist
practice - 18 =2till not a hody of knowledge in Iindia,
This stetement impllies that femlinist practice isg wide
spread in India which I maeintain, it is,
2. that in Inda and perhaps in other gsimlilar countries the
reflections or even carly statements on theory apre
emerging from the emplrical fileld: fFrom activist
khowledge and dislogue, The theory iz grounded in

user!s languages:; isg derived as a response to the need
of the grass root sctivists,

3, that the gosl of excercises in theory building are
predominantly to find a bagizs for golidarity - femlnist
solidarty, " a united wotilen ' g movement, a common
prolitics.

This paper was presented ot World Sociology Conference held
at New Delhi in August 1986,



Summing up I would sugegeat that feminist theory in
India iz defined by feminist practice snd feminist goslsa.
I would i1llustrate +this from wvarious types of emplirical
evidence:

- a conference
- a study - in process ;
— a networking procegsg

- a book and

- & man
A Regret
It wonuld have been fetminist, it would have been Iz} true
reflection of the Indilian femingt way if I could have

digscussed this paper with groups or group and pregented it
ag a collective view, But, alas I could not becsuse I ata
not start doling the paper till the 12th - one more short-

coming.

However, before I offer these illustratlons I would venture
to list what in my view are the 'Madvances'" 1in Indian
feminist theory 1Iin recent years. They are sall interlinked
and may look repetitive.

1. A self-confldence revesaled in the wider acceptshce of
the term feminisgm, where earlier the term "women's
movement! was current; accompanied simultaneously by
an affirmetion of its cultural/political context, with

content noulded for Indtans by Indians. Put
hegatively, this would read "accompanlied
simultaneously by a rejection of definitions, of

context, of precccupsations developed in the West."

2. A quest to derive the roots - the explanatory
variables of the femsle c¢ondition in India from
religious, cultural, hisgtoricel and econonic forces
and trends. Thus a conglderation of terms guch as
"intra-household" instead of Y"patriarchy" and so on.
To look at subordination in a wider context than
gender relations -perhaps in terms of power relations.

3. A search for a platform - for buillding unity. The
unity as a part of the collectlive empowerment process
to deal with national crisis - soclial, economlic and



politiosl.

4, Bringing development and 1its impulszec as a factor to
deal with and thus through a process of consultetion
geaeking to degign feminist development or a Ffeminigt
framework for sppraising development. To reconstruct
theory, to empower the modes of production exchange
which predominate in Indis: to give a new normative
sclence to assess them - and thus reconstructk
development,

B, A glow, cautious gelection of local issus  observed
phenomena to support a kKind of "renalssance". A
strengthening of exlgting economic and social modes ag
culturally suited modes, Including in thilsz sweep 2ome
agpects of women's work styles, "enjoying™ as the
oppoaite of feeling "guilty" - some aspects of our
particular place in the firmament. In this process of
reflection and revalustion there iz full awareness of
the dangers of romanticing the past or conservative

modes.

6. Finding a place for women's voilces In the South-South
econonic ~and politicsel slliances especially the non-
aligned movement, the gix nation disgarmament
initiative. A procegss of conselentization of the
powers,/the pollecy makers on the importance of gcander
differentiation asg well as giving gender

congiderations a legitimacy in Third World politics.
Theorising in the lsanguage of the South !¢ fitting into
the frame - influencing that frame.

SECTION - TI

Some empirical baseg: -

(1) A Conference {1}

To derive some glimpse of feminist theory, my firset resource
isz the National conference held in December, 1985, in
Bombay, called "Perspectives for the Autonomous Women's
Movement in India'',

Some 85 women's groups and several individals from different

parts of the world attended the conference, All of them
gsome 300 in number canme on thelr own initiative and expense.
The conference wag gtructured to have two workshops per

day. Presgentationsg were made in the morning and sub groups
for esach workshop werea formed for discusszions, A



plenary 2essgion waz haeld towards the end of the day Far &
general reporting to all the particlpants., Cultursasl
programmes -plays, singing, and andio~-viguals followed. The
lagt dsy gsaw a varlety of small worksehops suggested by the
participants, .

The method of convening this conference wasg faeminist -
several prior consultsationzs on venue, themes and decizions

taken Dy a group of representatives of women's croupd.
Attendsnce self-supportive and zelf-motivated - all roles of
moderataor, rapporteur etc developled at the conference,

Crisp formulstions such a= thezse below came out of the
meeting.

Quoteg from Report of the Conference {1}

"The term feminism needs clarificstion., Do you saccept

that sexusl bondage 1g a stronger one than the class

bondage? Is it possible to bring sll women together on

the game platform? Or should there be geparate demands

for separate clsassses? What 1ls meant by reformism - the
+ act of counselling?"

"Cohegivenegs and richness comes out of
private sctiviam, while vallidity comes from public
acetiviem, Therefore, there 1g always pregsure to
participste in public activism. Thils often forces &
group to resort to public activism in a rather
traditionsl form. "

"This led to the whole tasue of defining feminlesm,
While some felt that feminism as & tool 1z sufficient
to explore oppression and inequalities in all its form,
others disagreed with this definition. "

‘Who is a real feminist', Some members felt that at
times women became feminist chasuvinists whe look ddown
on womeh who have to do house work, child care atac,
These middle clessz, srticulste women tend to dominate
groups., And In such groups, if expected behavioural
patterns are not visgible then they question the
feminliem of the others, Thig opinion was not shared by
many. However, some women continued to argue that
women't!s organigation is not a non-class organisation.
The women's organiseations have neglected the clasgs
issue in the same way ag left political organisations
have neglected the gender 1lssue., This has led to the
exclusion of lLarge mass of poor women. "



The prineipal concern of the conference was alliasnces - an
undersgtandable natursl preoccupstion in a plural, multiple R
religion, multliple caste, multiple langusge, multi-porty
uneaqual but secualar democratice nation. Not only alliances
with existing forces, political parties, ideologiaal
novements -~ the external - but also alliancesg within 1.e. of
wonien with women ss individuals; of women's groups of one
kind, say actilvigt with woments groups of another kind,
say regearch,

Wotten's groups claiming to work as collective had often
empoweareacd an individual o reverge head exploited one.
Feminist research had been no bhefter in ite interest than
inherited man-made of regesrch. Dichotomies such asg sctivist
and research) class and caste persisted. Where wag the

breskthrough.

No movement - left, reformist, Christian Gandhian had been
able to sccommodate women's voices. Ir 8ll existing
political forcegs are not appropriate vehicles then what?
-We need our own politics 13 the answer, What 1= that
politicse? asked thig large non-party political formation.

The other strong cohcern was consolidation, The two, finding
a politiceg and consolidation are of course clogely related
gquegts - but not the ssame.

