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This study
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generovs help of infivifucls and institutions zcross the country
snd in many ways across levels of expvertise.

We are greteful to the International Labour Organisation,
Geneva for sponsoring this study and thereby giving us the
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ity to kiow about the Female Meaded Householés of India.

Dr. {.C. Sezl, Director Gensral, CoO(Central Shtatistical
Orgznis:tion); Chief Bxecutive Officer of the Matioral Sample
burvsyAOrgqnibation (Meb0), Friends at the University like
Prof . Andre Beteille, Prof. Krishnaji and Dr. Praveen Visaria

provicded important pointers towards the designing of the study.
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Recoonsibility for decign, survey, tabulation, analysis end
writirg was taken by Dr. Fukul Mukherjee, Sunanda Xrishnamurty,
Suéhir Bhattachezrys and Shobha Jaishankar.

The ficld svrvey was carried out by a team of investigators
including C.D. Banerjee, Pranballav Ghosh, Seema Chatterjee,
Hirendra et Lar and Ruma Ghosh in West Bengal; Jayapragassen M,
Debeshish Shome, dudhansu Mishra, Sudha Sreenivas and Parama Icb
under the supervision of A. Suchitra, in Bharatpur/Almora; Machav
Gowda, Anandraj, Jagdish, Shashi, Rajgopal, Mridula Ucaygiri,

Ra jamma Yarayan Prasad, Anand Raj, under the supervision of Shashi
Rajgopal in Xarnataka andé was supervised by Francis Sinha at

Goraknpur.
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The tabulation of primary data vas undertaien by Shanti
Ghoszal, Subimal Magzumdar, Sudhir Xumar Dasgupta and Seema
Chatterjec along with C.D. Banerjee.

We arc grateful to the Computer Centre of the Planning
Comaission for undertaking the retabulation of the 32né Round data
for the study specially to BSV Rao. A.X. Chowdhury of WM.SO
helpeé in putting these tables in order and Vatsala Ramji coord-

ingted the procesging of the retabulation from ISST,




‘A8 in all such fisld surveye, it is the respondents in the
household who Pprovided the information zné irsights which are
reported in this studv. To_thém our 6sdt of gratitude and
oomage - and hoPe thet the study will creste changes in
Perception and policy, which in sSome measure will redeem our
debt . ' " |

Now Delhi
August 1985 : Devaki Jain
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INTRODTICTION

i The concsyots of houschnold and femily as ultimetc forus ».
of social organications with imternal justice arc being chakhlenged
not only by thos¢ concerned with the status of women, but also
by ccononists and statisticians trying to gquantify, mecasure and

unferstand the szetuel eondition in which xople exist. One

o

59“ re of this new enguiry hes becn the phenomenon of female-

headed houscholds,

(u

152 The notion of head of houschold, for the purpose of
macro level quantitetive surveys like the census, is one of
refurence for the other members of the houschold. The houschold
svrvey method finds it casicr to identify all members of a
household against such a refeircnce number. For Anthropolsgists,
it is uvseful for the study of Socio-cultural traditions like
metriliny, or the extent and trend of the joint family system.
Tor thisg purpose, z re¢ferral person becomes important for

understanding the relationship between members of a household.

13 To @ovelopment worccrs, however, the concept of head
of household takes on a nevw meaning. Por them, the head of
houschold is the person through whom the scope and the nature
of development necds can be ascertained and development
benefits routsd to the houschold. This is specially so for
¢conomic benefits like loans, subsidics, housing schemes c¢te.
he correet idepbification of the bead of houbcheld, thepefors,

becomes crucially important.

1. fmartya Son and Sunil Sengupta "Malnutrition of Rural
Children and the se¢x bias" . Bconomic and Political Weukly,
Annual Mumber, 1983. Vol. XVIII No. 19,20,21.
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1.4 For corrceet 1b8entification of the wad of houscehold,
it is important to understand the power play within the house- %

hold o. The place of Women in the power hicrarchy of the house-
10ld hes to beogliaged - power in terms of the decision meking
input of a p&réon or in terms of the cconomics of the house-

1014 within the basic framswork of the sociocultural milieu of

& rogion =nd within regionS, in cacli class: or castel

2 2 S P
Gouses of Female = hvededness

.5 The roio—econgmic reesons that lead to the formation
of femel:-headed houscholds vary in different parts of the world.

ConventionaLlyg widowhood has been identificd as the major récason
for femalec héadedness, however, in more rebeﬂt Tames . There have
baon other feetors which heve accelerated the forma tlon of

the&: houscholds s

(i) Male seleetive outmigration and break-up of
xinship supoort or joint family system, as well as the intro-
~duction of new technology which is affecting most of the coun-
tries of Africa, West Asia and South-Ezst Asicz. ﬂ

“(1i) Tsteble serial unions, female abandonment and
elso increesing ircidence of divorce aid sepsration in the West ;
due to sssertior of ¢qual rights by women, which slso includes
a réjection of the hua@ of houschold as an euthoritarien male .

(iii) Pemale ovtmlpr tion from rural to urban areass
in search of employment and from labour surplus, low wage,
~developing countriss to labour*Shortg'high—wage developed
~counbrics e e e

Te6. 1 v Some of these factors like male outmigrstion, breakup
of kinship support ete. do contribute to the formation of
female headecd households in India; however, widowhood contin- ;

ves to be the single most importent resson for female hesdedness.

et ™Wo mejor issues have been in the forefront of the

international debate on femzle hesdedness 3
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wkd) T Tiget is concerned With the basic metho-
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gquestion of ident.fication of fomcle-headed housc-

It ie vitally Inborfenlb “thHeb -0 scetratie =nd
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nsive tinfornetion ic ¢ ayaidable: thirough wmacro

Yo luwol fupyevs .

(ii) The sccond 48 thet of differentiatly higher
3

G of poverty anong femeale-hceded houscholds. Regiona

: e & : 5 7
iv Bolts-Wwans end the Carribbearn® have sShown that Such

householde 'ere mainly within the poverby groups.

1.8

18 Shatb
Situstin

In developing countrics, a relsted issue that erisss

of development inputs for such houscholds. If the
n =2nd needs of such houscholds asre different, then

developnent progremmes must be oricnted to cater to thesee

Speciall.
The Indj

necds .,

an Debate

1.9
belde e

Sosfor,

Lion of
castes ¢

lg;bour3°
seclion

Tooresy

Recognition of the phenomenon of femele-headed house-
o pebent one in Indis end dittle wWork hatt been dose on it
A study based on a micro-survey shows that the propor-

fenale-headed housceholds is high among the scheduled

=

and these houscholés are dependent meinly on wage-

This study finds them to be a "more marginalised
of the populetion in the rural arcas, even among
0

of the poor®, - The same study-also finds that such

houscholds arc not involwved ingng cannot take advantage of

development programumes .

1 ° Knss
Demo
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Uniw

i
he Ceribbeaon', in Womens® Studics International - &
ler

ol ji, Sherrie and Muellers "The Sconomic and
“ﬁghlc Stotus of Pemale Headed Houscholds in Rural
sne" .+ Research rcvﬂrtg Population Studies Centre,
sruity of Mlcnlbgng lerch, 1981.

iah, Joyeslin: "Women-headed Houscholds end Employmert

ement to Womens' Studies Quarterly.

3. G. Porthesarethy: "Rural Poverty and Households with

Tame
Wi e

1 o
Work

ale Feads". Pamer presented at the Seminsr on wWomens®

and Employment, in New Delhi, April, 1982.
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T a0 Ancther Gtufyy basud on sceentery date, challenges the
- : 5 1
hypobacsas tnat-wuch uD nc_ou clb tie poocicst of the oer’

2 > 3 P )

i Sane suthor found that the *

u‘AhoubchoLds Wwae inwerscly rpelated

=L To test sems of these issuszs,; a-study beBed on primery
d:ta colleeted in g village rear Bombay, found that the propor-

tion of such houscholds was high at both.-ends of the Socio-econo-
mic hicrsrchy, - asuwong the better-offs, mnostly Christians and
among the schedulsd castes, scheduled tribes =znd other backward
c;Stcs/3. The characteristice of the female headed households
among the properticd znd the essetless vericé grestly. The
female heads, who were owrcr.cultiveotors had to hire male lzbour
for plouvghing. The grown-up sons of these ouseholds considered
themse lves gbove such work, but the weouen @f the houschold helped
out whercver possible. On the other hend, the scheduled ceste/
schedulcd tribe women who were dependent on wage labour, found
that the orescrnce or ebsence of the men of their houscholds did
not melte tueh Giffecence to their Life pattern,

>

2 These studics as well a8 the review of the sccondary
> reise certain major issues in the Indisn context.

g |
&)
o+ =
)

(1) what are the factors that lecad to the formetion
of fenale=headed houscholds and how fer is their condition a
function of their cause. The fretors that act s deterrants to
heir forumestion also necd investigetion.

/1. Provin Visarias "Poverty and Living Standards in Asia: an
" Owerview of Muin desults and fessons of Scleeted Household
Survey' . DLiving otanderd Fessurcment Study(Lul'b), working

Copy V0.2, The world Bank, HﬂShingtOn BCa

-

/2., Provin end focla Visgrias "Tndian Houscehnlds with FPemale
Heads - Incidence, Charzscgteristics znd Ievel of LlVlng

Peper prescented =t the dorxehod on Jdomen and Poverty,
galeutta, Vageh, 1985, :

5. Foitreyi Tishneraj end Jyoti Renedives "The Rural Female
Hoaods of Houscholds - Hidden from View'. OCCfulﬁDﬁl paper

of wscerch, Tnit on Women's Ltudies, SVDT women's
Tmivérsity, Bombay, 1081,
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(ii) To what extert ere tiese households associated

wit . poverty an@/or other-forms of backwardéness.

oy el it ~ > 5 2 3~ T ey 2 e S = o~ -~
Liv) W2 the female LieaCed houteliolés Cisplay charsct-
G Sh s vhic and sogio-sconomic that sre distinct

i
Trom the pale aczfed households? If so, what are the policy

i 10 eXamine these issues, and to test the hypothesis
that female headed housecholds in India are &t a greater disad-
vantage a& comparced 0 other houscholds - socially and econo-
mlcally9 the Institute of Social Studies Trust, at the instance
of the International Labour Offle, Gencwa, undertook a study
of the female headed households in India.

1.14 The analysis containeé in this report is based on

<.

availsble scconfery Gata, as well &8 on primery houschold survey

a0
)

.
-

by the Institute of vocisl Studies Teust . secondary data
bee

ave
érawm from the Census of India of 1961 and 1971 and from
ilated Gata of the 32nd Rouné of the Mational “bample

=

bu

ourvey confucted in 1977-78,

H
a
‘—l.
o

talHia The priwary data is bascd on a detaildd miero

levAl hnuobqﬂlo Survey, carricd out in twelwe wvillages scattered

gt v A oo i .. .

Tover f0L4 ut -tes . dn Indiagh © The Survey was designed to captuse
not only guantitstive e¢vidence on demograzphic and cconnmic
featurcs of the houscholds, but glso qualitative informstion
on decision making power of thesc householés and the cuelity
of lift c¢Xperienced by them.,

Characteristics of the Sites : Primary Survey

+ 318 To cepture the veriation in the inciderce of femsle
hee@elfnuss ané to nhighlight certain important issues brought
up earlicr, twelve sites (Vlll””bﬂ/ weire sclectud purposively

for 4k swwvey, =

e For details, sc¢s Mothodology in Appendix.
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femals hoc shociel dinvethigation. Four
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t-Bongol and onc in Wheor Bradoch,

N

¢
yillzges in the

.

- o} n - : 3 e s
wore Sotectudion Bhe stpength-of concuntr:tion . of tcheduled esstc
snd-—Sechodul d tribe popaltsfion. These coilbet to-fribocd - can be
talon o6 Toroxy indiectors for poverty, 75 moot of these groups

‘are 1ondleSs “or morginel l-ndhodders®.,

(11i) ¥ale sclective out migretion, cn import-nt fector
in the formstion of femele he:ded houscholds, was token up in »ne
village, Xhirakot in the Stote of Tbtar Prodesh. Such out migr-
ation has becn e regular festure in this arce for almost o
century. This wab cxpectid to provide an importemt insight into
femele hended houscholde, since the hill cconomy in most of
HimAlayan Indian women :re the principel agricultural workers
and the mainstay of the uconﬂmy.B

(iii) Matrilinecl femily system is followed in certain
arces in the south and north-cestern regions of Indis end moy
show some interesting cherccteristics perticular to the female
headed houscholds of these sreas. Two villeges in the district
of South Xoncra (Dakohina Kcnada4) in the State’ of Karnotaka were
selcected, whore eastes like the Bhunts, Bhillsna and Maghaveers
follow 2 form of metriliny called 'Aliys Santhanzm (sce Appendix
JII for dutail ).

2. Govermnment of Indiez, Census of 1971, Specisl Tables on
Schedulcd Castes, bSeries 1, part V & (i),

3. (i) Anjeli Bchugune : "Role of Rural Women in the Economy
of Gerhwol Region". Paper circulated ot the Technical
S¢minar on Women's Work and Employment . Mimeo,
Yew Delhi, ELvril 1982, h "

(ii) "The ficld lsbourers src extremely few amounting to only
3337 and it is symptomotic of the Xumaon Socizl System
which 1é:ve most of the field work to women that 2/3rd
of these should be females". H.C. Walton ed.
Gozeteet!' of Almora-Volume XXXV District Gazetecr of
the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. 1901.

4. In ﬁhis report the term South Kenara has been used insteand
{ i v : 2 o 5 s
of "Dakshim Kennade" Which is the translated version of the
term South Kansra. :
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(iv) Tilisztion of development inputs by femele heaGo
househnlds is znother ivsuc thot no.dg asscsswment . For this, tvg
siter werc svlected from Bangelore district of Xernotaka State, -
where ooriculture promotion 1iu buingAactivuly cencouraged by the

Gove rnine at .

.“"(v) An attempt hes been mede to ciplain the extremely
low proportion of fumale-hesded households in the north-western
region of Imdia. ™o vill:g.s in Bhirotpur district of the bt
of Rojesthen were sclected for this purpose., HOWUVUP,-incpthI
study of thu featurcs of fumele hecded households vos not corried
out in thuse villoges since the proportion of such households is

nsignificant. Insterd, some gencr:sl observctions were mede and
few tentcetive hypothesis hove been suggested os to the rvesons

for low incidunce of femsle hesdedress.,

1.17, Initially, the survey sought to capture the supportiwve

olc of women by looking ot their economic contribution in a

cross-scction of houscholds. Women, even when they cre not the ¢

main ea rnyru, help in cugmenting the fomily income s supporting
ecrners. Much of this is not reflucted in the officie al deta of

vbhe mecro-level stetisticnl ngencies., Thiu cll-importent dimen-

\lﬁn of womsn's role, nceds cveluction. It may clso help us
to\gg&uxcmlnb and redefine the conventional concent of the hecd

‘of 'household. Conventionzlly, headship is designeted by nomina-

tion, rother then by contribution to femiiy income. This way

"~ tef defining head of h™ wehold moy lecd to underestim tion of

female he:ded hous seholds =né under-represent:tion of women's worl

1.18 An ot temot-wes made. $0 do thisexerei Howewcer, the
task of collcetingnot only income dé°tz, but als uource of incomds
of individuals in = amilys cnd furthuy;‘use of income by the
individuals and consumption of’ poods'ahd gervicus wWithin the
family is glmost"lmpossiblu in thcﬁc typus of houscholds .

‘Collection of such dete, Wwhich i5 now being attempted, on intea-

houschold food dlbtrlbutlon in India, requires intense obscr—
vation pnd partlolpbtlon over long durations. This study's
budget would not include thot methodology.
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The Census
2 The Census of 1971 gives the proportion of houscholds

headed by women down to the district level. Using the stote
level inforwction for ell India, end district lovel informction
fob SClJétUd stotesw, & visucl picture can be crectud about the
prevalence of such hou5uhnlds1. (scc mops and Teble S51)

5.0 ' The all-Indin Picturc s (i) There is an increase in the
provortion of female heeded households as one moves from the

northern to the southern steotes.

