.

GANDHIAN W O MEN'S
= WORKSHOPS

R
w2
K &
M
Cy
[ 3
i)
.




s
!
:

1.
2.
3.
4.

S.

Bangalore Workshop Proceedings

Profiles of Gandhian Women

Ah'mcdibaa workshop npart

Summary of Bangalore & Ahmedabad workshops

Kausani Workshop Report




MR

1. o ldmeify critical issmes velowsnt oo wooen,
omtaxt pf sotdal wmd eccncemia transhonwvaetion
in IsMap ' '

2. o mfiart oo tho expariesses accwwlstad by
partiaipats in voIking vith weman wivhin a

- dn m“.miﬂamqm .

&} provides instrwmests, wethodnleglies
Sor than: whe wizh ® work with psople
Epation -~ 4 doys
Earkicinanty

Weoan constrective workars as well g raseatchars,
Noadly gubseridng to the Gandiimn apprusciv &0 rewrlwtion,

Prensyations

Each participent will vrite down what kinds of fromtier
i ssues they hav? easpumbersld ghlile werkiag with people in
their own envircnment., Waat kinds of contradictions, dilommas,
pressures’ they have come acrags wieh has medo then ﬁt oo
reflect on what the women's movemest im India fe all sboat, They
might also like to assess thebr own contribdution of a wowen's

comoonent within the overall context of thelir wesk i soe whet

chénges would be required if they were going deepsr into tdw issues.
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Mnhmm'!u-mi by shari
CODRCE Axpattfasons a9 YRS -

M.w“-mh“uuum ag Sagabiyy,
We ashste qertain commen facksym

{a}) Yeswan

s} Vorning within Genthimn Institatises

{a} Werking within and ostetlda owr facilias.
wdlmnthnlmnnmu-mu_
1 it Siffesent fxem pop?

I wihal way'?
whay?

is thera sonithing thakt sesds v be dene within u-lutdd-

d Lo w sumexling &6 do with ows bedng womon?
Our baling R vasens?

In other words what 1s the slemant of Gendhi and wemon
i thds? .

Wk ogr vislen of & Jung uﬂm aocliecy?

RCIROE TF

If v wre sbie to Iully share our thoughts sad prodlema sieh
Mommnmumimuwhwhwm
Mkw&amafuﬁnhrthmﬂnm_

yr  Faould be go om mmm raflacting aad
- baildteg onr own anlidarity.

Fow may times more

Row skructuomed

L
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Tals wethebop $s for N3
- InT ws Yo - ousee] :

'mm“ﬁhﬂﬂn-ﬂlumm
We shyrw osrtats comaes fagtoye

(a) Yemen
zg Vorking within Gandnise Ineklitations
Working within and cwtgide ser fandliem.
n&dlﬁuﬂn&lm“mﬁm-nu_
hmmm-w_-

In whet way?
wig?

l--Mmuummu-h“ﬂMﬂWh-
ou'pelves beomige of thigl

Mnd 1g oy aomathing %o do with our badrnyg wamen?
Cur belng b wenent

in othel words what is the slument of Cendhs -l weman
In thias¥

What poup vislos ©f & jewt and peaceful soviety?

$a

12 va are shils te fully shers cur theughts wnd probless vith
ebch 4ther asd g0 #0 %¢ stap 4 thaa ve may be bie to even
chalk owk  opixse of actiss for the ocurwelves gEoup.

Dyt fheuld be ge oa ferther intemally reflectiog avd
buildicg our own soliderity.

How nany Limes wore
T



Gandhijl, threwgtost his peblic 1ife presched agyaisst the
*ongs done €6 women In the neme of law, trodition ond ewen -
religion. Swme of the public statements be mads Fegerding women
are worth meationing md dlseoseing,

ﬁnmﬁmm.h.mmm.n!“'lﬂm In
By opinice sbe should labour weder no lagal dlsability not seffered
by man, 1 ghould treet the dumghters sad sous on a footing of
perfect equality.”

“¥an has comvertsd her into a domestic dredge sod oo
instrument of his pleapsre. The resmle iz & somiparalysis of
our society™,

“Po we this demestic slawery of women is a gymbel of
ouvr bearbarism, It ia mhmmMmundmfruu'
from this incwsiws, Dossstie work owght not to take the whale

of 3 vam 'y timo™,.

*“Today, thw scle sccupastion of women EDgst Bt wag
supposed o be W bear children, to lcock after her 'msbawd md sthel
vise to drudye for the househeld. Thiw wvas 2 shema., Xot only was
'MﬂﬂMhMﬁdmmmmmm
as & labourer %0 earn wages, though she worked herder thap men,



ghe was paid lowe",

mmmmﬂmmm'-MMm
goals that vaderliie vomen’ a strwggle for liberstien, agquality
sad deveiocphnt, MM(ummwml
fresdiom from nppmniqn-lmlm ot only aquality bt ﬂ_u
the Fight of women %0 ZYyoedom of sholce wad the pover o Son-
mm-:mmmm Sech eontrol feminists olwim
i.-mtﬂumlmn!mw-dmm
Svery vomal,

Gar 215 was convinewd thet 1if s struggle agaiust Lo
jiisum ad mogralivy hag o e fought, with m—wllm L3
wwes will have a grastsr rele to play.

Candiiji aleo Beliaved, ax mmy Wt vl aters now
4o, tho: Jevelopment gannot take pluce without the sctive imvolve—
-t nﬂpﬂtlm of weamen, Mw thin iz scceptad in
priseiple and is sephasined in the sizth Five Yasr Plas, its
implemsgtation mesms nsjor changes in sttitudes, egeal access
to s@ocetion, health, and econeaic opporwunitics and zocial
and political swpport.

1 nope we con discuas In ¢ils samloar how vo m presote
Gandiblil Ldess and covvictisns regarding the role of women in
families and in sccieal wnd seonemic activitdas.



ta-nu)
{Rreedicast OCt. 2. m*!.mmi
October Ind, the day in 1969 that Mohandas Earaschanad
Toadhi wom born fe to ae the most impertmt deg in tha Year,.
- If one Wellioved in the offewt on humen destiny of Aiffecemt

r

| steller cosbinstions them ome world prebably sak = what kind of
enstpllation of forces was it that wsherad the M reh of asch a
fantagtic oan? o

MMIMGrmwmwmhmm-mm
m;mznunw mumm-m Indian
weaen would have bewn in socth o @we of dorkmess today, that
Mﬂgﬂm&mhmhﬂ“tbwmhﬂmdmﬂﬁru!..

Gundii)i’s style-or the way of he wedged mmd cajoled Iodimm
soaiety to 40 what soems to us imdey, ummmmw
fepossible — Sa best Sageribed 1n snecdotes.

Thers was thio time in 1930 - when alongwith the palt
satyagraha, picketing against foreign taxtilas and ligquer wae
started, Gandhifi fornd. that the mpvonent was not gatheriag
encugh romentun. Re decided them to sddress himself to the women.,
His eall wan mswered - for exarple in Dalhi wmder the leadexship
of Srimsthi Sstyawati Vidyalenker = Dalhi's £irst womsn Satysgraht .
a group of women walked down Thandni Chowk dstribwting beaglos
ts the mony mbd 2phing them to wear these bhaglos md stey ot

hee = Bg now, the women werse toking over the mocveant,
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Thie incident come 20 ba known as the "Churi Aodolen®.
It cabght fire — woman and girls jaft their sheltered lives md
bagan to onUXt arTesk by pickating iigquor shops. |

Whoenewss a lesder in thelr comzvalty was crasted, Swr
would esrganise 'a dsy of sourning’. They donnwd saffron roba,
‘the eclour of ascrifice’ oo show vigibly that thay were prepsied
tn wuifer f40¥ his csise. In twoa, in threes, they zat down on
Chalire plecod before stoos selling 4rogs, lioor or M; they
vleaded with pant wio Come to Duy at thaze shope, e glve theldr
‘monay ingtaed tn Sendid., YWhen risading M4 not gwall, tﬁoy.
flang them-slves across the thregholds, Jdering the men to wallk
ovYer thﬂi_!' Sedl as.

1vr was acRething sevcE knoen bafors in Indie, Sut mooey
wag being gathared by thisx arny af women, Fighting with ieg own
vorsicn of Satysgrahs, Thay welt o prison sheerfulily.

Thers weds ooden wonen, like Jawaharlal Sehru‘s wife,
Famla and hig own young siaster, Krishne. Put there ware ctherg -
vives and daugbters who had lived in purdah all their lives.
There wos & story tonld of one young mar wis, sleven before,
hed marrivd without seeing his vife's face nor she his, wntl]
after the cerempny. He had come hom laitely to find hia wife and
his mother both jailed for participation In tha tax war, He was
ohwerfully leoking after the twe bablas mi.!j che houvse wntdl hiy womer
folw would be released, |
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 OBce women were dram ouwt of their homes — ineo the aces
of the strwggle, once men 90t used to women working with them
" in iwportant and risky teaks the womes ware nuﬂpitnd -
‘emamcipated Eru-l the grestest source of enslvement, ritedey.
It 18 the sttitude of man to what weend can 8o and cught to dos
the attitule of women to themselves, their own roles oud its
' ml the attitude of samaj, the socisty te whet 1s right snd
what 1a vECE] in curtain types of bahwsvicur that can criorle — es
much as it can liberete, a soaiety.

Later durimg the thirties aad forties it saemed but natural
that woaen were slected to positions of asticnal importance, The
fole of Serojind Maldu dering this pertod - her being apooisted
succeamr to Gendhiji as President of Indian Ksticnal Congrese -
ia wall m. The ancrgance of Abasuyasbeln Sarabhel as &
labourlesder, president of the first trade union in India, fg
mother equally significant but probably lees known eveat. There
vare mi‘eu of other woaen who became leaders dering this ara wder
the inspiration of Gendhijd.

Sarcjini Neidw's address in 1935. as Prestdemt of Congress ia
. ué:th quoting as it 20 beautifully typifies the particol ar grace
or atyle thet Indian wewen have been motsd for -— ghe sgids

"1 who hawe rocked the crodl® .uec.]. Who Lave
g soft ljullables ..q0l, the wblew of Mother
India, sm now to Xindle the fisme of iiberty,...

In elocting me chief amont you, through a peried
fraught with grave fissues med fateful decisionn,
you have reverted tc an cléd tradition and restored
to Indien wonen the clagsic enoch of our country’s
_hil‘hﬂl?-' : . .
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Thmughout Indla, =st 5 wveman in » hmdmﬁ_ could ready
child marrisge, nurdah, iﬁ rmtu arees of the covatry, sven
attee wers ptlllpractised. Put by the wish of Mabhantes Gandshi
h:ln&l! 4 woasan whose detien vere those eof vlf- g mother
was i:cr.'npr hia »lace.

Bhu gave ber heart to Gendhiji's ufo-tm !lt the
mm of her axistence was alvays her cwr home, her l'n-hand
and ¢hildren,

But what of the women, wiho locked ufter Gandhiji, him
mrmnﬂ 1ife mad Ms neads? It is in th.f.s area thae Gmdh:lji'
behavionr snd “sxporiments wich truth® hyre boen the subiect of

EDRe controwersy mmongst scholars snd Gaadhiane.

Gandhijl himself eonfesses that hie trestment of Mastorba
vag tyraannical. He edmits to bring like most Indisn x=en, wvmting
complete workshop and subservisnce by their wives. His greatest
preblam, howevor, was that Kagturba had a mind of her owm, was sn
indomitable apirit. Ihe 414 not protest but her sccentence was
Of the kind through which Gandidji received the moat significent
mnﬁm cf his 1ife. To pox i€ In hig own norda:

“fuch Al scinline in nun—'ﬂnlm as 1 have hed, uas

given at home, by my wife. I used to be a trrant,
but oy tyranny was the tyranny of love®,
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"l uged to let loose my agrr on her. 1 had a

ncticn it vas ber dury to ocbey e, her lord

and magtar, in everything. I literally mado

1ife a hell for her., changed sy restdence, rrescribed
her drase, forced her, BOought up in an orthedox '
ftarily where Untouchability was practisged, to

aCCept Foslems snd Untouchebles in her husband's
me. Aod I sade hexr serve them, regordiess of

bher sbthorcance..,..Har unresisting meckness orened

ry €¥es. It begen slowly to dewn on me thae 1 had

no such prescriptive rights over her, and Lf 1

waited her obedience, 1 hed to persuade her by
petient argument, and she thus become my teacher

in Saryagraha, oon-wvinl ence, * :

Crver the yesryg Kasturba grew not enly @ mdiratmd thar

mizsice oo which he was seized, but &= participate in 1t, like
2 seascned collesgue. '

In 1542, whan Qan®niji wes atrested cn the ve of hia
lamnching mazs satyagrahs - Kasturba decided tc address the
weeting in My place, but was aloe arrested. Sha sent 3 seonaje
which i1h inspiging both For iea sirmlicity .md ity ecwmmdtoments

it said: “Oandhi roured out hla heart before you
: for twe and a hslf hours In tha All Ipgdia
Congreas Commfttee moeting last night....
- ¥hat ean 1 add o that? All that reraing
for va is to live v to hip jnstructions,
Ihe weaean of Indis have to orove thelr
mettle...They shcold all join tn vids
strvgyle irreapective of caste or crecd...
bor watchword sust rewain, Truth and Ben-
Viclemce™.,

Several 1“Wmﬂ'ng quasticos ewerge cut of this relge
ticnship Detwran Gandhiji and Xasturba = itg tensions as well .u
" its sublimaticn &var tioe,
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For exarmple could Gandhi have moved this country
in so many directicns, inm such = revolutionary way, if he had

beeni less zevere and more sccommodating to his wilfe and sens?

This question 13 not as ramote and speculatl.ve as it
may appear at first sight. In my opinion it has urgent rel evence
to the problems of social chenge in ‘the India of teday, ana I
shall é::-rplain why I think so.

Gandhiji and Kasturba belonged to the privileged classes -
those that had wealth or power, even ifin modest weasure, Like
of his class, Gandhi was selzed with the desire to téke up the cauvse
of the poor and the under-privil eged.

But unlike others of his class His technique reguired re-
gorous gelf discipline. He wanted to 1dentify himself totally with
the oppressed, - 1live with them, like them - feel a part of them.
He not only leamt from these experiences but also drew out of
them his;;pmgrme_si ‘Again, whatever programmes he wished to carry
out he tried them out in his own life, on himself and hié fanily
first. |

He ﬁanted that privileged classes - the leaders - to change
thelr attitude to untouchabllity by doing thelr own scawvenging,
taking wntounchsbles into their homes. S5 he insisted that his fanily
.lead..the way. It was the same with austerity, simplicity, Kasturba

had to be the first to shed her Jewellery, her servants, her love
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n-f ritualg th:t invelved expense. He felt that the prevalent
tyre of higher edvestion elienated the educated from their vecele -
and wes not necegsary for the tasks before India. 5o he ineisted
that his son Harilal showld not go for it smd the ccnzequent jcb =
even though it destroyed his relationship with Har]lal.

T™his was Gandhnijli’s own soluticn to the problem of self ion-
terest and class cooflict, Through perscnal sacrifice., eapecial].y
of his £em:lljr.; througk demonsterstion and precept he tried to Qo
and his fellow leaders, his cless to bridge this gar between the
havez snd the have-nots = not through confrontation dut fdentifi-

cation, a»nd hence non-viglence,

In my view At is thipg self-disgecinline, this strict adherence
to principles within the household, that 1s the need of the hour
for ugs. How many times have we not wented others to fcllow certain
rules of conauct, which when it reachee our own threshold we are
unwilling teo pr&ctise? Take traffic rules. paywent of taxes,
cleanliness o_f public nlaces, take attitudes to dowry, intercaste
marriage, to our da:ughﬂl:era_-'in-l aw, to untouchabllity, to our
domestic helperz — to our work if outside the house = to os=tenta
tious consuwmticn. We will complain and criticise others for being
diahonest or bigotted, but in oUr own persanal lives we cannot

exercize the self—centrel required to follow the rule.

Thegse double standards that we follow become particnlarly
acute when it comas to our own fanily. The family 1z the most
important lovality in Indian scciety,.
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Genitdii recogoiged, with his ugual extraordinary rercen=
ticn, thee thls was the scrength as well as the Achilles hesl
cr wesdmegs of cur gocliety. Frequently whet mey be justified as
dcne out of concern or devoticn to a mevber of the family may be in
di rect conflict with rublic &Mcm Ha woated ua o rerl ace narrow
faxily laya.‘uuin by loyalivy 'm bigger thinq'n iikt naticnal froeftom,
reducticn of inequalities. econowic independence. Hence his insis-
tence that, bowever nainful, Xasstorba and hig sone follow the strice

test ccle of cvarduce.

For women, this -qinqc cf Gandniji 1 most Ismortant snd
urgent. In Indla women are gtill, by and large, mothaers and wives
| and their devoticn to the fEmily usually cowes first. Jt is they
that cz2n weaken the resoluticon of thelr farmilies tc srictly
adnere £ guhlic-athicq. Ezt by the gare virtoe 1t ig they that
cen emancinate thelr twuse olds from this mmlinﬁ weskness, |

inherited frcw the oast.

Sandhl il sle: gaw this, Ha simed 2t using wemen's strengeh
for the trensfcymaticn of scciety. Mt the zme time he sought
tc move them cut of a circumstance in which they may indulge
thelr weskness — or that cf thelr famitiep. in 193% 1o & letter
he geidx
"I d believe that It ta women's missicn to exhibit ahinga
at its highast snd best. Byt why should 1t be 3 nan
te. move the woran'a heart....I have no urge in re teo
ge about preaching the foctrine to the wvemen of Indla -

It way be thst thers ghall srise one among theke wvho will
be sble v X moch further than I cen ewer hore to do.



For wmen is mors Fittad than man tc make
exvlcorations and take belder actice in Anfmme.
For the couvrage of self sacrifice, women is
any day supcrior to man, a8 J beligwva men is
tc weman for the courage of the brute®.

In ancther lett-r in the Harijan in 194C he gasid:

My contribution to the great probkem lies in
ry rresenting fcr accentance, trutrh and rhimaa
in svery lra;l‘.k of 1ife, whether for individuals or
Azticons. 1 Bhoave hugged the hone that in this
wrmen will e the unguesticned leader and, hawing

thusy found her olace in homan mluﬂcn. will shed her
infericority complex.™

I can £find no better worda with vhich tr ecnclude thas
Gandhiji*s wone lie saids

*5 long ap eonaiderations or caste aml commun] ty
crntinue o weigh with us and rule over choice,

wraen wiil te adwised to remaln aloef and thersby

baild up thalr prestige. The guesticn 1p sz to how
best thie can ba done. Today few wosen take paRIt in
nclitics and most of these 4 net de independant
thinking. They are content to0 csrryoutr thelr parent‘'s
thelr huogbhand's behepstn. Feslising thelir Aepsndonce,
they ory ovt fer wemen's rights. Instesd of doing this,
hovewver, women wirksrs ghculd enrcll women as woeters,
impart or have leparted to them practical education,
teach thex t think independently. releass them from
the cheinsg of caeste that bind them »o0 a8 te bring about
a change in thee which will compel man te relesse places
of mnour,. If they will & chis, they will rurify the .
present unclaan awecsrhere, 50 wuch for women,”™



Brief wwoflle of aarttclszsts omerent at the Ganthisn
¥orkshoo for wonen from 3-6=1981 to GuSa190t.