Congollidation of this dynamic salf consclous widely
dispersed representstive women's movement has become a resl
precccupetion in lts every part. Simple sggregation does not
maeke it into a political force., Yet the potential 1s there -—
A tantelleing situastion. The need for consolidation 1s wvivid

because of the hsppenings in the Indian polity - Reagsertion
of separatism. Violent expressions of hidden angeprs over
langusges, religion, cagte and rgender differentiation.

Why this sliding back to "old" harriers? An lsessue brought
out poignently by feminists like Kumsari Jayswardane {2} in

analysing the ethnic conflicts in Spi Lanka. Ethnic
consciousness has overpowered clsss consceioushess, she says,
one reason g the sgcrambling for the cake - A mix of

unatteinsble and untenahle consumerism on the demand gide
and accelerated but distorted growhth of output in the supply
zide. In the midst of thezse gshattering experiences feminist
congceliousgness seensg to flicker like a lamp gstill alight
before getting shuffed out.

Kumari Jayawardane described the spontaneous way women from
different classses, religionsg, politics took 8 united atand
against the ethnie riotg, took peace marches, peace actlions,



The group then suggesgted that feminist consclousness was
alive - was todsy replscing class conscelousness and clags
golidarity as the focal point for progregsive causes, The
burning question again becanie how to prevent feminist
consclousness Ffrom withering away or heing subordinated as.
has happened to class solldarity. What can we learn from the
higtory of the deterlioration of class congcliousness? How
resliast the decline? Again consgolidstion seems to be a first
step and consgolidation needs a politiecg - a common frame,

theory.

What theory can enghrine this quesgt? trace the roots of the
tangible unity, solidarity that seems present in  the room -
but egscapes agreement when expregsged, Feminiest theory in
Indla has to find s&n sanswer to these qguestions., This
conference was & heginning.

2, Illustration - The Study {3}

"The report of the committee on statusg of women in India had
rointed out the numerous ways 1in which women 1in India
suffered digerimination and gubordination. But neither that
report, nor work done theresfter hsad come to grips with the
problems of what congtitutes an unambilguous improvement in
the status of women of o nation, community or region, and
what variables are crucial to determine the direction of the
change., So far, stoatus had often been messured by sany one of
gseveral kinds of social indicators depending on the model
usged regarding concepts of statusz and of positive changes in
1it. A view of available data had suggecsted that not all
these indicators move in the same direction for all regions
at all time.," {3}

Other curiocus paradoxes exict in India - worship of
goddesses by men sand women {Lesarning, weslth, power are all
coddegges) and the nutritional deprivation of womar .
Outsiders notice =2 s=ense of sgelf confidence, eage in
powerful pogitionsgs and vigour in Indilan women: and a sense
of resilience and sandrogyny in men. Yet, as Lakshmi Lal says

{4},

"Phis breast of yours, unfailing, refreshing, hearing
tresgures, glving of largesse by which all thet iz
cholcest in the world is nourished, may you nourilish, O
Saraswati-. .. .. .you heve given bLirth to a2 hero and
thereby attain hercic gtature. .. .. .

Thus ends an ancient household rite, described 1in grest
detail in Brihadrannyaka Upanisgshad, for obtaining =&
male child. I% 1s in faect the onliy point in the whole



rrocaadings ztarting with the sctusl nct of interaoursa

and ending with the placing of the son on her lap, at
whilch the woman recelives a4 meagure of affectionate
sttention. She is simultanecusly deilfied too, in the

true Hindu manner. She 1g, to use a modern manageprial
euprhemiam, kicked upstairs." ,

Then there iz the Indian freedom sgstruggle with vivid
participstion by Indian women {5,6} without the usual slide-
back noticed in other experiencesz of the big egtrugpgle and
the little strugegle, Thst Gandhi moulded the modeg of that
struggle had 1itg own ripples,

This study attemnpted to put together theze threads ag
explanatory variables., After the firast round of scanning the
dats especially the linkages between gsex ratios, work
participation and literacy rates, Nivmala Bannerjee, the
regearcher suggests that:

"Women's status ig dependent on a complexity of sgocto
cultural factors most of which interact significantly
with each other. It iz essentisl to understand these
interesctions between the forces and to sllow for them
in designing policy measures fop improving women's
status,

The pattern of regilonwlise wvariations 1in levels of
women's status can be described 88  cultursal in the
senge 1% ls expressed in tevrms of cultural practices
and teaboos, However,it iz not random, but is based on
economice foreces which in turn were determined by
ecologlical factors., This cultursl pattern of Indian

women's status falls inta five broad categories
corresponding to five brosd bagis types of econonic
situstions onr ecosystems in the country',

She findsg thst once the country is  divided into these 5§
types, important indicators of change remain 'constant' - in
other words the women'ts movement and the rtevelopment
interventions put together have not had any impact on the
situstion, Whst & fsct to face!

She calls these types traditional culturel categorieg. She
hopves to unlock some of these doors, through workshops of
¢rogsg cultural marriages, oral histories of women stratified
across ¢less end langusges -~ and fFinally forge the links,

Ohe waits with bhaited breath to see where that leads us to
in reaching the roots of our rower and  our subordinstion -
the quest of theory,.




3. A network t¢o gain macro perspectives on development.

The Dawn process {7}. Anslysis of poor women's experience of
development in the third world in the context of the macro
zitustions in thelr region like food erisis in Africs, debt
in Latin America, poverty and hunger 1in Asia revealed hoth
the impoverishing nature of “development' but algo the
validity of the geveral strategles of poor woman.
Empowerment of poor womeh, it seemed, dald not need
intervention, but needed to he left alone, not to ha
erowded in, but offered territory to s#tep into. Activiszm was
to listen:research was to learn and reveal Development to
focilitaste thelr steps,

The root of thig devastating development which emptied
oceang of fish, tribsls of forests, women of wage and Food
created englavement of the South to North, seemed to be not
merely in the evil intentions of the North, but  in these
theorieg and practices of development In the South too - 7
legacy snd langusge of the North,.

Obgerving the wvarious forms of social, economic and
political processesz in our countries, we can identify some
modes of production which are not only the predominant
modes, but the strengthening of which could 1n faet provide
a new form of organlsation of production and exchange giving
ug certain posgitive values:

Fopr example, zelf employment ig percelved ag a lessg worthy
form of employment than wage employment, by ideclogies,
adminigtration ag well as labour ltself. However, 1t isg the
predominant mode 1In our country, especislly amongs the poor,
and provides certain inbuilt securities ig properly
nurtured, However, the guilt inherited from colonial
legacies compelsg us to abandon thig mode when we in fact
should enjoy 1it.