(ii) Excupt for the States of Punjab an® Himachal Pradest
the other four stotes of north end north-west India show a wery

low proportion of such houscholds.

(iii) In the centrel £nd castern crecs of the country,
the percentage of such houschelds iu closer to the all-India
“average 9f 9.4 per cent. This includes Gujorat and Maharashtré
in the west, Badhye Pradesh in the heert of the country and Bihcr,
wd§$ Bthal_an(Orissa in the cast,

.‘\_\
%  (iv) In the four states of the south, the proportion of
such houscholds is ebove the all-India cverage, with Kerala

indicating o conp: ratively higher proportion.

(v) The north-v:rstern stetes heve their own pettern.
Assam and Tripura have low pr-porti~n ~f femcle-headed househ-lds,
Manipur has average proporticn, whercas Magonlond and Meghalaya »
show & high propearti~n ~f such houschrlds - the preportion being
particularly high in Meghalaya.

1. Governmment of India, Census ~f 1971 2 Social and Cultural
Tables .
Serive 14, Farl 11 0 (iig,

aerice 18, Fart PEG (1),
Soriudg 21, Parbt AT G (i1 )
Serivs 22, Pt II ¢ (i),

Tart b, ppa 25 14

Park £ Dy 6
=F-Ft-pb- 4. b, b, 15

I Port A, PD. 40,44




27 Dictrict level Dg%éi District level data for selected
.stabtes show a greal deal ofvariations within a State. Takirg the
case of Rajasthan first, the overall “icture is that of very low
proportior of female-hzaded households. However, the central

belt, extending from north to south, shows a proportion closer to the

the rational average.

ot In the state of Uttar Pradesh, one finds a clear diff-
erence between the northern districts and the eastern dictricts.
In the districts of northern hill area, the proportion of sSuch
households is as high as 30 per cent. The eastern districts on
the other handé, tend to be near the state average. The rest of
Tttar Pradesh displays uniformly low proportion cof female -
headed households.

5 Moving eastward to West Bengal, one finds that the
percentage of ‘Shese households closely corresponds to the
national average being higher than that in Rajasthan and U.P.

2.5 In the stzte of Karnatska in South-India, in contrast
to the states discussed earlier, the proportion of female-headed
- households is above 12 per cent. Within Karnataka, the districts
in the north have lower incidence of such households; so do the
hill districts and the industrialised district of Bangalore.

tOn the other hand, the district of South Kanara (Dakshina

Kanada) has a very high percentage of households headed by women.

27 Age characteristics 3 Census of 1971 3 The Census of

1971, disaggregates the data dn sex of head of household by age
groups and by rural/urban Status1. (see Table 5.2 and Graphs

A1 (1-4) One finds that these age-groups viz. below 30 years,
30 to 49 and 50 and above, form a step like pattern on a bar
diagram. Therc is & clear upward trend in the occurmsnce of
female headedness with increase in the age group in almost all
the districts and states selected for the survey.

25 In urban arcas, the proportion in tune age group above
50 appears to be higher than that in the rural areas, although
the proportion of female headed households to total households
is higher in rural areas.

1, Cersus of Irdia, 1971,
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2.9 The . State of Ubta r Pradesh and soms Gistricts of other
states differ SliﬁLtly from the overail pattern. IL he urban
as of Birbhum ¢ictrict in West p;nfal the preportion of

4 ' houseliclds in the age group below 30 is higher

H
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=
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than that in the age group 30 1o 49. Uitar Pradeceh also shows
a jlar pattern, bub only for rural arcas-.

2.10 The éistrict ‘of Almora in the hilly areas of Uttar
Pradesh is unique in so far as it shows a wirror inversion of
the overall pattern, i.. the proportion of female headed
households decreases Wwith increase in the age-group of the
head of household. ; :

211 Landholding charscteristics : Census of 1961 : The

Census of 1971 does not cross-clascify the data on sex of head of row
nouschold by landholding size. Landholding, is the most important os-
.asset in rural arcas and thercfors a ma jor indicstor of the
e¢conomic stztus of houctcholds. This informstion, thercfore, has
becn drawn from the Census of 1961. TUsing the data of 1961 Census,
cross-classificd by landhol@ing of rural cultivator houscholds
only 1 (Se¢ Table .3 and CGrash AII (1 % 2), one finds fhat

there is no uniform patter. -

Rajasthan and Karhata:a inticate an inverse rcletionship between
the proQortiom of female headed houochold» and the size of land-
holding. On the other hand, dinWest Bengal and Uiter Pradesh,
the proportlop of fbAaLv hcaded houscholds dcorcased upto land-

holding groups-of TO'to ik dcres and then increasc8 again. This
pattern is more pronounced in West Bengal.

1. Governuent of Iricia, Censue of 1961.

(a) Vol. XI, Mysore, Part IT-C(i), Social and Cultural Tablbu,
: Bangatlore F.2, South Xanara P.11.
(b) Vol. XIV, Rajasthan, Part II-C(i), Social and Cultural
g Tables ' Bharatpur, -pP. 8,9

(¢) Vol. XV, Tttar Pradech. Part II-C (i), Social and :

Cultural Tables, Almora p. 12,
: - Gorekhbur p. U .
(d) Vol, XVI, West Bungal and Sikkim, Part II- ghd . uoc1al
: : : and Culttral Tables,

«Birbhum. p. 21, Vidnapore p. 22.°

b,

>
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2.12 Som: Givirichis Co not confirm to the overall pattern
SF their rzipeetivd State i South Leansrs (Detuhinag Kanads)

di.trict in Xarnztolta <howe s high proportion of female headod

houwcshold. in tio marginad landholding groupu:” Only 10 4o 15

per-cont of ~uch houichold: bolong o obther wize Clacuti .

The’ National wample ourvey Organivstion

217 The National Saumple Surve v Org;ﬂ, nidsa i on ( "TS SO) is %he
. ccond riejor organication Which conducts mscro level surveys.
Although it collecte informetion on wux of head of houccholds,
yot it docs not public houdchold data disaggregetud by male/

female-headed houscholds.

24 For thiv ctudy, the ™S 32nd round (Employment/
Uncmployment round ) data of 1977-78 were tpecially retabulated.,
L two-stage ctratificd random sampling is followed by the
survey. Informstion it available on landholding, per capita
expenditurce, activity pattern, average household size ctc.,

all the data relating to Yoo are prevented in Part s

215 Findings : (1) Like the Census of 1971, the Mational
Sample durvey Cata indicate a very low proportion of femalc ~headed
houscholds to total vample houccholds for allsIndia and for

the districts sclected for this study. The lowest is 6.2 per cent
in Bharatpur dictrict in the State of Rajasthan and the highest

is 223 per cent in South Xanara (Dakshina Kahara) district

of Karnataka Ststc. (bee Table 5.1).

1. It should bc notcd that the Nationsl vample Survey-figurcs
arce nobk Statistical cstimates based on samples-drawn for
concerned districts. They are mercly the number of female-
headeé andé malc-headed houscholds occuring in the survey sample.
The statistical cstimates baséd on the camples, drawn for the «
districte have not been built:iup a8 the estimates will he
subject to high order of sampling error. Thisé figures hawve
been uscd in this report to give only a gencral picture of
the districts in so far as the characteristic featuries of the
female hvadid houscholds are concerncd.




4.2
v (11 T, data also show thet vxXeept in douth (angra
(Darshinag Gnara)i & high proportior - 25 t0 46 Dot Bk of tYL
4 {
~fJMilq—hvadv5 howscholds arc single-membopred., In comparison, sing

¢ingleo~membor. Bowsdholde fobmonly 2 10 6 bor cont of the malss

hoad 8 homeoholes, 5.0 Pable S4,)

(iii) Vixrn ono 'Iotke st the oo namic copdgfion of the

=

do.tho dete Incicate thet in Bangulors,

—

foanalo=hosdcd Lo So

"5athpur, Birbhuu ané Fidanapore divtricts, 55 0 65 por cunt
of thc fcmalq—th dud houscholds pnescss less than half an acre
of 1lznd . Morcover, in most éistricts, the frequency of female
headed houscholfs clearly diminishes with increasc in the size
of landholding (Sce Table S5.5 and Graph G I).

(iv,; The usval activity status of most fumale-hcelud
housc -hol’s is *sulf-cmployment?! or 'casusl wage labour'. Vory
fow ‘of th. memburs of thuse houscholds are classificd as attunﬂing

to domestic Cutivs only (Sue Table S.6.) : 2

(v) When per capita monthly expenditurc is uscd as a n

measure of poverty, the fumele-headed houscholds hgve a relatively

higher proportion among the poorcest of the poor, i.ec. Der capita
momthly vXpenditurc below Rupecs 40. (Sce tables 5.7 & S.8. and
Graph B III). However, if the categories are 'below poverty level!
and 'above poverty level! (Sce Appencdix III for definition), then
there is get :uch Cifference between the fumale-headcd and t he
malc-hcaded houscholls.

2.16 < The purpose, the coverage, the periof -of investigation
and the methodology - especislly the sampling and e¢numeration
technique of the sccondary data gencrated by the Cunsus and the
NoS0 ere significently different from those of the primary data
generated by the micro level householé survey confucted by ISST.
Therefore, comparison betWween the two scts of data may not be
stetistically valid. In the sections thet follow, we¢ have pointed
out intercesting similaritivs gs well as najor differcnces in

the findings of the macro surveys and the micro survey. However,
t0o0 much should not be rcaé into these and the macro ¢ata should
be vicwed as an intercsting backdrop sgainst which the details of

the micro survey cmerge.

=
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Chapber I1I

OULMARY PINDI'GO : PRIVARY DT

1

The najor ivsuce taiken up for this stuly were chaliked
out in an carlicr scction. Here, the primery Ceta gencreted by
the houschold survey of IubT, will be discussced in terws of
five main issucs which are particularly relovant to an unferstancing
Hf the formetion and the sgnciocceonomic situation of the female-
huaﬁué households ., Curtain'importamt demographic features ton

are portrayed here,

R Poverty and female-headed houscholds ¢ The Primary Cata

from the villages surveyed, clecarly indicate that the females
headed houscholls are worse off than their nmale-headed counter-

parts, both in terms of their acsct basc and in terms of their

£+

Q

level of expenditure. Lan® is the most inportant assct in rural
Incia and the data from these villages Cisolay the differentiagl
pattern of lanCholding betwecen the fumale and male-heaced
househnlis . dhilo Mﬂfcrthan helf the fenele-healed houssholds arc
landless (see chart 3) this proportion is mwuch lower among the

(it o IO

malec-hceaded households . This point is further strengthencd by

. 1

the fact thet ¢xcept in one village, land posscsued per capita
wong the femele healed houscholds ',

is uniformly lower ai
(see table p.8.)

5 3 Treating per capita monthly cxpenditurce as another
inticator of vconouic condition of households, one finde thet
although incidence of poverty is gencrelly high - e¢specially

in the West Bengal villages, yet in most situs the proportion of
fumale heaCed houscholds below the poverty level (sce Appendix
ITI for definition) is higher than in the male-headcd householls.,
(Sce Chart 3). | : ‘

1+ Onc can asSwax thet the quality of land posscssed is not
significantly cifferent between the two scts of houscholde.
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3.4 in iuportant r»ég ggw%bbuu, hightignt-¢ by the prinary
aSESES
s = = s > = S . B S 2 2} =
tobe 15 bhst in T he fle/VlllQSgb, thc probortion of scheduled caste i

seheduled tribe populstion is wery hisgh (sce Cher 1I). In the

West Bengal villsgss TorseXauple, ar overwhelming majority of the

fomsle Headoed heui holds bulone o those cantbe/iribe groups and =
aluost a1l theie houvseholds arc bolow the poverty leve b,

]
el It is intcrcesting thet the primery survey findings

point to a-highcr work porticipatior rate cnong the famals

Akl
hea@ud houschelfs (sou Chert 3). A possible cxplenction may lic

in the fact thet wages for women is genurally lower then thet

<

3, ~ “t

for men =n¢ thorefore in femele hondod houscholoa, Where the ScX
ratio is favourablc to wWwomen, more mcmbers have to work to keep

up the fauily income.

3 .6 .Thvbu houscholds heve = lirger proportion 5f WOrkurS,

yet their per cepita cXpenditure is lower. DMorcover, s taroe
proportion of thosc houscholds earc in the landloss catugory.

All this inficstes thet the foumele headed houscholls sic at a -

definite disacdvantage as comparcé to the male hoaldcd houscholds.,

Sl Male SgltptiVu out migretion ané feunale headed house-

holds : Comparing the poverty ldvel of the houscholds of
Xhirakot to that of the five castern villages, the smallcr
proportion below the poverty line is noticesble (sce Chert %)

et The fumale healed houscholds of hirakot arc better-off
than some of the other villages in teorms of lancdholding. The
proportion of l.ndless here is smaller then that in the four
Karnatake villegoes and one villege of West Bengal. However,

a large proportion of the feuale heeded@ houscholds of <hirakot
are narginal lancholders gné not = single female headed holls

more-than 2.5 acros of dsne, : =

3.9 Khirakot is g villege with more than 40 per cent of its
houscholds hceded by women, most of whom arc wives of migrents
(see Chart 1). These woumen, being wives of migrants who cre

of working 'agc group, sre. youngsr-than their castern counterparts.
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Thoy - Purdiive Tnasclved a0 are Porscivet by ol hePs 88 hoaCs
of houicholdés insoite of -nob - being 1ein C¢arnurs, mainly bucae=

o AF o

s thoy fonk Crozgricuitural operctiont and nensge Lheir

nhveeholdses While they sre marginel landholdors, rouittance
from thoir migrsnt husberds meke thenm somewh t bottcr-off

than the fomels hoads of the castern villesges,

20 Given the specific charscteristics of the village,
the proportion of femsle headed houscholds is grecter cuong
socizl groups other thean scheduled castes. Male outuigrants
from the village arc mostly from the better-off femilics who

have hed some ¢Cuc-tion.

Sl It zppecars that these wouen ere in & better position
than their cestern sisters in terms of zll socio-economic
indiestors. Ceasc studics from the villsge show that these

women are not only sctive (ccision uekers in the spherce of their
houauholGS, but aleo in metters concepning the villigpo-o8 2
whole 1,

3 .12 Motriliny and fomele hsadcd houscholls ¢ Certain
istrict) of
South Kansra (Dakshina Xenars) @istrict of the State of

castes in the UCipi taluke (sub-division of o Ai

Karnatzka follow matrilincel family system. Thesc castes

belong to lan? owning as well as landless groups.

5519 he eXtent of povurty in terms of Dur cebnita
gxpenciture in these tvo villesges is lowest szmong all the
gites = beobh for fomals -and mele heoced houscholds, i85 far
as landhilding Strueture is concerned, the feousle hecced
houscholds are uniforuly cistributed among the assctless and
the merginal and small landholders, Very few feusle heséed
houscholds possces large lancholdings. (sce Chart 3 and
Tsble Pe7).

1. Xemal Joshi, : The Zhirskot Movement = a truc story”,
in Vems, Yo. 5, June 1984, pp. 24-27.




B utd Litcrecy and lovel of cdutetion of women is higher im
this srua than in other parts of th. country Coce Mable P.16.).
K Aceces to wage anc Sél{ry paicd. jobs is cablicr o5 ¢ rosult of
this. However, in contrast to the other sites, in fubalpady
enc Iaitu.lyrgur proportion of Womn were ¥ecordel ©s 'engagel

in donestic setivity'(sce Teble P.14.)

Bl Dovelopment schemes gnd. femalerheaded houscholds s

One way of esmcliorating the dopressed quality of lifc of a
particular sct of houscholds is to bring themwithin the
purvisw of Governucnt sponsorcd development scheiss. For
this study, enguiries werc malc gbout the access to-official
rural development schemes on the Dart of the ceonomically weaiker
househonlds, in ordcer to finé out whether the bencfits were
reeching the intenfed bencficiarics. Primary data show thet
in the villages of Xarnotake therc is some impact of the

T Integrgte@ Rural Development Scheme end Jan;té Hoﬁbing
Schemes  anong: the feuele heeded houscehold (sce Chart 1).
However, both awercnces and sccess to bun.fits of such schemes
arc very low in the villgges of dest Bengel. In the scheduled
caste, schuduled tribe doninsted villege of -Belma, Whers the
nec@ for such wehotus is obyious, thire ie not & single

beneficiary among the féuwele he ¢s of houscholds.