W —

Haz been irawa to the Saxthias nriacinler m zinoe her 8th
Yesr when rhe net Ganldkiji and ae3e Sampathi hen of har recicus
70ld banglex, She newer sepired for gold cwor aftar, She hae
Pesa inwslwed la prosrawwes for sowea tisce 1921 throuch the
Ealawsii, heal:h care p:aqrmh ¥arhayt Gpimntoy) work. Of
spezial mation Ls hor work with Adivasl wommn £Ir whow she held
haaith =amer anl kroaght aboat. trenendow shanger ia their Living
conlitiond. She rehabllitatel the m-ﬁn@ne whaea throuth Ob-
oparative soclety xt Plapri. She ir settilel in ?‘hhnra&htfa ani
iz current iy \mklm; wl*h Ganihi “marak Hihi, Cantht Fhevan,
Eochral, #une 411029, |

Tw E . PAFWIY AL EA TG

Hall- frsp Ferata and works In ':dlM’htrl alouy s:ith her haakand

at Chetang Vikas, Soparl, carihas, oo rarsl Jeveloors: st schemes for ’
the 300T. he Mas worked with crital chiitren at Fanavari Sowa
Arhran ia Jitar Urajerh mad vorksd with JLfYeresc wwiis oFf etac:chon
agrlicable o wwo=formal odacatinasl orerfvnts on AETI OIS

hoslth nd sgriculcars in tecrihs Mstrist, Jabarashers, -

3. GiA EAD

From a very yousy age =hwe ook to Santhiag way 2l has Eecn cocow pe
fally vorking with wewn 214 Shiliren in +M® rural aress o¢ the
hilly regisns of Kodeaoay worked clonely wilih 5ok, Sarala Gahaa 1t

<aFchil Ashran, Aiwwrar rhe oxdec3 and ~harsd “he SadsMian g rivler
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- and her such experiemiss frtag hor sevaral visits ﬂ:ﬂlaﬂ}

ln 1967 xha took chargs of Lakehai Ashram and cosducte] womy
Bﬂmman and rasdhan w-ts in rhe hilly iistrices of

Fetar Kand insporing young wn asl women o i arvolsys voxrky
among ber schieveawars are the actlve .llfquar ohibition v
ment, orgamieisg block lewel Khaif end w.iuq. industries,

e ucat lonal Y — for youny women, soclal forestry anid
t:hl.m WOVORS T, |

ST o VEHT TATANTH

H

dot Twer Mh.d. froa foons Unlmltf 11 hae worked om ZOC10m
- eQonoMe rarvey nrofect sboat emsloyel women tn Pooas. Ehe ¥
Javolwd in voluavrary soolal sork L9 “wmepers® Cology in Henarsf

Ehavan, Mmachar, Paney asstarity in a livisg proncinle In her
fml]'u

<UMED from & Ganthias famlly of Andhey, Sha ir tha fouxisr Howber
~f Shrl. Jayaprukash Haraia Arhran L3 Gaya aad korked at Gaathi
PMoace Toundatlon at 2elhl anl inwoliwed in the Easdhan Hovamety
at srefent, rhe is worklsg ia Jppal willage 1a Hydersbaly rhe in

relrntvary of F.n.-turttl Ganihl Seva iangan which has adopted 28
villager for lntensive raral dewelopmanty she ir alroc the Prestient
of the Anthre Pradzosh Statoe h@hmttm of Mahila Mandalw,

5.4 . KA 3G T '

 Of the Fori Foondatlon, Lodl Ertate, dow Jelhi. Ie actively

working o0 danagemeat prokblewr of the uw:llud Ieactor in

-
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9.

10,

¥

Aaihre of Toraetry, agrizaltare, hasdilooms zai hoadtsraftey

shie har been st the Inctltuaie o% mlgﬂm:.ﬂ;. AJyas Tl ared

Viriving Frofeseor st tha Inctitate 2Ff Raral “anajeyent, Anani.

Of Fanavesi “ava Avhran, dUrafpur, JeFsp 1w aotively Lavolwed in
the welfare 29 vhe secasle in that comaaslcyy hor mrmh 1z
Basizally in baililay awareness asong the womea £o1% throuwgh
informai selghbouxrly contacte a0d helolag chea Lla colviag their

lay v lay sroblass .

Liph e PHXTT

Fioneering foumtalnbesl S5f 2 dyosaic orgaalsatiom SEWA Selfe
aaploye i romn®s arpocistion in Abms labady with fetgemined
Santis: Iral she has ewolwel SEWA for women wHERSTS y Bngageld

In Homs-base3 praoYactlos, seety weniing, sellisg various sexvices
toee “ber trale miony she hay seccercfuliy orpanlsel the o= |
sperative Geve Eankz rha iz the Gensral Zecretary, Seowa and workal

for 1% ywares 1a Textile Labtour Assdclavion,

§ . CHIRANIAM:

Ir SCasretarys Sraiiioras Trust, Gasdhl ant Village Indtastries ‘

wibiie “harlitable Trast, Yafurair ir actively iawolvel ax an

argeiiser 2f che Rarsl Integratel Jows:lo s~ DLOJra TAS,

LA A Ti¥

Haiir Eipnm ‘u!;xarmshtmr aarriald to Keralite wo ir also g Ganihiasmng

Togethsr thay ave establishe:l -he “sham Grax®, a village accaired

fron ERsodasany witkixg La the areax 0 bavle eduostisa i ow of



11,

17,

L 3

. the willages of Keralap she iz -he Thalrnan of the Tasily

and Thiil velfare ?rbjﬂx“-:tv at Fonlolkil Elock, Toxluctiig Falawadl

3] i:.ruiﬂinﬁ DRTE o

f Graus Charatd, rharsthl Sarvodays Ashras, 2{altallo, Lthary
hap 03 LOmMeIIONs work IMODg woa0d la awakesfay better living
gtastirir In b Lackward nreae of bibarpy ehe (v 1he Feglon
wown Zomdrlinitor Or he ¥shetra Sasacvays canivhis =ha wak

with Jhirenira Fhai s+ Canihigraa for 1§ geagv.

G AR

A THL Ao

Ivwnlivel 13 che Canthlan xwemsne zinoe 1775p workeld vith hox

hyrband Ore. fatwrajan w90 emr alro 3 stausch Ganthiac in

i“¥rratakay 49 1949 =vartal an Inctitution of the “hakkar Fapa

“piwlon ?amﬁtfm in che oytskir:s of Basaloro.
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It 17 unaniwwmrely agroed that plate of wrmew in the Femily

te recoqiary, ¢o jewslop her rpecial qualiriez and her personality.
“hisz poeition ®itt ke changed ast ﬁﬂly..tur' her, bx. for the 001 o7
A adl 12 the wilsr intepert of the Mation Lterelf. 30% of the
popalation Le that of womn a1t asless m; sartizipate in 'f_,hn U=
veloomeat progreame:, howaver madh Ben say TZ¥e they cannot Mhm-
the rerul.r they jesire i3 the v lopme It EOOT ARt «

for swakenlag of wwﬁ pover, *he filea that woasn®s place is
oaly at hows aid she Ir vo look aftar “he famlly asd rear =hiliren
lr 2se 2f “he ctlmalating Blocks=. The aidlis clask wOMAT AZE Almyet
Lazeizoned i1 the four walle of thelr houte. “he lower cClars working
woien and agrisultaral wosen labciarore ac well s the ativarl women
52 Aand work for <helr livelihood without purdha. Eot frv=plite of their
movlay boar cr::w'!.eia the houre withost pardha thoelr ~aboriisate ot Lom
G t?m. fadly iz a0 :ﬁn:gml 2t 2lle The wirklog women, elucated or
unelrate i, have to sge in fach long myars 2f work fov saralog <he |
tivellhood baclles cockiag st home aad takisg up zhe reepoaribility
2Z looklug afiar oo e 323 he Zaally chat chey e lefd with 3o ¢lma

Sor chem:olver a.ge for ~helr aental, =hysionl or zocial Jevelopawnt,

In India Gaadhifl uader:tesd e croarive -ower »f womss mgd
triel ¢o Lriag thon out by swsouraging chea fn d4Sforeat way £0 that
they S0all participate ia oW indepeni:nw mawemoit shoaller to |
cholder with an, Howvaver, sfter inle-Bnicase thie MW MOWEL GOt
by them during thw lnlesenien:n movenest sesw to be Iuindling and
e,hsr e to be agaln chifted back tm che back cormers oF thelr homeos.



The qumes Lo m if L7 sy a - Ltastlon B 2ol wommn
Fa a2 ta -::mt:ihltc to 'oth axtional an? Lntnrna,t.l.smnl EokYe e,

2D that thelr soavislent sower Sl ke wtilliced to :be fall.

ihe masin £oa=00 why e wooass 4re oot akle 1o come out of
che four wallr fo FLAR L.we FiAR of “an, “his foar ie oot retuce i
or rexoved though women aay be working with che asea Ln dffierent
lastitarionwr aal Hifereai fleld of vOrXe Tl resson befn that
from the wery shilihood rbe Le ma e Lo thiak =f her body. Lhe s
tﬂ*atej JEferently froa :he boyr, hor dress and makeap Lr glae
vach that her bolty Io mmtua anl this attracts e a:zveatrisn of
e La religlon, savertalasent and even fn arlizwy ism vo lay
Itfe chlix fast oomes oo 'mrphau.ly'u.mt-tm.

The sexoal rearon for hes (aferlior dorition I- that the Swaily

Lo *rrnateﬂ 3 4 sdkfect and the wommy ar an ot jest.. Thir relatlon
Lo *he Tasllv =acot e called Exlanoed coaxlrtonmi,. Hex OO
Tz lem role 323d her ia-h ler wich zhe preIstiland aoctas gl period
arl Ner razwariblilties o2 looklog after the ~hilleen exrpecially
la & warly a-risd serhax has fdl her t» this noe lvtlonm, Eue ic
1» 2:¢ Omly “me sam who - o e Llamed for thicre Lwen the sothor
Glver diffpeat :reatoen: to a roz asd 1330 8T, ALL the wonan In
the Iaally are wery zach agsinrt giviaxg e2al reatETt to Loys and
glris, My i@ In -arwiag forsl, La fenilay hew to rohonl or Ak ing
thea 10 help in rhe hossohold corom.  Zf Bhis FiAR which may e
2allel, fesar of war iody or fear of man is to ke remowe), the baby
girl iz to be treated ar a child aad moe ap a girl. For this the
followlt: steps =ould ke raggertedem
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Women Pava ¢ be meldc svere of thir by v\uﬂ.nru-'
wvays 313 meanap

':lunqe of heart of mad bty Gandhian weye of thinking

anl aztingy

“hiz work bedng cvhat »f changing the soclery, Co= |
operation of ruach aen, who belisve In the awakeaing
of wimen chall have to be ssuaght fory

The women rhali hawe o ke ovr-aniref at avery
lavely o

Stmnle living shall have to ka Lworeczat Lo <he
mrerEnt ewwlisramea and “hir can be Jowe throush
so-la)l siarations

T 35 avay wich Yowry “wo Eoll methold maeir to
be Tiakon-

)  Soxtlyvsous anl foroeful propaganda agaiaet
Jowry at all lavelsy :

bl ioritive actlon L.o, making the sarriags
deremuy & riaple affalr Ly ~wlebratiog &
wrikor 57 marrlagez in a comson enfal agd
avoliing exhiticion of ooey.

o 2hoat] be gliven egaal opportunities of vork

23! egaal wagmes for oqual work, Ofcouarve, £ wosikile

part “lay jobr may srove worw asaeful fFor chea,

Report resxarel by

TAte RADN, LHADY



Yoau Palrhiker i
Misaja Rani,

f L 1
Fron Hrowwxjoor, the participants Bad
rpottal ot soma dfrzuoes and aroad aruvadxl which 1eandicte action

programmes can ke plagned, They are

Todayss situacions~ It wae umanrimoaely agresd that prerent

porition of Xhaili and other willage lnlmtrisr needx famdamnatal

.1. lmunt-. Vagez anl liviag comlitionr of the latourerr in=
.rnlnd- in theee are low. In the Phadl Indsx:ry, the povition of
the soiwiers iz the wret, “hey jola ar gpinners and comtinue
throaghout their life to be jurt eplonecs. They cammot improwe
thelr ocgupational rkikle and anbility, They have no role nt all
in any declsion makizg process conternsed with their ocoupatlone
They are asconcioar 9f thalr rigite aad opportunities, ‘may of
thez resain Llliterate,

The ctructures ssaociatid with the woxotion -Ff Ihadi village
inlartry aeed to Jdo Lo Japth re=thinkisg sa1 re-lesigalng of stram |
tegies and rocedurer. There howve besi occarsions uhen menie
palations 1o tha Proluction Elgures havn > e Jowm dae Lo the fear
of loosixy cwrclifiel aprroval froa the Mllm._ High lifestylea
and stardaris of the workers (Etaff) in such {mmtitations -lﬁu help

to Adswralise other (mmss) workers in the £islA,

Eefore Inepanicoce turing the fgecfou straggle thepe was &

sary co>agenfial atamphers reqariing awlog ¥hedl and other Swajeshi
producte, Eat after that people ewen Gantian xoclal wirkere have
been becoming less and lexs particular sXout thi;! aspect in their
perromal lives., Yors preschiasg anl lere pracilce goer on thase
Seyv. Regarding village lndustrier like roap making, papad meking



?

l.-"ﬂ wmtoh mking, 4t uas falt that Yeon Tompetition froa laros
soale Jroluction wumits creats UfTLcultior Lo the rale of a3 orolkate,

Profactr aspociated wich Fhadi Village Iajaztrios echames
ofted have wwvel awey £ron the faftial philocophy >f thess 7rolacts
88 wiraalired Ly Tasikifi,. Produces ware t3 be choren (0 matol
the econoale ohilotoghy 9F relf reliance - the closed cirole of
AoIISTLON and coneawtion withia a comaantiy. Today thare are siaces
whape hadli srodastion is sremtel for emwiloyaeat whare the ray

Btorial cnoms frow far auay $tatar anld tihwe aarketc are aleo far WY 4

1la frojacts hawe to fa choren §o Txciffc localer scocrilsg te
the raw miterials an? r¥ille sl Sethets in the iocale.

The Rural marketing Centrer - A ~chene riowmored by +he Hant{a
cralrr Yoard srovide Mrket i yieletn 19 FERITE Loy abeaw.,
‘hey contivae “he CanThias 1ies of srelaction for local cone
st lon, -

The Lhsif Mllags Induastry Procrase =hoalil Ak note of this,

2a vomEd shoall be cives sgel oosortanivles ~F work and ccazl
wags Itr egual worke OF cogrse if semgirle Jart tiae jobs
Yy rowe 0rd wpafil Sop themg

de “he wages aad liviag coadictenr oF phe 20 dwvrgsnies] workerse
Jan be fasrowsl if rolevant rererrah 1F Faciitated and he -
Lawowarions in various wIrkbng t2a0ls Rrought o the GrEs ot
lew:l, “his woald alr~ Wals (o oagke che witking aore orme
fartabie anl sonvanleost fop the labcurerty I+ Le also REcCergsary
5 wabilize aud lic opiaion azalnstc ~he sonEtant irogease Ln
wagqes 431 allowaner for +he Sraanlved ceocrtorp

4, The workers rhoald ta COOELAMLY PACTITEGed LD Eachie moTe
aware oL thelr sitaacions throsch regalsr stulles and 2ow
Cusglonate Thic wosld lead €5 :hedrp ar-ive nartizipatisn 4n
‘T development JEoSerE.  Lhey wrald clowly ctart waking
decirioar fir (hemcelvesr asd thelr werk a3 mnsging the
aZfalrr OF :he fmductry. “his wory {wmportat work oa3ot be
left to crtervotye ectabliched stractares like Eheft Coasdrwion,
Galy coamdtted worker: woili 1o alte o In +hirnp




e
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Thezs chould be public protest acl lanonetrations agetnct
the OFrupt practizes of institctionr teaking ap CoOONIE
PEOUT A0S Yy '

Thexw shoull be wore coanliment -tm Khail ani rwvain-shi in
perronsl lives o€ Casdhian vorkers, Kkhall oan rurvive
only Lf those who wear It 3¢ tho rolsainsg and thone who
3o the spinning also start wwaring Lty

The Momabared intustriss hawe poritive sivantoagss as they
provide coagenial atwcephere for the workerz. But they
have & nagative sspect too la the senee they ke the
workegs wilcerabls and passtve, Whlle purchoeing rew
aetorials and rellisg flolahel products thay wre exploited
1l ye: helplesr about {t. This can bv romedied if the
labouxeres are orgasisred Loto roducare® cooperativer which
oan. ziay key roler in makisg svalisble local rew ecterials,
amkirg e of and lsprovimg local skills sad fecilitsting
iocal xddkx awik comwuwngtiom, This ir noe of the
izyortant sspacts »f Graz Swarajya, ¢hat Gandhi hai

e ived, '

If exports hawe an adveree effect on aational conruzprion
they ~hould be lissoxragel. Preduction nf sxpert gools
for glvixg emplovmaut to wore peonle iz oot alveyw Sorire
abln, Pecasre ia that care thare will e e sal Iowne
in the employasrt ritastion alon: with fluctasiions in
the esasi for thess produstrs in the foreigs saxrkets)

TJije mechariratioz Lia all rach laferrries should be
Yiecouragaed Lf thoy ‘hrow pedple out of ssployasnt and
smvert loTal repairing anl wintsosace of the sgaipmats
Bal to0lE,



Ganthian Womeatr wookehop, Rangalore,

Sar. Raginl Prea

*Harijens® = and their probleas a4 the strociries oo thew
are a cawe of conoara. It s weh Aspreraing to realize that even
though Gn-m;li hal initiated thisking and scticon in this field,

the part 3 years of Indovesderce hawe further coplizutel the
roblonr rather than findtiong t'w oolatiom Lo ha problem,

Harlijanr and the bschwarl sal iopracsel people « have zufferyel
stagaation In calture anl degraiing poverty ower ganeratioss. Hepow
they meed a heipig hend and a special sutritive food U0 get over
the tll=health, How can thizm Jepriwel ractins of the comnanity he
proaght iato the main streas sad male to fsel the Alguivy 1a 11fe?
They shoi11d get the iocity In the fleld o rocial asvtivity anid

LvE - ru;'-.!:'.l,n wirky

Az balleworr in Ganfni®s ijeclogy. Ganfhisnr weal ©0 load the
aowemi: of tringlag the Ssprived rection of tha comsanlty ta the
saln stream with Algnity. ~“he probless idastifisl in the Flall arst=
Bergrygtloas: Revervatioor werw m:ale with the motrivation of glving

rpacial care to the Iapriveld class, Eut the esperiencte hes Yeea
dicappointing. Ressrvations have peovel ta kes

1) hinlrance in the aixisg of two ztTexmy
2) npriving the goswunity of ralf-rorpect and Sgnitys
.} ] mxing the cowmnity essy=going, laxy aal desanilng = oot

caring for Loeresning the wvork-of 'iciency or enriching
the life with mral valoesy

4} contcibatel ¢ the dewelopmaor 5% Xifferent anti=Hariisa
fromtr etd,
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L] elitical partiar hawe boen banking upon tbis typw orf

&) Paiiticel parsiew are mking ore of the phywicel »uffere
iog Of tha Seprived o sncoawrege conflicts and wioclence
i% the society to galn strength £3r thelr party to g
Beroy t™e other sartiss® organfiratiom, :

Jgbxirging: of skills for the abscrption ioto the Iarger family.
Thouch thare v a sizcere Jeesire i:u proagta the Jenrive? Lla

various fielis, the canitimter are g0t £ound to be Ln suffictent
mster OF thatr rskEll I3 lacking or the Juzire to work hard anod

cCoOM O, Ls lazking,

} Mon-Harijane* sttiinies hewe changed very
little a3l the warlowr wrong practiocess i3 persomal asl fandly

1ifs of thwe -d!lt;xl.'!.ui mwinel a8 they were to an extasnt both the
cultarss hewe heea horitatiag o iz,

Reolpoementy or ﬁbul.lnh!.ng of the oocumation or skills rerpowikle
for the seggrwgation of a rection of the coclety ls Decessary
fox romyyl e the stigme atisched 10 a conranity. Evt the com

rollary ir that +OUDEYow & Bow rectisn is likely to galn &

eladlar rtiges and Jesriwvatiom, as the functions are not in resbMity
indfi-rencalle ooae,

ager Such projectr again provent
the Jevelopmeat of ‘lowe, affection and anlarstaniliasg saong the

Kaziiaze and aon-barijans or otherc,
3aorived)

Afver osharing the experience in the fisld, from J{FZforant
regioar, *ha solitions fel: to Lo Fawrikle wares-



3 -

1)  Cos partakes i3 tha menial jobs with e ldsa of
glviag prestige to the Job a5 well ar reduciag
the maed to create eaploywat round such eysantisl
Emt“:-

{2) Planr for the uwliftwok of tha Jepeimwmd = iacope
aedxzaticn for cultural chaoge and mmtng
up ’:}l the skille,

{3) waile giving hwipiag hand to the Barijane, it i
aEsarel that the beis will 0t taka sway ‘he
inttiative or drocoursge the devalopmear of work
afficiancy among the Jgroude

{il Dmlm are created vhers non-Harijsse and Hmjm
1ive 231 work together.

