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•1.1 One of the interests of the Employment Emergency Schemes
Unit, Employment and Development Department of the ILO is to
investigate the impact of public works and other emergency
employment schemes on rural women, in order to develop some
recommendations to be canvassed with Governments with respect
to the condition of such women.

From the findings of such investigations it is then hoped
to develop policy recommendations/guidelines by which the
condition of women on such schemes can be ameliorated.

This study of the women affected by the Maharashtra
Employment Guarantee Scheme, Maharashtra State, India is one
such investigation.

1.2 The Department spelt out some of the aspects they were
interested in. The Institute then designed its study, whose
aims were modified after a field trial period of three months.
This sequence of aims is given in Volume II, Chapter I.

Summarized, the aims of this study are:
To assess\the impact of such an employment scheme oh;

to scan the environment to see if there was any
machinery which was supporting women's interests
currently.

To develop recommendations by which the scheme could be
made more suitable to the kind of women who participated
in it.

a)

b)

c)

ii) With
a)

b)

Wom~n's work: Type of work, nature of availability,
hours, wage payment systems, physical load.
Women's domestic/household life: costs in terms
of health of self, others in the family, gains.
Workers' social/extra household behaviour and
participation.

this knowledge;
to assess the designing and implementation of
the scheme - its appropriateness, given women's
needs and constraints



The details of the methodology with which the
investigation was conducted is given in Volume II,
Chapter 5, (which was also submitted as part of Progress
Report 2).

Eight work sites scattered in three districts of
Maharashtra were visited between June 1978 and January
1979. Chart I gives the breakdown in terms of type of
work etc. Data was collected or identified from
official sources - Planning Commission, Census, Maharashtra
Government, State/District/Taluka/ Site level as well as from
the Institute's field survey. Questionnaires were canvassed
(see Appendix 7, Volume I), at all these levels. Women

were interviewed with Schedule VI covering 86 aspects of
their socio-economic condition and attitudes.

Some of these sites were visited twice during the
Pilot Field Study and during the formal Field Study,
(see Volume I, Appendix 4 and 5). They were visited by
a field officer, a woman economist working for a development
agency and a team of interviewers recruited locally for
each district, mostly students and social workers (see chart 2
giving names of those who did field survey).

80 of the women were interviewed while on the site,
but 100 were interviewed in their homes after work. They
did not appreciate being interviewed on site as it reduced
the gang's output, 'cutting into their collective earning
capacity. The profile of those interviewed is given in
Chart 3. Twenty three were sugar cane migrant workers.

The sample covered several variations such as district
and nature of work differences, single and mUltiple occupations,
asset ownership etc., (described in Methodology of field
survey Volume III).

Discussions were also held with official and non-official
spokesmen/women of the scheme at Central, State, District,
Block and Site levels. (See Appendix I, Volume I).

A similar scheme which recently started operating in
Karnataka (another State in Southern India) was also visited to
check some of the hypothesis that were emerging from the .
sites (Appendix 2). .
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