Digperged production provided not only decentralisation of
power, not only perhapsg lesz human congegtion but =lso more
control over life styles, It 1¢ s point of intense debate
whether home haged work with the exploitstive mechanismsg
whioh exist ie  not a further intensification of female
housiehold subordinstion. Yet experiences whether from Africe
or from India sghow that within digpersed work patterns
alternstive arrangements are possibie to reverse the trend
of exploitation to empowerment. Such turning over a pyramid
csn in fact he the thin " end of revolutionsry procesgses,
Accepting existing structures and trying to dehate within
them seems o0ld fsahioned.




"rFormaligation!" of every institution and process 1g  snother

concept and value which needs reconsglderation. An
organisstion mugt be registered, title to land must be
clarified and so on. Why? Formality makes the rigidity:
often overpowars denocracy, openness, closes options.

Resilience may be necessary to avold not only conflict but
askgrendisement. Labour not employed in s fsctory for a wsage
ig called “informal' - when infact 1t 1lg procedurally bound
sg wagesfsctory labour, There are s0  many legacies that
need reordering to make our economice and social cultureg

look interesting, useful, potentilislly rich - which indeed
they are. Gandhi was one leader who plucked at these
strings.

It ig my view that the modes, not only wmodes of economic
exchonge but also socisl sand political exchange theat 1=
derived from our own histories and cultures have beean
neglected snd overpowered in the theory building that we

have inherited from the “hortht. However, the poor and
amonget them eapecislly women have in fact survived inspite
of the “attacks' of development hecause they are still

operating 1n those modes.

Often, these “old modes' are branded as feudal or primitive

the very hames are suggestive of unwanted chsasracteristics.
Yet, when because of +these '"lenses", various culturslly
homogenous groups ahd procesgses guch as for exXxample the
tribal way of life, the 1lsgland socletles way of life get
destroyed, there 1z a cry of alsarm and concern., It 1s this
incongisgtency that has to be looked at again. Ho1at
structures whicech have built in unegqusl and oppressive
aelements can perhapsg be cleanged of their oppressiveness
without necessarily desgstroyving thsast core in those structures
or procegsses which provided the gelf-generating inner power
of these gocieties over history. These deep 1links between
history, s=society, culture and economy have been ignored by
the globally populsr development gtrategies including women
and development gtrategies,.

The usuel srgument is thsast to improve the level of living we
need growth, and growih c¢reates gtructural imbalance whether
in socislist or cspitslist countries,. In these procesgses,
some‘sacrifices are made., It ilg presumed, 1in the gocialist
countries, the sscrifice 1s msde by the property owners and
in capltalist countries hy the working class.,

In the slternstive development vrogramme, what 18 challenged
is the very procesgs ag well as the gosals, Mogt revaolutions
talk of structural change ~ uzuslly based on production and
itg ownership and organisation, linked fto eclasgs and 1itg



relation rimlited to power paelatilione. The alternative path
slso redqulres a structursl chsasnge but in values, conceptual
and implementing procesges.

Therefore, there iz s need both to bulld theory as well sz
to practice the theory through individual evolution as well
g8 collective action.

4. A Book {8}

An inter religious dialogue amongst feminileste cogponsored by
the group Workmen, Religion and Socisl Change st Hsasrvard by
iane Eck and later brought out as a book 'Speaking of
CFsitht' by sn Indisn feminisgt publishing house KALI, lesads to
the view that while discrimination against women exists in
all faiths, since women are the primapry practitioners,
there must be a strengthening and bonding agpect of
religion -along with 811 the other package of discriminstion
and bigotry. What 1is 1t? Feminizt theory for an Indilan, E]
Hindu or Muszlim may hsave a root in the religion and
huild on that ’relationshipﬂ

While Chrisztology sasnd Feminism have begun to Iinterplay -
thig hasg not happened to the same extent with hon-Chrisgtian
religion : it needs to and is beginning to happen,

Fatima Mernissi has publilished a book ¢called Women in an
Islamic Paradise -~ A collection of such profiles of womeh in
Hindu, Buddist Chrigtian and other paradises can reveal what
paradizes are not and also whsat they csn be.

In the book "Speaking of Fsesith™ I wrote an esszsay which
showed that religion cen empower women, given the context
and the method. I illustrated with Gandhi's practice of
meeting tradition hsaslf way. Drawing on it so thsat thoze who
have been caught in 1tz web c¢an step out, Leading into it to
Keer the vaslue of the core, of individual aethics, the
‘purity! of self, enshrined in every religion.

I referred to Bhajsnhs and further "Sarvsa Dharma"# prayers to
reveal both the mobhillising and the educating roles of
religion., I showed how following an ethic of self effacement
can be a sgtep to annihilate differences of a1l kinds,

gender, class, caste, religion - M"me sand the other",
Becoming the other in a conflict situation wage part of an
etiquette derived from religion ~ this form of Secularism

(Sarva Dharma) was not agnosgticism but acceptance that there
were many peths to the Divine.

#  Sarve Dharms - All Religion or Every Religion



I went on to suggest thst women were the best vehlicles for
providing this leadership 1in religlous practice - thus
leavening, hesling and sublimilating conflict ridden
numanity.

But today these views are in sugpense. Women's condition of
oppregsion perhaps lesads her to deeper extremes rsther than
moderation -~ I don't khnow.

What I Know ie that the women's movement cannot be a
bystander to this process in India. It will have to find out
and gstimulate religious sentiment towards tolerance and
forgivenesg, We are digitracted becsuse we gee the womasn only
ag victim of religious war. We must see them ag antagonists
to that war. We must open our eyes and walk with thoze
religions. Since women are the main vehleles of soclial
chenge, snd the main prsctitioners of religion - in the
agtudy of women, relliglous consciousness has to be included,

Women are the moain practitioners in every religion., Religion
hasg often bheen their only support - a diety in place of the
mother 1eft behind; a court of appesl since there is so much
domestic oppression, a source of providing c¢ourage when fear

1a dominsasting. The majority of women - s8ll clasgses - will be
aorphaned without religiony But if they are the main
practitioners, could they provide another culture of

religion than what we zee? How do we get thig new culture of
religion to become all pervasive and wipe away the olde

We need to gee the rolegs of women during religious wWars.
Were they the fire ztokers or were they the goftners? One
hears of bhoth types of behaviour. :

The dislogue scrogs fesliths was discontent with concepts like
patriarchy {9} and sexuality. They paused on motherhood,
fertility - power politics in gocial dynasmics. Another
fountainhood for theory building.

5. A Man - Gandhi
While earlier the linkages bhetween Gandhi and Indlian women

were not seen pogitively except by thoge who worked with
him, there has been another look at him both in hisg personal

g well 33 his political behaviour - from the feminist
perspective (5,61}, He emerges almost ungcathed as  his

“package' not only for women but the soclety snd the
ecnonomy of Indla are l1ife saving and freedom giving. :

The quest for the feminilist ethic landsg me in  Goandhi avery
tilme, wherever I start - development, religion or politics.