5.16 In rural Zarnateks, scriculture is zn important
productive zctivity and women pesrticipatce signific ntly in
rcaring silk worms and recling cocoons1. There arce a fow special
sericulture projsetsiin thiuvaroa. However; :thePe is no perce-
ptablie impact on women's cmployment, specially in the female-
“headed houseHolds . Table P. A7 Shows the: gender bpuéifié wor
participstion pattern in scriculiturce in male snd femalce headed
houscholds in the village of Thamsan(ra and feralalusancra.
Although a slighly higher ercentage of fouale headed houccholds

‘are engeged in Scri-culture work, the number of men cemployed

-

"

1., K.H: Rajapurchit 'and X.V. Govinda -Raju~-s "4 Study of Employ-
‘ment and Income in Sericulture” . Institute of fconomic and
wocial Change Bangeslorce, 1981,
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in this worit is highor than the nunbsr of women, both in uele
end foiele bealeld howeaholts indis . tivg 7 vheguat shering of the

b

bercfite of Covolopuent projuete.

5

L Low ineicames-of femalo honculnobs ¢ whe osha of

)

Bharat pur : sxtremely low incidence of fumale heefed houscholds

—

N

(cce Table S.1) in curtein arves of Infis =o indicetud by the
cunsus, neelfb gn eXblndtion,  Por this purpose, o prelifiinery
study web male of two villeges, viz. Poltoli anc atraupuors in
Bharat pur district of Rajasthan Stetce. Indepth study wes not
contucted, becsuse in Fehtoli 3 houscholés out of 28 and in

Btrampura 1 out of 58 are female he:ided., The Census of 1971

shows a proportion of only 2.77. Of such houscholés, and this

is refleoted in th-villepes seloetod for our study.

3.18 Mehtoli is a multi-ceste villagesy Etrampura on the
other hand, is predominently tribal. —In both these villzges

the lovirate systoun proveils, In this system, aefter he husband's
dcath, the wouan uarrics his younger brother. BSxcepting the
Rajputs, almost 21l caste groups and the Foena tribe follow this
custom. Onc rcaoson behind this practice is to cnsurce that
Pproperty is not sub-dividec. This pr:etice is an important
deterrant to the foruetion of fumale headed houscholds.

3.19 In north.rn and north-westorn Indic including Hajasthan
the seX retio is adviursce to femples. Peuzles infanticide,
neglect of femalc chiléren, illiteracy ané customs and tradit-
ions adverse to wouen, have contributedé to this sitvation. The
alverse ScX ratio ané its unféiurlying condition may prevent the
formetion of fumele headcd houschonlds.:

3 .20 In Vehtoliy, the joint family system preveils in most
houscholds. This Would help support eny whe owee /sc parated

women who hes BOGremerricd. 4s will be scen frouw the demogrsphic
deteils given loter, s woman is rarcly considercd head of
‘houschold when there are efult males in the family,
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2423 In streupurs, although nuclear fanily is the pattern,
yot ths provortion of young woriting men being morc then in Vehtoli,

& Woman div rar:ly concidered heed of houschold.

Tadao v The location of theosd willaogis 'ie sleo of dneortant .

hie arca iw pért of the Chaubel river veglley, Where insSccourity

16 ergetald by o lerss munber of Gacoit grouvpbs - Thit area: is zlso

~

notorious for traffic in Women. The kind of intcceurity thet woumen

—
—

faco in these wildopos 8 weldl sbiirmmtihe Vloreur 2opion srount it

is probably ruloted to the unfavourable sScx ratio znd: low incide-

L
nee of female B:efed houscholdsg

3 .23 Demographic featurcs of the female hezded houscholds:

(i) The primary dete show thet the proportion of feuale
heats of householls in the gge o b 50

coove is higher among

)

the femgle headi: as compared to their male counterparts
(see Chart 2).

(ii) Peémale headed housceholds have a smaller proportion
of children both in the age group below 15 and also in the age
sroup below 5 (see Chart 2 and Table r.3)

(iii) Chart 2 shows that the proportion of single- 4
. member households is negligible, both in female and the male

hesded houscholds.

(iv) Pajority of the female heads of households gre i
either widowed or s@parated or divorce<é (sSce Table P.5). This i

proportion is mucii lower ainong the male heads.

(v) The average household size, both including and
eXcluding cinglc-member houscholds is tmaller in the female

ieaded houscholds (sce Chart 2).

(vi) The sex retio, i.c. females per thousand males

N
L
c

is vniformly highcr in the female headed households (see Chart




Chapter IV

FROPILE OF Tl LB HE, DwD HOTSIHOLDS

&. The primary data for this study, as stated earlier,
were collected from twelve villzges spread over three states
ir .India. 4 spgecially designed guestionnaire was canvassed
in sample households. In addition, to gain a better insight
into the functiorning of female headed households, the inter-
viewers went back to a few selected sample households to
obtain a more comprehensive picture of these households thro-
ugh extensive interviews, In this section an attempt is

made to portray the different socio-economic aspects of the
female headed households as projected by both guantitative
and qualitative evidence from the survey as well as from the
interview-based case studies and group meatings (see [pprewndlx
I for details of the methodology).

4.2 It is clear from the data thszt although regional
variations exist, the female headed households display a
striking commonality. It is this commonality that we seck to ca
capture by looking at (1) the demogravhic characteristics, (2)
the economic condition, (3) decision making behavioupr and

(4) the overall quality of life that they expericnce. Ain
attempt is also made to draw out the implicctions of the
attributes that are specific to female headed households.

Quantitative dvidence : The Demographic Dimensions

49 Age structure of the heads of households : - The
evidence of the primary survey confirms the census finding that
the female heads of households tend to be in the older age

group (see chapter 2 for details of the cencus). In every
village surveyed for this tudy, the proportion of heads of
households in the age group 60 and above is higher among the
female heads as compzred to their male counterpart. (see

Table P.1.). NMoreover, abpproximately 64 per cent of the female
heads are aged 45 and above as against 48 per cent of the

male heads of households. This is an exoected result since a
large proportion of female heads are widows and age-sex specific
mortality rate isunifemmly zdverse to males in the age

group above 45.




4.4 A interesting solat-fto - oke e thet tn Sone-villeses
e.g. Khirakot, a fair proportic. (above 30 per cent) of the
female heads are in the repreductive age group viz. in the age
grou . of 15 to 44 years.  This dmplies that the arduous task of
he adship is sometimes coabined not only with household chores

but-also with child kesaring anc rearinge.

4.5 ﬂgg_ggmgpggt;gp_pf_nouseggiii - The primary data
ingdicate-thet: in most of: the villag‘é; female headed households
have a smaller proportion of children in the age group below 15
(see Tabke p.2). 1n a low income agricultural economy as répre-
sentec by these villages, children start helping their elders
in agricultural wogk from an early age. Therefore; children
below 5 years may be abetter indicator of dependency. But here
too, the female headed households have a lo&ef péréentage BhE
children below 5 as compared to-the male headed households (see
Table p.3.). This is not surprising given the typiédl agé>énd
marital status of the female heads, marital fertility is likely

to be lower in these households.

4.6 E;qher sex ratio s+ «nother expected result is the high

sex ratio i.e. females per thousand males, in the female headed
households’. Table P.4 shows that except in dmbalpady village,
women out number men in fémale he aded households. In male

he aded households on the othér}hand, this'ratio igigenerally.

lower.

4.7 Singke_memier hggseholdS‘-'ln'Ehé ten villages surveyed,

the incidence:of single_member households is negligible. Table
P.5 shows that in the listed households, 5 out of 84 in Uttar
Pradesh and 16 out of 227 in Karnataka are single membered. The

West Bengal village: of Panchakhali isan exception.

4.8 The National Sample Survey 32 round data indicate a
much higher pfoportion of single-member households among the .
female headed households. This is probably due to the difference
in the sam.ling technique of the National Sample Survey and this

micro survey.




4.9 Marital status of the heads of households ¢ The

genesis of female headedness in the lndian context appears to

be widowhood. The primary findings indicate that while wmore
than 90 oer cent of male heads of households are currently
Mmarriced, “»thi . proportionsis only 2. to-40 oo ‘ecnt nm the egsc
of female heads (see Table P.6) .. 1n the ten villages taken
together, over 63 0or cent of the female heads are elther
widowed or separated or divorced. This proportion is as low

as 4 per vent dn. the:case o mabe heads - in no vill age doeg

the proportion rise above 8 ger cent. The two extreme cases

are Panchakhali in West Pengal where less than 4 per cent of the
female heads ar. currently married and khirakot in Uttar Pradesh
with a long tradition of male outmigration, where more than 70

per cent of female heads are currently married.

4.10 - ~ Another interesting feature is that while un-

married male heads of households can be found in all the villages
studied, only one village, wiz. feralalusandra, reports a female
head of household who is unmarried (see Table P.6). This
suggests a cultural deterrant on the assumption of position of
authority by unmarried women even in areas where matriliny is

prevalent.

4.11 The case studies based on interviews of a few

female heads from the sample houscholds, supoort this finding
(see Appendix II for case study). 1t a’pears that a woman is
not likely to be acknowledged as head of her household in the

presence of an able bodied, co-resident, income¢-earning spouse .

4.12 Similar results are established ih-a study using
the N5S 27th round data (1972-73)%., It has been shown that in

1. Pravin and Lec<la Visaria - "Indian Households with Female
Heads ¢ their Incidence, Characteristics and Levels of
Living". Paper presented at-Workshop on Women and Poverty
organised by the Indian Council for Social Science Research
and Centre for the otudy of Social Sciences, Calcutta, '
March; 19835 _ :




the -Stetes of Gujarat anc siolierashtra;, boebiesn 65 ana 81 per
cent of the female h&ads of hdu.eholds are widowed or separated

or divortéd., iTL corrucbondln( figure’for male heads of house-

holds 156 1> 7 ',r cent.,
e = The-Census-of 1971 record 30 4 per cent of

— < = < - 4 .
femaie heads of households as currently mar:ied+. - Indeed;, in

India, the fémale head of household is typically & .uiddle aged
WICOW e
4. The widowed marital status imposes additional

burden and constraint on the female head. Since majority of

the female heads of households in these rural arcas are engaged
in cultivation (see Table P.13), the absence of an adult male
implies that the wbdow has to depend on some male relation or:
acquaintance or on hired 1abour for ploughing the land or for
carrying out other related work.like marketing the crop, which
might place her undér so@ial and financial okligatio. . Some-
times a widow may be forced leas= out the land to share-croppers,
jeopardising her own rights tao the land. This particular point

is also supported by the case gtudies.

4,15 In the_indian cont xt, the strong correlation

be tween widowed marital status and female headedness is due to
both cultural and demograghic factors. Customarily, there is
likely to be an age difference .6f 5 +0 10 years betweern the
husband and the wife and demograchically the age specific

de ath rates ar. higher for men in the age group above 40.
Therefore, widowed women become statistically prominant in the

higher age groups.

4.6, : "'Averaqe household size : The average household

size both including and excluding single-member households is
smaller in the female headed household in every village (see
Table P.5.). At the same time, the relatively poor West Bengal

willages and also in the scheduled caste dominated village of

1o lerived from the_data‘givén in s
Government of India, Census of 1971 - ooc1al and Cultural
Tables. Series I, Part I1 C i), 1 Pare- A -




Uttar Pradesh viz. Amorah, the female headed households are
Sfialler than these found in the relatively affluent Karnataka
villages and alsolin the v;llgge of Khirakot in Uttar Pradesh.
Tt “appears thaﬁ in the latter grﬁﬁp'af’villagesvthe households
can afford to méintain a larger family.

417 The smaller household size among the female headed

households may be explained by lower marital fertility in these

households due to widowhood or absence of huskand. Greater

economic insecurity of these households as shown in . a later

chapter may also be a factor explaining the (family size.
Quantitative Bvidence - The hconomic Status

4.18 Poor asset base ¢ In rural India, the most important

and perhaps the only tangible asset which ultimately determines
both economic and social status of a household is the amount of

l s
land that the household possesses

4.19 The primary data presented in Table P.7. highlights the
concentration of female headed households among the assetless.
The proportion of the landless, is much higher among the femalé
he aded households than among the male headed ones. Taking all
the survey villages together, while 25 péf~cent of the total
number of female he aded households possess no land,-gﬁis propor=-
tion is 15 pcr cent in the case of the male headed hoqsghdlds.

On an average, 29 per cent of male headed households poésess
landholding of 2.5 acres and above, whereas only 9 :per cent of

the female headed households are in this group.

4.20 ~ Avalilable secondary data support this finding.

- Analysing the results of the Census of 1961, a study shows
that among cultivating households, thc largest proportion of
female headed households possess less than one acre of landz.
This proportion is 14.5 per cent for all-India and 20'to 20

per cent in a number of States.

i Retabul ated data of the NSS 32nd round also show similar
result (see Table S.5). Moreover, the incidence of female
he adedness decreases with increase:in the size of holding -

shown in graphs AL & AILI.

l. Land possessed = land owned +’land'1eased - in - land
leased oute.

2. Pravin and Leela Visaria, Otve cal o




4.2 Low per canita @veilsbility of lands The economic

dsprivétion of femei® heoced households is further illustrated

by their lcy per capita availatility of land. Table P.8 shows
that excebt in one village, 1and possessed per caplfa 1g unitormly
lower aaong the female headed ‘households.

a -~

4523 A female he aded household usually comes into existence
with a built-in handicap. After the death of her husband, a
woman is often uneble to maintain control over her assets -
especially land. Two factors usually come into plc; the widow

=

is often ccerced by her rélations to éart with at leasta portion
of the land .that - should& have remained with her and later on she
herself may be compelled to sell or mortgaged land to cope with

emergencies €.g. dowry demands.

4.24 The case histories recorded in Appendix II help in under
standing this proccss of land akienatign that typically
debilitates the.female headed household.

495 Levels of living ¢ Economists measure the level of

poverty by lising different indicatbrs - income, expenditure,
assets etc. In this study, per capita expenditure of Rs. 100
rer-month hes: beer dsced a5 fhe Ehreshbhold of poverty1 and a
household with lower per capit expenditure is placed below .the

poverty level.

4,26 It is clear from Table P.9 and Graph B IV (1 & 2) that
in the four West Bengal villages and the village of Amorah in -
Uttar Pradesh, the percentage below the poverty line . (as

defined in this study) is very high for both sets of households.
It is important to note that the proportion of scheduled castes/
scheduled tribe population is very igh in these villages and a
large majority of the female headed households within the poverty
level belong to these social groups. In the West Beﬁgal villages
for example, 90 per cent of the female headed households belonb
to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes. MoreoVer, in most of'
the surveyed villages, the proportion of feméle headéd households
below poverty level is higher than that of the male headed

households.

1. Sece Glossary for details, in Appendixe.




el The ™o 3204 rouné retabulszted datza for selected
districts shows & very largze proportion of both sets of house-
holds 'below poverhy level! (Sec Table 5.7). Yet, significantly,
Within the poverty group, the female headed households are

poorer . Their ,roportion is uniformly higher in the expenditure

category of below Rs., 40 per month.

4 .28 Work participation rate ¢ In India, the work parti-

cipation rate for women is always reported to be significantly
lower than for men. ‘‘ork' being defined zs participation in
gainful activity for the major part of the list 365 days. Time
spent in domestic work is cooking, cleaning, child minding,
fetching water, fire-wood etc. are considered to be non-work
by the statistical system. As a result, the work participation
of women, as reported by the macro survey agencies like the

Census, is much lower than that of men. In the 1981 Census for
1

in rural areas are 52.2 per cent and 16.5 per cent respectivelyQ,

example, the participation rate for men and women main -earners

If workers but non-main earners are included in the calculation
then the percentages are mwmch higher, viz. 54.3 per cent of rural
male and 24 per cent of rural female. However, the difference
between the work participstion of men and women continues to

be significant.

