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INTRODUCTION Co -

Scope - © 1.1 This paper presents the results of a household survay
conducted if 6 villages, 3 in Bharatpur Distt. of Rajasthan
and 3 in Birbhum Distt. of West Bengal between September,
1976 and December 1977.

I..E A ere-fest Eeusierleid survey.wae .eenducted in one village,
BMululk, in Bholpur Distt. for 2 menthe - ]'uly and August 1976 -
previous-to the major survey. :

Hypothesis - 1.3 _;'.I‘:he' hyeethesie' en the basis ef which this study was under-
. — - taken was that femaie work partlci.patmn in India was undar-
_ em.merated because of the nature of female werk and wage .

Objective 1.4 1} The' pr.mmary ebjeetwe of I:he Study was to test this
.hypethesls
. _ Ai) A second objective was to try to identify the various

_ "dete:mmente of female Labeur supply.

ilf) A-third was to re-group preductive and non-productive
activities and define gainful activity on the basis of
the evidencs.

1.5 “However &s the study went along many additional issues as
- “well as information was thrown up~which both widened and

" feduced the scope of the invastigation. Some of these
changes will be reflected m the findlnge reported later in

this paper.
Criteria; 1.8 g Clusters of 3 villages were selected in two districts
for selec~ - - -:-. - . -representing two agro-cHmatic characteristics: - dry
ticn of L __:;_mlllet farming in Rajasthan and wet paddy cultivation
villages o .'in West Bengal. 3 were s&lected as being a minimum

sample’ for attempting an estinjate for “the- dLstnet.

‘bl Dis trizts were chosen on the basis of reiatwe back—-
" Wardneee in terms of unemployment rates wlthin the
tWo states ; the tehsils were chosen to reflact
"ruralness", - as remote as possible from towns, main
rodds, access ; the villages were selected to cluster
around one nucleus NS8O village from the 27th reund
sample.



Sampling

1.

Design

1.

1.8

3

€} An additional criterion was introduced to capture -
variations that may emerge from ethnicity and/or’
rehglen Thus, oné of the sample villages in Rajasthan

is. 100 per cent tribal; and one .in West Bengal is a{mest
100 per cent Muslim

d) Preximity {rom supervisory control was another reason

for clioosing Bharatpur end Bhelpur in the first place
end ‘Birbhum later 2.7 i

One village in Bhiolpur Didtrict, Muluk was selectad for
a trial of the observed recording of time methodology. Fuil

‘repert on Muluk is appended (Appem:hx:ﬁ*. Five house-:

holds eelected on the basis of ecenemic class {landless
middle-and rich peasant} were ‘surveyed for 2 months, with

Tive visits, each of twoe consecutive days. The fmdmge _

6f. this survey provided the basis for the stratlfieetlen
plan for the longer 12 menth survey.

& census of househonlds was xeenducted' by the survey team

‘with the help of the NS5O field staff in both regions, using

the usval questicnnaire method. {Quesnenneue in metho-
dology eppendlx]

A 15 per cent sample of the househsld population in sach
village was gselected with the sample bemg weighted in
favour of poer households. (pmxy for economic glass being
land holding). The total sample size was 127 households,
of which 52 were in the Re]asthan vllleges and 75 in the
Waest Bengal villages.

This additional characteristic was introduced in response to the eevi'c:e of
' Pr. Surjit-Sinha, former Vice-Chancellor of Viswa- Bharati University.

The study was mu.i.elI:,-r te he a eelleheratlve effort between Dr. -Ashok Rudra

and us. Since Dr. 'Rudra wWas leeatecl at Shantiniketan, a district near Vigwd
Bharati was chosen. Slmllerly Bharatpur is within 4 hours of Delhi.
However, due to unavoldable reasons Dr. Rudra had to leave Shantiniketan

at that Lime.

The further progress of the study, its methodology as well as

its findings , do not have the benefit of his advice. Y

Thig field work was. entirely designed and executed by Dr. Ashok Rudra
( Viswa Bharati University) and Rekha Roy.



Investigators

Mode of
investigation

Categories
of rasults

Limitations

4

';:lﬂ Two female graduates conducted the survey in Rajasthan

and three in West Benga!. They were given a free style
ques-nonnalre: with time in half howr intervals in one column
and anorher colunin for free recording of activities as

.observed (see Appendix 1 for schedules and activity lists).
- The field staff was located in the villages for a period of
. 52 weeks.

1.11 The mode of invesr.igation'was_ cobservation and not recall.

Each selected household was observed on twe consecutive
days, when the activities of every member of age 5 and
ahowve were recorded for a period of 15 hours, 65.00 a.m. to
9.00 a.m. Clearly observation was not ¢ontinuous since

the investigators needed time for physiolegical neads. Such
small gaps ix cbservation were filied by quastioning through
recall. The frequency of observation of each sampled housa-
hold was ence in two months f.e. six times during the 52
wesk cycle.

1.12 Ihéugh tor testing under-enumeration hypothesis, only the

intensive observed-activity recording and regrouping survaey
results are useful, the results of the data obtained from
the usual guestionnairs method are zslso given here, as they
are indicative of some of the characteristics of females and
child workers . '

1.13 Hence the results presented below are divided into 3 parts :

i) The results from the census of houssholds in the six
villages conducted by us i.e. data for 869 households,
tabulated from a questionnaire canvassed on the house-
haolds just once namely in the last quarter of 1976 ;

i) The results of the more intensive survey conducted only
on 127 households - recorded 6 times per housshald
over 52 weeks by resident investigators. ;

i1} The results of the survey of 5 households in Muluk village,

recording time spent by individual members, five times
par household over 8 weeks, sach time for two consecu-
tive davs.

1.14 1) The sample of households being extremely smail -

a} comparison with secondary data becomes tenucus ;

b} inferences about behaviour/relationships cannot
be genefalised.



2)

Gertam field problems had to be accommodated _
and rules of thumb - designed to sort them out as for

B 'example recordmg“nf activities of dlspersed members
' -‘--=ﬁf househcﬂd not fnrrnallg.r emplc:yed

: : :%]_.: -

Dther useful data such as iocal labour market factors

~ “Vincluding payment sysfems : physical outputs, incomes

g 'Ffsight

of farms and/or households Were not collected as their
value for this study hecame apparent only with hind -
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VILLAGE SURVEY- (1976} QUESTIONNAIRE METHOD. .

As wce have s:‘;ud in Secti-:m I, whlle the mal,n purp:rse cf the study
was to collect time allocation data, the census of all hcuseholds

s (ﬁpgendm I- Mathodolagyl Yl&ld&d som&msight whj.t;:h belped
-.’in the interpretation of the time allocation dafa. Hence some’

. tables and comments pertaining to that survey are given below .
(A profile.-of the districts,the villages,.their. pcpulatmn as de-

.. -rived i.r{'-m our fleld survey and the census is given in Appendu-: 1) .

Table 2.1 gives participation rates for West Bengal aﬁd Rajasthan,

‘the sample districts and villages from the decennial census as
: well as.the village survey [ISS E?E] and the rate derived from

the Limg Ld:._sggs_itiqn study. Lo
Table 2.1: Percentage of gamful.l}r emplcyed malesf’females to
+% tatal males/females

“I8§"Census  Time Dispo-

oo 1s8l 1971 1376 sition study
M _ T M T M F M F
Rajasthaf 5¢ 36 52 10 .- 7 - - -
Bharatpur 58 23 51 4 .7 - - -
(Etrampura 63 68 53 0 58 47
 Mehtoli™ 77 80 30 53 0 _54)54 40}a6 70* 71%
_ Chentoli  ~ 52 60 51 ‘4 53) 7 s0) '
“iWest Bengsl 54 "9 49 5 - 0 - - -
Birbhum . .:-..52 9 489 5 - - -
Selarpur 60 7 s9, 15 53} 120 - -
Thebgeon &0 1 41 2 58)54  4)7F g9* 29
Kuifa . 53 0 56 z . 51} 3 - -

* I-‘J.g'urea represeut the awerage partlca.patmn ratas for the three

. vﬂ.lages

. All calculations a.re the percentage of gainfully employed males/
‘females to total males;"females in the pﬂpulatmn



« [t will also be noticed from Table 2.1 that there is a very large
difference-betweern the FFRS of the two States.  &n aftempt will
- be made to explore this net enly because it was one of the ohjec-
_ tives of the IGSSR_study but also because this exploration providas
.- some Indights in'_idantif?ing" reasons for under<enumération.

2.3 In Table Z.2°comparison with' a few more States is made, the
¢ additional 4 Stdtes being chosen ok the assumption that Machya
* Pradesh and Bihar are ‘closer” in dgro<climatic typology to Rajas-
" than; afd Andhra Pradesh and Orissa to-West Béngal. We find
" that 'there is arr “EasternRegion® phenomena. Orissd, Bihar and
“West Bengal have lower FPR relative td Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh.

LS

Table 2 2 Percentage of rural femalss working according to
e 7 current day status to tdtal female of age 5 years
and abeove for all-India and certain-Stams . @

S o S N oy i T . . S T i

_ All India CLosreroc 23

SN st Bengal - 0 g
- Orissa e 17
Bitiar- - - e g
-~Rajasthan . " e 3B
Madhya Pradash . a3 _
" Andhra Pradesh . 34

Sn.urce Stut':lfuﬁepcn_; Based on NSS 32_1'1_;:1 Round_[],-_ﬁﬂ?_?:?ﬂ}
" Survey Results on Employment and Unemployment

.mads by FAQ Part I, Page 66, Table 20, Reference I.

- Figures rounded to the nearest decimal.™ """

2.4 It can be observed that the participation rates derived from our
‘Census were not always higher than those derived from the 61
census in spite of the fact that female investigators canvassed
the schedule. Howewver, the participatich rates derived fom the
time disposition studies data were higher, the difference being
particularly marked for the females in the West Bengal villages.

2.5  Can this behaviour be related to crop? Table 2.3 gives FPR
figures for rice intensive districts in the same 5 States (1861).



‘o

Figures for Bihar and Drissa are-near 15 perl:Ent. whsreaﬁ West

- Bengal E!--_i:hél't:val:;I;'r Andbra 24. percent Madhya Pradesh 33 ‘per-

cent. This relative closeness of West Bengal to Dn_,_s_sa and Bihar
even though West Bengal still has an extremely. low FPR, leads
tc the view that whatever tha c:mp the FFPR-in that regmn I.E low.

Table 2.3 Partlc:lpatmn Rates in Rige Intenswe DlEtElCLE 1951

o e . o 2 . e e et e e

State District . Male -Female
Weast Bengal Boeds o= 55 g "
3 - Bardwan - .54 T -G
Qrissa Bl .. _Z7
- Sambalpur 65 - 40
Bihar . - 56 27
. Shahbad 83 o
Madhya Pradesh U 44 -
' B Raipur B2 - o 53 o
Andhra Pra-i:l_&sh I - § '
' W. Godavarl _ 63 - ~32

—— T T ——— L ————— e T — Ty S g L e M e W WL W WL S W e . e v T e W . —————————

- Source - C‘a_ansus 1861 figures rounded to the nearest de&;i.mal_'.

. From the 3Znd Round s-.peci'a-t::téhulations s:c-rne clues emerge." |

Table 2.4 shows West Bengal females are much less visible in

. manual work in agriculture-; but very visible in non-agriculture

compared to Bihar or Orissa females (see Cel. 7 and 12).

On the other hand they are like their Bihar/Orissa sisters in 'pre;
ferring work at home relative to Madhya Pradesh or Rajasthan
women (Table 2.5).



.!'.]:?able 2.4 Percentage distribution of person-days per day of rural females of age 5 years and '
' abowve worklng as. qelf-employe::l by type of operatipw for all-India and States

?ﬂl_l-lndta{ Plou- Sow- Trans--Weec_l-— Har- _Dth_er Non- Agriculy Manual Non-' mm.
‘Hrate/ ghing lug ~ plant- Ing vest- manual manual ture - . work In manual  agflcul- Total
Union | ing 3 ing- work In workin BSub-  non- . work In- Lire
Territory _ S ' ~ ' agricul- agricul- Total agricul= nor~ - Sub-

ture - ture ture agrlcul— Tﬂtal

- B ture
!r_________.,u_____,____.,.._.__....___.__—-..--——.-..____..-----.———.-_-___--..._—_-__.....__._...______.,_______________"_'_ __________

1 2 3 2 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

West . . B o .
Bengal 1.22 0.d4B 5.8 3.17 B.qﬂl 21.00 - 7.56 43.75 43,06 .- 7,19 _ 50,25 100
Brissa .64 2.28 7.57 3.56 9.99 43,27 | 2.75 71.06  27.07 1.87  28.34 100
Bihar 3.27 1,34 7:S1. §.03 14.67 37,39 5.93 78,14 ° 19.51, 2.35 © 21.86 100
Rajasthan 1.01 0,66 1.30 5.90 11.33 74.59 1.44 96.23 3.30 0.477  3i77 100
Madhya Lt W - o o | o
Pradesh 2,04 0185 1,21 114,92 21.07 48.79" 4.34 94.22 4,14 164 578 100
Andhra Do S o . _ : . . .
bradesh  1.00 1,43 4,78 .23 11.00 40.36- 3722 71,02 23.78 5,20 . 28,98 100
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Table 2.5 Percentage of Rural Females N'E::rmailf Enéaﬁed"'in

domeskic Duties Awvailable for work , if work is
pmmded at ther.r resldances for all Indla and
Gertam States

All ages.
All India - " 23 .
West Bengal 27
Crissa . 26
Bihar ’ . - 31
Rajasthan - - 18
Madhya Pradesh : g
Andhra Pradesh 25

Source : Reference I, Page 103, Table 38.

,_.,x_._Dce.s thi.s natt&m of low appearance in thes xdEntJ.flable or tradi-
Ll.;:mallg defmed labour force change across classes ? In our

village survey J:lata Table 2. E{a]{b] it will be nutlce.d that.while
iand does not affedt male participation very much in Rajasthan,

- it is a significant factor for females in Rajzsthan and males in
© Wegst Bangal {In. fage. thmughout the study this. gtrange similarity
.__:haractensu.cs hetween— female: labour in Rajasthan and male labour
" .in"West Bengal persist, especially markedly in children}. The FPR
. in Ra}&sthan and MER in West Bengal amongst landIESE is greater

than .average ganeral partmlpatmn rate.

Table 2.63 Work Participation rates by land classes & sexes in the

surveyed villages {(Census of Households - Villages {3}
19?6 Gensus . .

Rajasthan {October 19?5

e —h—— v ———— T e - T v —— —— ———— Sy S o — - —

Operated land Work Participation Rates
{nbighes) . Males . - Females. -» + . General
Landless B7.0 74.1 - 70.5
0:l- =2 699 47.4 58.5
2-5 67. 0- £7.4. 67.1. -
5 - 10 67.5" 57.5 - 63.1
10-15 66.5 53.79 61.3
15-20 50. 9 §2.1 5I.1
~20 63,7 . 52.0 59,6



2.9

2,10

2.11

2,12

~even more than its neighbours, Orissa and Bihar,”

11

———--——q.—-————-——-—-—--—-.—-—--———.——.-—-—-.-———-.--—-—-—_..-—_—-.——_-—_._—_.__._.—_——_.——

Operated lapd = - Work Participation Rates
{in acres)  Mailes Fém'é_lgs B o Ganeral
Laridless - 70.8 3.6 ' 33.0
H::-me_*sdtead only 79.2 4.5 ' 40.2
EI.I--l_' 69.3 2.5 . i 36.7
1-2 56.5 6.0 - 30.2
3.5-5.0 56.9 - 4.6 - 29.3
Siﬂ_?us "15-9 - 1 a - 23-3
7.5 - 10.0 38.1 4.3 20.4
=10 50.0 0.0 25.0

——.-._-—.-—-—_—_.—_._.__-.-._—_._..__—._.__.-_.—.___-...__—.-_-...__———._._._-.._._-.-.——__.-

It appears that in the Eastern Region the dominant reason for low
FPR is not so much the agronomy and other economic factors, o
of measurement failure but some cultural modes ‘inthibitien’ dgainst -
women'working like men". West Benga! exhibits "ih'isi"i:.i_:.]{ijﬁ_i'ticn

‘In Rajasthan the FPR moveas steadily inversely tﬁz"'l_and' p'Wneféhip

class, wheraas MPR does not show this effect. Finally among

‘landless, FPR is greater than MPFR. The pressure of landlessness

Rowever does not seem to bring cat females in Wast Bengal into
the easily-identified workers categories. What they are”doing
under this pressure, namely more intensive workin Househoid
chores, comes out better in time allocation study section, though
the sample iz foo small to generalise. . '

The importance of income or asset in determining FPR alsc emer-
ges strongly in the FAO Study (Ref. 1) though it finds income more
powerful than land (Table 2.%and 2.75). .

Notice strong inverss relationship he‘tw_een parcentage femalas
engaged in free collection and income levels - poor Women , ara

competed to go in for free collection whereas as they.get.better off
they do sewing/taiforing, tutor children {col. 4 and col. 5).

Land possessed (Table 2.7 does not move inversely as neatly

with Col, 2, though the association in Cal. 3 and 4 of haalth
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Table 2.7a 'Percentage c.-f females engaged i rural India
Y carrying Sut the differerit speclfled activities

to total females engaged in domestic duties

by household mﬂnthly per capita expendltura
i 'class )

L ——— —— e —.-—.——__-—--————.—-—'--————:———-—-——:—————-—-—-

Hcf;ﬁ.s:é.hi'::ld monthly Free Workmg Se wmg, Tutor- Brmgmg

per capita expendi- coliec-in kitchen tailor- ing of Water
ture (Rs. 0.00 = tion _ garden or ing or Child- from other
Glass} HH poul- weaving ren Villages
try etc '

0.06 - 9.99 - . 56.17 _3u;&n-' - - -5.96'
10.00 - 18.98 63.26 30.44 4,14 0.50 0 3.96
éULGﬂ”-_EE_Qﬁﬁ- 53.71  28.45 4.38  0.58 .. '4123';
30.00°- 39.99° 4685 29.09 4.43  0.57  ° 3.76
10.00°- 49.99° ~ 41.63  20.47 7.39° 0.76 3.4
50:00°- £9.99 - | 37.19  32.00 947 1.17 2.32
70.00 - 99,99 . 31.46  33.30 10.68 1.36 3.38
100.00 - 149.99 24.89 33.00  13.00 2.12 °  2.64
150.00 ~ 199.99-  24.16 35.16 - 16.88- 2,32 = 2.95
200.00 & above 18.32  36.50 16.8¢ 2.63 2.10

Total _ 37,09  31.55 9.38  1.19 03.37

—_— . ————— —— ——— ————

—— i e e o o e T o —— - .
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Table 2.7b  Percentage of females in Rural India Carrying
. out the different specified activities to total = |
- females engaged in domestic dulies by house~
" held land Possessed classes*

_-.---___——.—_—.-.-..__—.-_-._—-——_..__—-——_—.—_.—--_-_.—_———_—.——_--_-——.—_-—.——-_--——_-_...

—.——-_-———_--———-———._.-—u.——._._.----.—.—-_-_——._-_-.-.—-—-——-_——-———

“Houssheld land - Free  ‘Working - Sewing, - -Tutoring - Bringing
pPossessed class’™ collec-" in kitchen 'Tgi_il::_:ring of chil- Water from

(acres 0.00) ~ “tion” garden or  or Weav- dren opther
C oy et - L

_——__——..-..—_-—.——_—_———--———-_-_-—-———_-—-—-—_.-_-—-—.——-—.——.—__——.—._--——-.--.-_-.——_..—.._

0.00 without
ownad home-

stead 28.25  11.71 5.43  2.46 - -1.89
0.00 with
owned home- _ _
stead. 39.41 17.60 5.85- 0.38, - . 4.8%9.
0.01-0.49 41.93 24,76 9.03  1.19. .: 3.12:
0.50 - 0.99 46.71-  35.67  7.32  o0.88  2.39
1.00-2.49 - 40.34  33.78. .07  1.13. - 3.24 .
2.50 ~4.99 . 36.27  35.36  10.11:  1.30 . .3.11--
5.00 - 7.49 31.94-  34.66 11.29 . 1.25  3.64
7.50 - 9.99  30.98  36.00 11.09.  0.96.  3.22.-
10.00 ~14.89  28.00  33.47  10.38 1,13 . 4.74
15.00-19.89  27.05  32.55 101 1.1 5.53
20.00 & above 24,61  31.64 - a-'.-_"as-- 1.58 412
Total 37.09  31.55 . 9,38 1.19- - 3.37--

——-—-.-.—.---—-—-—_..--_—._.—.--—..—.—_—_—.——_-——_--.--_——.—_—.-—q. S .t e .

* Table 33 from page 97 and Table 34 from page 98.
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-and kitﬁhén gardening, sewing persists. Col. 5 is inexplicdable.
-Many other surveys .{ Hartt Hayami; Migreavey et al) #31:2) have
pointed ok the inverse rejaticnship between assets/income and
FFR-. - . L, . . . -

To retur then o the qj.iestion-posed in para 2.3 it appears_..there
is some kifd of strong cultural mode operating in the "Eastern

Regipn" - as grouped by us, that is West Bangal, Bihar and
Orizsa; with West Bengal showing these ¢haracreristics more

- acutely than: in.-the other two. This cultural mode tends to inhibit

women from taking up work-styles which are similar to men in the

. Eastemn Region.. The term work-style is used as it is not merely

a case of sex ssgmentation in activities, as Rajasthan lahour is
also sharply sex sezgmented as will be seen in Section 3, but

" also whether: they work-outside house; or for others. than self or

own family, as well as are willing or unwilling to accommodats
 certain cultural-expectations e.g. tedious home processing of

B .ﬂ&iL}F f.md - -".:'_'- o LoL T

But such.a statement cannot-fully absolve the other two faciores -

- . the damand side, i-e. D;':-pi:_rrtunity for gainful work , the market

pull, norpan it abselve measureament failure.

While given the small sample and the meagre knowledge we have
of the region, thismay be more in the form of speculation, it
appears as if - there is a relative lack of opportunity for employ-
ment in the profile of the West Bengal villages, compared to the
Rajasthan villages. It will be seen in Section 3 that even males
in these villag:zs have less than a days work. There seem few
options to the poor - for scraping together a [iving. In the Bharat-
pur sample villages therz ar: no landlass. Land is of such poor
quality that it has not much valuz. But everyona owns some, and
finds some "allied" activities to scrape together a living. Not so
in th= Bhirkbhum sample villages.

There secems to be a marked difference between the two sample
districts in the characteristics of poverty and unemployment,
espacially as seaen from the point of view of options available
for govercoming aither condition. This regional characteristic has
been recorded by others. What is being suggested here is that it
would have its influence on the FPRs too.

* ratterns of Household/labour allocation'in a Javanese village
Gillean Mart.
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1t is _pmhably true to saytthat in a generally low opportunity market,
females would ‘have: less opportanity than males., . But it is also
true that'in'many cases even where there is Jow CRPOrtunity, fe-
males find ways and means to grasp a subsistance, find some
means of self and family survival - outside formal avenues, bahind

" doors, under tha ostensibly available, ~They usually.cannot. give

up-and sit'back. They will ig other. words make an opportunity whare
there is none.” .. . S : .o

This comes out sharply in the. large.percentage. offemales-engaged
in free collectién in Table 3. in West Bengal. -It also comes out
sharply in the activity recorded of landless. women: ifi-our sample
(see Saction- 3). . o . ww e e

The relevance of this ‘still risky statement here is thar it indicates
measurement failure. - It indicates that where females {or males or
children) do not have 'public' identifiable ‘participation ingainfu)
activities, the measurement (enumeration) through. questionnaire
aven if done by famales, is not adequate. They may not be employed
but they have'a means of livelihoed. They may not be sesking work)
or willing to accept werk except of certain kinds., suitable to cultu-
ral inhibitions. But the more orthodox these inhibitions, meore invi-
sible they are in statistics (Ref.3 '
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TIME ALLOGCATION DATA ( Obsarvation Method )

As mentioned sarligr and in greater detail in Appendix I resident
female investigators recorded time spent by all membears of household
above 5 "as they observed" through the chronology of a day of 1S
hours on 2 consecutive days six times over the vear. On an average
ovar the 52 week period taking both States it is estimated that 40-45%
of the recorded time was on. recall and the rest ochserved,

It is possible that there are certain biases in recording &.9. over—
emphasis of home-based economic and non-sconomic activities, or
recall data being "habituated” . Bul since the same house was visited
only after B weeks the possibility of "habituated” recording by the
investigators was limited. The data was coded into 42 activities
(Master Gard/codes in Methodology Appendix I} and computerised

and various tables derived according to the study objectives.

Table 3.1 presents again a broad spectoum of data on participation
rates from secondary and primary sources; as well as areac(State/
Village/Sample households) levels. The definitions and denominators
are such that calculations are comparable(See note on Table in
Metholological Appendix).

The last column of this table is computed from gruubi.ng cbserved
activities of all members of sample households involved at least in

one hour, in each of the six rounds in gainful activity i.e.
NSSO 0-71*, (Ref.7)

What is striking iz Row 2 and Row 5, that is percentage galnfully
active male population. Whatever the method of investigation,
Decennial Census, NSSOQ, 27th or 32nd Round, whatever the area
or level of estimation State or viliage or sample households, the
figure for males in Rajasthan remains arpund 89-90%, and for West
Bernigal inkthe range of B1% o 93%.

1uﬂa-rl-nereas_.fJ'.ngn.u'es for females and children vary according to methodo-
logy used; from 15% to 98% in the case of Rajasthan females and 2%

to 62% for Wast Bengal: 6 to 56% for Rajasthan children and 3% to
45% for West Bengal children. '

The obvious iniference is that the gainful activity of females and

children - the tasks thev engage in, its location do not get into the

il e
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Tablz 3.1 ; Work Partiélpatinn Fatos

Sacondary Data @ The States ' . Prirnary Data ; The S‘elected Villages
""""""""""""""""" R T T T S
Census Gensus NS5 27R NSS 32R 188 NSS/ISS 32R © Time Disposition

1961 1971 '72-'73 _'77-'78__ Cenkus. __1577 L 197677

m 1976 . I:i:l, "l:‘i._i'_;l':

T e T e R L A e iy R i ——— e —

© Adults (15-59)

Eajasthan : _ _ . :
1} Person. 81 5% - 71 a3 2 I <6 ‘ 87
2) Males : G5 92 a0 B9 ° 489 89 a0, 83 94
3} Femalgs 64 15 . 66 52 75 71 - - 49 . 98 g0
© Weast Bangal : _ ' o - o .
4} Person 56 48 - s2. 72 ‘s1° s8 71 62
s) Males . .90 B4 g1 . 87 87 a1 9] 971 B 53
6) Females ' 19 8 . ¢ 17 15 - 57 10 - 12 C B2 34
Children - . o L -
(0-14) e SR
7) Chlldren . 1S - 16 LEen.od- cer U280 4. 34 . 56
8) Males, . 16 8 T T T 28 14 20 . 45
9). Famales. S 3L e e D =27 14 4B G 9
10} Chlldren a3 B T T a5
11} Males 5 5 - - - . 18 18 & O
_12) Females 2 1 - - = 1 . 2 23 3 O

- A ma s - ST D M S B S .l e ek ‘—_‘--'|I-._I-I----'|-"-'d\-.l—-_-—I-_.-I—l_-——l—lﬁ-——_“-_-__d_ - =T T - —
-H—H-—_-—d----—v——-d—-—_‘_.-.ln__ﬂ,._---__ -
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net cast by the existing investigation mathodology, with the same
Frecision as males.

It s not new to say that the difficulty in appropriately netting femala
labour is because of the nature/style of women's work . Many
analysgs of secondary employment data refer to the difficulties/
problems posed by including famale labour figures, and some even
exclude it in trend analysis to avoid “irregularity”. The time alloca-
ticn data helped to understand what brings in this "irreguiarity".

Table 3.2 summarises the data collected and averaged over 6 rounds
from 127 households and distributes it across activites in terms of
hours per day, by age and sex. Time spent in personal activity has
been excluded from this table, though it was collected, partly because
of the focus of this paper and partly because it was based on recajl
data. :

Predictable but interesting patterns emerge which are furthar spegified
in the Graphs. Graph 4 shows that females whether in Rajasthan, &
high FPR Srate or West Bengal, a low FPR State, report at least 3 if

- not & hours per day in domestic work, In Rajasthan the women

engage more in "outside home" activities even though there is strict,
age-sex segmentation of tasks . whereas in West Bengal they engage
in much more home-bound work. The same Tanle 3.2, row 4 and 5
shows the tasks females in the Rajasthan villages engage in. Cutting
grass irom fields and weeding fields adds up to 2 hours, going upto
about 4 as the age level goes up, Cattle and goat grazing take about
an hour. Both these are cutdoor "male type" activities though
ragularly done by women and girls.{Mathia) (Ref.8)

Per centra, in the West Bengal sample, home based preduction of $—==
goods such as quilts and of all things, begging, is relativaly mors
"intensive {1 to Z hours) than farm work for women. As mentioned
earlier housework, especially cocking takes immense time (upto

4 hours) in West Bengal, -
Yet in the Rajasthan sample the women, over different dge groups,
weave in and out of economic and non—-economic activity with the
same range of intensity as West Bengal women - nearly 4 to over
5 hours per day from about the age of 9-14(Graph A).

- It is naturaj then that women are parceived and perceive themselves
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ag malply engaged in domestic activity. Even when they alse do
income earning as for example in Rajasthan, directly that is
formally visibly or indirectly as in West Bengal, that 13 enpaid
family labour, free ceollection of goods and services, they cannot
but be seen as predominantly house-workers, which indeed they
are. {Deere} (Ref.2) -

Comparison of data obtained from the guestionnaire {census of

- households) and the time allocation data for the same household

re',real_ed that -

)

b)

In Rajasthan four cut of the. 17 women who reportad as non-
workers in the schedule (Code 432-43}, were in fact spend-

'ing upto 4 holirs a day in activities such as groundnut -

picking and sowing the field. 9 others who reported as non-

' worlkers were grazing cattle and cutting grass for more than
_1'hour. Thus 13 out of 37, at least 30% were cutside the

questionnaire net.

Two of the 36 male children and 2 of the 34 feha.le'él"d?ldren

_wro reported as non-workers were observed to be hoeing the

fiewls: 18 ather-female children were observed to be cattle
graziyg and cutting grass.

In West Bengal, 20 out of i04 females who reported them-
selvas as non-workers were observed to be working in
activities such as winnowing, threshing and parboiling
workirg as domestic servants in the homes of others  for

- as.many as 8-10 hours per day. This emphasises our
‘earlier noint regarding the sengusness of measurement

failure b7 & situation like-that of West Bengal.

15 out of &4 female children who reported as non-workers
were also observed to be doing some gainful work. The
majr:_:_:it}.r' worked as domestic servants, 10 females were
reported-spending 8-10 hours begging, but were not in-

~cluded as workers in this exercise as the N3350 does

not recognize this as an economic activity though it is
recognised as an occupation.
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Priority criteria, the concept of main activity, even majority time
criterion puts them squarely into the category of domestic workers.
The efficiency with which their 'other activity' —namely gainful
activity — is netted depends on the degree of visible marketability
of this activity. In other words, thé fact that they are uniquely
responsible for a zone or work, housework, gives them the distri-
bution of being difficult to net.

Is there a methodological innovation which can more satisfactdrily
handle this phenomenon?

H

The NSSO tried a new approach in their 32nd Round. Follow up
questions were addressed to all persons having a usual status of
01-93. In addition, further questions were addressed to persons
engaged in domestic work (92) and those engaged in free collec-
tion of goods etc. in addition to domestic work (93).

"{I'ﬁformatiqn as to whether those categories as 'unemployed' or
'not in lahour force' were engaged in more gainful activity of

) secondary 4importance in the sense that only minor part of their

available labour time was utilised for the purpose, was also
collectel. It mdlcates for all-India and for différent States the
extent of subsxdlary - gainful activity pérformed by those rural fe-
males who have been classified by 'majoe t1me criterions either
'unemployed® (81 and 82) or 'not in labour force (92,93 and

95~ 9&) accordmg to usual status® (1)" * (emphasm ours)

"It is clearly seen that the change in the proc’:edure of classifi-
cation in the 32nd Round survey has affected quite substantially
the labour force participation rates ofrural females, whereas, the
effect was only marginal in the case of rural males. Further, the
adjusted estimates are found to be fairly.comparable with the cor-
responding 27th Round estimates." ** (3)

**Ref.l, page 53
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in Table 3“ 1 it w111 be rioticed that FPR for aduits given in Col.8
(32nd Round questtonnaire survey conducted by us on sample
households in 1977 Dec. See Appendxx 1) is greater than FPR given
in Col 9 i.e. from time disposition data! In other wotds the addi-
tional females netted into labour force by the prosbing questions

:_( i.e. codes 92~-93)(Col. 8) are greater than those netted by obser-

vat).on recordmg and grouping. (Col. 9) All that the respondent

N has to say is 'yes' for Col.8, there is no time attached ‘as in Col.9

hence a Iarge number perhaps larger than accurate get netted. We

: would suggest that thts kind of employment would not only cast
‘ ;douBt on the figure but would also suggest marginality to the
B wOrkers who report as 92- 93 after reporting as domesttc workers.

Whereas if a time~-value was inducted right in the begmning then
instead of this two-step-approach i.e. first segregate gainfully

. active from domestic workers and then probe to “recover” them

serlous and margmal' workers could be generally)segregated in
one_ step. In other words not having any kind of time attached to
the answ rs to probmg question nor havmg any conceptual links

- Awith the acttvxty ‘codes which are grouped as represeritlng gainful

actxvuy, the tabulating from probing questxons emphasise a certain
kmd of "sub51d1ar1ness"'or “marginalness*™ whxch tend to lend
women s actunty a secondary role (See underlmed words in Para
3.13)." If howéver time is also recorded with’ acnvtty then the
reiatwe “‘value of that acttvity gets measured “weighed",
relatiqn np other activrttes as xs vxsible 1n the Graphs.

A q questton could also be raised - ‘why should the domestlc workers

and gamfu[ly détive worker be mutually exclusive. For example
how would one of the sample women from Rajasthan respond to the

, ,questmn Are you gusually ‘engaged in domestic work ? with

priority trme criterion ? They are doing both with equal interest
but perhaps domestic work with greater regulanty A male doing
perhaps less than 4 hours of gainful activity does not get confused
whether he is domg more of this or of domestic work. His single
role ( as apposed to women’s dual roles) is clear. Many males
are also in the category ‘of less than 4 hours. (Ref.5)

.

Another aspect of female parttcrpatton in gainful act vity that
vitiates accurate enumeration ( apart from the 3 of work
in domesttcwwork whatever the gainful activity status) is the
mtermrttance across age-classes. Graph A describes the “Age
cycle” of males and females in tems of economic activities.

o
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It will be noticed th-z’t girls in Rajasthanm at a very early stage are

participating with i of 1 or 2 hours int agriculture, which
is more than the boys of the same age. As girls, cgme to the
reproductive age they level offSthe men ‘cross over becomnq more
than half day and almost full day wor,‘kers in agriculture. But in
non-agriculture activities females are nowhere. The~ men are
salaried workers in trade .

In the Bengal sample howevgr females never get mto lt. There

is a low proflle of women in. agnculture and alhed occupations '
goettln some slgmflcance in non-—agncultural activities but the
m of work remains less than two hours._ Graph A brings

out the explanation for this. Bengali felmales ate mtenslvely

ongagad in houschold chores. (HOU.S‘-hOld chorg,s ara sweepmg, '

clzaning and cooking onzs own- food and not home production) .

Graph B shows that whether it is  in Ra;asthan or West Bengal
females exhibit double peak parncxpatlon over the age CVCle-

which is typical of female labour. _For-exampleé in Ra;asthan,
females spend 3 hours in agriculture in the age g&oup 9-14 and
again 34-44 dropping down to 2 }5 hours during the aqe 19 34,

the peak reproducnve perlod Slmllarly in a.llled oc;cupatlbn v
they peak ; pre-14 and again post 34 with the usual drop between -
14-34., In Bengal where the main gamful activxtles in which femaleg
engage for moré than one hour seems to be non- agriculture there

. is again double peak, first in the age griup 9-14 arid then in the

age group 44 and above. Even though ot Pardtipation
of the Bengali female is very low and ranges within one hour,_ in
the day, there is the usual double peak in agnculture and ln
allied actxvxtxes. . -
Whereas men. who start later in Ra;asthan gorright upto more than

6 hours in the peak labour force age whether in agnculture or
non-agriculture, they do have a double peak’in allled activities
which, it will be observed, is closely assocxated with’ agrlcultural
seasons.( See Section 4). In West Bengal males agam ‘show the
single peak with male children below 14 showmg ‘a similar profile
to children below 14 in Rajasthan. ‘Whereas in Rajasthaﬂ" female
children below 14 are doing upto 3 hours per day in agriculture,
male children in West Bengal seem to be engaged in allled activi-
ties for more than 3 hours. In non-agrlculture glrls below 9 seema
to come in to work for more than an hdur much earlier than boys

who reach the same stage only when they are about 19. This is
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:-'.erlar l;he pattem in Rayasthan amongst females in agriculture.
chth-;r obsarvation is the low m-Eea-s-l:t-? of wc:-rk of males in

West Bengal.: Hardly any @ctivity seems to cover the day - the
maximuam beirig half a day in agriculture, reflectmg the kind of
unemployment in lack of any opportunity, as. dlffesent from
Rajasthan. -

3.22 An interesting feature of Graph B is the shape of the female

h:-i%gewzrk curves” Though the curve is at a higher Level of hewna . 0

in West Bengal upte the age of 14-19 the two ars identi-
ﬂal in s‘hape -] only after 19 that whlie women in West.
‘Bengal seem to do more than half days work in: household chores,
in Rajasthan there is a plateau between 19 and 44. :

3.23 It is surprising to see thal: fetching water and fuel does not seem
to be a significant user-of time in alther of these two sets of
villages. Female chiidren seem to fetch water and fuel almost
in identical pattern of time and age in both clusteérs. Child
care peaks at a later stage for Rajasthani females than for West
Bengal thoug.l‘#._ye.r? sma re R of age 5-9 =seem o engage
m cluld care in Rajas than



LDVAATraM )

ﬁGE/SEX SPECIFIC INTENSITY OF PARTICIPATION IN
ECONOMIC AND HOUSEHOLD ACTIVITIES

corpr—— EOGNOIAC ACTIVITY (MALED  ——— HOUSE WORE M2 o '—._“- ”H'LEI "rFrI; feaiey o
tF-r':r:.r-!.Ei : — 1 - [FERALE FUBL [Feriei k)

N " - PR ELEY e -

e ——— .,_,w__| .' ' 'W—_j- __..__._.'_._._ ,__x'......._ _____[._ __.,_]
: DoMWL BENGAL .1 !.

§-3 914 14-19 934 bl 660 T TS 904 14419 1934 3hdd 44-70
. YEARS . YEARS

GRAPH B} -

eem FETIRMAG WATER



'
", 'l
‘
. . '
: A .
i 2 v
.t
X
: o fg
i
i .0
N . C
v . '.<
1; i .
g ¢ _.l"
oo ; L
. -t i
' N il v . H
- 3
i
'
a - M '
-1 ' ! 1
ro. " . "
i
! .
v 1 -
.- -
.
v
]
'

'
:
-5
'
e

'

"
b o
ER]
oo

o
'
-
[
|
.
!
: L
'
TR .
.o
. o
(M
R
1




4.9

4.1

4.2

FURTHER RESULTS OF TIME ALLOQCATION STUDY

In this section is presented further results obtained from the . time

allocation study showing the 1
Participation rates as well as :

n%ue ig

e of the following factors on
of work of all members aof

sample households ~ (I} seasons/rounds, (ID) lard holding, (T}
number of infants in the household and (IV). religion and ethnicity,

() SEASONS/ROUNDS

Having examined the crop calendars of thetwo districts, coinci-
dental, as it may seem, It was found that peak and lean agricultural
seastns were close in timing. For example :

Founds Seasons
I 1
I 2
3
III 4
v 5
¥ ]

Manth

March-
April

May-
june

July-
Aug .

Sept.

Poak/

Lean

Peak

Lean

FPaak

Lean

Peak

Bharatpur
activity

Harvesting
Rabi,
Mustard,
Whesat,Chana

Sowing Khariff
Bajra/Tawar
Gwar Fhalli

Harvesting
Khariff/
sowing Rabi

Birbhum

——— '

Harvesting
potatces,
Mustard,
augarcane

Harvesting
of Baro
(summer rice}

Sowing of
Aman Rice

Seed bed for
winter vege—
tables

Harvesting
Aman and
Sowlng of
Boro rice

SRR RS e e i e ————— . T o s " . . " . S| o o o
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4,5 Our own rounds were not planned to coincide-their duration was
determined by the number of sample households - and approximated
a visit every 2 months, thotugh fhere were serious variations due to
monsoons, assembly elections, sickness of investigators and so
bn. But the rounds appm:-:imated fortunately to ‘the actuzl seasonzl
activity calendar given above {Par& 4,2},

It will be notlced that in most of the seasanelzty graphs whether it
is in hours per individual or in person percentages, there is a dip
downwards towards the 6th round, which is the November-December
sub-round. especially in Rajasthan. This:ts due to'an error in the -
field investigation and not part of the observed phenomena. The-
ﬂquest.icrnnaire for the last round was changed in the hope that it
- would improve efficiency. Instead of using the schedules, investi-
gatﬂrs were -asked to record activities in.given time intervals, they
were asked to racord time against activities., As 2 result investl-
gatoms split the_1/2 hour intervals and started to record minukes
with.g time. pie::e. teading to o-break-down of’campanson and dlff;
culties in codmg and tabulating. Co

4.4 Graphs_-{':l and‘- C2. repr35ent-gee-n-sity of work in total gainful
activities of tales and females across the seasons/rounds. The
graphs show a smooth single peak curve in Rajasthan suggesting
that there are no seasonal cycles, but there is o steep rise and 3’
kind of plateau at more than half a day for all male and female
‘adults, and female children, coinciding with sowing and . harvesting.
In West Bengal however males exhibit variations in the Jﬂé{ﬂ'ﬁ"
of work across rounds, peaking during ‘sowing of Aman rige. It has
often been notizced that men deo rice transplanting 'in West Bengal,
Fémales show no difference and remain at a low range o.f I tg 2
hours of gamful activity 3CI05S5 5888QNS.

4.5 Graph C3 aﬁd'm show the seasonality in household work. Females
peak marginally m household work in West Bengal coinciding with
harvesting of Aman and sowing of Boro, In Rajasthan again the very
- marginal rise in hours spent on household work coincides with the

‘rise in hours spent on harvesting, Could there be a relaticnship
.between the two?

4,6 It is well recognised that while harvesting or any other peak farm-~
income activity iz going on in rural households, there ig also feed-
ing of farm hands: f lnwn and Ihired] This for obvious reasons would
be particularly-mieea-se in l'snded households. The processing of
grain, cooking, serving/washing invelved in feeding of farm hands
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is usually done by women, though unpaid, when dong by family

members. It is possible that this explains the coincidence between
peak for 'house-woark' and peak for gainfu? activity.

Graph D1 and D2 describe the actual] participation rate of maies and
femzles not only across seasans, bur in half-day measures of

intensity. The majority of male workers (70%+} in our sample both
in Rajasthan and West Bengal are full day or 2 1/2 day workers
and show no changes across seasons. Male £ 1/7 day workers

are not only few, less than Eﬂ%jhut also do not have much variation
SCIDSS s5easons.,

- Whereas, female = 4 hour workers in Rajasthan who are m the

range of 50% or more do exhibit cycles in paticipation rates, sno t W
jﬁmale £ 1/2 day workers in both ‘Rajasthan and West Beﬂga],h—',’za“ 1,

Teonds Hherkivkdt 3 lower range of cperation than their sisters in Rajasthdn, gut do

4.8

have leans and peaks,

In other words female workers Tespond to seasonality or put in
another way, exhibit greatar unsteadiness in partcipation rates

across seasons than males whether it is full day ‘or 1/2 day workers.
But in terms of meﬁ“éf work there are no clear cycles. -

The N3SQ 32nd Round gives pércentage rural females working over
4 rounds. Table 4.1 3gain gives data for the selscted States.
There 15 not much variation over the rounds. ' ) '

Table 4.1 Percentage of rural females wnrk.innf.r according to Current Day

Status to total female of age 5 vears and above by sub-round
for all India certain State:

Sub -~ Rounds

—-—-————-—_—.—.———.—-—_-———..——.———_—-.—_..————_—-——.-.__———..--.-_—.—.—_-_—.——-_

e —— —————— —— e —— g

All Indla - 24 23 22 21
West Bengal 10 5 7 10
Crissa 23 17 14 13
Bihar 16 15 13 S
Rajasthan Ik 38 39 .31
Madhya Pradesh 36 35 30 ' 30
Andhra Pradesh 34 34 3B - 30

_.——a.-_-———_-—-_-.—_—._.-.-_-.——.—-_——.—-_————_—_.-p.._-—.-.—_.._-——-—-.._.-——.q..-—q_--—.—q.
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4.10 Could this difference in profile between Graphs DI and D2, and
the NB30 Table, suggest that only these who are in the 'formal’
labour market have been tounted by N320; and since there are
more females in casual labour arket there may be a large number
of uncounted working females whose entry and withdrawal goes
unnoticed due to poor enumeration methology ? It would have been
useful to have similar data for males from the 32nd Rourid. Then
it ¢ould ‘be seen if there is measurement failure in realhty. But -
such data was not available. -

ot

I[II:I LE&ND

4,11 It will be recalled {Section 2} that in the Rajasthan {R} villages
TPR was «t:l-s-r:\rh,r inversely related to land awnership. In the West
Berigal (WB) vill8585s such a clear relationship was mbsewed only
amongst malea. : : -

wictis,

In terms of fﬁrﬁm—l{-? of work howewver the patterns are giffege,nt
The landed femsles in tHe R sample show twice the i i1 .

terms of hours-compared to the landless (LL).. They also work .more
intensively at household activity. See Table 4.2. Graph E further
- illustrates the same point. )
‘Tapble 4.2 hAverage Time disposition in hours per day of chlldren
and adults according toe land-holding.

et e i R e o e o e R e L B . . B o T

~-Ghildren (3-15) Adults (15+]

S Males- Females . =~ . Males ‘Females
Rajasthan - 1. R 1L . _R LL R - LL__ - R
size of sample 57 ° 148 &7 116 les 235 . 178 202
Gatnful emp- T o o o ;

onrnent 237 2.7 3.8 5.6 &5 8.8 3.8 6.2

Household acti- T - .

wity, Child 4--5__ . 5.7 4.0 5.6- 0.5 0.8 4.8 6.4

activity i : ' )
West Bengal . :
Size of Sample 121 ~187  ~ 112 183 209 340 223 386
Gainful emp- : i

loyment ~7 7 4.2 3.3 =27 1.2 7.5 6.5. 2.3 1.7
Househpld actl- _ - o

vity 3.5. 3.8 ~_.5.0 - 5.4 0.3 0.2 7 5.3 5.6

I ——————————_ PP e Ll bkl

The Muluk profile of time disposition underlines the same point {&ppendix ITE}.
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Table 4.3a .