T e Faeminidlat theaeary for Indisa could e bullt  around
Gandhisn thought ~ and every experience I have lisgted above
leads me to the game view.

Whether it ig 1in Bombay when the groups were asking  how to
operste a model where individusals do not misuse informal or
collective groups for self empowerment - when I wonunld say
but it is the individuel's ethice - or snslysesg of the root
causeg of ilnequitions, ungensitive development, when I would
remenber his views on decentrslised production and exchange:
restraint ag consumption and so on. Gandhi seemed relevent
and ugeful.,

All ideologiecal training Communist, Christian, Islamie Hindu
demands self development, But this hss been ridiculed by the
modern person and egpecially feminlste azs they feel i+ is
onliy legitimizing what they have hbeen enduring namely
guffering,

Why see 1t that why? If women are strong asg individuals it
i becasuse of these experishces, They are already into
personal development procesgses as 1t hag been thelr gtratesy
toe deal wilith thelr societsl situstion. I suggest let us
maintain that gtrength - but autonomously. Let uz change the
bath water, snd keep the baby, :

If feminist theory emphasizes the individual's gelf
discipline, =elf conszciouz evolution it only carries on what
womaen are already into as regpongible individuals.,

Though thisg needs thinking through - and I hope to be doing
that through both & process of reading and dialogue, T would
like to suggest that there is g kKey here to shifting
feminist analysls fFrom female /or gender subordination which

leads LrE to patriarchy, Lo Just human or person
subordination - another domaln of discourse.
Subordinstion of one 1individual by sanother - whether bsasszed

on race, religion or gender could he zeen ag the Limited
awareness 1n the oppressgsor of the oppressed. His ignorsnce,
blindnezs, lack of imagination, lack of personal evolution
into "higher" more gublime levels of conscioushess,

Gandhl wag working on thisg when he practised the 1idesa of
teking on the consciousness, the identity of the other - the
"asaversary", or the persgon who is zubordinated, victimiged.
Simply gtated, putting yourself intoe the other person'sg
shoeg, seeing 1% from the other gide - the worm's eye view.
Hiz method of handling conflict non-violently wsas haged on
attempts to efface the reason For the conflict, at its root
namely separste d1dentities obp separate conscliousnesg,



Thug he wore clotheg like the rural poor, lived in the
houges of the "untouchsasbles', travelled in the modes of the
poor by foot (padaystra) and when necessapry & Onotiy (third
class) main compariments, (Thig has been mocked at as s Joke
because when VIPs try to do that 1% causes more fusea than
demonstration, but I am here looking at:

a) the mind and hope behind the effort
) in full faith- that he tried this even before

becoming =& VIP, became a VIP because of the mags
sppeal of his sttempts so there is = legitimacy in

thege ideas). i
There 1& an emphasisg here on the Mental 1. e, The attitude,
the frame of mind. Both the subordinated snd the

subordinator are in a mental state of incomprehension. By
the subordinstor getting inte the shoes of the zubordinsted
he understands, he can e enlightened to gilve up hie
oppressive arts, The subordinated h ¥ sfrsid, hoztile, By
coming close to the gubordinstor she/he loses fear, openg
doors of communication.

To bhelieve in the validity of =uch attempts requires o faith
in the humsn being: For Gandhi who ssw god in every pergson,
this was no problem. But to e, it may bhe hocug,/pocus,

Remachandra Gandhi, the philogopher, has elaborated in a
more sclientific and eprudite termsg thig concept of merging
one's consciousness into another's and the validity of this
in anatyeing confliiet",

For religions, cacultures, soclety etoe, aconomles like the
onegs in Indis - highly . unequal with onglsasughts from the
ingide sand the outslde - where separating gcaender
subordination from the numerous other forces operating both
weys attaclking snd resisting: to root, trace the sgource in
the mind in the consciocusneszs, rsather thsn the pody seems to
offer a relevance and appropriateness,

I think thig hss to be further probed by us using other
disciplines, inecluding psychology, theology and so on.

The source of the sngry uncontrolled competitiveness that we
see eupressed in monopoligtic assertions suceh as movemants
1ike “sons of the soil!' linguistice chsuvinism, or religious
rerritorial asszevtions 1t iz often suggested ig the style of
development and its thrust - to physical output, to surplus
generation, to export - to congumerism, Congumerism planted
on & soclety brought wun on deprivation and on sharing:




Imbeddad dn s11 kindeg of inequsiity 1z 1lke &8 haloasust,

Gandhi foresaw the potential violence of consumerism and

concentrated on using consumption ss the lever for gulding

the economy. Women have been congcilous of the role of

consumption and there have heean many afforts at

dampening consumerism, another vital and major pre-
cceceupation of the Indian feminist.

REVIEW

I had an opportunity toe quickly glance through the two other
papers that are being presented on the panel namely,
Decongtructing Patriarchy by Deniliz Kandiyoti and The
Gendered Nature of Social Structure and Culture by Joan
Acker oand Karen {(Paige) Ericksen, and was delighted to find
that hoth pepers sare scsking for "deschooling - of certsin
thought processes, [Acker and Palge emphasize the fiead to
open up sociological investigsation scrogse digceiplines to
undergstand the influence of culture on the status of
Amarican women {(an exXercise very asimilsanr to  that belng
undertaken by Nirmala Banerjee){10}. They ask for a blending
of the humanities with the socisl zciences]., Kendiyvoti wants

to look at patrilarchal bargalning as it operates in
different c¢ultures and resssemble from empilirical knowledge
and more positive non-vresidual concept of patriavchy,.

In mesny waye what feminists in the third world are doing i=s
to dismantle not only the concept given to them by Westeprn
feminigte but the understasnding of social and economic
procegges that iz belng given %o them by what ig called the
dominant discourse, cleassicel copitalizts or socislists
framework., They alsgo are in the procegs of recongtructing.
Thus thesze echoes are in some way in hasrmony.

Soclial gclence concepts would need a new language which by
itself generstes new valuesg for certain phenomena, For
example, substilitute the words on the right for the wordg on
the left snd we belng to see 8 change in perception of what
ig and what ought to be:

For Current Read - New
Subgistence Self-relisnt
Seclusion Soclaligation
Decentralisstion Local OQrgsnisation

Hotte baged work Hougehold Enterprises



Home A work pleace

It 1g amazing how pervasive abpe the theoretical concepts
from which almost all development strastegies are derived. We
in the developing world, who make so many sttempte to unite,
e, 2. Group 77, NAM, SBouth-South, FPoonr Countries, Former
Colonies - to resisgt the exploitation and the englavement
which haag become pert of the globsl polliticsasl aconomy,
however, derive even our strategies fonr change from The
countries that we sre resisting or sre dominating us,

Thisg problem or pheonomenon is most cerigply stated in an
article by a young Indisn historiasn. "Orientism crested the

Orliental!, - he gaye "an enobmously systematlie discipline
was created by which Europesn culture wag able to mansge snd
aeven produce the Orient rolitlically, socliologically,

militerily, ideoclogically, scientificelly, and imeginatively
during the pogt-Enlightenment period. .. .. .In every case,
there is a paradigm derived from the undergtanding of
European hisztory in the post-Enlightenment period!, In other
words whichever politilcal theory, we In the developing
countries adopt - cspitalism or socialism, we cannot move
towards independence because we pursue the same ctrateglies
and sgtructures of our magters and therefore necegsgarily have
to depend or link ourselves to them.