4 .29 This study, based on data from surveyed villages, finds
that the work participation ratcs for both female and male headed
households are considerably higher than the rates given by the
Census. Table P.10 shows that on an average 39 per cent of the
female heads are maine arners. Therc are considerable regional
variations. In Panchakhali village of West Bengal for example,

80 per cent of the female heads are main carncrs; whereas only

16 per cent are so in Khirakot village in Uttar Pradesh. How-
ever, 80 per cemt of the male hecads of households arc main earrers.

4.30 It is not inferred that when female heads are not
classified as main earners, they do not perform any gainful
activity. OSome of them are workers though not main earncers, and
others may contribute to family income as marginal workers,
engaged in home-based secondary occupation e.g. rice pounding,
basket weaving, tobacco rolling etc.

1. OSee Glossary for definition.

2. Census of India : Series 1, Part IT-special, Report d
Tablcs based on 5 per cent,Sample dotas . 2




e ol _-Table P.11 presents work participation rates in male and

female headed households. It is important to note thet inspite

of considerable varistions between villages, the work partici-
pation in femgle headed households is higher than that in the .

male headed houscholds in each site. lorcover, in most sites,

the difference between the two is guite pronounced. : &

4 .32 Two explanations may be offered : (a) in most of the
villages surveyed, the proportion of young persons aged less
thah 15 years and especially those who arc below 5 i$ higher

in the male headed households (see $.3). Although in rural
areas'many éhildren,in the 5 to 14 age groubs may be enggged in
acti&aly helping their elders in zgricultural work or may be
engéged in some gainful activity; such activity is almost nil
for children below S,yearS. Since the average family size of

* the male headed households is larger with a higher propotion

of non-working children, the work participation rate in these
hou§eholds is naturally lower. (b) It has been noted earlier
that the sex ratio in female headed households favour women

and the age composition favours adults. These households
therefore, tend to have a’comlaratively higher proportion of
women, who, because of poor asset hase of these households

arc compelled to work. '(c) Usually, the average wage of an
adult male worker is higher.than Ghabrofng feméle worker for
broadly similar work. Th@refbre, in the femalc'headed {
households with a larger bropprtion of femaleS, most of the )
family members must earn, to maintain the family,

A2 Table P.12 ginS'gendcr—Specific work partioipation rates
in female and male headed houscholds. Temale participation in
female jeaded households in predictably higher, but the intercs-
ting featurc is that even in the male headed houscholds, the -
female participation rate is fairly high in most villages. This
implies that although in male headed houscholds it is the man who

is regarded as the mainAbrcadQWEfmér.“ yet the women workers

make an invisible but important contribution to the family income.




4 4 Aetivity pattern ¢ Our village survey dsta, disaggregated

holds are either *sclf employed in agriculturc' or are cngaged
in regular wage labour (se:c Table P.13). In Themasandrz,
Khirakot and Belma, largest proportion of houscholds pursue
self -employment in zgriculture.  In three other villages, viz.
Reralalusandra, hmorah and Panchakhali, the dominant activity
of female heads is 'regular hiredéd labour in agriculture®.

In Bergram and Gopalnagar, the main activity is casual labour.
In the remaining two villages - Ambalpady and Mattu, the
distinctive feature is the very high proportion of female
heads engaged primarily in housework. This proportion is much
lower in the other villages,

455 Table P.14 disaggregated thé activity status of the
members of the two sets of houscholds. Agricultural work, whe-
ther as owner cultivation or as hired labour again constitute
the dominant activity. While 'sclf-employment' in agriculture
is more important for the female headed houscholds of Thamasandra
in Karnataka anc Belma in West Bengal; hired cmployment in
agriculture is prominant in the villages of Xeralalusandra,
Amorsh, Belma and Panchakhali. A third set of villages, viz.
Ambalpady and Mattu in Karnataka which are comparatively
better-of f than the Jest Bengal villages, fewer members$ are
engaged in agricultural or other type of gainful activity.

4 .36 It is significant to note that in the female headed
households, although over 30 per ccnt of y¥he houschold members
are adult women in the age grcup 15-39, yet the proportion

of household members engaged predominentlkyin domestic activity
such as cooking, cleaning etc. is quite low. This indicates

the phé&nomenon of 'tiix squeezing' - i1f adequate gainful
activity is available, the women tend to reduce the time devoted
to non-gainful activity. The activity pattern of the male
headed households is similar. Here too, agricultural work secems
to be the dominant activity.




Qualitative Bvidence

437 Decision making : Any attempt to objcctivel&frélaﬁa

decision meking to the status of the head of nousehold will be
hasty and fraught W1th difficulties. First, the, invebtigator
has to categorise dL01&1ons ip'a mpanlngful way. Secondly,
inmany situations G-pprson.may_be recognised as the household

he ad énd’yet, decisions on various important issues are taken
by other members of the household because the head is too 0ld

or not the main earner. Thirdly, the investigator has to abide
by theisubjeotive opinion of the household members regarding

the locus of decision making. In the literdture. therefore; there
is little discussion on the intra-household allocation of
decision making. This study makes a modest beginning in explor-
ing the nature of decision meking and attempets to find out
whetier the association between headship of household and

- decision makingis significantly different between male and
female hzaded houscholds. ' :

Ao s :In‘thi$VStudy tWwo major areas of decision making have
“been taken up, viz. decisions on cconomic iSSucs and decisionsS on
social issues, Theseitwo broacd arees comprise the following:
: Decision on economic issues 3-

1. Purchasc of food for the housechold

2. Purchase of clothing for the household

3. Quantity, .price and timing of sale of
~Products by the houschold.

4.:'Purchasé of durable and semi-durable asscts

5% _DéPOSition of investment of . household Savings
Decisioﬁ on]Social_issues t-
B ‘Nafriage ofWSoh or daughter of the houschold

7. Education ofson or daughter or other msmbers of
the hOquh01d




4 .39 Dats on decision making,” precented in Table .15
highlishts the fzct

a very high percentzge of heads in almost 2ll the surveyed ville-

i
hat irrespeetive of the carning staius,

ctE O

ges and this includcs le heats, tske decisior on purchese

L L%
of food ané clothing for the household. The only exception is
Thirskot, where the femsic hueeds of houscholds ¢o not take
decision or purchasc of clothes. Only 16 per cent of these
women heads are main carners, the rost zre supported by remitts

ance 1ncomnme.

4 .40 i8S far as Cdecision making on other cconomic issues are
concerned, table P.15 2gain indiceted a fairly close corclation
between headship and decision making in both sets of households.
Khirakot is again an exception perhaps ene explanation lies in the
fact that in this village most households are marginal landholders
operating on the basis of a subsistence economy with little surplus
for sale.

4 41 Regarding decision making on non-economic issues,
Karnstaka and West Bengal present a contract. In the Karnataka
villages, the female heads appear to be playing a leading role -~ -
in matrimonial and educational matters of the householdss; whercas,
in the West Bengal villages, these responsibilities are

delegated to others.

4 .42 The limitations of our sample precludes generalisations
regerding decision making by heads of houscholds. However,

there is no strong evidence in the primary data to show that
female heads function very differently from their male counter-
parts in the sphere of decision meking.

4 .43 The quality of life : An important finding of this
study is that the poverty indicctor in terms. of low per éapita
expenditure and asset base put the female headed houscholds at a
disadvaentage. Their disadvantaged situation is further aggravated
by their low e¢ducetional attainment which is barrier to the
acquisition of knowlcdge and skills. Table g.15 clearly shows
thet the proportion of illiterates i8 much higher among the

female heads of houscholds. Morcover, an insignificant proportion
of the female healds have had educetion above primary school level,




Early marriage &nd righ drop out ratc ‘among girls who .arec

W £
nccdediat hone to look aftoer vodunger siblings may contribute to
thiges . 4s far ss accicss to cducation is concerncd, the fcemale
hc aded houscholds arc clearly at a muchi great.r disadvantage

conparcd to the malce headed houschaldss " IThnc casc studies

support this finding.

4 .44 Doublu work burden s The fimale heads of houSu?olds
generelly suffer fram the physical drudgery of double work burden.
Case studies show thaﬁ.épart from workKing in the ficlds to ‘
¢nhance the family ‘income, a typical female hcad of a poor
household is also engaged in other physically taxing activiti;s
~outsidc home such as cutting grass for fodder and fptching ‘
water and fichWOOd fraﬁ great distancess Akl this, togpthgr

" with the normal duties of a woman, such as cooking/ cleaning,
child bearing and rearing makce the life of woman head of
houschold extremely burdensome. This double work burden is
particularly c¢vident in a village like Khirakot where therc is a
long tradition of male out migration and fullvresponsibility of
work, both batid do énd inside the home falls on the womeﬁ.

4.45 Access to development programmess In India certain

State sponsoredi:development 'pl Dgrammés are in:operations Thcse.
.programmes aim at helping the viaker sections of the rural
popul ation, by providing them with cmployment, housing, loans
etc. It is important to find out whether these schemes '

have had a significant impact on the rural households.

4 .46 Primary data show that in the Karnataké villages the
female headed households are aware of thcblntegrated Rurak
Deveiopment'Programme and the Janata Housing Schemes and same
of thém have bencfited from these pfégrammgé (see Chart 1). -
However, in the West Bengal villages most of the female headed

houscholds do not hawe access to such schemes.

447 . There 'are certain seri-cul ture promotion 'schemes in .
Bangalore district. However, the impact on women's employment

has tbeen. negligible although womcn:iﬁ these. areas of. Kagnataka




nave 2 long tradition of participating in seri-culture production
an¢ are particulsrly s ite¢ for this work. Teble P17

shows that in Thamasanéra ond feralslusandrs; although a slightly

high;r:percehtage of female héadel houscholds are engaged in

this work yet the number-of men employed, both in male heacded

ant female headed households, is higher than the number of

wonen - indicating uncqual access of men and women to such schemes.

4 .48 Access to Crinking water ¢ The aulity of life experi-

e¢nced by members of a household is undoubtedly affected by the
time and effort required to obtain a basic resouree, such as
water. Table P.18 shows thet in the West Bengal villages, very
few female headed houscholds have their own exclusive sources
of water supply and the majority of them have to depend on
common facilities, which may be available only outside the
villzge. This situation-is a little better in the ease of the

male headed housceholds.

4 .49 The femele-headed households of Ambalpady and Mattu

are much better-off than those of the eastern villages, a8 far

as this particular facility is concerned. In the Uttar Pradesh
village of Amorah, wherc in terms of other indicators the quality
of life is poor, access to drinking water appears to be much
better. Over 50 per cent of the female headed households have

drinking water source for their exclusive use.

4.50 The primary data clearly indicate thet the female
headed households experience a poor quality of life. It is not
implicd that the male headed households ©DRI®¥ a particularly

good quality of life, however, within the all pervasive condition
of poverty, the femsle headed households are at a greater
disadvantage in terms of e¢ducation, access to development

schemes anc¢ c¢ouble work burden.

454 Thus, in a comparative analysis,_the male heaced
houscholds seen to ¢njoy a marginal advantage as far as their
economic corcition is concernced. This advantage would often stem
from the differential pattern of landholding in the two sets




of houscholés as Ciscussed carlicr. In some cascs it may also

@

be linked to the male-female wage differcntizls tkat preveil

1

~in most orecs

4.52 Given the limitetions imposed by the szmple size of
the primary survey, the Ceta genersted can only yield 2
tentctive hypothesis thet femele headed houscholds cre ccono-
micolly ot o grester Cisaldventoge =8 compared to their male

heoted counterparts in terms of asset base ond poverty level.,

1. Sulhir Bhattacharyya : "Women's Activity in Rural Indiga",
Sarvekshana, Vol.IV, Nos. 3 & 4, Jan.-April, 1981, P.=.




S

Ch

1))

pter v

Conclusion and Policy Implication

The evidence oresentod here "Eromache-d ek slastisaye v
‘clearly indicate thet both in terms of demographic and econo-
mic criteria, the female headed households present certain

special featuress

an overwhelming majority of the female he-ds of house-
holds are elderly widows, whercas most of their male counter-
parts are younger and are currently masried. . dhe female
headed households. are smaller in size with a larger propor-

tion of adult femalesanda smaller proportion of children.

The female households ar. at a greater ecnomic dis-
advantage than the male. headed houscholds. Their assest base
in terms of landholding is smaller - they are more margina-
lised than the male headed households. 1In a general scenario
of:i:poverty, the female headed househelids "frequent the lower
end;of the. povertyiscale dnspite of theirihigher work partci>
pation rate. A strong association between poverty and female

he aded households is therefore well established.

Not only are these houséholds seeped in.joverty, most
of the development programmes do not reach them. &among the
female headed households, especially in the villages of
eastern India, both awareness of and participation in- develop-
ment sehemes, s dnsieniticant. i ihyvern dpthe vl o s ol
Karnataka, where such awareness is greater, most ofthe

beneficiaries of thesc schemgs are mcn.

Yualitative evidence and case studies poinﬁ to the poeor
guality of life experienced by the -heads of these households.
Literacy, and the level of general edudation is lower among
them, making it more difficult for them to acquire skill and
take advantage of improved technology. Double work burden

of arduous physical work, not only to enhance family income,




bk

Q

Fso-in other household supporting activities like fetching
water #nd fircwood, coubined with the traditional domestic duties

of women, meke life a drudgery for 'them.

Soue , Therefore, the typical female headed houschold in these
viliagis, is oné with a-large number of acult females, headed >

by an elderly widow, eking out an existehcé well below the

;GVEIty line with litcle or no asset and beyond the reach of

the. official development programme.

Policy Implications

St Certain policy implicatins arise from this study. 1n
Encia, two majormacrolevel organisations which collect
household data, are the Census and the National Sample
Survey Organisation. & few observations regarding the data

generated by them may be mentioned.

58 Household data collected by the Census are ;published
after a long time -~ 1lag, making the task of the data users
harder. Moreover, the disaggregation of the household data

igdifferent-censasges, thereby making trend analysis difficult,

5.9 The National Sample Survey, should attempt to capture
the incidence and characteristics of the female headed
houscholds oy redesigning their sampling method, so that

female headed houscholds get adequate representation in its

sample.
5t In the tabul ation programme of the Census and the
National Sample Survey, certain key featdures of the house- -

holds disaggregated by the sex of thc head of household,
should be tabulated and published, so that the female headed

households get adequate attention in policy planning.