T D e e g

29/

U} NUMBER OF INFANTS |

Table 4.3(a) and () emphasise the phenomena of female children
substituting for their mothers in gainful activity, when there are
young infants at home, contrary to the pattern where female children
stay home to look after the young siblings. The adult female parti-
C¢lpation rate declines with the increase in the number of infants,

RAJASTHAN
. Percentage of workers classified by number of
children (-4} in the household

—-——-——-u.—-—-—.-——-———.-———-——--n——-——--—.—.---—-——-——.--p-

Adult” (+15)

Females

e —— . ot ——— i ——

33 17
51.5}

87 87
{42 .5}

69 27
(39.1)

14 2
- (14.2)

Males

Total

— e

No. of
workers

Total

Females
No. of "Total No. of
workers workers

——k

73 47
(64.13)

48 36
(75.0)

15 12
{75.0)

144 1G6

(73.6)

114 83
(72.8)

B4 62
{73.8)

58 37
{63.7)

117 . 78
(66.6)
126 102
(88.9)

74 58
{79.3)

63 35
(57.1}

______.________,__.__._.__—_.._._._..._.___.....___..__.___,__.__._..-__._.—.___.-__..__._.___-_._....-..___...

T —— --—-—--—-—.—-.--—-—---—-——-----——-—p—_—.——.p_—-—_.__—

————— e .

Figures in brackets indicate the parcentage of workers.
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WEST BENGAL

Table 4,3b Percentage of warkers classified according to
number of chxld.rem [Eln-nqq]l An the hous eheld

____________ ﬁETTJre_n_TETET}"‘"""'_"“""Eaﬁft'e'f-?fﬂ_"'“""_F“
nMale Femals MMale Female
No. of - Total mo. of  Total No.of  Total No. of
Total - workers- workers workers T workers
0 - v &4 12l 45 265 . 174 © 272 123
‘ c(ss.ay o (37.1) : {68.8) - - - - {482 ..
1~ 136 - 6  -99 15 185 109 210 . .9k
(48.5) . (15.1) (58.6) : -:;;;;_,-;r.,g-_,j;L';‘?l:*-3]
270 a4 is 49 1§ 3 50 8 . .31
T {39.1) 0 - (32.9) (94.3) - .. (35.2)
3. 8 8 5 o 25 18 33 12
' (B3.3) - SRR (¢ I (72.0) (30.7)
4 - - - -
5= 8 - — - -
Tetel SUB 153 273 76 545 431 a09 257
(49.7) (27.6} (7B.5) {42.2)

Fxgures in bracket Lndleete percentage af werkere
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Table 4.4a 7 RAJASTHAN'
- Time disposition of childrén ‘and Adults Classified by
<. . number of children (0-4) in the households.
- Children Adults
Male Female Male Female

--—-———---F———-—-_———.—-——--—.—-————--——--————-----—.——-—-—-—--———-—-—L———-_-——.__.—_-__-_-_—._-_.-

No. of children "0-1 - 2-9 0-1 2-9 0-1 2-5 -1 . 2-9

(0-4) °
Total in sample 12.0. 83 118 64 250 142 243 137
Agrieulture | 1.31 .04 240 2,88 4.91 9.38  2.89 .46
allied 1.50 0.82 1.56 1.90 1.10 1,42 1.40 1.1§
Nan—.flgri;:ultu.re 0 0,27 0.02 0.02 Q.70 1.01 0.06 0.03
g;;ﬁ‘;léi 2.81 2.13 3.98 4.76 6.51 11.81 4.45 3.70

R ———— ——r i — i T ———————— e i T W S R R A SR S o mf ¢

Household. - -
activities

Child activities 4.64 4.75 2,58 3.08 0.43 1.25 0.66 1.59

T ———— e T S - e T — ————— T . e -
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- Table 4.4b WEST BENGAL

. Time disposit_ic_r_rj_ qi_-;_hildren and adults classified
by number of children (0-4) in the households.

IR _;i:_g'::@i_ldfég N . Aduits
: TMale Female Male Female
No.ofchilren . o
047 7 Te-l C2%% C 0-L -9 0"l 2-§9  0-1  2-3
Totslin somple Z86 52 220 s 41 98 _ 48z 127
boriculture - 110 078 023 0.21 4.03 3.8 0.47 0.14
'Ea.l'lié_d__:? D 2.61 71,907 0.31 12D 0.96  0.82 041 0.33

i
LFEREE

Non-Egficultufe, 0,32 . 0  1.13 0.B0 1.76 2.16 . 1.39 0.62

Gainfully

Employed ., .74.03 2.68 .1.67 2.22 6.81 7.32-. 2.27, 1.09
Household  ~ ' N T
scdvities” " " 0.73 0,34 . 2.18 1.48 90,17  0.12 - 3.16 4.71
CHilg ™7 ¢ TEh et tie o
activities 2.80 3.86 3.08 3.72 0.07 0.04 0.32 0.77
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(Iv) RELIGION AND ETHNIGITY

a)-

b)

Ethrampura. ene of the 3 sample wllages in Rajasthan was a
village of Mines, & scheduled tribe of Rajasthan (see Appen-
dix 2 for "details on the villzage). Taking this as & basis

~-of classification table 4.5a 1g constructed, showing a markedly

higher TPR than MPR amongst tribals - females, adiilts and
children. amongst the females, unlike the males, it is also
greater than FPR amongst non-tribais. For males however the
PR amongst the non-tribals is greater than amongst tﬂbals.
This seems to illustrate the falrly well established f.mdmg
that tribal women work as hard and pmmmeutly. if oot harder
than their men (See Table 4.5k for’ participation rates, and -
4.6 (a & b) for time disposxtmn gcross sectors]

The sample villages in West Bengal had one wllag:e kuita which
was 95% and two proximate villages with Muslim mninority
population. As explained earlier the wviliages were. chosen in-
order to have this kmd of additicnal pararneter. o

FFR amongst Muslims is > FPR amcngst Hindus, both adilts’
and children. Thismay appear strange but it can be seen from the

‘next table 4.6b that the Muslim women are in nnn-agncultural

activities, which in these villages was straw mat making, a home-
bound but tradeable economic activity. Muslim males were in
agriculture and in this non-agricultural activity with 1/2 and 1;"4
day 1ntens:.t1es
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.Tahle'*-‘-l..ﬁe Percentage of Werkers Clesmﬁed hy Ethmmty
(Re]eeth:en )

 Children (8- £418) . | . adults (3 15)
‘Males . Females - -Males Temales
Tetei —Ne of Total No. of . Total No.of Total No. of
: werkers . workers ‘workers workers
‘1 Tribal 44 14 a4 25 71 - 45 51 43
- : (31.3) {76.4) . (63.4) T {80.4)
2 ion-Tribal 159 59 149 96 . 329 243 faza 233
. s . (43.3) (60. 4)- - (7328 08
Total -~ : =~ 208 . 83 183 122 ' -400 282 380 274
. e e . . - . {40‘9:, . . (EE.E) {?E.u} .. N (?2- 1]
Table 4.5h

Percentage of Workers Classified according to Religion
.{ West Bengal }

e o o e e e . R o e

Children (5 -<{ 15) Adults (3 15)
Males . . Females Malas Females
Total -No. of Total N&. of Total No.of Totall No. of
_____ v_.rgglierf. L _‘"ﬂclrffff . werkere workears
1. Hipndu - SR ¥ ¢ 1 53 . 48 17 . 178 130 lg2 56
{53.0} (17.3) {72.6) (34.5)
2 Muslin_q 208 100 177 85 370 301 447 201
__________ 48.0) (33.3) (81.4) {44, 93)
Total 308 153 275 76 549 43] 609 2-5-?“--

(49.5 (27.6) 478.5)
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Table 4.6a  Average Time Disposition.in hours per day.of activities. -
“according to éthnicity ~ .
{ Rafasthan )~

7 Children {5 - 15} - T Adults { > 18)
Malas Females - Males Temales
T —— —_— . _ —_— .-
Tribal *Non-  Tribal Non- . Tribal Non- Tribal Non-
- Tribal ~ *°  Tribal =~ Tribal : Tribal
No.of
sample 44 159 34 149 71l 349 51 329

Agriculture 0.81 1.30 4.02 - 2.22  3.61 4.79 4.36  2.59
Allied 0.90 1.31 1.68 1,67  1.81 1.08 1.78  1.31

Non-agri. 0.00 ©0.14 0.00 0.03 0.02 0,97 Q.00 - 0L0R

Gainfully
employed 1,71 2,75  §5.71 3.92 . 5.44 6.85 - -A.14 3,98

T T L e e e . — ——— e . o

Household L Co T
activities 0.03 0.09 1.50 1.40 0.10 0.1 3.50 3.87
Child : C .

activities 5.10 4.55 1.78 2.98 1.55 - 0.14 0,47 0.99
H.C &

e v ——— o e e e o L L o e e ) o . o
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Table 4.6b dverage Time Disposition in hours per day
STt T T of asti‘!.dtiés-:accprdm'; to Religion::~-: .- . -

ST *:ﬂ&s il ) F_émale-s. :,_-_, qufaﬁs—-.-_-” : 'E‘éméles

HNo.of oo T LT Frip ocowoam s AR Y SR S - -
sampie:.. 1807208, 88 177~ - 178....370 . 162 .. 447

ﬁgﬂﬂ-{l B T U T PR ol o Temmn,
ture u.aa “113+ -90:31 7 0.19-  3.48 -4.33. 0,85 .. 0.23

oLt
Cy .

ﬂuiﬁdv'i_ madadf T =203 - 0..50: - g -_-5 gd.- . .1 x.ﬁ_?.. 1 com 0»32 i D-..E..? = 0.46 A

agricul: —ﬂyﬂ-‘-}- G_-,gL_-___- £.08 -1.55 ...1.69 .. 2.02...0.48- _ 1.50
._UEE' _\_:_- ;..t-. - '.; ____..' s .. I ' . )

employed 4.39 3.53 0D.B9 2.24  6.38 "7.17 "1.61 O 2.19

N —— e h L T —— . . ., —— " . 2 R,

HG&CA | 3780 737s8" 6.12 [ 4.77 . 0.37 70.12 5.83  5.40

X/
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3.0 REVIEW

5.1 The data/relationships described so far or the insights or hints
they offer would probably be weakened if they are over explolted
“by deriving strong conclusions or making strong assertions, -

. However, these small sets of data only re-affiom what is now
. _bemg nbsemed and.reportad upon from other quantification exer- -

cises i -from -::ther researche:a ms:.ghts‘ aﬁdﬁaubts {&ee refersnce
I.Lst) . - - N e Ce—

9.2 Some of the stal:%n.ents most cemmaenly made, some of the arsas. -

' usually demarcated for reform in female laboiir force measurement:
and analysis ap - under-snumeration, inadegquate atrention to

unpaid family iabour, home production and household work aud e

the relationships between these. (Ref.2,8,9,108) ~<...

5.3 Some -of the réasons given fm‘ this situation ‘are podrconceptiuali-

sation of female work styles, mistaken percepticn of female

_ economic roles by respondents and interviewers. Amongst the -
tools suggested for carrecting this situation are recoriing of
activities in various ways of detailed specification/identification’,
criteria for groupings/classification: ways of measuring them fn:rr
lnstance through time, apart from money and units.ef: cuutput and

~ so on. (REfZSElﬂalDbIIIZ} .. T

5.4 The field investigation described in this paper hxghhght snme
of the points. They emphasise : A

1y - that identification of gainfully active persens through™
observed recording of their activities when matched with -
figures given through identification, through quesuomng,
yielded a_higher figure { Table 3.2 } as ant1¢1pated- ‘I"l'us
comes out not only for females but males, and es pemaﬂy
for children though the difference was less for males than
females and children ; it was also less in a State wheére
female work styles were closer to male work- -styles than
in ancther State where women were moré home-bound.

. In other words, that the standard emplcymentf’unemployment

questionnaire hased invastigation revealed under —enumeration.-

ii} On the other hand canvassing of the N550 32nd Reund quesw
tionnairs on sample households, and-adjusting the flgure
of economically active persons with the additional numbers
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ﬂata ‘alsg vieled a h.lgher flgure but miigh higher. This
‘ suggesl:s that there may bz ovm-enumerahon ‘if there is

- no "control” I:uy use of even & minimal time criterion of

11'1011: over a reference weak or as in, the n:ase of the
‘-::n',t study 1 hour -::n the, r.i’a:.? ohserved 6_times

- T R .- e T

rhat whether ﬂm mvestlgatcr is male 01' Iemale the
quesuonnalres ‘currently heing used thh the ac:timt}r
‘codes, their cldssification and the assuciated instruction
Lo investigators-create some confusmn espemally in

o relatmn to fema’.le work

_ that Eﬁe mam reason fc:r thxs dlfficulty is the str::-ng

_: ' 'reqular engagement of women in housework T.’crluntary

e wﬂhd’rawal notw;thstandmg (1 e, WhEtl‘lEr hnusework
“{€ BRteradd and shrunk in reaponse to labour demand},

w1z ~3iRe is indented, usually for 1/2 a day or more, in the

<. . Category of §6tivitigs callad dorestic. This flouds
o j ::'Lau':l.tl.,r ofreportmg main acu\nty by femaie even if they

- are__ dt:ung othar actiw.ties say gainful, for 3to 4 hours

In Dr.her wnrds “the ‘dominancé’ of domesuc work

N t'hat ancthei‘ reason for under-enumeratmn 15 the waork

" at}rres of Wwoméri- whith are daterminéd by hlstory,hm-

__ lngyt atutuﬂes = f‘:x._'whole package. . Thesé work styles
'_th.ch arr:e c:haractenseci by’ mter—mlttent partu‘.:lpatmn
e Tife Cygle, a5 well a8 ovel a day of week; contri-
“Bluté#h to s “productive acdtivity but at the processing/pre~
marketing, leds Asible monetised stage ; intemingling

of pmductmn fnr self—ccnsumpuop with pmducr_mn f-:r

demgns _dq nnt captu,re them

/"' o

thar, resourcé ’basge of hpuseholds as well asthﬂ:l.r _
rehgmn/'-::ulture . $ize of family, number of. infants -

LAl affect. female lab0urganlclpanon more than male.

The degree, the ranking of one over the Dther, wauld

Perhaps vary, with region, land. owrlershlp patterns —

as well as’ the. perception of cppﬂrtunity. . In other words .
B the supply side factors piay & more important rnle in
female labour” supply than in male labour supply The

.



5.5

39

demand side, market pull, wage rates, wage differentials,
_type of wr.:rrk alsc: Rlay their vital rc:le thé two are zlsc
;'lnt@rda_gend . but to & le=5&r u.:-:Lent than amcngst males.

wvii}.  that more than women , children and their work is under
~ 7 reported. Yuﬂt chnidr&n mcludlng those between 5 and 9 are
" swongly influenced by all the parameters descnbed abowve
i.e,«culturs, asset base, saasons, dlstnbutlan pattern
and empleyment opportunities. In fact t:h11d-rEn are even
maors vulnerabie o thése mﬂuemces as the.y are constantly’
baing rearranged acccurdmg to the pulis and pashes on the
. adults.
Tor example, responding to the strong cultiral phenomena
in West Bengal inhibiting women, including young girls’
from taking "male type" work, male children’ becote- very
active. In our data this is even i"eflen':téd in high~r atien-
dence figures for famales than male: in schoods.

In Rajasthan the participstion rfate and the inténsity of
work per day of female children is almost a5 much as
female adufts. Not qua_nf.if:.riﬁg this laz_'gé_'laﬁcur force
would cartainly cast douht on analysis of trends and
shifts in labgur utilisation — apart from the straight for-
ward social issue of notiting the phenomena in order to
do the right thing by it. As an aside, it can be mentioned
~ that our review of literature on child wcrkers in India and
region * 1ncludmg the mfcnnatlon I:Irawn ﬁ‘om this
investigation, leads us to believe that unless adults are
provided Higher wagés amongst the working class, chldren
will be put to work. They are the most adaptive, cheapest
{_most explaited potent:al labour fnrce.

When we started on the stidy. oné af the ob]ectwes that had been
postulated was that after observmg and recorr:lmg all the activities
of individuals, they would be grouped together as productive and
non-productive in order to amrive at a wider definition of gainful
activity. However, as the disc:usﬂuns and’ cn—Habnral:mn with the
N850 proceeded, mcludmg the fiald l:nais of I\TSS{ questionnaires
with women anesngatnrs in the sample mllages Ltwwas found thar
the ranga of actwltxes that ara c.crnsxdered gamful by the NS5O
gmes ennugh scope - for nettmg all the iarge and small tasks in
which women and chlldren are engaged to he netted. - 30

* Ref. 13,14
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In additien, -the criterion: that even if a persan i-s"ﬁ"r"ﬁﬁcing for one
-hour in the reference “week they.could be considersd gainfully

. engaged,. further widens the scope.. Hence it-appear=d not €6, ©
-.much a question of defmlt,lnn B8 of mterpre tation-for. the reasons

5.6

: 'Dn valuanng Women 5 Work ) IR L PN

mentmntd earller.. R S

- - P . Lo = e e -, -

Literature en women ‘5 work/and emplovment dis cusses 'ﬁnpa-id

- ..family waork --home production for self-consuription, :other forms
- of input and its neglect. -In this paper we have not covered. this

sterritory, - though we could have if we had identified paid and

-unpald sets of activities . The ILQ has recenr_{? made @ com-
ipitation .of methedelogies .which. could be used- tn m‘&asureflmk
wocthis fol:m of work .. {Ref.10b}

The argument is that by not findmg way of valuating LhE!EE legs
marketed labour outputs women's labour is oot adaguatsly recog-

. nised. True, if the whole range of women's work was given a

- desgrving vatue , then efforts would have been made-to properly.

wrmedsure; their gontribution. In other words there.is a clese

3.8.

connection between veluation of-all women's-work and the .-
measurement of labour force. ' '

- -

But the tncky quastion is what is the cut off p pomt for any

meaningful measure of lakour force partlmpauon It seems

-toyus: that-the gut off point.would depend on the purpose for -

- -_._wm-:hfthe riataazs to.he usad S e e e

5.9.

“_,..-.—u-n- -

It is poss:,ble to suggest that 1f the mformatmn/data is required

. for .employment, planning and premotion then income would .pro—
- vide the.most.meaningful basis of identification even of under-
x_employment unemployment rather than hours of work, or-subs-

istence production for. self-ponsumption . From the point of view

. 0f those who are seeking employment that is seeking-income;

- .remunseration, means of livelihood, the attachment of payment to

work may make the difference hetween work and employment.

_-:.HDWEV_er 4f the data is. bemg caliacted in. order to anal:.rse the

... factors: affecting labour supply including constraints faced by

specific sets-of populating then labour force identification may

‘have to use more sensitive concepts and measures including the
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the time profile of individuals as revealed in Section 3.

5.11. Also if the data is being used to $tudy trends net oniy in the

aggregate but in terms of effect of seé¢toral growth, introduction
of technology, various other inputs on labour utilisation it is |
extremely important to notify every person who is working even
for self-consumption. Otherwise displacement, transfer of
opportunity between sets of people on the basis of ¢class, sex o
or age will neither be identified nor quantified and therefore it
would be a quiet death by invisibility. , , } .

5.12. The issues of valuationrunsthrough all these points but would

5.13

5.14

require a different:module not only of mea urement through time
spent but also valuation. Time itself can be used as a valuator
However, we tentatively suggest that valuating wemen s work is
linked to but not the same as measuring iabour force qr; ne "
p%oy %gmg}g went figures. All women’ s work 3 Rutbu

(Ref 10a) .

ON TIME ALLOCATION STUDIES - et

There is-a growing body of literature which emphasisés-the impor-
tance of time as a measure. It's special relévance {s uhderlined for

situations where : ' S St

a) a lirge share of actxvmes is non-—marketed aad/ot‘aon—
' moneused .

k) the reward for’ labour does not reflect what it is-ideally

supposed to reflect, namely the value of that labout; wage

rates/remuneration being extremely irregularly fixed.
Since these characteristics typify the resourceless howsehoids
the value of this kind of method is even more relevant to stndy of
poverty sets.

The uses of thzs method have been hsted in many papers. N‘otabiy
they are :

a) to understand constraints, the lost opportunities of sets
of the population who haveé limited or no access to Basic
amenities, e.g. time spent by women for fetching water
and fuel, if not in other household activity, do deny them
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.access to.avail of opportunities, on-the presumption that
it'is there . Unless.the lost opportunity: is Tepresented in
time :it does ndt g notded. (Mekhopadhyaya, Swamni-
_nathan)-. (Ref'.lﬁ,.-lﬁ}_ SR L :
b) - apnergy. studies especlally those associated with nutritional
~ . inputs and.energy outputs.. Time spent and the:actvity
together vield some. idea uf ghysical labour inputs and are
more meaningfu) for this range of quathhcatlan than wage.
(Reddy,. BattwaLa Swamm‘a:han}
(Ref 16, 1? 18} ! _

c} R Produv:tnrlt:.r 1mpmvement and technoLogy appilcatmn, In
: - fapt, when this-study was being designed, it-was intended
" that whi'e recording of activity, the togls used-for & parti-
cular activity would also be recorded. In the Rdjasthan
.-sample villages this was in {act. done - for a few: wourmds. The
, tdea was 1o see how many hours wers spent in.aq activity
. . aowith-a.particulag “tool™ so that if could be assessed whather
- the time spent on that activiry could:be. reduced or the output
increased as a result of an improved tool. Howewver, given
: _-,-_.:_-_x__a the focus of -this study; measuring qutputs became too
budensome inr the investigators, and wasg abandoned.
(Ref 3 1? ,19 ED} lhhmedx Redd;.r, Eamaswamy, Hart]

5.15. - Manqe cf the uses mentiuned ahove might reqmre the anthmpologl-
. - -cal.method of recording of time everd if it is-for. small samples,
. i taken Hke laboratory: specimern, in order to. understand local pheno—
- - mena.~However, for getting a rule of thumb-profile of activity
-pattems . in order o not only enumerate: work: but o quant:.fy type
or patiern of employment or unemployment, lgss ngorous time
.disposition modules could be-adequate... ..
T T T N . Gain, G-h,and}

5.16 - In several small.sample household surveys condycted by us for
Do :und&'rs'tanding the impact of specific development programmes a
... biock: similar:te the NS5O Bleck 3 ,namely recalling time disposition
.- owver. the previous- xtwq_da_y_s immediately preceding the day of
. investigation wastried. ALl the activities were grouped infe 3
. broad -categories, namely gainful activities, houszhold activities
and personal. The further division of gainful activity sectors was
related to the specific pccupation or production process that was
being developed by the programmes.

Time was not restricted to any specific intervals such as 1/2 day,
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'fuli'daw_.r but [eft loose. Most of the individuals in resourceless

households work more than 8 hours in.a day aven at conventional
gainful activity. The 8§ hour day broken into 2. half days tend to
approximate the labour foree to salaried 'or wage dabour. (Ref. 21-26)

However, a module could be added on to the existing questionnaire
- whére time spent ih a wide range of activity is:slotted for all indi-
‘viduals {+5 years and above) in'a household, say for vesterday and
today over 4 rounds; on the basis of recal]l with activities, covering

both 0~71, but .alzo hou&ehbld,'fetchi_ng water, fus] and so on.

In this method perhaps not only workers in terms ‘of one hour parti-
clpation in gainful activity but workers in terms of fully employed
under-employed as well as self-employed.could be quantified on
the basis of time. ) ' ' o

To this time , if income, whether in cash or kind or output generated
is added it may also be possible to tabulate-workers by uzing the
income criteria. The Phillippines housahold survey has attempted

. this in its economic activity block. - .

It is true that data required for Program dewvelopment would ke of a
different character from the data required for looking at aggragate
trends to understand the impact of different types of sectoral or
aggregate growth. It is also true rhat com—parabilif'rfjr will be affected
every time there is a change in the questionnaire and.the.instruc-
tiens to the investigators. Howewver, it is also true -that the impact
of growth. on the employment status of different sets of .the popdla-
tion, not sectorally determined but dstermined in terms - of differant

categories of labour, cannot be figured out with the existing data.

The case being made.here is that time allocation receording need not
only be through the anthropological method. Secondly when recor-

~ded through recall as an additional module the degree of error need
- be ne maore than is found in collecting other sets of data. On the
‘othef hand, it might provide the kind of information basge which is

necessary for understanding amployment/unemployment both for

' trend analysis as wellas programm development. A breakthrough

can be achieved if some departures are made from the existing
methodology even at the risk of not. beling able to t:ack.-a trend.
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T 1. Bhattacharya Sudhrrm W,g@ea*gActivities in Ru}a{ Indla e

- A Study based on NSS 32ad Round (1977-78) Survey Results E3
~ on- Employment-and-Unemplo . NSSO, De ,t of Statistics, ‘
- Governmentzof India“June 1981. : "

-

s -

i prehensive report on labour force participation
jgtics of rural females. It discusses thefresults of
il {probing enquiry conducted in the survey on the
&ent of under utilisation of available labour time
s -and the- activity behaviour of rural females who
miatly engaged in domestic actiwnes .

Rl o B iy T

J‘,_.,Deere C D. The Agricultural Dzvis;on of Lab ogr by Sex - -

\‘§v~.

AV Sieria - Economica deparment, \_Umyergi,t_;y of. _Mgfssa;cpusgtts,
. Amherst | ’

':lthe pa;gen analyses the relationship between the agricultural
-ehvisxon of labour by sex and the’ therentxatian of the peasantry
.iin Northern Pemvian Siena. It suggems that underenume,ration
-~ .of femailes is due to the etrors in classification as also investiganon
gmemodologya MIf the £u'st question asked in a2 Census question
" .. is that of thé person's: ‘principal oécipation, women reply. “their home"
In a oatriarchal ,soclety, women's first. responsibiuty is towards
w: ;. -home and chndr n, cultural modes require that women pro}ect i
Lo iay what s ‘right'. Even if the respondent i. a woman. she often under
< e estimates the economically productive content of her work and:
.- .- «..considersit as part of her domestic duties,, It was obse
- wiile animal raising is considered gainful sby most GBici fini=
... iions, most women did.not report as workers, - though. it- Was obser-
o ved thrpugh tbf,- time dmsposition study that their eonmbuﬁm was
' sxgmficant e _

3. Hart Gillian "Pattemsf of Houég}_tgld Labour Allocstion'it-# Javanese
. -Village". - paper prepared for, the. .A/DYC- RTN Wﬁﬂwhcvp ﬁ’ﬁ Household
“Studies, Singapore August 76 L

The monograph presents, primary data -on- labour allocation from a
sample of 87 hou.;eholds in a Iavanese vuLage and poszulates that
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that labour force behaviour can only be adeguarely undarsteod
in the context of househaid decision making and the factors
‘which determine the allocation of time of various househnld
members among a range cf-activities. o

& strong-direct relationship between class str:}t;.-_:s and the :,ébsolute
and proportivnate amount of time spant_by_w_omen_in_..h_ou-sework EXisls.
Women parform the bulk of housework, and there is little inter—
clazs variation in the sexual division of labour in housewnrk. The
heavy involvemeht of landlass and near-landlass women in income
28aming activities relative to women in the lagd-owning groups is
particularly marked in the 10-15 age group. 'The data indicates

- that the amount of time spent by Class 111 females aged. 10-15
actually increased between the peak and slack months, and sub-
stantially exceeded that of females in-alil other. age ,5ex and class
groups in the latter period.

Parthasarathy G - R_ural.vaerty and Femaie Heads of Housaholds-
"Need for Quantitative Analysis. ' R

Paper presented at Technical Seminar on Women's work and Employ-
ment, 9-11-April 1982; “through cross tabuiations of agro-economic
"Research Centre hé develops the argument that the pogrest labouring

' 58t, &re women, from women - headed housgholds: -

Fong Menica --Victims of Old Fashioned Statistics : Institutions
and Agrarian Reform Division, FAD:; Romz. Rzprinted from Ceres,
the FAO review on agriculture and Development.

The paper suggests-that a new statistical outlook is required using
concepts, medsures and - methods of collecting and analysing data
better suited to the work of woman. She suggests that statistics

on women may be improved by adopting the "gainful worker” approach
in combination with the "labour férce” approach; and the need to

pay attention to what constitetes work in agriculture : and the timing
ot the survey or census. The author alsc emphasises the role of the
interviewer in measuring women's work.

Mathaei J.A. - .The Development of the Fémale Laboui Foree in the
United States - An Historical Investigation |

- Department of Economics, Yale University, 1977.

The paper examitias the changing economic activity of women histo-
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rically during the process of the movemant of production out of the
family relaticnships “Even when othar soctal forces changed, the

- divigion “weary soon’ became a part of the idea of "women;s nature”

‘séen-as naturaily determined and fixed. .- In. this.way; custom has

blended into biclogy and/natére-sustom-— &5 past social experience
has played an essential role in conservipg the conteat: of woman-

-T hom:l th.rr:u.tghc:ut htﬁtcry P PR T

-’-Dandekar V M SSoma kE‘iF l'E’SﬂltE in Emgioment and Unemggggmen -

NS8O

L The actwtttes D1lto 71 are considered 'gainful’ and a- person engaged

in any of them is considered 'working' or emplayed' tha agtwtttes
81-82 connote '"Unemployment'. The employed and the "unemployed"
‘together. constitntz ~what is called-ths ‘abour force and.persons

. placed inthese catedories-are said to.be in'OR' to:he participating

in the labour forcs, the remaining activities, namely 91-%3 are
considered 'not gainful' and perscns engag@d in any of them are

;-'.-.-c::ms.ttiEFad to 'b-‘..-f'.'o.u.'u raf the labouwur fc:lrce

e ..ttt;a_rwﬂl Ema; 'Work DartLCsPatlDrr Women in- Rurai India .St:rme Data

and Concapual  Biases IDS, University-of Sussex {1979) :

. ‘The peaperhighlights that there 45 a dearth of empirical research and
wreliabbe data on-paral ‘women and suggesks that. thers; are conceptual

hiag-that affect existing measurements of women's work participation.

- Thesm dnclude the faet. that enumerstors:are-male and information

- Fisfeollectad from:male head of houssholds . .reflects & male perspec-
- tives that therz-is an owverall fuzziness that surfrounds .demarcation

- of domestic_and-produstive work , that the. predpminanse of female

. labour-use .andthe szasonal character of agricultaral men and women

at-a -given point of time. - ., - . e

- 5he.congludes thai there is = need for a-sounder empirical base on

the time criterka 5f women by socio economic ¢lass and capturs
the operatlon wise crop specific variations in women's work. She
suggests thatdetailed region. specifie micro lewveiresearch- ¢could
pmvtde clear defmttttm of dom&stic- arrd nom- d@mestic wnrk

Sundar-P: Characteristics of:Femaie Employment ImpLicathms of

Research and PGI_LCV EFW Vol .- XT No,--15 Mav 9.-1981 -

-Ihe paper attempts to htghlightht:rw thE women 5 employment situa-

_ tion differs from the male and why it ls. necessary to consider female
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employmant separataly in formulating employmant: policies . ~Tha
Paper reviews the r2asons why femals employmeant and unemploy-
ment are under-studied. It discusszs the factors determining
female participation rates and the supply of female-labour and how
they are different from these determining male participation. It
then goes ¢n to discuss some of the distinctive- characteristics

of the demand for female labour and the implication of these diffa-

refices .for the design of programmes and poiicles affectmg female
employment. .

1%a. EBaguin A_. Treface o "Uﬁpaid:W‘ork in the Household.by Goldechmidr
o @learmont 1. : o —

Quoting from the Werld Employment Ceonference Bequin-defines
"employment as "Yleldlng an c-utput and . "Providing an income to the
empio?ﬂd" iy .

She says “In 50 deoing, it was, no doubt rightly, placing smphasis
on remunerative employment and on market-oriented cutputs rather
‘than on.uppaid work in the subsistence sector Or pmdm:tmin for
direct househeld ccmsumptmn

It is clear, however, that the household sector, the value of whose
Production has been estimated at 25% to 40% of the accoanted for
-Gross Natipnal Product in industrialised countries , playsan extre-
mély impertant role in satisfying many of-the basic needs of the
population and that this role is undoubtediy even greater-in-develop-
ing countries wi.h their large subsistence sector. There has thera-
fore been increasing interest in assessing the valus in economic
tetms of the goods and services preduced by households for their
oW uge or consumption, as a contribution to measuring and, there-
tore, providing a basis for understanding some of the ways in which
the market and non-market sectors interact, and the impact of thesa
interactions ¢n real household incomes and welfare,

10b. Gold Schmidt —:Clemont. Unpaid work in the Household. : .. A Review
of Economic Evaldation Meathods by 1LO, Genava 1981

Ppinting out the need to recognise and intzgrate in economic analysis
the unpaid productive-activities performeéd in the household sector,
this work reviews the different methods that have been used to
measure these activities. To facilitate comparison with market
criented activities, non-matket household work is sought to be
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measured in terms of {a} Volumes of inputs and outputs, or (h) mone-
tary valges. . inputs and outputs. . A-typology of evaluation methods
is thus evolved and 75 raesearch studies dealihg with household
prdducndn in mduetnallsed se:letlee are exammed in this J.J.ght

The auther conélides, "given the stats :u*.' the art, no single evalua-
tion method anawears the needs of all evaluation: purposes. It is

. pessible, hdwever once the purpose of the evaluation has been
defmed to devise a combination of methods for approximating, at
ieast m drder dr magnitude the reiatwe value df unpaid-houszhold
work com pared tD market work "

o 'Hdw do mEr}cet ﬂgldltlEE ef.fect these trensfers E "uf'u?‘hat would the

1mpaet ne “fotinstance; ofa reduction of weorking hours on the labour
suppty o‘n thd‘preducudn ‘of goods and service$ for seli-consumption,
_on the” c:dn5umptidn df market goods Dn ‘bime’ ava:.lable for leisure,
educendn etc: o
i "The hsxmiierlty between pmdudtmn processes opcedring in the market
and 1 the hdusehdld 1s further underlined by the overiap berween
“tHe two sectors : children are cared fdr, food is preparsd, the ills

are nursed, etc. as a result of paid and unpaid work’inputs. Inter-
actions between the two sectors are montinuous - transfars of man-
pnwer*frorn the’ hcdsehdld to the labour force { e.g. when former
TEGILS t].me hnmema}'ers take dp wage embloyment and reduce their
work inpits in'thHe home ) ; transfer of production-from the house~
hold to the market economy {e.g. when the = ame former full-rime
hnmem‘akers spend part of their wadés in buying; on the markat,
gddds oF eervlc.es they were - producu.ng prevmusly} “and; inversely,
transfers fmm the merket ‘settor to the honsehold. . Although such
lnferar:u;rns ha‘ve neet observed-and to a certain extent-analysed,

the und‘eriw_.rmg mechamsms are m:ut weit documented o

' 'Kinlj - Qu‘i'z'dh:"E‘. “Firie a’-‘tltd'ceti.dn'”dnd- Home Production -

In Rural Lagung Households. "Sympeosium on Hdusehdld Ecdnomlcs .

M'e*'n_'i‘_l_e'& Ma?ls?‘? Unmn df Phxlippmea Quezcn

The paper wews ‘the houszehold as an economic ugit which maxlrmzes
welfare thrdugh ‘the optimal use of total resources. [t describes -

" the decision making w1thm ‘the household by :.dentifying determmants

of the allocation of time among family memBers.
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.The Second Sex in the Third World : 1s Female Poverty a

Devalopment Issue ?

Birdsell. N., McGreevey W : : (Prepared for the Intemational
Centre for Research on Women Policy Rcundtable June . 15?3
Washingtnn)

nghllghtmg the handicaps facing Lhe poor. wctmen of the Third
World Gountrias -, this study deals with the questxons : How .
do such women contribute towards economic growth. Female
poverty iz thus viewed as a development issue and several
conclusions are drawn on the basis of number of case studies.
It is Iound that a large pen::entage of women work in the 'informal®
sector and there is a distinet preference for ﬂexlble working
hours which facilitate househeld and childe . When women
work outside the home, there may be an adverse impact on the
nutrition, health and education of children affecting in' it, the
quality of the human ¢apital. Thus the author argues, if the
working mother is relie ved of the pressure of wrark, 'leé'd.ln'g to
batter 'mothering', she can make a positive cr:-nl:nbutmn to eco-
nomic growth. :

One way of achizving thls the author suggests, is i.nci‘e&sing
the preductivity of men which ensures a hlgher fami.ly mcnme

“and reduces the compulsions behind women's wcrrk

"Much of this wark of women 15 ngk subject to the ma':"ke_t'_place
of wages in which men place their zervices or the fruits of their
labour. In censuses and employment surveys, where work has
meant an activity producing each income, women have been
treated inconsistently or overlooked altogether. The unpaid
family worker in a small shop or a farm was the first casualty
of the misleading statistical categories "employed" , "unemployed".

The answer to such false divisions is the timie<use survey - a
careful check on how people in poor households use their time .
Time i5 perhaps the.most important - in the poorest households,
the only - resource which the poor have available to them, US

- Wwomeh wark. at home and outside the home an aveiage of 6 hrs

per ddy ; women in Eangladesh work _11 hours.

Time budget surveys demonstrate indisputably what employment
surveys previously barely implied : Women make an eriormous

_contribution to the rea! income and well - being of the FOGL .
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Swammathan M,. A Study of Energy use pattems nf_.‘ _'eneral

S0

Jain D, , Chand M. Rural Children af Work. Preliminary Results
pf a Pilat-Study.  The Indmn Iburnal of Social Wark, Oct 19?9
Vni 2., No 2, Tata Instituta oF Somal Sciences.

Mukhopadhyaya E The Iuature of, Bpusehsid Work Paper -

‘prepared for'the Technical Seminak: »h. women's Work and

Emplnyment ﬁprll 1882 -

Background aste-for-the-Seminar on Women's work . af :_mplcyment

“Aprilc 1982

Reddy A, ASTRA - -Rural Energv Consemption Pattemns - A field Study,

* Bangalore, Indian Institute of Science (1980)..

Batllwala 5, Rurat Energ_!.r Scarclty and Nutntmn = A new '

" .Perspective - 1881.

The calcrie gap suffered Ly the low-income groups is an
acktmwledged phenomenon and the usua!l response is to

_ adwvocate increased food intake thmugh mcreased ernpl-:::.rrnent

Qr to-improve nutru;mn thrcugh supplemeatary feedmg pro=
grammes and better health and sanitation megsures. The

- zuthor proposes.a new approach - closing the calorie gap’

by reuucing the energy. expenditure of the target pnpulatmn
speclally the poverty housetiolds of rural areas. Field .
studies carried out by ASTRA are quoted to hlghklghi the typical

- patwrns of rural energy supply. and conaumption The autheor

suggests development of alternative Energy. snurces and of”

-appropriate. techneologies.to save human eazrgy use. can play

a significant-role in. amelmratmg malnutntlcn and ensurmg
betier living for the nutntmnally "vulneraﬂle sections-
women and chlld:en o

. Ahmed Ifukha_r TE‘ChnOnglcal change and the condltion of

Rural Wcmen A Prehmmary AssessmenL{ILO GEHEva_, 1978).

This paper Exammes cross- countr}r emdence to stud}f 1mpact

-of technological change on the. conditmn of rura! women who
. usuaily’ wplay dual'roles’ as "hausewwes and as agents of pro-

duction .. Empirical. data from underdevelop&d cc:untnes are
reviewed to arrive at a number of hypotheaes mcludmg-

/
-
r
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fa) ‘technological change is usually actompanied by increasing
work burdens for'rural women and also by a decline in their
income-generating activities;(b) their socio-economic status
may affect the impact of such change; (c} rural women tend

to be associated with sectors characterised by low. levels of
productivity and {d) women's access to technology, &xte_nsmn
services and various inputs{physical,capital,skills etc.}is

in no way commensurate to their role as a factor of preduction
in the rural economy. Specific areas for research-are then
suggested ; which would test these mepotheses ahd would .

fill the gaps in knowledge.

Ramaswamy N .S. Animals- Gaurr‘!_.gr India. anward Soft Energ?
Note, Oct-Nov TV 1581 L

Iaitl | M%hppte: in ngen s Quest

for Power, Vikas Publishing House 20{’3’-1 Sahibahad Ghazlahad
U.P. 1930

A household survey was carried out covering 124 households
in 10 villages of Kaira District,. The intention was to under—
stand the role of women in dairying and the impact of the
Anand Fattern on the women of dairying households .

Within each village households wera selectad randomly

from four asset categorles to represent variatinns in house-
hold resources and the»refc:re income.

The time pattem of women's work was recorded on an averags
women from landless households worked for 10-11 tiour per

day but landless women who also combined agriculture worked
for 2 hours more. These additional 2 howrs seemed to be
provided by cutting into time spent in domestic activity.

An implication of this phenomenon was that dairying niight-

be eroding the time available for activities such as child care.
cocking etc. Yet it was possible that women of the non-dairying
households were exténding their time in household: chores
because they lacked""an altemal:ive gainful c-cl:upatir:-n.

L.hand M,Baruah R —Employment -Opportynities for Wornen ir
Foresiry, Paper preserﬁEﬁTi"the Seminar on Women's Rele in

FPorestry convened by the FAO and Ministry of Agricultrue,

Dehradun; December 1980.
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- The- papar ‘was. based Qn a sj.jprey af 85 tribal households spread
over 8 w.llages im Betual district Madhya Pradesh. It des-

cribed the tasks ‘of women in forestry revealing the exploitation

.7 they suffer bath at, the han,da of the forest officials and the
. omiddle man mspita of we‘il mtanttanad pahclas Racardmg
time allocation pmmdad a comparigon of average hourlp‘
earnings in different ocgupations ranging: ‘from- 6-20npY

e C-ootiécting - @-waod normally done.for 10 hours a day

ta ¢-50:-np TMULSErY, wark done fur ? haurs in the day.

~'-,;-{mpaa't on Worman Warkars - Maharashtra E“ﬂploment

T Guaraﬂr‘IEE Schame A Study

: : -'Tha“atud? was cartlad out on lEEI raspandaats at alght work

' .gites. Tts aims wers to assess. the impact ¢n: the. MEGS or
{a) women's. work, () their demestic/househald lifelc) worker's
>5~aclal*hc-t1‘sehald bahavmur Lo e _ Y

Y B 1o -."-.

The time- allacatmn data ravealed l:ha mult:.pla natura of
W oment 4 works Domestic work-seemed-to:take upe 4 hours
CRarsee %ol the workers whereas 32% raported QUeF 1-B in

F *”d’ai‘naanc work . - The core group aged 30-43 also Put in

24,

L“I—~4 haurs af. domasnc wcrk

- — .- iz

It wWis naticad l:hat EGS warkars rapartad working B haurs
gFsite dompared-ta. non-EGS workers reported. working ..
& hours. However, they spent 4-7 haurs on domﬂsuc
weork . From this limited sampla it could be suggestad that
EGS work does curtail hours that can be spent in domestic
©owork .

Income Generating Activities for Woicit — Some Case
_§tudic—:5 . Prepared by the Indian Cooperative Union,
sponsored by UNICEF, 1580.

The book describes 4 endeavours which have been effective
in sup_par_i;_i_qg women in their quest for income, these were
the Lijjat Pappad Centre at Valod Gujarat, The Sarvodaya
Sangh at Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu, The Dastkar Anjuman at

J &K and ths 8ikkl Kendras at Sunsand Bihar.
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Household surveys which recorded time ailocation were carried
out at all 4 sltes to St[ld!g" the ml:ensityﬂf work Lo, hc:rne baged
lndusl:nes . ' '

A case study_r an the Social and Gultural Implxcatmns of: Tasar
Production for Trikel Commpunities . sp_cnsored by the wag'ﬂeveinp—
ment Grarpc-ratmn S

A field survey of 100 households in Ghandpapur Maharashtra has
been done to find out if awma develdpment programme.i.e.
increasad Tussar production in fact will improve the quality of life
of the tribals . It secks to answer whether Tussar production is

suited for stimulating the progress for the popu_;ai;mn espe~
cially the weakest, how far it will protect the 1ntegr1ty of tha
sco-system within which the tribal system operates and how far
it will replace LI; Wlth systems of dependeucy [Dng:nmg} ISET.

(. . .

Integreating women's interests into a state Five. Ye-ar Pian
Karnataka} sponscreck by the Mlinistey of Scmal Welfare.

