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Tl'h~ stu6y has bech truly cl collective effort \<!ith tlhe
p;ener01.:8 hel,]) of il1civi(u:~ls and iJ1Stitutiol1E; acrosS the country

EDe_ in F!er~y 1J1aySc:cross levels of expertise.

':,ie Glre grc,-l~efL~l tot be Inte.rnat i onal Labo-ur OrgDnH'at ion,

Geneva f.or SjOCHlsOl'ingthis stuc'y and th8i"eby givin['; uS the

®)POl"tu:::ity to klOH about the FeI1ale ~~JeaddGEOU8eLoles of India.

Dro ,~•.C I> Se-3.1, Director General, 1J00(Central Statistical
Orgcni;:,c.tion):; Chief Bx:ecutive Officer of the -:'-Tatiop,,-,l~aillpl~

01XI:Vcy Orc;;clnibatioll (jJ'-000), Fl'i8nds at the:; University like

Erofo Andre Beteille, 2raf. Krishnaji and Dro Praveen Visaria

provi_6ed important pointers to\Jards the designing of the studyo

ReC90nsibility for decign, survey, tabulation, analysis and

irlritirg Via::5ta'(en by Dr. I"ukul }fukherjee, Sunam3.a Krishnamurty,

5'l!c3hir J3:1attachG'rya and 5110bha Jaishan'car 0

The fir::-ld survey was carried out by a team of investigators
including CoDo Banerjee, Pranballav Ghosh, ~eema Chatterjee,
;lil"enora Fat[] ~(ar 2,nd RUIna Ghosh in West Benga19 Jayapragac'sen 11,

Debes:li::;h Shame, SuC1hansuIi!fishra, Sudha Sreenivas ano J?arama D8b

under the surervision of Ao Suchitra? in Bharatpur/Almora~ Mc,,-c1.hav
(j-01tloa, AnancTaj, ,Jac;C1ish? Shashi? Rajgopal, ~':ridula UC:aygiri?

Rajamma "TaraJ<--.lXlPra.sad, Anand Raj, under the s-upervision of Shashi
Rajgopal in Karnataka aDO waS bUp::lrvised by :B~ra~cis Sinha at
GO::(,3~?":I1'PUl" 0

'1 The: tabulation of primary data ~laB underta~~0n by ~hanti
Gh0881~ Subimal lVlaZumdar, budhh:\:umar Dasgupta and ~c:0ma

Chatterjd0 along With C.Do Banerjee.

viG &J..'-'<':; gratE:ful to the Computer Centre of the .i?12rming

ComIili8fjion for underta:cing the retabulation of thE:::32n0 Roul1ci data

for the study specially to 'CBSVRao. AoKo Cho1tldhury of l\f~SO

h.-;lpdo in putting these tables in orddr and vCGEJala Hamji coord-

inatcc1 ti'0 PT0c3ssing of thG retabulation from IS~T •.



'AS i'1 c,ll sucr~ fi·-.:le Surv0y89 it it> the r0t5pondents in the
hous~hold \Jho providt:c th~ information ond iLsights Vlhich are

reported in this stuc3y. To tb0m o1rr 0dOt of gratitude and
. homagE:: - 2,11d hop;.:: tllc:,t tIN btU0y \I/ill cr-.::atschc,ng88 in

}ic;l"ception and, poli,cy? \Jhich in some: Itld2bur8 will reCl0dm our
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of cocic"\l organh.z:;<tions with internal justice ar...:: being chaib.lengud

not only by th030 concerned With th\J' f;tatus of \Jof[l<.,;n9but also

by i;.;COYlOLlistsand statisticians trying to ctuantify, Irl0asurG and

undc;rE:t8nc) thG bctual condition in whicll ik:;oph; exist. OnIJ
~:'.Dh,,:c(; of tids nGWenQuiry h8s been the phenoIDt;;non of f0mah;-

headed houbGholds.

1 .2 ThIJ notion of h\Jad of household 9 for the purpose of

macro It:vel quantitative surveyS like the cc;nsus 9 is one of
reft.::rc;no'.; for th(j other members of the houst.::hold. Tho household

SlX.cVeym",thod finds it da8LJr to identify all members of a

household against such 8. refGl'-:;nce number. For Anthropol£lgists9

it is u83ful for the study of socio-c\:cltural traditions like

matriliny, 01" the ext0nt 2nd trc::nd of the joint family syotem.
Fortbic; PUI'PNi89 2, r0f\:)1"ral person b8comcS important for

unoerstarlcinethc relationship bet\v,:.:;en members of a household.

of household tckes on a n~:\J mecning. For them9 the head of
household is the IJc;rson through \.vhomthe scope and the nature
of c10VG10pm0nt nee;(lS c an be 08Cert ained and di;ve lopme nt

bGnsfit.s rOUGed to the hou8c:hold. This is specially so for
economic bdnufits like lOGlns~ subsidi~S9 hOUSing schemt.::s etc.
Thu c orr8ct. iCt:ntification of the; h-.:ad of housdhold ~ th"'1"8for8 ~

buc omub cruc i ally import ant.

1. Am~,rtya Sun and Sunil ~8nRuPt~ "l\.lal~ut.r.ition ?f.l1:u.ra,~
Ohllcrun and the sux blaB • ~cononllC and Polltlcal ,'6uklY9
Annual 1'fu.rnbvr91983. Vol. X.VIII No. 1992°921.



j_-G to impc;:r·tont to uno-.;rE:"t;ano the pO'v!el' pluY withih the hou8e-
hol(~o' rr;~l-': pL:cJ of vlOF;0n in tht;'po\Jer hitJl'al'chy of the hOUb0-

.:Lnrnxtof scpJrsol1 or in terms of the \';;conomic,:3 of t.he hOUSl;-
holcl\,rith-i.n {he: basic franh::worlc of the sociocultural milieu of

1 05 Irh2 socia-economic rdc:sons·tt18.t 11;;80. to th~ formation
of fiJInc,LJ"':h\::;oC!:c;dhOUb01:101d8v'ary in diffdrc;nt ps.rts of the world 0

Convc:;ntiol1al1Y9 VJid.owhood has bd8n identified as th0 major r0a80n
for fema'l~ he aC:";OrlG8S, hOV/dvdr, in mord rece ntt imeS'"t ht;:;re have

" ,
b,)oJ.1 othl,jr f2:ctors\!hich hc.v\::;acce10ratCio th8 formation of

(i) Falu stJlc;ctive outmigration and ,break-up of

kinship 8uDPort or joint fccmily systt;m, as .well as the intro-

-o.uction of YK~v!technology ",hich is afft;cting most of, -the coun-
tries' of Africa , \ilei:i-i:, Asia c\no South-Eest Asic, 0

'(itytTnstc;.ble serial unions, femalE:; abandonment and

also 'lnc:ro'28ing inciot;Ylc',:: of divorc881o sepsration in the vJest
due to ;jss8rtior.' of' .3(fU;:;1rightb by women9 which 2lso includes

8 1'8 jection of the] head of household 2.8 an 8uthOl'itarian male 0

(iii) Female outmigration from rural t ourbon aress
in 88circh of emp1oymc:nt and fronl labour surplus, io", \Jage 9

._9c0.velopir'.g countrivG to labour,:;;short, high-wage develoIXJd

-c ountri0S b' "