Satl Althougq the overall incidence of female.headed house-

holds is low in India, yet there are pockets where their




OCCILLENCE is higher than the national average. From the evi-
dence of this study, these households display certain soecial
features. Therefore, accurate identification of these house-
holds is necessary. worecover, develonment schemes which cater
to their needs should be formulated and existing schemes must

be made accessible to them.

w

<1z Since macro surveys are unacle to ca utre many of
the socio.economic features of thesz household, more micro
studigs are needed, so that areas and groups with relati-
vely higher occuraenwof female headed hous-holds and

their sperific needs come into focus.
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GRAPH BIX (1)

PER CAPITA MONTHLY EXPENDITURE OF MALE AND FEMALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS
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TABLE S.1 : PERCENTACE OF FEMALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS (FHH) TO TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS AS INDICATED
BY CENSUS OF 1971, NSS 32ND ROUND AND ISST HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
\v
NSS 32ND ROUND ISST Household Survey
. . (1977—78) : ' > s L
Districts 1971 Census Villages Percentage of FHH to total
) households
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Bangalore 9.6 10.8 Thamasandra 17.6
Keralalusandra 14.7
South Kanara 21.2 22.3 Ambalpady 25.2 “
Mattu 33.9
L}
. W

Gorakhpur 6.2 8.9 Amorah 13.9
Almora 21.2 21.8 Khirakot 41.1
Birbhum 8.0 8.6 Bergram 17.1
' Gopalnagar 16.3
Midnapore 9.6 6.9 Belma | 18.8
Panchakhali 12.4
Bharatpur 2.7 6.2 Mehtol i 2.3

Etrampura 1.7 Kl

,Note : Since the methodology of survey especially the sampling techniques

used by the Census, the NSSO and the ISST primary household survey
and the survey coverage are different, the findings of these three
sources are not strictly comparable, At

R




TABLE S.2 :

W

PERCENTAGE OF FEMALE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS TO ALL. HOUSEHOLDS

DISTRIBUTED BY AGE GROUP : CENSUS 1971 .
\
i
State Distriets ‘State Districts
Rural/Urban/Total Age-groups Uttar Corakhpur  Almora West Birbhum Midnapore
Pradesh Bengal
(1) (2) (3) (&) (5) (6) (7) (8)
Total " all ages 6.98 6.2 211 7.68 9.48 8.04
under 30 6.48 3.06 23.7 5.03 4,67 5,76
30-49 6.29 557 22.7 6.47 182 197
50 + - 8.04 8.16 18.7 10.84 15.05 9.63
f

Rural all ages 7.2 6.27 21.6 1.76 9.38 8.14
i under 30 7.13 2.88 29 <R 4.8 4.33 5,19
30-49 6.6 5578 23.7 6.7 7.24 773
50 + 7595 8.04 18:2 10.74 14.95 9.66
Urban all ages 5.66 5.97 11.8 7.4 10.67 6.8
under 30 352 4.94 B2 5.78 9.16 5.4
30-49 4,47 3.6 7.4 5,87 7496 6.03
50 + 8.67 1012 22.0 11:12 16.48 S o
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TABLE S.2 : CONTD. &
L
1971 CENSUS ‘\
i State Districts State District
Rural/Urban/Total  Age-group Karnataka Bangalore S.Kanara Rajasthan Bharatpur
(1) (2) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13)
Total all ages 12.8 9.6 20 %1 6.5 2l
! under 30 7.9 6.3 1319 4.9 1.4
30-49 ;g Y 745 19.7 e 25l
50 + 16.5 13.9 26.1 8.6 4.1
" Rural all ages 13:13 1155 22.0 6.3 295
- y under 30 8.6 8'9Q 13.38 33 131
30-49 1.7 e 20.2 1 1.8
50 + 16.) 14.3 295.5 79 3.9
% Urban all ages 11.8 8.0 21.4 7.0 4.3
i h under 30 6.4 5.0 6.9 3.4 29
30-49 9.5 6.0 18.0 5.9 3.8
50 + 18:2 135 28.6 10.9 -
b Source : Government of India, 1971 Census : Social and Cultural Tables :
Series 14, Part II C(ii), C-I Part A, pp.2,14
Series 18, Part II COIL), 'C-1 Part' 'K, p.. 6
Series: 2Ly Pavt TTO(11), C-I"Part A, pp.6,26
Series 22, Part I1 C (i), C-T1 Part A, pp.40,u44
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TABLE S.4 : AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE INCLUDING AND EXCLUDING STNGLE MEMBER HOUSEHOLDS
IN SULECTED DISTRICTS SEPARATELY FOR MALE AND FEMALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS

\
NN
i
\

Female Headed Households - Male Headed Households
Number Single Average Household Total MNumber Single Average Household Total
Districts of mem- house- size ex- per- of mem- house--. size ex- per-
house- bered hold ‘ cluding sons house- bered hold cluding sons

holds house- size single Kolds house- sjize single

holds member holds - member

house- house-

holds holds
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11)
Bangalore 31 10 3 3 77 257 8 5 5 1270
South Kanara 75 5 5 5 366 261 5 6 6 1499
Corakhpur 38 14 S 3 103 398 25 5 5 1918
| _ Almora 21 6 4 5 74 75 3 5 5 i 388
Birbhum 29 7 3 3 80 307 13 5 5 1509
Midnapore 72 16 3 4 232 972 18 5 5 48203
Bharatpur 14 6 2 4 34 226 14 2 6 1196

Source : NSS 32nd Round Survey (1977-78)
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DISTRIBUTION OF FFMALE AMD MAIC AN Ar iossomeses

TABLE S.5 : DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS BY SIZE CLASS OF
LAND POSSESSED (IN ACRES) X
it ,.‘\\
Female Headed Households Male Headed Households
Diistrict size classes (in acres) size classes (in acres)
Total Total
0.00 GOl 9 Nous OO i~ 2.5 and house- 0.00 RO ST o ol o S S0 L iR [ o 24D house-
2.49 above holds ; 2.49 and holds
| above
(1) (?2) (3) (L) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (3.1) (12) (13)
Bangalore " 18 3 6 4 31 3 87 18 61 88 . 257
(58.1) (9.7) (19.4) (12.9) (1.2) (:33::9) (C4.0) (23.7) (34.2)
i South Kanara 14 31 3 12 14 The 1% 25 15 92 21 29 84 251
w8 2) {41.9) (4.1) (16.2) (18.9) (10.0) (36.7) (8.4) (11.6) {33.5)
Gorakhpur - 21 6 8 3 33‘ 15 100 L5 146 91 397
(55.3) (is.B) . L2 ) U1.0) (3.8) (25.:2) (10.3) (36.8) (22.9)
Almora 1 5 Bt 5 5 21 3 - 9 ;11 S 53 75
& ? (4.8) (23.8) (223 5:8)~~(23%8) (23158 (4.0) (12.0) {13 .3} 0.7
iy Birbhum 2 20 - Fi 5 29 9 151 18 41 88 307
(6.9) (6.9) (6.9) - (¥7:5% (2.9) (49.2) (5.9) €13 .40) " (28.7)
Midnapore - 42 1:2 12 6 72 1 306 119 251 295 972
(58.3) (d16.7) w2 8.7) (813) £0.1) {31.5) (12.3) (25.8) {30.3)
Bharatpur - 9 1 - 4 14 6 37 12 23 138 216
(64.3) (7.1) (28.6) (2.8) (2.8) (17.01) (5.6) (10.6) (63.9)
e
¥ Note : 1. one female headed household was not recorded in South Kanara
2. figures in parenthesis denote percentages
Source : Retabulated Data, NSS : 32nd Round
I/Ii g L, .
. P TABLE S.6 : ~:j
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Activity Status

Districts house- Bon- Self Hel- Regular Casual Seeking/ Atten- Atten- Atten-
hold ded emplo- per salari- wage availa- ding ding ding
type la- yed ed/ labour ble for educa- domes-., other others- ‘total
bour wage wor k tional i tic \\spl.
emplo- insti- duties ‘acti-
yed tutions only . vities
(1) (2) (3)  (w) (5)  (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13)
Bangalore FHH o il - - 13 - - 2 2 3 31
(35.5) (41.9) (6.4) (6.4) (9.7)
MiH - 116 - 26 94 - - - - 21 257
(45.1) (10.1) - (36.6) (8.2)
South FHH &6 - 5 26 9 - 9 10 1k PRy
Kanara {21233} (2:7) (34.7) . (1.3) (12.0) (13.3) (14.7)
MHH - 122 - 20 91 2 - 1 - 25 261
(46.7) (2. 7) (34.9) (0.8) (0.4) (9.5)
Bharatpur FHH - 3 - - 3 - - 1 5 2 14
(21.4) (215) (9.1) (35.7) (14.3)
MHH - 164 - 20 31 - - - - 11 226
(72.6) (8.8) (13.7) (4.9)
Almora FHH - 16 - 1 - - - - 2 2 21
% (76.2) (4.8) £95) {2.5)
MHH - 52 - 7 7 - 1 - i 7 75
(69.3) (9.4) £8.3) (1.3) (1.3) (9.4)
Gorakhpur FHH - 14 - - 5 - - 6 5 8 38
(36.8) (13.2) (15.8) €13:2) (21.0)
MHH 9 2246 - 26 111 - 12 - 1 13 394
(1.3) (57.4) (6.6) (28.2) (3.0) (0.2) (3:3)
Birbh um"™ FHH - 6 - 5 5 - - 4 - 9 29
: (20.7) (17.2) (17.2) (13.8) {3131)
MHH - 139 - 33 114 2 3 - 1 B 307
(45.3) (10.8) (37.%): £0.6) (1.0) (0.3) (4.9) 4
Midnapore FHH R - 8 12 - - 6 17 4 72
(34.8) £33 - R16ed) (8.3) (23.6) (5.5)
MHH SR | - 84 324 C .3 1 e 45 972
(53.2) (8.6) {33.3) . ~§ (6.1) (0.2) (4.6)
Mote Figures in parventhecns srae oor Mg I b B
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TABLE S.7 : PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADED HOUSkHOLDS BY POVERTY
LEVEL (POVERTY LEVEL = PER CAPITA MONTHLY EXPENDITURE Rs. 100) ;

Below Poverty lLevel Above Poverty Level
Districts Female HH Male HH Total HH Female HH Male HH ' Total HH
(1) (ARG "3 (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Bangalore 22 208 230 6 49 55
(78.8) (80.9) (21.4) (1913
South Kanara D2 1 | B 229 23 82 105*%
(69.3) (67.8) (30.7) (31.7)
Gorakhpur 3 333 V36 7 65 ] 7
(81.6) (83.7) v K18 ) (16.3)
Almora 18 65 83 3 10 13
(85.7) (86.7) (14.3) (13.3)
Birbhum 23 283 306 6 32 38
{79.3) (89.8) (20.7) o {10RA2)
Midnapore 69 899 968 3 ; v 7. S 76
(95.8) {(92.5) (4.2) {10
Bharatpur 11 161 14 3 118 226
; (78.5) (7). 2) (21.4) (52.2)
Note : Figures within parentheses are percentages

* Information about 2 MHH's of S. Kanara were not recorded

Source ¢ “NSS, 32nd’ Round (1977-78) 3 .
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TABLE S.8 : DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS BY
MONTHLY PER CAPITA EXPENDITURE (Rs. ) g
N
\

kit din h05§2ﬁo?gs per capita expenditure (Rs.0.00i ) Total

0-39.99 40-99.99 100 & above 1 i
(1) 3 (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Bangalore i 4 (17.3) 16 (630 085 57
South Kanara iy 15 (5.8 it o OL7) e
Bharatpur i e 149 (65:0) 118 (52.5) 226
& mmn O S L e i
Gorakhpue b S el s i 398
| St il il Ay E;%:i; e 552283 o Efgili &
e e L

! _ ‘ ¥ Information about 2 MHH's of South Kanara Dist. were not recorded
FHH : Female Headed households, MiH : Male Headed households
Source : NSS 32nd Round retabulated
Figures in parentheses indicate percentages



TABLE P.1 : PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADS OF .
HOUSEHOLDS BY AGE-GROUPS 5

1

: : Age-groups of Female Heads of Age-groups of Male Heads of
state/Village ’ Households Households
15-44 45-59 60 and Total 15-44 45-59 60 and Total
above j above
(1) (2) iR EE (L) {5) (6) (7) (8) (2]
Karnataka '
Thamasandra 39 Rl30 22 100 DO 40 - 95
Keralalusandra 33 36 3} 100 56 26 18 100
Ambalapady 19 48 33 100 37 35 28 100
Mattu 272 55 23 100 32 4] 27 100 i
Uttar Pradesh
. Amorah 57 24 19" 100 61 31 8 100
b Khirakot 62 21 17 100 43 32 25 100
: j
West Bengal
Bergram 42 L6 1.2 100 60 30 10, 100
Gopalnagar 43 40 17 100 59 33 8 100
Belma 32 S 16 100 60 29 11 100
Panchakhali 31 35 34 100 58 24 18 100 i

¥ 5 per cent covers unreported cases

Source : ISST Household Survey
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TABLE P.2 : DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS BY AGE AND SEX IN FEMALE AND.MALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS
v \\ »
Female Headed Households Male Headed Households
State/Village To- To- Gr- To- To- Gr-
0-14 15-59 60 & tal tal and 0-14 15-59 60 & tal tal and
above Male Fe- To- above - Male Fe- To-
: male tal male tal
4 (2) (3) (4) YoF » K6} A7) (8) (9) (10) VELT (T2 Tr3)
1 Karnataka S IO T - S e - e e ¢ (U T e O e s T O
Thamasandra 2L 103 315 29 26066512 58 45 103 291948 322456 2.5 7 63 48 111
Keralalusandra AR s il AR 16 e Ty S it R ) 1 52 53 2105 1672480 29 5190548 s R - 2 45 45 90
| Ambalpady 40 39 79 49 92 141 7 16 '23 96 147 243 36 39 31547672148 13 .5 18 125" 1161261
Mattu 38738172, 85-1.03.: 1484 Y1 1> 87 148‘ 235 52 46 98 69 1105179 16,11 27 137 - 167 IO
Uttar Pradesh
3 ‘ Amor ah Jelp e 20038 'F6 230 © U612 ik 6 32 54 86 20 25055208 307 - Sl S 48 56 104
: Khirakot 80: 3207235 56297227 9 2 10k 184G 31 .29 60478 72 15001356 19 k22 . 107 =229
4 West Bengal
Bergram 25028 09 4P 56 198 5. 4 92 72 84 156 F g 2 LN 25 il O - 2 16 18 34
Gopalnagar L4z 3024 35 48 83 . -8 9 50 66 116 26.33:59 47, 85 92 . vk 5 Vi 795156
Belma 13 9 22: 22 38, 60 -4 4 35 51 86 31 30 61 42 42 84 4 1 5 77 73 -0 150
Panchakhali = IR o4 V0 2 IRy R s TR e P R 9 16 Ly 60 266848 T TR TR 2T S 83 B2: 165
B Source : ISST Household Survey

e Rl TR R
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TABLE P3¢

PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN BELOW 5 YEARS OF AGE TO TOTAL

\

POPULATION IN FEMALE AND MALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS

\A.

Female headed household

Male headed household

State/ Village pic. to 'total number picito tatal number
(1) (2) (3) (%) (5)
Karnataka
Thamasandra 6.8 ¥ B 11
Keralalusandra D 6 1:8519 19
Ambalpady 7.8 8 i | 7)
Mattu 3.0 3 7.9 8
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 8.1 8 14.4 14
Khirakot 8.3 8 8.6 9
West Bengal
Bergram i, 6 | 6 Mg 14
Gopalnagar it 2 ) b R 17
Belma 4.7 5 10.7 11
Panchakhali 353 3 17.6 18

* Source

: ISST Household Survey
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MALE HEADED HOUSEHOL

T “n”‘?ﬂ‘}'{‘t@"?’“ kn‘h an

s
\

TABLE P.4 : SEX RATIO (FEMALES PER THOUSAND MALES) IN FEMALE AND

\\\\
\
i Female-headed Male-headed
‘ 2
£ State/Village households households
(1) (2) (3)
Karnataka
Thamasandra 776 746
Keralalusandra 1019 1000
b Ambalpady 1530 928
Mattu 1701 1219
Uttar Pradesh
i Amorah 1688 1167
£ Khirakot 1312 886
West Bengal
Bergram 1167 1125
Gopalnagar 1320 1026
W Be lma 1457 948
i Panchakhali 2750

988

A N 8 Wt s

Source :

ISST Household Survey
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TABLE P.5 : AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE INCLUDING AND EXCLUDING SINCLE-MEMBEREP HOUSEHOLDS

\,

N

S Female headed households ' Male headed households
State/Village
Number Number Average House-  Total Number Number Average House- Total
of of house-  hold persons of of house- hold persons
house- single hold size . house- single hold size
holds  mem- size exclu- % holds  mem- size exclu-
ber ding single ber: 1 ding single
$ house- member - ' house - member -
A holds house- holds house-
holds ' holds
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11)
é Karnataka
i
% Thamasandra 28 5 b4 5ec 124 162 1 6.3 6.4 1025
. - Keralalusandra 39 6 4.1 4.7 160 183 - b I 5.5 1006
i ol Ambalpady 48 1 TR 6.0 283 142 1 7.0 7.1 998
: Mattu Mz 4 543 5.5 598 218 3 7.1 i 1537
k Uttar Pradesh
ﬁ Amorah 21 2 e § 4,2 86 130 1 6.3 6.4 822
; Khirakot 63 3 = T 5.4 329 90 - o 1 5.7 516
West Bengal
Bergram 33 4 4.9 5.4 161 159 3 5.4 b T 859
N Gopalnagar 30 3 312 4.2 117 153 1 5.2 SR 794
: Belma il 7 2.4 3.0 61 107 2 55 5.6 588
Panchakhali 26 10 35 5.0 90 183 2 513 5.4 975

Source : ISST Houéehola Survey Listing Schedule p \
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TABLE P.6 :

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADS OF
HOUS[HO[DS BY MARITAL STATUS

\\
\
\

.