Gali=l} t Raginl Pana )



The workahop Ascussel the following Ltsaen

ix relation to mh of the Ganthisn Woaens
mnﬂ-

1)

2)

3)

1)

The faaily - and iotrahoass hold inequality
il = fammle rnlaticashipey

The ritaatisa of HME:II reraxwstion ale
tormative strateglan nronoting squalityy

Homn ani tha Fhath and village fnlustries =
their strengther ant wveaknansesy

Techaology and wooen'r meir - the li:ﬂ:m
rajulyed,

Iz all teece Ilscasilone the esphasis won o0 the

Ganiblag wathol for achlievwing tirr goals such equality
anl jovrtion,

Concmprsforinciplss that copstaatly recareel were

1)

2)

31}

The

the athic of piwolicjty Cowsasption rectralet,
cowplizuoun abwt LaeoRy

nlf-gelinance la communitios, The dower of having
logally ilatarlicked producticn and consprtioa
cyclex in redeciag ¥ penisncaes

Ahiws/ato~wiolansze the power of patlance yal lowe
ix owexcoming soaflict,

winsl reasalwvael to
kalld an averewlisning m ﬁfmmmﬂd

rogether work for ‘he rege=s Cm of el
there Gandhian tooles of = J.P‘tll'l'.tr azxt mtﬂlﬂm:

Lach participant pleigsl o mndertsla at ljeact ooe of

the tanke
1}

2)

3)

itrted telow wvithia the 2ext cow Fears

To organles anti Apwry campe amcnget airle boys
21 wherewr ~osaible, joiat byr

Yo pleicc against postars swhistlan wing 2he

fpmple boly ar a4 rax ot:jecty

0o swalening the wormen to Eight for har ightfal
placw in the fanllep



1)

8)

2

To araxt OCisl awaroe:: amongzrt the eplinners

ani otler wirhere so that they could grow
43 nlerstaand their rightr and opportunities

To reduce tha hurden of wowan by vakiag ap
pogranaer such as Lalldisg of sowir plte,
latriner, cas plagt=, swckaless chnlary

To meke womec aware of logal cighta,
imgirlationay

To bulild aad tralia a cadre of Ffall tiw Gras
Savrikas who woulld be located in the wvillages
to QroRt an awereaass nad ewekaning amcoaget
wabn, rach that they ney Le faily Liwolwed in
the social and scosowmic trase formtion of -
rociertyy

T2 briay together the 2 rvorvsa ywomanr Lostitations
ad organisationr £y o M0N0 DCOQTENET ..



o T——

In the conclaiding sexeiona of the workehop Jocided thet
rogramme. dlscaised Zuring the sarlisr sessione shoulil ke
livtad. They haw to be carrisld on wvierever possible with
changes accarding to local Slroamstaxmar, It sae Sarther
Aecided that rOEs Coamon HEOGrsuIen Abel to Ye adoptel, cach
oos of the particlpant wie reglertal €2 taia un stlaast one
1tem,

5at. Palesja Ranibeng acoepted to te the ancrdinetor odd
the focal polnt for aboot J to 6 monthe, after which roas
pormanent srrangoeamat o0l Be anle, The follow up progyaamas
aupoErtel arews

Gi#:FA)  Te cxgaaire sato Jowry csmps azonget girls, toys
4%y whttwwar weeible jolnip

2]  dropopasia ajaloet pocters eahibiting femmle flgures

-} mninq, tha wiann for her rightful place in *he
fazilyr

4) 7o creste social awereasss anongat che spooers and
othar workerr 3o that they oosgld grow and inderstand
thelir cizhete anl lutiesy

%) 7o have batter {spact on noslety and 1o gat Detoer
coop-Fation froa Ganihian Institurions oo ebe haod
and froa khadl Joaadesion asd Fhall Eoarls oo the
other, it war suggertsd that lizloguez shoull be
iz awwngrt Sur workess anl their represeatativesy

6 To briag togerher variour vomen's Insiitutions mtleast
£for cosmon srogzaswr of woman's roclal ani economic
natde y .

T  with & view to reTuce the burden of worwa and o glve
thea bappy anl hnalthy fanily {t wes ot forverd that
all vffortr should be 2% 10 sen rhat somkplts,
latrines, gas slmate, rxbkelers chnlar ore conptructed
in as large o sonbarc of houres as powsibler

8} Tha litarazure Eompxiz: the women®s probleww, legal
rishte, legialstiom, training rogramass avellalle
Btt., rhouli be collactel, wrliten, printel and
Artriratedy

3) It was (felt that thero war a lire w@ed o have .
traincl 3nd filltime Graw Cevikas In villagee to
‘erpata the awareness ad asvakening stoxgst the
wvommn to get thair faill lavolvemat,



The Gandhi Peazs Poundation in collaboration with the
Inntitata of Social Stuilles Trust has brought together 15 women
constraction workers !m-l Inptitacvions fournded on Gandhiam
proucipler in Jifferact paris of the COUDLTY.

Farala, U.P., “shars=htra, Oujsrat, AnSwa, Blbar, Taxil
Rada ln::l many Orther Stytes ars Dwpressatel, Fasaw Inetituter such
af Sevegras, Wardha, Gazthigram, Tamll o, SEvA, Allghabwed,
Karturibel Sourt are all repressoted,

Taking stock of the warioos mowements £floewlng in India and
outelde towards the straagthanin: of women, theee Gendhian workers
have gathersd to {ieatify shae iz cpecifieslly the Ganihlas
apsroach o thls dbsoe,

The purpose of thm ameting war t0 reflect on the Gandhiam
mathold for rocial change, how far they heve besn wsiog Iit, what
shoslld be their particular rols as womsn balonging to this
epacific i3eslogical fraws La response to the issues facing womea
anl roclety today.

“he workshop for fourdsye from Irdetth June 1981 is being
held at Ganthi Smargk Nidhi, Bancalore, |

The wonen resolwel to cootinus thir srocess of dlalogiog
anonprt themelves oo that they may gain strength mm in their
stroggle agalmet lequaliry, oppression, violeoes, untruth and
for = ju=t ani pesacefal coclety, |



Many womn working for moga than a dscade — somotimes
even three docades in Imstitwtions founsed on Geodhian Idesls,
felt the noed to et saxd reflect on shat they have achlawved,
whet Bave Leen sone of the problems a5 well as succuss that they
have axperisacael. Tmm-h:pﬁumdummmthia
oead and is jolatly spamsorel by the Gandiilon Peace Foundation
mmmumunmmatmwm

The focus, 13 to Ldentify in what wey the work of these
sistern, matches Ganlhisn Idsals, specifically for women, The
hope s that such reflection and clarification woali foyrther

strengthen both the women cathered hore a» well as the sieters
in the fielil.

Tmmsutwdtnntrmhfottn&mtgu!nmﬂ

'jwttmm-:ulutmnn!mummmm

The women coms Lrom varying backgrouads roth in tarms of
their cwn caste zad class, age as well as the particular work
they have Jonm, Soms are in siucational work, some sxre in
.Mltm-l mpant rpecifically for girls, coe i a trade maionist
and othars are in traditioosl Gandiian sshraase soch as Kaaturba
Ganihi Trost Gandhi Gram, Sev: Grom eta, They have Fonnd the
workashop umeful in briaging op those isswes vhich have found
aleficult to resclve saod seek the coumsel of otder sisters.

Thay hope that this Irs begtoming of a procees of coming

together on a common ilslogical base viz., Commltment of The




Gandhian Yision of Soclety as well as the Gandhian Methodolowgy
for reaching that soclety, but continmously strengthenj.ng_
themaselves and others like them to generate those forces of
ravolution which Gandhiji always baliewved that women could
generate,

Thayhapedta_fm&anln.ﬁurlal f"qun_f_ﬁrsuc_hmtu
contimie to dialogue, leading to a formmlation of an idelogy
for woman in Indian soclety.

The meet started on the 3rd and will continue for two
more dzyt. It is hoped that Simla meet us will be carried out
in other parts of the country leading to this resolwed to
regenerate the Gandhlan moveasnt through women,



WORK IN FPROGRESS

GANDHIAR WDMEN

Devzkl Jain
Institute of Social Studies Trust
SeM.M. Craft Trust Bullding
Deen Dayal Upadhaya Marg,
Metw Delhi 11C 001 {India!

Noverber 1981



PROFILES OF GANDHIAN WOMER
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Intreduction : Gandhian Women

Profiles of Gandhian Wmen and their Instituticno
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Iptroduction
Candhien Wemen

Not being 2 completely culturally indoctrinated _
Gandhian not having done any gystematic paychological or rhile-
sophical probs into the mind of Gandhian women, - I would not
be in & position to present to You & rick and interesting insight
into what could be cal}eﬁ.ﬁandhiah feminis.

‘I would like to get cloge to this cai:egnry and present
it but this is what I have started tc do and.it-may take some
time ﬁefnre I am able to make it presentaﬁle. However, what
I can 'share with you now are some experiences and some COnCen-
trated thoughts on a porsuit of identifying in what way their
being women and their being more Gandhian or belonging to Gandhi-
ideology institutions, distinguish them from other women as
well ag Gandhian men. They were in pursuit of testing out
whether there was any basisg for a separate 1dentity wvhen biology
dominated over public philosophy and when public philosonhy dominated

over blology.

The f£irgt gession lald bare in very polgnant terms how
while the philosophy of Gandhi had drgwn these women away from
thelr conventional roles expected of them from their clasa, rcaste

and thelr families, in the work that followed as activities in the
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institutions soringing frem Gandh.-l.am ordging, — They were hora-—
ssec_L incoovenienced amd quite often subcrdinated by the men
within their ideclegical frame.

.Eanh worgn revealed how from childhoody she had shown her
difference from the rest of her family- in wanting to respond
to poverty, misery, injustice, as well ag inequality, sometime
it was éxpressed in teaching neighbouring sldm children: sharing
. food stealthily, sometimes in clearly walking awgy €roo home and
joining a Gandhian Ashram.

From childhocd to womanhood there were struggles from
educaticon, for cholce of partner in na.n:.tagg or o marriage and
for leading a 1ife independent of soecial conforml sm.

- dn adulthood most of the women present were #d2aders
of one kind or the other in Gandhian institutiens, They exper-
ienced the usual constraints of domestic role ;a-nd professional
roles where men expected women to first fulfil their domestic
responslbilities, They alsn expenmbed a certain eriticism
that they were over-playing the women issue—there was no such

izguve in Indian sﬁciety.

Looking back while they could see a comrmon thread in

their struggle as women to come to the situation of leader-ship



and public work where they were, they éoﬂd alsoc reccqﬁise that
in some way they were not interested in Joining the more

vocal sex-based womens movements in India. They were still
directed by Gandhian provosition, the i{ssoes Gandhi Pl aced
before soclety as well as the perception Gandhi had of women's

mles; women '_s abilities,
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"Lakslm] Ashram® or

{Kasturba Mahila Uthar Mandal }

One of those women who had felt the call of t‘ha:lr vocation
early in life wag Ra.dha Bhatt of Laksimi a\shrm. Kaugani, Born
into an arismcratic and well-tt}-&n Bratmin fawily, she was the
eldest daughter of her parents. From her childhood, she wag an
incorrigible bockworm, so much of one that ahe decided quite
firmly that ghe wowld rather pursue her studles than get married,
For sometime her father mmuraged her in her anbitiuns to study,
but then, wperhaps succumbliug to traditicnal pressures, himself
began to present$aitors to her for _her appmval. ‘When she would
not change her mind, he in.sist.-ed that he *put down in writing'
her reasons for wanting to remain unmarried. 'I want to o

social service' she wrote, 'and be a second Vijayalakshmi Pandit®,

In crder to punish her as he thought, Radha behan's father

sent her to the 'Kasturba Mahila Uthan Mandal®,

He felt that the rigorcus discipline of the ashram and the
hard 1ife of augtenity would soon make her change her mind and
bring her home,

Quite the oprosite heppend. In the Gandhian atmosphere of

Lakskmi Aghram, Radha Bhatt found a congrial outlet for her
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degire for social work and in this totally unexpected way she
became introdoced to Gandhisan Phllosophy aod adopted it as a

way of life for herself. Gradyally. the strength of her'heliefs
and conviation with which she adopted Gandhjan ethics in her
persunal: life impressed her fapily and her sisters fallowed her
exa@ple atd joined the lakshmi Ashram.  Her father, too respected
her beljlef and qsally came to believe in Gandhijil's principles

of Swadeshi, caste, simplicity and equaiity.

Radha Bhatt has now taken over the entire rESpnnsibility
of the affdrs of the Ashran and 13 continuously engaged in a
struggle o emancipate the averburdened hill women of her area
from the crushing weight of overwork, poverty, ill-health and
ignorance whiclh had initiallr muveﬂ'Sarala Dewl to start the
Ashram in the first place, In between her nlimg Hl?; chores, she
has found the time to write 2 novel about the life of a fnvng
kumaoni girl, which partly reflects her own experiences. Her
desitre to improve the lot of the hill women takes her into
diverse fields - in erganising women to resist alcoholism, to
fight against the indlscrimanate cutting of forests which
directly affects the women who have to go milf@s in search of
firewood, to organise marches agalnst dowéry and to intreoduce

new skills at the ashram to help the women towards some measures of

eccnomic security.



Kasturba Mshila Uthan Mandal
(The Kastus lety £ Uplife of Women)
. LLHQRL‘(U-P :
The Kasturba Mahila Uthan Mandal, alsc ropul arly know
as ‘Lakshmi Ashran' is a small institution gituated in Kausani,
Almora district of Uttar Pradesh. The ashram was founded by
"Sarala Devi', a German women who came wunder the influence of
Gandhljl end totally identiflied herself with the problems and needs
cf the women in this area. 5She realised during the course of
her voluntary work in the area that the probless characteristic
of the hill regions, i.e. deforestation, sﬁil ercsion, low ferti-
lity and lack of basie services like education and health had a
direct depresszing impact specially on the women whose condition
has.ﬂetelinrateﬂ drastically over the years.

The activities cf the Ashram stress the Gandhian concept
of total wvillage development, concentrating on the upl:lff of
poor women. There are go local young girls and women residing
at the ashram, and the ashfan provides a basic education in fo:ﬁing,
foreaf.ry. dairylng and spinning, along with formal studies. There
1s also a large training mit in spinning, knitting and weaving, and
mdits have also been separately establizhed in two villages.

Radha Bhatt, the Chlef Organiser of the ashram, b€lieves that
the hill women need to be taught these skills so that they can

become econokically self sufficient and nedd not Jdepend for



2

survival on thé:l.r -arginél farms which produce herdly enough

for their families in spite of sn enormous input of time and

lahdur.. In order tc free them also fmm_the burden of fetching firewcod
from loug distancesr, she is actively engaéed in an afforestation

drive, The other areas in which Lakshmi Ashram has contributed in
ereating a climate of social awareﬁess: io pmhihitiﬁn, ad a tangible

result has been a total bam on alcohol in Almora District,

The aghram has axpanded its programme o include adult
education, health care services, dispensaries and creches.



"sSarla Devi® (Kethleen Eeilmem} was borm in 1901 in London.
Her grmdnnther came from the Blogk Forest and her father wag
porn 1o Switzerland, soc right from her childhood she had the
adventage of km:ming of diffez;mt comtries ond languages, =he
was brought wp by her grsndanther, sinca her sother died wvhen
she was peven, and her father, a jeweller by profeszion was a
happy = go lucky, _1rreai:unsibla pei'ann who hardly contributed
aaertieted much to the up=keep of the household, Being ‘
gel f=contained and independent by nature herself, she disapp=-

roved of her father's ways and often came into conflict with him.

During the war years, in 1914, her father not having his
birth =art:1ﬂqate in order and suspeéted of being an enemy
agent, was put mder house arrest. Whem Germany attacﬁeq Eagt
London, Sarla Dewl thought that the world would raisge its wice
against this flagrant out.rnge. against the conventions of war,
Instead there wag much talk of an air attact on Berlin ad some
instances of stoning of German women and children began. Ewen
at that ttme Sarla Dewi felt that the path of peace was much
hetter than resolving the conflicts by talk of moré war. She
could not wolce her feeling for her grandmother feared fer
her safety.
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At this time she wos influenced a great deal by "Kerala,
the 1and 0f the pale trees® a bock presented to her for excellence
in school, also by the 1ife of Jesus, but ghe felt that she
could mot accept many of the tesching of the Cathollic priests,
Although she used to arcompavy her grandaother to Church, she digliked
the priests' exborting solders to war and commending their brawery
in }dliing. She often wondered whose prayers were heard loudar
by m:_mﬂ of the Germa priewts or those of the British. Her
belief iv faligious dogmas vas gradually eroded and she stopped

going to Chufch. Whenever ha got a chance, she would go off on her
cycle to tour Berkshire and BucKinghmshire, deep into the forests.

ZSarla Devl waz a very bright student and ﬁgar teachers
had faith thxt she would do well in an scademic carser. Ehes
was equally good at languages, mathe and history, but her German
Stock was a dlsadvantage in Engl=nd and bhec=me an obstacle hoth
in her studies and her carcer prospects. She vas amazed to hefar
the axplanation put forward for her good resulta “you don't
participate in war activities md that is wvhy nnt- get more time
than other students to. ztudy. You don't deserve mny accoletes®,
The frustratiem at this lack of recognition of har shilirien
made her leave her studiea and search for work, where again she
was dismppointed, she could get only clarical works. far. below
her cwliﬂem and finally accpeted a job in a factory.

There too, she was only tolerated, considersd a German ‘cnemy'.
At the first occasgion for retranchapent, she was ddsmiscsed ingpite
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of her stneeritr 5t work. This happended time and againy she
changed many jobs, many rmm;. All the®e experiences
alientated her from her environment and tha geeds of social reform
vere soam deep in herpwche Once she gstajed in a hw:ﬂingr house
whem there were may foreign students, including = Indian boy .
T™his boy often gpoke of Gandhdji and his vision of “swarajya",

and of the pon=violent movement for freedowm. Sarla Dewl wag so
impressed that she began to axscCiabte with Indian ¢groups in Englandg

=md became g gupporter of the Indtsn freedom struggle. She resolved *
go to India and when Dy, Mohan Singh of Udaipur invited her o

work with him in educational programmes. she tock a 3 month course in
child eduocsation and left for Indla.

Her first meeting with Gandhiji was in 1935 when the went
to Wardha in connection with viigiting a mahila women aghraom.
She ismediately left i:raupu{anid came to Wardha. Unfortwnately the
climate of the plains Aid not swit her and she st fted o Almora
in the Kumeon hillg of U.P.

This was the beginning of her work among the hill penpla,
She staried the Lakghaei Ashram for the educetion of the hill girls
and prepared many cadres of women to participate in the freaedom
| struggle, in which she herself wag alwars in the fore front, earning
the title of the 'Most Dangercus women in the hills' in 1942,



Apart from adnuat:l.ﬁn Sarala Devi initizted a movemeot .
sgalnst alchoholisn end also become ‘doenly involved in fagues
of ecology and forest preservation,

How, at the age of 80, e 3til) liwes in the hills of
Alzora and even now wriles about conservation and ecclogy. Many
other women's organlastions in the area dre. their fnmspiration
'I_Emher;ﬂ:uple...md she was recently hoanured by the gowarn-
ment vho awarded her the Jemmalal Bajaj Mward for H_pI.a‘.tr apcd al
service,



Savitr] Madsm

(Haharaghtre Gundhi Smarak Nidnd)

Smvitrl Haden is cne of those who came wnder the influence
ef Gandhi wery early in her life: at the age of soven, infaﬁh
che spent her early childhood and had her baale educatian in
Ei.l‘lnnt. one day she accompatied her mother to a women smevet:lng
'H?Lir.'h wag to be addressed by Gandhiji, Gmﬂ‘:iji often hal these
scperate meetings fcr men and women, mdhe’rehewn;ﬂ apeak of
backwardness of Indian women and weys and means for their emon-
cipation. FHe would talk of the Impertance of wearlag khedf and of
the contribution that Indizn Women could make towards the atreggle for
freedom, At such times he would also make collections for his
fond for Harij=ns, The call of Gandhi had such an effect on
Savitei Madan that even as a child of seven, she got wp snd
donated her gold bamgles to Gandhiji, .Gmﬂﬁji was moved but
reluvctant t accept them fearing that the ﬁ::lld woold fara her
moyther‘s wrath, At the mether's insistence, he took the Ibangles
but agked Savitri vhether she would gc homeand ask for new bangles
again. At that the child gave a promise that she wonid pever
wear geld again end she haz kept truwe o her word through her
whole life.

in & sense, her promise to Gandhi also freed her from
the penze of fear which most Indian Women suffer from, eszpeclially
those from the apper classes who customzrily wear a lot of Jeweilery
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Hever wearing amything valuahle, she was ﬁerer afraid o

move arownd alone and thought nothing of going to college mnd

back almeminﬂsefamofharfnﬂrsdiswal of the
1ﬂean£harwmﬁnqtnbeaﬂu¢am-'ﬂammmmtheﬂ-em .
mmhmmmllaga mdhmkmeryday'herfather anid and

s she went alonc.