'Somt::of th.i::se f2ctors like male outmigration, br8a1.cup

of kinship bupport vte 0 do contribute tOth0 formation of
feT11ald he 2,o(;;d household s in India 9 hOVl8ver, vJid o\tfhooc3e ont in-
ueS to be the: ::::ingll,j most import2nt r0sGOn for fellah: h<JsclednfJss 0



d ", . ., . -1-' t'· ,. t ~. t". 0 L:)g l G Cl .L ClUCe;E; c,l ()J} 0_ lO '-' n 0,.1 l C ,) l 0 n

i:t~ciCl;(·c,,·af 'Poverty uNong f2DJi..lLJ-hJc,ouO hous~~holelL;. E,8giol181
'1 r>

s G'L~di,,;'"il' Bots-v<,'.nc, c;ncl tll,; C8rribbt;;an~ lLv'jshown thc~t 8uch

1 .8 In d0VU loPing C ountrius? 2. r\) lc:tc:d i:suUi;:; that arise 1:)

is that of c18V01opm8nt inputs fOl" such households 0 If the

situation U10 nueds of such housoholds are cliffdrt:nt? them
ouv810pmvnt progrenJllldS must bt: 'Jrj_8ntt.::d to cc:t\:~r to 1h888'_
sPocL~l~ n0'-.,os.
Th\) Ind.:iclrl D\;)batf!---_ ..

hold is 0 :L'l:;CU nt on,-~ in IncHCl ~~lndlitt 18 vi ark hCis boe n d ana on it

s a fc~r. A (,tudy bused on a micro-s'urv8 y Shows t hot th;;: propor-

t i on. of f'':lilDlc -he c~ded houso hole s is high among t hu sc hcduL~d

casteS and those hausoholds <:\1'8 depvEdiJnt mc~inly on wc~gu-
labolli~3. This study fine's th0lIi to be:..:() "mor8 merginalised

soctiorl of trh; i)()pu1c:tion in the rural cU'v,::.89 ewn among the

poorc.;st of th..; poor4• ~~heSemt: stud y also find:.:.; that such

hOUbe:..:h01ds 2:re: not involv8d in c~n:::;c c:nnot t 8:<8 ad v2nt e'3\:l of
c3.0 V0 1 ()pme:nt pr 0gr C:,mmc 8 0

1. l{ous(}tdji9,Sh0rri", ,,,l1e Eve Ji"uellt:xg !'The Economic 2nd
D8ffiogr8phic St;:.-,tuI:3of F:.;mc:J_t: HeadGd Householos in Rural
I3ots'tic~n2tl .R880arcL rc port? Popu12tion StudieS CentrE::?
Univ;]:c~ity of ~,'achig2119 March9 1981.

I\:!assiDh9 JnyC81in; "JoElvn--hec,d,:;)0. Hou8uh0lc3s <:)110.Employmdt.:'t.
in the C~:ribb8cn!l 9 in vJomons' StucHc:G Intl::rnational - G\
.suppleme: nt t"'! V,J om0DB' Stud it:.::3Q:u..::rt81" ly •

Gpr, ,-rl; :'! ':,S ~,r ,~th'iT 0 "TL"lr' 1 1'0'';'' 'rt y '~'1C~ HOU">0 h c lc'~S\v l' + ho \.. . ..L. •.• c" ~, c·. _.] '3 .- .Vc C:c v~...... G • ..!. _ .•. _ ••••.• __ ' , u

Fenlc,l-.:; FV808". Palx:r pr.::;sentt::o at th\:l Sc:min2r on v>JoIilons'
h1oz'k cc:':1dEmployme:nt? in ]\Jew})~lhi? A.pril? 1982.



'1.'10 AF'"th<.:c Gtrf'Y9b~:\0i:;d on 0Cconcc,ry dC,t~A9 chGll'-:.~ng8b tlw
, ",' . 0 ' " '1 •
ny;!0t,L0~,S tlk,t G-l-:Cil n{.Y1..,ct::tlC-,-Ob c:L't:: tLe J!om,vbt of tt~<; poorl
Ht)\'/I.Jv,;l';in aL<..L.'Jr "'-Gudjt9,·tiic 0bL:L: suthor founa t!i,2,t the
j)r 0 _ 'lrt i OL 'xf f(:'Llil~ -ht; c;.c",,;C· hOl.-,-S\j~j 016 S \Tc::S iDV'.:':l~~k.lyrel,}tt;d

I ".

t t') -G 1.1\.-: G i zc o:f Lc~!'J.cl tl ') ld irg/2 :

1011 'l;()·tvst dGl!1':; of thebe: ib8U.=;S9 c;study bco\jd aD priIJ1c,ry

Cl"t::" coll'~ctc:d in e. 7iLLG.gc: Y:02r' 13ombc'.Y9 fn'und thc:.t thi:: pr0por-
-cio',,,: nf 0'LCC:".h')1.J.~]8>101c8 ',,,<::8high c:.t bothend::-j of th-.J SOCiO-L:COD0-

among th-.J 8ch0G.1Alcd Cc,stdj 9 Scheduled t:ciba8 c·.nd other backward
c: stds/3. The chL"'.r8cteristic::"· of th...: fum,,~ld h~8de(1 houbeholds

c:ITl0ngth0 prop,:rtiud 51'1.<" thd 28set108s v2rL;(~ grce,tly. Irhe
feIn8,11J h82ds 9 1,vhowere OW;j",r.cult i vc,.t0r8 h2d to hire male lebour
for ploug'[ling. The grovm-up sonS of thdsel~(Iuseholds consider0d

themst;;;lvo;:;s c.•bovo such work~ but th2 'tJOiL.enof the household helrx;:d

out whdrt..;v0r pos;:iible. On the oth\Jrh{r1d ~ the sc1:k;duled c&sta / •
sch;oult;O tribtJ 1,v'Y"ltJnWh0WOL'2 d<;p.)ndent 0n 1,Jsgc: le.bour9 found
th8t-the )rc)fi~nce _0r sbser:cc: of tht:: Dien of thc;ir housd10lds did
not Yl12'\:c;l:luci1 o ifL;:Cd Dce 'to their life pattel";n •.

'1 .12 Th~Se studieS 28 well 2S thvri::viGw of the Secondary
dG~t2r2i8e c8rtain IM,i.jor issues in the;; Indisn context.

(1) ',~he,t' are th0 factor::; ttli:.~t L38d to the formCltion
0f f<.;:f,lale-he c,ded hO'LlS\;:)holos 8no how £C:.I' i:J t h;:) ir c and it ion 8

functir)n of th~ir c(;:ut>e0 Thd .fc:ctol'S thst act cjt>dc:t8rr2nt:::; to
t h,~i! ;f.!)l,~lll<o~ti of1 :1180 nc:;-:;dinydst igc,t i 0[1.

/1. ?r8vin Vis<.,ria ~ II.i'oVdl'ty apd LivingStE,nd8rds in Asia: an
Ov-:;rVilJvl of li.c.in .d.esults and :i:Jassons ')f ::)Glect0d Hr:msehold
Survey". .Living biandarG. Ive2sur\::)ml..nrt StucJY( :L~Xb)9 vlorkin.g
Co')y No.29 TLu #0:.clCl Bc:nk9 I.j[,shington D.Co

/2. frc.vin c..~nc1L-':0l8 Vis8ri2 g "Indi8i'1 I-Touseh0lcs witb FemalG
}It.:ads - Incici0nce ~ Ch~:~r2c,t"':i'istics 8no kV0l of Living".
J?2per prc:s0nt0o. ;:~t tr~o "!0r~(8bo~) on dnn1<.:nc,ne Povl3rtY9
!J21cut t<.'9 1:<,.1"c11, 1983.