3

Female heads of households

Male»héads of households

State/Village Never Currently  Widowed/ Never Currently Widowed/
Married Married Divorced/ Married Married Divorced/
‘ Separated Separated
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Karnataka
Thamasandra nil 29 71 nil 98 3
Keralalusandra 2 13 85 2 97 1
Amba lpady nil 31 69 4 20 6
Mattu nil 43 57 5 90 5
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah nil 48 52 nil 94 6
Khirakot nil 73 27 nil 92 8
West Bengal
Bergram nil 36 64 3 93 4
Gopalnagar nil 20 80 1 96 3
Belma nil 12 88 2 96 2
Panchakhali nil 4 96 3 96 2
Source : ISST Household Survey
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TABLE P.7 : PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADED HOUSFHOLDS BY
LAND POSSESSED CROUPS o
Qi ‘\
N
M \
4 Female headed households Male headed households
¢ Shatediilinge possessing land (in 0.00 acres) possessing land (in 0.00 acres)
0.00 0.01- 0.50- 1.00- 2.50 total 0.00 0.01- 0.50- 1.00- 2.50 total
0.49 0,99 .. 2,49 & 0.49 - 0,99 2149 &
above above
(1) (2) (3) (Y0 5] (6) (7) (8) (9) (30}, 0 GIX) ME(ER) . - 413
5 Karnataka
Thamasandra 3D 6l G ) IR - - ¢ SR 100,00~ 20.9 3.0 §.9 333 3.6 100:0D
Keralalusandra 53.9 - - 28.2 - 11.9 100.00  28.9 1.0 4,9 - .30.0 34,9 .100.00
Ambalpady 18.7 37.4 10.4 22.9 10.4 10000 23.2 . 33.8  11.9  18.3' "“12.6 10000
Mattu 3.2 1258 17.8. 20.5 1.7 100.00 - 27,0, 2707 1%.6 ' 258 2.9 100.00
o Uttar Pradesh
Amorah - 23.8 b7.6: . 285 - 100.00 - 23.8° 18.4 « 30.0 “24.6 100.00
Khirakot 15.8 - 49.2 3.7 3.1 - 100.00 - 37.7 2537 . 25.5 1040 1.1 .100.00
i West Bengal
Bergram 2.0°39.3 9.0 18.1 24.2 100.00 12 55,2 4.4 14,4 44,6 100.00
Copalnagar - 70.0 3¢3:10:0" 166 100.00 0.6 41.8 -10.4 13.7 . 33.3 100.00
Belma 4.0 24.0 - 56.0 16.0 100.00 2:8 1251 Fad 4259 385 - 100D
Panchakhali b P RS & 3R 26.9. 23.0 7.6 100.00 1.6 7ol 153 7 30,5 A543 110000
Source : ISST Household Survey
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TABLE P.8

HEADED HOUSEHOLDS

: PER CAPITA LAND POSSESSED (IN ACRES) IN FEMALE AND MALE

«\\
W\
AN

Total no. of

Total land po-

Total no.‘of house-

per capita land

State/Village ssessed(acres) hold possessed possessed(acres)
FHH MHH FHH MHH FHH MHH FHH MHH
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 9)

Karnataka
Thamasandra 28 161 31.6 426.4 124 994 03 0D
Keralalusandra 29 188 46.3 418.3 13- ST o 1002 053 05

! Ambalpady 47 143 3845 1395 286 999 0.2 0.2
Mattu Jelaz 118 45.5 135%6 493 1153 Ol 052
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 21 130 1,746 249.3 86 836 02 03
Khirakot 67 84 14.0 26.4 295 555 0 Ol
West Bengal
Gopalnagar 30 53 32.9 327.8 101 813 0.4 0.4
Belma 25 107 62.5 295.8 95 556 0.7 0.5
Panchakhali 26 183 23.4 997.5 61 1013 0.4 0.6
Bergram 33 161 56.. 5 429.9 156 865 0.4 05>

Source : ISST Household Survey
& 1 .
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TABLE P.9 : PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS BY :
POVERTY LEVEL (POVERTY LEVEL = PER CAPITA MONTHLY EXPENDITURE OF Rs.100)
G
v.\‘
Below poverty level Above poverty level
’ (iave N liage female headed male headed female headed male headed
household household household household
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Karnataka
Thamasandra 32 20 68 | 80
Keralalusandra 23 16 17 84
Ambalpady 23 15 77 85
ot Mattu 17 22 83 78
Uttar Pradesh
N Amorah 71 83 29 17
o Khirakot 41 46 59 54
! West Bengal
Bergram ' 94 84 6 16
Gopalnagar 100 21 - 9
Belma 100 96 - 4
Panchakhali 9P 86 8 14
|
A
" Source : ISST Household Survey
|
ot
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TABLE P. 10 : PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MAIN BARNERS BY THEIR
RELATION TO THE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS . *\

AR
Male headed households Female headed households
State/Vlllage‘ self wife son/ others not re- total self  hus- son/ others not re- total
daugh- ported band  daugh- ported
ter ter

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)  (11) ¥12) (13)
Karnataka
Thamasandra 95,6 - 4.3 - - 100.0 285 7ol STt A | - 100.0
Keralalusandra 92°3 1.0 5.4 L0 - 100.0 48.7 245 38.4 7.6 23D 100.0
Ambalpady 8559 2.1 18 (0157 - 100.0 41.6 4.1 312 0 1646 6.2 100.0
Mattu 82.5 2.2 10.0 5.0 - 100.0 33:9 1758 303158 1649 0.8 100.0
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 83.8 0.7 14.6 07 - 100.0 42.3 33653 190 4.7 z 100.0
Khirakot 83.3 - 155 15 - 100.0 15.8 .+ 68%2 14.2 - 155 100.0
West Bengal
Bergram O 2 At 0.6 6.9 - - "4 100.0 33,3 24,2 39.4 3.0 - 100.0
Copalnagar 98.0 - 12 - - 100.0 60.0 6.6 3303 - - 100.0
Belma 93.4 0.9 4.6 0.9 - 100.0 48.0 4.0 28.0 20.0 - 100.0
Panchakhali 89.6 - 98 0.5 - 100.0 80.7 - 1465 706

- 100.0

Source : ISST Household Survey -
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TABLE P.11 : PERCENTAGE OF WORKERS AND OTHERS IN MALE AND fEMALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS

\\
Percentage of workers and others to total number of members in
State/Village female headed hoeuseholds male headed households
workers others workers others
(1) (2) (3) (%) (5)
Karnataka
Thamasandra 54.3 45.6 42,7 57,2
Keralalusandra 67.6 3253 5353 46 .6 .
Ambalpady 3.9 65.0 . 30.0 69.9
Mattu 3B 66.8 3019 69.0

Uttar Pradesh

vl Amorah / 44,1 55.8 31i7 69.8
. Khirakot 40.5 59.4 301 69.8
West Bengal
Bergram 47.4 5§2.5 39.0 60.9
¢ Gopalnagar 53.4 : 46.5 50.6 493
Belma 60 .4 39.5 S54.6 45.3
Panchakhali 68.8 311 =1 s 48.4

Source : ISST Household Survey
y R 2
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TABLESP. 1.2

: CEMOER-SPECIFIC WORK- PARTIC]PATION RATFS IN MALE AND
FEHMALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS

\\

\,
\

State/Village

Percentage of workers in
. female headed households

Pefcénfége of workers in
male headed households

&

female male female male
(1) (2} (3) D) (5)
,Eﬂ[ﬂﬁﬁaka
[hamasandra Ly, 4 62.0 24,0 51812
Keralalusandra 58. 4 76.9 48.8 644
Ambalpady 3149 30.2 16.5 47 .3
Mattu H5u 24.1 2343 390
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 235 43,7 8%9 58.3
Khirakot 38.6 152 2 ik 46.3
West Bonqal
Bergram 40 . 4 54.1 22t 48.9
Gopalnagar 71.2 54.0 39.2 62.3
Belma 60.7 60 .0 1502 6356
Panchakhali 75.0 47.0 43.9 59.0
Source ISST Household Survey
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TASLE P.13 : PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADS OF
HOUSEHOLDS BY ACTIVITY STATUS
4Self-emplo- Regular hired Casual Atten- Atten- Too old .
labour * labour ding ding too reported
PP s o domes- educa- young
State/village e dagn tic tional &
gr- gr- i duties insti- others
tution
(1) (3) (4) (5) (6) 7 (8) (9)
1/,‘.
‘Female Heads
Karnataka
Thamasandra - 14 14 - 18 - 7 4
Keralalusandra - 35 28 - 13 - 5 3
Ambalpady 6 17 10 - 31 - 10
Hattu 9 57 2 2 43 - 15
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah - 62 b) - 5 - 5
Khirakot 2 10 - - 2 - 37
hest Bengal :
Bergram 3ot 6 33 36 - 15
Copalnagar 7 13 B 40 20 - 13
Belma 4 8 4 = 12 - 2
Panchakhalli , 4 58 14 = 8 - -
Male Heads

Karnatakg
Thamasandra 2 14 17 - = - 6
Keralalusandra 2 115 18 = : - 6
Ambalpady 1.2 17 14 I - 38
Mattu 18 17 2t = 2 - 26
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah il 56 4 5 - - 5
Khirakot 16 157 3 - - 23
Yest Bengal
Bergram 1 32 1 2 1 1 6
Copalnagar 3 17 39 - - 5
Belma - 19 - - - 3
Panchakhali 13 29 - - 1 3

Source : ISST Household Survey

vt




TABLE P.14 : PERétNTACE DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS IN FEMALE AND MALE
HEADED HOUSEHOLDS BY ACTIVITY STATUS

Self-employed Regular hired Casual Atten- Atten- Too young
labour labour ding do- ding edu- too old &
State/Village 5 mestic cational others
in in non- in in non- - activity institu-
agr. agr. agr. agr. tion
Bre. - wr ODsAD 3 SR O3] €) (8) €
,'/1/*/ Female headed households
ool
= .
Karpataka
Thamasandra 32 - 18 4 1 194 12 16
Keralalusandra 30 - 33 3 1} i} 2 10 10
Ambalpady 5 e 10 a7 - 19 28 21
Mattu , 8 9 4 9 il 23 35 1
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 7 - 33 3 = 22 12 23
Khirakot 19 - 3 - - JEs: 33 32
. West Benqgal
Bergram 22 3 3 - 1.9 16 13 24
Gopalnagar -7 2 9 = 24 16 15 21
Belma 36 1 22 = = 12 12 16
Panchakhali IRE 15 .33 7 2 3 2 8
Male headed households
Karnataka °
Thamasandra 25 1 18 Sl e = 16 22 18
Keralalusandra 31 2 9 - - 6 17 26
Ambalpady 6 216 6 15 - 23 55 12
Mattu 11 6 5 7 35 25 28 T
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 5 3 18 & - 30 11 2
Khirakot 10 2 6 7 = 26 20 29
West Bengal
- Bergram 15 1 2 5 17 17 14 3 29
Gopalnagar 16 1 6 6 27 10 7 32
Belma 34 1 17 1 2 10 1.7 18
Panchakhali 28 S 8 2 7 7 13 28

1
1
3
i
i
1
4

Source : ISST Household Survey




TABLE P.15(a) : PERCENTAGE OF FEMALE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS AS DECISION MAKERS
ON ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ISSUES

AN
b g
State/Village Economic Issues \\ Social Issues
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Rl 9
(1) : i B D (4) (5) 81" ) (8) (9) (10)
Karnataka
Thamasandra 90 95 26 4. 58 79 58 90 95 74
Keralalusandra 100 100 e 57 62 52 100 94 76
Ambalpady 98 95 55 55 63 78 100 80 85
W Mattu 98 93 60 55 70 73 98 78 75
Uttar Pradesh
[ " ’
- Amorah 100 91 76 86 i 29 91 62 57
W Khirakot 83 33 18 23 18 20 88 ) 33
West Bengal
Bergram 100 85 73 it "% 00 82 91 79 73
Copalnagar 100 97 97 90 87 80 97 77 77
: Belma 88 84 72 68 84 88 92 80 68
Panchakhali 96 96 65 65 92 89 96 23 g 96

Note : 1 signifies decision regarding food items to be bought for household
2 ;. 2 " clothing items to be bonght for household
3 & . " taking of produce of household enterprise to the
market for sale
i . 4 J it L quantity, price and timing for sale of products to
i _ be sold ,
AL ' 5 i A " the purchase of durable and semi durable assets
6 o < " the deposition or investment of household savings
7 ! " " keeping of money earned by household members
A AR SR e e b st e M i i it ienn mn d aaalsnfasond dannhte nad nat hek hous e h 01 d s ROV ¥ e

: ~ TABLE P.15(b) : PCRCENTAGE OF MALE HFADS OF HOUSEHOLDS AS DECISTON MAKERS
‘ ON ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ISSUES
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. #" TABLE P.15(b)

S A A A AR bt et i 07 T e, -2

¢ PCRCENTACE OF hMi[ HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS AS DECISION MAKERS

ON ECONOMIC AMD SOCIAL ISSUES

Economic Issues \\\ Social Issues

State/Village 1 2 3 4 5 6 Pl 8 9

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)
Karnataka
Thamasandra 95 85 80 80 80 85 95 60 70
Keralalusandra 100 100 74 68 79 89 100 42 63
Ambalpady 85 88 58 58 53 85 95 60 75
Mattu 90 85 65 68 65 78 95 65 75
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 73 73 74 73 87 13 - /3 73
Khirakot 43 98 5 5 83 58 95 43 43
West Bengal
Bergram 83 83 67 72 75 100 100 97 100
Gopalnagar 68 77 68 71 48 97 100 100 100
Belma 76 76 76 76 76 76 88 88 92
Panchakhali 72 76 72 76 76 77 86 79 23

Note : 1 signifies decisions regarding food items to be bought for the household

2 "
3 "

=

O m Ny W

clothing items to be bought for the household
taking of produce of household enterprise to market
for sale

quantity, price and timing for sale for products to
be sold 5

the purchase of durable and semi durable assets

the deposition or investment of household savings
keeping of money earned by household members
marriage of son/daughter in household

the education of son/daughter in household

Source : ISST Household Survey




TABLE P.16(a) : PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS

BY GENFRAL EDUCATION &3l
‘ : Py
* | M
Female Heads of Household N
. Literate Upto middle Upto higher Not
State/Village Illiterate but below school secondary Graduate reported Total
primary
(1) (2) (3) (%) (5) (6) (7) (8)
Karnataka g
. Thamasandra 96 4 - - - - 100
s Keralalusandra 100 - - - - - 100
Ambalpady 69 10 21 T - g 100
' Mattu 76 5 16 3 - - 100
Uttar Pradesh
o
w
Amorah 95 5 - - - - 100
. Khirakot 92 - 5 3 - - 100
West Bengal
Bergram 88 9 3 - - - 100
Gopalnagar 90 7 3 - - - 100
Belma 92 8 - - - - 100
Panchakhali 92 8 - - - - 100

Source : ISST Household Survey

]
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TABLE P.16(b)

N

BY GEHERAL EDUCATION : Ay

<

Male Heads of Household

YO

: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MALE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS

Flliterate Literate Upto middle Upto higher Graduate Not
State/Village but below school secondary reported Total
primary
Ty (2) (3) (%) {5) (6) (7) (8)
Karnataka
Thamasandra 76 6 12 4 2 3 100
Keralalusandra 81 7 8 L - - 100
Ambalpady 3 14 30 11 14 - 100
Mattu . 34 12 33 12 9 - 100
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 58 1 22 18 1 - 100
Khirakot 41 23 11 s - - 100
West Bengal
Bergram 77 5 .%5 5 B i 100
GCopalnagar 79 9 10 2 - - 100
Be lma 58 30 9 3 - - 100
Panchakhali 57 32 8 3 - - 100
Source 1SST Household Survey
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TABLE P.18 : PERCENTAGE OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS WITH ACCESS
TO DRINKING WATER ; N
\>\
Female Headed Household$: Male Headed Households
State/Village Tap/Tubewell Other out- Tab/Tubewell Other out-
For exclu- For common side sour- For exclu- For common side sour-
sive use use ces sive use use ces
(1) , (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Karnataka
Thamasandra 5 79 16 35 40 25
Keralalusandra = 86 A i 89 11
Ambalpady 47 48 54 65 » 25 10
Mattu 42 55 3 50 45 4
Uttéf Pradesh :
Amorah 57 33 0 7 33 60
Khirakot - 13 87 = 5 95
West Bengal
Bergram 6 46 48 1/ 22 61
_ Gopalnagar - 93 74 3 94 3
- Belma : - 100 - - 100 -
i Panchakhali . < 100 - =K 100 -

Source : [ISST Household Survey
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APPENT 3

[l
H

Metho~ology

Selaection of states-

1.1 The infrrmation provided by the cseco dary sources like
the census and the 380 i-Adicate that althoug™ the overall
nroportion of female hea’ed housceholds is ar-und 2.5 per centl
for all-India, there are considerable regional wvariations.