Why isg this =09 Because we have neglected deriving a
pogitive normative theory which legitimizes as well as gives
values to our own modes of production, evcenange, [«1%D GwWn
modes of zocisl organissation and gtrstificetion - our own
modeg of political participation.

How well this metches a3 parsgraph from Kumari Jayawardsne's
book Feminism and Natlonalism in the third world,

H1¢ 41is variously alleged in the Third World by
traditionalisgts, political consgervatives and even hy certaln
leftisgta, thet feminism iz s profuct of “decadent ! western
capitaliasm, that 1t 4= based on foreign culture of no
relevance to women in the Third World, that it 1a the
ideclogy of women of the local bourgeoicie, and that i+t
elther aliensates women from thelr culture, religion and
family resgpongilbillities on the one hand, or from the
ravolutionary strugegle for national liberstion snd socialism
on the other..In the West too, there is an Eurocentric view
thst the movement for women'ts liberation is not indigencus
to Aglia or Africa, but has been & purely West European and
North American phenomenon, and that where movements for
women's emencipation or feminilst struggles have arisen in
the Third World, they have been merely imitative of Wesztern



Mmodata, ¥

The fleld in Indla ig fertilile for bullding an original
feminist theory snd sg I mee 1t, its gosl andd its process
would be for building & well grounded solidavrity.

Ag sn Indisn woman - I feel great sadnesgs these days that
our country which withstood so many onsglaughts of every kind
in the past ig violently sagitsted vight how, seems to be in
a trauma which could lead o the breakdown of many
institutions and behsviours thsat have survived so many
shocks,

I firmly believe only women can controel and deflect thisg
agliteated naetion into healing constructive pathsg, To do that
we need to bind together and wiith a common perspective on
a0l1id morsl foundations.

4

The source materlale I have used for this presentation gilve
me hope that we will.



A

I am
feel identity and thoge with which I do  not, ag

I

Annexure 1

Pialogues with Feminists from the North

Conversation Nopth//South, June 1986, Athensg:

"But why do you women in the so csalled +third woprld
geparate yourselveg we are struggling agasinst the same
aystem patriarchy andl against the Sane dominent
digecourse,"galid & Dutch Feminiect to me.

But I saild "We sare struggling sgainst two dominant
discourses - the one you are struggling azainst and the
one you sre generating. They sre gtrong powerful highly
diggeminated, you flood us. We need to consolidate,
know ocurselves before we join you,

"What iz vour stand? She added "We don't know, We know
it is not only the '"male" nor 1z it "imperislism,
capitalicsm zionism", It 1g something else. We will Ffind
out by desling with it, I =zeiq. "

glving here some qguotations - denoting those with which

illustration of the digtance and the nesrness.

Examples of Distance

"The focus of feminist consclousness 1is the troubled

response to the Male and the low perception of gelf{l}. "

"Feminism has unmasked maleness ag & form of power that
ig hoth omnipotent sasnd nonexistent, an unresl thing
with very real consequences {2}, pp. 29,

"And in 811 this, do we forget thsest we have swallowed
the old paradigmsg, been ralsed in the samne woman—-hating
culture? We ourgselves have lesrned to aggodiste woman
with nature, dark skin with dangeroug knowledge. In =a
part of us, we are afreid of a1l that masculine society
Knowledge. In a part of us, we are afraid of 511 that
masculline society fears, We fear female power, in
ourselves and in others. And we fear separation. We do
not like znother woman to think differently than we do,
We confuse ourselves snd our own integrity with that of
other women, whom we confuse with our mothers, whom we
confusge with nature. That which in society has crested
conditions which imprizon us salso determines the shape



of the disioguse we have beitwesn us, the ghaps oFf Oy
efforts toward liberation,. Just ag soclety hasg
cseparsted the ides of Twomsn' from the ideal of
Hhnowledge!", we cease to he able to accept our own
thoughts, feelings, and gensations as & source of
aunthority. We too, long for an jdeclogy whiech will
aergse our own experience. "{3},

Example of Nearneseg

"What I know from the polilitlecal theory of liberatlon ig
~that where sn old parsdigm exigts, =8 new paradigm can
come into being{il}.

"I helieve fthat we are shaped by circumstance and that
we shape the eircumstsnces around us. In my own mind I
aexperlience the sgsame duslism which hauntg civilization
between paychological thinking snd politicsl thinking.
Yet, I cannot give up either vision, because both to me
sre equally true and experienced aa such avery day,
avaery moment™ {2},

"Feminism standsg in relation to merxism as merxism does o
classicel politicsl economy:its finsal concliusion and
wltimate critique, Compared with marxism, the place of
thought snd things in method and reallity sre reversged in a
saelzure of power that penetrates subject with object and
theory with prasctice, In a dual motion, feminiam turns
marxism inslde out and on itg head{3}. "
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.ANNEXURE - 9

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WOMEN'S STUDIES
CHANDIGARH - OCTOBER 1-l, 1986

ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT BY DEVAKI JAIN

INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL STUDIES TRUST

SECTION I

I am grateful to the IAWS for granting me thisg privilege to
speak at a general geaslion,

I guess I am asked to participate in this panel because I am
aggociated with a procesgs called DAWN (Development Alternati-
ves with. Women for a New Era) - which started in 1984, Today
in thig hall there are many friends who are either part of
the DAWN process o1 are crities of it. I hope they will
ghare this presentation.

I wigh we had some kind of agreed version, ieaflet -
statement answering auestions like - a) what 1is DAWN? b}
who 1g the DAWN group? ¢) can anyone join it? d) what isg

itz idealogy/goals? e) has 1t any future plang?

I had hoped that some guch material would be reasdy before
thig conference - the conference of fers a golden opportunlty
for eriticelly discussing this effort: But no such papers/fo-
lders are ready.

in a way the reagonsg for the lack of literature reflect the
nature of DAWN.There is no real enevrgiging secretariat or
fund. There iz an ohngoing debate on how much 1dentifiable
identity DAWN should assume, how mueh structure, strength in
terms of finance, deciasion making, initiative taking.