/3. }.C:::.itr,:: yi~rishn::,r21 j uno Jyot i .i:1<:! Dee1i ve ~ "The Hural Fem81e
F"':f'CLj of ~-rol;:t>(;'ilOlds- Hidd\:jn frOb ViL:,-,r". Occc:~sinnC\l pspar
of£;.:,;:;c;c:rch9 I'xJil, on womeoos ::"tUOi\::)S9ST1Yf,iomen's
TTni versi t y 9 13ombc:y 9 10R1.



(iii) ,1.'0 '"at1t cxte'nt do the felLl,ale h8aGec hou8<::hol08
helve ace ~S8 to ;;";+'G.t;~ sponso.c<.;(" oavelopme1lt schcr."cs 0

i'L'o examine tll,jS<:: iSSlhjS 9 an0 to t.0fJ't the hypothesis
that feiTt81e headed. households in In(,ia are at a greater disad-

vantq.g'-'J as comparei' to oth::;r households - socially and 8cono-- .. L

mi9allY9 the Institute of ;-:;oci~l Stt::0ies Trust 9 at the instance
of the :tnterE2\tional Labour Office, G0I}:Jya9 undurtook a study

avai1c..b10 seCOrl0c-TY eata9 <it> •• <::;11<.:s on primbry [10U8<.::1'101dsurwy

by the Institute Qf 0oci61 otuC:ic8 'l''':''l):.,t0 0dconcary oata have
b.e0n cra\JY1 froin th,.j f]c:fl.SUS of Inaia of 1961 and 1971 and from
r'etabulbte(' C:ata of '~he 32nd ,d.OUDCof -clw TTational'0ampl\1
'uUI'vey conduct(;c: in 19'7'7_780

level household sUrV\)Y9 carried out in t\Jebrd v:iJ1?,g8;'; SC8tt,,-.:l'''::c
'''-·o~-.;r foue S'tctc:s" in I~( ia 0 The survey ~vaS cesi~'rJe(1 to caPt'lL'~

Dot G'1.1yquant it 8t i Vl: (:vie --:tlC ''- 0!l c<..;rnogrc.,j)hic and 0C onQDlic
L~a-cu:ccS of tht: ,housc;hol~'s 9 but also ClualitatiV'd irlformatiQl1
0I! cecisir:-,n m.a~{ing pO\/0r ()f trle8G hOUG2holfs and tho c

4

uality
of lif0 \.Jxp.jric.nc~G by them.

lki-d",C'l'cl;)SG(OJ,no to LiC;hlight c8rtc!in i'mpor-cant iS8U(:;fi brought

up eal'lh~l"'9 tVlc:lw Sit\.-L (villac\;:I:.-;) \.Jcjre~o10ctd:l purposiv<.::ly
fo~ +~. (J"l~V'Y' 1J.. U J.L...... I.•.....•...L v.' 0



( i) ':rho ,iJ~~;YU:-J.·'f t lK.~t8',-· Qi.[~ti (1n h; tw ,.;..;n p ')ve:tt y 0.nd
., " '.,' .'J"

+~~'lc:lv b.;c.d..:0 hfl,l--; 11,16., n ,;<3~6 :~lLcL-'l inv,-:.;-:;igetir,n. Fnur
vilL'g,",~~ in tb\..: StC:S0 "Cf \;L:..t Ej~lg"J.. L,l1C: ,n0 in TTttcr PrL~c3.,.;;.Jh9

w-.;rv :::,,'..:l..:ct...Jir:)'l tL -tr\.:ngth (>.f' o')no,- nt:c' tir,n ('f ~.ohvdu1,..;d C~'Gto

<:,.no vch.,;6uL.cJ trit,~ J'PuLtinDo Th..:fj,~C::'.'Jt0:""end t.ribe..; con b.J
, '

tn'cI..-n C'EJ ",ll'JXy indic~.'t0rG'·fr)r pev,";rtY9 ,,~) m,,;.,t of thc)L,\j grnups

"'",y •• 1""10"1,'" rr' In~'r'girJ'~'1'1'ndk"'1(L;rs2<...~..•.. '-' t. __'-JI\JV .~_ .~_._l.. ~rl .•

(ii) i'::::tl-.;Golcctive Gut migr,.tio119 c'n impnrt nt fc~ctor
in thL: formc-tion of f"mc.ld h,-,.d:;:;o.hou~-0halds9 \J[\8 tdcL:n up in 'ln0

vil12g09 Khi:cokot in thd Stott; of uttC\r Pr~::cL~sh0 Suo h out migr-
c~tion h:.:'[)b'-J'..:nc: r0gu13r fG:::'tul"() in this 2,r0c.~far almost 2-

ccJntury. Thib ~JC:8' 0XPdCtGd to provio.0 ':2n import dut intiight int 0

ftJmc18 h0::-:cL;o.hout50D':-lOc9 aincu the hill L:conomyiri mOt5t of

Him~118YcHlIndian womun :.Td thu princip,-,l t',gricultural lflorkC:rG
ana t h<) moinGt <:~y')f t hu II C onr,my.3

(iii) t'I[\trilinGL~l f:::lillily sy8tum is followlld in ccrtc:~in

arVDS in the B')uth 2nd nC)rth-Gc,stJrn rllgions nflndiG Fnd mc:y

8ho"" 80m\,; iDt~T',j:::jting chc.rrcturistics pcrticulclr to tht:J fefllc:lv
h82CJud hous~h'Jldi..> of thC:8v sruas o Two villc'g\:;;s in thu iJiotrict

of S0uth Xcmc~r2t(Dakf::>hin2 )(c,nc:,d24) in the State of Karn2t8ka \-l8re
se 10ctJVQ 9 \IJh,. rtJ G2~Lt\;j8 li}c~ t h\.:;" Btlun.tB? Bhillc--.n2 and j\~2.ghavears .' "~'.~...

f allolfl 2 form r;f m::.triliny c e,ll-:ic1 'Aliya 08nt h8nsm (soe APP8ndix

III for d~t2il).

2. GOVUTIllil2ntof IncH[~9 CenswJ of 19719 Specie.l Tablt.:s on
Sch:ic1ul(jo Cast;J89 Sciri8s 1 9 part }J A (i).

3. (i) Anj21i B2.hugun2, : "Role of Rural Women in the; Economy
')f G2rhwol R8gion". Papur circuloti';o ~.::tthe; Technic2.1
Seminar on VJolll\3n'S~lork and Employment. Himeo9

T,T8HD81hi 9 APril 198-2. .. .
( ii) "The fid 10 12bourt.:rs ~'rc; uxtreme ly feH <::maunting to only

33,3,7 2.1'19 . it is syII!-~.OIIl2tic of the Xumsori Soc i81 System _
'which lu::.ve: mDt5t of -the field work to women thc:tt 2/3rd
of th,::S8 Should be: f\,;ma18t5". H.C oi.tJalton eo..
G2zete8t' of Almora-Volume XXXVDistrict Gazet0cr of
the United Provinc08 of Agra Dnd Oudh. 1901.