The study has been undertaken in. Kamataka o frnd DHI o what
extent development schemes have been.utilised by the women.
1000 households have bean surveyed in 2 districts of Xamataka,
Dakshin Kannada a developed district and ‘Gulbarga a-hackward
district. Time allocation has been recorded. Results are awaited.

We had submitted scme similar suggestions to. NSS(Q-technical
Committes - civen below.
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Indicate here time spent in follow ing-six activil

~ Suggestion forconsideration for NS5O 38th.R. Schedule
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Prohing Questions

ﬂlc duties -

1
2

Are you willing to accept gainful work at your housshold 2
The nature of work acceptable to you (regular full time - 1,

to, domie

(E"réason for your wsnal attachment
Non Availability of Gainful work-

Pressing need

e

L

At wds

3.

Occasional full time - 2

Qccasional part time - 4},

r

1

regular part time - 2
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Time disposition of persons in labour force

.-

during the week: ended o 72
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Additignal Codes

Animal Husbandry {own)

i

rats/ropes/garments/clath

Maintenance of building/repairs

Production of goods for self-use

2.
3

q.

Fetching fuel

Fetching water

3.

EEQE

Domestic chores
and child care.

6.

_Gookinq, washing .clothes and u
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28. Dpp:::;ﬁ.g. G -' Famll? Structure and Wo:nen g Hepr::.r:luctwe and
‘=i Productive Roles :. . . - _-;: =

- e

_ Some'Gioﬁce-ptijal 'ahd Methodc:lc:g_ica!. ISSHEE.
‘ — .:Wﬁ’brld ‘Employment Programme - Reseam_j:; Working
Papers, 1O, Geneva, 1979 o

FENTEE D

’ Th‘is ‘bapar pni’nts out tl'rat our understanding and analysis of women's
pmductwe and-reproduttive behaviour widl remain. mcomplete if we
do not GBITY ‘out more tomplex analysis of rcs',den..ial pal:tﬂms and
dome;ﬁc ‘6rganiszations This obviously-needs a more. smthetm approach
'conrbming cencepts and téchniques of several dJ._SGlpanES
The author discusses the deficiencies inherent in the use of the -
unitary 'housshold' model as an analytical too! in cross cultural
regedrchrand argues that women are usually so mfluenced by t.':cn-
jugal and kip ties that the latter neéd special analysh A new-
- framework- for. such analysis.is then.introduged, vlsuahsmg four
. pogsible: alternative .situations : (a) . women 5har1ng'a parcicular
U demestic tdsk or respeonsibility or nght with both hﬁsband and
kin, (b) With only kin, {c) with only spouse ahd fd} with no
one, performing alone. This framework thus C:Ombmas the study
-= ¢f the-conjugal divigien of labour, power,rights and duties in @ach
v % domestic ared with analysis of the extent to whmh these are also
shared by Kin groups

e

2»‘}— ﬁnker.R Eemogrﬂhlc change and R-:::le oT Woman - A Research
e ﬁ_ngramme in Developing-Coun tn.es

{ World Employment Programme RESEarch Workmg Papers ,ILO,
G&ﬂhva 19?_58 }

Thls paper see}cs to evclve a rssearch prc:-g amme wh.u:l-rwill focus
on an lmportant socio- economic phanomenc:h im- the develcrpmg

---_e:-;u_- so, ceountiies- thesinteraction berween changes in women's roles and -
i _-changes.in: demogxaphm beéhaviour { fertlll‘tj-’; mﬁrtalit}?, family
r;-ri-':_- sglructure 84 - L-_ An mter-n:lisciphnarr approach I's considered

v_'- .auxta_l;__le and ﬂ-n:ee broad typés of studies recommeuded +{a) collec~
- tisn. and Emaiysls of househoid survey ‘datas; {b} collection and

o analysm of SOGLO: %a.nthfﬂpﬂll.glcal data and; {c:]l “analysis: of urban
labour markets. At least one major cauntrsr study 1s5-advacated to
represent four major regions ('Latin América, Afia Sub-Sahara Africa

-~ ~-and-rhe Middle- E&st] &nd a number of smaller countries case studias

:.';-;-;' enuvisaged . to- thmw Lught on the functif}ning cfurban labedr markets

and on pclmlas ad&pted icr 1mpr0v1ng wcmen 5 mle and status.
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Krighna Raj M and Patel V = 's Liberation and the Politica
Ecotomy of Home Work" - I T i -
National Conference on Women's Studies,, April 1981

+

ThHis paper focuses on the problems. of definition, measurement
and analysis of the nature of housewark which is visualised as
an.econQmic category within the productive process of sociafty.
Discussing the socialist.~ feminist analyses of house-work , the
author suggests that housework has an. idsological function in
perpetuating the relations of production and argues that women's
oppression is not merely & cultural phenomenon, it has a material
base in house-work , independent of ker exploitation in the labour

Mukhopadhyaya § - Work énd Woinen : Seme Pertinent Is sues

Stregsing the difficultias inherent in applying the econemist's
definition of "Work” to the varied activities performed by women ,
this paper identifies two major problems concerninyg womRen And
work at.the macro level : T

i} problem of measuring the inten sity of effort spent in both
economic and the so-called nofi-economie activiti€s,and

il the problem of assessing sex-based discrimination prevalent
. in society to—day. This assessment tould lsad to-greater
societal awareness as well as to better tegal provisions.

Jain D - Women's Employment - Possibilities of Relgvant Research
Paper preparaed forf KULU Women and Development, Copenhagen, 1980
published by APCWD, Bangkok. T SR

Instead. of discussing the didlecties swrounding women's employment,

_this paper highiights four ongoing projects which serve I reduce the

hardships faced by women workers 1 (i) 'thé__M_'ahgr'as’rfﬂ'a' Enployment
Guarantee Scheme, (ii) the UNDP project to"Modernise the Woollen
Industry in Jammu & Kashmir, (iii} the Amul Dairy Project and, {iv)

_the Kamataka Sericuiture Development Project. Some of the impor-
rant findings of th_ls __"-'_-.urva;y are - S o ;

{a] There is _nééd_"to c'.pile_,ct t'as_k-s'p'efciﬂ{:ﬁﬁ.fcj:k data for men,
. women, and children to classify populaticn by assets held
apart from the routine classifications; o T
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Ei:ui; Whl-iE.. pmmotmg ernprln-yment thrr:-ugh 5 pEC‘-LflG pI‘Ojects it is

= ..not -::nhr mec-rtant to- assesﬁ ‘the number of man days generated
. but alsa to eatablish the spe.m.fic 1dent.1.t}r -:::.f the actiaal
henefimanes., o .
-F...Lﬁi: - in the’ choize of technolcgy, the cntenon of labaur intensive

et

51"0“1& be further dlsaggrega ted mtn female anr:l ma le labour
mte:nswe techmques e T

td) " necessary changes must be introduced so I:hat the: implications

of micro-surveys are fed back to the actual flield sifuations,
,-._,_.;_- = Y0 _pmduce 2. posuive impact on the target groups and

{e]"!. the mcast mtal ccmcept that stlll neads explmtatton through
' research is the concept of work. :

The authcr concludes u I:he rn:-st slgnlfl.cant way in whlc:h studles

- offwomen specially female labour and its. Emploment can improve
the s«conditions. of women is to link. the’ an,alysls and solutiéns to all
other groups which suffer from such distress - thus making research

-rg-oR womem. the radical edge to social transformation ".

PR BN
LeT o
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Mukhopadhyaya - S - “Women Workers of India : & Case of Market
Segmentauon in the bnck’ Woman m the Indlan Lahnur Force, ARTEP,
IEEJ Eangkok~1ﬁ8~'1": SR e .

.F - et

This paper pcints put that: th& cfuncept nf a hc-mogenc:us labour market
-iwheré Sl éstegoried of workers arerseeking. work onder similar markst -
conditions is no longer ®alistic;: 'Wagesoffered by employers are '
often lnﬂuenced by parameters like race, sex, caste atc. aparct from
‘the valie = prcrdut:timl:y -of the worker while the workers' participation
- “netraviour 15" inflvenced: by the-knowlédge .of the zignificant role
"p}a}'ed“‘by sirch’ parameters . ‘Thus we have-a situation of market
segmentatiﬂmwhere thé: labsur-market might-consist of a number of.
submarkets which endorse certain sets of workers differentiated not
by skil-or productivlty but. by” fa:::t:::rs such-asrace’, sex etc. This

- "paper argues that thé women workers o India also represent such a

. case of market segmentation. Sex-based eaming differentials are

~identified srhé Hrsr dinidhision of segmentation .and ‘siibsfantiated by

an analysis. of micro-studies periaining to diﬁfererﬁ-regmns of India.

Iha .Same; segmentation Ls revealed by. the pec,;.lhal;mes cf the female

-_..o-:cupat,i:anal stmc.ture.\ In r.ha rural &ectcnmct& t.han ED% of women

workers are concentrated in agricu.lture and alhed actiwues while in
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“the urban sector. they crowd the lowest paid ]Dbs Whether in the
.. informal or in the organised Sector. So far as the labour force
. partunpatnry behavigur of fémale” warkers is concemed, itis

lhfluenced by many more vanables l:han in the case of males e.g.-
no. and age of children, extant of domeatlc work etc. Availdble
data for India shuw that the age specific female work parucipatmn
of rural women is umformau&r associated with higher rates. As
ragards women's own perceptioh of thelr role, most'studies indicate

that their économic fole is perpeiveid fmoré as one of supplementing

the famil:.r ihcome rather r.han &8s one 1eaﬂ1ng tc: emam.mpation or
equallty of status.

Jain D, Chand M - “The Importance of Age and Sex Specific data in
Household Surveys for the Regional Semmar an Hn}usehald Surveys in
Asia, ESCAP, Bangkok 1980.

The main gonclusions that emerge from the paper are:

a) that all surveys have an implicit value base which needs to
" be explicitly stated as a preamble o thé surveys; -
b) that household surveys should take note of the interests of
women and children and provide for appropriate investigations
and appropriate tabulations by age and sex;

cl that the schedules should be 5o I:ie-.sig.nédxa'.s to captare the
processes, systams and conditionz of the people of these, as
yet agricultural and-tradi-tion-—bo_unr:_l socleties, and investgate
.in particular wemen's-participation in developmental programmes
and the benefits derived therefrom, N

d) that in order to pmbe the pattem of work and IEJ.SL'I:I'E among
women , time disposltion studies be undertaken. with the aid
of appropriate schedules that would accurately capture the
pattems and-the regicunal variations therein; and

e) that whemver necessanr, fe.-male investlgators be used for the
collection of data from women on matters cr::uce.rnmg them.

: Kle«.ra.ne Wanda. Mmge 'uoes Laﬁcmr Ilme'j.‘lec'rease' with Industriali-

satlcn .

This. paper e:ca.mmes the direction of -:hange in the c-::mpc:s;tmn
of family. Lahc:ur time as a result a: m:lust: 1a11$at10n It contradicts
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fhe assumption thaf wprk mput by children in psasant agriculture 1s

limited. In fact’ the pmgresswe postponemem of their role as workers

inside or outside the homeé has bBeen :an impostant feature of modern,,
industrialised societies and has resulted in a reallocation of family
labour time . Available - ‘studies suggest that there is actually an.

" increase in -the labdur time required for the-maintenance of-the family
- and it view of the¢ extended 'childhood’ in post-industrial socisty,

- this ‘ingreaséd- work requirement has to.be met by women. - In contrast
" tg & 2-7. 4 hourwark day in an-agricultural spciety, in industrial
'-suclstles woren: are found to wnrk 5.8 - 9.5 hours ﬁeach day

_'Gollav:tm_g Stat:l.stlcs o Agrlcultural Populatmn and Errlpioyment

> FAO, Rome 19?3

This Guide is intended to help persons organising censuses-and
surveys to measure different aspects of agricultural population and

employment .- Eflffemnt objectives for collection of relevant statistical

data. are discussed and four types of observational.units proposed :
individual persons, fams pr holdings, houshelds and localities,

. villages or small adminstrative sub-divisions. A deteuled metho-

dolcugy for data collection is pmwded a5 well'as & spacimen programme

_‘ o for statls‘tms collection which could be adopted even by deweloping
. counr.nes Areas needlng further resezrch are J.dentlfled -Annexures

" _contain EPECJ.II].E'H queatlonnames ‘and specimen summary reports from
'selected countries and Cy lJ.st of references pertinent to the sub;act

L matter of, the Guide.

37.

Eardhan, Pranab o S_t:mé Emplc:u'yrﬁe'nt and Unemployment.
Characteristics of Rural Women : I An Analzsm of NES Data for

We‘.:r“Benqal 15?2 ?3" - -

In rural emplay‘ment plannlng, it is meortant to understand and

‘quantify the’ spemﬂc employment and unemployment characteristics
of tural women because the: female labour market has some special

" “features ag a resul‘t of which the nature of employment programmes

for whlch they may be ‘availahle are often quite différent from those
for men. This paper provides some quantitative dimensions for some
of these employment and unemployment characteristics of rural women.
The analysis is based cn some specdial tabulations carried cut by the
author on data for about 4900 sample hsuseholds from more than 504"
sample villages in West Bengal by the N550.
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White, Ben]amm' *Tha Economic Importance of Children in a
Javanese Village in Population and Social Orgam.sar.mn {ed) Moni

Nag. The Hague Huusten 1975

The study gues ti.DTJ.S the view that rural overpopulation emphasises that
prospactive Javanese parents. have no egonemic- justification. for
producing large families of potenttal~labourers.- Based on detailed time

" allosation data from 40 households the- study reveals that (i) most

children bedgin tasks batween the ages of 7 and 9, (i) productivity per

- hour of children's agricultural labour is not much lower than that of

adults. This is true of non-agricultural wage labour as well,,

(iii} many tasks performed by children whiie nnot productive are
nacassary, as they free houséhold members for productwe Iahour and
{iv}) children from large families tend to be more prot:luctwe than
children from small families.

.dém Mea[d "The. Economic Aetivitles of Children in a Village in

Bangladesh Population and Development Review, Vol. 3 ND 3 1977.
The population Gnunci].., 1 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, N Y

The study analyses the work can'ﬂfida-u-ticn of the child, the time spant
and their age of entry into economic tasks in Char Gopélpur village
in Bangladesh. - It is based on time allccation data collected from
120 heouseholds divided into 3 groups based on landholdmg It

revealad that children are net producers az early as age 12, compen-
sate for their cumulative consumption by age 15 and compensate for
their ewn and sister's cumulatiyg gonsumption by age 22: The cost

of feeding children overshadows other child-rearing &05ts mcludmg
clothing . education and marriags, ' .

Khan, &.R., et al, Employment, Indome and the Mc_biiiéaﬁon of Local
Resources:d S.tudy of two Bangladesh Villages.{(ARTEF, Bangkok., 1981)

Thea objective of this study ig to estimate the potential employment
and pcutput in the Small ‘.hllage: GCommunities and to see how such
potential could be reahsed Characteristics of labour foree partici-
pation, cropping pattem and income distributicon in the two sample

-villages are taken up for ﬁetaxled analysxs Possibilities. n_f gensra-

ting emplqment and income are then discussed, in the light of
altermative polxcy_packagea- T
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Methodology

Appendix 1




A . —l[+- ot
INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL STUDIES.

3"‘ ’

Schedule O : List of households and samnle selgctlon

Period of Survey: : | Sianature of InveStioat@
State Tehsil : - Name of Investigator
District zlllage: i o
House |Housej Name | _Household size fAverage’j Per .house | TLand. ’ No.of IIT sif No.of
Number {hold of “Agult | Children Total monthl¢ Capita hold fotal-ﬁgﬁgf Culti- adult }employed jpersons
sr.No{ head |M F |M ] F consumexr monthly |m.l.a steadl vated| Wor- in non- A“_g ge g
of - > xpendi- consumenr (code ) | ‘ kers |agricul-
house ture (Bs, )| expendiw : , M| F [{ture | ;
hold ture (Rs, ) Househol d;
. : . industry
: _ code
1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 1l L2 43 14 15i 16 17 18

v
3

a) hausehold means of livelihood codes:Rural labour (i) Agricultural Labcuy 1
Other labour ', -2
(ii) Self employed in Agriculture-Owner cultivator -3;
Tgnant cultivator -4
(iiig Self employed in' jion-agriculture - 5
(iv) Others - 6, 1 '
Note:Persons 14 years ‘and above will be treated as adult.

Schedule @ was used for collecting data for the households of three villag| 5,Mehtoli,Etrampura and Chentoli in
Weir Tehsil ,Bharatpur District ,Rajasthan in October 1976, ,

The Schedule was derived from the National Sample Survey Questionnaire of | e 27th Round after discussions with’
experts of the NS, , '
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_INSTITUTE OF CIAL STUDIES |
Study of Rural Households |

Schedule 0,1 : Census of households | ,
' !

'

3
LS

_Land with houschdl

Date: .
Hame ot Investigator - 1)3wne?0tal.
SJnature. S Household - ! Homest&ad:
i Tehsil s1.No.: L
- - Village: _ House no._ S ii)Cultivated:
Caste ¢ _ .1 .
iii)Irrigation of
- | cultivated landg;
Yame of all members of : : ‘ ; . (Last Occupational Willing
aousehold + 5 Siigt;?nzgégeﬁgld (ﬁzégié,2 ' birthday) o Fgggggggrigticg - : work(t
Sex Age Agri-{ = Non-agri Non-" asked
» | cultufe culture worker L

-

schedule Oﬁiﬁwas can¥assed on all households in the sample villageé of Bhéraf

this Schedule was to identify households on the basis of their net hirer in,nq

test the differences in the two approaches(Schedule O and Schedule 0.1 to obsg
oreferred classification system.

LS : ﬁur‘and Birbhum.districts. The Cens
of households was carried out in October 1976 in Bharatpur and December 1976 Jin District Birbhum. The objective

i

t hirer out status and secondly to-
&ve differences and ascertain the




INSIII g QE SQCIAL SFUQIEg
List of Co ges for figl dn ggtlgatgrg for §ggg ule Q,

P ———

OCCUWat"’al Ch :«.ti igti 1C7 \
%%E;QU tu; = ) ! : - ’
Poor peasant only hlrlng himself out .01-07.
~Casual : $0L
. =Attached 02
: ‘»—Bonded . 03
ii JPoor ‘middl‘iie»_ ,do«:s no‘t hlre i? ST
or hire out L Tk 304 o
———r b
"~ does ni .
in labou P 05
iv)Cultivator yonly superv1ses work in. ' famm 106
v) Landlord, collects ‘rent only O 107
‘ N N=a r;guitgrg v Q PR :“20-26
; Non-agrlcultural labour(Wage paig) . L
- <'Casual’ : ’
Permanent B --Attached ; $21
'>i~ - Bonded f 122
ii)Household Industry(self employed) 123 .1
111)Trade (self—cmployed) 224
;Serv1ces tn : P 25
Salaries (non-manual labour) K 125,
Non-workerg _ , '40”47
i)Attending educatlonal institutions ‘éf 140
~half day R :40 ¢
~full day o 4l o
ii) Domestic Work = LI B 2
~-half day Tt 42
-full day Sy L 343

iii) Physically disabled | S T
- Not' old R e

iv) Non-avallablllty of work SR S
, - Usually enqaged 1n S s 46

v) Other reasons - ; | fﬁ i ”,;/‘ {ﬁ L 347 o




s | Institute of Social Studies.
| Rural Household Study

Schedule T

Record of Time DlSpOSltlbn of Household Members

uSI.Nb. v Dates of |
of Hh. Age

. . ' , observa-~
N (Comp~- Sex Marital Educa- Occu- e
member Neme Ty cte (Maq) Status  tion  Skill pation ~ ti0R
' - years) (F-2) i s

o ~ )
Iy

12 3 4 5 6 78 g

Iime Disppsition  Activity Tools Used Activity Tools Used

am s i
o 6.00 - 6,30 ,
T 6.30 = 7,00
| 7.00 - 7,30

7.30 - 8,00 - _ ' -
8.00 - 8,30 '
8.30 -~ 9.00
9.00 - 9,30
9.30 -~ 10, 00
10,00~ 10. 30 |
10,30~ 11,00 . _
11,00- 11,30 .
11.30=- 12,00 N N Y

M e ks < o

12,00~ 12,30
| 12.30- 1,00 _ “ -
IR 1.00 = 1.30 | ‘ | *
S 1.30 = 2.00.

2,00 - 2,30 - . __ S
7 2,30 -~ 3,00
3.00 - 3,30
3.30 - 4,00
4,00 - 4.30 ' !
4,30 -~ 5,00

TN 500 - 5.30

{/ \\\\5.30 - 6,00

e SN .B0 - 6,30
' - 7.00

w7 sl T BRETIIET

" )gBO\- 8,00
sf@o - 8. 30

.Q‘?O ~ 9. OO
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Selection of State, District and Tehsil have already been described in
Section~I, Selectian of NSSO nyalauc village uged the following stepss

(a)  From the census of householdsconducted by the NSSO for their
R7th round for each village, only those villages were conaidercd
which had a fair distribution of households across the three *
means of livelihood codes, ramely:

1) se]i'éexnployed in agriculturc i _ ;
2) rural labour; and L
3) otherg. . ' .

(v) From the list of villagos obtained in step (a), only those with
a moderate number of houscholds (150-200) wore retaincds This
wag necossary to avoid the risk of sclocting a amall village
which might bo a satellitoc of a largar village, or a large
village which might have acquired the charectoristics of a
mofussil town;

. ‘
(¢}  The above list was oxamined for 'purity! of rural charectoristicse
Tho villagos, that wore on highways or nar bus stops Were rojoctods
A distance of 3-~7 km from the ncarost bus stop wag a desiroed chare-
cteristic of the sclocted villago,

(a) The final scloction of samplod villages was woighted in favour of
those villages (in “the list dorived from (c¢) which Wwore known to
have & "™ormal® proportion in tho labour forcos This was donc in
order to avoid the risk of sclocting thosc villagos whoro woman
wore not in the labour fores for roasons of status or treditione

Tho two miclaus villagos scloctod varc Mchtold in Weir Tchsil, Bharebpur
District and Kiita in P,S,Dubrejpur, Birbhum district,

Two villages wore added to theso muclcus villages both for providing ninimum
sample sizo for district lovel cstimatos, as woll as a Melugber! of villages
to capturc sociological variations, Estimational valuc howovor, got cancolled
&8 housshold scloction was not random, but purposives

The following 1s a detailed stop by stop cmmoretion of the gozgpdis:
methodology:

Stopl |

Census schedulo Ol was oantvassod1 in all houscholds in all throe villages

in cach districte The paramcters on which information was obtained for
the houschold and individual, respectively ares

1 schodules attached
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Houschold -~ operated lanmd (sbandard unirrigeted)

- fanily sizg,sor,agce BY inforence the
labour force wag alge availablc.

Tndividusls -~ ago,sct [dcm::zlgrﬁphic}
Qecpatiom] charectoristios,viz.agriculture or
non-acriculture o both, or mon-worksr (the
roazons for non-paciicipation wore attonding
cducational ingtitutlons, cngeged in damestie
work,egc and physical disability ). '

Stop=e

were . f
In oach village, all houscholds withoul fomalcs foxeludods Tho rest were
clagsificd Into throo eatcgorios, viz.

4 - Exclusirely agricultural
B - Exclusively non-agricultural

¢ — isgricultural-om-non—agriculiurel

4 houschold fell intw citegerics TAY or tBt only if all the working membors
wors angogod inoxclusively agricultursl o non—sgricultural cecupdtions,
respeciively.

4y B and ¢ wore consldered scpirate simpling frames. The simple size from
czch wag 15 poreant of cach frameo (viz. O.l54,0.15B,2nd G.150).

Shap=3

In the 'At houscholds, the average family Ilabeuwr impub por widt of cporatod

Jond was compubed from the partieipation and Iand data of thoso houscinlds

that ncither hired in nor hdred cut labour. Since this averegc wos obacrved

" to decline with inercasing land helding, an averege was compubod for cach of
the following landholding siZes: '

In Bighas
0&~5
§ - 10
10 - 15

i5 - 20
20 & moreo

On the Bhais of the deviation from their respcetive average, all the bouse—
hol&s_m PAl were classifiad 2s fNeb Hirors Qubt! or !Het Hirers Tt of labours
Tha d:i‘i}'crc:mc of the matic (of the houachold avercge te the land class
averzge) from unity domgied the porcomtézo of net hiring out or net hiring=in
of the houschold, ' e v



The sirate of sampling of 14t houscholds wng thercfore as follows: . -

Nobt Hirers Qut . . O - lich Hivers T

P10 - 509 1200 0P 50-50P 0100 P -50 P W
< .1..-_‘ . e .
The. fomelo porsicipation rato in cich housciold wis osloulatsd as PE,Whem
WF waz the mwboer of peinfully amployodt fomles, and F was the -~ totdl
.numbar of femades in the age grow 5+, The villaze average fanelco partici-
pation was computed aa the guoticnt of all the working females and fanales
aver the agc of 5 yoers.. The doviation of the fomale pazticipetion of thp
bouschold. from thz corrosponding rate for tho villags, uxprosscd az a oo
-percentagey wis cileulated, : C o

Step-5

. In ozdar to wcight the stmple in foavour of the tpoor! rural houasholds
with prodominentdy net hdrer out status and howvecholds in which famale
participstion wes bolow average or low, 4 woightcd 2-strota sampling/
design was gwployed in AT houscholdse (In JB! 2nd 5! only onc atrata
gampling was amployed, a8 oxplained holow)a . " .

Fampling from L4t

(a) - Io order %o weight the smplc towards tpoont houscho 3ds, the lowor
bound of cach cdiss intervil was ineréescd by 4101, so that the
elass intcarvwel of the houscholds belonging o ihe 'Hot Hivors Qub)
{(NHO) category wore dssignod a hishor 't valas as campared to tho
negative ot Hirors It (MHI} houscholdse Tho woights wore
;ssigned by np, vhere o weg the frogquency in tha class interml,

(b) ~ Having claildted the simple size of cich strata, tho A i

- frow tach sib-girata was calewlated, fgain waightod msqfi?mlﬁri?q

" houscholds with low female participation, as dotailsd. balow in
gadipling frem B, 0 ' ) -

Sam}li_'t_ig _f:mm BT

The simIpla Wa,g .dzﬂﬁ'n'i‘rcm ans '.é'ﬁl‘ﬂ-t'L}II[.l rc o 2 riatior -
_ ; T o gn ] y reprogentod by the deviation of - -
the houschold famalo perticipation mbe from tho correspording rate for-.-
Eill; vi%-gc as a _1&ml¢;::rangu1,3- from-100 por cont bolow avorege to croataor
% 1 por cent above @vertges Thi class Intorvals of tho stratum worg .
100, 25 350, -0 25, B0 0, -LOO0 ~50, -L0O, o
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intervals of approximately 2 months.

In order to weight the sample in favour of households in
which female participation was below average, the upper bound
of each class interval wag incremented by +10l1, thus assigning’
a higher 'K' value to households with low. female participation
and viceversa, The weights were- denoted by nk, where n -was

nk . .
the frequency in the class interval, Thereafter the number
of households to be sampled from each stratum indicated by
this formula, were randomly selected.,

sampling from C -

The procedure adopted for'samplino frOm‘E was repeated for

~sampling from C,

'Fieldllhveétiqétibn ; - o C /

The investigators have recorded the time disposition of all
members of selected households in +the village in a day. The
observation includes activities in the house and outside. The
investigator spent two consecutive days on each selected - i
household. While the activities of all members in the household

‘age 5 and above¢wﬁf§recorded, the focus was on the adult females

and it was her activities that were observed. If there was more
than one adult female, the 1nvest1gators were asked ®o record

as far as possible activities in the ‘'house'. on- the flrst day
and activities ‘outside' on the second.

Other rules devised on the ground were: o _—

(i) . the members of a household who were in any form of
'regular' employmént (usually males) their standard
hours of work was- recorded without observation. They -

-were questioned about their act1v1t1es whlch were
recorded on a recall basis.

(ii) those who were away for the day - marketing, visiting
etc. were asked on return, or other members were asked
and recorded, Whichever recording was on recall, the -
'R' was marked against data, It was from this that
Wwe were able to device an estlmate of 40-45% data as
‘recalled' )

When observed members were concurrently engaged in more than
one task then all the tasks were mentioned in Activity
columns, at the recording stage,

Time of 1nvest1gatlon

our 1nvestlgators visited- the households usually between 7-11
in the morning and again 1 or 2 to 8 in evenings. They felt
that the maximum activity both within and outside the household
toek place at these hours and in.the day most persons have
lunch and rest whether in the fields or in the homes.

It was intended to make 6 recordings (really 12 in the sense
that the same household was visited twie¢e), at regular
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Hoewovror,, due o a nmber of reasons tho rouwnds wore ot roguler, particlt-
larly in Rajasthan, Aceordimg +o tho saEple gluc two invostizators wore
ncoded in Fajasthon 4o complote the rourd in 2 months {samplo size 52) and
throe wore roguired in West Bongal (sampls aizc 750

However, whih the ficld study was sartoed only one invostipetor in Bpj2gthan
and two In West Bengal werc aveilable, honas tho first wound toolk donger in
both 3tatess Socondly, in Rejasthan, during tho 1977 Merch clzeticns freoe
liguor was boing distributed cnd a ripe chge Wis roportéds Tho NS8O officcrs
advised us to suzpend recording for a . fow wanks and asked tho. Irmvostipntcor
to roturn’ to Ddhi.. Thirdly, the 1997 monsoons Wore plriiculardy sovere and
the villags wes under floods so flsc tho wvestigators roome Trovel botwoon
the throe vwillapos bacme ceevodingly difficuld and again the investigator
had to roturn to Dolhi ond sugpond rocording for couplo of weitkss  Thoso
lapsos woro made up by throo investig2tors rocsrding time budgot oty In the
next rounds, as well @s the addition of onc month, Joauary 1978 boing added
to the schodulo, h

relatively
Chart T describes the Fejasthan seliedulca  West Bongal wagf Tozillar,
| Rejesthan . . ) oL d .
I  20th Doce ~ TEh My ~ 4} months .

IT 2lst May - 4th Scptomber ~ 3% months
IIT 5th Scptcmbeor — 4th Octobor - 1 month
V- 5th October - 25th Qctobor = 3 wecks
¥ . 25th Octobor - 25th Hovembor — 1 month
VI  R6th Novonbeor — 26th Docombor — 1 month

The Tirsgt five rounds in West Bongal and the first four in mjasthan had
schedulos whore tine intorvels wore ziveon in the schédule and aetivitics
had to bo recorded (schedules attachod)s This was laoter changod when
activities werc listed and the tino had to be resordod. Wiil: the sccond
schedule proved cslar to £AI1 for the imvestigetor, ond poerhaps rocorded
Ling nere dccurately, it boeoms difficult during coding to ‘rocord such
deteiled nimitos. )

Tnitially the time intorval scheduls wes nocessery in ordor o pickiip a1l
the 2etiviticse Tho socotd schoduls was clogs te the stendaed nethodelogy
and provided comparability for two rogions. - It scams nccossary: iR tha
pro~tost and micro studies to have fres style recording of activitics,
rother than time especilally sineo activitics vexy in difforent agro—
clivatic régions, _ _ - : ;

In our stady botter data was obtzined fron the first schedule, but poThaps
boemuse the investigators were not used to £1lling +imo the soeond kind ’
as it wog ondy introducod at the last phazo.
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In both FRjasthen end West Bongal the ecnsus of houacholds was canwoased Ly
 the BB roscerch steff with the holp of the H350: Invogtigators fron Ju:.pm
in tho ooss of Bheratpur and G‘llcu:t“tﬂ. in the' orso of chs‘b Er:ﬁgml. .

West Bogu-l_ o ' ) _ Bl,]ﬂ-sth&n_cﬂnsua
Rokha Ry IS8 sialmeln IS
Socne Adhilkerdl Tss - ¥olini chond =3
CaWJEe - mssO | LKChitra’  NESO
: T ' $il.ghorme . HS30

Tilns Disposition:

Hﬂkhﬂ"ﬁﬂﬁ‘" | Ticcs = DoCs Se4lmodiz " Doce = Doce
Scostt Adhilnric  w _.‘._'_ " . itl Ghosh Foks
'Hossanara;-ﬂegufﬂ. Jalte = My . . Fijoyelokshnl Aug, - Octse

harti Ths Junce - Docs -sushcoJ: e July - Doca

Tho NSS{} Band, round schodulos were oo 'nﬂssocl on the strplo hovadhclde both
in Ao jo shHan cmd Jdicst Bongale  Thay word cdmvigsed by famelc mvosm'ﬂtors-
Thore ware & Jmres bl@tf}rs in Hiosthan ond 3 in Wost Bor :J.i. J.L.l:b_y
Rl schﬂﬂté_'wcro canvessoed por &dy, later 4 schodulés. The cxureiso ook
approximatoly 5 deys in ?h'laasﬂhn o% houscholds ond 3-8days in West Bongnl
fo houscholdsa i o ; oo .

In Mjosthon the investontors wora;g .

= Mr1lini Chand

- Halini gekhoran

- S, Llnolu

- gughila o

In YWost Bongsl thoy worc: _ _.

~ Seemy Adhilopd |

o Aarii as )

Melini chend hod gone to West Bongal to ﬂ:q_:rl_.in. the schodule and how it ig

0 be ctmvassed bub was wmble: to camwiss. It 4. ta thu}__ u.;*ge Shc wag .
agalstod In the ﬂzgkmtlon W T [os Cupt.:L..

The sthodulos were edimmased in Hovcober,1.977 :l.n El;asthan :l.mi in Dooed977
in West Bongol, .

1 fnjesthan both non and women were interviowad, usuall;,r individually and
during the days They wore intorvicwed both in tho. houses or in ths ficlas
vheragvor avallable, ~ ds Aliela was foniline with tha gample housdhclds she
knew shere thay would be dmilable, Intorviews Wors conduztod durine the

dny fion aboub 8 2ut — 6 pun, With 4 broak for lunsh fofa souple of hours,



The general impression about respondents policy fo.
answel questions in relation to block 5 is that they hive
a tendency to report the similar pattern of =aotivity for all
7 days. Regarding block B investigators felt that the
respondents ware not aware of opportunities, alternatives,
cptions in terms cf empleyment. MNot having the knowledge they
usually did not seek work. ' B

. : : a .

Cn klock 2 our investigators have /positive impression.
They feel that respondents could answer these guestlons Wwith

confidence and in detail; but this ability was related/the L
fact: —to

2) that they were extremely familiar with the invéstigators.

k) £he investigators already had a detailed profile af the
woman's work pattern. Therefore whether such a.
guestionndire can be snswered in the absence of such
familiarity is an open guestion.

Regarding the tendency for under reporting one of the
perceptiors of our investigators is that when they are first
asked in block 4 or % they would like to report that they are
noa-workers becsuse they presume that covernment through these
surveys Will thereby provide them some employment. Therefores,
if they say they need work and they are not working, they-fesl
they will be counted as those to be supported. a -

Thiz is one of thé additiconal reasons that gur investi-
gators provided for not reportindg. : :

Dmta Processing

Tnitially all the tabulations were done manually.
Broadly the activies were divided into 3 cateqories

1) gainful
2% household chores
3) perscnal

- ' I .
Household Aotivitiess were further classified into

21l cooking

2% washing clothes and utensils
23 child care

24 fetching water

25 fetching fual.

Howewer, all children i.e. male and female (5-14} were
grouped together for purposes of tabulaticn.



- papulaticns were done to see variations Iin intensity of
- ‘work accerding to seasons, . landhelding, feligion amd -
- ethnieity; and-by net hirer in/met hirer out households.

However, it was later felt that meore detaiied tabulations -
were regquired and that it would beg useful to hawve tle data
. caded and programmed.

The ‘ackivikizs were coded - 2ccording to the same broad
- glassification referred to abeove - but into 42 activities
{cee list of activities!?. o :

In Rajasthan with which we arg more faniliar, investli-
gators had cften recorded 2ctivities for =2 day expanding upto
17-18 hours., This wider coverage usually referred to:-personal
activities, but cccasionaliy it referred to gainful activities.

During computerisaticn it was decided to use a cukt-off
pericd at both ends, going from & AM Lo 9 PM, In using this
cut off point it is our estimats that we lost only .1%% of
ohserved recording by which most activities are likely teo be
"personal® (toilet, bathing, washing etes ) B

~ knother agpect of recording was occasigns when on day 1
one‘of the adult members of the househeld, normally is actlve
in or around the housgheld left the house for mare than half
a-day and therefore was not available for observaticon recording.
This led to 2 gap in the data on that persen which as much as
pessible was. overcome by the visit the next day.

HoWever, since during coding for computer, only the first
day ‘s .data wag taken, it was important that wherever t]gdre was
unusual phefomend the- second day's. récording was taken.

Thus though ‘the reference points were not 12 for computerisa-
ticn, the second observation day was included whenever there
was unusual -aspect in the activiry programme of an cobserved
individual,: ' T ; ' o -

at the <doding stage criterion were used as follows
when activities were:
i) gainful and "others", gainful waa”given'pridfityii
ii)  household chores and parscnal, household
.. chaores given priority: - _
iii} two of the same set on two consecutive haif hour
' intervals than 1/2 walues attached to each;

iv) when twe of same 'set' but not comsecutive,
first menticned was taksn.



Definitions

Congls 1961

For the 1881 ecrfus she basis of YOIk Wag sotiafiod if the porson had sonc

regllor werk of mors than ons hour o doy thouuzhent thoe gusrior pact oF the
worldfe actson - in %Ho eoso of stfsonnl work 1ilk: enktivotion, livestock,

deirying, houschold, industry choe

™ the sdse of regular oployment In any trode, poofossion, scrvico, busi-
ness of commeres, 4 workor whs rogdrdod 45 ons who wos crployed dusine amy
0f the fiflcen doys Irocedine the doy on which tho hovgchold wvas visitod.

A0 cduli woren erpaged in heuschoid: dutles but doing no other produstive
work to cugnent the fanily(s roswrcos was wisicered. 4 mon-vorker, If,
howevor, she cngigod in work such 25 yies poundiar for solc o WIEos o1

in domoetie scrvicos for wges for others or ninding cattle ar sclling
 firewood or naldng and solling cowdung enkes ow ETrisSyCticy,she was to bo
treatod 2s Workor,, ' - ’

Corsus 1971

Unlike the 1961 Qonens-1971 Gonsues regirded wovkor os a poerson whaso rain
aotivity is popticipation in sy ecomnionlly produghive work by Nis physiecnl
or nontal activity, Whvker wis ragardod as ons Wi ot only «onetutl work
but 2lsp supsrvision end Aircotion of Work, dioes

In scagomal work such as eultivation, livasgtock, keoping plontotion work,
obc., the posonts rmin cotivity wis ascortoinsd with refcroncn o such
work in ths lagt ono yoor oven if he wos mk ceomonically active in the
work prior to cmmorction. TFop cruple If personts min cetivity waos
egriculturad labourar but in the werk PricT %o cmmorction he orgaged
hinsclf 3¢ 2 suzoreanc factory Iobourer, he wos eatogoriscd oz om agricul.
turnl Lbourer while the sther wopk wis troatod os his subsldicrgy waork,
& r2a or o wondp who unznzed poeinarily in housdicld dubiss such ag coolting
for own houschold or porforming 1ownt houschold Mtics,or a boy or girl
who was priparily o student cttending cdurdtionnl institutions, was not
regarded as a full tine workor cven if he or she hedped in the fapilyts
\economic cetivity. On the othor hnnd if o pereen wis princrily ongaged
Lo sone scononic cetivity out 2t the sanc tine olso atbended housahold
choTos op night sehool he or she wos trogbed as 0 werker,

N3§ BFth Round (197373 ) | _

Por the W3S 278h Rownd o porssn was trentod as currentldy working {during
the roference pericd of one wock) or usually woTikdne (ower & Ions pPoriod)
if he or sho pursved sone gainful activity during the pazisd of rof (ahylut o it
The lnbowr time utiliged for pursulng tho aciivity oay hove boen cvon one
hour por doy on an avorngo,- During &.short poriod, the perssh avhachod
w0 eaio gilnful woek whs hove ot boeh 2ttending to that work far o faw
Goye 9 oven for the botter period of rofercnee duc to sicknces or for
othér recsons, such os, onjoyment of holiday,loave,ote, but nonctheloss
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he or she wis considered oa worlking. The cuwrront octivity ontogory codes
4153 woroaseignod for, 1l currently working PETEERE, (leca considorod
working during the referense periad of one weok)s Thoe uaual sotivity _
entogory codes 11-l7 wore agsiznod for oll usually worldrg porsons {L.te’
canald.e...cd w::r}a.nb ugu~lly over a lﬂm poriodle

L pcrsan i‘ound tv:: 't:rﬁ angzzad in h:.s WL f‘m-nfcnt “‘prisc/pr@fcssion,até.
or was in cuployncnt in others 2 mfontorprisg/profeagion,ctics or was in
castel omplogment. in czriculturnl/nom-agelouliaral 2etivitics or was
working o8 a hoelpoF in houschald farn/mon-farn entorpirdlse dwrdng the
refarenco Wookidns temod Currendtly-worldng (or currently in gainful
amploynent ).  Ineludod in the 2bove eltogory wore thoso porsons who tempo~
rarily abgtrined fron work on ang day of the reforonee Week or during the
whole porded of tho week dus to siclhess or othor reasons without having
beon disoncdpsd or loft fron the work or mploymunt. .

- gasually Wridns: 4 poersen fouwnd o be dsuwnlly (i.ce -:}vc,r long pez "ldd}
angiged in his own fﬂrﬂ:y’enicmﬂsusfp"ﬁftsamn,etc. ar was usually on
casucl aploynent in ageienlbu-el/aon-agvicultaral ectivitics or had boon,
working in houschold fum,/mn—f'lm. enborprise 25 holpor was tormed eagvally
War@: (or enzwilly id goinful coploynment). ™

Nes: azr{i Jound (1977278}

For thcr }135 SE.J:ﬂ. mund, a poerason considercd” to be wrldng Af he or sho had
whilag pursm*r any goinful ocodpation workad for ot liast one hour on ot
locst ons dz 7 furing tho weok preccoding the dote of swevoye L porson weg
considerdd to be scekixz and/or availobls for work if Auring the roferonec
weak no gainful work wos done by the porson but he or she hod during the wook
mde of forts to sot work andfor was awiloble for work during tihc roforonco
weel: though not cctively socking work, Workers wers further elnssificd into

For the seﬂcmd bISS Szm found perticipation eite in 2ddition to these werkers
who foll. in the 11 stotus cobegorics {l.cs codos Osle7l) all thosc who engaged
in cﬂdc 95 Taln i‘rcm« gallocticonw of ruods worc alse includod ce worlors,

Thc ;Lct:.v;m.os *‘Dl to ?1 ay Q_ognslqcrcd Iga:._nﬂllt and 2 porson aogazwl In agy
of than'is considored. Iworldng! or tomployed!, thoe activitios 51-82 Connote

tynomployoentl,  The employod and vhe! u.m:g:.layw woncther constitute what is
ctllod the Iobowr foree 2nd porpons placed i those catoporics are enid

to bo in OR to bo pteldcipoting is the lobour forece The ramaining setdvi-

ticsy hanely S1-99, -arc considored tmot gainful:! and porsons ongaged in awy

of than nre congidercd tﬂ bo fout of the labour forcct,

T -..::.._

NS5 52116. Round: - Eanc L:ay resulis on Erployomont and Unceploymont -
VM., IEhdclor.



Ehmgaratlve téhulatwnn ot 1ﬁ£ﬁr‘

Cénsus 0.1,

L. Demographic

2.0ccupation

_‘l_T.'-

Census 0.0

1ation collected in Census

Census 0.1

L) Name of the head 1 )Name. ,Age, sex of

of ‘household

membe rg
{5 years cld and
above
2)Family size: -
_ anemales,ﬁales
bJadults
chlldren(lS years
and below) _
3)Caste " 2.)Caste
1Number of adult lJDccupatinn of -
working,males, each ‘member(+5 ),
ferales. Whether agri-.

2 Means of liveli-
hood, whethe

-agricultural
lahour
-otha labour. .

-self employed in

agriculture
-owner c¢ultivator
-tenant cultivator
-self emplayed in

ncn—agrﬂculture
-others

=11 houaehold

culture( Acn-
agriculture{B)
?r no—worker
M

Agricul tures’

-pooxr peasant,

biring himself
outicasual

-attached bonded
-poor middle .

peasant,neither

_ hiring in or

hiring out. labhour _

~fiddle & big.

peasant,nect hiring
in labour

-cultivatogronly

supervises wirk -

con fart.
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Census 0.0 o _".' Census D l

—Landlﬂrd only leases uut land
_—Nnn—agriculture
'—Labﬁur:casual,attacheﬂ,honded

-Self employed in housshold
industryl{pattern smithy, car-

« penter etc. 10 individual
codes.

. ~Self-enployed in services
A bharber,washerman,religious
SeTVices etc.l2 codes ).

=N Nén-workgg:

aJ-caﬁqal

Attending educational
institution

Domestic work
Fhysically disahlead
non-availability of work
. f:.:_T - 1 - i b Willingness to work
s . not willing to work

o © 7 Willing to work half/day
I S full day
. Land holding. 1Jowned land, . Extant of irrigation of
S T : L cultivated land
=.,2 JHomestead. land;. Not irrigated
' SJCultlvated lard  25% irrigated
' 50% irrigated
Fully irrigated

Consumptlen expendlture
l]ﬂveraqe monthly MNot canwassed

Consumpiion
expenditure
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Definitions that were used in Note

“agricultural household! : A household in which all gain-
tfully emploved members are
engaged in agriculture is

defined as an agricultural house-
hold.