Her studies carried her to Lehore and Banaras mmd then
she returned to Slalkent where she tamght in a sctool. LEike Gandhijt
she held_ wolen's meetings every wesk where varlouns 1sm vore
taken up relating to the education angd axmeipation of wvomen,

After ber marriage in 1936, she meved to Poona, and visited War
Wardha in connection with a Teacher's Training ngra-ie. She got

and opportund ty tu visit Sevagram and establish a close contact

vieh Gendhiii again.

Ssvitrd Maden had wenked to conduct training sourses for
teachers all over the Punjab but with a family{oh look after, she -
was unzble @ d0 so. In 1540 she tock wp teaching in Foona again
'and both she end her hasband participated in the Do or Die®
Andolan of 1946,

Dr, Pattarkar of Pooha gave hie house for use ag =
office premises sad wany weetings, were held =nd many ralltes
arranged. Savitri Madan's msband was arrested, she then sent
her'buu.u_lau ehildren welwsﬁd%rmamher
plsterein=law in the Penjab, and spent two years in jail herself.



Gandhijt s ﬂf&-m;aiad&uﬁnq this tl.-ﬂ'.-lﬂ‘lmt
wag formed in her name and'fllds collected in uréap to put
inte action Gandhiji‘'s p:m for the amsncipation ﬁf
Wolsen, A meoting was ﬂal_a.a:t'-. Uruli Kanchan to appoint repre-
sentstives for each stats for handling the work of the Trust
but Gandijl preferred to nominate people whem he felt were
mmm&:mzﬂudsmmm-umeafmm
mw&rmmmmmhafthemm
Hhtlauhuha:ulfielt that $he was ‘mlraﬂn-aaﬂehuumiﬁ,
Gandhi]i chose har for tils wery reason, balisving as he alvrs
414, that women ware most idsaily soited to take on sccial
responsidilities having alresdy been tempersd md tyainsd in
theiy domestic role. -



Like many of the Gaodhien institutions in Tadiz, the
HaGe5uNs had J&5 reota in the Pharatiya Gandh! Ssmsrak Ridhi
{the 211 India Gandhi Mewerfal Organtsatiom}. Thiz was set up. after
the assasination of Mshotma Gandhi in 1948 to wtilise the fumdg
wllected in the nﬁe of the !ﬁhmn for a practical development
programme based on @andhiamn philosephy. PBranches of the parent
hndrm.mipmmhafmmdim gtates, the werk betng
financially controlled by the Bead Office. In 1969, however,
the Gandhi Centensry year it was decide? to sllecate fomds to
the separate states snd the branches of the main orgenisation
were given the option to register themselves 22 independent
bodies, which many of them did Fuuds are still made avatlable
tv these state ipstitutions from the General Fend, The
actlvities of these Gandhian organi sations are iitilar. o the
extent that most of them are ideologically committed to the -
implementstion of Gandhijis programe for economic socisl and
spirtnal development mecessayy t© usher in a more just snd
equitable mocial system. |

The prograes advecated by Gandhiji for the realipation
of "Swarajya" or the ideal society included the ethic
of aimplicity, mﬂnﬂ eontrol, the liberation of hari-
J=o=s, the wmtouvchables smong the Indian cm. ?



- Btate Goverrments, Thqﬂmgmmtqﬂnirmfmﬂ:thmqh
many of thelr progremmes, .=

The "Bhangt Mukhti® message of Gandhi led o concrete
Tesaarch In sanitaticm, technology and one of the organisations which
huthnapima&ﬂngwﬂ:mthia&imﬂoniatheﬂahmm
Gandhi Somarak H.'lﬂhts

. These ingtitutions also encoursge the development of cottage
iIndustries s provide enployment to the rural peor in their villages

themselves, Thess industries include oil ertraction, maiing

of jo=ss sticks, soap, leather goods, matches, brick making, end
Bore recently snlar cookestand gas holders. To support themgelves
they also have publication on Gendhfan literature. Many tratning
schues aTe 2190 Mﬁatad by them,.

The M.G.N.5. covers the whole of Maharashira staste bwt in
Sffect has been sble to carry ovt work in 2,500 villages only,
Itmsatmmg thesehé&:leﬂtﬂhqumduamsmdﬂm
Harijans. In keeping with Gendhijl’s vision of freeing the hari—
Jana from the stigme of umtouchability and liberating tham from
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their hereditsry profession of seavenging, the Midbt adms

at propegating Gandhisn {deas and programmes In & practical and
constructive mmner, Thus the Iiberatitn of scavenger= or the Bhang
Mukti programee and the oplift and cleanliness of vill=ges of

"Gram Ssfal® has been taken wp through its major activity of Rural
Sanltation. The Nidhi has wobked ip 6 blocks of Fmaracel |
District amd constructed 6,000 sanitacy lftrines in the past

two yeaxs alone. Special types of latrines have been tried

aﬁt and designed, and the "Sopa &mdﬂ' han been finally accep-
ted. The Nidhi has linked the programme of ingtailation of

sani tary tolleta with hiogas production, the plants being

baged onh nightsoll,.

The Midhi has set wp vﬂ:lq& industries as well, and
hasalau introduced amnmmﬂandlﬂ.m Students uptn
Gradaatiom.



Ela ¥hatt
(SEWA, Almedshad)

- Ela BPhatt was born into a well to 40 upper caste
Gujarati family of Abmedabad, her father being an important
govermment official. IMthinq in ber early life indicated the
ﬂ:l.feﬂ:ian which it would take in later yeara. She passed her
matric examination =t 13, and during her college yeoars met her
future husband, Ramesh Bhatt, who wag however not accepted imme-
diately by her father as a desirsbie son-in-law due to ‘M fferentes
of birth, It took seven years for them o be able to get matried,
during which time Ela Bhatt worked briefly vith the govermment,
during the Natiﬁna-l Census taking in 1951, she then joined the
Law Dapartment of the Mazjoor Mahajan Sangh. and also worked for
a time with its Women's wing,

When her daughter and son were born, she was expected
to devote herself to her dowestic role but she felt frustrated
at the thought of not utilising her education and taking up a
Job, =nd when her son was four years old, she took up a jeb
with tbe enploymemt department. The bletsnt cerxuption in the
department, which involved all officials from the most petty
to the highest caused her great anguish and since her views on
the subject were known, she was trmsfefrred to the univeraicy
branch of the employment department. There though less nhvia.us.
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corruption was a way of 11fg_md again her open oppoaltion
to the system hmug_ht ‘her under grent pressure amd again
her cpen oppesition to the system brought her under great
pressure and exposed her to %ﬁm&ef and humiliation.

. OD the sdvice of Shankerbhai Banker, she left and joined
‘the Women's Welfare wing of the Textile Labour Amsociation, the
Majoor Mghajan sangh, Shs began to sfe things from the point
of view of the poor women mg vhom, che worked and her inwlvement
~ with the aspect of women's rights and legal status increased.
As she gained a® insight intc their problemg. When she was sent
to Israesl for a short i:raining programme, she was able to see in
perspective the work that she wanted %o take up on her return
- To¥ Indla. The fact that her first and most important priority
was to organlse the self amployed women of the unnrganised gector ,
who had no protection, no facilities, Wnen she started her work with -
the self-employed, the first precblem the encountered was that
there was no model in front of her that she could build uwpon, She
wanted to mnite the sel feemployed women into a union whir:h would
at the same time D¢ a movement which would constantaly search for
newer forms for -olving the maﬁy problemsg f£aced by this sector.
.Yet none of the accepted ‘Trade Union® technology was smproprlatre
to circumseribe _thﬂie women=they had no esployerr nor were they
even recognlised ag ec-m;nuic contributiens.
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It was here that Ela Bhatt felt that the Gandhi an
framework wovld be the wost relevant from this kind of
stn:uctﬁre. She had mot read deeply of Gandhi but as a
practical philesophy she found the usze of Satayugfaha and
oon-~voilence the most effective methodology for achilewing
the ends of "SEWA®, (More especially since the mewbers of
Sexa were all women). She also realised that tié such time
ag alternate means of empinruent were rrovided for the dig-
adva.ntagn;.-d. there was no substitute for the ‘Charkha’ at least
in the Indism context, providing destitute women as income
right at thelr door-step.



SEHA, Almedsbad, Guiarat

~ SEMA or "Self Employed Momen's Assocdation” is an
organiaastion of poor working women c;f Nmedabad end its gurr=-
ounding areas. Its membership at present dcnsists of 10,000
women who are self employed vegetable sellers, junk—mmitbs, hande
cart pullers, block printers, bamboe and cane workers and
tehindl® {esed rags} workers. |

SEWA was established in 1971, by Ela Bhatt who had been
mricing earljer with the Women's Welfarse wing of the [Prtile
Labour Association, a Gandhian Trade Unien of Almedabad. She
felt thzt these women who represented &:d formed the major
patt of the wnorganlsed sector were the mozt wprotected amd
explolted, and decided to help them to organise themselves to
fight for a better dea! from the suthorities.

The wost urgent needs of these women were credit, raw
material =nd control over the means of productiocn., Ower the
¥years, 2 ocoperative Dank har been established which provides
credit to the womem and hag helped to free them from the
.money lemder who charged exhorbitant rates of interast, SEWA
provides raw material, equipment -and marketing asaistance, and
also takes up the legal battles of the wvomen againgt the

authorities., In itas rural areas, SEWA has started creches,
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health schemes, literacy classes, and daily moperatités.

SEMA was the first organisation which tried to wniconise
the activities of this wnorganised sector end 1t reveals metho-
dnloglen for reéichi_ng the poor, especially women. One methow
daology ﬁh:l.ch_ EEI;IA hag found useful is the Gﬁdhim way of
' Satyagrsha’. Where presﬁnt day trade uninﬁ.s function in a
climste of vollence and ‘goodalse’ (stong-arm tactics) SEWA
in contrast achieves its ends by using the collective stmgth

of its women members as its bargalning power. .

SEWA has al=c threwn light on a hitherto unenfplored rangea
of issues: the posgibillities of forming unionised stmctﬂreﬁ for
i:‘:ue infomal seél:_nr. the reaching of credit to the assetless
poor and the changeu‘ required in bank rroceedings, and attitvdes

of bankers. and the whole legal machimery for protecting the

poc re



Satitogh Goindi

tm_mﬁlmm)

Santosh Goindl was born 1o Sialkot in 1932. She belonged
 to an affluent familf. her grandfather being the Diwan of the
princely si_:ate. of F;g:l.ala. and her father a blg land owner who
worked in the Department of Agriculture in Prataogarh,

In 1920, under the influence of Gandhifi, her father left
his govermment job and began to supmort his family by making
spt:ri:s gno'da. He began o feei that a strong nation cculd enly
be crested by a worzlly responsible government and that he could
nck, looger work within the present framework, In this 'hewls
supported by his wife, and the wheole fmiiy embraced Gandhian
thought and tock to wearing khadi.

~ Santosh Goindl then imbibsd Gandhiﬁ influences ﬁtﬂn her
own fanlly at an early age. Her fFather believed in education
for women .althtmgh he felt that educaticn itself was quite
ugseless on the whole, Yet it gave women self confidence to ehe
be edueated, he thought, and se he sent his eldest dauﬁhter to
cellege and that too alone on a bi-cyele, in the face of much
adverse comment, Santosh thus had no diffiiculty in entgring
schoel and college, her sister having made it easier for the
rest of them., She joined the Arya Samaj School in Slalkot and both
in her howme as well as outside, Gandhiam iﬁmlug’r was gaining support.
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In her hoke, every Saturday, prayer meetings were held and .a
syabolie gesture of spinning on the charkha was made, Her wmother
would participate in pickeh..g and ingtead of, M:Iea of -
princes and fairies. The children heard stories of heroisn and
sacrifies for the country. The atmosphere of her home was
charged with one dnllina-nt enction: that of a national struggle

for freedcm ad her mother amcke with pride of her readiness to
sacrifice ber children for the country. |

Santosh behn's elder sister did not wmarry and sﬁe too wasg
inspried by her to choose the task of spcizl service and work in
a village, Living and working with the wviilage folk, she became
more mnvinced that she aheuld work for these pecple wn shoulad
alsc benefit f.l:anlt the skills and edul:aticrn of paople of her
class. She adopted a harljan village and began to distxibute

charkhas (spinning wheek| smong them to gemerate income for them.

After cmp];eﬁng her .Master's, she wished to takes up a job
but oo her father's insistance, #he dld a Ph.D, the subject of her
research being the backward claszes. Subzequently she took wp
a job as welfare Officer in the Labgour Department, although her
father wza not :'Ln favour of a govermment job., There she had
gtatus, money and naﬁr facilities but hardly aoy work, =md
ultimately after 10 months, she left, not being able to take a
.salary for doing nothing. &he then joined in the Department of
Soeial Welfare, but here too the work was not satisfying although

she got some training in keeping acmunts;' She also tn-ﬁﬂw"-ﬁi
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Ext_msi'velr at this time, ?isiting B3Ny institutions and finding
many in a process of breaking wp. Eventually she left this

department also, sickened by the atmo sphere of alsnder and
_backbiting, |

Sie then began to teach in a Meerut College leamving her
earlier and wuch better paid job, mmuch to the surprise of her
sfudaitn. She felt more at home in her new acadsmic envirooment,
both frum the point of view of the almosphere at work as alse the
stimul ating nature of the work 1tgelf. There was also scope here
for teaching ir villages, her first level. She had however been
there only for a2 short while, when the well Wnow Gandhian worker and
2 famlly freind 4byam bhai, visited her to come and werk at Hﬁsturba
Gram, Indore, Although she was not mentally prepared yet to take
up the aaaigment. she however, viszgited Kasturba Trust and met the
Secretary, Smt. Rajalakstmi. The Trust was planning to starct
a new Institute which Santosh Geindi felt would be the kind of
place that she would like to wnrk in., 5he immediately decided

to leave Meerut and from 1963 to 1971 she stayed at Indore.

In 1971, she moved to ;\Ilahahad and set up the "Anant
Shiksha Hiketan"® in Jarripwr village. This village w;aa well
known for ‘goondalism' and it was a Aifficule job to establish
a school for girls, but Bhe recelved surport from her family
particul arly her elder sister who encouraged her by saying that

"one pweeps only where theres 1s dirt™.



The villagers were amazed at her conrage and she, aleng -
with a friend strengthened and expanded the ashram without
any financial 2id from the govermment, The ashram provides
schoel and college education for girls,

santosh Goindi malntained her contact with Ka.sturha_
Trust, and in 1980, returned ¢¢ Indore and became 1its

Secretary.



Just as the Gandhi Enarak Hidhi was set up 1n Mmenory
nf Gandhiji to ccllect funds fnr Gandhiji s practical programme
fnr Taral de'rela:-ant. the Kagturba Trust was started in 1545
specifically for the e-mcipaﬂ.on of women and children. The
call of Gandhiji fer 'Stree Jagran' or ’'Awakening of lWomen Pﬁer'
ingpired millions of vpeople and donations poured in, ranging
anywhere from 2 ps. upwards, a4 luge apount of %,13, 179, 369 was coll-
ected only by donations. Indore was chosen as the Head {Quarters
of the Trust ag beling centrally located iIn the heart of India,

with hra_nches in 17 states, supporting almost 400 wvillages centrea,

. The Trust works towarde training village women so that
they get a meagure of self confidence and can beccme self
reliant eventuall_f. Gandniji believed that women had tremen=
dons innor strength which should be chmnel:l.sed towards the

task of national building.

The trust tries o do this by ranniﬁq several training
programmes for women in mursing, ﬁid—wifery, farming, datrying
ad community development work. It maintains a wodel demons—
tration farm and a reral institute for education which apecias-

1ly encourages tribal etudents.



Kmte Tveg]
(Egzturba Vopeas] Kavva Mghram)

Kanta Tyagi belonged to a land-owning family and had
never besc exposed to a tradition of soclal mervice, Omn .t?he
contrzry, from early childhood she ricé'; only the illteatment
meted gut to sgricelrural labpurers on the fanily farms and this
was one of the experiences that she wnoomsciously absorbed and
which sirfsced later in her life when she begen to work with the
tribals. Ber contact with Gandhiji began in an indirect ua'r-
in 1947, through her sister’s husband Rangopsl, who was in close
touch with the famou= GAapdhian Spolal Worker Thakkar Paroa. It
wag the re.ar after the partition ¢f Indiz amd the majfer pm’ﬁl_ﬁ
confronting all socisl service agencies was that of renabili—
tation of refugees, Thakar Bappa put Kanta Tyagi: to work in a
refug‘ee c=ap, nursing the sick. Alth_uugh ghe had no trsining
in ﬁu-rsing, she found that she had gfeat rgport with her patients
and was able to handle the work _sﬂ:cessfullf. Theroafter she
went tn Wardha fer training in nursing and Buhsaquenﬂy jeiped the

Kagsturba Gram, Indere, as a midc-wife,

It was here that she had her first contact with the
tribal§ of Madhya Fradesh, a peopie who had been battling with
poverty, illiteracy and exploitation for :mturiés.
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The staff of Kasturba Grom oftem took waking tours deep
into the tribal areas and on one such tour, Kanta Tyagi went
to Mandu and observed the Bhils at first hand, one of the meat
backward of the tribes, their 1iving conditions shocked hexr and
she took up the challenge throwa t© her by one of her Co=-workers,
and decided to stay there =nd work fer them,

. . Her Jecisice waa not an easy cne. It meant glving wp
2 way of life and adopting a completely new ome aince scceptance
from the tribals meznt total identification with their waya.
Xanta Tragl crgani=zed sondg end dsnce progrmoes and enConrayed
the Bhils to participate in them. She alst tried to orgmmise
them through heaith serviees. Gradually she overcame their
suspicions and was able to get thei.r cooperation for her work.
'.Ilhie work gtarted with a gmall! hostel with 18 children and
teday haz becoms the biggest centre for Women's saducation in

the area,



As the name suggests, thig institutien is a =chool ~cum-
hostel for txibal ckhildren and Young girls, Situated a't

_In Hadhya Pradesﬁ. 20 percent of the ropttlation conzists
of tribals, the origtnal inhah:l.tants of the arda, who had once
owned land and moperty. In the elghteenth f:enturjr, however,
under the Maratha occupation of this region, there was an influx
of non-tribals and these peoples were pushed out into the hillg
and jungles where they continued +o presexve their tribal culture,
They still} live ia these inac«cess:lhle areas, practically mtnuched by
economic ﬂe\relcpment: their only cuntact with the outside world is
through petty officials who explolt them as a result of which
they have become hoatile towards all 'outsiders’ inéluding
development agencies and goverrment adeinistrations.

The Kasturba Vameasi Kanya Aghram was initially establishad
in a sgimilar atmosphers of suspicion and hostility but has sucCea—
ded in winning the confidence of the tribal people.

Started ipitlially ag a ereche~zchool for 1ittle children,
the ashram has expanded into 3 100 acre campus providing education,
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health and training services for tribal women whap nothing

had g:d.sted before., Three hundred giris are regiding in the
Aghram and stay 111 they clear their school-leavirnc exsming-
tion. Some ecotinue €0 work at the Ashram. while othera return to

their villages. Many have entered professions such as nurging,
teachi_r_tg, law and adninistrative services.,

The Astiram iz 2 model of Gandiiji's concept of self
sufficiency and sgelf help wvhera the students themselves share
the entire workload z-mg themselves turn by turn, thug getting
training and e:rperj.mee az well ag a pense of the d.i.gn:l.tr of
1abour, again 2 very Gandhian concept. The Aghram ie a self
contained wnikt and al) its nquimmts of food, water, cte.
are met from the 10 acre cmmpus leself,

For those who have to return to thelr villages, the
Ashram propeses to introduse a new subfect inteo itg a_rllabus.
that of agro-forestry, which would be relavat to the lives
of these pecple and would later help them towards an sddftional
income tﬁmugh the foreet resources on which they depend for |

thelr Hvé%tnod-

Through the Gandhian xethodology of love and compassion,
the founder nf'the Ashram, Kanta Tyagi, has svcceeded in winning
the corfidemce cf the tribals to such an eaxtent that she has
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become not only their principal contact with tﬁe outside

world but alm the arbiter of many local disputes among the
tribals, An uwnorthodox system of "Lok Adatat® or the People's
Court functiona at Nivalil, in which she =md local elders decide
1ssues which may otherviee have been taken to court.

In Hivall algo, ik is propesed to start employment
generation projects for the tribals which will not only help
them o earn sn inccme but also service their traditional
crafts and gkilla, Gandhiji's 1dea of establishing mttag‘e
induztries Iin demonstrabiy lelevmt to areas like Nivwalf
which are relatively wntouched by modern ‘davelopment', remote
and inc¢gsessible, end where it is quéstionable whether 'dovelopment’
in the sense commonly mmderstocd 1s even dagl Fabla.