4. In this rdport the t0rm South K2n2.rs. hos bOGDUSGO in;:;teGd
of "Dakshins .K2.lli'1ad2" Which is the tranalat80 version of the
t8rm 00uth Kanc:.ra. .



I.

7
(iv) TJtili8::ti·'n ')f (1\:Jv01"llm..:r.t input.J 'by f ..n:wllJ h,)~,d,-,

hCIU8811"lcJs is c.noth-..:.r i~t:iu-,,: tl1::t n..;"c:,:,:DQ0c:GSlJ10nt. For this, tIle

bi to:', \.JUl'\.) ~\;; h:ct-.:O from J3G~cloru (1 iGtrict of TGrrct ~ko. StP-G-::, ,

whuro ~)-.;.r-icu:Lt u..t'u prO!ilot i on i:.:; bv ing :::ct i vv ly u nc our C,[!;U <1 by t h~
. .

. ,,' (v) An c'.ttlJIDpt he::; b~tJn mr.'.de to expl8.in thu lJxtr-JIIluly

low pro port i on of flnTL<,,10-hu ~:'cl0d hOl-Icc11olcls in t he non h-Webtvr.n

re'?ion of Indio'. 'T\IO vilLg--...s in J3h:r,'tpu.:t- Cliutrict of thtJ St:tL:
<.>

of R.c~j~::8thr-n Vlt:r0 su18cted for this purPOL8., Howcvur" indepth

study of th:.: f~~·~turvB of fUlJl:::l\J he::.d<.;d hOD-beholds \1,',8 not c:.~rril:d

out in th0SL; vill:-.gus, !:.iinCL;th0 bJroportion of such hous<:.:holds is

insif,nificc,nt. Inste'd, 80m;.;; glJnur,'l obs<Jrv.::.tions wtiru mc.du ~nc1

c, f(;:w t~n\tc,tiV0 hypoth;.;;ois h:,'V0 b0un ougg0otiJd LtS to the: r<Jc:8ons
, ,

for llJw inciclVnCe of fdIllC'.lu hu.,_·dudr~ss.

1.17 Initi211y, thv survuy Gnugbt to caPturu th0 Gupportiw

. 1"01..:: ofwo1ll8n by looking 2t thtJir uconnmic cIJntribution in 8.

croos-s0ctinn of h')u~.H)hnl(lo. WOlleD, ewn whun thc-:y ere.:: not tho (

main uarnJr8, h0lp in 2u[':rnvnting thl:: f::mily inCOlliv t~S supporting

8crnurS. J:1[uch of this is not r-.:flt..:ctud in th0 offici2l d[~tG of

\th\ IU<.cro l'::v(;l st:ti8tic;~1 ::~['~\jncius. rPhi:.:; 211-import2ntdimun-

~o~ of WOm011'S roll::, n\,)l::ch; ~vc·luc::.tion. It rnuy G'lBO help US
"\ \t 0 ~\}"'UX2.lJ1inl:::~nd NC1ef in~ the Convt: nti on~;l c onCe;)t of the he c.d

of' household. ConV0ntion:.;lly, hl::00:.:;hip is c<,;si[';n:~t~d by nomiI1:l-

tion, r~::thvr th:.n by contribution to fcmi.lJ incoml~. This wny

'. ,:of dufining h132d of h")~",Bhnld m~~yll-c'.c1 to unc10Nst~m tiol1 of
:(~.m[_~l()'rhJ,o;,.;d householC"io ~__.ml unc1lJr-r01)r0oent::tion of women's wor}
'."' .t

1.18 An c;ttvIDUt \I~'8 m[:.du to do this \,jXl3rCiS0. HovJl::vur, thu

task of colluctingnot only incomv d·t::, but <:1100 :":;OUl~CBof incomt:-.

of individu81s in c f<~mily; co.nd furth()r~·1.l.08 of income by thu,
individuL'.lo nnd consumption or' goods 'und tJurvicus Within thiJ

family 'is o.ltaoGt "imp088iblu in ~l?~sJ "tyPlJS of hOUG0holds.

Colluction of such clc,tr, whichiu no~ b~ing (~tt\]mpti;]d, on inti":1-

h0US8holcl food distribution in Indic:'., rtjlluir08 int\Jn8e ob88r-

v<:'.tion ~'.ncl pt.~rticip['tion ovvr long dur:.~ti()n8. This study's

budgl...:t vJol.:~lc1not inclu00 thr·t In<Jthodology.
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2.1 Tb-.; C\Jn8u~ of 1971 givcs thIJ pr090rtion "f ?'1u::J\JholClS

hl.:i"10vdby WOIDunc1'1wntn th\.J district llJvol. Using tho st~)tu

Illvel inf0r111c:tion for [~ll Indic, (,-nll cistrict 1~V":!1 inform~.:.tion

for S()L;C-Gu0 Lt<.~t0::J, 2. visu: ...l picturu' .CDn b\J crd~:tu(1 Gbout th~
1prIJvnlunc\J of such houL;;"Jhnlds • (sue mops 2nd Tc::bh.: 51)

2.2 ThJ Clll-Indh~ Picturl: ~ (i). Th\..:r\J if.; 8n incr~nSd in the

proporti0D of f\Jillnlu hU20lJQ hous\Jholds 88 one moveS from the

northurn to thll 8outh\Jrn utct\Js.

(ii) Excupt f0r tlw Stc1t-:;S of Punj2.b <nnr"1 Himncho.l Prclc1i.::St.

th8 othz::r four 8tot~S of north c:nd north-vlCtJt Indie show D V'Jry

low proportion of :Juch hous..-..:holds.

(iii) In thl) cuntrc.l 2nd \Just0rn ~::l'<,::c:;Sof the country,

thv p:..:rc0ntc~[';u of tJuch hou:JuhcldL> i:... cloGur to thc Dll-IndiCl

8v..-..:rcglJ of 9.4 p.:;r c\Jnt. Cflhis includ'...:8 Guj:r:~t c.1nd.JIJl2.hc:roshtrn

in th\J, w,=-st, l';Gdhy<.~Prc:,d(jsh in thv h..-..:L'.rt of the country cnd .Biher,

~'hi\t BlJngc.~l r~nc Ori:':;:J(~ in th..-..:0c~ot.. .
\.

'.":-...

"'"'\ (iv) In thc fo1.li' ot[;tcs' of thlJ south, thv proportion of

sU~h hou:Jllholos is <.~bovllth\J Llll-Inclio c·.vi..;r~Jg0,;,vith I(i:r8lc

indicnting 0 cpI!lP:rutivvly high0r proportion.

(v) Thv north-lJ~.st0rn St2t,;8 he'V":!th\Jir "wn po.ttc:rn.

ASS8IIl nnd Tr ipurn h[lV\J l'lVl pr,·,p"rt i rn ,-..f flJillc:lv -h08ded h"useh'" Ids,

Mani pur h88 ,....wrO'fI,8 Pl'" P"'.rt i r'l1, v.lh~rv nS .f'T,.gc;1c....ncl ano Mugh8,lnya ' .