'Gafnful employment! : The usual status participation
: of MY mumber of the housshold in
-N35 categeries of "farm! activi-
~ties viz.worked in other farm
as exchange labour, and worked
in other farm for salary or
wages, is regarded as gainful
employmen t.

'Gainfully employed labocur
force! '

All persons of the age of B
years and ahove engaged in
gailntul empleyment constitute
the gainfully employved labour
furce.

'Labkour Force!

A

All persons of the age of 5
years and akowve in the popula-
tion constitute the labour
force.

*Work participation rate! : The ratic of gainfully emploved
lakour forece to the labour
force population is the work
participation rate. This ratic
may be regarded the rate of
gmployment of the lakhour
force pupulation of age 5 years
and above,derived from the
definition of "rete of employ-
ment' of the N33 25th Round.

: However,the N33 25th Round
definition includes all persons
in the “poputation?

rFema%H work participation  Thy patic of gainfully emploved

rate * female labour forece to the
female labour ferce population
is defined as the female wor
participaticn,rate. : :

Lahour-land ratic of house The ratic of gainfully émployed
hold! persons in the household is
' described as the labour land ratio.



Willinqness to work im cainful EMpl oyme it

L= ST
(To be asked 1f respondent is 3 RON-WGTKET )
Not willing to work 20
Willing to work half day 251
Willing to work full day 152
Quality of operated land 160-63
Mot irrigated 160
. 25% irrigated 161
50% irrigated 362

Fully irrigated

+H3






Institute of Spcial Studies
RBural Household 3tudy

Schedule IT

Record of Time Dispopsition of Household Members.

31.Mp, MName Sex Age Material Fducation Skill Gocupa~ Date of
nf HH - {M=1} Status tion Observa- .
member _ (F-2) _ tion -

Activities Code No, Time Begun Time begun Time Begun Time Total
. (hrs.min, (hrs.min (hrs.min)  Begun
Time engded Time ended Time ended Time
(hrs.min) (hrs.min) (hrs.min} ended

(hrs.
_ min) _
1 2 2 ' L4 5. & 7
Travelling 101
and work

Flucking Vegs, 111

Cutting grass/ 112

straw " —
Weeding 113 — »
Sowing Crop 114 —_

Harvesting crop 115

Ploughing the

field 116 - L
Irrigating the
field 117
Collecting :
groundnuts 118
Dairyving( feed-

ing, milking,
grazing cattle 121

Teiloring 131

Making shoes. 1441

Carpentry 151







Irstitute of Sacial Studies

Bural Household Study

Card Design I

—

3 —3
= 0

171

12
13

14

15

16
17
18
15

LCe I VI B LIS N st

- Master Card

Card Design

Ragion Cede

Hogehold No,

Blank - )

Na, of faﬁil? members { total)
No. of ¢hildren {5—1#}15:

No. of children (D—&)L

Land owned

Land operated

Type of household

(NHY -1.WHO-2, Self-3
Non-agri.4, Agri+Hon-fgri.5)

Religion code (Hindut,
Muslim 2)

Tribal/Non-Tribal (T1,Non T2}

Cceupaticon of nead of
househceld :

Wo, of workers:age 15 and
ahove Meles
Famnales

Wo, of workers B=14 Males
Females

Irrigeted Land
Cattle (Yes 1, No. 2)
House (Yes 1, bo. 2)

Trezctor { Yes 1, No, 2)

Colums
Allotfed

1
1 {1 or 2)

2
2
2

—5

—a
-

LU 1

Card
Column
1
&
_3-&

10
11,12,13

14,15,16

17

FE

18
19
20-21
22 -

23

24
22

2627
28
25
30



Institute of Social Studies

Bural Hpusehield Study

. _ May 1979
Card Design 2 '

Individugl Slip

Columns Card Decimal
A1 otted ol umn Places

1 Carg Design | y y
2 State Code . 1 z
3 Household No, _ 2 A=iy
& Sr.No. of Member 2 5~6
5 Age 2 7-8
& Sex (1 for Mals

2 for Femalae) 1 . 9
7 ar.Ho. of Ooservation ' g 10

I Agricultural Activities

& Travelling to Work 2 11-12
9 Ploughing, Digeing 2 1314
10 Sowing 2 15-16
11 Transplanting (W.B.) Service(R) 2 17=18
12 Irrigating Field 2 1620
13 Manuring Field/Bringing - 2 21=22

Fertilizer
14 Guarding Field 2 2524
15 Harvesting 2 25-26
16 Supervising Field 2 2725
17 Groundnut Ficking {Raj)

Service (WB) 2 29-30
18 Vegetable Plucking/Pot Herbs 2 31-32
19 Cutting grass from fields z 33-34

20 Weeding fields 2 35-36



Columns Card Decimal
Allotted Column,  Places

21 Husking Wi ing lli
_Grain Tlru"egﬂﬂ11rhr hﬁ? ng vl 2 I37-35

.[éz;tidder Chepp;ng o 2 3940

Leno 117 . .
. P ‘““““”ﬁﬁ¢ VI enEbRE T ) gnidooD S
23 Cat3le?yGoat gréilng _ 2{gngv35ﬁﬁm&§qhgég. ¢
D E 5 - .
24 Caxtle. mllklnngeedlnghb EwdjuLEEQHidaauﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬂg S
el ) o

: elianaild

25 Maqug‘butter . 2 ' ﬁﬁq&@uujd

= = £
26 Maintenance (Cowdung on homes, 2 4% InnL >
cd¥tle? pit consThuction, o LHJJEFiQQﬂL?r T
thatching etc.) _ B ﬁof&@gﬁseﬂ_' B
1 _ . Ezana[h]
27 Making Cowsung cakes 2 Qg‘éﬂijﬁﬁ
: galdividos BLiAG Y  giitasd

i I Py RS

Geods T FHDALE b IRl A sl gedvatd oo

R RN .
ST g 21s0 olido uljmgﬁngéffﬁkT[ qE

FEIAE% ot hoed ik _ﬁcﬁf-ﬂ i

e,

(i) 'Strawmats’
(ii) Patchwork Quilt
{iii) Cords. ...
{iv) Leaf Plites (Dollectlﬁn 0
- of leaves) .
(vg Bidies ey e o
“Baskets . TSN BT 0L b gE e e

Serviaés‘*

29 vlllage Artisan Services 2 :
( fjl Tallor T -

(11% Fotter _ : ]
{(iii} “Carpenter * SRR
(iv) Barber e
(v) Implement repair

30 Work as doﬁéé%icjﬁafuéntﬁl'”. g

N Tradernfn .
3% Selling Goods
(iimxutatlonery - ¥ - B
(i1 ;J_:: Brain _ o . R '
(1ii) “Fish ete.” S VI
(lv? Vepetabless

(v) Wood
(vi} OCrass

e Ten B e e e =TSN
B N T A i



33
33

34
35

36
37

38

29
0

1;2

Jat

R

Columns Card .. Decimsl
Allotted Column ~ Plates
Manual Labour 2 sg-60 -
Begging 2 5162 o
IV Household Chores
Cooking (Grinding, Cutiing
Chogping Eert.rlng}5 2 H3-64
- Bweeping, Washlng Clothes &
Utensils 2 685-06
Fetohing water 2 67-68
Fetching Fuel 2 55 =70
V Child Activities
3cheooling 2 S 11=72 0
Flaying Time by Children 2 By Pler ) -
!TiﬁELﬁﬁéﬁi in child care 2 A
Tak:.ng food to field 2 b 7’8
. IVI Personal
Others, . N 2 79-80
Vot i
e IRE v Al
Toilet
S leeping . -
Fecreation
Tdleness
Bating

il
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Bachground Information

The Districts

District Birbhum
Geograghz
The district of Birbhum is the Northérn most District of

Burdwan Division and is situzted at the Westerh boundary of the
State of VWest Pengal,

Sex Ratio

In the Indian sub=continent males gutnumber females, This
is true for the West Bengal also, since 1901, when the ratio
was 945, In 1971 there were 592 {emales for every 1000 moles,

However, in the district of Birbhum femsles have alwzys
cutnumbered males upte 1931, In 1951 the aumbers were in egigal
proportion., Bul in the 71 Census more msles have heen enumersted
than feolea, the rotio being 971 females per 1000 males,

Two ma jor religions viz Hinduism zond Islam are noticed,
Hindus 72.1%% and Islam 27,6%%,

Work Participation Rates

Birbhur's overall participation rates are slightly 1less thsn
the State figures, Birbhum has a work participaticon rate of 48,5 for
malea and 4,524 for females while West Bengel's work participation
rates are 48,89 znd 5,36,

in the rural scctor labour participation by femcles has
been lower in Birbhum than in the 3tate, while §,54% aof the
femnle population are workeors in West Berngsl, in the District
of Birbhum only &4.5%2% femsles have been classified as Workers,
In the case of males the figures for West Bengal are 48, 54%
»hile that for Birbhum is 48.84% (1971 Census),

Mozt of the workars of this district are enguged in
agricultural pursuits, Evory 3 out of any group of 4 workers
seen to be In the ogricultural sector, either as a cultivater
or as an agricultural labourcr, In the State of West Bengal as
a whole only 54% of the total working population are engaged
in ggriculture as against 78.8% in the district of Birbhum,

The proportion of cultivators both male and fomale is
less in the district than the State, Mzle cultivators constitute
45,47% and Te.-Ze ¢rvllivotors 15,850 of vorlers in West Benzal
as against 41,579 L 12.35% in Birbhumn, .
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The percentage of agricultural labour on the other hand
i% higher than the State average, Amongst the female workers
‘¥ Birbhum, it is seen that their participation as agricultural
Labourer has been guite marked, 64% of the total Working _
women of Birbhum are engaged as agricultural labourers agains
the S&ite percentage of 37, Agricultural labourers comprise
44,82%0f workers as against 22% for West Bergal,

ﬂgriculfure

As  can be seen by the high percentage of agricultural
workers in the district, agriculture forms the principal industry
of the district. ' ' :

Among 80% of the cropped ared of the district covers rice,
Birbhum is mainly aman rice producing areas and three varieties of
rice arg growWwn - Aman, AnS end Bare with Aman occupying the
maximum area, -

Other crops inclode wheat, barley, jowar, bajré, maize,
gram, sugarcane, mustard, condiment, Jute and fruits,

Histrict Ehﬂratpﬁr_

The territory now known as Districk Bharatpur is composed
of the former Stafes of Bharatpur and Bolpur, Disirict ..
Bharatpur lies in Eastern portion of Rojasthan. It is bounded
" 5n the North and Noprth West by Gurgnon District of 'Punjab, On
the East by Mathura and Agra Districis of U.P, On the South by
Morens District of Madhya Pradesh and on the West by Sawal
Maghopur and Alwar Districts of Rajasthan,

Tt i ap alluvialcplein; with.detached bare 'hills in .
the north and fairly well wooded hilla in the south, The
highest peoint of the district is 1,330 ft, above the sea
level. in Tehsil Weir,

Chambal is the only perepnial river'fldwing in the
district, Other non-perennial rivers are the Banganga, Ghambir
and Koaltan, )

Work Participation

Bharatpur's overall participation rates avre less than
the State figures. Bhargtpur has a work participation rate
of 51,25% for males and h.oFhfor females while the work
participation rate of Rajasthan are 52,13% and 10.42%, This

-y



is also true for the rural areas, Whilé in RaJjasthan the rural
percentage of workers is ligher thah the overall per<entage

of Workers, in Bharatpur it is lower, Femzle workers in '
Bharatpyr are lesa than half the percentags of female workers
in Rﬂgasthﬂn being 4.05% in Bheratpur and 11,47% in Hagasthan

WhllL the propmrtlon of rural male cultivn tors i
: Bharatpur is higher (80.1%) compared to the local worlers.of the State
average (74,90), the proportion of female cultivators is low . r.(53.53)
in Ra;rasthan9 32,4% in Bharatpur), Correspondingly the percen-.
tage of male agricultural labourers is lover in Bharatpur 6,6
than in Rajastharls, 5;%%§ut the percentage of. famnle agricultural
workers is hlgher - 22 in Bharstpur as against-18; ?aﬁln
Ra jasthan,

Az ip Birbhum most of the workers are engaged in -
agricultural pursuits, either as cultivatorsoer ags agricultural
labourers, In Rajasthan as & whole 82,2% of the working :
populdtion ere engoged in agriculturc as against 78,8% in
District Bharatpur, Climatically the district is: damp an
moist, The minimum temperature ranging from 12 C. o 15*C- anﬂ
maximum temperature vqrylng between 30°C to 52 ., The rainfell
is €6,98 cms, The rainy season lasting from July to

.SeptEmber.

The Tehsils

~ Weir Tehsil
: Weir's populn tion congtitutos 7,86 of Bhara tpurts population,
The overall litérncy rates..are lower than the district. und state
average, but are sllghtly higher in the case of males

F,3, Dubraipur

~ Dubrajpur covers 7,96:of the area of Birbhum

The Selected Villages

While there are many similarities between the three
villages in Rajasthan and the three in West Bengal each vlllage
has a pattern and mode of 1life which is to some extent uniqus,
The villages covered are inhaibited by Hindus or tribal} folk
exclusively as well as mixed villages where Hindus add trihal
folk live together, The West Bengal villages include members
of more than one religion that is Hlnduﬂ and Maslims, :




h.ﬁ

The range of castes covered 18 wide. Each caste has a
culture of its own which 1s to some extent different from the
culture of the others,

There are differences in size between the villages choSen
the smallest being Etrampura in Rajasthan with a population of
566 with 48 households, the largest was Kuilta with 202 house-
holds and a population of 972, (1971 Census). '

Crops

' In both areas the villagers are engaged in the cultivation
of land. But while in West Bengal, rice 15 the basic crop,,
grown and used .entirely for local consumption , the majority
of the people have fto buy rice from outside source . in
sddition to what they grow, Fotato and jute are grown in
large quantities as cash crops, ;ghey are grown alternatively
on- the same fields, which are at igher level while Amail paddy
is grown on the low 1lying 1and, Lentils are grown fer the
villagers own consumption, Vegetnbles are also’ grown,

_ Ty the villages of Raojasthar the main crops are Jewar

and :bajra, which are generally adequate for household
consumption, - The chief caish crops of the region are groundnuts,
maize and chillies. A few vegetables suth as tomatoes and
cauliflower are 2l8o ZT0WI.

- Birbhum-District, Wesi Bengnl

Thabgaon is the largest of the surveyed villages in
Birphum in ferms of area (514 acres) and the smallest in terms
of households and populatich,

... Of the 514 acres, 100 acres i.e, about 1/5th of the area
is irrigated by tampks, 313 acres is unirrigated and 75 acres
is area that is not available for cultivation. Tubewells

‘and wells provide drinking water for the villagers, The
pearest town is Dubrajpur, 22 kms away.

Urnlike the other two villages Thabgaon has it5 own
primary school although older children have to go to the
neighbouring villages of Chandidaspur to attend secondary

achool.

gt



69, 3% ‘of households engsge in agricultural occupatigns
whils 13.8% erngaze exclusively in rnon-agricultural occupations,
- chief of these being sqlaried oc&uputibn? mannsl or noen-monoal

labour, 16% of the hougcholds engage in agrlcultural-cum-nmnu
agrlculturgl occupﬂtlonﬂ.

While 51% of the populaticon has less than 3.5 acres mf
land, it is in 35% of the households where the working members
solely hire themacelves but 28 agricultural labourers, There
are only 7 landless houscholds, There are some houssholds
~ where some of the members hire themsSelves out occasicnslly,

Approximately an equal puiiber of houscholds fs51l into
the . category of poor middle pelssashts who do hot hire in or
hire out labour. About 20% of the households own large.tracts
of land, most of them working thﬂmSelves and also hlre in
1abcur

: The femsle participaticn rate in the village is very
lov, Only 2 fem.les reported thet they are working in: the
1991 Census,

Selagyur is a large village, Tt is the only
villege in the surveyed mlllaggs of Birbhum = .vinhg not only &
Echeoduled Caste population but g2 Scheduled Tribe population as
well, Tribal women work in the fields along with tea ond in
times of heavy work an entire household may be engaged in the
field, The tribal element in the population may bs the couse
of the slightly larger number. of women who ars clagaliled a8

workers in the 1971 Centus,

' As in Thabgaon the Muslims account ifor one thlrd of
the village populstion,

: The total acreage of the villige is ﬁDEiof which 76
acres are irrigated through tanks, 226 is unirrigated, and 50
acles is area pof available Tor cultivation, T

Rice and wheat constitdte the staple food for all
three villzges although rice is the crop that 1S cultivated
in the aresa, :

The village has no medical and educational
feeoilities, The children therefore go to the primary school
in Thabgaon or to the Middle Schoeol in Chandidaspur,

Az in Thabgaon agriculture forms the chief occupation
for 62% of the housepnolds, 18% of the households engage in
non-agricultural occupations exclusively while 20% engage
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in agricﬁltureucum~ngn~agriculture, 41% of the households
erggge exclusively in hiring themselves oul as: agricultural
labourers, This figure is 2 little higher than that found 1a
Thaobgeon, 40% of the households neither hire in ner hire oud
labour,

Kulta ' ’

==22 phite 18 & large village with o population of 9792
(474 meles and 505 females) and has 202 ‘househclds (231 .in
155 Census978), ' :

 Like Selarpur cnd Thabgzon,Kuita has both Muslims
and Hindus but it has fewer scheduled caste residents and no
tribal folk. : ' ' .

. . In area Kuita iz s@alier than the other willages
(382 acres) being only slightly larger than Ethrampura in
Rajasthan {324 acres) and having 4 times the number of
households., Omly 75 acres ol the wvillage land is irrigated
by tanks and 207 15 upirrigated. 40 acres is arez that is not
available for cultivaticn.

. In.contrgst to Thabgaon and Salarpur, fewer households
(52%) engage exclusively in agriculture. The percentage of
households 6ngaged'in'ngn_agricultural.accupatians_is higher
than .the other villages nccounting far over 30% of the total.
hauﬁehqlds.' ' - T

e The proportion of houselwlds (50%) who hire themselves
out exclusively 4s'egricultural lshourers is highei' than that
for Thabgaon and Koita, A mz Jerity- of the labourers report.
Yhet &lthough a few househelds: revarted thet they were '
"attached’ or Mbounded®, 259 af the househclds neither hired
in ‘mor hired out labour: , whe: eas 20% of the households

owned larger tracts of land and often hired in labeur.

 About 9% of the nouseholds: were londless while anather
20% ovned orly homéstead Lond,

L  The "femnle partinipation rate was very low o3 in the
cther villages. Orily 21 femates of the 532 reported as
working {3.6%). : . :
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Bharatpur District, Rajasthan

Etrampura, .

. Etrampura is the swollest of the three villages selected
far the survey both in terms of population and the arca covered,
It is alic the most homogenous in terms of caste and cccupa-
tionnl categories,- : : , v S

' The populotion of the village has risen from 252 (males
115, famales 137) in 1961 to 266 males 146, femules 120) in
1971 and to 310 {Census conducted in 1976 by I155), The '
householda have risen from 44 (61) to 48 (71) to 597 (IS5 76).
The village is almost entirely inhabited by Minas, a tribe.
with the exception of 2 Brahmin households, the village 1s
entirely inhabited by Mimas, originadly lnown to be criminals,
The area of the villepge is 324 acres of which 172 acres is
irrigated by wells, OCnly 12 acres of The village is not
aveilable for cultivaticn, The chief crop i3 Bajra,

Since there are ne artisan houselialds in Etrampora, it gets
these services from the nelghbouring villages, Etrampura does
not have its own school. The children thorciore go to primary
aschools in Mehtoli or Chentoli or to the middle schopl in '
BhusoWar town, A&Although about 40,9% of the household population
has less than 10 bighas of land, there are very few househnlds
whose working members are solely sgricultyral lsbourers, This
i due to the fact That only 4,5% of the households have 1and
less then 5 bighas, and there iS only ohe landless household,
However, there ore households where somge nenbers of the '
household hire themaelves out occasionally, . The majority of
households, 58,2% fall uader the category of poor middle -
peasants who do net hire in or hire out lapour, There are a
few pnouseholds which practdee exchange labour, while there
are some big peasants who work on their own farm and slso
hire in labour, Unlike the 71 Census where female participa-
tion rate recopded was €, the ISt Census revealed that the
FER (53%) was higher than the GPR (50%). Most households own
livestock, gencrally cattle and gocots, DMilk, however, 18
consumed in the houssheolds, it is rarely &old,

Mehtoli

The nueleus. : village of the study is a lorge village,
having 133 households with o population of 827 {185 Census
1976). It is a multi-c..ate village with cach caste more or less
nccupying a separcte ward. There 18 a primary school in




A

8

Mehtoli, Although agricultyre is the main occupation of the
people. of Mehtoll, artisan households alse are. found, In
Mehtoli 73% of the households hive lund heldings greater than
10 bighes, =Znd about 18% have less then 2 bighas, whereas
6,B% are laﬂdlESS. The femole participation rate messured

a8 The participation of the working force female populstion
(21l members of the apge of 5 years aind more) in gafnful.
employment is 40%, which is lower than the corresponding rate
for Chentoli, 70%. The general participafion {ﬁte in Mehtoll

is 5#%.

Both Etrampura a2nd Menhtoll cre inhabited antllely by
Hindus, unlike Chentoli which also has no couple of Muslim
households, one of them being a bhackamith, '

- Chentoli

"This village is the largest of the 3 vlllagea in terms
of number of: households 155 (155 Census 1976) and is the most
diversified in terms of cccupations and caste compositien, .
Chenteli villnge is nearest 4o the main road comnecting ST
Bhusswar and Bhoratpur, ' A large aumber of the pecple of
Chentolir are monucl laboirers in the Rajasthan State ' T
Flectricity Bozord o . in Bhusnwar, Land holding 1n . L.
Chentoli presents a contrzst to Mehtoli in that 64% of the
househdlds have 2mall land holdings of 1Lb& than 10 blﬂhhs
Chentoli kns the largest rnumber of artisan households and
among these are potters, ireonsmiths, blacksmiths ete, Host -
artisans are cither landless or do have little iand. The
femples generally Work a2 agricultural lcbourers. There are’.
no shops in any of the wvillages olthough once o week o mon- .
comes by o cycle selling items like ghee and occeaszicnally |
a man comes to scll gur, and other sweet mects.. For all
three villages the main ecrops are bajra and groundnot, A
few vegetnbles arce growh schillies ar= grown 28 a commerclal
crap, Much of the land is unirrigated although recently.
several tubewells hove been indtalled, Bullocks are used for

Pl oughing.
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Eiﬁiﬁ—éﬁ- Dlstrlbutlon of - households across asset
holding _-sample households/village

Rajasthan

Land s
-(in. bighas) .- - ‘The_villages . The_sampl€ hougeholds
Landless. _
Homestead 30 B 16
{11.3) {30,7)
0,5 -<2,5 - 23 3
o { 6.7) { 5.8)
2-5.. —.<I5 4':' | 5
T {2d.6) ( 9.6)~
5 <10 70 o 15
3 - (20,3) (25.0)
10 < 20 110 B
- (31,8) ° (15.4) -
%o 20 63 = 7
(18.3) (13,5)-
345 52




Table A-3

Land
{in acres)

Landless

Homestead
Only

0.5 -{2.5
2.5 w5

5 - K10

10 =450

— 11 ~

Distribution of households across_asset
holdina-sample houaeholds?villaqe

——— e

West Bengal

The Villages . sample households
64 12
(12.2) (16.0
14l ' 24
(26.9) (32,9)
196 30
(37.4) (40,0)
65 | a
{12,4) (5.9)
43 ' 3
( B.2) (4,0)
14 . 2
(2.7) (2.7)
1
{0,2)

524 75

— . ————




Table 44
Rajasthan
Némq_gf Village

Etfampuraa .
Mehtoll
Chantoli

The number of households in
- each_village -

West DBengal

Wo.of housm Wame of VYillage

holds .
57 Thabgaon
133 591arpuf
155 Kuita

345

ND.Df'HDuse—

holds ™
110
183

231

524

D e e ]

Cm—
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Table A-5 A Demographic Profile of residents of the
selected villaaes{Rajasthan)

Age Etrampura .  Mehtoli ~ Chentoli Total _
M 13 W F M F LW F
0 - 4 &0 16 - 40 . .32 48 37 108 .85 -
- Q2.0) {11.9) (9.8) (11.2) (10,8} (10,9} (10,5) (11.2)
v G 23 i8 49 29 53 - 33 195 80
(13.8) {13.4) {iL.8) (10.8) (11.9) (9.7) (12.2} {(10.5)
10 - 14 22 14 59 37 65 43 146 . 94
(3.2} (10.5) (14,2) (12,9) (14.6) (12.7) (14.2} (12.3)
15 - 16 15 - 16 40 50 33 31 88 67
{ 9.1) (11.9) {(9.6) (7.0) (7.4} (9.2) (8.6} (3.5)
20 - 29 2] 17 60 71 . &8 70 158 158
(12.7) (i2.7) (16.6) (24,8} (15,3} (20.6) (15.4} (20,7)
30 - 39 17 i7 T 26 63 43 138 86
- (10.2) (12.7) (14.0) (9.1) (14.2) (12.6) (13.4) (11,3)
40 - 49 18 15 32 28 50 36 100 79
(10.9) (1l.2) (7,7) (9.8} (11.2) {iC.6) (9.7} (10.4)
50 - 59 1§ 15 36 30 95 17 77 62
| (9.7)  (1n.z) (8.7} (10.5) (5.6) (5.0) (7.5) (8.1}
650 - 6% 1l 7 oD 11 27 26 - /0 44
(6.7}  {5.3) (5,3) (3,9) (6.0) (7.7} (5.8) (s5.8)
7O+ 3 - 11 3 14 4 28 7
(1.8} (2.7)  (1.0) {a.2) (1,2} (2.7) (0,9)
166 135 416 987 446 AG 1028 © 7692

(100,0) (100.0) (100,0) (100,0)(100, U}(lDD DJ(lOD 0} (100,0)

- N Al

(Figures in braéketsj%@dlcate percentages of
population in each/&foup to total population ),
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Tablé A6 A Demographic Profile of residents of the
— ] selected villages(W.Bengal )
’ Ace ihéﬁéaﬁg.ﬂ' | gﬁ;gpgﬁf “ Kuita. _ Igig;_
M F M F M- F M F
o - 4 36 2. - 48 42 65, 56 .. .l49 - 130, .
T eepalis) (1009) 111,0) (9.4)  (13.1)(10.5) (12.0) (10.2)
5 -9 . 4L 53 62 64 49 89 172 206
- T (13.5) (18,0) (14,2) (14.3) (13.9)(16,7} (13.9) (16,2)
10 ~ 14 48 54 55 67 62 78  l6a  199.
(15.8)  (18.4) (13.3) (15.0) (12,5) {14.,6) (13,6) {15.6)
15 - 19 + 34 40 49 53 52 70 135 163
(11.2) {13.6) (11,2} (1L.9} (10.5) (13,1) (10.9) (12.8)
50 = 26 Bl 40 67 ai 87 90 205 211
(16,8 {13.6) (15,3) (18.1) (17.5) (16,9) {16.6) (16,6}
30 -39 .34 ... 33... 65 . 58 - 67 51 - 168 - L42-
(11,2} (11,2) (14,9) (13.0) (13,8)(9.6) (13,4} (11,1)
40 - 49 25 21 38 33 42 a5 105 99
(g.2) (7.Y) {8.,7) (8,4} (8,5) (8,4} (8.5} (7.8)
53 - 59 19 10 29 24 29 38 77 64
. (6,3) (3.4} (6.6} (5.4} (5.4} (5.,6) (6.2) (5.0)
&0 - 69 10 10 15 16 15 23 a0 49
(3,3) (3.4} (3.4) (3.6} (3,0) (4.3) (3.2) (3.8}
70+ 6 1 6 g B 1 20 1L
(2.0)  (0.3) (L.4) (2.0} (r6) (0% (L6) (0.9)
304 294 437 447 496 533 1237 1274

' (100.0) (100,0) (i00.0){¥00.0} {100.0}(100.0)(100,0}(100.0}

—r —

(Figures in brackets indicate percenta%e of vopulation

in each age group to total population
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Table A7 Sex Ratio in Selected -Etgfes, istrict Tehgil

Census’ 1971
Raiaﬁ’_l:han R . ' Mect Benqa'l __ sl
Females per Famales pe.r
-, 1000 males 1000 males
Rafjasthan 922 West Bengal 941
‘Bharatpur District 840 Birbhum District 977
Weir Tehsil 865 Dubrajpur Tehsil - 984




Table #-8

ST

Sex Ratid ‘in Selected Villages

Baijasthan

__lo7l Census .

EHH.ISS 1976

: FEmale p

EY

Pnpulatiﬂn Male Female lDBDJmales -Bopulation Malehggl ggﬁale
- : - 1000
males
Etrampura 266 la6 130 822 301 166 135 813
Mehtoli 714 g0 313 78l 703 416 287 689
Chentoli 815 454 361 795 786 446 340 762
i795  lool 794 794 1790 1028 762 791
Tﬂtal et e —— e e —
R e ﬂngg Bencal
o lQ?l ansus '_:" _ " CHH, ISS 1976
R Pnpulatlon Male Female Eggglﬁéfgg-PépUiation-Male ggfcgiﬁale
_ - ' 1000
_ _males
Thabgaon 57L 287 284 990 598 304 294 si?
Selarpur 944 449 495 1102 gg4 437 447 1022
Kuita Talgrals T 479 505 1065 1059 - 496 533 1074
Total - -¥B4gg. .. 1215. 1284 J06L-- - - 251L- 1237 1274 1030

—— Py




Table R-9
Sex Ratie (Child) in Reiasthan snd West Bengal by see Group
(a) Raipgthan -
CHH, IS8 1976 (3-Selected
Lensug 1971 (Ralasthan) - Villoges). .
) Female per Femzlg per
4fe Group  Male Femple 1000 meles  Male . Fenplg 1000 mgles
0 - 4 29,654 21,245 941 108 85 787
§- 9 20,501 18,343  '895 125 80 640
10 - 14 16,556 14,900 901 146 94 644
Total 52,631 54,437 917 379 259 683
(b) Yest Bengal
CHH, 185 1976 (3 Selected
__EEEﬂﬂ_lﬂmlmiﬂﬁﬁi_ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂll - Yillrges)
Feinalse per o ' Femsnle Per
EEEH_LQHE Jlale  Female 1000 males  Males = Femele 1000 males
o~ 4 36,486 36,994 1,014 149 130 872
5-9 32,671 31,775 973 172 208 1,196
10 - 14 28,328 25,849 04 168 199 1,185

Total — 97.485 94,628 920 489 535  1.094

b~




Table 410
Households clessified according Lo Family Size
(=) Baiasthan

.ot

Pamily Size.  Birampuras  _Mehtold ~ _ Chentoli _Total

S m CB (8.8) - 14 (10.8) 0 18 (11.7) a7 (10.7)

e,
3 - 5 24 {42.8) - 44 (83.2) 84 (41.3) 132 (38.3)
65— 8 21 (37.8) 45 (33.8) 56 (36.4) 122 (35.4)
9 - 11 C7 (12.9) 12 (9.9) 13 (8.8) 32 (9.3}

a1z o+, 8 (6.1) -4 (2.6) 12 (3.5)
Total 57 {100,0) 133 (100.0) 155 {100.0% g@ﬁ{jgoaoj

gvarage Famlly
Bize 5.2 5.3 _ 4.9 5.1

otat Figures in bracket indieste percentapges)

Ipreta

=
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Table ﬁ:]i

Hougeholds claggified according to Family Sizg

(b) UYesk Bopgal

;iéiiéﬁﬁ —thabgaon, —Belarpur fuita cmelOfal
1 - 2 20 (18.2) 37 (20.,2) 51 (g22.1) 108 (20.8)
3a- 5 39 (35.5) 83 (45.4) 112 (48.5) 234 (44.7)
6 - B8 35 (21.8) 47 (25.7) 53 {22,9) 135 (25.8)
9 - 11 - 13 {11.8) 12 (8.8} 14 (6.1) 39 (7.4)
12 +. 2 (2.7) 4 (2.2) 1 (0.4) 8 (1.5)

Total  110.(100,0) 183 (3100.0) 231 (100.0) 524 (1.00.0)

Aﬁéragé family :
BiZE 5-4 4.8 4-% 4-!8‘

Hota: Flgures in bracket indicate percantages.
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Table 4-12

Households classified accordipg to Evhnieity and Relizlon

(a) Raiastha n

_Ethnigity Etrampura Wehtoli Chbentoli -~ _Total.

Tribal 55 - - 55
{96.5) ' (15.9) .
Non-tr ibal gl 133 185 200 ¢
( 3.5) (100.0) (100.0) (84,1}
Total 57 133 156, 345
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.9)
(b} . ﬁiﬁﬁm ) ; -
feli = '_,1_'I g. o flfgah-g aon ﬁe_'l"g rpur. Kuita. Total
Hindu. ° " B5 95 14 164
L (50,0} (51.2) ( ®.0) ( 31.3)
Maslim = - . &5 a8 217 - 360
S (50.0) {49.1} ( 94,0y { 68.7)
- {100.0) {100.0) (100,00 {(1900.Q)

Note: Filgures in bracket Indicate percentages.
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'Iggle A-13
Distribution of Households According to Landholding
(a) Reiasthan
Land (In '
Blehas) Elrappura  Mehtold  Chentoldi — Tokal =
Homastesd 1 = ke 39
{ 1.8) ( 6.8} (.18.7) { 11.3}_
0~ 2.5 L0 14 9 23
( 10.5) { 5.8) ( &8.7)
2.5 - 5 2 Q o9 40
{ 3.5} { 6.8) { 19.7Y * ( 11.86%
5 - 10 21 17 32 70 .
. { 36,8} (- 12.8)Y { 20.8) ( 20.3}
10 - 15 2] 23 24 55
{ 14.0} { 17.3) ( 15.5} ( 15,2)
15 ~ 20 13 29 .13 56 .
{ 22,9} { 21.8) { &,2% { 15.9)
20 + 12 a0 19 63
( 21.1) { 24,1) (12.3) { 18.3)
Total ' Ve 133 155 345
(10C.9) {100.0) (10G,0) (1.00.0)

fote: Tigures in brackets indicate percentages.
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Table A-14-

Households 8lassified pecording: to:bandholding

(bl 'Iiést -Bﬂgg.a! "

. Land (In-

5 '

Landle ss

H ome stead
ﬂnl:;.r :

" ol4 - 2.5

-~
A

"y é:% X 525
by

s B L0

16 =20,

. ' ECH*: _"

T

Thabeaon. .

12

( 10.9).

23

{( 20.2)

34
( 30.9),.

a7

( 24.5)

e 10

ey
oy
(3.6)

. 0O
(1560

gelarpur.

24
(13.1)

_ 65
( 35.5}

2

- o9
( 12.0)

16

( 8 2}
(2.2
1

Fﬂi% )
(100:5F

Kagka

{ 47,5)

T 7.8) (
o ?II.

ooy

28 &4

{ 12.1y - { 12.2)

53 141
( 22.9) - { 26.9)

110 196
{ 37.4)

16 65
( 6.9 = (12.4)

18 " 43

m%
(., 2

ongillr“

Moteg: Figures in br'acket indicate percentages-

L,

a0

Tot&l—--n s
1T L=

A5
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Table A-15: Occupatlonal classlflcatlon comparatlve data from Census
1961,Census 1971 and“Genﬂus ‘ol Households ISS 76, for

oI

the Selected Villages "

S ha P

S M

(a) Rajasthan

: Name of
Occupatlen ¥illage
Cultivators Etrampura

Mehtol!l

Chentoll
Aaricultural Etrampura
Labourers

Mehtal!

Ghet‘_ltﬂ].l
Others Etrampura

Mehtoll

Chentoll

=1

W
i

e

Census 1961

Census 1971

CHH, 1SS 1976

Male Famale Male - Female Male Female
79 85 78 0 BA 57
(100,08} (100.0) (100.90) (0.) (92.3) ({(90.5)
155 3 159 0 149 80
(79, 08) (3.94) (74.2) (0,0 {66.8) (69.0)
145 131 184 9 117 98
60.92) (72.78) (79.0) (56.3) (49.4) (57.6)
0 0 0 0 5 &
(0,0 (0, 0} (0.0) (0.0} (5.5) - (9.5)
36 73 30 0 46 30
(18.37) {96.05) ({14.0) (0.0} (20,6} (25.9)
B8 41 17 | 5 68 61
{zg.57) (2.7} (7.3} far.2) (2a.7) {35.9)
0 0 6 0 2 0
{0.0) (0.0 {0,0) (0.0 {2.2) (0.0)
S 0 25 0 28 6
(2.55) {0,0) {11.7) (0.0 2.6} (5.2)
25 f 32 2 52 11
{10,500 (4,24) (t3.7) {12.5) (21.9) {6.s)

L T T R AL e e By oy 7 T ————— e —

Mote: Flgures tn brackets indicate percentages.,
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Table Al

Occupational classification Comparative data from Census 1961,
Gensus 1271 and Census of Housscholds IS5 76, for tho Eelectad

N _-Y;Liuﬁﬂi

(b) Yest Bengal s
Name of __Census 1961 . . Cengus 1971 __ IS5 Canshs
Oceupation _Viliage _ Male  _Female Male — Fewale HMale Ferale

cultivators Selarpur . ~ 63 7 s .7 80 8
o (28,77 ( 25,0 (31.58) ( 9.59) (34.3) (14.5)

Kuita 67 - 123 - 5 g7 i A4

(30.45) (45,72) (50.0) (30.3) (16.7)

Thabgaon 57 - 50 - 64 1
(40.71) (42.74) (41.3) (10.0%

Agricul- Selarpur 71 - 112 51 101 18
tural La- (32.42) {42.10) (69.86) (43.3) (29.1)
hourers . _

: nita . A5 - 105 5 107 o

. (20.45) (32,03} (50.0) (37.3) ( 3.86)

Thabgaon 46 - 64 2 52 - 2

(R=,86) {(54.70Y (100,0) (23.5) {EG.G}

Others Selarpur 85 - =4 | 7?0 15 o8 31
(38.81) (75.0) <{(26.3) (20.54) {22.3) (56.4)

Xuita 108 2 41 - 03 18

(43,08) (100.0) (15.24) {32.4) (232.7)

Thabgaon 37 a3 - as 7
(26.42) {100.0) { 2.58) (25.2) (70.0%

Note? Figures in brackets indicate percontages.
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Tahle A=17

Households Glassifled Accordine to Ocoupstions 1976 CHH, 188

(a) DRzlasthan

T . Btrempura Mehtoli Chentold _Total
derjculture _ S TTTE

«Casual agricultural labour - 15°. - 12: . 3
BT - ( 3.5) (11.3) (12.3)  (10.4)

- Poor middle reasant . 28 > S o R«
: oL T {42.1) (26 } o (21,2 (27.8)

“Blg & middle peasent - 15 40 .0 .40 -~ -9s
: g (26.3) (30 1) (25.8) (27.5)

Casual agrienltural lsboeur +

attachad agriculfural labour - - - -
Casual agriecultural labour + 2 18 15 35
poor middle peassnt- {13.5} { 9.3) (10.1)

- Casual agrieulturesl labour +

‘bilg & middle peascnt 1 - = 1

- Poor middle pessrnt + big &
niddle pensant _ 3 2 & 7

. Poor middle peagnnt + cultivator, .

- only saparvigies work on farim - R 4 - 4

Totgl . 51 114 102 274

. . o (89,5)  (85,7) (26,30 (78,2
Von-apriculture

~ Casual nnn—agricultﬁrql labour - 2 3 5

Attachad non-agricultural Iabour - L= = -

Bonded nﬁﬁQﬁgficuitural labour - - - -

. Hbusehold 1ndu5try - - 7 3 10
Trade ' ' - - 2 2
Services - 3 2 4 9
Service - . 1 - 1
Skilled labour ~- - 1 3 4

2L

Total 3
=Rt ‘ D e Fy By




-26 ~
Table A=18 ¥

| Bbpampura, rum;.,;, Chentald _Total
BMM&M&L&M | | |

Casual agricultursl iabonr + _
Houssghold industry - - . 3 3

Casusl ngricultursl labour + .
Sarvices - _ : L= 4. 2 -8

Casual pgricultural 1abour -

Service SRS 5 5

Cosual agricultural lobour +. _

Skilled labour . - o~ 2 3

Foor middls peassut + Czsual : '
agricultural (non) lshour - - 1 1
Paor middle peasant + house-

hold industry : - - 4 4

Poor middle peasant + Sarvices 1 o=

Foor widdle peasant + Skllled
labour _ 2 2 8 12

Big and middle Peasaﬁt +
Sarvicas - - o o

Cultivator, only supervlses

work on farm + trade - - 1
Total | 3 . 6 31 0
(5.3} (4.5  £(20.0) m.%x
Grand Total 57 & 155 35

Wotg: Figures in brackets indicate percentages.
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Table ﬂ~19

seified gccgrdlng ig Egeupgt;gn 1976, DHH =y

(b) West Bengnl

defionlturg

'Eagual agricultural labour
y Ettached agricultural labour
Bonﬁed.agri;ulturél labou:i
Poor middle peasant
Big and_middle Peasant
Cultivstor, only superviseé

work on ferm

Landlord, who only leascs
out land.

Casual agricultural labour +
attached asgricultural labour

Casnal agricultural labour +
roor middle peasant

Poor middle peasant + culti-
vator, only supervises work
on farm

Aftached agricultursl labour
Foor and middle pegssnt

Sub-total

e ——

- Lhebrson

16 -
{ 14.5}

a8
(7.2)

32

{29.01

4]

( 5.5)

-

{ 4.5%

1

{ 0.8)

.

{ 3.8)

4
( 3.6%

( 1.8)

=]

(70.5%

L (22.4) -

Sglarpur

40
(21.4 }

13-
{ 5.5)

41

9

3
{ 1.8}

¢ 4,23 - -

4 .
( 2.2}

(1.8

7 .
icn)

Xuita . ;l tal

8L L 107

( ?? i} (20.,4)

o
( 2.5) ( 2.8)

S A 1
{ 0,43 { 0.2}

28 - 101
“(12.1) - {19.3)
.14 =1
( 54 D} - .*-'( 5-45)
xS 1?

“(z.8) (G a.2)

oo -5
£ 1.0)

. L LY
Cz2Y o L T.Ty

a o) 15"
( 1.7) ( 2,9}

=
Coe) - { 0.4)
{_Dr4lw- £ 1;1)

(h (e



Non-fericulture

Casual non-agrieunltural 2
(Labour : (1.8}
Attached non—agrlcultUral 1
1abour (0.9}
Bonﬁed noﬁ-agricultural -
labour housshgld industry
Trade - =
. (1.8)
Services 1
(0.2)
Service 3
(2.7}
Skilled labour 2
Sﬂh—tctaL
(10.0
&aE;£_l;;ESLi&L“JMLH_aE:;EElLEEE
Casuzl agriecultural labour + -
nonsagrlcultural Labour. {casual)
Casual agrlcultﬁral labour + -
attached non—agrlculture labour
Casual grlcultural lehour +
housepold 1ndu;try -
Casual agricultural labour +
Trade -
Casual agrlcultural lshour +
Services =
Casual agricultural labaur +
Skilled lzbour- 1l

Attached agricultural labour *
household industry '

Attached ggricultural ilasbour +
trade

1
{0.8)

10

(5.5)

26

(14423

(0.9)

{0.47

“{2.8)

57
(16.0)

(2.2)

5
(2.2}

56
(Eghaj

- _Knita Total

(0.2) -

12 _
(2. 3)

a5
(8.86)

(1.7
17

(3.2)
-

eV



Iab;e A-21

Thebepon Gelarpur - Kuita  _Tgtel.
Attached agricultural labour '

+ skilled labour . 3 3 3 9
Bonded agricultural Lsbour + :
sarvices - : ~ - 1 1
Poor middle peasant + house- L C SR
hold industry - 2 - T e 2
Poor middle peasent + Trade 1 2 10 .13
Poor middle peasant + skilled N
lsbour - 3 1 -4
Blg & middle pessant + house ' .
hol: industry - - 1 L -
Big & middle peasant + Trade - - - & 4
Big & middle pegsant + Services - 1 - 1
fultivator, only suPErvisés : : Sl e
work on farm + Trade 1 2 1 4
Cultivator, only supervises - T
work on farm + 28 1 - _ - 1

Sub=total 1z 4 - 35 -G

| (15.5) (18.9) (2.2 (18.8)
Non-worker houséholds 4 B 19 29 -
( 3.6} ( 3.2y (e.2) (5.8

Grand Total | 110 183 230 224

=l

Wote: Figures in brackets indicate percentages. .
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Table A-22

Work Participation -tetes of the Geéneral lebour |
force male, and female lstiour force populaticn
by land "classes in the surveyed villages of

Rajas nggnni,gngug gﬁ ngggngLQs ﬂctgber 1976}
: Led Land —opk Farticipation Ra_ﬂﬁ...-
Tn B;:E::_f,_ h;_f'fgﬂ%ié Eg@%lﬂ; Cﬁag_akg.w,y
Landless | 67.0 _ 4.1 T0.5
0.1 - F 2 0.0 47.4 58,5
2 - <5 . 67.0 874 67.1
5 -w10 . 67.5.  57.6 63.1
10 - <15 | 66.5 53.9 61.3
15 - 420 50.8 . 52.1 51.1
:‘f?‘”é_g__ 63.7 52.0 59.5

Quarall. - £2.7 . 82,4 55,8
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Table #-23

Motk participation rates of the genergl labour:
force population and male 2hd female labour - .
force population by land elasses in the surveyed

ml,?ges_ﬁiﬁﬁ_si_-&e.azﬂ;ﬂ_.__, - e -
(Census of Households Lecomper 1278}

Opersted. Lapd = . 7 Work Papficipation Ratei L
(In_jcres Males | 'Eﬁmajﬁﬁfﬂluiﬁi%??%%§éi

Landless 70,8 3.6 32.0
Homestead only 79.2 4.5 40;2_
0ul - = 1 | §9.3 2.5 36.7
1 - =3 59.7 a1 26,9
2 - o 3.5 56.5 6,0 30.2
3.5 = < 5.0 56,9 4.6 29.3.
5.0 - = 7.5 48,0 1.8 23,3
7.8 - =10.0 28,1 4,3 20.d

10 50,0 0.0 25,0

Qverall 63.5 222 e



Work participation BV ysisl biring status

s
- R

4Wprk nart;cibaﬁi;u by, "hiring' status of households

The produeticon relations canvassed infthe-househald.cehsﬁs

0.1 included the following categories. .Only hirer-out.of
labour (MHO), neither hirer out, nor hirer3ih of lnbauf

(W} and Dnly hirer in of labour (NHI} This 1nformat10n '

“was available for each galnfule employed member of the

' Household. - . : y -

-7 The distribvution of ‘Houssholds by the abovd catezories of
";ii}@@fiﬁgf'aﬁéiW6pk ﬁgrticipation rates in gsch category are.
- Presented in Table 2, For purposas of Table 2a household
- was cla551f1ed as a hlrer-out hcusehold aven if a 51nele

“membar reported as hirer-out of labour. Those householﬁs

in which al1l gainfully employed membhers reported exclus1V97

. self-sufflclant cultivation were c15351f15d as nelthﬂr

hirer-in nor hirer-sut households.