Yenu Pal shikaz

Venu Palshikar was born in an oxdinary middlecass family
and remembers that as 2 child she alﬁara craved for new readymade
clotnas beczuse she always had to wear c¢loths stiched at l-u:m.-l:y
- hand. There were other brothers mnd sisters to be looked after
and ready-made cloths were empensive to buy, jumst opposite her
hovse was a clothes shop and ghe wistfully thought how wonderful
it wouls be to ‘own all tiwse clothes', Later in life, when she
cape in contect with friends and acqusintences who had bean
influenced by Gandnifi, she leamnt to spin and soon weaving
Khadl became a fource cof satisfaction for her. There wag &
pleasure now in wearing elothes made from hand spum cloth.

from Pune University and began to teach there in a College. Her.
reputation as a teacher was known and soon ghe was made the

Principal of a Degree College of Commerce, the first women
Principal of the college. 1In 1964 she married a colleague,

shrd Vasant Palghikar, vho wag younger than she.m and not so
highly educated, There was opposition to her marriege in a

mmall town like Pune, but for her tic was a happy alliance becwmuse
her husband was al so.stamech follover of Gandhiji.

Unable to cope with the administrative amd teaching load,
alongwith nmning her home, she resigned from the post of principsl
and took to a legs haavy assignment, Her resignation was accepted
but when her galary was also reduced she decided to leave the college.
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Her husband; however, advised her to fight injustice by a
different method: by making all the facts publiec so that in future
othergwould not be vietimised in the same WY .

Both husband and wife are engaged to-day in orgsnising
and coasclentising oppressed groups of people to make tham aware
of their exploitation. Venu Palshikar works with.Harijan women
in & sweeper colony during the time éhe can spare from the

college tesching, AMusteérity is a 1iving nrinciple in her family.



Pa R B

thetana Vikag

Padwala Rani Bang is the daughter of = well-known
Sarvodaya worker of Kerala, shri Radbakid shmes Menon. A product
| of ap inter-state, inter«casta marriage, she herself has married
| inte a well-kncwn Sarv&daya family of Maharashtra, the Bangs,
Both parents being full t.tme__ social workers devnte& to Gandhian
philosovhy, Padmaja was from early childhood exposed to the
indeals of comunity development in Gr&ndan-vil].ages. Her
special interest was ineduca:t-:inn, and after getting her Tniver-
sity deqree, | she _tnured Gujarat intensively to study the working
and oroblems of the institutions providing baslie sducation. For
4 Year ste also worked in the Gandhi Peace Foundaticn library anad
documentation section, mncentratiﬁq on the 1lsmsue of bhasic

education and educational innovations in the country.

She took a Bachmlers Degree in Bdrcation Srom Delhi and
then .alcmng with her husgband, AshoX, spent twe vyears at the
Banwasi Seva Ashram in Ki rzapur, Uttar Pradesh, a voluntary
agency working in a wvery backward area of the state. Hence she
was Invelved in rural development work, amd also gained some

experience in organising women groups.

Jaj Prakash Naraysm's call for a pesple‘s movement arensed

her to leave her faﬁil}r and work, and spend one year in Bihzr,
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courting arrest and 2 menth's gstay in §ail in coanection with

the Bihar Bandh of Wovember 1974.

Since the last found years she ié a fﬁll time worker
with the Chetmna Vikas veluntary agen_.éy, which was started
by her ‘husband's family and in which the entire family is
involved. She coordinates the educational programmes, includ-
ing adult education centrea; follow-up libraries for new literates,
day care centre for rural children and non-formal! education for
thelr parents. .She is constantly experimenting with innovative
methnds of communication techneleogy and is specially active in the

field pf wonmen's issues.



u W Maharasht

As the name suggests, the organisation was started
1iterally toe "Spread hwareness and has been working in a

backward area, Wardha of Msharashtra district.

Two generations of the Baﬁg family are working with the
organisation which run svaricus orogramme and schemes for poor
fanilies and especially for women. In order to reach women,
'Chetana Vikas' has ppéned 10 creches and 2 nurseries, which
are run with the lavclvement of parents. The Séngh believes
in reaching parents through their children and local women of
poor families are employed by tham to help in the day.tn day
ronning of these centres sc that they'identify easily with the
children.

The Sangh is devoted to the Gandhian ideology of simplicity
and self reliance. Thig is reflected in their using only locally
produced items for their daily needs and for their creches and
nurseries also. The sense of self-reliance has gradually

been incalculated into the villagers also.

The sangh uses the medium of drama to create awareness
in the villagers about dowry, superstition, alcoholism, etc, and

also spread the masgage tc others. It also tzKes up the cause



¢cf workers amloyed at the Maharashtr& Guarantee Scheme sites

and helps them to secure. their rightful wages and to learn
about payment, measures etc. to that they can fight attempts

at expleitation. The workers are ipstructed at camps held
specially fer them,



Isgues For Gandhian Women

Women's crganisations in India especially those which
are nrban and active are engaged in unified action .-::m the follow-

ing platforms since the last twe years:

1 - Rape
4 Dowry
3 Priges

Tﬁe nrganisnﬁinns repreéént different ideclogies such
as CPN, CPI, Janata, R55:; different networks such as All-India
Women's Conference, NFIW as well as Theatre and literasy groups
like Manush, stree Sangharsh, studemts from the UniVErsiﬁes and

50 Ol

The strength of the formations and thelr exprression has
been particuvlarly intense on blology based issues, like rape
and dowry where feelings are strong and gex becomes the basis
of spclidary and not elass, caste, ideologlical frame etc, ©On
orices however there is a self-conciousness amongst those who do
not want to show oppoziticn to GoveroDment and those whe de net
want to articulate political alliance even through a Women's

mai‘ch- .

The question arises; in uniting to express vower on

biological issues, the basls for the generation of women's nower



2

in soclety. Issues baged on biology such as rape which ta
a function of women's sewual vulnerability or dowry which ig

also the consequence of the roles women vlay and the low

value gifen to them by socliety sdn arising out of biological

roots are only an evidence of women's vulnerability and not women's
pnwer.; United actions to protect agalnst these e¢rimes iz women's
power., Unlted actions to protect against these crimes is ﬁmm's
effort to vercome this vulnterability of collected action.

It 12 oot an expr&sinn of women's positive power as a revolu-
ticnary force playing wuron the other forces operative in an

environment.

Apart from these biological issues, as mentioned earlier,
price in the only other issue on which women have chosen to
be active, sometimeé across the ideological variations. Why
should price become = women's iszue and how does it reveal any

power of women except as mlddle class consumers?

Protesting agalnst rise in the price of cylinder gas
or scooter fares or bus fares seems trivial and obscene when
it is seen in the context of the concerns of the poorest whether
they are urban or rural whose consumption lies =way outeide
cy¥linder gas, sugar, vanaspatl ;:u: the bus. What then esuld be -
powerful is&u&s on which women could exhibit any cleamsing

force?
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1 Solidarity with the poor, How?
Boyeotting of goods which have been produced by large
business houses. In other words a cnmihent. only tc buy
goods produced by the poor and to only use goods which
are providing incomes to the poor. While it may be M ffi-
cult to decide how to democrate the line as many industrial
goods including mill made textiles provide employment to the
working class guch as textile workers, can the conscious
selection be made of goods which are beiny pruduced by hand
by the unskilled, mo;l:'ganised labour? This will lead to
thé use of Khadl, hmdmade shoes, of pots and pans and
4i shes made of wood and mud and metal by hand rather than
otherwise. '

It would lead to a certain austerity as the options for
consumption are limit;ed. It would mean buying hand pounded
‘rice, buying plckles and processed foods only from small

mnperattves and a0 on,

If all the women's organisations in Delhi or Bombay wnite
and decide to use their purchasing power only Mugh selected
producing organisations whether they are within the city or they
decide to @pt the mroduction of some nelghbouring villa-ges,
there earn be a dranﬁtic: change on the economic pover of what is
called the capatalist or the eeemdpe-poweHi-uhat-!m-eaH-ed
she—gang trading community,



Middle class women temd to go in for +the chespest <ven ff 1o
means that they unulél save *o hu_vf lweery goods or indulge thedir
children: yet they will lament sbout price rise. Self-imposed
discipline on purchases which would. naturally meat denial of
certain trpea of style of liwing could give moral power to women ‘s
hands, which cnuld transform the dis;tribuﬂ_m of economic power
as mach as the central on mnsuptiﬁn and réﬂ:l.rer:ﬂ.ng of pun:haaiﬁg
‘power. By challenging & system wemen would be more than pasaive
Teactors to a corrupt eccnomic s}rstan.

2 The gsecond isste on which women have shown more wmited
aotion is alcohnl. Alcohel consumptlon hits hardegt the poverty
. and labouring household both in urban and rural area. It ia
true that poor women especially tribal and scheduled caste
uonén partit:ipéte in the puréning and trading of liquor and are
sald to be a bread power.

On the other hand the ligquor lcbby plus those who are
concerned with financial resources or revenue for the state
are interested in the liquor trade for the ocbvicus reason that
it 1s one of the biggest resources of the gtate rovenue and for
the private sector one of the biggest sources for profit. It
is what 1ia n:all'éd the sellers market product.



Stnr.'.l_.es of liquu:_:' deaths in sluwms or the inuviditions use
of liqoor as a source of subordination and borkdage in the
Chhati=garh Mine by the enpluyers and the liquor merchats, =
O0r in the hills of Almora by pharmaceutical fimms like Dabur
and the politicai leadership to initliate will people intc
alcohol addication - thus opening new ma::kets. - st111 do not
deter qave.ment from withdrawing pmhibitian.

True, leglslation by itself has never been a soiution
to the alcohol problem. This is where women or a women's
movement can provide the strongest social force agéinﬁt liquor.
If every women's crganisation in the neighbourhocod decided

to mzke alcohnl consurption the priority 1f sceial field

- workers to combat, tham there are ways by which it can be

cleansed from the neighbourhcod househeld by household,
ahep by shop.

The Manipurl women “women quest for power™ Devaki Jain:
1979 heve shown that it can be done for it considers liquor

1ty flirst enenys

When the Shramik Sanghattan in Dulia or the Chattisgarh
miners and their women met the isgue that they were confronted
wit'h liquor. Again it has never been a priority for the middle

¢l ass woren that dominate the women's movement in India.
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It 1s the middle classness of the erganigsed wnited

women in Indis which carried them away from sueh issues 1ike saviomg

fuvel, consumption styles, like alcohol, to prices and dowry.

Harijsn

What are forntal issves for Harijan womien? What are
their social issues? Their house bound 1ssues? What are thelr
economie issues? What are their famine issues? How do Hari.
jan women articul ate their voices as a goup and bring 11: Inte -
focug for response, We do not now.

It is common lmuwlédge that it is women from these
castes as well as the tribale who are the majority of those
vho enter the flesh market. It ig common knowledge that their
entry into the £flesh market isg not enly because of the wichednesg
of mociety but because the compulsion of poverty and ignorance
draws thar into traps. What is the concerted programme for these
women? I£ it DI'!].Y. a question of providing .mplment? It
nrot? what 1s this not a priority action of wowmen's organligarions?

1t is these fssues which ghould be the platform for a
new ideclogical formation of women which overcomes the myopla
imposed by the urban middle class, These three issues, are
congumption restraint and selective consumption habits oriented
towards ecooomlic suPpnrt to the poor: restraint on alcohu‘.t cons-—
urptiony and ewmancipation of Harijans from bc-nﬂage are in fact
i1ssnes which had been ma.de priority by Gandhi,



If women who are woking in Gandhizn institutions ever=
feel that they have 'a mle.which is meﬁ‘s but at the same
time rooted in a unique idenlegy then it is these issues that

. ghould be the platform for solidarity as well as action. It is
only if women tzke up the issues which go bevond the points of
biélogy that they will be a political force in any society. So
lomg as they cling to issuwes which are based on their sex while
they may be protecting themselves from their wulnerability which
1s an important activity: they are doing no more than limiting

the gsex to the wakness of thelr sex.

_ Uniting on biologlcal issues therefore may be negessary
aspect women's solidarity but Lt would not be the basis of a
women's movement. A women's movement which Hisheé to assert that
women are a political foree and can fevnluﬂ.nnaliae society
becauge of thelr histnficai as well as biologlical .experlences
has to go out of sex bagsed issves into scocial issues. It has to
take,: up bronder issues of inegquality oppresasion, 1ﬁjust.1.ce.
e::_ploitatinu. cruelity, violence.

Mpst of the srstané political or economic operating inm the
globe a% today are spent forces. They have neither been sble to
tend inequality, inflation or the threat of war, .'Ihey have viclent-
ly shaken ﬁat:ural formations and introduced distortions which are
compelling the globe towards destruction. No glebal organlss-—
| tien such as the _United Nations or glnhai jideclogies zuch asg



marxiam are able to deflect this globe frem this path as they arm
all parties to the existiog system.

Women however can create and generate these new energies
B8s they are relatively less politicized or involved or parties
te the gystem. They have so far been passive participamts and
thelr cry now is to be active rarticipants,. But 1f their
goal 1z merely to be equal parﬂ.cipaﬁts in the existing systems
and processes then they areduingmﬁurethantu add oo the
crime. If however they conclously chalk out an alternative
survival path based on these extrenmaly difficult but exeiting
strategies such as consumption control or consmmption denial, soli-
darity with the pooreat et all costs and so on then they would
become active participants but sgainst a new canvas,

It 13. this option that is open to women and especially
to women rooted in Gandhian Institutions who are already trained
in consmmpticn restraints, in working with harijan, in being
on prohibition councils, It 1s these women who can, 1f they
unite and tike up these stands, generate a new sxing and style.

The younger generation of idealists both in India
and in the world are likking for some such ideeclogy which has a
meaning and has a methodology and demands some sacrifice rather
than indukgence. There is nc doubt that if these platfoms:



are strengthened it will attrect youth which ig always searching
for roles which are at the same time idealistic and demand some

personal sacrifice,

The opportunity is these, - will they have the energy to

reach for 1+ti



Annexure (g)



The Gandhi Peace Foundation in collaboration with the
Institute of Social Studies Trust has brought together 15 women
constructive vorkers from Institutions founded on Gandhian
principles in different parts of the country. |

Kergla, U.P,, Maharashtra, Andhra, Bihar, Tamilnadu and
mary other States are represented. Famous Institutes sorh as
Sevagram, Wardha, Gandhigram, Tamilnadu, SEWA, Al)l ahabad, Kage
turba Traat a:g all represented, -

- Taking stock of the variaua_mmenta flowing in India
and outside tnwardé the stredgrth_qninq oF women, thesgse Gandhian
workers have gathered to identify what in specifically the
Gandhi an approvach on this issue,

The purpose of the mesting ﬁ-as to reflect on the - _
Gandhian methnd for social change, how far they have been using
it, what sl'nuld.he their particular rmle as women belonging
to thls specific idealogical frane inresponse to the issue= facing

wonen and society today.



The workshop for four days from 3yd to &th June 1981
is being held at Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, Bangalore.

The m resclved to continue this process of dise
loguing amongest themselves so that they may galn strength
and momentam in their strugdle against inecquality, oppresgion,
viclence, wntruth and for a just and peaceful soclety.



1.

7.

5.
10,

1l.

12.

13.
14.
15.

16.

18..

St

amt.

Smt.

Smt.

amt.

Smt.
Smt.

ant.

- Smt.

Smt.
amta
Smt.

Smt.

ant.

List of Partici

?bé‘kshop fﬂ;‘ Women held at Bangalore from

Padmaja Bang
Savitri Madan
Radha Bhatt

Verma Palshikar

Prabha Prabhakar
Kamalza Chaudhry
Devakl Jain
Rekha Bezboruah

CesPe Chinanpa
Vidya Omprakash

Ragini Pream

Ela R. Bhatt

Srirangam
Himala Menon
Varmala Behn

Sarswathi Natarajan

Lel awathi

Chandrashekar

pantzs present at the Gandhian

1 .

G/o Ashok Bang, Chetra Vikas
‘Gopuri, Wardha=442 001

Maharashtra Snarak Nidhi
Ganc_'lhi Ehavan, Mothrud, Pune 411 029

Lakshei 2shram, Xaugani
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A workshop was held at Almedabad from Sth +o 11th August
this year, bringing together Gandhian constructive Women workers
from all over the country. This workshop was the second of its
kind, the first having been held at Bangalore in June. Most of

at Bangalore were not able to come o Ahmedabad,

The workshop was preceded on the 8th by a one=day seminar
crganised by 'CARTE' = Centre for Agrarian Research and Training -
with the .helP. of Sot, Suman Bang, cne of the participants of the
Gandhlian Werkshop. The CARTE seiiinar had been linked with the
workshop to enable CARTE to gain experience for starting a
women's wing, from the varied experiences in the fiela of the

Gandhi an constructive workers.

At the Bangalore workshop 1t had been decided that Smt.
Padmaja Rani would be the Tapporteer for the next wﬁfkshop, angd
she opened the proceedings with a brief recapitul ation of the
earlier workshop in which a greater part of the time =vaillasble
had been devoted to a sharing of individua! experiences on the pari
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of the participants. It was desirable she said t¢c maintain a continu-

ity with the eariier discussicons and discuss the methedology

of achieving the programmes ocutlined earlier, at greater length.
&nt._ Padmaja Rani also underlined the importance of the groups
having chosen Almedabad az the venue for the workshop: 1t was
partly to express support toc Smt. Ela Phatt and 'SEWA' and also
to enable participants to see for themselves how ‘SEWA' had
schieved succoss in organising women, using a purely_Gandhian.
methodology. (Note:= Because of this purpose in mind, the minute
details of SEWA's work and their experience are reported here,
Works done by other groups would be reported in the quarterly

newspaper being prepared by Institute of Social Studies).

The programme for the workshop had been arranged 1n such
a way that discussions would follow from visits to the SEWA
Marketing Centre and Bank eon lssues that presented themse;VEs
from such visits and which were relevant to the work experience

of 211 the women activists-present.

on the 9th
SEWD ' 5 2 1 ; vigtgt-

The planned field visit on the Sth intreduced the partici-
pants of the workshop to the rural aspect of SEWA"s work, started
in 1977. &Smt. Anila Theolakia of SEWA described the clreoumstances



in which the project was started, the Aiffiovltlies SEWA encoun

tered, the progress it had made and the subtle attitudinal changes

- that had tzken place in the out-=loock of the pecple,

The area reflected all the problems associatéd with rural
' poverty and expleltation, It was a dry area with seasconal
arployment only. There was massive unempleoyment for eight months
of the year. These were traditicnal craftemen and womm. reduced
to poverty and loss of craft skills by lack of raw materials and
exploitation,

SEWA's faith 1n Gandhian ideclogy was reaffirmmed when the
distribution of the ambar charka to starving families provided
them employment and more income than mamy of them had seen in
their lives. SEWA provides raw material and markets products at
Fhadi Gram Udyod.

The SEWA programmes in the jrillage cover severzl activities:
creche, balwadl, a2 legal 2id commlittee, dairy cooperative, tailor-
:1‘.11-:_*.,r class, craft training, maternity protection, scheme, arrange—
ing of bank loans etc. The pecple of the village are themselves
invelwved in' all the programmes and speak with pride of thelr
cormectlon with 3SEWA,

The partiecipants at the workshops were interested in

knowirig‘ how SEWA had overcome the practical problems of working
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with women of the poorest sections of the uwnorganised sector sinece
this cencerned them all, especizlly zs= Gandhians. They also.

wanted zome elucidation on the methodology specifie to organisation.

Smt. Ela Bhatt spoke at length of the formztion of SEWA,
She sald that she had not studied Gandhifi in depth nor started -
initially with an idea of Gandhian idsology. bu-:-; she had faith
in.him becanée he always talked cf the poorest and thought io
temms of their total development. When SEWA was started, there
was no medel in front of the oryaznisersy only a feeling that
every man/woman has strength within to f£ight injustice. After
meeting women from the unorganised sector and having discussions

with them, S3SEWA had a better understanding of their problems.