The same auestions and dilemmas that face women's groups -

egpecially collectives, - in India are faced by DAWN. For
ingtance, to have structure with all 1ts evilg of funds,
leadershlip power - or to be a loose formation with all ite
drawbacks of again hidden leadership, overload, poor
identity, quick disgsolution? To keep the network open ended
with some conditions for entry, who determines thesge

conditionas? Does thig not make 1t exclusive?



However the DAWN proc¢esgs hag continued to exist, reflecting
not only the commitment of the individual women who First
came together but the responsge, the interest of a section of
women who eave Interested 1in the development sector,

Recently at the World Socilology Congress, geveral of the
initiators of DAWN were present and had elaborated on the
gubject and process by whieh they hoped to carry on their
work,

There 18 a research programme with two themes:
- the women's movement
- the cerisis of development.

The idea la to 1link ongoing researchers, regearch - A
procege of consollidation aggregation, gelf strengthening,
South-South.

The argument and a tentative outline of questiong have been

drawn up after extensive ¢ongultations by 1ndividuals like

Hameedsa Hogeailn of Bangladesgh, Noleen Haeyzer of Malaysia -
and Carmen Barosso and Lourdes Arizpe of Latin America. They

in turn have found partners in individual countries as focal

pointg and I believe Kumud Sharma of CWDE for the women's

movement and Nirmals Banerjee of C3838 for crisgis have

undertaken these roles - so Hameeda tells.

Developing training curricula and spaces for tralning in the
South 1l also a focus of the group, Here the initiative is
from Africs but there are othere here in India and Asla that
will provide the forum.

The process has not undertaken the responsibility of
finaneial espongoring but a communicating, natworking role -
and even those who like Hameeda will play this role world
wide will be doing it voluntarily 1. a, without payment
building whatever needs they have 1like postage etc. into
exizting overheads of gupportive insztitutions. Thug the
procegs 1l a flow of communication are not funding. In

India, post Nairobl, the DAWN book and process has bulit a
network, This network is being nurtured by Sharda Jain and
colleagues at IDS Jalpur,



SECTION II

Having presented the nitty gritty of DAWN, I know 1% would
be incomplete if I did not venture to define DAWN a8 well as
what 13 meant by alternative development, %o this group. T
would 1ilke to use Dr. U, Kalpagam's review of the DAWN Book
in Economle and Political Weekly (EPW Vol. XXI No. 14, April
5 '86, p. 574-576) as a peg to hang a presentation of this
gaction. She has both given the content and the legitimacy
for the endeavour,

I quote

"There 18 Just no other work that articulates

in so clesarly a mahner the links between the

gender lssues and the other macro-structural

issues. The dominant view about the women's

movement, even by some of the leadevrs of

progressive movements, is that the women's

movement ig divisive of working class

movements on the one hand, and on the other,

at least at some peripheral level it ig anti-

men. Such crude and deliberate migconceptions

no doubt peflecteg patriarchical domination,

which domination 1ike all other forms of

domination, the women's movement seeks to

overcome. What is significant from the DAWN

analysis is that unless tThe poor women ' g

perspective is taken into account, no

subgtantial gain can be achieved in efforts

that otherwlse seeks to bring macro-struct-

ural changes. So it ig not that if clags-—-

based domination is overthrown, the gender

subordination would be taken care of

automatically, Just a matter of time and

patient walting. And in preszenting the third

world women's perspective, it has astablished

the plurality of feminism, not only to the

first world women but to educated men of the

third world with half-baked ideas on twomen's

Lib' . "
T9he raises some guestions on  the legitimacy of the Two
Indians Gita Sen & myself in coming together to work on guch
an ambitious project, as well as alleges that 1% had special
1oaves and Pishes - sdvantages to the centre where I work.



A Marxist and Gandhlan, however half baked comling together
to analyse issues of equlty - c¢lassg and gender - geems nore
appropriate to ug than to her asg both ideologies are
basically involved in eqguity - though admittedly their
analysis of causges, and their prescription of method for
regolving the conflict are at great divergence. But sguch
"tension" providez the necegsary condition %o work out
ways/alternatives - 1t ig the feminlgt eritique of Marxism/
Socialiam, the feminilst eritique of Capiltalism of Gandhi, of
Christ that willl set the ztage for creative thinking and new
directiong, I belleve.

On the gquestion of access to more funding for IS8T, the
philosophy of the DAWN process has underlined that thig 18 a
voluntary effort - voluntary in the gense that no individual

member of the inltiating group was pald for "thelr efforts -
no consgultancy. They volunteered this time to DAWN. Secondly
that the energilsing point, fthe focal point would float from
ingtitution to institution perhaps acrogs reglons, g0 that
no ingtitution or individual will become a power centre
either through money or through leadership.

Thus for the short period of 20 monthsg that ISST provided a
gsecretariat, it received gupport from communicationz and
some gtaff galarieg. Thls ended with the +transgfer of the
DAWN secretariat to RIO, Donors have likewise shifted thelir
interest to the new DAWN secretariat az intended,

The DAWN procesgeg made such a gincere effort to implement the
vigion of a feminist way which geeks to disengage 1tzelf
from the usual tracks of institutionsz building which have
been aggocliated with,

I will now tpry to answer some Aifficult quegtions:

WHAT IS DAWN: DAWN 1s an agpiration end not an organisgation.
DAWN is neither a physical formation nor a financial
formation. The DAWN group have defined themselves ag a loosze
formation of women engaged 1n what can be <¢alled a search
for finding a way out of the variocus types of confliets andg
crisisg that are troubling this worid of ours.

Thizs may seems somewhat'poetic but from the very beglinning
the group has shed the inhibition agsainst the dreaming of
dreamg and the desligning of visilons.

The process however of finding this way out begins with a
congolidation of the asnalyais of developnent acrogs class
and gender from different perspectives - the persgpectives




and gender from diffarant pargpaectives - the perepectives
given by ldeoclogiles or frameworks derived from Marx, Gandhi -
religions guch as Christianity, Islam; political systems
such as dictatorships and other formg of regimes, It is
really a discourse but emerging from the poliltical and
cultural context of the developing countries,.

WHAT IS DAWN'S IDEOLOGY: I would venture to suggest that
DAWN is seeking to find the boundaries of an ideology. It is
easy enough to see a problem and to coensolidate information,
to review, to see the error. What 1a difficult is to design

the alternative.

In almost a1l the DAWN consolidations the area of what ig
ealled vision is where the dislogue gets stlcky. Generally,
thepre iz a belief that vislaons and methods would differ and
cannot be defined. Yet some common negative and positive

elemente need to be traced, to be bDuilt, to form some
platform. In the method of finding the new track emphasis 1is
on learning from women — to 1isten and fto build.