Sh0H <:: high propnrti"n '·f such h0us.-Jhr:-lds - th\J pr'-"pnrlion beir.g

pnrticul[~rly high in I\';eghGl[~ya.

1 • G0vurnmiJ nt of Irois, Ct3nsus "f 1971 . S0ci21 8nd Cultural.
Tables
SeriG8 14, Part II C (ii~, C-I .2~1rt 1'., PPo 2, 14
Sori\.;ti 18, Part II C (ii , C-I Pc!rt le, . p.,~ 6
5eri0s 21 , P8rt II C (ii), C-I P<.:rt A, pp.. 6,16
Serh:s 22, p,"--t II C ( i), C-I P,:rt A, pp. 40,44



9-DiLtrict Level Dat.ag Dis-s:rict leve 1 0 at a for se lected----~....•_ ....•.._------
,sta'bes .shoy! a great deal ofvariatio:!f.3 di thj,na state. :ralcir..gthe

," c888 of ,:{~jc:.[-:;t118.11 f irGii 9 the overall ;icture _is' that, of very low
pl~oportiOL of fei,1ale-he adeo house hole ~ . HOljever, the ce ntral
belt, extending f:L~omno:rth to south, ShOHSa proportion closer to thE
the, r.ational average 0

erence bet\\'een the northern districts and the eastern di::..trictS.
In the district::> of northern hill area, the proportion of such
households is as high as 30 per cent. r!:heeastern districts on
t he other hand, te nd to be near the state average. The rest of
Uttar Pradesh displays UJ.'1.iformlylow proportion of female-
headed households.

2.5 Noving eastward to vJest :Bengal, one finds that the
percentage of '~he8e households closely corresponds to the
national average being higher than that in Rajasthan and U•.P •.

2.6 In the ~:;tc;te-of Karnataka in South-India, in contrast
to the states di[:icussed ea::'lier, the proportion of female-headed
households is above 12 per cent. Within Karnataka, the districts
in the north have 10\\'8r incidence of such bouseholds 9 so do the
hill districts and the industrialised district of :Bangalore.
,On the other hand, the district of South Kanara (Dakshina
Kanada) has a very high percentage of households headed by women.

2.7 Age characteristics g Census of 1971 ~ The Census of
1971, disaggre;gates the data on sex of head of household by age
groups and by rural/urban st at us 1 • (see Table 5;-2 and Graphs
A1 (1-4) One finds that these age-groups vizo below 30 years,
30 to 49 and 50 and above, form a step like pattern on a bar
diagram. There is a: clear upward trend in the occurIrdnce of
female headecness with increase in the age group in almost all
the districts and states selected for the survey.

208 In urban ar~as, the proportion in tile age group above
50 appears to be higher than that in the rural areas, although
the proportion of female headed households to total households
is higher in L'UI'al areaS.



i,'tJ.C: Stft\.J of lTtt8T Pradesh cpd some; cHst.cicts of other
, • #) . •

stat~s chfft.:T d!-igLtl;y from the o\l.;ra:"J.. pattern. In the; urban

ar~aE: of 13irbhuHl C'h;t:cict invJ~st j.)"<,·sl tl:.;:;proportion of
female 'headS of hou~J\)~i(;l(];:.,in'th::: age CY'oup h310w 30 io higher

than. tlje.t in tit": 0[; grou) 30 to 4-9. Fttar ?rach::Stl alGa sbows
a simileI' pattern? b'cl~-,only for rural a:r'\jaS.

Pradesh is uniqu8 in so far as it Ghows a lilirror inversion of

t he overall Pattern9 i.e. the proportion of female hoacIt:d
households oecr<::ases Hi th incr<::ase in the age-group of the

head of household.

2.11 Landholding characteristics : Census of 1961 The
Census of' 1971 0008 not cr08s-clas:Jify th0 data on sex 0'f head of {:,:,':,.

hou88holo 'by landholding siz\:;. Landholding, is the: most important ;::,8'.

asset in rurc;.l ar0aS and thc:r\,.;for<:.: a major indi'c8tor of the
0conomic 0tc:~tU8 of 1~ou00holos. This information9 thcrt::fore, has

been c1ra1r'Dfrom th0 Census of 1961. USing the cata of 1961 C0nsus9

cross~cla8sifi8d by landholrihg of rural cultivator households

only 1 (See ~Pab18 S.3 and Gra Dh AI I (1 9~ 2) 9 ont: fi nos that

there io DO uniform pattc:r.

Rajasthan and X2.:cnata:;:a·i11Gi~at<:: an invc:rse rt;;lationship between

the proportion of female; b8aded households and tho;.; ~~iz0 of land-

holding. On th.J other hand 9 in vJest B~ngal and Uttar Pradush,
the proportion of female h\,.;aded households oecr8aS0d upto land-
holding grou~s'-Of"1:0"to"'l2"ac:r08' anc3'th~n' incr~'a8e6 again. This
pattern is Iilore pronouncc:d in W0t.it Bengal.

1. Governmc:nt of IncHa 9 C8n::J1.1-sof 1961 •

(a) Vol. XI9 ~TY~'~N 9 Part II-G(i) 9 Social and CulturaJl Tablc:s,
Banga Lore ~.2 9 Sout h Xanara P .11 •

(b) Vol. XIV 9 Ra jasthan9 l'art II-C( i ) 9 Social and .Cultural
Tahlt;;89 Bharat pur 9 pp. 89 q

(c) Vol. XV'9 TJttar PradeSh.; Part I1-C (i L fJ'ocial and
Cultural Tablc:89 tlmora p. 12,
Gorakhpur p, 60

(d) Vol. XVI9 West B0ngal ano Si'clcim?,Part II-C(iL Social
and CultUral TableL? .
,B6..rbhuUl,p. 21, Tidnapor0p.22.



2.12 SOE1-..; Ci~tric':;0 c'o ;'lOt corfirLI to th,; ov·,nal1 }Jatt0rn
'~f~ ~1'1""1:";: r" 'p'C'I"l'"Tr-" ~t'a'" ~()'U'''}:I ,('"',De'-,::, (J),-,~ "",l' r']r:' ""1'18C')")u IJ V L " .;., ~',I ,~; '-' G ,..; U c l, ,. ..>.c< ,,\.01_ C( 0, c, _" ,ct .. \.ct. C;l

di, tri8t i'l ~C2,:rrL::d;:',',:8,,'J~liTvJ,.,.,cJ lli.gh .Dr')portioi. of f~m81v Lv8d..;(1
hou"-,, hold," i;- t'.y L8.~:·g":'nol l8ndholJ.iY1E group,-,. Only 10 to 15

2 .13 Th~, l"ationol taLlpL Survey Orgu1i'-..atiol'l, ("'T~SO) i..., th..;

; ..JconG r~sjor organi~ati'Ji1 VJ~lich concuct •...macro 1";\[1,,;1:..-urv"y8.

Although it colL;ct,-, information on ""c;x of hvoo of hou~ehold~,

Y0t it <'10",8not public houGohald dota di8aggr0g8t<.::o by'mah;/
f\.Jmalt.::-h\.Jad",0 hau •..,vhold 8 .