1.2 To capture these variations, four states were Eelec-
ted for the nrimary hcuseholdsurvey : West Bengal in Eastern

India, Xarnataka in the South, “Jttar Pradesh in the orth and

Rajasthan in North..West,

Selection of_gigtricts ang'vil‘ages‘:

1.3 The districts, talukas (su -division) and villages
vvere purposively selected to not only portray the variations
in the incidence of female heacedness, but also to highlight

certain issuesq2

1 To examine the issue of noverty and female headed
households, two Fisfricts in ‘'est Zengal, wviz. Birbhum and
midnapore and cne dicetrict in Uttar Pradesh, viz. Gorakhpur
were selectad on rhe strength of ¢ ncentration of scheduled
caste and schedule’™ trike ponulation - these castes and tribes

taken as proxy indicators of ~overtv.

2. Male out-migration is a long tr~-~ition in the hill
ar=as of Uttar "radesh. This is also an important factor in
the formation of female h=sa ed hous~*holds. To caonture this
issue, Almorah district in Uttar Pradesh was taken up.

3 To see the effect of the matrilineal family system.
Udini taluka of South KXanara (Dakshina Zanada) was selected.
In "his area, tribes such as Rhunts, "hillana and Meghaveers

follow 'Aliya Santhanam' - a form of matriliny.

£ See Part 1. Chaﬂtur IT :  Secondary Data Fin ings
2. See Part I. Chapter I s Introcduction
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VASRAZII iR G

Metho“ology

celection of .states:

¢ S0 5 The information provided by the seco dary sources like
the census and the N380 indicate that although the overall
nroportion of female headed houscholds is around 9.5 per centl

fis b e g 1

for all-India, there are considerable regional variations.

L To capture these variations, four states were Eelec-
ted for the nrimary householdsurvey : West 3Bengal in Eastern
India, Karnataka in the South, Jttar Pradesh in the orth and

Rajastharn in North=West.

Selection of Districts and VWillages -

158 The districts, talukas (su ~-division) and vil'ages
were purposively selected to not only portray the variations
in the incidence of female heacdedness, but also to highlight

certain issues,2

1, To examine the issue of noverty anc female headed
households, two fistricts in est Bengal, wviz. Birbhum and
midnapore and one district in Uttar Pradesh, viz. Gorakhpur
were selected on the strength of c ncentration of scheduled
caste and schedule:” tribe:population - these castes and tribes

taken @s proxy- indlcators..of toverty.

2 Male out-migration is a long tradition in the hill
areas of Uttar Pradesh. This is also an important factor in
the formation of female hea ed houscholds. To cavhture this
issue, Almorah district in Uttar Pracdesh was taken up.

2k To see the effect of the matrilineal family system.
Udipi taluka of South Kanara (Dakshina Xanada) was selected.
In “his area, tribes such as RBhunts, "hillana and Meghaveers

follow 'Aliya Santhanam' - & form of matriliny.

. Seel Partad - Chapters TS e Seoondapy - Data. Simd ings
2. See Part T, Chapter T s Rt rodnction
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a5 Jtilis=tion of develorrent invuts i'as the next issue.

For this, Kenskarura taluka of 2angslore district was selected

wWhare Sericatture oronotion scheme . are 1o operatieas,

5+ An attomrt has beasn made to unﬂers*am@ and el ain-the

low incidznce of female hea“ed houzzhelds in north-wectern

India.  Fo o trhos, RBhargtrub - districb ot Beiasthan Stotehes
been sclectod.

Village Profile

1.4 in the light-of these lssues, four vil'sges jp the State
of Xarnataka, four in ¥est Bengal and two in Uttar Pradesh were
selected for an in-denth study and two villages in Raiasthan

for a general study.

Karnataka
(i) Thamasandra and Xeralalusandra in Bangalore district

selected to study the impact and utilisation of
develooment scheme.
(ii) Ambalpady an® Mattu in South Kanara district . selec-~

ted for the studv of the impact of matriliny.

tar Pra€e§h

& Amorah in Corakhpur district : sele tad because of
a largc concentration of scheduled castes.

Khirakot in Almorah dJdistrict : to study thc.eff eet

~
('
i

of male-selective outmigration.

West Rencal

(i) Zergram and Gopal nagar in Birbhum district and
(ii) Belma and Panchakhali in Midnarore district - selec

ted on the basis of high scheduled caste/scheduled

tribe population,

(i) liehtoli in Bharatpur district - a multi-caste village-

and EZtrampura, a predominantly tribal viliage :

)
)

selected to study the probable reasons for low inci-

Q

ence of female headedness,




el

The selection of the statés, district and villages was

thercefore purposive and not . rancom.

Selection . of sample households

ey
o
ul

The ‘selection Of households wos carried out in two

0]
98
o}
Q
D
(93]

A comnlete listing of households was done to obtain

Y
°

nformetion on certain sgolo-économic characteristics ol ~both

ir
ferale and male heade” households and of the head of household.

2. A maximum of 40 female headed houstholds werec selected

by simple random sampling.

1.6 In those villages, where there.weras lesc than 40 female
headed housenolds, all of them were sélected. To compare the
characteristics of male and female hesaded hou$ehdlds[ a similar
number of houscholds wera selectad ‘at random, from the total
"number of male headed household= listed in each village. (see
Tapble 1.1). : | 2

Method. of investigation

157 The first step was to organise village meetihgs, where
the ‘investigators, "hrough informal discussion, explained. the

purpose and method of the survey. These meetings had excellent

‘response and greatly facilitated the subs=aguent work.

1.5 Next, 'a house to house‘enaguiry was conduct d, when the

schédul=s wers convassed.

1= In each vil'age, one male and one fémale investigator
were denloyed for about 15 to 20 days.  Female investigators
Feei litatodithe eollcation df infromation from the female headed
households. The investigation was usually carried out in the

early mornings an<late evenings.

Period of investigation

L0 The survey could not be undertaken simultaneously at
al' the sites. It was undertaken at different periods between

May and December, 1933,
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Schedules

I.11 Three sets of schedules were canvassed, the first,
entitled 'listing schedule', was designec for complete listing
ot all households in the sample villages. The purpose of this
schedule was to collect information regarding demogravhic

and socio-economic characteristics of the households. Some
important information about thz heads of households (both
female and male) were also collected through ‘the listing

schedules.

Tdep The second and third schedules, both entitled
'household schedules', were designed to collect detailed
information from the female and male headed households.
Socio-economic particulars for each member of the sample

households were collected in these two schedules.

4= Of a total of 19572 households that were listed in
the first stage, 425 were female headed and 1527 were male
headed. Thus, female headed households were 21.8 per cent of
total households (See Table I.l). This figure excludes the
state of Rajasthan, where 125 households were listed in
Mehtoli and 57 in Etrampura. Of these only 3 households in

Mehtoli and one in Etrampura were female headed households.

I.14 ¥Yor the detajled study, & tokal of 295 female ==3
hzaded houssholds and a corresponding number of male headed
households werc selected. Thus, the total sample comprised
590 householdsp which were 30.22 per cznt of the total
listed households (See Table I.1).

~4
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- APPENDIX I

Abstract of Cass Studies 3Based on Interviews

)]

of Selected Female Heads of Houscholds

¢

caze Srudy I. (Village Gopnalnagar, dist. Birbhum, WB)

£

i Jilapi Soren (60), widowed at 50, illiterate, 4 sons

daughters, b.c. exp. of family Rs. 75, ST, 2-room nud hut.
er husband was a sharc-croppser, cultivating 4 acres of land.
Bote .atkar Kis d=ath, her brother=in-law and other relatives
belonging to her husband'!s family began to harass her-to the
point of physical violence. As a result she was compelled to
return to her native villages. She has to work as casual
labour in 2griculture and at present her sons also work as

agricultural labourers or sharc-croppers.

case Study 2. (village Gopalnagar)

237 Tulshi Bhandari (40), widowed at 30, illiterate,3 sons

and 2 daughters, p.c. exp. ’s. 60 backward caste (BC), one-

room mud hut. Tulshi's huébandeas a barber and their financial
condition was tolerable when ~he was alive. But his death

left the family in dire strains ané out of 5 bighas of their
land, 4 had to be sold off. The remaining bigha had to be

sold off to meest the wedding expenses of the eldest daughter.
Tulshi eventually came to be supported by a well-to-do

man of the wvillage. Though she no longer receives regular
financial aid from this man, herx social status has deteriorated.
The family somehow pulls on with the earnings of the two sons
on: of whom works as casual labour and the other under a

shop-keeper.

Case Study 3 (Village Panchakhali, dist. Midnapore, WB)

23 Sohagi Membrom (70), widowed at 40, illiterate, 2 sons
and 2 daughtefs, P.C. €Xp. R« 60, one-room mud house. The
family land has been divided between the two sons who set up
separate households about 15 years ago and from £hat time she
pas had to earn her living as a casual labourer or maid-servant.
Occasionally she collects and sells firewood. Not being able

to ggt reqular work, she oftén faces extreme psnury énd

starvation.
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Case Study 4. (Village Parichakhali)

LA Parbati ;Das (50) “widow=d at 47, ikliterate, one son,
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PeCaSXp. 5y 80, énc 3 family's livelihood was

cultivation ‘but sircde the vicld:ef lan3 (2.3 acres) is.very ?

4

low, their additional livelihood is foed-procdssing - ‘buying rice

-~

and selling it in fthe form of ecdiblye parchedagrain (i e e

She has to work for =bout 14 heours eachtday.

Casc Study 5. (Villag: Bergram, dist. Pirbhum, WB)

P Snehealata chosh. (33)5 marriad, lHi&EEraty,. 2 sons,

DeGe  EXD, 85,90, d'kaccha rooms.: The family . 38 supported by the
produce of land -~ the income of thz husband as daily labour.

The latter, however, is considered "dull and abnormal®” and hence
‘Snchalata is the head of the houschold. Her two sons attand
educational institution. She occasionally contributes to the

family budget by undertaking dewing fer others..

Case Study 6. (village Bergram)

26 Kusum Kumari Mandi (45), widowed at 40, illiterate,

3 sons and 2 daughters, p.c. exXp. ps, 60, ST, one-room mud hut. :
The husband cultivated 4 acres of land on share-cropping basis.

At prescnt the son is rcgistzred as bargadar (share-cropper)

on that lagd but sitice the 1and is of very poor guality, ‘it is
Kusum's earnings as casual agricultural labourer that is the

mainstay of the family.

Case Study 7. (Village Belma, dist. Midnapore, VIB)

257  > “~Pogi Soren (42), seperated from husband at 33,

.illitefate, ST, onc-=room mu¢ hut. The husband left Pogi after
marrying a second time. Pogi and her son cultivate the 3 bighas
gf lané that ﬁhéy own and they also work for wag=s on other
people's 1and, Additionaily they héwé>sét up = céﬁntry licquor ¢
shop which is now their chief source of -income.. "They are now

earning well and living happily”.

Case Study 8. (Village Balma)

P Shashi Barik (70), widowed at 30, 3 daughters,

P.C. €xp. Ps. 60/-, BC, one-room mud hut&""%hey used to pull on

well by the income from cultivation of their own land. About




75

0
Q)

5o Study 4, (Vill age Panchakhali)

A Parbati ;Das (50) widowed at 47, illiterate, one son,

N

peC.2x0. N, 80, onc-room mud hut. The family's livelihooc was

cultivation but sincde the'vicld of land (2.3 acres) is.very

Q

lowr,. their additional livelivood is od-procossing - buying rice

. iy 5 5 L A = T gt R s
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D05 Smehelata Choshis (33)y married, i literpte, 2 sons,

D+Cs- XD, B5,-90, d'keccha rooms.: The family . 38 supported by the
produce of land - the income of thz husband as daily labour.

The latter, however, is considered "dull and abnormal” and hence
‘Snchalata is the head of the houschold. - Her two. sons attsnd
educational institution. ©She occasionally contributes to the

family budget by undertaking dewing fer others..

Casc Study 6. (village Bergram)

Dl Kusum Kumari Mandi (45), widowed at 40, illiterate,

3 sons and 2 daughters, p.C. €Xp. ps, 60, ST, onc-room mud hut. -

The husband cultivated 4 acres of land on share~-cropping basis.

At prescnt the son is rcgistzred as bargadar (share-cropper)
on that land but since the land is of very poor guality, it is
Kusum's earnings as casual agricultural labourer that is the

mainstay of the family.

Case Study 7. (Village Belma, dist. Midnaporo, VIB)

257  > "~Pogi Soren (42), seperated from husband at 33,

illiterate, ST, onc-room mud hut. The husband left Pogi after
rrying a second time. Pogi and her son cultivate the 3 bighas

of land that thcy own and thoy also work for wag=s on other

people s ‘1land., Addltlonally they hgvo set up a country liquor ¢
shop which is now their chief source of income. "They are now

earning well and living happily".

Case Study 8. (Village Belma)

g = Shashi Barik (70), widowed at 30, 3.daughters,

p.C. exp. Ps. 60/-, BC, one-room mud hut. "mhoy uscrq to pull on

well by the income from cultivation of their own land. About




10/12 years ago the eldest son of her eldest daughter forced

®

her to sign away most of the land in his name and has kept

~

the land in his own possession. Now 5he has orly. 2 bighas
of land... After taking away her land forcibly thev do not
. care any more for her... The gmall quantity of produce wnich

she gets by share-cropping is guite insufficient... For want

she is graduslly Pecoming weaker dey by day".

ot - - - CTERR = - = o - r —~ 5 T 2 .',.,..,_\
Case Study 9= (Village Amorha,dist. Gorakhpur:. UP)

229 Sukha (40), widow, oné son, one daughter, p.c.exp.

Rse 55,8C,one-room jhopri. BSukha's busband died just after her
daughtéf's marriage was settled.  Since then she has had a
series of misfortunes. Her son met with a serious accident but
as Bhe had to borrow money from relatives and from the village
Pradhan (chief), she had to send the son to work as an
agricultural labourer in Punjab. Fortunately he could bring
back enough money to pay off cdebts and to release the .land

from mortgage. (Now he works as an agricultural labourer in the
villége). Until her son grew up, she had a lot of trouble
arranging er help with plcughing their small plot of 0.8 acre.
Now marketing for the family is primarily her responsibility and
she considers it a great burden. She remarks : "Really,life

is wvery dirffierliel]

Case Study 10. (Village Amorha)

2.10 " Gilashi (32), married, illiterate, one son and one
daughter, p.c. exXp. Rs. 55, 2 room kaccha house. Some years
ago Gilashi's husband had suffered a long spell of illness.
The family incurred a debt of Rs. 2,000 at 25% interest and was
compelled to mortgage the land (0.75 acre) to pay for his
treatment and "for finding a job for him." Ultimately he took
up a job as a chowkidar in Rajasthan. However, he does not
send any money nor does he keep in touch so that the entire
burden of managing the household rests on Gilashi., She works
as agricultural labourer. She saye "I find going to the

bazar very difficult. I never had to buy anything before and

I don't know how to judge the price or quality of goods onr




sale. Taings are very diffi ult without my husbané here".