.

F.
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Table A24: Work particivatio f L rakes by cabesories of 'hiring'
alagthanl

— . L - T

. . Yo. of . _Work partigirpstion Bategs _
Houssholid -catezory - Household UMalss Females ch hildren

1} only hiring-out labour
{agricultural labour) 70 734 61.4 66.2

2} Weither hiring in nor
hiring out labour (salf

sufficient cultivator 87 59.7 60.0 55,8
household) '
3} Only hiring in lsbour 110  632.8 45.6 55.0

Iﬂglé:%; : Work participstiom eotagorics of qugng (”eg
Bengal

Woeof ggk Pgrtlc;patqon Rﬂt@ﬁ
Household cztezory Housghold Maples Femalas Children

1) Dnly hiring out labour
{aericulture labour : o
household} _ 157 77.9 3.76 K10

2} Weither hiring in
nor hiring cut labour
(self sufficient cul- _ _
tivator household) a7 50.6 169 25.9

2) Only hiring in : '
labour 48 45.7 A.11 23.2




' Land holding data for Rajasthan shows that for the three vil- s
lages considered together, 8.4% of the agricultﬁrﬁi hdusqﬁolds
were landless, 14.8% of sgricultural households owned less

tﬁénhl—S bighas Df.iandg 54,1% of aériéultural houssholds
xawned 5*80 bthES of land and 22,5 of the huuseholds ﬂwneﬁ

mors than ED blghns.. ﬂssum1ng *andholding To be a suff1c1ent
x-explanatlon of agricultural proﬁuctlnn relatloHS? wa uould

expect to find all the landless agricultural hcuaeholtiﬁ re— | =
porting_gs agricultural labour and the bulk of agricultural
labaﬁr:fo.ba pfoﬁided by landless and poor peasant hoyseholds

ownlng less than 5 blghas. 1Th115 this is largely true in

the case of g st Bengal (Tahle 3t) Table 3a provides contrary

evidanca.

ajast
.Houééhoids.répértiné at laast ome member in ﬁgficultufél laﬁcur
account for 32.4% of the households in'égriculfure? although
landless households constitute only 8.4% of the household
population. Evidently membars of Lended households offer

their servicgs as'agrichltural labour. " In faet it is cbserved

that households owning mers thap & bighae of land account for
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38.2% of all zgricultural labour households.

West EBangal

Land - holdlng datsg %PDWS that for thb three vllleges con51d~
eved together{B .E}of the sfrlcujtural househclds Wers 1hnd—
loss oF ownod homestead 1sng only, 32.3% of aﬂrlculturaJ '
houssholds owned 0,1 . 2 acres, 21.24 owned 2- 5 acres, 11.29

ovned more than 10 seras.

Households PGPGTtlHE atleﬁst ona member in agrlcultural
labour aceount for 52.3% of the households in “ETlCUl*UTG
of which lsndless houscholds snd those owning  only home-

stead lond constitute 23.8%.

. The inference thzt suggssts itself is that whereas Landlessness
intuces agriculfural labeour (a1l landless houscholde 4in Trhle
3a and b report agr1culturﬁl labour of at least one member),

lﬂnd Dwnershlp doos not Drgclude it.



e

'hpefated" ) o H;: of _ﬁousehold reperting at
Land (In .. - - Agrieultural " least ong member in
_Biglhs 51 . R . '_ .HI_;LQLLSE_DGIQS : '_EEZSI‘ ¢ [;uxg L;EIEOE__._
Tandless - 0 ea 24 ooy - -
gez . 19 17 (80.57%)
2-5 SRR 23 | 16 - {69.6%) |
5-10 7. - 58 . 88 (43.1%)
10-15 "¢ 47 | 4 (8.59)

15-éc+ CoLn 49 ' 3 (6.1%)

20 & toove - - 64 3 4.9y
—ET . y e : gg S

Bote: _Figur@s in bTackets indicate percentage of households
L Teporiing atleast one memwber in Asrienltural labour
to totel of households in that land class.
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Panle 426 Tnci : t1Eh Agricnltursl Eo rar
ahle ; cldence of houssh i agricultur=1 Jabourcrs
ey of landholding (West Bengaly ‘

Overated - ‘ " Ho.of : chseholﬁs rapérting at

Land {In . Agricwltural least one member in

ggggil__ . - Bousehelds agrjcu,gggﬂ;hlﬂhgg;ﬁﬁ*_

Landless | 28 28 - {1007}

Homeétead only _ 74 74 (1007)

0-1 66 .4l (62,1%)

1-2 o 35 5 (14.3%} - .
' 2-3.5 35 8~ (zz.8fl. -

3.5-5.0 30 2 {6.7%)

5.0-7,5 17 0

7.5-10.0 8 0 )

10 9 Y .

Total 302 158 (A2.30%

Notg: Figures in brackets indicate percentoge of households
reporting at lesst onc member in 2gricultur=l lshour
- to total number of households in thrt land class.
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PROFILE OF SAMPLE HOUSEHOL IS
Janle B -1

Banple Population Classified pecording te fge Groups
. . : . : " . .

Tl sl s o 2T

Rajasthan West Bengal
42 6roup  Dersons Malss  Femgles Persons _Males  Temples
0- 4 43 24- 19 46 25. 21 -
{15.6) (1.3 (4.7}  (13.9)  (14.7)Y  (13.0)
5- 7 14 7 7 . .24 12 _ - 12
(5.1 (4.8 (5.4 (7.3 ( 7.1} ( 7.5)
8- 10 36 25 11 37 22 . 15
(13.0) (17.0) (8.5  (11.7) (12:9) " { 92.3)
11 - 14 30 ‘1s. - 15 . a2 17 15
(10.9y  (10.2) (11.8) ( 9.7y {1¢.07 ( 9.2)
15 - 19 17 8 11 - 23 & 15
( 6.2)  (4.2) (8.5) (6.2 (4.7 (5.3
20 - 29 38 . 17 21 - . .55 . 27 . 28
(13.8} (11.8) (16.3) {(16.8) (15.2)  (17.4)
20-39° - 33 17" 16 43 20 - 23
(12.0)  (11.8) (12.4) . (13.0) (11.8)  (14.3)
40 - 49 37 18 19 36 25, . 11
(13.4)  (1z.2)  (14.7) . (20-9)  (22.9) . ( 8.7)
50 + 28 18 10 45 17 18

(10.1) (2.2} . (7.8)  (10.6) (10.0} . (11.2).

' 87 ] |
(109.0)  (L00.9) (EEELQ}; (i%%;g) E%%g;g)ﬂflégiﬁl

Wote: Figures in bracket indicaste percentages.



Table B =2 39

$ex Ratio in The Sample Households

_— ~oadgsihan

Total Male FEemale

Female per

LO00 males.
. 278 147 129 - 877
Chlld Sex Batdo
o i Radasthan — e
o : Femzle per
ARS8 Grovbh Total Mole Female 1000 males
0- 4 : 43 24 19 791
5 - 14 300 47 23 708
0 ~ 14 123 71 52, .-

e o

Weat Beq;al' _
Feinale per

Total lMale 'Femals 1000 males
331 170 . 161 947
West Bengal —
: _ Female per
Takal  kale  Female 1000 males
48 25 21 540
21, 49 Coanm aitle
137 74 83 8sl

L= L



JTable B -3
Sample Population Classified According ¥p Familv Size
Family . —Balasthan . West Bengal - -
-Blze . Eersops - Males  Females Persons Malgs  Fobales
1- 2 g T2 4 18 8 . . .8
: { 2.2) (1.4) { 3.1) { 4.3) ( 4.7) { 5.0)
3- 5 .. sa - .32 22 143 s . 68
_ (19.6) ~ (21.8) (17.1) {43.2) (a4.1) (42.3)
8- 8 . 125 . .85 80 - - &g 44 - . 45
Lo {458,4) . {45,.8) (46,5) . ({28.9) (25.3) (27,3}
9 - 11 72 29 a3 56 29 27
. {26.3) {25.5) (25.8) (16.2) (17.1) (16.8)
12 + 19 3 10 g9 14 13
{ 8.9) _E_E,l} ( 7.8 { 8.2) { 3.2) ( 8.1}
Total I 2_?..5,_ lﬁ..?. 29 . &3.1. ’?Q_. Lo 5
= __ 300.0 (106.0) %lgo.o} (100,0) g%ﬁo.o} . ;E%.o
Waote: ;

Figures: in bracket indicete percentagss.



Sample Popul-tion Classified by Sthrieity -

L
Ty -
Ethnic;tg

Tribal

Neon-tribal

Totsl

2 Reliejiom

Y

[ ity
- Rajasthan '
. Persons Molog - Pamales
87 22 15
(13.4) (15.0) {11.6)
239 125 114
(B8,8) C (85.0Y {ee.4y
276 .
(100, 0) {wlé__) K:LOOH._)
. Wegﬁ'Bengal
Persong Males Fomzles
100 55 - - 45
(30.2) {a2.4) (25.0)
239 125 118
{63.8) (87.8) {72.0}
B 170 131
{100, 0 (100.0} - {1C0.0)

Hoke: Figures in bracket indicate perecentages.

o



| Table B =5 - 42 -/
Sample Population Classified Accopding to Land Qungrshin:
- y v

¢ _Rajspthan X Waat Bengsl —
Land 1in Lend in
_Bighas ~ Persons _Males  FTemalep JAeres . Persons Males  Famales
Landless - - - Landlass a7 54 43
_ - : _ (29.2) {31.8) (26.7)
Homestead 39 16 23 .
{14,1¥ - (10.2)  (17.8) - Homestead 59 29 30
; _ , (17.8) (17.0) (18.6)
0 - 2 41 - 24 17 : .
(14.9)  {(16,3) {(12.2) 0 5-4,5 65 32 33
' ; ‘ {19.8) . (18.8) (20.5)
2 - 5 32 15 17
(11.6)  {10.2) (13.2) 4.5-10 . oaz 22 20
. (12.7) (12.9) . (12.4)
5 - 10 .42 24 18 . -
- (15.2)  (16.3) (140} + 10 68 33 35
. : 3 . ©(20.5) 7 (19.4) (21.7)
10 - 15 - 37 20 17 :
) : (13.4) (13.8) (13.2)
+ 15 !oas - 45 37
- (30.8) (32.7) (28,7)
Total . 276 147 20 Total 70 5
— (160.0) (100, ':1_%,@:@_) 1 (m&o fuczoﬁ) u%“‘l“g 2 Q)

=, b gl i

Motas -Figures;in bracket indicate percentages.
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Table B €

-—u.,—-\__\,..,....‘

ﬁamﬂégﬁﬁgpul etion Tl=ssified reocordine to Type of Households

Ramfth_ag . West Bon gg l,
farsons Mﬂles Eenales Persons Mgihs Eemalss
40 1.02 96 " B4 42 110 56 - 3
(34.8) (28.7) (82.8) (33.2) (22.9) (33.6)
AC 4.05 123 &7 56 81 42 29

(44.8)  (45.8) " {43.4)  (22.5) (24, ?}':{24.2}

B 20 9 11 57 28 a9
( 7.2) ( 8.1) ( 5.5 _{1?.2) £16.5) (12,0}

c 37 . 17 20 83 .44 39
(13.4) (11.8) * (15.5) (25.0Y (25.9% _{24.2)

Tohal i Z 32 L7 0 18
(l%ﬁ%gﬁ (fﬂgmg}_ fl%.ﬁ.%g} {;%ﬁli'm cﬁqg,g} (q"ﬁlu_k_m

Hotes Fipgures in bracket indicate percentages.
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Tamie G-l

Retail prices of selected items
. from the nearest town (Bhusawand) 1977

Sugar - ' i.:.?'ﬂﬁ. 3.90 peT kg B

Ugsd Dal - e, 4/ o

Moong Dal : e, 3,25 °

Cumin-seed ~ HRs. 15/~

Aniseed s, a/-

Tur[nEric; ' Es. &/- nn

Loaf-gugar ds, 2,25 "

Custard oil ' ds. 10,50 ™

Milk Rs. 2.50 "  Rs. 2/- per kg Jin

Chee Rs., 25/~ wo Rs.23/- per kg pinter
. 26/- 0 Fs.24/- br Rs._éﬁf—

per kg (in summer)



/,f#_““qﬁﬂ
\MAHTOLI /(Raiasthan)
Mame . of Head of
Households
1. Manhori
2. Pyar Singh
2. Tulai
4, Gharsi
%. Hukmi
H. Khema
7. Shrawan
8. Lachman
O, Yadram
10, Mrs Shritam
11. Bhoti { /0 Ramji)
o

7 CHAINTOLI'(Raijasthan)
o

—45 _
Takble C =2

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
T

75

Tibea
Bisgin
Suraj
Babu
Ezhadur
Mamhori

Aszets of sclected househpolds

Farticulars
Utensils Furniture Bicycle
I {In Rs, @ (Mo, }
1000 LC0 1
300 150 -
200 12C -
150 180 -
150 150 -
1oo 100 -
150 100 -
150 50 1
330 300 -
50 50 o
150G 820 -
153 30 -
520 100 -
40 130 1
250 8C 1
200 1a] -
150 120 L
LcO 150 -



3.
7

Partigulars

Ag. labour for ploughing

e e ding

Watering the field with
traditional charas

Mirch plucking

Winnowing

Lahour at harvest time:
{i; Fald

{1i} Kharif

.52

Transplanting
Groundnut. collectox

To cow boys for catile
grazing

Arhar Thakra

Watering the field oy
making mud-rows
(especially for Mirch)

Houxrs for work

7.
e

- ]

e

ahtoli.

Rs., 8/- per bigha

Rs, 2/- to Rs. 4/-

As, 5/-

Rs. 2/- or 2- 2% kg
Mirch

Rs, 2.50/Rs. 3/~

5 kg grain

Rs. 5/-

Rs., 4/ or 5/-

2/- to 4/-

5/- per month for

one hufbhlo

2/~ to 3/-

5/- {day time)

6/- (night time}

OO0 AM to 7.30 - 8.00 EM
.00 AM to 6.00 - 6,30 FM

YILLAOES 1977

Chatntpll

Rs, 8/~ per bigha

Hs, 2/- Eu Rs. 3/-

Re, 5/-

Rs. 2/- or 1% - 2%
- Mirch

Rs, 2,50 - Rs, 3/-

5 Kg grain

Rs. 5/=

1/- to 1.25

2/~ ta 3/-

Rs. 10/- per month for

one buffalo

In summer sSgason

In winter season.

kg

Rs. 7/~ per bigha
Rs. 5/-

Rs. 5/-

2 Kg Mirch
S Kg grain
Hs , 5?—
5/ -

7/-
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Mulok



i



i

vy :
APPENDIX 1IN
a MULUK - A Time Disposition Study
wohg Aveysminigt ond ot e TUL T ’_'."_'-'_:'"‘T"-?":'T-‘f.-'ﬂ?”j.l"‘-"
SNG e mEas teemy miden il dleera iernew snl. Bed 0 Latdn VI
empant AR e 6 o o L] e wankic foina b falings
o - ' C ot

N o Toarl LT et e el ._..'-"-' o - :'..'.' .o
- Muluk is & village near Bolpur town in Birbhum District { Sadar
'Sub-Division }, West Bengal, with a population of 1452 of whom
.. 1+ 762 axe males dnd. §90, femals {,Gensus 1971). ~

: . cEE dsaiofoen : ’
27.5% of the population belongs to the Scheduled.Castes.and 20%
belongs to thé Scheduled Tribes, together. accounting for 47.5% of

Muluk's popolation. -

_ Accordingfo the 1971.Gensus, Handbook of Birbhum District, the
.. general participation rate®.of the village is 23.2%. OFf a totai
.+ 337 workérs, in the village 329 are males and § are females of
- whom 6 are agriciltural labourers. Thus while the maje partici-

. .. .pation rate is 43,2% the fomale participation rate 1= as low as
1.16%. This is in spite of a;high percentage ofScheduied Cdastes
and Tribes in the populatiprf‘-_' The male workers are equally divided

““into cultivaters and agricultura} labourers.

A time dispositinn recording through direct chservation of al]
- ' activities was done for females of selected households in Muluk
- village for two months from the 14t Tuly-13th September 1976. .
~ ar-+ This involved a récording of the sequence and duration of an

L+ indlviduals activities ‘over a specific day with a view of analys-
ing reasons for differences in the allocatioh of time in the different
households, - -

thrr The survey was conducted by a 'fémale. She was given a free style

Questlonnaire with timings given one side and space for free
recording of activities on the other. The investigator was located
O zonpe: iin-the viHage*for the 8'Wwaek pefiod. - THiZ was to be 4 trial run
‘hrict 2o ~dor the 52 week obs8Tvdtion that was to be carrjed cut in villages
'in Rzjasthan apd West Bengal.

~owe o oo oA Five hoosehivlds wafe seladted for the survey. The total popu-~
: lation of the household was 39, of whom 10 were males, 15
females and 14 children. Only adult females were observed.
5(33.3%) of the observed femalés engaged in gainfu! activity
either as wage labourers or as domestic workers (maid servants)
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Althotgh the sample was not selected within the framework of a
statistical design, tHe sampled households rapresented a Cross
section of uccupanons and resourcé positions thaf ranged from
households that were landless I:c: those that owned 125 bighas of
31&11:1. :
Tabl.e helow gives the dxstributmn of hous Eholda atcoi‘dmg to
certain characterisncs.

Table -1
Name of ' _Gccupatioﬁ Size of Owner= Owner- Owrn .,
House-- . of head of " house- ship of ship of siip
hojd household hold. land, . live- plou ;.
M F C stock.
1.___Séfdal_-ﬁi_ Agricultural 1 2 4 No- - .
' labour ' . lahd
2. Meajhan’ "o 2 3 2 .r - -
‘3. Patra  Milk business*. 3 3 5  3Bighas 2 1
L culttvation . {leased
' - ' land} -
4. Tagore  Employer/ 2 4 -2 30bighas 4 2
. Owner of . {own land)
rice mill
5. Saha . Superviscr -~ 3 3 1 125 bighas 10 2
: of cultivation . {own land)
als,
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Table - 2

Work Participation Rates - Some Comparaltive Flgures from West Bengal

I

-

a: p’-mﬁn 5

. the: refarenc@ perlod of ona week was adqpted

_In the case c:f
maln aﬁ:tivityﬁvas vﬁscertal’ﬁed with reference ‘I suich work as in the last

. : e ol I:-“. ﬁ &
o 1 L . O
MULUK UILIQQGEF -+ 7 Data from §- salected 3 Se.lecte& vlllagﬁs ¥3 *i Data from .Ttme -
BIRBHUM(DfSTRI&T hﬂuseﬁalds. Time allogation Stud:,r** '_ Allﬂcatlon Study
Data fmm ,1§?1 %ﬁsus - TJuly-Sept., 76, tL buim Disl: Ve : Phase I’
. S _ L '- Ddta’from NS§ 32nd Round . June-July, 1877
“” E-f', e -t 55 S chi¢ 1é_ulﬂ&s Canvassoed by IS8 i 3
J— E: e H RO Al Inva.ﬂ’lgators in sample f = &
.o LR ' hm}}éaﬁoms Nw;w?? i E
-’:.”-: Lo lan : = 2 i ~ 2
7 - Bttt ettt T
Total No crf {;' fPtircen— v Total HNo. of Perqen--._;--'ﬁl'nt_al .=.~Io; of Percen- ‘iotal No 4 Parcen-
Popu-: ¢ viorkers & Hage of in - workers tageé of o 3 workers tage of in of T tage of
latton i B'L “workers sample ' workers .. sample workers - sample wor<Z  workers,
i sEiv s | o ket
S e e e s T T T T s s s S e S e s e e ot mo TR s e
1. % TR N 4., 5. 6, 7. ‘8, 9. 10 1E. - 12,
---------- - N BV NE 1SS O SRR SR S
: o L. b = L . iy i Tow
. Dl 002 - - oo
1452 . 837 2£23.2 T 39 147, £ 35.9 ;};1? L 107 . 33.8 293 163 > 55.9
Males - . -8 =@ 5 7 TR L i , co
762 ¢ @29 L Y432 %10 9 ‘90.0  Els i 95% @ Bl.9 98 90, % 91,8
690 2 | 216 TUUs. 0 6 1 E4D.0 - Bls S qr 3.4 99 30. 7 30.3
Ghlldren . ©- = 14 7 1 R L7y 6 o ‘9,3 .86 43 . .44.8
C T E') B s . ) ='.~ . 'E._.-'?' - ..-_\ . BT E:'
__“___..____:L__n_.r‘.;.tg._‘- ___________ e r""
L.

Tha. 1871: Censuﬁ :zi;‘;efimtinn uf wufker was one v.:hqse mamlﬁactw;ty was work
dadsonal*activity,"

yaar. Intthe case of tegular woi’
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Worker was defined as person who engaged in more than 1 hour.on
an averege in’ gainful aenmty in the recerded week

The NSS round also uses the time criterion in i.te definition of
worker. A person is considered to be werkmg if he whue pursuing
any gainful occupation worked for atleast one hour, & r at least one
day dunng the week preceeding the: 'sarvey, as in-

* The wllagee selected ware Kuita, Selarpur and Thebgaen in P, S i
Dubra;pur, Dist. Birbhum.

** Timea a.llacatlen study was eendueted b}r_tlie Institute of Social
Studies sponsored by the Indian Gouncil for Social Science Research.

While the NS§ 32nd Round schedule and Time Aliocation Study was

-canvaszsed on some seot of heusehelds difference in sample size were

due to the fact that in the Time Allocation Study those not in village
were not observed and excluded from the sample. The slightly lower
nu.mber of children could he a 1 year dlfferenee in the reporting age.

Loy 3--

Tahle -3
Average No. of Hours spent per Mmelee in selected
households,
Land in Personal Gainful Heusehel-::i
Bighas ac twﬂ:y - ::L;;leree
Sardami Landless 3.06 8.18 ERY
Meajhen - Landless 3.03 7.05° <230
. Patra " 3(leased in)”  4.37 - . ' 8.56
-Tagore 3 .30 . 728 .07 ©5.17
 Szha 128 . 5.10 - 7,34

_——-——.—.-.--—-——.-—-.1_—————.--...-_--_——.——--—.-_--—--.—-—.——.-.,._.__.__.—.—._._'__-._..____.-,_.-,._.__._—_.__

While it is recegmsed the sample is tooc small for making
generalisations some of the findings of the survey arg presented.
helew Y
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Determ’ ~ants of fema(‘{e Iabour srtppl'sl"

Tl

Land - : AR ]
It is hauﬁe‘des L‘hat can be gmuped as- belongmg to the lowest
-1 .. inceme deciles such as agricultural labourers that females have
.- ... bo work -for their'living. -Théy spend a large Dmporti:an of their
AN time in gainful émployment unlike the Women ¢f the land owhing
el famllles_,,_: Thus it i's land and resources associated with it that
S seem.trj. he’ chief 'ﬂatefni'mantﬁf- fernalé‘l‘abbur's‘uipiﬂ?.'

Irreapectwe of doe,marital status or famlly size all females
~from the Sardami and Meajhen households had to énagige in- gainful
S ‘Work working either as agricuitural labourdrs’ plantmg paddy |,
Lo 7MiM ontting grass or digging for 7-8 houlrs a-day -or work:id’ others
v 77 hbuses sweeping, washifig clothes and uténsils, ~One of the females
- of the {andless households was erigaged as a‘daily labodirer indul-
ging in the arduc:-u.s tasks of carrylng and breaking bricks, mixing
cement for 10-11 hours a day. Females from landless households
. spent rnuch 1955 Lune tn aciivitlies such as restlng, gossiping,
et e braidigg haif and bathmg than femaled from I:he landowning families.
) In the Tagore household the two dzughters spent-an average of
rl ] N 5 hours in attending educational institutions, 2 ‘t‘u::urs in restmg
s "~ and half an hour in c:i&amng_. sweepmg and-washing, =

It seems that in the poorer households as living becomes more
difficu.l, women enter intd the igbour matket, while in the more
prospaErous., hous.Ethds they opt for lexsur& attend educatu:-nal
mstu:utmns or spem.i mure time irr hﬁusehmd chores.

-

-civgug otz Fam ng Size __,m_,‘_'_ ' '_ o ‘%h{‘n R : L

Forsmn Anld fra e s ’ R R RT i EEE

' The larger the size of ‘am;lmtﬁe “n%i‘e f’h‘é ‘hﬂusehold work . AI: the
same-time the more the mﬂqﬁer% .greater: ig the support a house- -

wife gets. Howesver, the, g dllocdtion ofthé selected households
in Mulgkidid not suggest famLJ.:.r SLZE 1:::: be a determmant t::f female

: o labcsur s‘uppflyn. A P
o h Thugduyhile the Sardarnk, Meajhen and Tagcrfel_a had the same family
B '“.f";"“ 't e B ‘they’ had- very different.-time allocatinnal -patterns. The Sardami

and Meajhein"households which were landless spénd only 1-2 hours

in household, chc:-res whife the Tagore househoid owning 30 bighas
spends an average of 5 hours. On the other hand while the Sardarni
and Meajhan hoiiseholds spent7-8" hours. An gainful activity, the Tagore

household spend only 0.7 minutes. This seems to show that;t is
IR Lo A =

-
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landholding rather than family size that determines time allocation
of females and their labour supply.

Age

Our sample revealed that while the females of the landless families
have to work outside imrespective of age,; within households there
are differences in ailocation of time in different household chc:-res
Thus each housshold allocates its total time Fescurces not Gnly
amaong actwitles but atso among members. Taking the case of

the Patrd household it was observed that while: each:woman
engaged in household chores, Anna and Renuka ages. 20,21

spent more time on the strenucus tasks of washing clothes and
fetching water and fuel. The less strenuous taskof cooking was
left mainiy to Usha {50). . ok d.

Hi

Degeﬁdencg Ratio NI

The number of children in a household can also determi.ne the

female labour supply to & large extent., Howeuen jcthis was - not"
revealed in our sample. Howewver, it could be a factor in explain-
ing why the Patra household which has 5 children spends a much
greater time in househeold chores ( 8. 15 hours} especially child
care in contrast to other landed households whmh Spend 5 to

7 hours. ST

Limitations ' e gt

A major limitation in the recording of time dispesition-in Muluk
was that it was limited to the adult women in the Yicuse-holds.

It is recognised that since time allccation of one member is
influenced and in tum influences other members of the household
The excdusion of men and children from the nhsewatmn prevented .
any sort of c.orrelatmn between the activities of all the members,

The activities of the women ware recorded for.at_ least 7 days
continuously in each household. Howewver, it was not clear

‘how the Investigator observed the activities of § women in 2

to 3 households simultaneously. It is possible that the investi-
gator used the data for previcus days. In this case the .

‘observation” technique which was the core of the, methcdolngy
Was . molated

' The recordmg extends from 5 a.m. to 6 a.m.. nnly FThe Elc'l'.l‘lﬂ.t].es
of the women hesmmi these hours are lost to the survay.
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of the dszerent SOMBRYTL s L
There was no ﬁtandard ﬁumber cf weeks for thEh the different
i

househol;ﬂa were observad. The Tagcre hsggsehcld being observed

for onty fu::-ur weercs white. the; pthers wers obsérved for & weeks.
Again ook all the atult WOomen wem uhserved during each period-

.3 Tagors women being ohserved frcrm*ES 3E|th~Iu1:.r “and only one
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. PERSONAL

L. Eating', sléepmg, Ettendlqgeedl.llgat;onal institutions
2.9 Léistire’ activities /gossis . \{’i L
:_3. Attendmg educatmnal ‘Insmutmns B

iy

e A . i . R e .. ,-..-ﬂr st
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HOUSEHOLD CHORES

e e W-:-rkmg a3 wage labourer/ma.td sewaﬂ g
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Gultivatiun/BuperWSinn &n ow-n farm etc:

. . --:':- FLEEER N
Soap RRLTHN

]

Cooking and related activities
Child care

Fetching water and fuel
Washing and sweeping floors.

Lk
Al
LR Rt

GAINFUL AGTIVITIES OBSERVED

e G B

.Digging

Planting paddy
Cutting grass

Plucking greens - 7-8 hours

. bf a daily labourer

1.
2.
3.
4,

i i i T N e . R

-Garrying bricks

Breaking Bricks
Mixing Cement '
White wash preparing - 10 hours

of 8 maid servant

o
.

"Sweeping

Cleaning

Collecting cow dung
Fetching water
Washing clothes
Child care

of an agricultural labourer
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sy .s.. . ANERAGE'TIME SPENT PER DAY (:IN HOURS
CEmiT .':’-.TT' b ompmio, . R SARDARNI -
AL L. . < . .. .. SHANTI .  _ PHATUNA
Lk e T
oy e : Relationship to head . _ .
) of household -~ : Wife . . :Daughter
Education N : Illiterate ' 'Tﬁﬂ.'terate '
I ' Gécuﬁétinna' T : Maid Servant - ';Maid '
S 2.56. . 3.17
- - % - -
3. - -
ST Hg m,.- 10 6.26
8. - R 1-0
g ?,"_-- - deomuppy: 0448
. ¥ - L v U.S
A, 9. - 0.34
Asenll R i
T . - ! b3 . .
hodngkonoe -“h-—_-_.-' _______________________________________________
e widae
e MEATHEN
L S PAKU . SUNDARI - TALAKURI
LT 4 : -R'éiationship tc.-. o : '
ek . household . @ Wife.. Daughfer = Daughter
) _‘Education :  llliterate Illiterate Illiterate
».Occupation , . Bgr. " Daily Daily
. labour  -labourér - . labourer
Age - : 45 22 18
1. 3.08 2.38 3.04
Z. 0.08 0.04 _ 0.04
3. - T -
g. 7.26 6.51 7.38
6: 0.47 0.31 Q.38
?- - 1.1 13 -
&, 0.47 0.21 1.04
9. 0.38 0.47 0.56
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VAT A ) e L
T _-::-.ii’-;f.-:'=; :_-:j_a PATRA T
B e LI & ittty .
eiEy USHA ; }dﬁﬂggp:m AMNA
R&L@honshm l,:o head i, B ghe
. of househsld'®% <15 Wife fm(pl?uc?l'n:er-lr'l— Daughter-in- .
«L Che s Law
“TTEdiestion-- - ... : . Illiterate Upto Glgss I Upto Class I
Boe® 52 v+ 50 T 20
_________________ — ._'_"-__-__-_-_--"'-'"__'___-r___--'-"_'_'"'--*_-
- ] 5.09 3.38 4.34
7'% ar 0.25 - 0.05
3 - - - - .
. r _ _ ; _ .
g _ - -
K ) 6.33 4,21 . 3.58
T . - 1.04 . -
8 0.02 0.09 . 2.03
9~ e 1.12 3.54 2.03
--------------- W LLE 3y mm mmm = o m o mmmme_
e s TAGORE
AR iy SATYAVATI = BANUSREE PII
Relh'tmnﬁmp to heﬂ;l EN s
of, hcusehuld : Wife .. .Daughter Daughter
: ._ [ ’}"| =
Educatian . Class IIT " * Class 'IX Class X
Dccupatlun Dcmeéjﬁé ' .éi-;i..::ie.nt and Student and
— work domestic work domestic work
Ageps - TEeeddel. 2% 20
_J-_"IH'UTG-"'"-__"__I__-"'"'-_"'“-"—--'—'_-'__'-'_'_-—__"--__-__ ___________________
1 e 4,23 4.17 5.04
2 fc.d : - 0.13 0.13
3 -[E.I:} - - 4'23 4-00'
4 85, ' - = -
6T ‘. 5.47 6.56 1.13
T - - 0.08
§ T 026 0,13 0.26
g 2.21 2.00 2.17
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AVIRAGE TIME SPENT PER DAY

{IN HRS.)
Tarulata Durgabala
Relationship to head -
of household ' Wife - Mother
Education Class Il Illiterate
Occupation Agr. Labovrer . Domestic work
Age 38 60
1 3.40 6.36
2 - .04
3 - -
4 — -
5 - -
3] 6.03 4.37
? — -
8 1.28 1.40
9 - -
. MULUK

Area of village in ...clares
Octupiid Residwirtial Houses
No. of househnlds
Population .

CENSUS 1971
244 .44 (555 acras)
271
271
' 1452 'Male: 762 Female-

650

___.---_.___a_-_—__-_-____._.-.___._____________-__._____._—.._._.___._.-_...__.___

Schediled Castes
Scheduled Tribes

Litzrate and educated peranns
Total workers

Cultivaters

. Agricultural labourers
Livestock , forestry .

Mining Quarrying

Heouesehold industries

Other than household sndustry
Construction

Trade and Commerce

Transport storage and ccmmumcatinn

Other services:
Non-work ers.

T ———— - s S’

—._——.—-.-_-_-—_.—_.--—-—.—_—-——__.-—_

188
140
48

,
1 = oo
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Measurement of Rural Unemployment
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- Krishna Bhardwa] On "Measures of Unemployment™ A
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- Parthasarathy P Labour Time Disposition Dats a&nd
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Jain Devaki A Symposium on Unemployment. in
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Counting Unemployed Days - &
Soceptical MNote

Self Employment, Disguised -
Unemployment and Surplus Labour

Concrete Suggestion for NBS and
Thirty Seccnd Hound Survey on
Emplovmert and Unemployment.

Trends in Rural Unemploymént in
Tndis, An Anaslysis with Reference
to Coneceptual and Measurement
Eroblens,

Synposium on the Concept and
Measurement of Rural Unemployment-
A Summary Stotement.

at the Asian Regional Workshop on the

‘Rele of Women in Contribution to Family Income, Bangkok,

July 1978,

Dr. Ambhorn Messok

Perez BLA.

Miss Tang, Yong Moy
and Mrs, Urcivan YTan
Tan ¥im Yong

Dong Kyu Choi and
Dai, Young Kim

Chei Dong Kyu®

Cheng Sick Hwa

Women Porticipetion in Family
Income,

Women Labour Force - Participation
and Incoeme in Thres Scuth Asian
Countriesa.

The Position of Women and Their
Contribution Bural Productive
E€forts, & Compariscn of Two Case
Studies in Thailand and Malaysia

Women's Coatribution toc Income and
Structure of Women's Employvment
in Yorea. '

- Goverrnment Programmes and

Policies Regarding Female Workers
in the HBepublic of Korea

The bceonomic Charactefiistics of
Women in Singapore.
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Lawrence T Chan
Ms, Herminia M,
Ericnes

Dr, Estelis L,-
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Yeong ¥in Cheng
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Dr, Gertrud Schanne
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Tengku Maziedah Khaulah

Ahmed
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Womanpower Mobilisation and
Hong Kong's Industrialissticon

Role of Women in Contributing to
Family Income,

4 Proposal for a Plan of Action

' Wemen and the Working Environment

Correlates of Femszle Income

Malaysian Trade Unien Congress
Women's Section

Income and Labour Market
Participation coi Women in Malaysia

Women's Participation in Employ-
ment in Bangladesh

Women in Bangladesh
Employment of Women irn India
Employment of Women in India
Women Workers in Japan

The Role of Women in Contributing
to Family Inceme

The Role of Rural Women in
Comtributing. to Family Income

Hote on Activitiaes Undertaken
by ESCAP in Connection with
International Women’e Year

Hote on the Activities in the
Region with Regard to Weomen's
Contribvution tc¢ Family Inccome.

FAC's Efforts Towards Heliping
Women in the Rural Areass Play
an Active Part in Contributing .
to and Incressing their Family
Income,
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_ Mrs. Dra Angustisn The Bole of Women in Congributing
Seksano to Family Income in Indonesia

— Mr. E.T.'Mhngéhas and The bicecnomic Status of Women 4an
Teresa Jaymé-ho Arcilytical Framework,

Rapers presented at OECD Conference an Employment of Womern,
Paris, 4pril 1980. '

_"The Growing Role of Women in toe Lesbour Foree, Eschomic
and Social Implicaticns.

- Statement by Secretary General of the OBCD High Level
Conference cn the Bmployment of Womer.

- Segregation and the functioning of Labour Markets (Note
by the Secretary General),

~Women im:the Labour Market: Analytical. Report (Note.by
the Secretadlat).

- Communique (Hote by the Secretary General)

- The Business and Industry Advisory Committee Comment for
the CECD High Lewvel Conference on the Employment of Women
{Note by the Secretary General).

- Views of ths Trade Uﬁion apdvisory Committes to OECD
(TUAC) {liote by the Secretary Ceneral).

Papers presented at the Seminar an women in the Indian
Labour Force, Trivandrum, July 19&0.

- Seal K.C, Wemen in the Labour Force In
indin -4 Macro Level Statistical
vrofile. |

- Mukhepadhyays 3 Women Workere of lndia - A Case

of Zegmentstion.

« Parthasarathy G, Rac R Wemen in the Labour Force in
India.
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Institute .of Social Studies Frust Cuestionnaires devised
for IS3T Socio~Econeomic Surveys, :

World Employment Programme Rescarch : Three Working Papers:

-~ Anker, Richard

- Cppong, Christine

Wobppopgd dgristihere

Deere, Carmen Diana

- Marriot Moikim

- Heyer, Judith °

- Thamarszjakshi R

~ Mencher Josn P and
Debroah DRAmico

~ Mencher Joan F

- Gulgti Lesls

- Lakiri EK.K.

Demugraphic Changes and the Role
of Wemen: 4 Research Programme in
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INTRODUCTION

Geoods and services that produce 'utility' fall within the natural domain
of economic enquiry. Classical economists like Adam Smith made 3
distinction between the use-value and exchange-value of goods and
services and economists restricted their domain to the latter class of
items since they argued that the former category of commodities do

not have markets and herce are not easily amenable to analysis by

the usual tools of the economic science. {1}

What surprisingly has escaped generations of economists is the problem
of evaluating a category of services which i- about as free and preva-
lent as God's free air, but which nonetheless has the potential of
generating exchange-value. T have in mind the universally prevalent
system of unpaid labour - mostly household labour p_erfarmed mainly

hy women all over the world to a greater or less extent, which produces
essential services for private consumption, strictly outside the ambit
of the social production system. It is qualitatively different from
‘public goods' due to its exclusive private nature and from commodities
with only use-value due to its potential marketability (2). In fact
avery single items of housewaork (barring the physiological act of
child-bearing by women), like child-rearing, cooking, cleaning,
mending and running the household in general can be, and has been,

done by hired personnel under some socio-cultural conditions or the
other, )

It mav seem to be a bit surprising, therefore, that to date there has

bean no seripus and concerted attempt to evaluate the contribution of

' this very essential class of services to the general well-being of the
population. Generations of economics students have been fed puzzles
like what happens to naticnal income when a man marries the cock,

but this and simiiar questions have remained as brain-teasers in
naticnal income accounting rather than pose more substantive issues (3).

There is of course no denying the fact that imputing values of house-
hold work where there are no markets, or substantially segmented
markets , poses very serious analytical and metheodological problems.



This may be one of the main reasons why it has not been seriously
attempted so far. But then one could argue that a whole lot of other
problems which have accounted for a spate of research activity in
theoretical and emplncal economics in recent years have similar
methodological problems. . Gonsider, for instance, the burgeoning
literature on public goods, on extemalities and on a somewhat more
mundane plane, on the whole area of evaluation of social henefits

and costs, for instange (4),. The analytical problams intrinsic to these
issues have propelled closer scrutiny of these matters rather than
induce oblivion or disowning of these by the economics research

.. community. Perhaps, ‘one feels, that the reasons for this neglect where

women's work. is concemed could be largely sociological, as 3 large
number of Marxxst-f‘ernimst writers belle've them to ba

THE MARXIST-FEMINIST STAND

Engels was t.he. fust to. suggeat that the total male domination of women,

- alcng.with the relegation of all household duties to wemen, can: He

-traced-to the. origin of pnvate property in the history of human civili-
--5ation. The emergencﬂ of private property r1ghts inn the males of the
_ hnusehold bmught into focus the question of inheritance of property
- by the progeny, aad this could be done only by the abrogation of the
L mqthe: rlght preval&nt in early societies, Fc:r Engels this marked the
- - beginning of male submgation of women and delegatmn of wc:men wholly
to the domestic sphere. Thus, perfnrming household chores by women .
- emerges.as. a nec:essary cmcomitan.. of the grow‘th c.f capltailsm {5}

B There have been a numher of studl.es by sociclogists and sobial anthro-
._poglsts in recent years_ which suggest that the status of women' in
. different cultural simations tends o go down with the growth of commer-
. ciallsm and colonialism’ {E] In particular it has been suggested that
_m class-based societies, the séparation of the family and the society

. s carned to an extreme length Women's work is relegated wholly into
. the private dumam and therehy it ceases to be vigible. " It is easy to

forget something that is oot pbserved, and assume it doas not exist.
Man:.r ‘have thus felf the need for rem-::vmg the dichotomy between the
' public and the prwate r:lc:mams {7). At the same time there have been
a number of smdles wh:.r:h p:e:sent eviden-::e to the effect that male

_ dornmatmn —::af women had exlsted in some’ pre-capltahstic, primitive
; snmenes as weﬂ, sc that as a phenumenon csf social ls.fe, it predates




the advent of capitatism (8). While: the debate continues, ‘pethaps few
will find fault with the positmn that the naturd of household work: will
be conditioned by the social mode of pmduct.ton thhm whlch if .1.5
embedded :

THE NdN-—MARXIST._PtMINIET sTAND T i

A substanttal segment of the fernlnlst movement in Westem speieites
which emergred as a major social force in the early’ SEUentLes had: how-
SVer growrl outstde the ambit of the Margist stream of thtjught "A class
of economists of non-Marxist persuaéion have attempted to inderstand
and analyss the phendmendn of inereasing subjuration of women in
general, and relegation of zll household duties to women in pa:ticula.r,
in the context of advanced industrialised-societies which thrivé on

the tenets of consumerism. One of the most cogent and readable

. accounts in this class of arguments can be found in Prof. Galbraith.

He argues that the mdefmlte expansion r:-f consumer g-::ods and. services

" by billmn—ddliar corporations in these sccl&tma = which-{s what these

cnrpdrattmns are primarily aiming at - u:nphes that- Gundumptf«on as an
activity has to bec-::ume & more and more el‘.abdrate, and- hence a'Tiore and
more time-conSummg and in some sense, Bnerous- task (9)" For:this to
. he. possible, there has. to exist a.class of people who wotld do the
-increasingly burdensn::me and complex tasks df admmtstratinn of house-
-_hold cdnsumpt.ton Typtcaﬂy the hduseWtfe assdmes thie role of what
. Galbraith catls the ° crypto servant', The pervaswe forée that goes into
the shaping of sccial attitudes glorifies the role of the women - as the
-efficient home-maker - the mindless meron fashicned by the persuaswe
. powers of the media, who in all her glory, canhnudusly conks ‘Gleans,
polishes,. bears and rears ::htldren buys the latest brands nf detergents
. and cake- -mixes. and tries to be decorative no. matter what ft::r that is
-prectsely what the soclai attttudes shaped by bi[lmn—ddllar corpdratmns
. working through the media desire them to be. In’ the context of our
society, a similar social att.ltude glorifies the mather image tn the point
..of worship (10}. Pc-;rhaps the social sanction and gl‘onﬁcatmn of mother-
hood and housebound. work for women. COmes, prectsely becaus‘e J.t is
socially cdnvenlent to relegate women to Lhat role, Eetng £y mn::ther or
. a home-maker is, to borrow 2 phrase from, Galbraxth ‘a mnvement
social virtues', for otherwise the system. w.til not fl.tnctmn m a manne;: in
“which the powers that run the system wduld want it'to’ functlnn “In the
case of Western societies it is the powerful 'planning system' {11).



, ' "hberate thé housewife

In the context of our snclety, it is the crippling effect of tradition and
_ convenﬂon .