A concern has been that the alliances Qouth feminlst have
been with North, 1. @, Vertical. For eaexample, alliances
based on subscribing to socialigm or christianity or
tesbianion or some basic parameters of theory. Even 1f there
are some difficulties of convergence, the 1declogy is to
forge new alliances which are horizontal, with countries of
the South - to share, to build, to train, out of the
dlifflioult contexts in whieh Third world women find
themseleves.,

Again 1f we ave thinking of alternatives, 1t will be wrong
to gay that the &alternative ig an alternative equally
rejecting of capitalism and soclialism, It would be an
alliance of with the socialit Framework but seek alternative
methode and thesge alternatives would emerge from third world
experience. Thus 1t would go behind the rhetoric, te the

empilrical.

SECTION ITIX

I have so far only covered the DAWN effort - however I think
T should depart from that both because I am only describing
an effort to which I belong but not myself and also because
I have my own views on the vision which mey not necessarily
mateh the collective of DAWN.



T think thaet there is an extremely c¢ritical and urgent need
for the women's movement however heterogenocus and differing
an 1te analyticsl frame to identify some of the development
efforts whiech are csusing havoec to poor women and geherate a
form of regponse/resistance on the one hand, as well as
gafeguarding of poor women g interest on the other. This may
look too simple but I believe 1t is urgent in India.

I have algo found women 8 groups however divergent because
of 1deoclogy or clientele can come together when they have an
iggue such as an alternative health programme or a view on
ecologlical devastation and so on. It is necessary to builld
on this posgiblity.

There are 8o many examples of womens who have laild out
alternatives systems sometimes Iin diarying, in fisheries In
forestry, in trade unionisgm and so on, Some consolidation of
this can itself provide perhaps short term strategy but yet

a force.

Another experience I have shows that aeven amongst hetero-
genous women s groupg there 1g some ldentity on methods-
Method of orgsasnigation and implementation though we see many

eracks in some of our efforts in thils direction, I see a

great richness in the dlalogue amongst women such as at the

Rombay conference, Again in a search to find ways out of the

trape which have ogsified or inhiblted ofther mass movements.

Somehow we have to build on this,

Analyeing the experlience of women with development I have
found that there is a strong case for a rehnsailsgance around

theory bullding.

It i8 amazing how pervasgsive are the theoretical conceptis

from whieh almost all analysis 13 derived, We 1in the

developing world, who make so many attempts to unite, e. [

Group 77, NAM, South-South, Poor Countries, Former Coloniles-
to resist the exploltation and +the enslavement which has

become part of the global political economy, however, derive

even our gtrategles for change from the countries that we

are resiating or are dominating us.

This problem or phenomenon ig most crigply stated in an
article by a young Indisn historian., "Oriensalism created the
Oriental:;, - he gays "an enopmougly systematice discipline
was created by which European culture wes able to manage and
evenh produce the orient politically, gsoolologically,
militarily, ideologically, scientificsally and imaginatively



during the pogt-anllightment peplodh, Iin other vopds
whichever politieal theory, we in the developing countries
adopt~ocapitalism or soclalism we cannot move towards
independence becsuse we persuea the same strategles and
gtructures of our masters and therefore necesgarlly have to
depend or 1link ourseives to them,

Why is thiz =o% Because we have neglected deriving a
positive normative theory which legitimlizes ag well asg views
valueg to our own modeg oOfF production, exchange, our owWn
modeg of social organissation and gtratification-our owh
modes of political perticipation.

Th many ways what feminists in the third world are doing 1=
to dismantle not only the concept given to them by western
Feminist but understanding of social and economid¢ processes
that 1s belng given to them by what ig called the dominent
digcourse, classical capiteiist or soclalist frameworks.
They also are in the processg of recongtructing.

As an Indian women-I feel great sadnegs these days that our
country whieh withstood g0 many onsgloughtse of every kind in
the past 1s vioclently agitated right now, secemg ‘to be a
tpauma could lead to the breaskdown of many ingtitutions and
behaviours that have survived =go many shocks.

I firmly believe only women can countrol and deflect this
agitated nation into healing constructive paths, To do that
we heed to bind together and with & common pevspective on
solid moral foundstlons.



AnnexXure

10

ALTERENATIVE DEVELOFMENT FOR WOMEN
BY
. DEVAKI JAIN
PRESENTED AT THE MEDITERRANEAN WOMEN'S STUDIES INSTITUTE
(KEGME), ATHENS -WOMEN'S 2TUDIES SUMMER PROGRAMME.

SECTION I

Alternative to what? Alternative both to theoriles as well as
mechanisme of development as elaborated by capitalism and
soclalisnt.

It is amazing how pervasive are the theoretlcal concepts
from which almost all development strategles are derived. We
in the developing world, who make so many attempts to unite,
e, g, Group 77, NAM, South~South, Poor Countries, Former
Colonles - to resglist the explolitation and the enslavemeant
which has become part of the global political aconomy,
however, derive even our strategles for c<hange from the
countries that we are resisting or are dominating us,

This problem or phenomenon lg most coerlisply gstated 1in  an
article by a young Indian historian. "orientalism created
the Oriental't, - he says "an enormously systematic
digselpline was crested by which Europesan culture wasg able to
manage and even produce the Orlent politically,
sociologlically, militarily, idecliogically, sclentifically,
and imaginatively during the post-Enlightenment period, .
. In evepry case, there is a pradigm derived From the
undersetanding of European higtory in the posgt-Enlightenment
period., In other words whichever political theory, we in the
developing countrieg adopt - capltalism or socialism, we
cannot move towards independence becausge we pursue the game
strateglies and gstructures of our masters and therefore
necessarily have to depend or l1ink ourselves to them.

Why is= this so0o? Becausgse we have neglected deriving a
poglitive normative theory which legitimizes as well ag glves
values o our own modes of production, eXxchange, our oW
modes of soclal organisstion and gstratificstion - our own




modes of political particlipation.

The experlence of women especlislly poor women both as actilve
agents finding or carving a place ffor themsgelves through
survivsel strategiles in thelr soclieties economlies; or  as
thoge who regpond to the stimulus of development in the
developing countriegs offer an enormous fountainhead of
insgspiration, a release of new energies,

Alternative development that we wish to present derives from
thig culture of poOoOr wolen and from the best in the
civilization of South Countries.

If 1t 12 theoretically postulated it can even sghow comnunion
1f not communiecstion, with supporting groups even in the

North Countries, espaecially the poverty sectilons, the
immigrant and the caloured in the North Countries,.
Observing the various forms of goclial, economic and

political processes in our countries, we can identify some
modes of production whicech are not only the predominant
modes, but the strengthening of which could in fesct provide
a new form of organlisgsation of production and exchange giving
us certain positive vsalues: -

e. £. Self-rellant (g a pogitive, and opposite of
dependence on foreign countries)

e. £. Congervation of resources

e, . Pecentralization of economicec and soclal power

Examples/Tllustrations: Self-employed workers may look like
'informal' or marginal workers and self employment a
primitive mode, Yot self-employed namely production and
aexchange by individuals and families are the primary
predominent persons in the production andgd exchange syastem
especially in Asile, Africa ‘ and Latin America.