Case Study 11. (Village Amorha)

=l Jonha, widowed a few months back, 1 son and 3 daughters.
Jonha's is also a sad 8toyy. Her husband had to go to Punjab
as-agticultural labour in order to pay off'dgbts incurred for
his eldest daughter's marriage. When he fell ill the family had +
to borrowv more money and to mortgage the small holding. Her
eldest child - the recently married daughter - is only 10 years
-01ld hence it is Jonha who has to support the family by labouring
in the fields when such employment is available., In Jonha's
words, "Work is available for women only in wéeding, paddy
transplanting and harvesting. In winter there is sometimes some
work in clearing rice. On days I have work, it is my daughter
who cooks the food. Though, after cleaning and pounding rice

for someone else I come home and do that too. While I am away
working, my eldest daughter looks after the younger children.

It is she who collects firewood all the year round. But she is
still very young and can't do all the houseWwork. Usually I do
the cooking and clean the pecans myself. When my husband was
-alive he-used to go to the bazar. Now it is T who has to go...
Sometimes I feel completely helpless ... There is no one to

Help me..."

Case Study 12, (Village Amorha)

w12 Jageshara married, 6 sons and 2 daughters but only 1
son and 1 daughter living. Jageshara's is rather an unusual
story because not only has she inherited 3 bighas of land from
her father but she lives in her parents house with her husband,
she agserts, "I have been head of pumr household ever since my
marriage. Everything from our land cultivation andé other famigy
earnings is given to me. I am in charge of all household
expenditure. I buy all the clothes and other things we

need. The family spends what I give them-and-tell them to

spend. « o

3



Case Study 13. (village Thu.masandra, dist. Bangalore ‘Karnataka)

2.13 Maramma (45), married, illiterate, 2 sons and 1
daughter, p.c. exp. R&. 190, semi-pucca house of 2 rooms. Her
husband nrufesses lack of interest in domestic affairs but is
also considered to be unfit for managing the household.
Maramma has assumed headcship since 15 years. The family
cultivates the owned land (1.5 acres) and also others land for
wages. Maramme also rears cocoons for seri-culture. She is

the recipient of an IRDP loan for purchasing livestock.

Case Study 14. (Village Thamasandra)

2.14 " Malevadi Chikkamma (55), widowed at 51, iIliterate,
5 sons and 1 daughter, SC, p.c. exp. 5. 80, one-room jhopri.
As all the sons work as agricultural labourers (at wage rate
Rs 7 per day) Chikkamma now attends to domestic chores only.
Préviously she used to work as agricultural labour.  She is

aware of development schemes like IRDP, Janata housing etc.

Case Study 15, (village Keralalusandra, dist. Bangalore,
Karnatal.a) .

2.15 Hombalamma (50), widowed at 45, illiterate, 2 sons,

1 daughter, SC, p.c. exp. Rs. 161. Gets old-age pension.
Previously used to work as agricultural labourer but now her
daughter and grandsons help her out.

Case Study 16. (Village Keralalusandra)

2e1l6 Munni Mallamma, widow, illiterate, 2 sons and 2

daughters, lives in a Janata house. An agricultural labourer,
Mallamma assumed charge of her household and even when her
husband was alive as he suffered from ill-health. Her sons

attend., svhool. Aware of development schemes such as IRDP.




e Puring the Rousel st e coeratien sy the =F solec -
the courses of eanvacaing-the
household schedulse in the selected f-male and male heacded

useholds anc also in the tabulation of the survev
dats,seversl tochhnic~. terms ndicating arious social
ane economic categories were used for classification of
household »nd also the members of the household. 1In this
section, the operational definiticns of a few of these
technical terms the. exact connotation of which is not easy
to grasp are laid down here. Only a few ;ﬁportant terms
are chosen here as the. others are self-explanatory. The

definitions are as under:

)

3.2 Household : A household for the onurpose of the
ISST survey is constitnted of nsual or normal members: who
live togzther under the same roof of a dwelling unit which
includes besides pucca, semi-vucca and katcha structure,

- shanties md zho~ries also and cook fo>d in the same?;
kitchen. Thé"ﬁémﬁorary visitors or guests in the house-
hold are not to be consicered a member of the househdld
whereas a temmorary absanteeé from the household are to

be considered a member. Servants, cooks, paying guests
having enjoyed boarding and lodging facilities in the
household arc also to be considered a member of the -
household whereas the married daughters visiting parerit's
house -¢ temporarily are not to be considered a member
of the parent's houscehold. Separated, divorced or widowed
daughters or sisters living in the parent's or the brother's A
household are to be consfdered a member of the household. -
The overriding consideration for determining the membership

of a household is staying under the same roof and not

cooking food in the same kitchen. It should be borne in




as defined sbove, may resides in one

ad
housé wnich may cortaln one er fmore thap -one houscholkde

3.3 Head of £-c Sooséhela 5 Dusing the sbrvey oSper-
sEion, the person. — whethel " RNa e -0F female, who ds @eclac

red ss head by the Eous Smoere hoo been recopded-—as

head. - In Other weide the person who is-nonincted by the
members of the nhousebceld as heac has kbeen considered heagd
of the househcld, o macter if he Or she is the main bread

e arner or-—the -houscwold o -not,

Shn Household means of livelihood ¢ Meagns of

livelihood has been defined as the pfbfession, occupatiom
or vocation by pursuing which the members of the household
sustain théﬁselVés; There may pbe-one or more than ohe
economic persuits which sustain the household. Buf for
the purpose of recording information on the means of
livelihood of the household in the survey scheduale, only
the main or gfincipal means of livelihood which
predominated over the last 365 dayspreceding the date of
survey was considered. The means of livelihood were
classified under the follow.ng six means of livelihood

categories.

a) self-employed agriculture

b) self-emd>loyed in non-agriculture

¢) wa.c/saleried employee in agriculture

d) wage,’szlaried employee in non-agriculture
&) - othey ru¥al labour

£ -otbé;s.

3.5 Household grouo 3 The term household group'has

been used-in the survey to identifty whether the survey

sed
household belongs to

a) scheduled caste
b) scheduled tribe
&) backward caste

d@) others




in the :Statute Boeok of Government of India, for
the spiir)ose~ofioffc ring -cerkain ‘out of turnwsoclalssor
political or economic benefit:te the lcss privilaged and/
or backward and tribal community or castes a list of such 2
cofdmunities is appended. Since the names of such communi-
ties are- scheduled in the Statute Book, they are treated
agzscheduled easte . 'schedyled tribesiote - o lhe category
entitled 'others' is the resicdual category which covers
the remaining households not alrieady identificd by the

categorics listed -aboves

356 Houschold 1land posscssed + The amount of land

found to be in possession of the houschold as on the dgte
of the survey (and measured in terms of acriés in two deci-
ml places) constitutes the total land possessed by the
household. The £otal land owned by the household plus
the total leased in minus the tokal land leased out by

the household will make the total land under the possess-
ion- of the-‘household on the ‘date of suivey. ’ ~

. Dominant activity ¢ Dominant activity of the

head as also the other members of the household has been

defined as the gainful (economic) or other non-gainful

activity (non-c¢conomic) of the person which dominated

over all the activitics pursued by the person over the

365 days preceding the date o survey. A pcrson may

remain econdmically active for sometime and economically ;
inactive for the remaining period of reference (i.e. 365

days preceding the date of survey). In deciding his/her
dominant activity, the gainful activity (or inactivity)

which dominated over the major pexiod of time of the ref-

erence period was considered. WhileAbeing gainfully .
active onc may @ither be employed or may be without em-

ployment but only seeking or available for work (without
~ctually seeking the dame). Also one may neither by

employed nor seeking/available for work butremain engaged

for the major period of “the veferepnce peniod in . pursuaibng




household chores, naucly, cooking, fetching drinking
water for the household, car:-ing household children

etc. 1In deciding the dominant activity of a person t{head.
cf household or other members), the invectigators were
dsked to ascecrtain in which one, out of thé three broad
activity categoriecs given below, the person spent the
major period of the reference time. The three broad acti-

vity cstegories weres

a) activity of being employed :

b) activity of seeking or being available for
work

c) activity & being engaged in household chores

or other non-economic activity.

In reccrding the dominanf.activity and also other
non-economic activity of the persons in the survey schedule,
the following detailed activity cétegories, which are only
the furthcr sub-divided catcgofiéé’built up from the above

three br oad catcegories, were taken into account :

a) self employed in agriculture

b) self-employed in non-agriculture

c¢) regular hired labour in agriculture

d) regular hired ilabour in non-agriculture
Epterpriege

e) casual labour

f) cooking, childcare, fetching < drimking
water, free collection of firewood, totoring
of own children

g) attending educational institution

h) too young to work

i) too old or disabled

j) pentioners/remittance receiver

k) others.

The category ‘others' listed under k is the resi-

dual category which includes any other activities not




coversd under items i to j -and -also - the category. ‘unemployed®.
Sinece th. number of such perzons, whose daminant activity
would ke 'sceking or available for work' over thé last 365
days preceding the date of survey, was likely to be insigni-
ficznt in the rural areas, a separatc category for 'unemployed’

was not- prescribed.

3

LA

Main earner ¢ The term main €arner has been used

in the heusce=llsting-sehedule, dhly o ldentify theearning
status of the hoead/for other membefé of the household who
providés_  the major earning for the household. In a
household there might be main carner and other earner.
While ‘the former-provided the majof earning for the house-
hold, the other earner was the person who only provided
supporting carning for the houschold.

229 Percapita monthly consumer expenditure ¢ Percapita

monthly consumer expenditure is derived by dividing thc
total monthly consumcr expenditure of the household by the
size af the householid both recordediin ‘the Jeurvey sehedule,
Lxpenditure normal incurred monthly by the members of the
household for .purchasing énd/or consuming goods and services
requirgd only for houschold consumption (and not used for
houschold enterpriecs) is termed household monthly consumer
expenditure,. The survey investigators were asked to:collect
this information, through patiunt probiing enqulry, Erom-the
household and they werce also asked to arrive at the reason-
able estimate of the household mohthly consumer expenditure
by trying to ascertain thc average position & the monthly
consumer e¢xpenditure over the last 365 days from the date

of survey. . This derived figure of the percapita monthly
consumer expenditure broadly indicates the level of expendi-
ture - of; the households

310 Foverty level 3 The po&crty level ds the ‘level of

household expenditure which cnables ‘a household to consume

2400 calories per erson per month:”Iﬁ the Sixth Pl an

N




-

document, this leveliof ‘expenditure for thefiraral  areas

was estimated gt R5.76 .00 ‘pe o person per menth- at-the 1979-
80 price level. Based on.this estimate, thc pove rty

level, for the opursose of the IS8T survey was estimated

ak fs, 133033 CEr —person- e remonth by i ntihabing the "sixth
Plan figure by the whole sale consumer price index prevail-
ing during héymﬂov;mh;r 1983, as the IS8S5T survey was con-
ducted during this xriod in the different parts of the
country.  Thus, for thepurpose of the survey,; - the: housee
hold hsving o r capita monthly consumer em®penditure of

Rs. 103.00 or below was considered as households 'within
poverty level' and those having per capita monthly consumer
expenditure above Rse 100.00 was considered as households
'sbove poverty level'. These two terms have been used both
for selecting the male and female headed households. for the

survey as well as for the tabulation of survey data.

211 Other tcrms used in the report
l5e Scheduled Castes & Tribes s Certain cactes in

the Hindu caste hierarchy which were considered the opore-
ssed castes and were placed at the lowest range of‘this
hierarchy as well as the tribal groups in India were
'scheduled’ arter lndia attained independence. These
groups were provided spccial facilities and reservations

to help. them overcome the cultural handicaps accorded by
the social system. Inspite of thesc measures, these groups

continuc to be . the poeorestiof the roor an-intia.

2. alya Santhanam ¢ This is a particular. type of

“Law ‘offheritance! © under whieh !

'property Vests in' the
females of a family anddescends from mother to daughter.™
(Sturrock. J.ICS (compiled by) in riadras district Manuals -
South @anara, Vo.I, 1984 PP. 55, 140). This custom, which
@ obably came, into being.in thel3th Century, requires that

women kemain in their mother's homes after marriage.




3% LThedevelopment schemes=which is referredito in

the Text of thereport is economic devel oament schemes only

like the Intcograted Rural Development Programme (IRDP) the o
siational kural Bmgloyment Programmc (NREP) or the Training
of rural Youth in 5<1f Bmployment (Tx¥SkM). In the Kipake-
pura area it also includesg the special sericulture progra--
mie s as well as the Janata Housing Scheme which is also a

local scheme.
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S |
11 vegetables i Ke 1 | |
i ! ! ‘
{ 3 i |
12 fruits Fi3 X % i e
i |
13 sugar | K |
b 8 T |
|
14 i selt 7 | Kt
; 15% | spices , e |
i . = ! 3 i
i 16 beverages X % x i
§17 prepared food and snacks including tea X x % -
£ ':
118 other (food items).cecesseeecssses(specify)| x X x | X
: i
119 | total food (items 1 - 1) S X P X
20 pan & tobacco % X X X
21 intoxicant X 5 bd o
22 fuel = X X iy M
23 1light X = 3 %
24 other (non-food items sese.....so(specify) ~ i
25 | totel non-food (items 20-24) x LN
e
126 | total (9 + 25) g , x 1
- . . - —e s \



/ ©/ probing Questions W e auasso.

remittance?
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_ |- description of probing questions | ans—| £ | description of probing questions| ans- :
o wersi o | wers
& i L
< (2) RIS (2) - (3)]
1. | since when the present head _ : i
assune the headship of the 5(d): if code '1' is recorded
household? (in years) against question 5(c), A
the source of remittance |
: (code) ool 8 e
2. | why the headship assumed? (code)
3. headship status (code) . 5(e): if code '2' is recorded ¢
against question 5(c),
whether receive any kind
Lo | if code '2t or '3' is recorded of pension? (yes-1, no-2) |
agzgipgt::q’uestion 3. e
= ‘ } 5{£): if code’ t1 is-reecrded
L(a):the type of work perfgm;ed ! against question 5(c),
(code) =it the nature of pension
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no-2 |
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garden? (yes-1, no-2) |
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| against question 5(a), TS 1 ‘
i the type of wrk perfomed( T
\ (code) o ‘
[ 12.| whether regularly does househald |
e R | shoping to purchase household
‘i b(c): whe ther live mainly »n L nece ssitics?. (el fio-2)
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who keeps the money earned by 6. | who takes decision about the
N\ the household members? (code) quantity of produce to be
X sold and the prices to be
fixed and when to te so0ld?
.| who is the legal owner (code)
of . (1) owse (code)
(ii)y lend (code) 7+ | who tecomes legal owner of the
additional durable or semi-
durable assets of the household
o el ot i to te purchased? (code)
3. | who nomally takes decision on |
the food items to be bought !
(daily or monthly) for the i
household? (code)
8. | who takes decision about the ,
purchase of such durshle
: , i or semi-durable assets?
4. | who normally takes decisions en t
| clothings to ke purchased for ; .
the household? (code) | |
' 19. | who takes decision about the
5. | who takes the produce of house- | derosition or invesiment
i hold farmm or non-farm enterprise| cf household savings, if any?
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7.2 : on social issves :
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the household recently?
2. | who decides on the education of (yas-1, 00}
the son, daughter and other : : ; , ;
members of household?.(code) 6.| if code '1' is recorded against
} question 5, was there any
| | doury given or taken? |
‘ | (yes~1, no-2)
Sh dres any member of the house‘n_oli !
couples practice family 7.1 if code '1' is recorded against

planning? (yes-1, no-2)

question 6, who took this
decision? (code)
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