Cne ‘can perhaps now try to answer the question as.to why the economics
" of hnusewcrkhas been aneglected area of enquiry so far, especially in
view of the facts that {i} domestic work is not intrinsically non-market-
| able and {11.} that is not intrinsically woman- specific. In other words,
Cin some socm—cultural set-up, all kinds of domestic work , barring

- chlld-bear;.ng, can legitimately form a part of the social production
system. ﬁnd_seﬁond in some cultural set up again, -all kinds of domestic

work can be, and have been; performed by men. The sex-miles assigned

to womer afe a function of social attitudes and preferences rather than

a biclogical phenorerion (12}. Thus the dominant answer to the question
posed abové seems to be an amalgam of two factors : the inherent

. methud&logl.cal pmhlems of evajuating housework in the absence of

" . propet markets, plus the overall marglnahty of women whose main role
ig in the home as the second sex. ' If the first reason makes the problem

- 'difﬂcult and’ i.ntractable, the second makes the affcrt needed to solve it
o ___unnecessary and uncall&d fqr

.. EVALUATION' OF HOUSEWORK "

_S—::me wnters have argued that the main difficulty regarding’ evaluation of

N hcu&ework as it stands is that it is largely outslde the social production

system that unless the barners hetween the pnvate and ‘the social

-the problem will remain. While Markist writers emphasise this as a _
structurat phenomenon of the social system, implications of this 'private-

. 'ness! of housework for {ts econémic evaluation are quite clear. - It

’ "lmplles a kind of segmentation bétween farnlly'- ldbour and market labour
which introduces a weﬁge hetween the rea) labour ccasts invelved in the
o situations We will elaborate on this pcint later eni. Leaving that
3 aspect aside fur the time being, we would like to sound a neote of caution
“heré, Even if we Earget abiout the specific modalities of breaking the
ba:ners between the private and ‘the social domains, one should realise
that hemg a part of the EDGlal production 5ystem bgr itself will not
' Some of the most penraswe forms of exploita-
N tion ‘are perpetra“ted under camtalism in the form of wage-labour. So

- '_"visxbliity hy 1tself cannot he a suﬁicxent CDﬂdltlDI‘l for allemaﬂng the
] _malady'

o



Gan it ba a necessary conditmn" Thera is no quasuon that if hcuaa-

work were a part of the social preduction system, the economisfs task

. would have been much easier than otherwise. Even if it were not, so
long as there is-a certain amount of mnblllty hamraen housawurk and other
- kinds of market—ocriented activities, onée could dafma one's prc:hlams in
clearly specified terms. In the West, for mstanca where markata are
much more pervasive than in.Indla, almost the entire brunt of reséarch
on women's work has been on the quastmn ﬂof dj.s;rlmmatmn in tha place
~of work {13}. This iz because 4n Western countries, unlike’ in curs, for

a very significant proportion of the female. populatmn outslde the labour
market, non—participation in the labour force is a matter of choice and

not one of decree, however much this. chmc:a be cnnditionad b},r the pre-
vailing social attitudeg. The pointis that in tha prasanc:e af ajternative
uses of labour time, one can at least thmk in.terms of 1ts apportum.ty
cost, something which one cannot Ho if the woman' g t:.ma 1s m:ﬂ: used
anywhere outside the home. One is not suggasﬂng revnlutmnary -changes
in existing social organisation. All cne woula like to argue 15 tha.. given
the prevaling state of familial arrangements in our soclaty, if ariy
attempts at evaluating housework has to be mada the firet thing one has
to do is to make housework much more 'visible' than it currently is. In
other words, unless one has specific information on the nature and extent
of effort spent on various activities, no attempts at estimating the poten-
tial value and/or the cpportunity cost of the effort spent on housework
. can proceed. It is somewhat disconcerting I;hat no attempt has ever been
.made to do so. No official er non-cofficial agency celiécts infonnatmn

on the time-use pattern of nearly 50% of tha pﬂpulatmn wh,J.ch is subsumed
under the category of 'house~wives'. For the purpoaa of data-callactmg
-agencies, they simply do not exist (14).

As a first step towards avaluati.nn af hausawdrk'WHat gne needs is not
merely an estimate of the nature and extent of effc-rt spent but also one
needs to know in the cantaxt of & particular famLiy how. it Ls placad with
respect to the market -- in its capacity of a prr:-ducmg as well . as a
'conaummg umt lethough somewhat madaquate some attam_pts ‘have
already been. made to provide macro estimates of the vaiue of honaawark
in the context of othar countries,.  One of the aarllest attempts in the
area -~ long before the women's quastmn bacame tha in' thmg to write
about -— has ba-an by ‘Colin Clark. Later, A.H. Shamauddm astu'nated
the value of women's work at about 24% of tha GNP of the USA in 1964
prices. Galbraith reports. an 1mpre551nnmt1c astnnata of an. American
housewife's services at about $ 13,500 a year in 1972 {15} ‘The Chicago
School economists warking on the new household economics have been



evaluating the supply price of a housewife's services from basically
the entry wage rate of the labour supply functions of similarly qualified
 vomen working in the market (16). To our knowledge, nog attempt has

' been made to evaluate the services of a housewife in the context of any
socic-economic group in our country.

WHY EVALUATE HOUSEWORK 2

At this point one feels one should set on recerd the necessity, particu-
““larly, in the context of a country like ours with nearly 88% of the female
population being recorded as non-workers (17), of trying to make visible
the effort spent on domestic work. Fer one _thing. in a large part of the
rural and the urban informal sectors, women's contributions to market- '
oriented production is-intermittent, irregular and uncertain. The usual

. . workery/non-worker classification used in official data collection systems

. Apart from the problem of -choosing

fails to:capture the true picture, not merely because of the intricate
patterns of time use by women between market and non-market activities
and continuous dovetailing of the two, but also due to biased reporting
of the respondent whose response invariably depends on his or her own
perception of the women's role in the household (18}. So one part of the
problem is to differentiate between housewcork and work for market
production. But to Ho it pne needs to have information on the time use
pattern of the persons concerned. 3So information on the effort involved
L. in domestic work is an outcome of this endeavour.

More importantly, do we need to do this exercise for the sake of evaluat-
ing hgusework itsell{? For one thing, it just does not seem to be right
that nothing is known about the toils of nearly half the population of the
country.- This is 50 not merely because it gives us better information on
how a large part of the nation’s available labour time iz spent, but also

becausze some kind of an estimate of this essenti

al service is necessary
for

constructing any guality of iife index worth its name. People have
by and large come to agcept that for the purposé'of interna -

b ge tional compa-
risons of living standards, -5imple

GNF per capita is not of much use.
the proper prices to make comparative

evaluation possible; one should be able to identify the goods and ser-

Eices. that go into the commodity baskets. that are being compared.
caving an essential service out of the consumption basket because no

value has been fixed on it, is - )
bath water a bit like throwing the baby away with the



L further aspect of the problem relates to the nutritional needs of people
depending on the nature and extent of the work done. In working out

the minimum notriticnal requirements of sixtesn difisrent categories of

the populaiion, the Task Force on Projections of Minimum: Needs.; Flanning
Comission, Government of India, {19) categeorised all non-workers as -
doing sedentary work, and by the quirk of official statistical wisdom,.
housework is 'mon-work', so that 88% of our female population is automa-.
tically deemed to be leading a sedentary life. Apart from providing the
basic data for any kind of nutritional requirements, housework data,
properly conceived, can give us valuable insights into the nature and
direction social planning should take. How long do the women in a
partic:ular village have to walk to get firewood ? “Drinking water? "How
long do they take to cook a simple meal 7 What is the wastage of eneray
involved ? These are vitally important pileces of information. It is
beginning to dawr on pecple that planning shodld reach the-women; -
directly. State development indices have been s2er 'to be high correlated
with female literacy rates. This {5 no coincidence.  So'long as masses

of our women, stay invisible no real devélopmént is possible. So wvisibility
of the housewife one feels is a pre-condition of successful development.

In this section we . will i1y to suggest some altemative methods of measur-
ing the value of housawork under different cenditions in a micro-economic
framework. This'is only suggestive of the directions in which future work
can 'He done. No attempt is made to present an aggregate measure of the
value of housework for the country as a whole. Such an exercise can

begin only after the Lrnphcauons fm' évaluation are clear at the micro
stage. :

Value of 'hr::use_wnrk could mean either of two things. It could either stand
for the net benefits derived from household labour in & parti¢ular context.
In otheér words one tries to estimate thi consumer's surplus derived from
the services of a Housewife. Cr it could mean the shadow price of house-

hold labour. Unless chterwise stated we w:.ll stxck tc: the’ secnnd mean-
ing of the value of housawork '



TWQ KINDS OF HOUSEWORK

i) Housework With Links with the Market

In the context of our country one could broadly divide the cases into
. two. groups :. those where housework has some links with the market,
and those where it has none. One could sub-divide the first group’

into thrae hrc-ad classes : ' ) o . a

' ?'I.' ; : Gaae where the women concemed (20) has an aLtemauve market
_ outside the home for her lebour time.

2. Case' ﬁhere the women concerned has no altemative use for her

labour time but can employ snmebody at home to do the house-
work .
3 - Gase ‘where the woman concemad has no marketable -skill,

- _cannot or will not emplny anybody to do the work at home, .50
" thaf semebody else, perhaps the male(s] in the household
suhs trtute[s) for her

In these thres categories listed abpve, one can attempt o measure the
value of housework in the following manner. Tor case {1}, where the
women has a marketable skill but is still 2taying at home to do the
housewnrk , the value of this work has to be at least as high as ths
oppﬂrtumty cost of her not’ wcu'hng This would be estimated fron the

entry wage rate, wi in the labour supply functmn ‘of -similarly guali-
fied’ women 1n the market

In case (2}, the woman has no alternative use of her time. Either she

has no marketable skills, or she is not willing ar able to take up

' market—anented actwitlea ‘due to cultural factors; &r acombination of
these reasons prevmls In this case, of course, the opportunity-cost

" of the woman's time is zem The only way to try to measurs the wvalue
of services she renders is through an estimate of the value of the *
product. Since household services have no market, one way to éstimate
it would be by the amount of money one is willing to pay to a hired
person to do the job. Thus prideiof demestic: service per upit'of time,

.. Wy, could be 8 second measure.

o In' case [3] this ‘optidh is also not there. This could be due to the _
absence of a market for demestic he: P. In such a situatlon if the women



ceases to do the housework, the male of the-housghold mlght cut doewn
" on his market-work to be able to substitute for her at home .  ‘Here his
opportunity cost of not working in the market, Wi could be used as an
indicator of the value of housework.

It is clear that this is only an indication of how things can be done. In
practice, ewvery singie case may need a lot of rnodlf:.cat'l.on Forone
thing, one is-assuming here that there is. no dl.iference in the quaht}r of
the services rendered by the housewife and her E‘uhstl‘tl.ltEE ‘Ih15 is
unlikely to be the case. The social cost of substituting the services of
tha one by that of the other is a problem we are shstracting from here.
Secondly, one might argue that none of the three markets mdi.cated
ahove, namely the market for the services of the housswife i case {1},
* the market for domestic servants in case{Z) and the market for the male
workers' services in case (3}, need be competitive . Do we take the
market wages as indicators of true value in such cases? '

One can argue that if the non-competitiveness of these markets is of a
classical varigty, then thers is not much pmblem, at least ccnceptually
One simply corrects the market wage. rate b? the elasticity r.::f the demand
or supply function of labour 2z the case may be. If, for instance the
product market is monopolistic the true value of labour will be given by

W, . i B E e
(1-1-e; ).
f..-.here =1 is he elastlclt:-.r of demand curve, i =1, 2,3, 1t is only ‘when

non-compention arises due to segmentauon, as it is llkely tu I::-e for
cases (1) and (2} that the problem of evaluation becomes acu‘te " But then
there is precious little one can do to correct for this bias ExcE'.ptmg to

. hote that it exists ..

Fﬁu'uanlh,F one should note that in .case c:f large- scale changes i.n ‘the' orga—
nis atmnal patte.rns of houEEwmrk the wage rates mentmned above no

‘jonger remain ccnstant In such 51tuat10ns one has to ma]ce ad;pustrnents
fer such changes in estimating. the value Df hcausewm’k

i

syt

...;i;L:}'r' Housework With"Nr._{. Links Wifh_ i‘.l';;e'ﬁﬂa}ket” : .-_. "

In a country like India with a large"hr::un:rr;o-ne“ﬁied':sécii‘.-.:':r"'ﬂig'f;é: is likely
to be a number of households with neither one.of the three alternative
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"kinds of links_with the market specified above. The women in these
househclds may have no altemative use of their time outside the house.
Households may be too poor, ar culturally not conditioned to have
hired personnei te do the work. As a matter of fact a market for domes-
tic service may not exist in the vicinity. And the market behaviour

of males in the household may not gat affected by the availability or

" afherwise of household services. In such situations what does one
usé as a surrogate for the value of housework. |

One method that has been used by cost-benefit analysts for fixing a
value to a factor of praduction with no markets is to estimate annaali-
 sed cost of producing and maintaining it through its productive: life.

' ._ While the idea of evaluating human beings as service-yielding commaodi-

. ties might be repulsive to many, gne could argue that econemic calcu-
.latmna are an essennal mgredient in fixing the dowry or the bride

price in different communities in'this ¢ountry. In fact, a whole lot of

_ wc}rk on preclselythese lineshas been going on t¢ decide on the econc-
mic value of children’ {21). But whereas in the case of children it iz

the parents who bear the cost as well as reap the benefits of having
them, for a grown women who is given out in marriage to another family

to continue the process of soclal reproduction of labour In all its aspects,
the costsand the benefits are shared by two parties. So if not anything
else&, the parameters involved in the benefit-cost calculations will be

different. In 2ny case, th.is seems 1o be a totail&rmundane approach m
this pamcu.la.r context.

This brings one to the other altemative for undersranding the nature of
housework - i.,e., the utility calculus of the family which can be looked
upon as the basls ‘of allocation of time between altemative uses by the
family members. In general the family welfare function will be a function

of the utility levels of all the individual members of the family. Cne
would also, in general, expect consumptlon externalities to characterise
thase uullty functions, Biit we will abstract from such considerations to
concetitrate on the essential features of time allocation of women not
merely between market work and leisure as is-usually dime but more so
. between effort spent on domestic activities and leisure. For women with
_-no marketable skills obvicusly the time spent on market-oriented activi-
ties will be zero. In order t_-O' evaluate housework in 2 situation where
the household is largely insulated from the market in the sense specified
above, one has to fall back on some kind of a concept of the real labour

cost of household activities defined in terms of the marginal utility of
consumption and the marginal disutility of labour.
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For the purpose of exposition, let us take the simplest possible case of
a household of n members, equally sharing the income eamed by the

~ male member{s} and spent on a commodity bundle {Q) purchased in the
market at constant prices on the one Hand and household services, AQy)
_prcduced by the labour time of the single adult and working female.

mén Wer of the household on the other. Assume that Qp = Qz(L}. Q' > O,
Q”?_'?(ﬂ L : Household labour. Personal utility levels are functions '
of the per capita consumption levels of these two. ccmmodl.ues. i.=.

s = 9 .
Ui = ~Ui_['q_1f agl, Q= ; Ly = 1.2

1f one assumes that the income earned by i:he family in the niarket' is
givern, the disutility of labour spent on markét-oriented’ actwities is
also constant and family welfare, can be written as function of the
utility levals of the individoal members and the dlsutr.ll.ty of labour
incurred by the-female in rendering the hnusehol.d seryices. Galiing this
affine transfermation of the family welfare funcncn W, and assummg that .
lﬂdl’Vl.dLlal utilities are addluve and identical, nne can wnte

W o= nt (-, S s
Where ViL) is the disutility of lacoar involved if household activities.
Making tl;x;a usﬁa;l reguléu’.ty assumpﬁons;on the funcﬁon's_:',-'__i.."e:.f -
Wy 0, u'£0, VI 0, V'iso0
“the first nrcji.er éanﬂition- of welfare maximisation is g_ivg_'ﬂ by T
QW oegigh s mcw
Thus the real labour cost {RLC) turns nu,;; to be the h'n@:§iné_l' disutility

of labour incurred in household work per unit of the marginal utility of
consumption of a unit of these services.. o h

Given the usual curvatures of the functicns mvolved it is ééi"s;ﬂr to see
that V'{L) is rising and U'{g{l)) is 2 declining functmn of I [Flg 1)
which-makes RLC a- r.:.learl:.r rising function ﬂi L.



b2 -

- FIGURE 1

| This has to equal the ma

- rginal preductivity of labour spent on houze-
hold activities

1 equilibrium, zg is shown in the following .d_iagram.

RLC (L)

 TIGURE 2
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It is quite ¢lear that, ceteris Paripus a marginal disutility of labour
curve which is uniformly lower in ope situation as compared to
another will shift the RLG schedule dewnwards (Fig. 2), generate a
higher equiiibrium value for [abour time spent on household activi-
ties, and given the same marginal productivity schedule, a larger
quantum of household services. A uniformly higher marginal utility
schedule, given other things, will generate similar effects cn labour
time disposition. Thus in househclds where there is a high preference
for household services predictably leads to a higher denmand for the
time spent in such services just as a low valuation by the women of -
her own leisure leads to a higher workload for her. In families where
‘the'intra-family distribution of-all commedities including household
services is skewdd against the women, again the equilibriom L% will
be higher than otherwise, for if the woman's utility lewvel is still made
to depend on her own censumption alone, the effect, in terms of our
diagrams, will be like pushing the per capita consumption -schedule

in Fig. (1 a} downwards, thereby generating an upward shift in the
U'(L) schedule, or a downward shift in the RLO schedule in Fig. 2.

It is also clear that in sach of these comparative static situa Hons,
the exact magnitude of change in both the labour time as well as the
real labour cost will depend on the relative elasticities of the various
functions involved in the relevant ranges. If the marginal disutility
of labour is a steeply rising curve, and/or the marginal utility of
consumption of household services is fairly inelastic, it is likely
that any incremental shift in the curves will induce only a smali o
change in the labour time allocation and a relatively large change in
the real labour cost. :

In all of these situations, however, the problem of evaluating the

real labour cost of time spent on household services still remains.

In an altristic situation where every member of the family ig concerned
with the welfare of all the others, Sen (22} has shown that under some
conditions real labour cost of effort spent on non-market work can be
shown to be equal to the sapply price of labour. Qtherwise; in
general, RLC > B5PL. If in this case one assumes that the two are
equal, then the guestion boils down to evaluating a unit of labour
spent by the woman in household activities. Since here the ocutput
concerned is household services, one is back at the problem of
evaluating that at market prices, or getting the cost of a unit of do-
mestic service, which in principle could be different from the supply
price of labour in the market. But given a low marginal utility of
consumption, the supply price of labour within the household is likely
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to be lower than the ruling market wage rate for un-skilled labour,
Thus in the case ¢f poor households insulated from the market, the
market wage rate for unskilled female labour could give an upper
bcund_for the pric:e of hnuseheld labour.

It can thus be argued that although real la.b-::ur ccst of housghold
effort cantot be measured, it can be assumed to be equal to the
supply price of labour under specific kinds of consumption externali-
ties.  Since within the household the supply price. of labour is likely
to be lcwer than it is outside in the market, real labour cost of house-
hold labour is likely to be bounded above by the going price of female
labour in the market. To the extent thers exisis a wedge between the
real labour cost and the supply price of labour, any links between the
fcmner with the going market wage rate might become blurred.

Thus, shert of eaﬁmating' the parameters of the family's welfare
function, the best one seems to be able to do in this situation is to
fix bounds withm which the value of household labour is likely to
“he. WhllE this.is not mugh of an advance, one believes that sorting
out the analytical problems involved in the area will help clarify
l.EE'L'lES and generate.ideas for more fruitful analysis in futur&
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FOOTNOIES

Adam Smith, 'An Inquiry into the Nature and Gauses of the
Wealth of Nations', Modern Library Editicn, 193? See zalso
Karl Marx . 'Capital’, Uc.l I, Pa_rt I. T

'The Word Value', Smith writes “has two different meanings
and sometimes expresses the utlllt}?' of some parucular f:rbjer.:t

‘and scamenmES tha power of purchasing other goods whmh the

possassion of that object conveys. The one may be- called

- “yalue in use", the other value in exchange". The things

that have the greatest value in use have f_requemly little or
no value in exchange; and on the contrary, those that have
the greatest value in exchange, have frequently little or no
value in use. MNothing is more useful than water - but it wili
purchase scarce anything; scarce anything can be had in -
exchange for it. A diamond, on the contrary, has scarce any
value in use; but.a -very great quantity of other goods may
frequently be had in exchange forit'. GCf. Smith; op.cit.;

‘P.258. “The utility of a thing makes it a use—value”, writes

Marx in Capital, Vol. I, PartI, Ch. 1, p.2. Then aqain,
'Labour too possesses the same two-Iold nature', op. ¢it.,

which , of course, provides the foundation of Marxian econo—
mics.

See for instance, 'Macro-economics' by J. Lindauer, John
Wiltley & Sons. 1970, p.26.

For a lucid discussion of the issues invelved in the analysis

of public goods and externalities, see E. Malinvaud,

'‘Lectures on Micro~economic Theory', North Holland, 1972.

For cost-benefit analysis, a large number of texts are available.
See E,], Mishan, 'Elements of Cost Benefit Analysis', George |
Allen and Unwin, 1977, or Guidelines for Project Evaluation,
United Nations, 1972.

Fredrick Engels, 'The Crigin of the Family, Private Property
and ‘the State', first published in 1884. Cf., for instance;

the foliowing passage; 'According to the mother right, that is,
as long as descent was reckoned solely through the female
line, and according to the original custom of inheritance in the
gens, it was the gentle relatives that at first inherited from the
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deceased member of the gens. The property had to remain within
the gens. As wealth increased, it ¢reated a stimulus to over-throw
the traditional crder of inheritance in favour of the children.

But this was :impossa.hle as leng as descent according to mother
right prevalled This had, therefore, to be overthrown, and it

'was pverthrown. The overthfow of the mother right was the world-

historic defzat of the female sex'. Of. pp.487-5, Selected works
of Karl Marx and Frederick Engels , Frogress Publishere, 1970 . Also
see Karen Sacks, 'Engels Revisited : Women, the Organisation of

- Pmductmn and Private Pmperty . in Rayna R. Reiter (ed), 'Towards
an Enthmpology of women', 1875,

For a survey of this and related issues, See Naomi Quinn,'Anthro-

pological studies on Women’s Status' in the annual Review of
Anthropology, Vol:6,1977, edited by Bemard J.5iegel et. al. Alzso
" Reiter, op.cit. i

Elizabeth Reid, "Women at a Standstill: The Need for Radical

;.L_ Change', Intemational Labour Review, 1975

;QLJinn, op.cit.

1.K.Galbraith., 'Economics and the Public Purpose’. - Vikas 1974,
Especially chapters 4 and 23. For an interesting analytical variant
of this line of arguments, refer to the fast expanding literature on
a branch of consumer demand theory known as the 'new household
economics'. Here market goods are dlstlngulshed from commodltles .
{200ds are transfc:rmed into commedities when the househeld's
{nnn~market] time endowment s combined with them - almost in an
actwlty analz.rslé sense - and it is cmly commaditles that entar the

© family' 5 utility function. For an early ex;:-omtlc:n of this line of

c ﬂmught in economics, see Gar 5. Becker, ' & Theory of Alocation

10.

_cf‘t_l.me Economic Journal, 1965, andK__Lank:arter 'Consumer
- Demand", Golumbla University Press, 1972, See alsc A.B.Atkinson

and N.H.Stern, ‘On Labour Supply and Gommobdity Demands®,

_ ~ Chapter 10 in 'The Thecry and Measurement of Consumer Behaviour :
T Essa}rs“in hnnour of Sir Richard Stone edlted by Angus Deaton

Gambndge Umversity Press . 1531

Cf. “The Hindu Woman', by’ Margaret Gormock , Asia Publishing
House, 1861, especlally chapter 8 on” Motherhood, "Also A. A5,
Altekar. 'The Position of Women in Hindu GlVlllSEtl-Gl‘l From

- 'Pre~H15tonc T:.mes bo - the Present Day . Moulal Eanarsxdas\*lE?S
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Galbraith, t:;-;:r.n:'.itf . Sections 3 and 4.

- Ester Boserup, '"Women's Role in Economlc: Development,1970. Also
. .Maria Mies, ' The Social Crigins of Sexual Divisicn of Labour’,

Institute of Somai Studies , The Hague, Occasional Papers Ne . 85

Jan.1981. Lourdes Beneria, 'Reproduction, Pmduchon and the

Sexual Division of Labour, Gamhndge }'aumai of Ec:onomxcs Mol 3,
Sept, 1979,

I

_ See fcr mstance the papers by M.D, Ke-,rserlmg and N.Seear

on the Economic status of Women in. the United States and the

United Kingdom respactively, in the American Econbmic Review,
May 1876.

_ wagna Mukhngadhgaza, Women and Work Eome pertinent

Issués'. Note presented to the First' Nauonal Gonference of
Women in Bombay, April,1981.

Colin Clark., 'The’ Econcmms of Housework‘ Bulletm af the
Oxford University Institute of Statistics, May 1958, A,H.
Shamsuddin, ' The value of Housewives Activities in the U.5.'.
in Economics and Business Bulletin, Philadelphia, Summer 1568.

- I.E.Galbraith, o.p. cit. p.33.

For a sample of the types of questmns ‘heing analysed by the
Chicago School Economists, see the various papers in T.W.Schultz
(ed), ‘Economics of the Family : Marriage , Children and Human

 Capital', Umv&rmty of Chicago Press,,. 19?3

' 1'9?1' Census flqur95 In the 1931 Gensus altemative definitions

of a 'worker' have been used to capture the magnhitude of marginal
and secondary workers as well. The results are not yet available.

For an eloquent discussion of the- problem see the introductory

chapter in 'Status of Women : El-ufts in Qeceupational Participation,
1961-1971" by Ashok Mitra, Lalit P. Pathak and Shekar Mukherji.

_Eee Ashok MLtra et.al. in ‘The Status of"'-"u"omen : Bhifts in

Occupantional Participation, 1961-71" an, IGSSR/TNU project

on Population Change Series No.9. Alsc note their discussion
on how effort spent on market-oriented but bagically home-based
activities get neglected as productive work

Report of the Task Force on Pm]ectlcrns of Mlmmum Needs and
Effective Consumption Demand Perspez:twe Planning Division,



20,

21.

22,

18

Planning Commission, Government of India, January 1879. The
Committee estimated the autritional requirsments and consumption
demands of various categories of people below and above the
poverty line in rural and urban India, using a lineer expenditure
system. The final consumption demand thus obtained was to be
fed into the inter-industry model to arrive at the gross output
levels needed to sustaln it.

Qr any person of persons doing the housawork . For the purpose
of illustration we assume it is the women. of the house. What
follows is independent of the sex of the person concemed.

See for instance, ' the Progceedings of the symposium on household
economics', Manila, 1977, M.Valssoff. 'Labour Demand and
Econemics utility of chilren: A Case Study in Rural India’,
Population studies, 32, No.2, Nov.1979. Mead Cain,'Risk and
Fertility in India, and Bangladesh. Population and Development
Review, Vol7, No.3, Sept. 1981,

Amartya Sen K, 'Peasants and Dualism with or without surplus

labour'. Journal of Political Economy. Vol . LiodOv, 1866, Also

Amartya Sen, Employment, Technology and Development, Oxtford
University Press, 1975. -
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In the recent literature on development there is an increasing re—
cognition of the inter-relationship between the role of womern in society
and rural development. There are several aspects of these inter-relation-
ships. Participation of women in economic activity is much more than
what is evident from the statistics on labour force and economic activity.
Wider recognition and involvement of women in the decision-making
Pfocesses associated with such women-intensive activities as dairying
and household industries would contribute to better development planning.
The success of programmes pertaining to health, nutrition, childcare and
family planning is also seen to depend upon the involvement of women in
the decision making processes. The need for recognizing the role of wo-
men in rural development programmes is even greater in situations in
which a significant proportion of women happen to be heads of households.
There is very little knowledge even on the significance of households fn
which females are heads;/there is even less knowledge on the associa-
tion between poverty and households in which females are heads. With
reference to the first aspect, the gap can easily be filled by tabulating
the census data by the sex of the head of the household. Such a retabula-
tion could generate a country-wide picture for the various regions and

/ sub-regions on the significance of female heads of householdd. / It will

then be possible to examine how the socio-economic characteristics of
such households differ from others. The second aspect, i.e.association
between the significance of female heads of households and rural poverty,
could be examined by retabulating the availaple data in studies on rural -
poverty by sex of the head of the household. The object of this note is
limited. It is to illustrate the relevance of the sex of the head of the

household to studies O rurai poverty.\_ E
- E
.-v'”

Description of the Area of Study and the Data Base

The data for this illustrative exercise for examining the significance
of the female heads of households and of the association between rural
pPoverty and the proportion of female heads of households are drawn from

—.—_——.—._..__—._._.-.—-.-—-—.—-_—__—-—_-__——.-.--_——.—.._-_—.—_.._.-__—.—.—.-..._--————.-._-_—-——
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the household survey of Kotauratla Panchayat Samithi, Vizag district. The
survey was conducted under the supervision of Agro Economic Research
“Centre, Andhra University, Waltair in 1980. The survey covered all house-
‘holds in the block and was intended to meet the data requirement, for pre-
paration of block plans under the Integrated Rural Development Programmes.
The Samithi was a former Zamindari area. : .

Major percentage of area is dry, and the wet land is covered main-
ly by smail tanks whose average ayacui is no more than 40-acres., Pro-
portions of landless labour are high for a dry area. The incidence of po-
verty, as seen from the income data is guits high; B88 percent with a
poverty norm of Rs, 700/~ per capita and 50 percent with a poverty norm
of Rs.350/~ per capita. : N T

The primary tabulation of the data for all the households is avail-
able by'three main variables, viz. Income , Caste and Occupation. The
data in primary tabulation sheets. included the name of the head of the

household. Sex was not recorded in the primary tabulation sheets. But

“it was possible to identify the sex-of the head of the households. -8ince
the analysis in this note is done.on the basis of the data available in the
primary tabulation sheets {the schedules were returned to the block autho-
rities) it had to be restricted only to.a few variables, viz., income,caste,
o;cugation and preferences mainly for the purpose of illustrating how &na-
13'{2;5 by the sex 'of'the head of the household is meaningfu! in rural poverty
siudies - el )

Female head's a_nﬁ Rural Pcv'erty

. The esi,grrificanc'e of households with female heads in different in-
come groups:is-shown below: - .. : : - :

Households with female heads in different per capita inéome groups
in Kotaurtala Block

Category _ Less than™ Rs,175 - Aboive

e _Rs,175/- Re.700. - Rs.700/- All

- Households with © - 510 2657 327 .-13494.
Female heads - {14.50) (76.04) ( 9.36) (100, 00)
F_tES‘F o L ';2335 | 18671 3009 - zém's,.:’
e | {9:73_3_]_ _{?a-.sm {12.07) (100.00)

Total * . . 2845 . 2232.8 2336 .. | 28508 N

{ 5.98) 78.32) (11.70) - -{100.00)



' . The bottom per'capita income group,:i.e. less than Rs. 175/~ re-
presents the "pocrest of the poor’, while the above Rs. 700/~ p&r capita
income group represénts those above the specified pcverty norm GLRE 700/-
per capita. The percentadge of the ‘pocrest of the poor’. {Antsrodaya} hnuse—
hoids in the group of househeolds with female heads is significantly higher
than the corresponding percentage among the rest of the -households.. A@d
the percentage of households above the poverty norm are significantly
lower aniong households in the above poverty norm group. These {acts
signify that the group of househelds with :female heads have some distinct
characteristics-which have relevance to the understandmg aof the nature
and d.unensions nf rural pmrert? : :

~ The guentitative significance of households :&_rij:h.fem_ale,s. as heads
in each income grcnup is shown below:

Slgﬁifmanc:e of households w:.th female heads in each per. capmta -
: income group hn %}

Category ___~ —Tess Gan Rs.175 _Rs_..ﬂ.l.?S—.'z'Dﬂ bove R 700
Hnu'seht:l;:ls"a;;itﬁ. | - . . e .. -
Female heads _ ' 17.93 : S 1x.8G- 8574
Rest . sso7 -  88.10.. . 90.26
Total 100.00  106.00 100.00

g A distinct pattern is cbservable as we examine the trends in the
percentage with changes in per.capitaincomes. Househplds with female
heads from a higher proportion in the poorest of the pgor group- as compa-
red to other income groups,

Caste-wise distribution and Female head.'.s nf. Househ-:::-lds

The- sigmflcance of fémale heads of households in the tcatal has
both economic and sucmloglcal connotations . Among the landed families
the propertion of joint families itn which widowed mothers stay with mar-
ried.children i5 larger than among landless families. Insofar as the-
propertions of landless are distinctly larger among Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes the economic and sociological facters converge and.a
higher proportion of female heads could be expected among these caste-
groups. Similarly, & custom is found to permit easy divorces among lewer
caste group as compared to upper castes. One could expect higher gropor-
tion of female heads of households among lower caste groups.



Distribution of heads of households within each caste group

Female heads SC 8T EC FC _Total
Female heads ... 614 53 2211 610 3494
{14.62) {10.52) (11.68) (12.77) . {13.90)

Rest 3584 502 16763 4166 25015
: . (85.88)  (9.48) (88.35) (87.23) (76.10)

Total " 4198 561 18974 4776 28509
o ~{100.00) " "(100.00) (100.00) (100.00} “{100.00)

. Female heads of households as a proportion of the total are the

- highest among the scheduled castes. But the proportions do not show any
.order of relationship with caste, hierarchy. The proportions among for-
ward castes are in fact I'ugher than among backward castes. Other cha-
racteristics of the household such as occupation, widowhood, possession
-of land etc., should be expected to have a greater association with the

" significance of the female. heads than caste, These could not be exa-
mined from the data available in the primary tabulation sheets. The dis-
tribution of female heads within each caste by income groups is exanlned
_for studying vanatians m the distribution by caste.

Distributicn of Pemale Heads of households by Caste and Income Groups

~Caste/Income Group  Rs.0-175 Rs,175-700 AboveRs.700 . Total

sC ... ... .. .t . 486 . 18 . .84
o {17.28) . (79.80) (2.84)  (100.00)
ST 3 51 5 59

(5.08) . {86.44). (6.48) (100.00)

BG . 283 1696 232 2211
(22.80) . (76.70) (10.50) . {100.00).

FCLT 0 me T a0 L 72 610
: - {19.34) .. (88.85) . (11.81). .{100.00)

Total Households 510 2657 327 3494
with female heads {14.50} (76.04) - (8.38)  (100.00)

A1l households in- -
cluding male hsads (9,98 (78,32) (11.70)  (100.00)




The distribution of female heads of holuseholds by income groups
" within each caste group shows that both among the scheduled castes and
forward communities the percentages of the poorest of the poor are far.
higher than for others. The apparent similarities between scheduled Ca-
stes and forward communities in respect of hlgher proportions- arnong the
poorest of the poéor can be explained only by & deeper probe into cther
socio ECG’I‘]OI’HLC charactenstlcs of the female heads.

Female heads r.::f households and the tatal heads: Peraentage distributicn
.. by Ingcome Gr‘cups within €ach caste

Below Rs. 175 ° Ra.175-700 Abhove Rs.700 Total

SC Female Heads _ 1? 25 79.80 2.94  100.00
- Total 9.4 85.17 5.69 100.00
ST Female Heads =~ '~ 5.08 -86.44 ~  8.48 '~ °100.00
Total '_ o 4.81 -7 7 85,92 0 gi27' St 100.00

BG Female Heads = 12.80  76.70 © 12050 100.00
Total 9.79 . 78.95 ° 11.26° 7 100.00

FG Female Heads - ~ 19.34 ¢8.85° ~© 1.8 " 100,00
Total 12,04 69.00  IB.S6°7 % 100.00

In every-caste group the percentage of the pOorest. r:uf the pocr form
a hlgher proportion among the female heads of houscholds &8 compared to
the corresponding percentages to the total. Bimilarly, the percentage of
households above the poverty norm is lower amr::ng the female heads ex-
cept among the backward communities.

QOccupational Pattern - Female heads and Gthers

FEmale heads of households belonging to the poarest of the pc:cr
group (below Rs,175/-) are picked up for analysis of the occupational
structure. The occupational structure of this group is compared with the
correspc-ndmg occupational structure of 21! households in the poorest of
the poor group and also total households belonging to ail income groups.



©

Cccupational Pattern
I[Female heads in the poorest of the poor group, all heads in the pocrest
: of the poor group and total heads)

As;.rrl, Non-Ag. Margi— Small Large ‘ _
. labour labour nal Far-  Far- Others Total

farmers mers  mMers

Poorest of the pssr: _ i : o '
Female heads 47.85 2.80 15.49 3.3} - 23.53 100.00

Al Heads . 31,28 4.75. 24.78 11.78 1.40 26.01 100.00
Total households o : o ) )
in all income  29.77 5.56 16,07 16.08 12.71 18.81 100.00

groups

X .- Among households with females as heads, dependence on. wage-
‘paid labour is substantial as compared to.all households in the same in-
‘come group. The differences are far more in comparison with_to.tal_house—
holds in all income groups. Cprrespondingly, the proportion of cultivators
.is far less among female heads. as compared to the male heads in the same
income group and all income g'rc:ups.

_ > Thus, the female heads are seen to belong te a much more margi-
. nalised section in the rural areas even among the poorest of the poer.

Preferences of the Female heads of Households

As part of the socio-economic survey which was intended to pro-
viding the-data base for integrated rural development the preferences of
&ach of the-héad of the household among alternative programmes of deve-
lopment are elicited. While preferences expressed have several limita—

tions as basis for planning.. they provide an 1mpsrtant set of data for
assessing t":s plsnnmg nssds :

PrsfsranEs sf Fsmsls I-Isads of ‘Households: posrsst cf ths poor . |

.and All
Poorest:of -~ .:Land. - QL Wark- Shssnf — No
the poor - "Devt. Wells. Eng. cattle Dalry Goatg/: Trade Mlsc. Need
- female heads : with Pigs '

.- P;sorsst of th:s y
poor - ' | |
: _Female_heads 0.58 1.76 0.19 2.1§ 56.08 8.63 10.9.3 3_.14 e o8
AL hoads $30 . 307 0,84 1.90 SA5516.75 §.02 485 606
Lilhousehslds ' S S 40

in all income 3.96 4,32 1.53 1661 43.41 11.22 £.73 K96  5.2%
groups
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Even among households belonging to all income groups,the majo-
rity -of households opt for cattle based programmes, mainly dairying, sheep,
goat and pigs, This pattern of preferences becomes meaningful when jud-
Jed against the large proportions of landless and marginal farmers., The
prospects of a ground water development are relatively poor and the costs
of well irrigation are quite high ranging very often arcund R, 30, D[‘.lﬁ,r’ for
a well with # ayacut of less than 2 hectares. Among thé podrést of the
poor the preferences for land-based nccupations are even less.,  Within
this group, a much smaller proportion opt for land-based developmental
programmes ameng the female heads of the houssholds. The proportions
opting for cattle based occupations are understandably larger among the
poorest of the poor as compared to other greups since among these groups
"the landlese form a much higher proportion. The preferences recorded
among households with female heads in the poorest of the poor group are
comparable to those in the same group with male heads. However, a larger
proportion. as compared to male heads is seen against petty trade. Among
vagetable vendors and petty traders females form a larger proportion. The
more significant difference in the preferences recorded is under 'no nead'.
One gixth of the femals heads of households racord "ho need', as against
less than one sixtzenth among all heads in the poorest of poor group and
around one twentieth among all. The proportion among female heads neads
t2 be interpreted with caution. It implies the dgredter lack of involvement
of female decision makers in development programmes, and also a larger
proportion among those who cannot take advantage of development pro-
grammes. A detailed analysis of the socio-economic characters is needed
for classifying the nature of the preblem.

summary and Conclusions

The object of this note is to illustrate the need for quantitative
analysis of the socio—economic characteristics of female heads of house-
holds, This ilustrative exercise shows that around or-in eight heads of
households, there is a female. Among femaie heads the proportions of -
poorest of poor are higher than the corresponding proportions for others.
This is true of all caste-groups. The poorest of the poor among female
heads form relatively higher proportions both among forward communities

and scheduled castes. The occupational pattern of the poorest of the poor
households in comparison with other groups shows there are more margi-
nalisad groups among such households. They are also marglnalised in. a
different sense also. Many are so inadequately inveolved with decision
making bodies in development prcgrammes that a significantly higher pro-
portion among this group expresses 'no neead' dE:spite a hlgher propartion
of the poorest. The data constraints in primary tabulation sheets did not
permit an analysis in depth of the socio-aconomic characteristics of fe-
male heads. However, the data analysed are adequate to show that female
heads forin a zignificant and distinet category calling for separate ana-
lysis of the avai]able data in national census.
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The parti¢ipation of women in labgur force has been universally recog-
nised fo be an important element in the adoption of the small family
nerm, essential for the achievement of the twin goals of economic
deveiopment and population planning. Such a recognition, hiowewver,
presupposes not only the existance of a strong conflict hetween the
economic employment of women and child rearing but also an even
stronger assogiation between female employment and their status. &As
such, enhancing the participation of women in thé economic activity
of the nation and thereby improving their status is seen net only as a
possible means of reducing birth rates, but as a clear goal in itself,
regardless of its demographic coﬂsequences

Until recently, in India a5 in many other develaoping counitries, the
role of women Iln the economic activity of the nation was totally
ignored. In fact, the presccupation with specific patterns of eco-
nomic development often resulted in the relative neglect of women's
needs and the process of development itself often had some serdous
negative repercussions on the status of women thus worsening, rather
than improving, their conditicn. The recommendstions of the United
Nations Werld Conference { Mexico, 1975) to declare 1975-85 as
the Intematicnal Women's Decade and to initiate plans for ralsing
the states of women and for ensuring their full involvement and
integration in the process of development at all levels, helped at
last to focus attention on the problems specific to women such as
the steadily declining trend of their participation-in the work-force
in India,

Delailed analysis of available recent data on employment in India
points to the fact that there has been a drastic reduction in the

number of women workers as well as in their work paticipation rates.
According to the Census of India, which is one of the most important
sources of employment data, the work-force participation rate for the
female dropped from 28% in 1561 to 14.2% in 1971 which climbed
 back upto 21% in 1981, These rates suggest that the participation of
women in gainfui econotnic activity outside the household has been
declining steadily over time. Although the participation rate of the
male has alsc been on the decline, this is mainly due to the fact that
the male population has been growing faster than the rate of their _
absorption in the labour-force. The reasons for the decline in female
work participation rates are somewhat different. It is believed that the
main element responsible for worsening of the employment situation for
the female is the sex substitution.in the work-force as a whole

{( Adviscry Committee on Women's Studies , ICSSR{1877}; Mitra {1975 }



and this has mtenSLfmd concerm about the status of women in Indian
samety.

-‘Dne obvious hypathesm whlch may be set up to explain the alleged
frend of displacement of the femals by the male is that economic
change .in India might have caused the technological and occupational
structure of the economy te have undergonea a transformation biased in
fawvour of the male such that there has been a smaller expansion of the
sactors where female workers predominate, 3Such a negative influence
may be hypothesized to be due to the existence of soiie sort ‘of sax-
specific rigidity with respect to employment generation inherent in
the progess. 4 second hypothesis is that the Indian economic scene
featured by growing unemployment and sluggish growth of income puor
head fails to provide sufficient opportunity or incentive to attract

- many cf the potential workers, most of them female, into the work-
force. In such a situation, women may often be considered as refrain-
ing from joining the weork-force voluntarily. Such withdrawal of women
naturaily cavses the composition of the labour-force to be tilted in
favour of the male. 1It, therefore, follows that economic expansion
thraugh appropriate technologies could generate sufiicient employment
of the right type to absorb these potential { female) members of the -
tabour-force and thus improve the share of the female in the work-
force of the nation ‘significantly. The difference between these twop
hypotheses is that in the first there is a case of degeneration of
occupabtions spedific to women with economic change, while in the

- second, it is the substitution begtween the two sexes which Ls associated
with the changes in female work participation rates. Yet another factor
which might explain the changes in the participation rates of the female
is the sex ratic of the population. A fall in the work participation

rate of women might be ESSGCLEtEd Wl.th a rise in their propmrtinn in
wotal populanon. :

In prder to test these hypotheses and to measure the relative strength
of these individual factors in influencing female participaton a
districtwise decomposition analysis is attempted on a few states

of India in the next section. In view of data available, the states

of Haryana, Maharashtra, Punjab, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal durmg
1861-1981 have been selected for this purpose.

I
In this section an analysxs is attempted of the factors underlying

the change in female work participation rates and nf the relatwe
strength of their mfluenc:es- v



It has been shown earlier that according to various hypotheses, female
participation ( Wf,/Pf ) may be dete:rmined by any of the three following
factors : (1) female share in total work forde (Wjﬁﬂ “{2) the level
of Employment in the economy [ W/P) and (3) the proporuon of female
in the population (PffP] However, it'is hypothesized here that-all
these three factors exert their influence simultanéously on female work
participation rates, Therefore, using an identity it may be showr that

Yr o= Xp.0% 17 E{a;
and Yy = [Kl.é'}-1xz.zj_-li_{3,-2{
and differencing_pve-r the census years, we have

2.1

+5Xg Xy Ko ) (AKX S Xy Xy T

AX) BXy Ky + SXy DXy X)) FAX) AXAKg)
%ere . | | | |
Yl = Pérticipﬂtioﬁ ratic for the female.at .tlfﬁ.e ! 1
Yz = participation ratio for the female at time '2°
X, , = Female/Male Ratio in work force at time 1" ",
X,y = Temale/Male _Réric. in work force at time'2"
Xp 1 = .Tt:atél wbrkérs)’Io_ﬁL Population _at_'tih_n_a' SO
X5 o = Total workers/Total Pc:ppxlatinn. at ime  °2'
X3.1 = . Inverse of Female Pcrpulatiq_nﬂotal_ Population at time "1’
¥ _ .In;..rerse of Female Fo p'ulai:.ioﬁ}f*]:.éj_t:alﬂ P:.rpl_‘...lj'..a‘t_i;:ln: at tlme‘Z'

Loy
‘m
I}
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According to the above expression the change in female participation
ra;‘tiic-‘can be decomposed inte the three compenents on the right hand
s:ﬁa Af) the effects of change in the ratio of female to total workers,
: cgther things remaining the same : an.index of sex- -substitition in
work—force, caljed Displacement Effect: (ii) effect of change in the

. employment level within the economy - an index of economic activity,
cailed Employment Effect, and {iii) the effect of change in the sex-
ratio in the population, called Demographic Effect, The rest

denotes inter-actions among the three factors.