In India uniﬁns have been formed conly in the industrial
sector and .the public sector workforce has benefitted the most.
The.mass of the workforce on th:z cther hand has received no
benefits but has been exploited. The organised sector provides
emPloymen£ only fn 11 per cent of the workferve amd disproportionate
attention is lavished on it., If any mill closes down, there is
a great to-do and many organisations like NTC are there & to
protect the workers. -The ramaining 89 per cent of the workforce,
however, is untouched by any interest. This is the 'unorganised’
i.e, the self-amployed sector, which can_be.strengthed cnly through
organisaticn, only if they have security. But among them only,

the unemployment is ifncreasing. MNo national survey has been done



5

to £ind out their skills, what they do. how much they earn ete..
and the majority of thig sector is women, Thé Census data als=o
never captures this hidden workferce, Census workers are condi-
tinned,?wnmen aAlso do not congider themselves as workers, so
there is no officisl record and hence no plamnning for them., Who
is the =verage Indian women? She is in the rural areas, illiterate.
imvisible and a worker. She works hardest and is paid the lowest.
If the man is the weaver, he is noted but not the pre-weaving

and post-weaving labour expended by the woman - thus she gets no
wage elther, With the growth cof a cash eccnemy, the increase

in the value of money has devalued the women's lzbour in kind,
Thus she has no money, no land, no control over income and when
she 1s thrown out of her house, she is absolutely ﬁestitute._ When
a men has money to spend, he buys a transister or improves his

appearance:s but does nothing to ease his wife's physical burden.

-When SEWA was started, Smpt. Bhatt said, all these issuesl
were not so clear but in retrospect SEWA couvld concretely pin-
polnt what 1t had achiél_}*.gd. If .had shown that here were the
women and they were economic contributors to the country, who
were entitled to control avér i1n¢eme and tc higher wages. SEWA'E
work had reduced destitution and provided economic sul::pﬂrt. in the

Eorm of a bank gystem.

SEWA reached three kinds of self-employed categories:
{1) those who work at home, at bidi, chindhi, basket work, (2) those



whc”vend items like vegetables, junk {3) those who sell 1abour,
1like EMQbis, heaﬂilnaﬂérs. agiicultural 1labour, constructicn
labour. The ﬂrst category has many problems in common with .
the third, but thelir basic problean 1s raw materlal. The items
they provduce are alsc made for the poor who cammot affort to
pay much. Raw materlal Is expenslve or not available and much |
labour is expended sn the items produced. Thues the profit margin
1s low, wages are small, and effort put in is great. If we wish
to revive the artisan or craftsman we must prnvi.de a raw material
bank which caters to those who depend on it directly. This
would even free them from the need for credit, SEWA has been
writing to the Planning Commission to consider this issue as

of primary importance.

The problems of the third categery of workers are the
worst and they are the most exploited. Contract labour has
the m&ximm women employed. Labour is surplus, rules are
bypassed and there is maximun exploitaticn. Women alse de not
come forward because they are t:hankful for even a little work.
Te organise this category of women, one has to overcome thelr
constralints like lack of time, hc-usehﬁld chores, lack _c-f eCivacy,
burden of child care, hcst:ij;ity from the husband, from soclety.
Often even after getting them together and conscientising them
about minimum wages, one setback may couse them to slip back
inte their shell of fear. SEWA had tried to get the minimam

wage implemented for cotton pickers. By the time the women
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were organised enough, the season was over. And on getting
the minimmm wage, they went back to the "Seth® and gave him
half their wage so that they would get work the next day, Yet
one had to wage a copmstant and continuous battle with the

Government o get the minimum wage implemented,

SEWA had alsc done a lot of work for the second category
of women, the_ venders, by +rying to get wages fixed according
to dlstances carried but their wen came in and tooX over the work
while women went back to head lcading., The story ﬁas the same
for block printers. The men of their own families went to work
in the screen-printing factories so it was not so egasgy to i1dentify
the "enemy®. With chindi workers, SEWA had more success, Chindi
ﬁurke:r’& were the iowest paid where the 1oweat'wage was 50 paine.
SEWA used all the Gaﬁdbian methods and f£inally a gettlement was
made over +he table wlth the Labour ﬁcmmissioner. Yet over a
2 month peried, many of the .chindi workers mare.vieﬂmised, and
cf these most depended entirely on thelr wéa;’teé from chindi. Thus
SEWA was morally pressurised to start their own Production Centre and
vltimately this proved to be the answer and the SEWA shop was
opened in the chindl bazaér. Thus the union of the Selifi-Employed

Workers was fommed.

Regarding the fommations of unions, Smt. _ElaiE‘l;gatt felt
tha;t we must not adopt western mud.eis of wnionisation but evoclve

our pwn structures, There are no laws to pm_i:ect the mions of the



self-anplcyed':!.ike SEWA, One way could be to form cooperatives of

all workers espécially agricunl tural labourers. Here One Can sea

the relevance of Gandhi's ideas of secially responsible ‘unions

who are réqunsible for the entire welfare of the labour. The
present day uniens had degenerated intc a wicked and privileged
section and become a vested interest, One can expect nothing frem
them. At the same time the image of trade union$ will not change
unless the women cemé forward with the work life, Vinlenée doas
not selve issues and quickly turns into a law-and-order situation,
in which the csuse is lost. Gandhian methods have been tried eut
successfull in Atmedabad by SEWA and the members of SEWA are now
ready to organise and =bsorb new ideas. It was for the construe-
tive workers and voluntary agencies to shew the way, she felt that
all labour; agricultural and margihal farmers, and artisans
should a1l unite into one fommal structure called the R.P.O. -
Ru;al Foor Organigaticn, and they should be entitled to ali the
benefits of traditional trade unions., She was in touch with

the I.LO, on this issue and had requested them to consider the
self-employed on an egual footing with the orgsnised sector.

It seared highly unjustified that an organisation lik_e I.LO,
should be set up only to handle & per cent of the 11 per cent of

the organised labour force.

Smt, PBhatt alsc suggested that the minimum wage_should
be the same 21l over India and if government was intﬁ?*?—’s"_:e*i in

doing, it eculd be implemented.



Also, government schemes dig not reach the poor — many of
them did not know about them. There should be a system of propaga-
ting schemes and mﬁking them easy to avail of., A labourer hag
o go to the Secretariat.in order to get a form to get 3 éubsidy
forx purchasing a cow. The bank dces not give the loan i1}
the subsidy is cleared - and vice versa. To avoid this kind
nﬁ harassment of the rural poor, dellvery of services should be

at ome centre, at the taluka level.

. Yoluntary workers should réquest the govermment to provide
E.G.3. everywhere, and to see to its proper implementatinn.__at
present, wages are not paid and offieials are highly corrupt.

In the rainy seascon, some alternative employment should be provi-
ded. The E.G.S5. 1s a good Place to get women organised. Organisa—
tion leads to acquisition of self-confidence and integration
between the rural communities and the urban wemen who work with
them, Women have a special role to play in this work because

women in India still have a credibility which could be used to
advantage. .Hbmen alsc have a better economic sense and this sheuld

be used for the bettermeﬁt of scclety a= a whola.

The participants at the workshops were anxicus to know
'~ ‘about the formation of cooperatives and asked Smt. Bhatt how she
had organised them s¢ successfully, One preblem raised was the

harassment of cooperatives by auditors, especially when they 4id
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not offer bribes. Ancther was about the SEWA bank (which had

already been discussed during the visit to the SEWA bank),

Smt. Bhatt then elaborated a little cn the various
cooperatives of chindi, veggtable. bamboo, printers and sweepers.
They all had a large degrée of participaticon from the rural women
themsalves and the wemen had té be trained to handle administra-
tive procedures. Gujarat government was also prngfegsive'in
its outlookiand bought all the bamboo were produced by SEWA'sg

members. SEWA provided training te improve their skills.

The Sweepers had been given a big contract by the dairy
coocperatives (five of them) had been formed with the assistance
of the NDDB and SEWA had used the NDDB's infrastructure of
spearhead teams and training programes. Smt. Bhatt wanted to

federate all the cooperatives under the bank,

The.intrnﬁuction tc the project by Anila Dholakia and the
speaﬁh by Smt. Ela PBhatt *ere'interspersed by songs and speeches
by the rural women members of SEﬁh, They spoke freely after
gome initial shyness afztheir own resoonses and their husbands'
to the efforts of SEWA to bring them together, and the sense
of an identify and ﬁignity that they had acquired as women

emerged as a strong impressicn.

Most of the participants were impressed by the remlicabi-
1ity of the SEWA experiment, particularly the bank and were

anxious to implement similar schemes within their own agencies.



1

On_the 10+l -

. The dis;uséions cn the 10th referred at some length to
the Bangalore workshop, and how Mrs. Devaki Jain had felt the
need to get women censtructive workers together on the common
platform of a Gandhian ldeology. The highlights of the Bangalcre
workshop were summed-up, oamely the sharing the personal experiences
and ﬁranEms which had drawn the women together through the reali-
sation that they were common namely the iéﬂntificatinn.cf oricority
issues such as Intra=-household equality of men and women, organi-
sation of women, dowry, equal wages for egual work and equal oppor-

tunities for work. copposition of mechanisation and the harijan issue.

The participants had agreed that while it had been thought
that economic dependence was the cause of intra-household subordi-
natian_nf women, it was really so, and that most women were suppre—
ssed by fear; of men, of soclety, of thelr own bedies, and there

was no real coexistence.

In.order to tackle these problems, women should ke constant-
ly involved in discussions to create awareness, be made aware of
their status while mén who are already 'liberated' should be
made to participate and other convinced with patience, not mili-

tancy.
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.In thelr personal lives, the women had felt that mere

stress should be laid on simplicity and implementing the basic

philosophy of Gandhiji.

The Bangalore ilssues were summed up by saying that mest
of the participants present were already working on the programme
outlined at Bangalore; and 1t would be useful to elaborate indi-
vidual experiences which highlighted how these issues have been
tackled.

As the participants spoke, the following priorities

emerged:

(1} dowry (2} the image of women in films and posters
(3) unemployment (4) prohibitien (5) the need to prepare
the mental ground for women to Fight for equal rights,
This;invclved'thinking of how to unlte wemen, who have no

time or energy and how to arouse them to help themselves.

Since tﬁe fiews expressed as to the order of priority were
divergent, the group felt that dowry for instanes should be
redefined and the issues divided into urban and rural accoerding
to thelr importance for the area, It was difficult to convince a
rural woman that she should not take a dowry from her parents
since that was all she got of her parent's assets. This example
was given by a worker from Bihar. For tribal areas like those of

Madhya Pradesh, men were required to pay the bride price and while



13

'dowry' acquired a different meaning, here alsoc the custom

was cften used to oppress women. Thus dowry was a complex issue
.and_it would be difficult to make it a conmon cause at the national
level although in areas where it was = social evil, it could be
tagﬁled locally - dnwry-weddings should be publicly boycotted

a3 a strategy.

__Simila;ly, thé image of women in cinema, advertdsements,
posters etc, was an issue affecting only urban women and could be
tackled by those individually who were affected in thelr area.
Cne methodology would be to form a study team or spearhead team,
which would take up one £ilm, analyse it, record objesctions and
take up the issue with the Censor Bosrd. The issue was important,
even though restricted, since a large percentage of the future

generations were being morally effected by the media. .

The issue of unemployment and equal wagesg, however, <on-

carned all women, wurban or rural and this could be an unifying

factor to organise women. The women uniformally eXpressed their
concern at the fall in women's employment. Wherever it was a

queétion ﬁf providing employment to only cne member of =2 family,
invarizdbly men were employed; Tt zheould be possible for govern-
ment to restrict certalin categories of employment only to women.
Creches, facilities for women were often used as excuses to not

SmployY Women,
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The other issue which eculd be a naticnal one was brohie
bltion since the consumption of liquor was one of the prime cause
of _the subordination of women particularly in poverty househclds.
It was felt that the well-to-do set the trend in drinking and
that a dialegue should be initiated with them as well.

The women ;greed that while they ccntinugd tw work within
thelr own crganisationé, tackling local issues., they should also
unite at a national level in order to be able to influence policy
decisions of the government regarding these major issues con-
cerning women, ©On employment, the government should be forced
to recognise the right te work and be mac'_ie to imgement equal
wages. The EGS should be set uwp and properly imnlénented in
each State. PEanks should be motivated and new scherne§ called

for from the government.

The strategies used to achieve the above goals could ke
{1) agitations, (2} pady-atr:as. (3} satyagraha, (4) an anti-dowry
day all over the ¢ountry during the msrriage season, (5) propaga=-
tion of literature among wemen's émubsfcthers, and (&) movement
nf activists from one State to another to éxchange experiences
and disgeminate information; seminars and workshops to exchangé
experiences, Organisations like Institute of Sacial.StUdies_Trust

(I58T) could play a useful rcle by circulating a news letter
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linking sister organisations tngeﬁher and gilving information on

varicus schemes of the goverrment.

Some participants felt.that agitations were not a very
successful method - not obly did they have a scasonal psttern of
'‘rise' and 'fall’ but they alsc very easily acquired a political
- colouxing after which it became difficult for the neutral activist
tc'werk in rural arecas. Agltations weré alsc esasier to organise
in scme areas then in others = in Gujarat for instance, it was
dlfficult w@ile in Maharashtra it was easier, From this voint
of view, 'padyatrasf were an effective method of reachiné and
invelving all classes of women. They ccula Ee used +to conscien~
tise women on izsues like castelsm, reservation, evils of arinkf
ing. Participants In padyatras also accuired confidence. However
it was important to maintain a momentum between padyatras by crganisim
prﬂgrammés on the issues discussed, to prevent a slide back into

apathy.,

The dliscussion on the 10th ended by the participants
reaffiming their £sith in Gandhlan idetlogy amd@ its relevance
more particul arly to the world of to=-day. At the same time thef
recognised the nead to strengthen Gandhian institutions themselves,
to analyse their fallures - the lack of younger people in the
movement, for instance - before they could unite te fight for a

FomMMOnN CaUusSe.
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The £ollow-up on the workstop would consist of ) s

wnrksﬁmp at Kausani in easily may next year, (2) a programme of

padyatras from January 30th te 12th February, 1982 to focus on

prohibiticn (3) a system of exchanging news i.e; each voluntary

agency would send in reports of its work and experiences to

I58T who would publisgh and circul ate = quarterly news letter.

On +he 11th: (Informal Sessicn):i-

On the 1ith since most of the warticipants were still
present at the sﬁot. an infcrmal_trip was arranged in the Abmedabad
city to visit SEWA's urban work areas, Jyoti Sangh {an institu-
tion committed to defend women against the atrocities and injus-
tices on them) and Samaj Kalayan.Sangh (2 voluntary agency conducting
abouf 200 Balwadls in ahmedabad dlstrict and committed to child

education.)

This workshop was not restricted to just ideclogical
discussicns But all the discussions were based on the down-to-
earth field experiences of the activists and sc were more mean=-
ingful. It was a rich experience of introspection and 2nalyeis

for all the participants.



BUIGIHY OF GAMDHIAN wONEN'S wGHKSMOEX

o

The Isstitute of Sccial Studies Trust decided to organise
a series of workshops in collabaration with Gemdki Fesce
Foundation for Gendhian Women Workers. The first worikshop in
this series was held in Bpngalore - 5rd June, 1981 to 6%th June 196t.

Mrs Devakl Jaln, the Director, expressed the purpose of
having EIJI.I:I!. 2 Workahop im ber cpealng ﬂpmﬁ._ She aaid, *This
workshop 1is laaht to strepngtben woman by providing them & plat-
form to exchange their viewa .and sbare thelr e:parieﬁnaﬂ. S he
continued "we all have certa:l.hthinga in common - gl]l of us are
woman gssoclated with Gandhian Grpenisastions workiug for our own
femilies o3 well aa outside. Being women what sre views af
different levels? Are there any differences betweseh O viewa
and thoae of man? 1f there pre dilferences, then bow do we
differ? hat does 1t mean to be Uandhian woman? What 16 our -
vision of & 1au.-tu1 and peaceful secliety? To this exi we have
to formulate programmes to fulfill our vision,

After tnis comprebensive introduction, Mrs Jaim, highkisbted
some of the problems Iaced-_ by women, and atraﬁm the need for
finding sracticsl solutioms to these problems. These should be
of belp not only to Gandilan women but aisc to othar wozen to
whom the services are directed she =pid, and added that we munt
also explore the possih:liitien ol npréading Gandhian ldeology
in our target area.
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*One such 035ible solution could be the davelopment of
Lhadl IndusiTy”. Seme of us are connected with such organisations,
Many of theee organisatioms have big production centres Yhere
bundreds of women are working but there 18 hardly any organisations
of these workerz which will air their profesaional and 'pe.rnm:.ml

broblems, .

The second possible Solution could be the conatruction of
lavatories under the rural sanitation programme. The third coulo
be the devaloiment of cottage industries,

Ever since the Govermmentsl control om the croductiom whol
has been 1lifted, many cotton ailis have bean taking over wool
production, This is likely to atiect 16,000 to 1,00,000 HEll
Women who will be rendered jobless. Lfforts were made to Ghange
this policy but vere not fruitful. Had a. dewons tration beemn
leunched, it would have been, pernaps, illegal.

After intreducing themselves, the particijants related
their ewperiences and the burdles overcome by them during toe
course of their woitk,

Thiz mesting wWas called Bo as to fors such a powerful
vomen's group which could tackle the probleme of sizter organifs-
tions aend be of belp in their times of need.
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5B A, during this period, was going through difficult times
in connectien with the Schedule caste reservatios policy. Te

unders tand and assikt SEWA, it was decided to bold then next
mecting at Abmedabad from the 9th to the 11th of .ﬂ.lguat 'Ei. To
hagin Hith all the women psrticlpants first sge the working of

SEMA snd understood the ;rebiem faced by the organisation. The
next day the isaues focused were ga follows: Dowry, the image of
woRen 58 portrayed in films and a&mtﬂeﬁmﬁ, unemployment, mental
preparation of women to struggle for equal rights, | |

A participant from Bjihar viewed dowry froma s different per=
ﬁpﬂtire. She observed thﬁt olly Sons wWerse g,irnn'ia apare in the.tr.
father's property and thé.t dowry was the oflly Way a dmlahtar. would
ge.t a part of her share of tbe property, ITherefore, it is difficuit
to disuade a girk from taking & doury with her. A2 opgosed to this
system, abongst tie itribals it is wsually the groom'a femily that
pays a bride-price, This is why 1t was falt that the prnhle-. will
‘have to be 2olved at the local lewel, '

The iasue of the iBage of wWomen a8 purtrayed in ﬂ.lll.
ad“rtiae-enu aend. poRters was also dismaad. A direct impact of
this protrayal usually effected urban women omly, The worksbop
decided to conwvey its .‘iiﬂ'ﬂ tc the Censor Board,

A3 far as unemployment and the issue of equal wages is concerned,
it effects Both, the urben and rural women, equally. The decrease
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in participation of women in the labour force wak alsp discussed,

Deciajions were zlso takem zbout the future .rograumes to
be undertaken, which ir a¢ follewe: g 'radh Yatra® from the
30th of January to 12th Februery '82, a8 guartarly nemsletter
vould be brougnt out by the Institute of doclal Studies Trust to
facilitate exthange of information anongst tus different ofga-
nisation,

1t wgs decided to bold the next -neeting at Keusand,



PROCEEDINGS OF GANDHIAN WOMEN'S WORKSHOP
HELD IN
LAKEHMI ASHREAM, KAUSANI lst-3rd NOV,.1932



Proceedings of the 3rd Gandhian Women's
Workshop — held at Lowmi Ashram, Kaugani

Iptroduction:

The third workshop of Gandhian Women was held from
l1st-5th November 1882, at Laxmi Ashram, Kausani, in the

Kumaon Hills of Uttar Pradesh.

The beautiful surroundings, with the Eﬂsi river, the
plne forests, the snew-capped peaks and the inspiring atmos-
rhere and example of Lawxmi Ashram, did much to snhance and en-
rieh the discussions and interacticn that tock place duriné

the workshop.

There were six sessions over three days and the last
two days were devoted to field visits to nearby villages where

Lakshmi Ashram has been involved in developmental activities.

The workshop was a "Free—format" and tetally informal
one, with only broad qutlinEE of topics indicated for each
session. A chairperson was nominated fer each session, to
facilitate conduct of proceedings, bvut participants were free

to bring up any issue they thought relevant/imp. and 4id sc.

The discussicons took place entirely in Hindi. There were
about twenty-five participants and observers. The seniocr students
of Lakshmi Ashram as well as the staff, attended many of the

sessions.



Sessicn T

ant. Radha Bhatt briefly welcomed the participants and
expressed the hope that the workshop being hHeld in such inspiring

surroundings, would prove fruitful for all present,

She referred to the association of Sarla Behn with Lakshmi
Ashram and noted that several close cclleagues of Gandhiji had
passed away thié year. She suggested that 2 message of condolence
could be sent to Dr. Sushila Nayyar sister ¢f Mr., Fyarelal, who

had just expired,

After thig the participants and cbservers briefly intro-
duced themse;vés menticoning the highlights of the activities they
were involved in and indicating their interest or expectaticns
from the workshop. Many said they had come te learn and to f£ind
answers for their proklems-crganisaticnal or cthg:wise—thrnugh the
workshop. Some had attended the previous workerg) but for many
it was the first one. See Annexure I for brief preofiles of parti-

cipants.