2.14 For,'thiLi study~ thv "'T0S 32n<3 round (Employment/

Un8mploymt.;Dt round) data of 1977-78 Were ~J?vcially retabu12tvd.
A two-Gtag0 Gtratifi\.Jo random sampling is followl.Jc by the

8urvuy. Information i::.. available on landholding, p.cr capita
expunditur'J, activity ilattl.Jrn, avc:ragl,,; household 8izt.; .ctc.,
all thl:; data rulating to 1IT;:;~ ar", Dr'~:";ent,;(l in .Part 111•

2 .15 Finding~ ~ (1) LiJ.c\.Jtht:; Ccn8UU of 1971, the 'National

Samplv ~Ul~<.::yoata indicatt:; a vvry low proportion of f0ma10-hoaded
hou:.:ivholdu to total ~amplu hou;..;uholcG for a1l .•India and for,
tho district8 ::"vlvct..;o for thiLi ~tudy~ Thv lowc-::,t it> 6.2 pt:;r cent

in Bharatpur di,.trict in th..; ~tat0 of:iajabthan and th0 high<:Jot

is 22.3 Pdr cent in South Kanara (Da)whina Kanara) di~trict

1. It Should bo...:not~d that th(:; Nati or:ol ~ampl\J Surv2y figur08
ar\J not 0tati~tical ",stimst\Js ba8~d on samp10s·drawn for
conc0rn::o districts. Th:::y 8.r..,; mc:r01y the numb<::r of ft;male-
h<.::ad00 ano mall,,;-h8adco householdu occuring in the surv.cy oamplu 0

Thv stati:..;tical estimat,-..;s basco on the t.ampl<.:8, orawn for th<.:: .....
oi8trictL h2v0 not b",<:Jl1built up 2,8 tht:; e8timat~s vJill h<:J
subjvct to hiGh 01'0<.::1'of Lampllng \.Or-roro TlJ"":G8K'igur~~8 havtJ
bl.)vn U8",(1 i.n this r>3Qart to giv<.: only a g0llo.;ral pictpxe: of
thv districts in 80 f8.r aG thv charactvristic fc:at'u..r:..;s of the:
f8ffial-::: hI,,; aCvd hou8,Jho10S arc c onct:rnvd •



(ii; Tl,l0 dc,taalLo :.:.,hovJtb2.t e::xcc:pt in ::"Outh .Tan~,ra

tDahohina J(k,n&rd);' c.Lhigh proPdrtlol; = 2~ t~ 40 1J,;r c~nt ~f trl~
,f~;H1s-'--..;-h'-'dCL0hou.,h.;1\olc::.;or\.,. t>ingl,,-mc:r:1b_'r0o. In comj}ar.i::.i0119 ;,.,ing

LingL;-m0ITib~r f:.ol;'i..Jholch.!.'!J:hl '>nly 2 t', 6 y.r c .nt\:L th- lil<..L;.

f';jflSl~-h,;C:cCLJ1L"Yl10~h;\lcG9tL~ ceta incicst...; tlJe.,t in }38ngL,lor....:9
G,...;:r·c:i~~hP~~9Birbln.llll one: Vioanap'l:r...: oi:-.trict::; 9 55 t·;) 65 '9,,1' C .Jnt
of th...; f0mal~ -hv~:de::d hou::;0hold::; P0b8e::8S le::s8 than half an acre::

'If .land .' ~{;or...;nvc:r 9 in 11lOstt.istrict89 th0 fr0qu...;ncy of fl.;ma10

he::ac1,.)(' how:h.:h01rL, cl<Jarly c'iminh3h08 with in~r0aC~ in th0 SiZ0

of laDfJhnlC:ing (~uu Tablv' S.5 anr' GraPh G I).

(iv) Th.,; usual activity status of. most f.,;maLJ-h08<"·~c

hous...,-hol<'3 is 'L;,;lf-umploym-.:nt' or 'casual Hag\:; lapour'. \T-.;ry

fe::Hof th,; 1J10Llb.,;rGof th..;su h0u~:h;hol(:8 arc cla8l:.iifh;(l a8 att~n('ing

to C'Oilll.:J8ticr'utiv8 only (~VG .TablG S.6.)

. (v) \!Jhvll p...;r capita monthly GX~nc~itLlTU i::; uSco as a lil

J1le::8Sur8of povvrtY9 th<J f~u21e-hea('0(' hou80hol(~8 hav~ a r81ativI:.Jly

highvrpro:Qortion among th0 poor",8t of th0 j::Joor9 i.8. p\:;r capita t ..
montl~ly uXPvn{iturv bdlovJ RUP;;;\:J840. (8dG tables 5.7 P: S.8. and \
Graph BIll). Hmvl;:)vIJr9if thu' cat,,>gorius ard 'bulow povur~y ltJvul'

anc' 'abov0 povvrty l~vl:l' (0...;0 APP0nc"ix III for c0finit.ionL th8n
'th0rv iL lint :1Uch (iffl::rt.~ncc b'Vtw0cn th~ fvmall:-hcac'\:;c:, an(~ t h0
malu-hcaflJr hou8u1101(8.

2.16 ,> Thl: purP0i:J8? th0 covurage9 th0 pl::rioc of invc;8tigati0n
"anc thd I:10t1'10(1ology ~ 88 :P0Cially thv saL1pling8:n(1 e:nurn..;rati on

. t0chniquu of th~ b\Jconc'aryoata gGncratI:.J0 by thu· Cvnsus anc1 th8

~r0S0 arc; significantly ciffv1'8nt from thOSe of ~hc primary Clata
gun-;ratv(' by tho micro leV01 11ouse1101(' SUYV0Ycori\'uct(;d by I~ST.

The::l"'uforl:? cOll1Pal'ison b\:Jt'vvuc;nthe two ~3tJt8 of data raay not bIJ

statistically valicl. In .th0 sections thet follow9 WI;)have point8d

out int\Jru8ting 8iuilaritius as w811 as major (1iffer~ncus in

the finc'in[';s of tho rClacro survuy8 an(~ the micro 8urvl1Y. Hovkvdr9

too much [;h")ul(' not be r0af' into th<;sc an(1 th8 macro (lata should

be: viuwc;:c' af.) an int8r0sting bac kd;rop against Which the C8tails of
the raicro Survo y '.5TrlC rg8 •
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PROPORTION OF FEMALE
HEADED HOUSEHOLDS

1'0 ALL HOUSEHOLDS

> 17f VERY HIGH

\
\



WEST BENGAL
CENSUS OF tHD\A- 1971

PP.OPORTION Of FEMALE
HEAOED HOUSEHOLDS TO
TOTAL HOUSEHOt6S

~L, f~"