The ahove models has been applied to analyse the contribution of
the three factors to the change in women's participation in the
iabour~force for the states of Haryana, Maharashira, Punjak, Tamil
Wady and West Bengal and 65 districts belonging to these states
during.-1361-81*, The state and district-level data have been taken
from the Census of India, 1961, 15971 and 1881. The resuits have
been given in the Appendl.x

- . The decomposition has been carried out for three time intervals :
1861-71, 1971-81 and 1961-81. It would appear that by -and large

. for most of the districts female work-force participation rates (WER)
declined during 1861-71. The rates, however, have shown an
increase in most cases durmg the decade 1971-81, bat the extent

.of the increase has not been ennugh to make up for the decline in the
first decade and as a result the rates during the owverall pericd 1%61-
81 still reqgister a fall. ©Of course, part of the measured decline in
WPR duaring, 1961-71 can.- he attributed to the differences in the census
definition. of work- fnrce and for that matter, the cc:mpansc:n betwesn
1861 and 1921 would be more meamngful

It would appear from r.he results that the rejative magnitudes nf the
three effects - diﬁplacemen‘t employment and demegraphic, have
been remarkably similar for the three time periods for the states and
. districts studied. This implies that the forces operating within
_._;__the society and the econom y are remarkably stable irrespective of

.. .the direction in which the WFR moves. The same factor which
causes. a decline in. this, ratic would also be intrumental in leading

- to its. increase. This study shows that of the three factors mentioned,
the :lmplacernent of the femaie by the male in total work -force is by

—— ——— —-—--—-—-r-—-——-—---—-—--—-l-—— e B e S e — ————— ——— —.._.n.-._'__.__.

* Five dxstm:ts have been umm;tted because of mconmstenmes in -
data.



far the most dominant over time and space in India. The second
meost {mportant factor is the ecnnornic: factor, that iz, the level

- of employment while the demographic factor piays only a marginal
rot& in detenmnmg the WPR. However, variations dc exist as for
instance, in Maharashtra where employment effects are ds strong
435 and cften stronger than displacement Effect Meoreowver, there
15 a sizeable contributicn by rhe Lnteractmn among these’ fac:tc:rs
.which is not discussed here.,-

To - illustrate the pattern of the thres main factors determining the
changes that have taken place in WPR only the results fér the
1961-81 period are briefly discusséd here, During this period the
displacement effect has been most pronounced in the states of -
Haryana and Punjab where about 90% of the decline in WPR- is due
to this factor alone, while the corresponding fl.gure for Mszharashtra ,
Tamil Nadua and West Bengal are, respectively; 58%, §1% and 68%.
In more than half of the districts covered the substitution of femaje
by male in the work-force bas accounted for more than 60% of the
net decline in WPR, The districts in Maharshtra seem to present |
somewhat diferent picture. In 18 out of 26 districts in the state
the contribution of the employment effect is stronger than the
displacement effect. Howaever,the difference between the'twg
effects is stil] not much and male-female subsntutmn does rEmr:-un
8 dominant factor.

The employment effer:t loses its importance to a great degree in
the districts of Haryana where it ranges from 2 [% - 43%, In
Punjab it is practically insignificant in all districts except one,
In West Bengal and Tamil Nadu there is significant variation in
the impact of the employment effect and it clearly remams the
second rn:::st im portant factor in determining WPR.

The results also suggest that changmg ‘sex-ratio in population has
not-had mich influence upon WPR., During 1961-81 there has been
some increase in the number of female per 1000 male which accaounts
for a wegligible proportion of the decline in WFR. Theregional
variation, however, suggests that at the state-level the contributian
varies from zerc in Haryana and Maharashtia to 3.8 in West
“Bengal. In the state of Tamil Nadu where sex-ratio in 1961-81
resistered & fall in the number of femaie per 1000 male; the net
effect' being a marginal favourable contribution to WPR,

It thus appears that Ior most of the districts coverad in the study,



the net decline in WPR during 1561-81 has been accompanied

by a fall ifi all the three factors : sex-speciflc role for the
female in the work-force, the level of empioyment generation

and the proportion of women in population. The analysis seems
to support the point often made that it is the increasing displace-
ment of the female by the male which is mostly résponsible for.
the decline in female labour-force participation. ‘However, its
importance varies from place to place and economic and deme-
graphic factors also are not entirely negligible everywhere in .
‘the country, '

‘The analysis in the preceding section, insofaras it does not
discuss the effect of the interaction among the social, econo-

" mic and demographic factors, might not be entirely accurate. .
The interactions are important and they must also be taken into
acoount: In this section an attempt is made at a brief exami- .
nation of the-interaction between the female share in total

" employment and the [evél of employment.in the economy. The
hypothests is that in an economy characterised by increasing
unemployment and sluggish rate of growth there would be
réad}usﬁnenf in male-female participation in. econcmic activity,
“where the male would take over more and more of the erstwhile

‘female ocecupations cutside the home and send the female hack
to the househeold activity. An obverse of this hypothesis is that
economic expansion, especially at higher levels, would atiract
more and more of the potential female members of the labour
force and would thus tilt the composition of employment 5o that
their share increases. The opposite is likely to happen during'
aconomic stagnation. .

Thizs hypothezis is tested hers using a linear relationship postu-
lated between the two variables, Y and X, representing female
share in employment and the ratio of workers to total population
respactively. The following equation is fitted to cross-section
district data for Haryana, Maharashtra, Punjab and West Bengal :

AY = a+bh M X

where <~ represents difference between 19651 and 1871 censuses



in the values cfXand¥. The results of thzs estunatmn prEsentad
in Table 1 below show that there is a strong and. pcs1tive relancm-
ship between female share in employment and the level of empluy-
ment in the economy.. In other words, the hlgher the gmwth of the
economy and the corresponding growth in employment, the stronger
becomes the position of the female in the total work-force.. The
female seems to be relatively more vulnerable to. the adverae '
affects of the lack of economic development.

IV

To sum up, the analysis based upon census data suggests that in
India during the last two decades the female have lest ground. to
the male in work-force participation. The mast important factor
contributing to this has been their displacement in the total wcrkv
force by the male. The second most important facter, has of .
course been a slow rate of growth for the sconomy which has tended
- to dissuade potential female workers out of the work - force -The
male-female ratio in the overall population has also gone agalnst
the female worker, though marginally.. Development policy.and
choice of technologies to accompany thiz development should have
to consider the sccial dimension of the probiem reflected in the
shrinking role assigned to the female in economic actwtt? as much’
as the problem of pure employment generation .



Iable I

Relationship between female share in Employment and level of
Employment : Haryana, Maharashtra, Punjab and West Bengal

(1961-71)

Dependént Variable : Female share in Total

States Gnnftant __(independent variabig)
Haryana 4.40 - 2.24

{13.22)
Maharashira ' 3.69 ' 1.29

{ 2.34}
FPunjab 1.04 2.24

{ 7.20)
West Bengal 0.80 1.12

(11.23)

Figures in parentheses dencte t-values,
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APEENDIX

Expianation of Change in Female Particlpation Ratio

State/District Ilerice Percentage 'FErcentage of change in ferale iabour force partici
“hange in o pation rate explained by
5 g§?§iepé§ifEr groprot%nn of  Proportion of Perp§t~ Interact
cipation rate emale in _ wWorking force %Eﬂa?e to | ien
' total workers in total
population FRE8dpop-
(1) (2) (3) S (4) {5) | (6) (7)
HARYANA ' 1961-1971 -17.97 96, 32 34,00 -0,53 ~29.9
 1971-1981 2.41 90,31 5.57 ~0,46 4.59
19611981 15,56 B89, 34 33,60 - . 0,00 -22,9
Mahendragarh  1961-1971 —22,97 94,32 42,06 ~2,37 ~34,0p
1971-1981 - .71 78.28 - 26,01 6,96 «11.16
1961-1981 -24.68 - 92 .87 45,54 1,06 ~39.42
Amhala 1961=1971 - 4,83 97.01 18,78 4,06 -19,34
. 1971~108] 1,11 .,  a0,40 7.45 -1,39 3.54
19611981 - 3,72 86.10 20,77 7,07 ~14,23
Karnal . 1961-1971 .- 10,32 96,19 24.37 0.00 ' _20,86
. 1971-19g1 2.4 88. 87 7 5.7, T -0.38 ¢ 5,71
. 19B1-1981 - - g,18 91,07 22,64 | 0.69 ° . _14,40

contd, .,



(1) 2) (3) U {4) ) )
Robtak 1961-1971  -25,26 96,29 © 43,07 5437 . --33,99
1971-1981 4,68 86,05 5.46 . 0,44 .. 8,94

1961-1981 20,58 £5. 84 CAIIB e D26 T 023473

Gurgaon ‘[951_19?1 —23.20 951.05 36- 9? ) ".].-55 . L. IT—ED. 4'6
‘ ©1971-1981  2.43 | 120,54 750 T -1.79 e te1d,24
19611981 ~20,77 e5.16 47.67 - 0,58 33,41

Hissar 1961-1971 -23.73 - 93,82 36,86 0a52 0 -31.19
- 1971-1981 2.83 20,21 5.79 0,00 . 5.00
1961-1981 -20, 9¢ 88.34 . 37.03 0.59 =15, 96

MABARASHTRA 1961-1971 ~18.4: 69,60 66,28 0.00 215,96
1971.-1981 4,70 . 18,72 79,79 . ~1,91 3,30

1961-1981 ~13.7. 57.60 53,45 .00 =11.05

Thana 1961-1971 ~17.97 74.82 41,48 . -1.93  “.14.38
1971-1981 1.49 60, 90 26,28 10,930 - |, 2,19

1961-1981 -36.48 78,04 43.32 7 ~5.56" ' - 115,80

K'Dlﬁba lglﬁl—lg?l "1?145 59;48 - 55012 - _ll 21 . ‘?—,14.38
1971-1981 3.18 62,87 - 349.53 0.00 | ... 2,60

1971-1981 14,29 54,73 7.1z Q148 010,38

o contd, ., .,



A M, o 8 ol T L e

=3~

{1) (2) {3} {4y (5} (6} {7)
Ratnagiri 1961-1971 ~13.99 41,92 65.52 2,34 =9.76
197.1~1981 - 1.18 35,83 65, 00 0,00 -0, 83
1961-19861 ~15,17 42.84 67.27 0, 00 ~10,12
Nasik . 19611971 ~18.35 _611_.;;'5 52,75 0, 00 ~14.24
1971-1981 8,03 55,34 35.99 1.35 7.31
1961-1981 ~20.32 53,99 56,27 -4.02 ~6.24
Dhulia 1961-1971 -19,29 65,33 47.44 1,92 ~10.85
Lo 1971-1981 4.42 £8. 85. 31.65 ~4,39 3.88
1861~1981 ~14 ,87 6l.63 50,15 0. 00 =11,77
Jalgaon 1961-1961 _15.92 62.17 £1.97 -1,18 ~12.97
B 1971~1981 5,48 54,00 40.54 - 0,00 5445
1961~1981 ~10. 44 58,57 50,56 -1.78 w7 o34
Ahmednagar  1961-1971 ~23.49 66, 09 53,83 ~0. 89 ~19,03
1961-1981 ~11.0¢ 43,72 63,53 0,00 ~7.24
Pune 1964-1971 ~17.49 . 74.84 43,30 ~0, 89 <1725
ig;i-iggi 4,34 79,90 18,10 ~1.64 3.64

CDDtd- L




(1) (2) (3) {4 (5) (6) (7).
gatara 19611971 -28.83 69.06 55459 0,81 ~23.85
1971=1981 6,41 69,91 26,60 -2.63 6,11
1961=1981 22,42 57.4 96 5a,¢q - 1.04 ~17.06
sangli 1961-1971 -21,65 81,16 41.91 -0.73 “22,23
1971-1981 5.42 76.48 18,98 ~1.84 6.38
196 1-1981 16,23 72.59 41.95 0, 98 -15,53
Shol apur 19611971 ~16,75 73.87 43,22 - 0000 ~17,09
" 1971-1981 7.5 69,75 23,25 -0, 93 7.93
19611981 - 9,28 60. 85 47,59 0,00 - 8,45
Kolhapur 1961-1971 ~20,88 74.62 44,77 ~0. 86 ~18.52
e 1971-1981 5,62 73,87 22,25 ~1.42 5,30
1961-1981 15,26 65.74 47.17 0,00 ~12.90
‘Burangabad  1961-1971 ~24.61 64,40 55.71 -1,82 ~18,29
- 1971-1981 5427 93,15 7447 -1,92 - 1,29
1961-1981 -19,34 46,31 67 .63 ~1.17 ~12.77
Parbhani 1961-1971 ~21.32 64,43 53.74 ~0,95 -17,41
1971-1981 11,06 58.62 32,39 -0, 81 9,89
1961-1981 ~1C, 26 48,29 60,38 - 2,02 ~6 .65

contdy..



(1) 2y (3) ) s) -(6) (7)
Bhir 1961-1971 29,69 70,78 57,12 -1.61 -26.28
196 1-1981 ~20.75 56,96 57440 . 0,00 ~14.36
Nanded . 1961-1971 ~25.62 69. 97 52,99 -0, 82 21,14
1971-1981 8,95 63,22 27 .67 0,00 9,11
19611981 -26.67 57.05 56.78 -1,29 ~12,56
osmanabad 19611971 3.06 13.98 90, 11 -2.93 ~1.16
o 1971-1981 L 8.47 66,82 26,18 ~1.78 8,77
1961-1981 541 113.45 -8.84 ~1.63 -2.98
Bul@hana 1961-1971 ~13.74 51,01 59,41 -1.60 ~8.81
' s 1971=1981 7 .55 48,20, 48,74 -2.01 5.06
Akola - 1961-1971 ~12,85 50,62 57.93 1,49 - 9.98
1971-1981 2,37 58.86 40,70 -2.99 3.43
Amravati 19611971 “12,03 56.32 53,87 " 0,00 ~10,11
' 1971-1981 3.14 58,69 38,20 0,00 3.10
1961-1981 - 8.89 50,65 56,31 0,00 - 6.96

COitd . .



(1) {2} {3} (4) (s) (6) (7)
vetmal 196 1;i9‘?1 =17 ., 80 53,15 57455 ._—l;ﬂ.D ._—9¢ 37
1971-1981 7.0l 55,79 39,15 . 0,00 5.06
1961-1981 ~1C. 79 43.98 65 .89 L4.44 ~5:43
wardha 1961-1971 ~16,12 57.29 56400 ~1..27 11,98
1971-1981" 6.32 53.88 40.73 0.00 5.39
1961-1981 - £,80 50,95 59,30 -4.23 6,02
Nagpur 1961-1971 1€, 35 62,99 51,94 0.00" ~14.90
197 1-1981 1.39 103,76 -3,48 0. 00 - 0,27
1961-1981 ~14,96 56,35 57.78 -1.17 -12.96
Bhandra 1961-1971 ~17.96 48,07 62.58 ~1.57 -9,04
1971~1981 0, 99 221,04 -96.95 -19,09 - 5.00
1961-1981 -16.97. 34,69 72~89 0,00 7.58
Chandrapur  1961-1971 ~28,47 63.03 56.68 ~1.89 -17.83
1971-1981 5.59 69,33 26.68 0.00 3.99
1961-1981 22,88 54,63 60,81 =234 -13.10
FUNJAB 1961-1971 - 4,83 97.61 11.66 1.10 ~10,37
1971-1981 1,91  100.61 0,34 ~057 ~038
1961~1981 - 3,92 90. 36 16.74 3,32 -10.42

contd. ..



(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)__ (7).
Bhatinda 1961-1971 ~7.55 105.83 12.13 1.09 ~17.12
1961-1981 ~6435 95.69 13.11 2442 ~11.22
Gurudaspur  1961-1971 ~2.63 95.12 14.46 2.59 . ~11.03
1971-1981 1.81 106, 96 -1.63 -0, 80 ~4,52
1961-1981 ~0,82 . 35,53 57.50 14.42 ~7 .45
oritsar 1961-1971 -1.85 96 . 80 4,07 0,00 ~0. 84
' 1971-1981 -1.65 101,27 0.63 -1,21 ~0,69
1961-1981 ~0,24 62,05 22,23 18,72 -2,98
Ferozepur 1961-1971 wB455 97 .86 14,31 1.54 ~13,85
1971-1981 2.71. 96,99 1.48 -0,55 1.38
1561-1981 ~5, 84 88,60 16.27 4.42 ~9.20
Jullunder 1961-1971 ~2,56 85,22 8,55 1,44 ~6.23
' 1971-1981 1.67 94,23 2.62 -0.78 .. 1,98
Ludhiana 1961-1971 ~2.16 101.89 ~4,13 ~0.76 5,01
1971=1981 . 2,51 103,84 =0,E0 ~0.78 —2,46

contd, ...



L@ (3) () (5) =8- . (6).. . )y

Kapurthala 1961-1971 -1.82 97.85 4,83 0.74 ~3.44
' 19711981 1.3C 98.48 5,19 "C1.51 -1.24
1961-1981 -0.52 77.88 13.45 13,11 4442
Hoshiarpur 1961-1971 -10, 12 97.54 20,57 0,00’ -18.81
' 1971-1981 2,13 104, 00 ~0,35 21,21 _2.44
1961-1581 ~7 499 89.26 26,89 3,33 ~19.48
Patiala 1961-1971 -1,92 95 , 46 8.51 1.59 -5.54
" 1971-1981 2,12 98.72 1,06 ~0,89 S 1.11
1961-1981 0.27 175,29 39,42 Lo=27.11 ~8,75
Sangrux 1961-1981 - -1,92 98. 90 13,85 0. 00 ~12.74
B 1971-1981 21l 101,08 0.29 ~9.63 -0,.74
19611981 =~9.14 95,59 15.70 1,76 ~13.05
TAMIL NADU 1961-1971 ~16.39 75423 41,43 ~0.95 -15.65
s 1971-1881 7.43 73,49 19,59 0. 00 6492
1961 1981 L —B.71 60.71 49,07 -1,73 -9, 05
Madras 1961-1971 21,28 " B6.88 37.91 0.00 4,79
197141981 " 2.05 - 117,34 - 719 ~4 .80 =5.35
1961-1981 07T 224,91 - -B2,16 ~15.79 -24,96

contd, ..



-0 -

{1) {2) 13) - {4) . {5} {6) . {7Y
Chengalpattu 1961-1973 -13.54 82,38 30,72 ~0.97 ~12.13
. 19711981 1.91 89,60 8,60 -1,10 2.90
1961-1981 -8.63 53,10 57.16 0. Q0 ~10.36
North Arcot 1961-197] ~18,01 79.73 40,03 ~1.65 ~18.11
' 1971-1981 7420 76.10 18,39 -0.99 6.49
1861-1981 ~11,72 62.72 40,00 ~1.42 ~10.10
South Arcet 1961-1971 -18,40 80, 40 39.77 -1.63 -18,54
1961-1981 -R,773 56,09 56,26 -3.46 ~7.89
selam 1961~1971 ~22, 687 78,85 43,94 -1.72 -18.11
1971-1981 9,84 66,33 23,36 G. 85 9,46
19611081 ~13,73 66,89 46,20 ~4,56 -3,53
Coimbatore 1961-15%1 -13.70 73.58 37.22 ~1.21 -10.10
1971-1981 8,86 60, 85 30,06 1.21 7.87
Madurai 1961-1971 ~13.61 70.76 43,16 115 ~12.78
1971-1981 10,47 64,45 24.78 0. 84 9,93
1961-1981 -3,14 43,58 68. 26 -9,94 -1,90

QGntdli'.



=-10=

() (2) (3} (4) (53 (6) @
Tiruchirap alli 1961-1971 -17,18 77463 40.69 ~1.80 '.16.53
1971-1981 6.88 77.03 16.53 0, 00 © 6444
1961-19871 ~10.30 63.77 48,60 -2, 99 -9.37
Ramnathapuram 19611971 ~20.50 71437 47.79 -1..92 ~17..24
© 1971-1981 9,57 62.50 27.00 0,98, 9,54
19611981 ~10.96 . 61.18 51.68 -5.38 -7 .48
T runelvali 1961-1971 14,40 67.36 46,63 1,21 ~12.77
1971-1981 8.60 67413 26,80 1.18 7T e 26
1961-1981 -5,80 44.63 60, 03 0. 00 ~1.66 .
Kanniyakumari  1961-1981 ~11.46 88. 10 28.56 -0.76 -15,91
- 1971-1981 1,32 142,80 ~28,45 24,59 -9,76
2 1961-1981 ~10. 14. 76.91 40.87 0,86 -18,63
WEST BENGAL 1961-1971 -8, 47 50, 96. 46,17 3.38 0,51
1971~1981 ~1.54 9., 02 5,72 2,68 0,95
1961~1981. ~3.46 68,25 28.91 3,86 -11,02
1961~ .
Darjeeling 1961-1571 . ~8.47 - 50, 96 46417 3.38 0,51
1971-1981 - © - 1,56 47 .97 47.43 6.65 ~2.05
1961~1981 - -1C, 03 51,62 53493 5454

=-11.09

contd,,.



- 11 -
(1) (2) (3} - (4} (5) (6) (7)
il , o ' (o o _
Jalpalqguei ™ " Ur961-1971 .9.15 71.35 26 g0~ 2.75 S C.82
y 19711881 1=-13 94,59 17« Hidpoott -12.61 0,03
1961-1981 -8.02  64.75 488 7.7 -14.39
Malda 1961-1971 -8, 0F 91.48 . 8.89 —0.44 0. 07
e 197 1-1981 2,41 98.67 CO.7Bswbivd 0,00 0,54
1961-1981 —5.64 78.25 33,73 0.97 -12.81
Murshidabad 1961-1971  l3,ec . 92,09 8,59 ~0.76 0,08
19611981 1,79 20,07 . 27.62 ~1.71 ~5,91
Nadia 1961-1971 1,63 88,59 11,44 -0.02 -0.01
S0 1971a108] 1.28 84,12 10,8800 o 45 5.60
1961-1981 ~0.35 76,45 25,66 0, 00 —2,12
24 Parganas 1961-1971 °  _1.10 75,67 22,60 1.96 ~0.23
' i, ST ;1_19'? 1-1931 ' 1.33 100,78 Qp8% o 1 £14 -1,29 -0, 34
1961-1981 0,23 290, 55 ~136,62 -27.98 06,134
Howrah 1961-1971 1,27 80,31 17.56 2,14 - _o.o1
. II_JI_I‘-’lé‘? 1_1581 D‘?ﬁ. 111'94 _2‘§4E:IL"ZLJZJq —4.85 . _4.54
19611981 b =0,51 2,78 79,70 21,17 . =3.67
- contd van



12 -

(2) ) (4) (5) (6) 7).
1961-1971 ~2,69 76.31 23,32 O.44 0,05
1971-1681 1,40 ©.79.93 19,66 -3.23 3,64
1961-19681 -1,29 61.82 37,59 5w dd <4.85
. 19611971 ~0,39 70,07 27,67 2.73 —0 A7
1971~1981 1.55 100,95 0,82 -1.54 ~0.23
1961-1981, 2,35 34,29 64, 86 8. 62 ~7.77
1961-1971 -45,0? 85,42 14,87 ~0,28 0,01
1971-1951 1,19 75.53 20,35 0, 00 | 4,11
1961,1981 ~3.88 B4.86 24,31 -1,21 7,96
1961-1971 ~10.89 80,38 20,4% -1,08 0,23
197 1=1981 2.82 91,99 - 7.43 =1, 3% 1.94
1961~1981 -3, 07 66, 00 45,72 1,13 12,85
1961-1971 - -6.32 . B3.31 16,98 -0.35 0, 06
1971-1981, 1,60 65,38 30, 35 -1.53 5,80
1961-19681 . 4,72 84,92 23,27 0, 00 -8,19
1961-1971 ~28.901 81,94 18,23 -0, 26 0. 09
1971-1981 4,47 100, 20 -0.13 0. 00 —0. 06
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DOMESTIC WORK: PROBLEM AND PERSPECTIVE

The debate about domestic wo rk, more commonly referred
to as 'house work' has been going on in the West for some years
and is a live issue of Women's liberation in India, House work
&8s a problem came to be recogmised first in studies that showed
the double burden of women because they alone performed housg
WOrKk and in the seventies development literature located it within .,
the general area of women's "un-enumerated and unremunerated
activities" particulary rural women in the Third World conntries,
The 1981 census declares 251.90 million women as non- workers.,

'The problem has been seen as a constraint on women's
development a) Women's home responsibilites limit their access
to education, employment and responsiblites in-public‘iife through
curtailing TIME and MOBILITY b) The extra burden of house work
plays greater strain and has an adverse effect on women's health
c) In the case of professional women, it leads to role- conflicts
and the attempt to balance career conmitments and family - commitmentes
places a women in a no- win situation if she places family first,
she loses career-rewards; if she places carer first she suffers

heavy psychic costs.

The soutions thought of in women's development studies fall
in to one or more of the following approaches.

i) The state (and or employer) must step in and help women
to particpate in outside employment by taking note of
the special burden of women and making concessions for
it at the work-place by flexble hours, lesve provisions,

raising the age of entry, setting up daycare centers for
infants etc,

ii) There should be technical improvements to ease
housework and work done it hceme by women, could be made
available commercially: procssed food, launday services,
cleaning services etc.

iii) Both Men and Women must share in house work and
child care,

Both solutioni) and ii) bPresuppose a develored economy that
can make resources avalable for reducing workhours and
providing the services. The hasg what has enabled women to
participate in outside emploment in grater numbers in the
West. Solution three requires complete restructuring of
sexual-roles and work-stiuctures in the entire society.




 vin.these. Here the purpose .of enumerating these activities s not
- o remunerate them but reduce the strain by technological impro-
-~ vements. It ignores other dimensions of the problem. Also it by

. but the precise nature of work, its qualitative difference from

‘Yet to be properly studied.

: éxactly is house work? What are its components? What is the

passes the class inequality. Not all,t@e women perform -arduous
work. - : i

Whatever the ideological frame work, analysis so far points
merely to the existence of large chunks of work women perform

other work, the implications thereby for women and society have

To do this, the problem has to be first identified, what ™

connection between it and the general economy? Why indeed isit
a 'problem ' for women? ' . _ '

First of all, with regard to what is housework, the model
that most people have in ming is the advanced capitalist society.,
This is because both the emergence of the 'full-time housewife'

s a category and its cognisance if Feminist studies arose in these
societies. Jean Gardiner, Susan Himmel Weit, Maureen Mckintosh,
Selma Jame, Maria Rosa Dalla Costa are some who have worked in
this area, .

In an advanced'capitalist'society, women are housewives
and the characterists that make the situation a problem are (a)

economic dependence on men b) unpaid nature of work c) isolation,
There is the double load if women are also in paid employment.

ir'

vardstick of value is cash payment..This approach leaves the
problem of isolation untouched and does not analyse the nature
of subqrdination'of:women. o

e
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Assuming the problem to be mainly of ‘'private' nature,
then its resolution would move it into the public sector - either
- state run welfare servicCes or commercially run agencies, Both -
-exist to a large degree in the advanced capitalist economies,
; . though-the welfare services are availgble only if she is 'single’.
> State welfare services are usually a flexible category, subject
: to the "policies" of the ruling party. . Unless women have control -
over policies, what is the guarantee that the State will act in
- the interests of women? Are we then putting the cart before the
- horse?

Should all housework be commercialised, the result would be
extending commoditisation to all areas of life, If the explana-
tion for exploitation and oppression stem from the nature of
capitalism, then this approach will only deepen and intensify
these oppressions, ‘ ' ' v : '

The basic problems connected with domestic work (ignoring
i - the other equally fundamental issues of analysing it in the not
* o yet fully capitalist societies) in the advanced capitalist society
are the problems of control (or autonomy) reward and equality ‘ |
between the sexes, : ‘

The autonomy of women's work within the house depends on the
terms and conditions under which it is performed, In corporate
capitalism, the family is in a sub~contractual relationship to
the corporate economic strucgure. Women's work is then not that
of an independent agent but producing the material as well as ;
emotional conc mitants necessary to maintain the relations of the |
external order :

_ A possible solution is in women handling their domestic work
by their own collectives, (3). This retains the sexual division
of labour and does not fully meet the needs of women to' have .
access to other resources of the society. If we perceive sexual
- division of labour as the crux of the problem, this does not
resolve the problem, In addition, in less developed countries
~which are rural and agricultural economics, with less urbani-
sation, and fewer persons (men and women) in the wage-sector
and sizeable sections of the people in the non-wage sector,
these analyses do not hold good. Here women do share tasks of
other women, with extended family members or caste exchange
services, right from Africa to Asia. (3). Empirical studies
on rural women also confirm how many tasks are shared not on ‘
sexlines but along agelines, (4).. The problem in these economies ’
is neither so much "isolation" nor "undervaluation® unlike in
the domestic work within the nuclear family unit of an advanced
capitalist economy, The major task before us is a clear
identification of the category 'housework'.

——
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.In many underdeveloped economies, the household is still a
.production unit and retains many characteristics of this type of
production along with commodity production, Does the notion of
"unpaid" work theh helps, us distinguish what is "housework"? In
a ‘society,: not as yet completely dominated by exchange-value,
agriculture, fishing, dairying, crafts are often household based,<s
There is a lot of confusion in using the terms "domestic work® T
"housework etc, A begining can be made by identifying sexual
division of labour in relation to different types of work in
such economies,(5). To date we have no adequate explanation of
why women alone do "domestic work".(6), and why it should load to
Subordination, It is taken for granted when non~commodity produc-

~ trans-tion/many previously female task are takenjover by men but the
forms sexual division of labour for the hardcore non-agricultural work
into within the house, what we notionally regard as purely domestic
commo-tasks i,e, cooking, cleaning, washing clothes, czre of the old
dity and sick, cere of the children, remains rigid. It follows that

produ-the social institution of the household must be seen not as defined .

ction in terms of a unit of domestic labour, but as derived from it,
- The sexual division of labour within the home and outside the
"~ home has to be seen with reference to the strucgure of the house~
hold, = The household (the smallest coresidential unit) is-
constituted on the basis of the relations under which women
perform "domestic labour", There are two sets of relations both
" mediated through the household, ‘

o a) marriage~kinship, residence rules which control performance
of domestic labour and which exclude women from social
production, ' '

" b) relations that govern performance and control of
agricultural and other social labour, : :

These two sets of relations are mutuallyAdetermining though
there are changes in marriage ties as between different societies,

- Housework as a labour process was and iS a necessary conditionxz
for human existence but with the advent of capitalism what began
to be counted as valuable was only what was marketed, Hence -
the attention of feminists in the West-on trying to 'value' it,

III

, Sociolist-Feminists have tried to see the interconnection

~ between women's work and the economic order. The mdjor debate
has been on how one can show 'domestic work' as productive or
how it can be shown as surplus-value creating for the capitalist
and . the male wage earner in the family by using Marxist amalytical
categories in order to show thot women are "exploited®,
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Women produce people, who procuce everytiing else, (7), but
definiticnally 'productive lapayr! does not include work +hat
results in useful effect but thet which has a 8pecific relation
to capital, A way out 13 suggested by introducing the concept of
Patriarchy to dencte the hierarchical relationzhip between the
Sexes, Patriarchy implies controi of males over the three inter—
related elements of women's Work, namely Sexuality, fertility and
domestic werk, Crdirmarily even in Marxist theory ‘repreduction! of
the working class takes place in the family and is treated as a
separate category and net analysed further, According to the
apprcach that +ries to integrate notions of Patriarchy and the
coennn G SYStem (8), the work of women within the family may be
termed "subsistence Production’ and this would include 211 three
aspects sexuality, fertility 4nd domestic labour. This work is
done under relsaticns of Fatriarchy on the one hand and the -
capitalist system on the ather hand in to=days world of gz glohal
Capitalist system. What goes into the domestic work" will change,
but-the connection between it and the external order is retained,
The global capitslist system "uses' the subsistence for gococumulation
in many ways mmu the wage labour is paid ore Wage but it buys
the labour of two (his labour and his wife!s domestic labour),

{b) Paying the wage labourer less than subsistence requirements
because the wife culltivates the family farm %c rrevide food for
the family, (c)} using women's Cheaper labour in household industry
while keepirg men in the wage/factory sector. According to this
analysis, the "subststenced mode of production is part and parcel
of capitalist production and is mediated by Patriarchy.

While this much is accepted, what is more controversial is
the ¢laim that women's labour {including Sexuality-procrestion-
domestic labour) produces "surplus-value”. One objecticn i3 that
+5 15 no more than a terminclogical wizardry. (9). Alternately,
there is the more conventinpal Marxist view that these lzhouraed
The abolition of the capitalist production will not avtomatically
=LiminatehcuSework, though it provides a Precohdition, because
Sctiglism is net created by mere trensfer of winership of
products but must transform the process of work and daily 1life,{10),
This will apply equally to establishing eguality between men and
women, Patriarchy may persist not because it has a material
Toto ht hecause consciousness an% values change more slowly
than relstions of production, This is the explamtion given
for retention of sexual div.sion of labour, female Suberdinsticon
and retention of domestio work by women in the post-revoluticnary
sccieties, In such sccieties in planring the allocation of
Tesources no ‘heed is paid to women's reeds be it contracepticn,
daomestic work or other igsues.

An mmﬂmmﬁmMm of seeing soﬁmmaoﬂw within patriarchal relations
and the econemy, as 'subsistence production’ linked to 'extended!
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ﬁw@m:nﬁwoﬁ permits us fo see the historical nﬁusmmm in the
naturég snd compositicn of the twg, The 'precapitalist’ mode
such a8 household production then can be seeon not as precapita-
list but part of the internaticonsl capitalist system.  Capitalism
uses household based produsticon e.g. in many industries the un-
prgenised sector form is used, or the put-cut system is used, (1.
This iz what Maria Meis calls house-wifisation of production,

- 'The major problem regarding housework/domestic Uabour is
not measurement but first to isclate it as an analvtical category.
Empirigal studies need Yo be done to show the differences in
composition and guality as betweesn different societies. What is
clear 1is that establishing equality needs focus cn both sexual
division of labour and relations of production. Recent studigs
in development, though using time allocation method, bring out
the mature and extent of work done by women outside the accepted
producticn sector (12). This is a begining step for more work
that neseds to be done.’
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Indian women and their status in socio-sconomic sphere
have been dealt by a nuniber of scholars but very few smudies are
available which have analysad in depth the status of scheduled casts
and tribal women in the Indian miliew as such and in circumscribed
society in which they function. The ward circumscribed hers has been
deliberately used since these women are part of that population who
are victim of Hindu caste and economic system on one hand and abject
poverty on the cother hand and which pravents them any social mobility
except in rare cases. The problems of scheduled caste/tribes have
baan studied both by official agencies and academic circles. However,
peculiar problems the women amongst them face hardly received careful
attention. The reasons are may guess are © (3) lack of interest till now
and (b} paucity of sufficient statistical information on these women.

z. Apart from the total female population figures of these
categories and occupational break-up for working population, and
literacy rates there is not much information on other aspects like their
par capita income, ownership of land and other assets, their
contribution to the families' income stc. Whatever data is available
in the Census Reports are far from helpful to gauge the status of

these women in their own society as well as in the geperal populaticon.

. The following table gives the availabie statistics regarding
population, and occoupational break-up. An examination of Gensus data
for 1971 {1981 Census Special Tables for 8C/S8Ts are.not yat available)
show the following bread categorisation of working population amongst
SC/ST and proportion of women ameng them :

A, . .. e Sch. Castes _S_ch._.Tr_iEeé-
..o M - .FE - Iotal ‘M- - F . Total

Total gc:;iuiiation:: I 3 : : : : _
(in lakhs) - 413 3ge 749 142 182 374
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Most significant point ts be neted is that among SC and ST -
workers, while cultivation as oécupation is shown for 32% male among
SC and 62% STs, for women corresponding figures are 43% and 14%,
More interesting are figures for agriculture labour for SC/ST families:
males are 46% angd 27% respectively, for women ameng them figures are.
72% and 49%. Thesa two sets of figures for cultivators and agricultura]
labour is an indication of status of women among 5C and 8Ts although

the percentage for tribal women iz slightly better than Sos. In ather. .
occupations other than agriculture based, show that in househsid _
. Industry while percentage of SC males and females are same {i.a. 3%)
among tribals the women have higher percentige than men i.e, 1,3%as
compared to 0.9 % for lattér, ' - S

4. Available Educational statistics ow these Women are as. .
follows: . _ : : N o

—— . — . A o — iy — — o m— . — — — o —

1 . P‘Dpulaucq {I? 1 . . . . -. - B R _'1_,.- T

Census) - 413 386 793 192 182 374
{in lakhs) ' o -

2. Litemoy Rate
. {71 Census)
ingl., 024 age

22.4 6.4 14.7 17.6 4.9 . 11.3

3. Enrolment Ratio _ S
?8-79 Primary o L R
Stage (Classes ' - s R
I- v) 102.9  §5.7 79.9  89.3 . 43,4  66.4
Migdig grage €1 7 ‘1457 26.5 . 25.6 108 .17.9

4. Wastage mte at - : s o

' Primary Stage from . o e

. Classés I'to - e 66.5 T T T xg
- Classes V}'76-77 . .. . SRR -

The female literacy rate of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes
continued to be miserbly low as compared to the general female literacy
rate which was 18,64 in 1971. Ip the North-eastern regions, however,



literacy rates of tribal women are as high as 60% among Mizos, 22.79% in
Meghalaya and 17,68% in Nagaland. Thege tribal women are far more

emancipated than Indian women in gensral. On the enrolment ratio, enrclment

of girls of scheduled castes/iribes in Classes I to V is much lower than the
boys of these communities., While at the Middle school the ratioc plunges.
further down as compared to their male peers in these communites. At

. High-School level SC girls enrclment is 1.4 % and at graduate level it is
orily 0.40%. The percentage of tribal enroclment for girls at High Schogl and
" Graduate level are 0.48% and . 0.13% only. The wast age rates for girls

- of these communities has not been worked out . These figures are an
eloguent indication of their educational status notwithstanding a handful of
women politictans or a few women holding white -collar jobs.

5. Taking up the economic activities of scheduled castes and tribal
women, large majority as noted earlier are occupied with cultivation but
mostly as agricultural labourers. All the back-breaking work in agriculture
like weeding, hoeing, Aransplanting, harvesting, winnowlag etc, are done
by worien while men engaged in preparing the land and working of system to
irrigate it. In fact the amount of labour which these women put in, in
.agriculture is as much if not more than the men. This, however, does not
* entitle them for equal wages whether in cash or in kind, Cn top of this,
the system of providing domestic labour to landlords free by these women is
seldom counted in the wages. Thersfors, their sme of input in agﬂcultural
field is never -xrmputed fairly.

6. Apart from agriculture labour next impertant occupation is animal
hushandry. The participation of both men and women belonging to scheduled
castes and tribes is almost equal percentage-wise. However, what such .
figures do not show are actual quantum of work put in by “men and women.
In tending cattle for example it is the women who go for forraging for grass,
caring for animals, collection of cowdung, preparatic:n Df ct::wdung cakes for
fuel, milking animais, carrying milk to the market, stec, It is not that men
are not engagad in these activities but it is often that women are required

- to do this job while men go 1o the fields for ploughing etc. Similarly,

‘in poult ry keeping also women take more active part. However, it is
unlikely that income accruing from .such activity is available to the women .

- 2lone at thelr disposa) unless they happen to be widows and heading the
families. ' In case qf household industies such as basket making and mat-
weavling, making leaf-plates {(pattals) or weaving cloth, as the tribals of

North-east do, women take it up as subsidiary or primary occupation but their

produce often is sold at nominal price to the middlemen and the income
they get goes for family maintenance. In the tribzl areas it is mo stly

‘the women who go to the forests for collection of mior forest produce and
carty them to the ‘Hats’ far selling.

—_—
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.-2nd other sundry chores for the family ..

. a1

7.. . . Inthe organised industries except those. based on agriculture like

tea and coffee plantations or forest based like Beadi rolling, women of

scheduled castes and.scheduled tribes do not appear to be participating, In
pharmaceutical, textile, telephone or ether industries which employ: a large

‘number of women workers, it is not known if,.8C/ST women are-at al)
- employed. Ewven if these industries do employ these women their.number is

likely to be negligible since most of these women are in rural areas and also
they lack minimum educational qualifications to get in. There is no data at all as
to the number.of scheduls cas te/tribal women.who are working in factories

. invaricus. industries in urbap areas. However, the cexception seems to be
constructicn. industry where these women when; recruited . do as much

hard work A men but hardly receive equal wages

8. . Taking up the status of women in tms_e_-commuﬁiti.e_s}_ in, their

_fa;n'ilie'sx they. seldom hawve higher status t-han_n;eaﬁ unless. it is a matriarchal

society as amq‘gg_st_ K]‘i@ sis and.Caros in Meghalaya ., . For scheduled caste

. women drudgery bégins before they have even lost their milk-teeth, It is they
.. Who are entrusted.to look after their younger sibblings; start working as

child wage - earners at 8 years of age and continue, to 4o 59 tilkthey die
in addition to their burden of child birth, rearing them, cooking, cleaning
In the tribal soeiety, however, tribal

o women have slightly better status than scheduled castes since they have
. at least the right to select their husbands as well.as divorgce them-and in
-.matriarchal sccieties it is the women who are the ewner-of property.;

T '_Iheir“"'statu_s' i__ﬁ their own societies happen Lo be lower except in case
~of again the matriarchal tribes. . But their status in the Indian society at

large is the. _lr_:}wéa_t'_pu:_.‘:'s_s_'ible._ T_ﬁhe scheduled caste women are wictims of =
their.own innocenae.and lack of inhibitions and are-exploited.by non-tribal
men  being inducted into prostitution in the urban areas,.: In-any of the

-disputes in-the rural areas. where anti Harijan or anti- tribal feeling.raise their
. -heads from time to time, it is women-of these communities whe pay the price
};qy.-ba_ing:;aped_:_or_ often burnt alive as and when the men want. .-

B N

- lﬂ_._ o -Thi_.azt_,r in. lz;z'in_.éf-f is = sketch af the ﬁ;:r:e.itioﬁ Df ﬂ‘;ésé.w-:ﬁ ren.flt is

necessarily generalised since as.men ticned-earlier, -detailed information on
them is.very scanty. In view of this,. formulating development. programmes for

.scheduled castes and tribal women become quite difficult.. This is.particularly

so at the state/national level. There are, thergfore, ne specific: programmes
focussed on them. Itis usually as a group oras a family that development
schemes are being formulated. Even under Integratad Rural Development which
is beneficlary -oriented programme, information is not available as to haw
many women of scheduled caste and tribes got assistance. It is seldom that



deveicpment programmes are formulated with any imagination and
innovation for scheduled caste and scheduled tribe women. The planners -
come up with small schemes like opening training -cunt rcroduction centres,
where some sewing and knitting lessons are given and some maternity and
health centres are started,

1i. Nea wcrthwhi.le economic schemes are framed keeping in mind-theé
actuzal needs and talents of scheduled caste and tribal women, §o far only
two programmes are being implemented speciﬂcauy for these women, one’
under speclal welfare, i.e,, ICDS and other under Backward Classes Sector
of girls hostels. Most of the schemes are carelessly conceived without taking
into consideration the social handicaps these women have. For example
while educational {ncentives Jike scholarships, stipends, books, uniforms,
stationery etc. are given to both boys and girls of these communities, 'the
parents often hold back the girls from going 6 school as they are requiced
at home. to attend to the smaller children and other houwsehold chorest 12 -
Therefore, inspite of educational incentives, drop -out rates amongst o
girls are higher at every educational level. To check this at the very
beginning of schooling, attaching a creche with primary schocls could have
been thought of where girls could keep an eye on the smaller sihblmgs as
well as attend to their classes. In the economic sphere where giving
raining in some of the crafts or providing them with silk cocoons to rear, _’_che
preblem of marketing or giving them further training is not always thought of.

12, One may conclude by stating that unless sufficient data’ is aviifable
on the problems faced by the scheduled castes/tribal women, the developmental
efforts for them will be futile. More in -depth studies on various agpects 'of
their socic economic life has to be taken up by researchers so as'to assist
planning at every level. Itis also necessary to have a better unders tandmg

" of the neads of these women tn fomulate the required schemes, Another S
important aspect is educating field-staff in not only understanding the
problems faced by these women but also to comrectly interpret the needs and
compile information which will be useful in framing specific schemes. '
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INTRODUCTION

Recently much at
'Women and their work!
The various aspects whi
and supply of labour, f
participation rate, sa¥

tention is being focussed on

L1 the area of women studies.