When the intreductions were over, Radha Behn referred to the
previocus two workshops and mentioned the chief issues discussed
in them, In the first workshop, held at Bangalore the main issues
discussed were ¥hadi, enviromnmental health and income-generation for

women. However for Radha Behn, the most memorable experience of the
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workshop was the acqualntance and personal knowledge of so

many wonderful *“Gandhian® Women", She was particularly impressed
with the story of Mirmala Memon and fslt that even though

Mz, Mencn was not present at tﬁis workshoep, her presence could

be felt,

- Radha Eghn appreciated the continuity prnvidéd by this
series of wofkshops and the chance they offered for women of
all ages, with Gandhian ideals, working in far—-flung areas on
their respective projects, in their respective organlisaticons, -
to come close to each other and share their experiences, problems,

solutions =tc.

She noted that ene common facter amony those present
was thelr adherance or belilef in Gandhian ideals/cencepts
{she did not like to use the word ideelogy) - and their wish

to propagate these values more widelyl

Ancother common factor was thelr womanhood-therefore the
group could consider what they wished to do or say as women -
wives, mothers, sisters = 1ln bringing about development and
social change. Showld women try to follew the paths trod by man

or should they try to find a separate identity?

Feferring toc the second workshop held under the asgis
of SEWA Almedalad, she noted that a leot gf the discussions centred

round the crisis Sewa was facing at that times, and on the Issues



arising from it. The workshop had expressed solidarity for
SEWA and the stand it had taken. Other issues discussed were
soclal crimes against women, wulgar projection of women threough

media ete. and prohibition.

It was mentioned that KGMTT at its last meet had planned -
a Padyatra frem 3Cth January-12th February 1982. To create
awareress and @rouse women on these issues (Stree Shakti Jagaran

Andclan?)

The first igsue of the ISST newsletter to link Gandhian
Women in all parts of the country,. was distributed to the parti-

cipantg, as also a summary of previous two workshops.

Segsion IT

In this session Smt.{Ms.) Indu Tikkikar addressed the
participénts, dwelling on the underlying philosephy and princi-
ples on constructive work for development and social change. She
nofed that humanity in‘man' lay in his power of discrimination,
his ideals and aspirations towards a better life and his realisation
angd conscicusness of the unity of life and experience. These are
some of the perennial truths, enshrined in the Hindu's scrip-
ﬁurea. She felt that the Gandhian perspective gave practical shape
to these values in the modern age of scienﬁe and technology. She
did pot favour the term "ldeclogy" the vis=a-vis the Gandﬁian

view of life and scciety ~ preferred "Vichar® to "mad“. In an
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age of rampat materialism and consumerism Gandhi spoke of
"Sarvodaya" - protest against evils and exploitation of all kKinds.
Gandhil's constructive work was to aim at development of study

in the physical as well as the spiritual sense.

While other spiritual leaders/thinkers accepted the use
of violence under certain circumstances as & means of bringing
social change, CGandhi was the first twe upheld non=violence as
the only means for it. She mentioned that the trwe chaage in
society as well as im the individual, through self-realisation

and awareness, could ecome through the Gandhian view of life,

¥hadi spinning was concelived as an unifying forece in the
country wherein labour would own its means of productien. Seciety
was not te be based on expleoitatiocn but on mutual éuppnrt. In
the ancient times some women achieved spiritual thing, but today
women who enter public life.tthUgh politics, are unakle to

maintain their value and integrity.

However constructive workers werese free to chose a different
optiﬁn, to take a different chénce. These were listed Ey Indu
Behn as {i) commitment to protection of the environment {ii} build-
ing up self-awareness, self-evaluation and sel f-confidence in
order to be a2 successful and effective wnrker.\(iii} commitment to

regicnal development and self-sufficiency and de-centralisation.



&

Here Ms. Tikkikar related an anecdote when Gandhiji addressed the
protesting mill werkers of Manchester whe had lost their job ag a
result of the “Swadeshi" movememt. He sympathized with their

plight but explained the conditien of the rural producers in India
who were forced to depend on raw material coming from distant shores.
He was able to convince them of the rationale of his belief that |
primary needs of a community should be met locally - and in the

aconony of permanence,

Ms. Radha Bhatt commented that the centralisation had
beccme the norm in the present social set up. She felt that leader-
ship is important but shbuld remain within limits,” the impetus for

the change has to come £rom within the ¢commurRity.

She noted that “"Khadi® has become nearly a commercial
commedity — tocexpensive for the commen man to afferd. Thus the

criginal concept of khadi is belng forgotten.

she felt that qualitative work is mere important than
meye numbers reached and said that she applied that haelief in the
case of Lakshmi Ashram. BAlse, organisations of constructive.
workers should limit their size as undue and gnrick expansicn in-
evitably brought in many evils and problems. Concrete examples

of this phenomen are to be secneit today.

A case in point was KVIC whose centralised planning

left no reom for contact and manceverability at the regional level.



There followed detailed discussion of the 1lls of XKVIC
and the system generated by it. 3Amost all participants expressed
their dissatisfaction with KVIC., Reference was made to Vinobha
Bhave's direction to leave Khadi Commissicon and make a Khadi
mission - where imdividual organisations wouwld have greater say
in decision making etc. Ms. Kamala lLela referred te the meeting

of the khadi mission at Paunar in the second week of January 1983,

Vidya Behn from Khadi Gram, Bihar and Shakuntala Behn
from Kumari Kata, Assam, related thelr experiments with priecing
and sale of Khadi even within the existing ffanework. In Khadi-
gram, the price was breought down by zbout 8,2/ = without any losses
belng incurred; while in Kumeari Kata, the spinners and weavers
of 'endi® silk were paid double the KVIC rate without affecting

the price structure.

Here it was pointed out that efforts to provide increase in
income should go alengwith guidance on how te spend the income,
Otherwise there was great risk of distortion of vélues and up-
setting the balance in the lives of rural pecple. But this kind
of imput became difficult when implementing govermment programmes.
Eesults have fto be shown in numbers, targets have to be reached -

this left no time for interaction with people.

211 these comments le@ to the suggesticon by Xrishna Kumari

Behn that a memorandum expressing participants issues, should be
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presented to KVIC. Anila Behn mentiecned that after a meeting
at Almedabad, the entire matter and all preblems were discussed
with KVIC but nething had come of it. Hard facts and good docu-

mentation were required on which the demands could be based.

The dispute between the Khadi Beard and ¥hadi Commisgion

further complicated matters, for Khadi workers and crganizers.

1t was decided that these problems shounld be tackled through

crotest az well as constructive work.

Each organisation should dccument'its own experiences with
khadi; all the facts could then be put together andg ﬁresented to
KVIC in a memorandum. But Gandhian crganisétions should also
protest by boyoottimg the KVIC connection and being prepared to.
face whatever hardships this way entails since certification was
found to be such a burden & constraint it should be rejected

and independent marketing channels shovld be openead.

It was agreed that publicity should be given to the views
expressed and the suggestions mooted through sarvedaya press service

and magazines 1ike Malitreyi and Kasturba Darsghan.

It was also suggesfed that specially trained persons who
could educate the masses regarding the significance of khadi, shounld

be eppointed for all Khadi programmes. Salesmen of Khadi should



alsc be oriented to their rele in order to be gffectiva.

Mrs. Jaln summed up the discussion en Khadi by saying
that one output of the workshop could be initiate a dialegue with
KVIC at the highest level; this should be based an well -researched,
well documented facts and should be in the form of 2 2=3 day
interaction with top KﬁIC prople. Otherwise, it was likely

tc be as futile as earlier attempts.

In case of failure to get responsive action from KVIC there

couid be a movement for Gandhian groups to form their own network
of non-certified agencies and work out their own production and

marketing channels,

In her concluding remarks, Radha Behn reflected on styles of
crganisations; how evils could creep intc_Gandhian organisations and
thay &my}d always he alert against i1t. Special efforts should be
made tbﬁthese erganisations free of exploitation and non-viclent in
the true sense of the term. . In the modern world™man' is lest in
society and has become a cog in the wheel: Gandhian perspective
was to fight this trend. Alsc women's organisatiens should not

take on masculive names and styles but should develope thair own.

The third sessior was chaired by Uttara Behn. Vidya Behn

introduced the topic for discussiaon: Rolefcontent of constructive work

and creating peocples awarenass.
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Gandhiji beﬁﬂved that constructive work for sccial change
should be carried out parsilel %o government programmes. His
projects for Khadi, animal hushandary, adult literacy, education,
peoplas ﬁrganisations and neighbourhcood self-sufficlency were

meant to be implemented through community participetion.

In Khadigram, thege principles were being fellewed szince

its inceptieon in 1%56. Through their work, the orgenizers had
developed considerable inter-zction with the reople and had come

to know the particular preoblems cof the women.

They were now inwvelwved in awareness building among women
in 22 villages in the Santhal Parganas. The villages are quite
gmall, comprising of 18-150 families in each village. This is
because it is a custom among the people {tribals) to abandon
homes if anyone dies there. The tribals occupied this land in
earlier vears when land laws were not so strict and were not

enforced. Alspo the villagesare scattered.

BEarlier men used tﬁ collect firewood and go to the city.
to =ell it. after toll taxes =nd other rules were intrpduced,
men could be arrea£ed and fined etec,, therefore women took on
the task of carrying and selling the firewaﬂd; leaf cupsz etc.
However they faced harassment and expleoitation of all kinds to

which they were ferced to submit.
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When Renana from Sewa (Ahmedsbad) visited them, the women
eventually admitted they disliked what they were deing and would
like a way cut but could find none. However, the awareness of

their plight has come and they would welcome a solution.

25 of these women are being trained in Charkha spinning and
getting & stipend of K.3/- per day. Shram Bharsti has injtiated
this programme on iﬁs ownl, with no help from KVIC or anvone s&lse.
The intention is to stért.a SEWA and to provide alternative scurces

of income for these women.

ahila Behn asked whether SEWA (Ahmedabad) could help in
any concrete way. Vidhya Eehn replied that one project had already
been forwarded to SEWA and she hoped that suggestions and help
may coﬁe during the prganisers training camp at Almedabad to which

she and her colleagues were goling.

Az alternate inceme scurce, somse of the tribals were against

charkhasinning, therefore, this was not suggested unless asked for.

Vidya behn sald she was expleoring the possibilities of
bidi-making and mentiened tﬁat in Bihar women get B.ﬁ{—.only per
thousand bidis_as compared te men who get k.7/- for the samework.
It would be easy encugh to motivate them to go to strike against
such practices but how couid the voluntary agencies ensure that

they filled thair stomachs during the strike?
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This statement was followed by several others where similar

discriminatory practices were highlighted.

Uttara behn disclosed that in some districts of Gujarat
B.80/- 1s pald for 1 ton of sugar cane if delivered by ftruck.
The same amount of sugar cane delivered by bullock-cart would

fetch B.E/—.

Since the minimum daily wage rate in Gujarat is k.5.50
many migrant labourers come there, who are willing to work or
gsell their products, for any account cffered. These migrant

labourers come mostly from Khandesh in Maharashtra.

Vidya behn also remarked that they would like ko install
toilets for the Santhali women but fa&ed a problem of scarcity
of water. BEvern the one"lota" needed for aﬁhtioué and to keep
the water seal-was hard to come by ¥adha behn stated that Lawmi
Ashream was proposing to install gopurl latrines and to try and
overccome the cultiral cconstraints against it = among the hill

peopla.

Kamala tai pointed out that cone of the targets of construc--
rive workers should be to organise a struggle against sexuwal herass-

ment and exploitation of women.

Al so, education has become commerclalized and meaning-

less. True educaticn means training and disciplining of the mind
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so as to bring sbour changes or gulde the thinking process.

This could be another focus of copnstruotive workers.

There was alsc considerable discussion on the prné and
cons of goverrment programmes being implemented by socil organisa-
ricns. 1t was felt that the pregrammes themselves were not bad,
but usually suffered in implementation. Several participants
related their gxperiences in wndertaking implementation of govern-

ment programmes.

An example was Sharam Bharati's application to run a2
TRYSEM programme. Though 1t was duly ganctioned no MENEY wWas
fortheoming for two Years apparently because of political reascns
and because no bhribe was paid; Anila Behn mentioned a similar
experience with TRYSEM, On the basis of the promised sanction,
SEWA started the training and when no funds were available, they
had to carrcy on scmehow because they could not let down the ‘pecple.
In such circumstances, when the.social crganisation is let down by
the government, the financiasl loss is nothing compci¥ed to the loss

of trust of the pecple.

Radna behn commented that no scheme or constructive work
should be undertaken where pecple's awareness would not be advanced.
She felt that the time for dependance on individual leaders had
passed (Pecple of that high ctatus were rare now) and that the

era of teamwork and pecple's leadership had arrived.

Pe illustrate this, she related some episodes that had

pocured in the region.
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In the hills, women collect stacks of pine neadles to put
on the flocrs of cowsheds, for warmth. Mannure is alszsc formed
from it. In one wvillage when all the nearby trees were cut, women
had to walk further to ccllect their stock, They realised this

and decided to stop cutting trees. Forest preservation automatically

starteé in that are=.

In the same will age, a-sqapstone quarry was started and
woTkes started carrving leoads of stones through the paths which
the women used to go to thelr fams and to the forest. The women
protested and a conflict started with the contractioms. The stru-
ggle was protracted and several had to be fought bhefors the'quarry
was closed and the issue resclved. Women tock the lead in the

whole procesg which took several years,

Lakstmi Ashram's work in the region had prepared the ground,
but the initiative was taken by the village women who alsc had
the determmination te ceontinue and raised the funds to support the
struggles.

Similarly, in another case, wcmen asserted thelr right to
belong to the forest éanchayat, Smt. Vidya Omprakash said that
in the current era some rethinking on constructive work is required.
Focus.should be on the individual and =ll plans should create on the
person., Parallel lines of development should be premoted, by NGCS

Gandhian institutions got carried away on the wave of independance
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and became dependant on government funds., The movement became
diluted and became centred on money (resources) and nmot onmen.

Now, their work should go on in depth and not be diversified.
‘Cheracter building should be the main aim, and organisation of
people should be through the satyagraha rather than the trade union
approach. Gandhjan instituticns should try to remain as pillars

of idealism and noble walues,

Mz, Devaki Jain raised the question of funding for volun-
tary organisations. Many feel they should not be implementors of
gcvernmént policy. But where could they get funds to‘péy their
staffu arrange meetings etc. could funds be raised from the people

they were working with? This was not vet possible in Indis.

SZnt. Krishna Kumarli related her éiperience with funding
rescources for constructive social work. Feor the last 9 years
her grnﬁp has been conducting a seven—-day camp which cgsts sbout
k. 2, 500/— somehow the money has always been available. She felt that
work should be started and if it is worthwhile, the money will
come. In their camps, contributicns are requested; when the

requiremsnt is met, no morse Is collected,.

A harijan bastiEas adopted: when wvillagers saw the good
work being done, the Shiv Mandir was put at their disposal. These
Drganizefs now run a balwari, an adult education centre amd
sewing and embriocdery classes. Smt. Vidya Omprakash felt that

those who have benefited from Gandhian ideals and guidance should
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not get totally submerged in the modern currents. They should
engage in awareness building and integrated village development.
The accent should be on the young who will form the nexﬁ generaticon
Gandhi an " constructive work should be for mation building, charac-

ter building and social change..

People who beléved in this would find themselves going
against the current and wnu{ﬁmbg faced with lot of cbstacles.
Often they fownd themselves 1aahﬁ hope and despdaring. Therefore
workshops like the present one were so helpful - one met and
exchanged experiences ete, with others with the same beliefs; same

preblems.,

She added that their emphasis should be on decentralisation,
m-
and-man rather than money should be the focus, There was great need =
. Uileg
to-day for constructive workers of the Gandhian. w examnples
could be set through personal and crganisaticonal choices of modes.
Some expansion of activities is essential but in her opinion

"Jeep casting" was more important than “broad casting“.

Kamla tai: Small projects can be started without external
funds, but for larger projefts, other sourtes have to be tapped.
If cne is strong encugh, money can be taken from any source. The
source should not be able te put any pressure on the integrity and

strength of the imstituticn.
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Gandhi had the stature, so he could take the hespitality

gf the work-shep and money from Birla.f

smt. Jain suggested that as an ocutcome the groups parti-
cipating could take up one common constructive programme

apart from the preogrammes they were already carrying ﬁut;

gwmt. Vidya Omprakash stated that family sheuld be taken
as the unit for developmental efforts -~ rather than western -
inspired women's liberation - which gseparated men and women. Shea
felt that man - woman relatiénships and responsibilities should
he clagsgified for the future, Women ;1ready ﬂave their ewn work and

responsibilities, they should net ke obkliged to take on more.

Thig point wasg later classified by Smrt. Jain whe made =a
plea for separate planning and policies for women - fer a while -
in order to redrass the imbalance.that exists to-day. It is
important to prcﬁate solidarity of women and to develop their
consiousness off women, as individuals and as vehicles of social

change.

Shakuntala Behn related a very striking eplsecde that had
opocured in Kumarikata in Assah. Fefuges had settled for several
yvears/generations in sbme reserve forest land. They would
periodically face eviction orders, their huts would he destroyed

but they would rebuild and carry on. In 1964, the Revenune Ministar
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ordered that the settlement be wiped out once and for all. People
came to the g;amdan office for help and got permission from the
coliector to do satyagraﬁa. But the ultimate moment, they could
not Jdeclde what to do though they did want to stand against the
corruption etc. Finally the women found a solution. They rthshed
forward and held on to the trunks and legs of the elephants
brought to crush their homes, and started praying to them and
invoking the spirits. The elephants refused to move forward
and the operation had to be stopped. No further eviction was
tried though the issue is not yet settled.
caile

Sugandhti behn raised the issue of .she also mentioned
casterism in use of wells and water - sources provided under
government schemes. Anila behn cited similar experiences in

SeWa's work in villages.

Women got together for evérything but water. This shows
that they accept the new ideas superfically but not at heart.

The process of change is very slow.

Kunjumal bhai said that in the hills, harijans are
materially well off, but remain segregated. This is accepted
tacitly even by official agencies. In other environments and
in the cities, the differences are not kept up but the same

people revert to old norms and habits in the villages.
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The Gandhian groups in the hills organize a community

ter on 2Znd October where all mix and eat together,

Mg, Jain commented that identification of the scheduled
castes was meant to give them benefits and status and help in upward
mobility. But this idea had backfired. ©5She referred to the 41 spute/cr
controversy between Gandhi and Ambedkar where one favored assimi-
lation while the other was for resembation. It appeared now
that resemation on basis of caste was not helping the scheduled

castes and had created a backlash.

Mrs. Jain also stated her belief  that women should write
as women. They have their own perspective and should draw on
it and strengthen themselveé AS women. The-states for place and
progress are greater for women and they have greater strength
also but must realise this. She felt that women were ripe for
action and were locking for imspilration, ready to ignite women,

as homemakers, need peace morethan men.

Gandhiji saw women's develcopment in two phases. Phaze 1

was women for women and Phase II was women for society.

Smt. Vidya Omprakash stated that as Gandhians no caste

distinotions should be acceptable to them.

Tadha behn commented that it was necessary to build up
self—awaréness and self-confidence in women. As of now, women

congider themselves as inferior and therefore do not wenture to
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“take initliatives. The best way to build up and strengthen
women, is for them to take up seoclal, hpmanistic igssues rather

than individual cnes.

The same thing could be said for schedwuled castes and tribes.
It appeared that discrimination against them has increased in the
last 25 years and this could ke attributed te some extent to goverm-
ment policy of reservation. Caste was being emphasized rather

than wiped out,

She quoted &n episode:Ia valuation Committee interviewed
students and through their peointed gquestions established the caste
of a student publically. The girl:.was very upset, as caste
distincticus were totally non-existent at Lakstml Ashram. After
that L.A. stopped taking the grant for which the valuation

Committes was zent.

Mg, Venu Rald;kar referred back to the questicn of foreign
funds for develnpﬁent programmes. She sajd sometimes in development
projects with foreign col laboration, project staff were highly paid
and had an astentatious life-stvle. This was inadvisable and set
get a bad example to the people who began to feel money was freely
available and began to expect benefits without putting in any

effort themzelves.

It was generally agreed that job reservation should be

on the basis of poverty i.e. economic cendition and net caste.
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Eharati behn szaid that their group lad decided while
dr;p.ng up a development project that.funds would be collected from |
different sources and not from any one source. Also 75% of the
contribution should he from local rescurces, only the remainder
could be met through foreign.funds. They also believed that the
preject should not have too many outsiders on its staff; the
target village sﬁnuld have a mixed group of inhabitants - only
then was integraticn possible. The minimum time necessary for

building up contacts in the willage is one year.