RAJASTHAN.
CENSUS OF INDIA - 1971

PROPORTION Of FEMALE H£:A.DED HOUSEHOLDS
TO TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS·

t 1 l : I <7J. BELOW.A\JERAGE

ts:"SJ 7 - <'121. AVERAGE

~ 12-<177. ABOVE AV.ERAGE

~ '> 17X VERY HIGH

\

"\

1. GAHGANA6AR
2. BIKANER
3.CHURU
4. J~\1NJHUNU

...5.ALWAR

..'6. BHARATPUR
. 7. SWAI MADHOPUR

9. JAIPUR
..9. "KAR "
\0. AJME.R
II. TONK
12.J.A.ISALMER
1"3.JODHPUR
I~. HAGAUR
15. PAll

. 16. BARMf:R

17.JALOR
18. SIROHI
19. BHILWARA
20.UOAIPUR
2L CHITTORG.A.R
122.0UN5APUR
23. BP-NSWARA
2"\. BUNOI
2B. KOTA
26. J~ALAWA~



Tt~-JL1Cijor i~8U..:::8t8!Cccn up for this stUC"y VJ,,;.!'UchCil;~uc'

out in 8n '~arliJr Luction. Hur\J~ thu priL:lary ('<ita g-Jnc:ratu(' by
tb-.: h01;-<s-Jholc"i:.JUTvuyof I~uT~ will b\:;;C"iUCU8S.;Cin turuS of

fivt: main issuJS -vJhich are particularly r\Jlc:ve.nt to an um"GrLtarlC"ing
elf thu fnrruc~tion ane" thu ~()cil)uc'Jnomic situation 'if the f\:;;111a10-
hV8C'.-:;(1hou8(;holos. Ci:.Jrtain important (~8HlOgraPhic features too
ar\J p0rtrayd~ he: 1"0 •

3 .2 0 Povert y anc' fe:maL:l-hear" Ur' house hole:' oS ~ The primary e~ata

froEl th.-:; villas",s survc;;yc;e"~ cl<Jarly indicate: that the fumalu..-
h::;8cJue~h0U8c:hole S aru '-'Jorse: off than th"dr [lale -h8 ach:l(1c ountur-
parts~ both in torns of thuir at:sGt base: ane in tc:rms of their
level of uxp8n("iturt:. Lane' is thu Lloc;t im.portant as::5t;::;tin rural

Inc"ia am: the cata fr0111 those villageS c"iS9lay the c'iffuruntial
pattern of lanCholc;ing butwC:vn tl:c: fi..:ma18 ane1 malt:-hc:ac"ecl

houuu h()le~S • \iJhi 10 Elore.: t 11an half t hv femalt; -11-.:.:ecC'uf!hOULt;;holcs ar']
lanc;18'=Jic (s,x chart 3) thi8 proportion is ]()uch 10vJvr amol1g the
ma18-h,Ja(~8(1 hrnlS8hol(":.:;0 J'his point io fUl"thGr ::;trength()nc:d by

the fact that c:xcupt in one: vi llag~ ~ lane' P08:J8o>JE::ie'pur c a pita
is uniformly 10w8r anong thu fUiJlele b":8('c;('Ihoubvholcs 1.
(8";0 tabl() P.8.)

3.3 Tr\.Jating .p..;r capita monthly cxpc;l1(°iture: a8 another

inc' ic at or of 0CCHlOLliccone"it i on of hOUS8hole' S ~ OD8 f incJ[; t hc.'.t
although inci0i:3J1cu of pov0rty is g..;n\)rally high - vop;;cially

in th0 1;Jl;;st ]3c:ngal villag\.;~:'~ yc:t in lil:JLt 8itcc8 thl:3 pr0portion af

f,-;1I181ehl:aC'6e~110u88hol(1:::;bulovJ thu Poverty 10v0l (s,;e: ApP0nclix

III for ci0finition) is hie;hcr than in thd 111alJ-hu8<':"'0 hou~dh01cls 0

(S0d Chart 3).

1. One: can aL8UlUC:t.hat thv quality of lancJ POS8us8t-;e11is not
Significantly (~iff0r0nt b0tvloen the: two s,,;ts of housc:holds.



3 .4 Ln iLl.iJC:ctc,nt r'JJg~t~rA:"'SU~ 9 highligi.-.i.t .:,-c'by t h...: ])riLlary
c' at c\ is t h8t in':: h" f i v~/ vj.lle-Ge..;89 trJ'..: pro pf)rt ion f)f ,--Ch~(1uL](l C C:Jst,c; /i:..:

0ch~(oul,-,,(' trib...: pOPnl8.ti"n i:.., v-.;rj hir;h (8-';~ Char I) 0 In th~
~~c:::itB\cJLl[';c,lvill~<~ ..;:::ifor ...:X8hl.;.)1<..-9 a;: ("\v,.;r'.";h~)L;lingu8jor.ity 'lf th~

.' .
f0Ii~c.l-.,; he..; 8ro.j hru;_,.; 11"lr' 8 b~.lf)n{;t') t h·.;S-'::: C ot.>t -...:/tl'i.bv f-~l~OUi.)L aDc'

aL.lOst all th~,:"0 12()'\).~.A;L()1('18aI':.; b,~ln'd th", p0v ..;rty 10vvl,.

3.5 It isint-Jrv,.:,ting thc:t th-..; prih1ary surv-..;y finCingt
point t') u high,.i' ',J')T';: )articiQc,tion rat:.; arll'lj'){rth~ fGEl~.:10
h0~,(',,(i hous0hoJfs (8~,-, Chc.Tt 3). A pOD~jibl,..; vXph,tk.:tion L1e.-yli-..;

in th0 f 8Ct t hc...t ....i c..:{},.Jsf or·1 OIn'..:n i:::i G''': n-...:ra1ly lov!e.:r t hc:.n t h~·t
for m..:n C.,nc~ th"r·..:fr;Tv in f"':Il121-.,;h..;C'c':..:(' hOUi:..h.:holcs9 vJl'1.0rvth", 8~X

r8tio is favG'llI'ctblu to ,voTIlcn9 lIlor,.; m...:;Llb"r8hC;V0 t':\ ItJorl;: to k0:":P

uP t h0 f 8.ui ly inc on:..:•

3.6 ThvG<..:hOUb0holr"s hev:..: s Lrg:..:r proportion of j,Jorl-c,.;rs,
Y0t t h-.,;ir i!:..: r c c.pi ta ~;xp,..mG it liT:..: is lOlrluI' • Mol'" ov:..:r9 e.- 12rgL:

proportion of th..:;bv housuholcs 2r~ in tho.; lan('110GtJ cC,tvg0ry.
i

All this in(ic c.t:.;8 tLs t th~ f --'Lle.-11OJh0cld ..4 hOU:::i0hole 8 ::1.':..: c.t 8-

c~()finite.: <3i~jo.dvclnt c.~gcj c.l8 c Ompc..r0(}t () t h0 mc~l\.]h,_,c.l ',j(1 housu hole.8 •

hole's Compsring th0pov\.]rty 1:..5v01 of th", hGusC::'bC)lc8of

Xhirc:kot to th2t of th~ fivG ()8st"rn villagL:S9 th:..: sffiall~r
Proportion b-.;10H th" povurty line is notic0ab1:.; (s:..:\.] Cha:rt 3).

than SOlTh.: of th-.; 0th...:r villc,g:.;[, in t,;rlil[; of lanch01oing. The:

proportion C)f le,ne L:ss h0rv is sill2110r th2,n thc,t in th0 four
Karnate,kc: vill<::.gu6 c....ne' onu villc:,gt3 of ':r!\jst B0ngal. H()1rl0vvr9
8 large proportion of th", ftJ\.181iJ h-.;c.'c'c;ohouiJ0hol(:s of :iliirakot
ari:; Iil8r[,inal laric~hol(1:..:.rsc::n(' not 2. ::;ingl:.; fo,..:;I!121ch02/",(1 holc'8

marl.; than 2.5 acr.: 8 of L:,m'.

hou:::;:..:holfs hV8e1--.:r1by vJom..;n, mo:::;t of Whom c.T'J 1rJivus of llligr2,nts

(880 Chart 1). r~h0SU womun9 b.:;irig ltJivcs of Eligrclnts Irlho <..:I''''
of lrlor1cing BG...: group 9 c3'~ young,:.;r than th",ir cc;stcrn cour~tur.Q2rts.