We see them selling processed food, garments on the streets
of Bangkok, Manila, Bangladesh and India. They sre central,
not marginsl., Modernization, it 1s said, is to put them into

factories and organisge them into large irade unions - once
again adding to concentration of economic power and
hierarchies. ‘

Is there an alternative?

On another definlition of modernigsation 1t could he sgald thet
small secale decentralised production with arrangements guch




that the interest of the workers is safeguarded and
producers are linking whenever necessary could be a suiltable
form of organisation for our countries.

Other il1ssues to be explored are (1) famlly Dbuszginess;
(11) alternative production, and exchange systemsg; (141}
alternative arrangements for workers and; (1lv) new economics
based on poor women's sirategies.

Anh important example is from Africa, The recent African
experience of sgtarvation is snalysgsed as belng the result of
the neglect of the fact that in African culture, ownership
wag nhot an important issue, and African women were food
producers, Development, formalisation of land ownerghip
commercial market and for export. Graduaelly, Africa lost out
and as we heard recently Africa is exporting proteins while
Africa 18 starving.




BEECTION II

DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN TROUBLESOME - WHY®

Interegting 41llugtrations of the inequity of development
from all regionsgs of the world hasg emerged from wvarious
analyses done of the impact of development policies on poor
women., (2,3, 4)

Each morning az we resd the paper, we gee reports Ort the
destruction of spaces that poor people ocQuUpyY through some
intervaention 1in the name of technologlical progress op
economice growth oy international reputation,

Recently there has been much disgcussion on the plight of
figherfolk of Tamll Nadu, Kersls and Kernataka 1in India ag a
result of Fisherieg Development Projectg. Earlier, there
have been reports of the strugegles of the poor to have
accesgs to thelr foregts for both fueldwood and food and
work, and the greed and the need of forest based large scale
industry. We hear of resistance to large irrigation works hy
those whose landsg get waterlogged or are overrun Dby the
canals whiaoh take water for other pecple, (5,6,7)

In each ¢sase, the struggles of the poor for getting their
territory has been seen ag in the come way resistance to
modernisation, to the inevitable structurail changes that sre
part of improving the standard of Living of the countpry.

Little 1is it reslised, however, that the space -
geographical area as well ag metaphoriecal - that ig occoupiled
by Tthe poor is not only legitimate, but sensible, regource

gaving and relevent product releasing. This encroachment of
their territory will land the country in s=zitustions of
dependence, crisis and confiict,

Let us taske two exXxamples of the impact of development,
potential and actual, one in Gujarat and one from Karnsataks,
with all the implicationg for an alternsative s=strastegy.

1. SEWA, or the Selr Employed Women's Assoctlation,
hesdguarters in Ahmedabad is a trade union with a current
membersghip of ahout 20,000 plus. Amongst itg members are

vegetable vendors who hsave traditionally {over 20 years,




even 50 yesrs for some) gat in a square e¢alled Manekchowk.

Thelr customers apre usually women on foot - lower
middleclass and working clagss women and men.,
In the name of traffic efficiency, the municilpaliity wanted
to clear the Chowk of the vendors - for whom? For a (AR PARK

for customers who have carsg; buslnessmen who have =zhops 1in
the chowk, Sewa through Satyagrasha and the Supreme Court,
forced the Municilpelity to withdraw their plan, Basgic
argument: the vendorsg had more leglitimatacy in occcupying the
place than the built shopkeepers., They were poor and this
wag thelr livelihood. Bagically a legal and a moral
srgunment. However, 1n taking the argument further they found
that city planners, architects never made gpace for these
small self employed working class traders who were central
to the clty's economy. They were alwayg "eviocted" fto non-
commerclal aress, They had a seminar teo disecuss designing of
clties and finally changes of curricula in city planning and
schools of archiltecture,

2. Tadri in North Kanara, Karnataka, India is basically a
fishing aresa where a project 1s being implemented whose main
goal 1Is improving the guality of the community along with
income growth through greater production and ssle of fizh., A
survey revealed that the project  design including modern
mechanised bosts would (&) over-harvest the ocean (lesding
to killing +the googe that 1s laying the golden egg s8=g has
happened in Kerala) (h) prevent thousands of women from
accegs to fish on leanding - for itrading purpose. Thus they
would lose their source of 1livelihood, and (o) prevent
villege households in the interior villages from fish
consumption asg thesge trading women also vend the filsh by
carrying head loads housge to house on foot sometimes walKing
10~15 kilometres s day.

Further, the filshing community traditionally preservesg the
fish by SALTING, then sending even to villages in
Maharashtra. Salted fizh lasgtsg 1in all types of weather, The
cold storasge fish perishes the moment it is removed from
lee, Thus 1t becomes a commodity for selling and buying only
for the refrigerated clags.

What a2 price to pay for what? More fish for cold gstorage and
export tcec Bombay and abroad. A kill for the large trader
while local fisherfolk would be reduced to labourers for the
contractorg and traders,




This ig the culture of production and exchange of the poor.
Development dislocates this and leasves them with nothing.

Thegse examples may look like emerging from a mixed caplta-
listlie economy like 1India, and not socialigt countries,

Analysgis of the history of Eastern European countries, of
China and Cuba (9, 10, 11) show that while women hsve been
glven security in termsz of place in the wage labour market,
the other parameters of autonomy which have to be provided
through soclal and political intervention are yet to come,
They also show forms of dependence and trade off baetween
communities, their cultural continulity, history and the
needs of rapid 'modernisstiont'. The gocialisgt countries
gtruggle to Keep up with the capitalist countries isg in
itgelf an indication thst these two parite of the world are
after =similar goals.

What 1z the way?

In a word, the other way is learning from the poor, allowing
thelir owh dynamice to function but at s much legs dehumsnis-
ing level of living than they are at pregent,. Thiag may
look gimple minded snd may look like begging the dquestion.
The usual argument 1ig that to improve the level of living we
need growth, and growth ecreates structurel imbalance whether
in goclalilist or capiltalist countries. In these procegseg,
some sacrifies, sre made, It is presumed, Iin the socilalist
countries, the sacrifice is made by the property owners and

in caplitalist countries, by the working clags,
in this alternative development programme, what ig
challenged is the very process as well ag the goals. The

level of 1living ig a concept, but not the same asg indicated
by per caplits income,

Most reveolutiong talk of gtructural change - usually basead
on production and its ownership and organisstion, linked to
alageg and its relation limited to power relatlons, The alter-
native path slso requires a structursasl change, but in our.
views, our values, conceptual and implementing procegsges,

The firgt step in my view 1s the acceptance of a philoszophy
based on pergsonal ethics-~gtrong self confident individuals,
The gecond ig identification with poor - learning from the
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