Bharati Behn went on to describe the activities of her
organisation and their experiences with implementation eof appropria-
te technology schemes - like smokeless chulauns, gﬁbar gas plants
and sanitary latrines. She alsc related experiences regarding
adul t education and co-operatives and organising women through
awareness building discussicns, towns, canps, festival etor and of

their schemes to provide employment to women in coff-season months.

In Session Five tPpic of discussion was - swakening of
womens power and how to campaign for it. Bhartl Behn said that
i+t was difficult to take up the campaign on a national scale at one

time, but small campaigns spread over a year, were possible.

In the previous workshop, images was decided as an i1ssie
ta be focussed on. However, in—spite of best intentions nothing

could be done by the group as a whele., One issue therefore could



22

be limiting., She noted that the first step would be to help

women in their househeld work, s0 that their drudgery is lessened -

only then could women be free to think about or do other things.

Durga Behn wanted to know what could be done to improve

the lot of ordimary housewives?

Radha Behn said that so many development pregrammes 3are
going on—-women could £ry to benefit from them according to their

nesds and conditions.

She continued that while plains people are attracted and
impressed by the beauty of the mountains, there is no time for

this in the times of the hill people themselves.

By the time they are twenty-five and have one child, women
age in the hills, They have to toil from dawnm to dus%&n tough

conditions for mere survival.

Whereas it is desirable that balance should come in their
lives, the spirit and independance of hill women should not be

put in ﬁeopardy.

She stated that it is very difficult to know what exactly
will touch women, when and how to arocuse them to protest, to

assert themselves. No outsider can'stimulateﬁis - the impetus comes
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" from the women themselves and then it is really strong.

She gave the example of the women of garud. Some women
taﬁk to drink only to keep warm, not realizing its true consequences.
They became aware of its evil effects only after an episode when
a woman gof drunk had to be rescured etc. 5Still nmo cﬁe made a
move to protest until one day one old woman came forward to protest and .
to pick*it. She sald she had nothing to lese and was geing to die
anyway,— s¢ why not have her say? Subs&quently_B,ﬁoo women jointed
here, while the men kept in the background. The most illiterate
and backward women were sent to the DM & spoke very frankly to him.=-
They threatened to sef fire to the ligqueor shop if it was not closed.
When the DM threatened them with arrest they szaid he would need
3,000 pairs ¢f them. This @pisodd showed that a movementfaWareness

can be spear-headed by cne person, but needs sz mass-base toc succeed.

It was felt that it was necessary to publicise examples
whére women have shown their strength. 2mong illiterste women, the
word cannot be spread in ﬁ%ﬁ;@t Therefore the method has to be
verbal and visual. Hadha Behn suggested that all participants
could make a "Fadyatra" of 20 days toc a month, to take the knowledge
and examples of women's strength to the villages. If seeds are
shown their wéy. they are sure to sprout sometime. Such a journey
would alse reacharge the batteries of the willagers, If they go in

all humility, they will be accepted by the villagers and will be able

to learn from the experience. It is more difficult to work in the
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villages than in an insitution or organiszation. But one must

have the huwwility, patience and willingnegs to learness,

Collection of water, fuel and fodder are the three major
respansibilities of women — yet 50 oftetr: policies are formul ated
in swch a way as to iﬁcrease the burden of this responsibility

O WOREDN.,

A case in point was the constructicn of an eighty-bed
tourist complex in Kausani: ITDC had taken up this project
because the Prime Minister had commented on the beauty of this
hill resort. But accemodating upté 1000 vigitors in the hotel meant
so much fuelweod reguirement for cooking, heating etec. - and the
repercuricus of this on the surrounding forests and therefore the

people, i.e. the women?

Its not that tourists are not welcome: India‘the hills
has always had tourists, pilgrime - but why not house them in
guest rooms in peoples homes? Thie Way tourists will alsco come I
into eontact with the local people. This practice is prevalent
in the alpin%region, Centralisation anmd building of large structures is.

what creates problems.

Kamla tali stated that awareness and education should start
at home. Women should set the examples in their own families.
Women in every strata of society are goppressed in a patrisrchal
set-up women are generally more civilized {because more controlled?) -
than men, Women have to teach men, (as mothers) therefore they

need greater spiritusl strength.
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Krighna Kumari behn sald that her group had been concerned
with streea shakfi Jagaran (awareness of womens Power) in U.P,

for the last 10-11 yvears, Bvery yvear padyatras are undertaken.

Ehe felt that the village women work so hard-~they get.nn
rest, even for an hour it is necessary to create the atmosphere
for a change in appfnach to women. The gelf-image of women in
50 low. Even urban Qnmen whe think they are very liberated

and independant, depand on men for decisions.

However, there is a misapprehension about the term "“Jagaran” -
pecple, even women, often misunderstand it. 279 dowry deaths were
ragistered in V.P. in 1980=R1, She weondered how this could be szo
and why the concerned girls/women, do not have the gelf-confi=-

dence +o live rather than commit suicide.

She therefore thought it necessary to go to the high
schools and colleges, to reach educated young womenh - o arouse,
conscientize them too. She agraed that the base of the thrust

for arcusing womens power should be spirituzl and ideclogical.

Uttara behn commented that women were responsible for
many ills, ends in séciety through their acguisence and passivity.
For e.qg, regarding corruption - if women - as wives and mothers,
prﬂtes;ed against it and refusted to utilize the fruits of corrupt

practices, there was sure to be a sharp decline in it. She said
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she was interested in a comparative study of vedelin and its
surroundings - between now and 30 years back - to see what changes

independance and developmental efforts had brought about.

Mr., Venu Palsikar suggested that as a token gesture, wQmen
could carry out a one-day bucket-down strike - i,e, refuse to
carry water., These men would have to do it and would realise the

problems, hardships faced by women in their respective villages.

Not everYone agreed with this suggestion because they felt
that as the nurturer and rearer, it would be in the women's interest,:

to collgct the matter regularly.

Venu tai dso recommended establishment of more reseue
housesg or short stay centres for women who want to leave their

houses., They should thus be helped to find second homes.

Shakuntala behn concluded that its not only men who have
made us puppets, but women have also let ourselves become puppets
and we have to try hard, pull ourselves up by the bootstraps to

get out of this situation.

In the sixth session, Ms. Devaki Jain summed up the dis-
cugsions of the previous days and listed several possible platforms

for action plans by the group. :

Referring to the previous session- on stree shakri Jagaran,
she noted that two main points emerged: (i) the instinctive germi-

nation of techniques for working with women (ii) once moved,

women rally arou$§€ spontaneously.
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It was alsc apparent that the prefile of poverty and stren-

gth amongst women is an universal phenomenon.

The instinctive response to orisis situations is eszentias—
1ly motivated by a surrival drive-and this is an immediate need
for the poor sections of women. So the instict is to form solida-

rity to solve their problems.

The problem posed to women by the tourism industry is alsc
universal. For e.g. in the phillipines 80% of the women are in
prostitution. Governments allow prostitution because of the foreigm

exchange. This can be focus for women's solidarity.

Ms. Jain felt three fields for acticn could be identified
immediztely - toilets, tourism and teéhnolngy. Since there may
not be anyway of changing or persuading the government bte it the
KVIC or the tourism policy, it weuld be necessary in Lamnipur Block

where Shram Bharti weorks, perhaps 1000 women could land upto protest.

&l s0, Gandhian women could cellect and keep a2 “"Maun Vrat"
or spin charkha for a day - to strengthen themselves and establigh
their sclidarity. Such a "Maun Vrat" could even be taken up at
an international level for an issue like the tourism industrv.
These could be movement to promote tourism in more decentralised

style.

Commenting on the workshop as a whole, Ms. Jain felt that
though no conclusive decisions had bheen reached, many interesting

points had been thrown up. The most importasnt cutcome has been
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the germ of freindship amongst the women present. All thooa

attending had similar beliefs and vaiuesg., = e, g, Don-violence,
khadi etc. - so this discussicn was not like a digcussion within

the family.

All the participants had been able +o freely express their
anxie;ies about the work. The general couscious was that WOImen
should struggle for emancipation of the scciety as a whole

and not so much for the individual or for wonen alone.

Houghly spezking, about eisht main polints smerged from

the discussicons.

O0n the first daf; khadi was discussed in depth. The

dialegue with KVIC should be pursued, but only after constiucting

a sclid data base. A& lot of Qéndhian constructive workers feel
sceptical about the usefulness of negotiating with KVIC and are
in favour of khadi missicn. For this a lot of research, planning
and co-ordination would be regquired. FKhadi as a concept, the
wage =nd price structure, the gquality-should all be studied and
documented. Then “certification" which proves such a problem could be
rejected/hboy cotted and non-certified khadi could be marketed
through personalised channels for e.g. the Bandhian women's ngt
work. ISST could co-~crdinate such an effort, but co-operation
would be needed from all the other organisations. They should

collect and send all their data te ISST.
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2. Organisation of poorest rural women towards self-deter-

mination and self-reliance through twe action programmes —

a) padyatra and b} satyégraha - both of which are necessary

accerding to conditiens prevailirg,

3. The "harijan"issue - the term was given by Gandhiji in
good falth - but had acquired a different use or connotation
now. The term = "harijan® as well as the vplift of those

so termed, require sericus thought and action,

4. - Poverty groups - cne of Gandhiji's pdorities, He believed
in antodaya participants could undertake to raise at least

one family about the poverty line as a commitmenﬁ to this work-

shop group.
5. Sanitary Latrineg: was not taken up in great detail - but

it wag definitely a felt need and so acknoledgeéky all. Organi-

sations could resclve to make S0 latrines in the coming yeear.

.- Tgchﬂoll::gx. := Approprizte and ctherwise, Itz impact. on
women could be studied. e 0. BO% of female agricul tural labour
are at prESEﬁt engaged in wWeeding. With new technology coming

in, they're being retrenched. The answer is to train women in tle

new technolooy so that she gontinues to have some employment.

Ta Eco=development and afforestation are alsc issues which
ef fect lots of women. Other possikle ilssues suggested were:

@) dowry, (&) rape, {c} prositution and devadasis, (4} media use
of women thrcouwgh films, advertisements etc. Eccofding to Mrs,
Jain, & lot cof womenh's groups were working on these Issues. The

present group in selecting a sphere of gotivity, should choose an
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issue which has greatest historical assoclation with Gandhd ‘g
philosophy. That way, the Gandhian perspsctive would get wider
publicity - which was cone of the goals identified by the workshep.
She concluded the choice of issue or platform should be made by
each member institutieon which should commit itself to carzying out
the selected programme in the coming year and to share the failure

at the following workshop.

Regponding to the above suggestions, Radha behn said that

each point could be taken up and digoussed of ¢commented on.,

1. For the dialeocgue with KVIC the data would have tc be collected.
As a start ¥idya and Shakuntala behn, cculd send a detaliled analyses
of their experiments. Also, the injustices within the KVIC pattern
could be identified and some work could be deone én it. Shakuntla
behn stated that they were looking for a pattern fto emerge within

the khadi mission approach.

Krishnakumari behn suggested that those who were directly
involved with khadi, should take up this issue. Radha Bhatt,
Shakuntala, Vidva behn, Kamla tal and Devaki Jain were interested in
taking up “khadi" Kamala Lela cffered toc do z write up and prepare a
dot chart. This was welcomed and she was asked to co-prdinate the

"khadi" plan.

Radha behn said she could get information on the khadi

missicn-which was very voung and of which she is a member,
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i1, dwareness building and organising the la

Pagyatra and Satyagraha are two important toels for this.

Krishna Kumari agreed that padyatra was 3 very good idea |
for organisimg people. She had experienced this irn the mevement
for stree shakti Jagaran; it would be useful for other issues

like anti-dowry campaigns.

Bevaki Jain said that padyatra would seem to organise the
pecrest women and to ralse the consciousness of women on issues
yhieh touch thelr lines directly. Bbarti Bhatt said it would
alén ﬁelp to convey others attempts and concern for the needs of

the pecple of that area - otherwise the pecplewiH not respond,

Krishna Kumari asked if "Shibj¥s” could not alsoc be linked
to padyatras. Anila behn wanted to know whether events like
scarcity or failure of monsoons could alse be issues around

which to organise the poor.

Radha Bhatt replied that it would depend on the situatien
cf the pecple. 5She asked which of the participants were prepared
to take up this programme. Devaki Jain, Bharti Bhatt Vidya behn and

many others promiged to undertake padyatra,

Uttara behn suggested a shibir for training of women in
Yedehi towards the end of Aprile Hospitality would be taken care
of by her srganisation. The list of trzinees could be decided

together.,
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Radha Bhatt ::oncluded that "padyatra® was generally welcomed

by a lot of activists and many were interested in taking it UpP.

She gaid that for the last six months she had been comncidering

a padyvatra from 'mvidya Mandir in Perunar to Maitreyi Ashram

in Assam. However, such a project needs a lot of erganisation. |

In between she was pre-occupied with taking care ef Sarla Dewi.

But now she could foeus on it. Sarla Behn had started a "Sawe the H
Himal ayas™ movement and organisation to spearhead it. So a
"padyatra™ to foecus on ecelogical and envirenmental issues would

be very appropriate.

She wanted Vimla Thskdr to give it a start and participate
at least for the first few days. 5She was going to consult other

wommen from Yttarakhand.

Next, the question of satyagraha was t;ken up. Devalki

| Jain suggested that it could be used as a technique to take

an issue; Krishna Kumari said it should be effective for iasues
like dowry and prohibition. Kamla Lele mentioned that the

anil Bharatya Mahila Parishad would be meeting (annual conference)
in Nagpuwr in January, Why mot participate in_that activity

and use that national platform for spreading the Gandhiar pers-
pective? Mrs. Jain said that she was a member ard could partici-

pate in it.

Regarding the Harijan issmwe, several partieipants spoke
about their experiences. The Kunjmals related how they had

been ostracized by their village for having associated with
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harijang. But they maintained their gtand and ultimately the

villagers came around.

They were of the view that any term which devoted caste,
should be dropped from people's names. Uttara behn felt that
all usage of class classification should be dropped from gov;rﬁ-
ment forms. Venu Palsikar said, this could be done as in the
census. Devaki Jain said that cause of the reservation, identi-

fying their caste, helped harijans to get privilegeg like scholar-

ships and reserved jobs.

Radha Bhatt sald that her organisation would tackle the
issue of harijans whenever confronted with it. For e.g. in the
balwadi programme, they are trying to help the harijan children
to integrate with children from other communities - but gently
and gradually. However, in extreme cases, like the one mentioned
by $ugandha, immediate action may be required.l This ié essential

where there is a conflict.

Shri Kunjlal said that they organised a coimmunity meal

once a year - on occasions like the festival of Holi. At such
functions everyone mingled and intereracted freely. Some indi-
viduals resisted, but the effort was to persuade them gently,
without aggression. He felt it is best to have a positive approach

to the hérijan issue but generally it does not help to move qﬁickly

and ruffle up (raise the hacklesy) other communities.
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Radha Bhatt sajid that everfene could keep i mind this
approach to the harijan issue - if they were not working specifi-
caily for‘harijans, Devaki Jain and Venu Palsikar said that
Shri Kunjmal's example of community meals ete. could be taken up
actively by some participants. ¢

On the next issue - “"poorest women", Radha Bhatt said
that all the Gandhian organisations or those present, were
working for this group anyway. Each one was doing it in their

owWn waY.

On the rural latrines programme, there were several offers.
Bharti Bhatt, Radha Bhatt, ISST, Shakuntala behn, Anila behn,
Vidya behn, had either already undertaken this programme or

were planning to do so.

Radha Bhatt noted that it is important to take up speci-

fic programmes in full seriousness and to report on it the

following Year.

Shri Kunjmal suggested that of appropriate technology
devices ten-~day demonstration camps could be held when door to
door approaches would be made people could communicate their re-
quireménts for latrines, chulahs etc. These moves should be folleo-

wed up and the first projects should be successful, otherwise people

lose interest and faith,
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Mrs. Jain said that rural latrines was adopted as a programme

at thg Kasturba Trust meet in Indore. All participants had under-
taken responsibility for construction of 4 toilets in the course
of the year. If some did not know about the low-cost technologies
available, this knowledge could be shared by those who had it
She gave the example of the project designed for trying out

smokeless chulahs for Shri Chandi Prasad Bhatt's organisation.

Uttara behn said Safai Vidyalaya in Ahmedabad could give
the necessary training and technical input for the sanitation
programme. Shri Kunjmal volunteered to be a resource person for
this prograwme, Devaki Jain suggested the pesgibilities of linking

up toileks with gas plants to get energy and fertiliser as well,

Appropriate technology: Kamala Lele commented that lot of research

and experimentation was going on at centre for Science for villages

in Wardha - but its director, Devendra Kumar, never answered letters,

'queries. Radha Bhatt said that appropriate technologies to lessen

the strain and drudgery of women and to save energy and time, were

most necessary and welcome.

Devaki Jain was interested in a movement against machine
spinning of wool. She said attempts had already been made not
to have the hand - spun industry delicemsed - to avoid displace-~

ment of women workers. She asked if others would join in a compaign

if she organised it. The response was positive.
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‘8hri FKunjmal mentiomed some bf the appropriate te:hnclégy
items that he had worked nn; He is currently engaged in improving
the cutput of the Bageshwari Charkha s¢ that spinners cam earn

upto %.10/~ per day with it.

Prohibitipon: Radha behn said she would not like to take it

up again. They had organized a very successful compalagn; the women
had got mobilized and all the ligquor shops had been closed =

but subsequently they had all been re-—cpened and scme new ones

added.

Ehri Kumjimal said that while it was possible to compaign
against country ligueor, what cculd ke done against the so
¢alled English wine? Hs also commented on the high élncnholic
content in medicine and how this was an indirect means of
getting people adﬁicted. He suggested that a compaign sﬁmuld
ke started to change the_medicél act go that the alcohel content

would have to be within a stipulated limit.

RBadha bhehn agreed that this issue should be pursued

diligently as it was causing great harm smonyg the hill pecple.

Devaki Jain suggestad that media and communications people
should be drawn into the compaign and wide publicity should be
given te this evil to bring it tec the unotice ef educateﬂ'pnlicy

makers.
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Afforestation: The¥e could be three ways of tacklind this issue:
(1) Building awareness through conferences, (ii} plenting trees
according to season and (1ii) schoels could uhdertake this Programme

as in Sujarat and Umli Kanchan, Mzhsrashtra,

Radha Behn said it is essential to mobilise the vill agers
for this pregramme. The government also has an afforestation
programme but the output was too little compared to the cut-lay..
Moreever the govermment is mot too cencerned with village people's
needs. Also in tﬁe hill areas where saplings have been planted,
2nimals are able to enter and destroy the trees despite femcing.
This can be averted only with the full co-operation and involvement

of the people.

Mg. Jain concluded the discussion with & suwming - up of

the major points that emerged.

First-there was to be a co—ordinated Joint sffert by several
organisations on the khadi issue. Kamla lele would be the co-ordi-
nater, The workshop discussion on khadl would be sent to Sarvodaya

News, Haitreﬂ and Acharykul.

Second~there was a quantified commitment to rwral latrines,
A1l the field organisations would get at least 4 coastructed in
one years time. ISST will circulate the proceedings to all mrtici-

pants in 4-6 weeks,
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It was decided that the next workshop would be hosted
by Shram Bharti, Monghyr around Cctober or November 1983. At

that time the necessity or validity of continuing this series

" of Gandhian women ‘s Workshop would have to be reconsidered.

The proposal for helding a mass demonstration or rally
of Gandhian women through a Menn Vrat, Charkha spinning and
an active progravme like clearing one slum etc. - could z2lzo be
congidered and discussed at the next workshop. Such a2 project

would reguire very detailed and long—Eerm planning.

Finally it was suggested that some issues that emerged
ﬁhrough the present discussions could be put in the form of =
mancrandum which could be given publicity through a political
press release to the national pressg as well as to local papers
in each stats. Items like the recommendations regarding alcohol
percentage in medicine, women's wages in khadi, style of promo-
tion of tourism, adverse impact of technolegy on women, could

be included.

The workshop ended with expressions of appréciation to
Radha Bhatt and her colleagues and students at Lakshmi Ashram
for the excellent arrangements and the hospitality extended
tﬁ all participants. Radha Bhatt expressed her happiness at
being akle to receive all present at the workshops. The 3 day
discuszions was followed by two days of writing to places of
developmental interest, and significance in the villages around

kﬁusani. %
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