¢h are belng Covered are.women.

emale work force i,e. werk
discrimination in wagg payment,

women specificity of industries, exploitation of women.
workers etc, All the abogve referred to areag of women

studies are relevant to
Countries, However, th
and work study which ar

developed and developing
ere are certain field of women
e of grezt significance to a

developing sotiety and whieh is yel to be examined,

One such aspect of women and work 1s the 'Methodology
for measuring women's contribution in ad-hoc and

irreqular work', Women

's contribution through ad-hoc

and irregular work to GNP of a developing country is

not so ingignificant ag

to be ignored. Their contribu~

tion has significance on mora than one ground - One is
the need to evaluate their contribution to GNP, secondly
their contribution to general welfare whickh is difficult
to measure through measuring rod of money and thirdly to
examine the scope for improving the efficiency of woman.
in ad-hoc werk and irreqular work. -

National incaome,
the prime indicaters of
National income figures
but do not present cont
that woerk participation
of male and fem2le cont
However, the odd icbs d
result in enumerating t
0T secondary activity =
Women who are engaged i
figure in female labour

Description of athoc a

its size and growth rate is one of
economic development of a country,
measure the gectoral contributicn -
ribution to GNP by Sex, It is true
rate is a sufficient indication
ribution to National product,
one by women for income dees not
hem 2s engaged in main activity
ither on full or part-time bagisg,
n irregular and ad-hoc jobs do not
force,

nd irrecular work

A close study of time disposal of women especially

belonging to low 1ncome
devote their time to in

group, will show that women
come garning activity, which have



ne regularity in terme of income, availability or type. .
The remuneration 1s nozmally on plecs rate basis, Yet e
another distinctive feature is, the absence of contracanid
of any type, The rate of payment and other basip-r """
contractual centent. of the work is invarisably an oral one,
All such work performed. by women are described as informal
sector. The work - -done here 1s very similar to what they

do for their own houss-hold, for instance stitching buttons
on ready made gamments, rolling papads, washing clothes,
utensils etc, "The boundry line betwesn women's wage
labour In the informal sector.and unpaid housshold and
community tasks is tenous",(l) The women workers who

earn salaries zre considered econcmically active, but

wamen 1n informzl sector are not considered as economically
active and though they are paid for their work, it is not -
included in GWP. In Section II & brief descripticn of
various types of informal activity performed by women is
given, -

The emergence of the informal labour sector

Tr: very process of economic development is the cause
af emergence of such-a sector, Women's condition of work and
other aspects of certain informal agtivity had been discussed
at-a confersnce in L1899 in London (2} This points to the fact
‘that during the period of industralisation labour is displaced
from agriculture and this lesbour migrates to city in search
of jobs.and until it finds a job,or until industralial growth
absorbs all this displace labour,labour engages itself in
petly trade and other informal activities,for which there is
growing demand with urbanisation, This informal labour sector is
therefore considered ag @ bridge between modern and tradi-
tional sector., Women labour alse gets absorbed in infamal

(1) Laurdes Arzpe -"Women in the informal sectro: The case
" study of Mexicoloty" women & development
' P.36

{2] The Internatiocnal Congress of women 1899 -

"Women in indu strial life" .
Countess of Aberdeen, T.Fisher Unwin,
London,



sector, Hence most of the studigs on wgmen . and work,done
0 lpdustrisl-couancTies. deals with waye''discrifiatuson and
-_;oh-d;scr;@@t;gﬂthnf_hegﬁhs;a v sau Hélever,the situgtion
in third world. developing countries is different, Due tg
the historical:factors like colonial exploitation,;the-domination
-0f the economy by capitalist éconamies,and*tﬁéﬂcangéqﬁent
distorted emphais in plan investment allocation,coupled with
high rate of population growth,the infsfnei sector 15" expanding,
~In fact,in déveloping countries large section of male labour
- force also is in this sector,making it quite difficylt for
towemen Lo get work in form2l sector, Traditicn;cultural biss aczinst
wemen ; family and sccial factor,works 2 gadh &t womens and in
. favour of men who are still the main bread-winner..ofithe family,
- Wemen are actuslly entering the field desertelidbi fren: Very petty
- trade-is now virtually all female activityy s i weuog

¥ [P N
B L

- . Becongd factor which has expanded this arga of-dinfomal
cy i work for.women,is the migration of male labour to cifies for
. Jjobs:in organised sector big oY small,” Wamen who were: engaged
coincfamily  baseduwork like agriculture ‘or crafts, find themselves
Gord¥gplaced (from their traditional work. This work ‘forde in urhan
arareds firds ltgelf working in ivformal sector, Duesto the
devel cpment forces,regult;hgjin[ﬂgmis“fof_certaihm:uﬁal
traditional occipation and 3Ctivity ‘and ‘pepulation growth
“gives rise’ ile . informal labﬂur~5ectqrfinfruraL“aréa_ Gunner
- . Mydral-observes"The ‘excess population(which in.a . system operated
' T'b?;peasamt”livesﬁinjthe1famil$:farm)shmws;itEEIfjin;domestit
' ”Sé:vice,ﬁféding-aanother cgsual jobs" (3) " [Ty
i . L T ot t T
LETTET CThetindormal flabours is:the marginal 1abour force,ready
© “Mtoiwork at-any lev 1'of remuneration,. Ihis mafginal population
~Thaiting to enter the” formal pecupational ‘sector,sruvives by
low income intermittant wage or self employmént. In other
words workers are pushed into informal labour sector and inte
| thg s¥rwikes 2s a result of insufficient demand in the
. mariifacturing ‘sector, .and they EF%;@ESti“eg never to leave them®,
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“(3) Gunnar Mydral -Asian Drams - sl
S Euc e i - New York Twentieth Century Fund 1968
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However,it would :

/be more appropriate to say that,women in tradition beund
countries,in countries where large section live in.slums,
where family size is large,wom=n are tied dovm to informal
labour sector, Thelr socic e¢cnomic and envircmmental
conditions de not pemmit large sectien 'of women to epnter
the fermal labour market,

_ Hence 2ny study of thig sector should attempt not
only to medsure thelr contribution to GNP but alss to dias-
cuss and devige measures and take steps to improve their
productivity and impreve thelr earnigs by reducing the
exploitative element, In the present frame work of thig
paper,it is important teo note that non inclusion of wemen's
contribution te GNP not only results in under estimation
of GNP, and igrigring the role of women in development,but
does not recognise the need to improve the tocls and aquip-
ments used by women and improve their labour productivity,
Most of the activities in which women ake engaged are per-
formed with traditional tools and equipments. In number of
cases cbserved by the writer thies stetement is confirmed,
"In making . p3pads cor in preparing eatables womeh use the
same trdditional toels and equipments, Ty
In the studies on wage differential i+t was found that

the major ¢ause of wage differential in, lndustralised
economies was not sex discrimination, The major explanation
is To be found in:.discriminztion in investment on female
education and training(%)., In similar vein we can say that,
low earnings in informal sector will make mothers neglect
thelr female children's 2ducaticna & +training which wil:
ensure the supply of labour for informal labour sector.

1 o .
In this section a brief descripiion of few informal
- econemice activities is given., & first Band information
on different aspects of the infermal female labour force
was gathersd during the following two studies -{1)Un-
organised women workers in Bombay slums - 2 pilot study
and . (2} Economic activities in voluntary women's organisa-
tion, Prof.Mrs.C.K,Dalaya He2d of Econcmics Department of

T e o | e\

{5} bbsefyed b? Victor R, Fuchg -Recént"Trends and long run
prospecis for fam2le edrnings"™ American Ecanamic
Review 1974, . L
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Ramnaraln RMuia Collage -Bombay conductad there studies
which were sponsored by Regasreh Unit con- Wemen's Studies-
SNDT Women's Unive#sity -Bombay, We could identify a
number of intermittant and ad-hoc productive activity

in which women from slum and women from lower middle class
were engaged in, In addition during cur rural development
camps we could identify two or three activities of informal
nature in rural areasg, ' '

Urban informa) sector -Slumg

VYegqetable and fish venderg -Some women living in a- slum
ring head load of vegetables and fish from 2 whole-sale
market or some ne2rby bigger markets and sell the same by

setting themselves up on the sides of the main rodd or
92111 of the slum. Some salient features of this trade
are,l)women normall{ sell vegetables etg, which are not
fresh,damaged and alse partly rotten. 2)The investment
required 1s a small amcunt,around B.10 to 20. Thelr men-
felk provide this initial capital, 3)The customers. are
from the same locality i,e,those who are not in 2 position
to pay good prices. It is @ all female l2bour macket, 4)The
.sales slacken down by the third week of the month., During .
the last part of the month they hardly mzke any net re-
turns, 5)Most of them do not make any net returns at all.
The reasen for their continuation in this trade is - the
unsold stock is used for home consumpticon,which means

they sav. the expenses on buying vegetables or fish,

6) There is keen competition, LArge number of women enter
this field &nd sit wvery close to cne another on the gide
of the road. It confoms to the requirements of a perfect
market, 7) On an averdge they esarn arcund K. 75/- per
month by putting in labour of 6 to 8 Hrs, a day, 8) The
income from this activity is to supplement family income
and for the education of children,

Bidi rolling and bidi-leaves trimming :- Leaves in which
BIdi's aTe rolled are supplied by the manufacturers of bidis.

The women have to go once in 2 or 3 days to collect the
leaves from the supplier,and afier doing the work,have to
deliver the same to the supplier. It is same with bhidi
rolling, In this werk home is turned into wcrkshgﬁ. The
distinctive features of this informal work are, (i) Other
. family-members alsc lend & hslping hand, {ii) The ezrning
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is about B.2/- 2 day (ii1) Womeb belong to a-particular
commanit hallrpg sTem Hyderabad region in Andhrajrs.
Pradesh, (iv; Durdtion:d8f Witk wig from 6 tg 8 Hrsi (v)
Women were 1111terate and h d galned & gqmd degree of -
dexterity.in work : '

Rolling Pepddi-. 8 Yg't‘-anqthef’f&r: ndlng Frea of :mfmxmal v,
work pEEEIOEthlOD by wemen If3lum.. Veryiwell Krown- PR
processors,with lnterna'tlona{ ‘matket,provide this work | e
to womén in slum. Here teoo, ‘family. members like young -
children render a helping hand., The earnxmga here taa—are
between f.2 to F,3 a.gday-on an averdge. The doudhihas

to be brought’ from 2 partlcular‘Eﬂ_ce and rolled” papaé
after drylng them: has“tmjbe returfied-&siithe. organlsatlon a3 Ty s

Other Carry Home: Wﬁrk,émbroldgry,EEWJng buttons on Teddy-
made gamets and.such. sinple nesdle worﬁ*g;a,alsc farmed
out to women ds caTTy home work, In & city’ large; variet L
of such cdgzry Home work isste.be found, Even{ﬂmnuiacturef%‘ Sl
of sophisgated ‘consumer: génds, 1ike trapsistse manufacturers x’fﬁ
faxm out sgme work tﬁ yoUng ggrls to be dong at. h@mé o ST

3* *Seme ecdnomic implicationd of such homé“wefk are
{1} thE;wnIRerﬁ an&apt atomised, They do.not ¢emesin -
to comtattiwith oné another &hﬂ*tﬁggé isipg, séope fOT.
united actlmn .demanding. hlgheﬁ ramunﬁsailf-?{ll Plece ST,
wages,aie paldnhence ‘a1l expenses; andetrouble of SUpe T RN
sing work &nd mqnitermng the’ Woxk4;r%f§pared {111}Laqef“" by
Temuneration resuﬂﬁs in lower Gpﬁ
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. Bag pick-ug,gollecting old c.othes and old glass
bottles, T.ose wihien tio _., fupui-20t Sgent i coverting
cliy wastes into values, They work prazctically 12 -hours of
the day and tur study revealed that the earnings of waste

paper pleces collectors from strests, had higher earnings
comparéd to dompsiic~workers or bidi rogllers or other
category of women workers., But these women mainly belonged
to depressed castes, There is ceste specification in the
work performed In informal secter by women, Women angaged
in exchange of old zlothes for utensils belonged to weaver
commurity and so prefer this allied activity of de2ling

in clathes to domestic service, )

Domestic work on part-time baslis is another
activity in which women from slum areas are engaged, The
wages Include kind wages tco. The advantage in this type
2f work is women workers get monetary help in the fomm of
lgan and used clothes as gratis, The earnigs here Tange
from B.25 to F.1Q0 depending on the number of hcomes in
which they work and duration of work,

Work in 'Mshila Mandals': Veluntary women's
organisation undertake some economic activities in order
to provide work and inceme to needy wemen , Qur study
revealed that the women's organisations take this programme
as @ part of thelr welfare activity and secondly the women
benificieries 8Te from a particular locality,noTmally not
from slu—s 2nd the women benificieries belong to lower
middle income group.Woman have to work in the premises of
Mahila Mandels. The work is provided by industrial crgani-
sations and the nu.are of work nommaliy is packing,making
some articley walth non oIt S fnrisries like hand aloves,
napkins,dusters,pin cushions,files etc, The Mahila Mandalg
also underiake preparing eatables and masalas and the
customers are 'mormdlly, working house-wives of the same
locality in which the Mahila Mandal ig sitUatad.The retes
of payment on plece rate basis are nomally fixed by the
supplier of work. Here again the wemen are not able to
make more tham k.60 to B0 for nearly 8 Hrs. of work, The
women workaIs do get some additional facilities like creche,. ™ -
after-noon tea,girts during festivals etec. However,these are
not provided by the fimms giving purch@se order werk-but iIs given
by the Mzhila Msandal out of thelr welfare fund., The women
get work not on regular basisg, Only when Mahila Mandalg get

orders,women gat wozrk,
‘Rural arezg : Women from tribal households are engaged in

preparing grass osottle covers: The itrader provides them :
with raw material in guitable fomm; The women have to string
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the stréw Into a form of circular cover for the Bottles,
They are paid k,2/- for hundred covers, By enitisting

the labour of gther members in the household the wemen ig
able to make about ®.2/- 2 day by putting in leng hours
of work, The trader collects the finished product. He
2lso supplies the raw material at the residence of the
workers, Therg is no regularity in the availability of
work,though there is not much delay in making payment fer
the work done, The women weTe not even aware about the
end use of the product they were making,ner the T2te at
which the treder sold them tc the bottling firms, Even
strings for stringing the straw was supplied. The women
had no opportunity of coming together while collecting
or delivering the material,

Basgket making := The women wove baskets froam bamboo
strips,for packing fruits. This particular region 1s well
known for the production of a fruit called"Chikoco", The
trader here too provided raw material,but invariably he
sells the bamboo sticks to the women who belonged to a
particular tribal community. The finished product was
alsc sold to traders. Women of the household jeintly
weTe able to make Kk.4/- to 6/- 8n an average 1L ar 2
women _and men in thelr spare ftime participated in this
activity,

However,except In rurdl areas close to a city
ared,nr in cash crop ared,there is very limited scope for
participating in informal labour market,

The brief sketch of varicus ecohomic activity
in which women are engaged, shaws that this sector lacks
built in system of incentives and scope for improvement
of skill.

#part from the wemen from slum and rural
areazs angd low income group,wamen from middle incame
grrup also participate in some income e2rning activity of
ad-hot¢ nature;like coaching school children during exdmi-
naticn time,tailoring work,running short courses at home
in *cocking' flower arrangement,ycga,baking,baby sitting_
ete, With women ‘L‘.a]{.ig% up regular salaried employment the
scope for such activity 1s ifcreasing, : RS

... [ The foregoing brief description of the ad-hpc.
and intermittant werk done by women,bring out certammass -
pect of this labour market. The wémen in general are not
the main bread winners hence the utility of their ificome
" is not very high,yet the paradox ig that they do not place

high value on thelr léisure, Leisure is not yet 8 commo- *
dity for consumption, The women having no other alternative

A
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suitable avenue of work are Teddy to take up work even

at @ low remineratinn ang henee their labour supply
function is at a low level. The study referred to earlier
alse revealed that m2jority of the women engdged in these
actlvities were not dissatisfied with their level of
e2rnings. This 2lso contributed towards keeping the
labour supply function at 2 low level.

Some of the salient features to be reckoned dre:-

(1)Earning are utilised for enhancing the Consumptien of
necessdries and for education, The ircoms is rarely spent
oh entertainment, Men feolk waste thelr income on drinks,
which is to an extent compensated by the women's carnings.
The welfare component of women's participation in informal
labour force is quite significant, '

(i1) In some activities monopsony element is present which
results in undervaluing the work dene by women,

{113} There iz little giscrimination of any kind cbserved,
The employer of such labour of women are taking advanwsage
of a particular socie econemic situation, :

(iv) women are not dissatisfied with their earnings. Here-
the adage 'ignorance is blisst proves toue. Being supple-
mentary income,they are not discontented with thelr earnings.
(v) Again socio economic background,and the nature of the
job,rules cut 2ny type of unionisation 2nd demand for
betier remuneTation. - '

(vi) Murber of products in whose production wemen are
eng2ged in are available cheap to the consumer,thus in-
credsing the amount of ¢nnsumer surplusg,

Ihe noed for measurion the con+ributing of_women
in irrequiar and intermittant work '

Contribution of women workets in informal sector
1s 2 significant proportion of national income, Exclusion
of these women.workers contribution to National Product
results in underestim2tion of the Naticnal Incame fiqure,
Attempt to measure the contribution of women workers in |
infomal sector,will result in estim2ting the female work
participation rate. Moreover,an incresse in the number of
women engaged in.these activities is a clear indication
cf failure of development plans,in creating adecuate jobs
for women, : _ - i .
' Thg estimation of female work force in the informal
work and at the same time listing the varicus types of work
in which women are engaged will bring into . clear rellef the
condition and changing condition of wemen in developing
countries,
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Buch an 7cknowledgement of work done by female
waork force will induce frzmuls»tion of suitalhle policies
and measures to ameliorate the conditions of women
workers, For instance,crgarmising the women doing different
type of iInformal work. ' : :

Non-valuation: If women's contribution in varicus informa,]
work 1g not measured,then there will not be any efforts
made by voluntary agencies or Government to make improve-
ments In their productivity,or device tools and implements
to improve efficiency and income,

Women's income are mainly used for satisfying
family needs and for children's education, Satisfaction of
Tood need or education adds to the family welfare, By not
measuring her work & carming,women's contribution to human
capital formation remains unaccounted, In a developing
soclety,the items ~n which women woTker spend thelr time
1s cruclal teo the process of growth and development, If
thelr efficiency and income is improved,it will result
better work force as well as the depressed strata,wil]
get 3 bettwer share in Netiomal Inccme.

. Under or Nen-valuation

: On the basls of the study mentioned earlier,it
is observed that informal sector grows or is created by
the manufacturers by segmentation of labour market,
Skilled workers are,workers at 2gsembling stage ar at
final peint and 2re under one unit, Thesa WOIEErs work .
wlth hesvy capital and their earnings are high and are
well organised, The second segment is one which needs
1ittle less skill and direct supervision by the producer
of final preoducts, There is 2 vertical disintegration of
production and the intermediate products or fomponents
are produced in another unit,werking with less soplsti-
cated capital than in the former ona,and organised ag a
small scale unit. There the workers get less wages than

in former cne, The third segment,is in the peripheri stage
of production or the componznt whose production regquires
least amount of skill and cepital investment,like wrapping
and packing of finished preducts. These activities are
farmed ocut to voluntary women's crganisation or cooopera-
tives formed by women lzbourers. TRis sector Nag signifi-
cant size  of women workers. The amount of work given ig
not regular and there is no wage scales or cther benefitsg
as In orgdnised units, The remuneration earnod by women

in this market is less than the golng minimum wage rete,

- The value.added by production of soap is shown as contri-
bution by the big parent unit,and as far ag our knowledge
goes,thare is no attempt to measure the contribution by
women workeTs by these parant organisation,
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Methodology for measuring the contribution of
women workers in informal labour sactor.

Tne descrivtion of women working in informmal sector
indicates the extent and nature of undervaluation and non-
valuaticn of the work performed. by women in +his labeour
sector. These women are not enumerated ag female workers -
part of full-time - in the census. Census of India 1971
classified workers by their main activity and secondary
2ctivity. If 2 person's main activity is 3ttending to
household duties, alsc 2ngages oneself in some othear
economic activity such as helping in family cultivation or
preparing cowdung cakes for sale ete., that econemic .
activity will bs covered as secondary work.  Secondary werk
is listed for all who are entered as workers or non-wockers
under main activity. A number of unpaid family workers
participating in the household enterprises, who might have
returned themselves mainly as houscshold student or returned
under the question of worker or non-worker for ‘their main
activity are netted here for their economic activity. &4ll
the women who are entsred as woerkers in their secondary
2ctivity are measured and their work duration and intensity
1s ascertained then it is possible to use this data for
gvaluat’ ag contribution by women workers. A sample .study
of different subsidiary work by women to arrive at the
average figures could be the measuring rod of the contri-
bution of women workers. Howaver, the census takes note
cf subsidiary activities which are regular in nature.
-1t does not include the ad-hoc and irregular work done by
women in particular-and all engaged in informal sector in
genaral, Further, Final Report of National Income Committec=
February 1934 , notes that "the social system creats
difficulties in the enumeration of women workers, as many
people feel shy in recording their wives as workers for
reasons of prestige" (6). The situation has not changed
much since the last three decades. For reasons, othar than
soclal, women are not recorded as workers. This factor
of under recording or non-recording makes census dara not
¢f much help in estimating tle contribution of female
labour in irregular jobs. All the category of work dene

(€1 Finzl Repert of National Commission on Census,
Februarry 1954,
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by women in informal labeur market does not go unrecorded.
Worl: 1ike bamboe basket making, grass bottle cover making,
or in urphasn arsas bidi rolling, sewing buttons etc. on

ready made garments,. may get recorded as secondary

activity by wemen, However, while valuing this work, the
absence of an appropriate yard stick is noted. Each of

these activities need to be given values. The earnings

or wages or rates of remuneration paid bay be under
valuation of their contribution to producticn, because of
the presence of, monopscny el&ément in the purchase of goods
made by womel cr monopscny element in the purchase of labour
of women in informal sector. The goods which have export

" market fetch geod foreign exchange. Labour engaged in the
producticn cf such goods have to be wvalued by an appropriate
shadow price. '

Women working in their homes incur costs., samne
measurable in terms of meney and some not measurable with
money yvard stick. Yet all these costs needs te be accounted
for whnile valuing the work done by women.. We have also
noted that women's income are spent on family consumption
and investment on education. Such allocaticon of earnings
result in long term gain teo society. It is 2 contributicon
to Mational welfare, which rarely figures in tke GHP of a
country 211l the wvaricus dimensions of women's earmings,
make it difficult to apply a single technique of measuriag
it. Job evaluation, census enumeration, sample surveys, wWill
have to be combined to arrive at an approximate figure of
contributlon by women.

Existing Secondary Sources of Data

s pointed out earlier census classified workers
on the basis cof main and secondary activity. Women who show



thelr main activity a5 household, are shown as having
secondary activity if they are engaged in one. . However,
the figures do not indicate the durstion per week or per -

. g3y ©f this activity. Hence it is not roszible to use

these figures to arrive at any epproxinate value cof
contribution by women in informal sector. If one has to
make & start with such 3 task, then an average valus of
WOIk per person has teo be imputed and caleulation of
women's contribution by arithmatic processss is.possible..

-Yet such figures would be-reugh irdicators of -the work .

contribution by -wamefl in irregular and "dd-hoc.weFk to

been looked into,”” '

- GNP. However, thé~$cqpéf£9rlgéinéf£hg'NSS;reﬁarﬁaﬁhaéx_f

N.5.5. 32nd rourid = Employmént and unemployment

"S0rvey was examined to find the scop€_for using the data’

for me@suring the women's-contribution im irregular.

--economic activity. “This Ns5 round report conéideraqagﬂg;den

persen as employed if he had worked -even for ‘oné héur
each day during 2 reference pericd and if working for’
one hour and less than 4 hours then he was considered -
as -working for half a day "and-if & -person worked for 2
hours or more then he was considered as working for full
day. Though this informatich is available sexwise it
it noet of much help in ouf-present problem to classify
the womeu workers on the basis of their nature of S
employment. However, this 32nd round only suggests that
a2 gimilar survey * cover the women working in informal
labovr market will be = feasible proposition. .
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WSS 25th round* presents data relating to monthly expenditure
per househcld, annual receipt class in rupees of small cultivator
household and wage earners household (weaker section), The monthly
expenditure of the household when multiplied by 12 give annual
expenditure which is fo be compared with the anmual receipt of the
class, When compared we note that annual expenditure far exceeds
ther receipt.of"the class.” -This ekcess .needs to' be aceounted for,
As most of the women:in informal labour sector belong to this
class; we could assume that thiz gxpenditure in excess of receipt
18 met by household nonm marketed activity and by income frem labour
participation in informal work. It can be pointed out that most
. of These households are indebted, the axcess expenditure is met _

by taking loan. Howewver, it is. relevant to note that the differepnce
15 guite substantial %o be explained by loan factor. Taking into
account the asset base of this section, it is possible to assume
ckhat all the excess expenditure cannot come from loari, it has to

be, to a great extent met by productive activity by women and
children of the household, This NSS round pertains te roral
sector. There iz no corresponding survey for wwban sector. Hence
even the NS5 rounds completed uptil today, does not Sesim to be of
much use in measuring the contributicn of women in irregular
e¢onomic activity,

In spite of the inadeouacy of NSS 25th round, a simple
calculatiecn is presented helow to give an idea of the possible
existance and extent of the contribution of wemen engaged in
etonomic activity of irregular and ad hoc nature,

Annus . income per household and monthiy consumer expenditure
of small cultivator househeold by annual income olass,

Annual It Monthly  Anngal T - E# Estimsted Ho,
Receipt Income Consumer Exp, of HH
class in Rs. Exp.Per  per HH '

Rupees H.H.

Less ;San 193.63 58.36 TC0.88  -506,A8 7876
300~599  462.82  102.34 1228.08 -765.p1 27751
600999  814.18 113.20 1358.40 =544, 22 81001
1000-1999 1398.89 145,59  1757,00 -358,11 138322
2000-2939 2382.85 195,08  2350,96 + 31.89 27000
3000 & IBYBL2T 26448 | 31y

2909, 3183.52 +604, 75 112 50
411 Class 139, 32 203250

Bource: Tablie ZoTh and 2,24 NS5 Z5th Rourd JULYIST0-Juns 1971
(Rural Areas)

*Income~Expendliur e
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ithe Secondary Source data is not much useful in giving
a more oy le:s exac” value ¢f women's work in informsl sector.
If at all secondary source 15 used, it will indicate roughly
tihe existence of and magnitude of contribution to GNP by female
workers in informsl sector. A sample survey, with the cobjective
of messuring the value at issue is called for, It is possikble
to gpecify the aspects and srea which the survey must cover. This
survey will have fto be lbasically in two sections -~ (i) rural and
urban, In each section number of types of activity ass to be
taken up separately. A sub-section ca, (i} carry home work,
(ii} domestic work, (iii) purchase order work etc. Further
clazgifying them on the basis of skill inveolwed in each-work.
The ztudy has fc include collection of data on time dusposition
of women engaged in informal work. Such survey will previde
information on average number of hours spent by women in each
region or srea of survey, As most of the work dene by low income
group women is of unskilled type, the denomination for measuring
has to he proportion of golng which rate cerresponding te the
average hours of work. This wage rate is to be used for arriving
at the total conftribution in money terms. In arriving at a
remunerationrate, Jjob evaluaticon ftechnigue would be of help,
eepecially in case of purchase order work given by the manufactur-
ing firm. This would mean, a large group of experts have to work
to complete thiz task of job evaluation and it is also a
sophisticated Technique used in big indusftrial corganisaticn.
Smzll scale and unorganised sector fix wage rate on the basis of
sup.aly demand forces, Hence, it will be better to use the prevaii-
ing wage rate for unskilled workers to estimate the contribution
of women .orkeps.

Conclusicns:~ Mpst of the economic activities are low technology
and minimun capital using ac<tivitics,. VWomen participation in
this sector could be much higher, specilally amongst low incoms
group. In the study of 3 slums as mentioned earlier, it was
found that nesrly 30% of the household had women werking in
ad~-hoc znd irregular income activity., The femsgle participation
in work force is arcund 11% as per the 1981 census figures.

The lzbowur supply function in this informal labour market is
very elastic., Hence the wage or earnings is very low. The work
perfcrmed by women in carry-home work, in certain activities of
Menila Mandsls, in hasket weaving or grass hettle cover making,
the work iz for men i.e. the provider of werk are meh, Sush men
women relaticnship will keep the status of women cepressed inspite
of participating in income earning sctivities and income
generating activities. The economic activities are at the final
gtage of productiion process, for instance packing, pasting
labels, rolling papads etc., Hence the econemic significance of
their work is low and such activities are not able to generate

a process cof employment multiplication., Finaily, the wvery
contribution of women in ad-hec and irregular work is ignored., 4
detziled survey of time disposition of women, the work done for
income, the nature and duraticn of work stc. is what seems to be
recessary for zvoluating the contribution of women to GNP in
developing countries,
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_ The low labour force participation rates (and unem-
ployment rate Is alsc low) of Indian women compared to their
male counterparts have been a matter of great concern and a

. subjeet of current debate. Over the pest few decades, om

the face of it, the work force participation of the Tndian
women appeared to be on the declineg. According to the ITn-
dian censuses, it declined from 33.7 percent in 1911 to
€3.3 percent in 1951. The 1961 census estimsted the femals
work participation rate as 28 percent,; whereas, according to
1971 census it was only about 13 percent. Of course, it is
well known that the main resson for the participation rate
being very low in the 1971 ¢census, is the peculiar definit-
1on of 'worker' adoptsd in that census.

The National Sample Survey (WS5) has besn earrying
out nation-wide Enployment-Unempl oyment SUrveys more or less
on a regular basis covering both rural and urban areas since
its 2th round survey programme. Buk the survey was discon-
tinued in the rural asress from the NSS 18th round though in
the urbzn aress, it continued upto 22nd round. The survey
was re-started in 19v2-73 (27th round) under & quinguemmial
data collection programme of the National Sanmple Survey Or-
ganisation {(NS80}, the latest in this series being the re-
peat survey during 1977~78 (32nd round}. Based on the data
collected in thess surveys, estimates of work Participation
rates as well as unemployment rates for wamen have been gen-
erated. These estimates, apart from the decennial census
estimates, provide material for studying the trend of the
women lzbour force participation over the period 12680-1877.
In Tzble (1) are given the percentage of women 'working' and
‘unemployed' as estimated from the different NS5 Surveys.
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Table 1 : Percentage of women 'working' and 'unemployed'

to total women (Source

: NSS Report Nos.14, 34,

52, 62, 63, 85, 100, 103, 114, 127, 152, 156,

157, 163, 166, 181, 190

214 and Draft Report

No.298

Percentage to Total to
NSS Reference Working Unemploved _
Round Period of Survey Period aural Urban Rural Urban
1 2 3 4 5 6 7.

4 April'52—Sept.'52'long period 33.79 153,16 0.4 0.12

' (say 1 year) . ’

6 May'53-Aug. '53 one month 33.03' 14.96 0.02 0.23

7 Oct.'53-March's54 ~do- 3l.46 14.54 0.08 0.32

9 May'!55-Nov. 55 ~long period 26.56 11.58 0.06 0.36

- (say 1 year)

10 Dec.'55-May'56 - one day 21.15 11.58 0.57 0.51
11&12 Aug.'56-Aug.'57 ~do- 2l.12 12.00 2.z1 0.83
13 Sep.'57-Mar.'58% ~d o~ - 11.73 - 1.23
14 July!'58-June '59 one weeck 24.04 11.30 2,62 0.43
15 July'59-June '60 ~do- 21.61 11.56 1,97 0.83
16 July'60-June '61 ~do- 25.92 13.25 1.80 0.30
17 Sept'61l-July '62 -do~ 20.27 10.49 1.89 0.36
18 Feb.'63~-Jan. '&4 ~do- - 10.20 - 0.25
19 July'64~June '65%* _do- 24.66 10.11 2.10 . 0.24
20 July '85-June'68 —~d o= - 10.09 - 0.26
21 July '66-June'67%* _do- 27.29 10.65 1.24 0.00
22 July '67-Junc '68 ~d 0= S - 1220 - 0.29
27 Oct.'72-8ep.'73 1long period ' 37.53 15.53 0.18 1.00
(say 1 year) -

32 July'77-Sep.78%** One wook 32.60 14,24 1,90 1.44
last 365 28,82 14,03 1.68 3,30

days (38448) (17.80)(0.79) (2.52)

one week 26,90 14.22 1,18 1.75

one day 22.56 12.46 2,28 @ 2,12

Notes: * No survey in the rural areas.

*¥% The estimates for rura

ted household surveys.

1 arcas are based on integra-

¥¥*  Figures in the parenthesis are the estimates ad-
justed for marginsl workers.




4

3

While comparing the figures thrown up by the differ-

~ent survey rounds, one should keep in mind whether (i) the

data collected, based on which the estimates were built up,
had the same reference period (ii) the concepts adopted
were same and (iii) the survey period covered were one full
year to take care of the seasonal fluctuations. For the
14th and subsequent rounds, the estimates presented are
based on a reference period of 'one week' (though for the
27th and 32 nd rounds, estimates based on 'usual status'
and 'one day' reference period are also available) and,
therefore, in that respect they are comparasble with one
another. The estimates thrown up by the earlier rounds
(upto 13) are not strictly comparable with the later ones
as the reference periods for data collection in those rounds
were 'one day', 'one month' or a 'long past' and therefore,
may be treated only as indicative of a broad pattern. As
rogerds the definition adopted for 'working', it remained
same over the rounds (14 to 32) for the reference period
'one week'. But for the 'unemployed' there were some veri-
ations in the definition adopted since the 13th round. For
the 13th round, an 'unemployed' was one who sought or was
available for work on all the days of the week. For the
17th through 22nd rounds for the Urban Lobour Force Surveys,
'unemployed' were those of age 14-59 years and currently
sought full time work during the reference week, whereas for
the remaining rounds 14 to 16 and 27 and 32 any person who
sought work or was available for work any time during the
reference week was treated as unemployed. Regarding the’
coverage for seasonal .fluctuations, the survey pericd of the
17th round was not a full year and therefore, might not de-
pict the exact annual average position. While admiting that
classification with reference to a short reference period
$enera11y over estimates 'unemployment' =nd under-estimatecs
employment' and the usual status (or long reference period)
participation rate is more inclusive than the corresponding
current status (i.e. short reference p:riod) rote, in view
of non-availability of the usual status rotes for the ear-
lier NSS survey rounds, a comparison of the 'work' parti-
cipation rates' and the 'unemployment rates' based only on
current status (i.e. the reference period 'one week') cla-
ssification over the different rounds 14 to 21 for the
rural areas and 14 to 22 for the urbasn areas will indicate
a trend. This together with the results of the 27th and
32nd rounds for which three different participstion rates
have been presented will further show that the sbove compa-
rison may not be considered invalid and does reveal the
position over the last two decades.

[




It is seen that among rural females, there is an in-
- ¢rease in the 'work force' participation rate from late fif-
. ties and early sixties to late sixties and a further incre-
ase in recorded for seventies. The estimates throwa up by
the survey rounds 14th through 17th have sheown an erratic
pattern of participation of the 'rursal female work force!
with higher and lower rates generated from the data of the
alternative rounds. But the trend frcii mid sixties cnwards
is very elear - an increase in the rate of work participat-
ion, from 25 bercent in 1964-65 to 27 percent in the 1966-8%
and to 33 percent in 1972-73 - contrary to what has been in-
dicated by the results of decennial censuses of 1961 and
1971. The 32nd round, however,. shows: a,fall in the rate
(27 percent) which it is claimed is' not-s resl fall, but the
result of some mis-~classification due to introduction in
that round of a new activity classification category to
identify separately persons engaged in house work and cer-.
tain other specified activities from those engaged o717 in
house work, :

: As regards the urban women, the proportion of %iis
"employed' remained by and large constant - about 12 por -~
cent during the period 1957-61. But for the period between
1962 to 1966, it appears that the rate has dropped to ahout
10 percent as thrown up by the urban labour force surveys.
Again, the estimate for the year 1967-68 (urban labour forca
survey) was 12 percent and since then an increase has been
indicated by the results of the 27th and the 32nd roundg
surveys which have placed the proportion at 14 percent.

The overall indication therefore, is that there is a tend-
ency towards upward rise in the women work force partici-
pation during the late sixties and early seventies compared
to the earlier periods. : :

_ Looking at the situation of 'unemployment' the per-
centage of unemployed was about 2 percent among rural women
during the years 1958-59 to 1972-78,indicatingupractically
a steady trend, with an exception for the year 1966-67. As
regards the urban areas, a fall in the: 'unemployment' rate
was recorded in the sixties compared to the late fifties and
then a substantial increase in the beginning of seventies.
The estimates thrown up for most of the years in the sixties
were, of course, based on the urban labour force surveys in
which 'unemployed' were defined as only those who were actively
looking for work and in the age-group 14-59. This change of
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definition most likely accounts for the lower estimates gen-
erated for these rounds compared to the earlier rounds. If
this can be assumed, during the sixties there was really no
redyction in the ‘unemployment rate of urban women -compared
to the late fifties. On" the other hand, there was an in-
crease in the unemployment rate since,1968 as revealed from
the 27th and 29ng rounds . survey results.

Comparing the NSS 27th and 32nd round survey results,
it 1s observed that there has been a fall in the female par%
ticipation rates - partiiularly in the rural areas. In both
these rounds three rates have been generated - the usual
status rates, the current weekly status rates and the curr-
ent day status rates. The fall in the Usual status rates
as revealed from the 32nd round survey results had been at-
tributed to the adoption of major time criterion in the 32nd
round for classification of porsons according to usual sta-
tus which exc&uded the ma»r~iral ywarkers from the count of
Telll trarntranag Tanlng this factor into consideration and
thus including the marginal workers, NSS has worked out an

adjusted estimate cT 'usvally working' as 38.48 percent which

is a 1little higher Shan the rate thrown up by the 27th round
survey. The fall in the current status work participation
rate during 1977-78 comparad to 1972-73 has been attributed
to a possible mis~classification of some marginal workers
into the category of house workers due to introduction of a
new sub-category for house workers as ‘engaged in household

- duties and also in free collection of goods, tailoring,

weaving etc. for houschold consumptionS. To substantiate-
this, ‘the NS50 document has furnished an exericise accord-

- ing to which the work Participation rate of rural females
- in the age-group 15-59 (37.59 percent) stands adjusted to

-1 The importance and the interpretation of these three

rates are discussed in various NSSO documents and
other literature. ‘ :

2 Report on the Secord quinquennial survey on Employment
~and Unemployment : Survey results - all India.

~ 3 Employment-~Unemployment situation in Indis during the

~ seventies - g comparative study based on the results

. of the NSS 27th and 32nd round surveys (Sarvekshana,
Vol.3, No.3). : -
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46,71 percent which compares well with the corrasponding
27th round estimate (46.68 percent). It is thus obvious,
that the labour force participation of female is not in
the decline, rather it is on the increase.

The female participation rate is not declining in
the recent years is only one aspect of the issue. The
other most important and debated aspecs 1s the low parti-
cipation rate of females compared to that of the males.

The 32nd round results have revealed that according to
usual status approach for persons of age 5 years and

above, while the male participation rate is about 64 per-
cent, the female participation rate is gnly 31 percent for
rural areas. In the urban areas the rates are respectively
60 percent and 17 percent for males and females. On the
other hand, the proportion of 'house workers! is very high
among females compared to males. It is often argued that

in Targe scale surviys many acuvivillos cerriad ocut by women
and broadly classified as 'household duties' contain ele-
ments of gainful work whieh are ignored or overloocked. Fur-
ther, the women as a psrt of their house work carry out s
certain activities from which the household derives benefits.
These activities though technically not considered gainful,
involve spending of time and energy of women and, therefore,
should also be taken into account and attempt should be made

to appropriately evaluate them. In this context, it is

worthwhile examining how, in the NSS surveys, a worker ac-

cording to current status approach is defined. For current

weekly status approach, a person is considered 'working' if

he or she carries out any gainful activity for at least one

bour_on anv one day_of the reference week. Thus any person
working for one hour at least on any one day during a ref-

erence period of seven days is netted in the work force.

Naturally those who participate in work for less than one

hour on any one day are excluded. It is possislc that a

number of women may be engaged in activities like household
poultry or kitchen gardening etc. whic™ do not require one 7
hour's work on any one day. There are also sctivities like
preparation of gur, ghee, ete. for household consumption or
pounding of cereals and making of cow dung cakes, etc. for
household use which are often performed by a lerge number of
housewives. Irrespective of time spent on such activities,
quite often such getivities are considered. only as part and
parcel of 'house work' and are not separately identified as
gainful work performed by females. There is still a third
category of activities very often carried out by housewives
for family benefits, like sewing, mending and weaving,

.




tutoring of own children, bringing water, etc. which are v

considered non-gainful when performed for family consumpt-

lon. The participation of women in all these activities

are not accounted in the calculation of the overall parti-

i _ ‘ cipation rate for women. It is with the express objective

| to find out the extent of participation in such activities
that in the NSS 32nd round survey, a special probing enquiry

> was included for women categorised as 'engaged in household

o duties' according to usual status. Such women were asked
whether they participsted more or less regularly in the
various specified activities. Table (2) gives the propor#sion
of women classified as engaged in household duties and also
participated in certain specified activities for family
bensefits to total women.

: ]
Table 2 : Percentage of women engaged -in household duties

and participated in specified activities for
family benefits.

Percentage to

> \ —JLotal Womon _
| Spocified Activities ~ Rural Urban
1 ; 2 3
| 1 Free collection of fish, small games, etec. .24 0.80
| 2 Free collection of fire-wood, cow dung, etce. 14.34 3011
i 3 Free collection of any of the above goods 14.92 3.22
| 4 Maintenance of kitchen garden 4.70 - 1.35
; 5 Work in household poultry 11.06 3.11
! 6 Work in kitchen garden or household poultry 12.69 3.98
| 7 Sewing, tailoring, weaving etec. 3.77 6.65
: 8 Tutoring of children 0.48 2.19
! 9 Bringing water from other villages ' 1.35 -
10 Any of the specified activities 21.78 . 12.33

'

It is seen that in addition to women classified as
'workers', nearly 22 percent of the rursl females and 12 per-
cent of the urban females have participated in one or other
of the specified activities. One may think of adding these
} proportions to the estimates of work participation rates to
‘ obtain an upper limit of the female particlpation rates, of
course, after judging which of those specified activities can
be brought within the ambit of 'gainful work'.

W
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But only by taking recourse to this simple exercise

for the purpose of deriving an estimate of the proportion of
‘women performing such activities one would not be =zble to

bring into clear focus the totnl drudgery of the female

-folk experienced in carrying out the so called 'house work!.

Also the sbove estimate does not provide specific informa-
tion on the extent of effort spent on various activities
covered within the broad category 'hov-e work'.

1 SR R .
. It is now being emphasised that for a proper evaluate
ion of the nature and extent of women's effort spent in house

work, attempt should urgently be made by dnta collection

agencies to collect data on 'time-use' in all such multi-
farious activities that every woman has to perform daily in
their respective household.

Regarding collection of data on time-use, there are

- som@ special problems particularly for developing countries

having large agrisultural sector which is subject to season-
al fluctuation ir productive activities. In Indis parti-
cularly in rural arens, as women have to combine 'ﬂouse work?
with other household productive activities, the 'house work'
itself is suhjected to seasonal fluctuation. In consequence,
the collection of +ime use statistics must toke account of
activities performed in different seasons in =a year. Thus
the collection of data must not be a2 one snap-shot survey
but a repeat survey in the same household in different sea-
sons or a continuous survey over g Year to cover different
households in differen® 33asons. -

Secondly, doubts are >ften being raised by research-
ers engaged in women stu<ies that the kind of data they
handle have an inherent or in-built male bias as they are
collected generally by mnle investigators snd that too from
male respondents as proxy for their fe.ale members. 1In the
case of time use- statistics for which women will be the res-

- pondents, the necessary of engaging female investigators is

almost imperative.

Under the pPrevailing socio-economic cultural environ-
. ment obtaining in India, it is doubtful whether at the macro
i 1er1, the design of a repeat survey by female investigators

H‘i(‘
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to collect data on time-use in different activities coming
within the scope of household chores can be fitted into our
statistical system. :

4

There are also other deeper problams. The use and
integration of time-use statistiecs in ~ny statistical system
would be deemed purposeful in a situation when there is some
social sense of time or when time spent or wasted is rated s
in economic value terms. In countries like India which are
confronted with the problem of declining land-man ratio,
where particularly in the vast rural areas enormous man
power remain under utilised or often mal-utilised, it is
doubtful if the total environment is conducive to the deve-
lopment of either a social or economic sense of time among
men and women alike and more particularly among women. To
put pr~cisely, we doubt the reliability of the time-use
statistics collected in terms of hours snd minutes as it 1is
felt that whether in the vnst rural areas time is really
measured in terms of hours »nd minutes. With great effort
put, the investigators can at best collect data in terms of
'full'y 'half'® and 'nominal' day even though the hour or
minute content of a full or a half day may be different for
different persons depending on how busy or how idle the par-
ticular respondent is.

It is, therefore, very important that before toying
with a new idea at macro level, some experimental enquiry
at micro level should first be attempted to understand the
full implications of organising a survey on time-uce stati-
stics on a large scale. This note of caution is recorded

as %n a vest country like India, it will be a costly experi-
menve.

Last and perhaps the most impor“ant obstacle which
will stand in the way of smooth collection of time-use data
is the kind of response one expects to get from the women
respondents, from whom detailed time~use statistics for
different types of activities she performs hove to be ex-
tracted within a reasonably short period of interviewing
time. The investigators crn be goaded to perform the in-
vestigation work by administrative fiat, but it is doubtful




'tfwhsthar he rural respondents can efford spanding much
L ,,;:' alk with the. mvestig

i spondents belonging to.the eli}i :
‘ "7 ‘afeas may c¢lose their doors even ‘efore the 1ny 53‘&3 '8
ecan fulxy explain the purpose of the 1nve§tigaﬁian.
i . ; . \ . ..
A1l these details havs to be crrefully sorted. out i
b “énd trieﬂ out in micro level pilot studies before ong .- o
¢ ries collection of time-usg. statistics from women r98s \
. . péndants at a macro-level ’ P : .
: * I P
Tha author is aeeply indebted to Shri Sudhir
o Bhattacharyya for his valuable guidfance in ‘
;,;fi';j the prepqration of thls paper. L i vzg e
. . ' . #7
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