.. i)f h ')~~A; lj 01e':3 i y~b 'pi h; 0f ilot b-..:i :rlC:; ',._5_ 11. -.; ('.:rn-..:l' 8 9 wai nly b<,;c8-
,"".:':;,: +,,'.(1 ..... y, l(),~l.r\.;'\Tl·.··r '··}~rl·c'lJ..t,,·,··~·,l0')·""'" ti on" '>1'1('1 l'·:n'·'g\..:tl') >l'r\,...... .•._ . ,_ ••.• - -" '-_(_; l,..~ ~ ••.....••.•..• \..t --'..L.... __ , 1. "- C, ._.L • .1.l< v .

·tJ')l.,.:'-cll,·)lt'~,~ \hlilv thvv :~.r\,;;L18r~ivH:.l lcnc'holfvrs9 r,;;uittcncv
, -. . ;'.romttvlr liugr"'m, b.usb" L'('S LtG';:\..: th";I:1 bor:M\.,rht b.,tt-.;r-off

tr.1cd'1thG L:]ileL h\..;..('::.,of th ,.,asttjrn vil12.gd:!.

thIJ pr0porti0n of f\Jnlc.10 1102C,,-,,0. hOUG0hol(ls is gr..;<.te:r <.~i1l0ng

sooi81 groups otlh:r thsn sch'-Jc~ulc.:dcc,).,t-.;8. M81c.:outwig.r'2nt;:,
froll1 t he: vi 118g'0 arc Eiost ly frolJ1 t h0 be:t t(;r-off f cllllili-.;8 \t/ho

hev\.J h80 aom·,j c;Cuc:_tion.

3 .11 It 2,pp;Jars thct th'-.:S0 WOl:l..;nc:rl;) in c~h..;ttGr position
the:.n th0 ir vQst",rn sist,;rs in tCrli1S of c::.ll S oc i 0-0C anomic

indicc·,tors. Ces..; atU(~iUs frolil thG villc.{3v ShO'rf thE~t thl:S0

WOlil0n<.~rc:not only 2ctiv0 (\jch,ion uckGrs in th0 sph~r", of th~ir
housl;hol(~8, but c~lso in lilc,ttvrs conc'-.:rning th\.J villeg..:: F:L c:
whole: 1

C(:~St0S in thG UC'ipi taluk8 (sub-division of a Clistrict) of
South !'Cancra (])C\kshin8:Can8rc') (' istrict of t hu Statv of

Xarn2tsk2 follow matrilin\.J21 fDliUly sYbt~m. Th~sG C2stcG
bGlong tel lane o1t/ning c..~tJv/Gll 8S lc.,:nc'lvs8 groups.

3.13 Thv uxtvnt of pov,::rty in turm5 of p"r c,',pit,::
0xp.;nriturv in tl1\.JS8 t\:o villc'g'-::8 ib lOWest 2.Hlong 211 tht:

. 'siti:l8 - both for f\.Jm8·1~c:,nelwc:lt.: hu,·c:.c,;c'hOU8uholc1s. };.s fc:.r
as lanc1h:ll<'1ing btructur8 i:.:.;conc:.::;rnco~ thu fl::Llc:,lt;h-:,c1l::c1

hou::;uholc1G arE:: uniforuly r'istribut"-,,Ci among thv c::A:hJtl<.3bs2nd
th.::: rH2rginc,1 U1C ullic,ll lancJholc'..;rs. Vvry ft.::wf\:.;lilc'\lvhl::c("":C!

hou88holc"u PO""~::h':~.Slerg'J lc~ri('holcl ings. (S\..:8 Ch:::rt 3 c:nc
T8bli:: p -7 ~•

'The: _iliiralcot ~;:Ovt::lI1C.nt- 8 tru0 story" 1I

59 Jun" 198411 PP.' 24-27.



thio C:,r'.8 thc:'ll in othvr Pertc of tho country (8,.:,.: Tc..bl~ P.16.).
,. " i

;~CC'';~,0to ",'ag~ ",,'I'1c' oc...Lry p8i(1 job:::: is l-'L,::,ic.;r f'T, C r,;:3ult :Jf

tbitJ. H')\-!,..;vvr9 in contrc~8t to th", oth0r Lit<.:89 in l.i,lbc:ll)P.c1y
c'ne' l"'.1ttu L:rgvY" ;'roportion of wOLl;)nwvrv I'c.:C0:I'C',;:C,:.S '~ngc.:~g~.(:

in ('o:[,.;stic ~~ctivityf(~kv rrc',bl~ £.140)

On0 way of cLt-.:liorc:ting thu C~p.r0S8-.;0 c1uality of lii\; of a
particuler sut of hou88hol(:s iL to bring t hI:;;illwithin the;
purvi'::1t! of GovUrnL.l.;nt siJonLoriJd ciJv0lopm-.:nt sCh-':JJ1~0. For
this 8tudY9 \jDCluirL;s \.vurG 1,100<:.:,.bout th.:'.: 2CClj;':;Sto officic~l

rural cc;v\Jlopmuntsch0LliJS on thv pc.~rt of thv uCoi1.ornicullyiwiJ"::J(c:r
hOus8hole189 in oro,-,r to finc~ out ~.,Jh8tlkr thiJ b8riufitlS w,,-,r8

riJc:ching th..: int""nC',;l" bun;ficL.:::ride>. J?riI18.ry 08tc: sho1t! thct
in th-.; vill:::giJL of·:(arnc,t:.:;]cc:, tlh.:l:"-' i:..,."'OIJ1Vimpc.,ct ofthu

- .Int0p.:rctcc' R1Jr21 Duvl3lopmGnt 0ch<;;IJ.iJc.n Jan; ta Housing
0chiJIIl'-'S cH,long' th<:.: f.l,.,dc:~luhiJLc1',,;(hnu...,<-'l'lolr (SiJt: Chc':rt 1).
HowiJvur9 both u\12r\.;ne;S[' c~nC' c'ccu:;::; to b<..;n~fito of ~uch 8ch13IDL:8

2lriJ v,.:ry low in th"" villc::C'-"> OfJ",Lt B,.;ngc.l. In th,; 8ch~cl:'lljel
C28tu 9 tich ..:('uLJ tribe; r' Odin" t<Jc" villc:.;:;,-, ()f BiJlm<.,:9 \1hvr,-, the:
n..;...::(lfor GUChi_ch';lLl"'S L...obviou.s ~'th,..:Cc.; is not <:: ;:;ingl<.:

be nGfic i niy 81~lOYW th" f<.:Juc,·L h.:; c':::; of h0U::J0hold 8 •

pro('uctiv0 8ctivity c:nc \rJOl:LJEPclrticij;lc,t\., siGnific ntly in
. . 11 "' . , 1 Th f . 1r,,;c.:r1ng 81 ~c\"'OrIlIL 8DC rv\;J..1ng cocoons •. \.;r", arL: <:: "'W Sp..;;C1i::.\

8oricultur~ .i!roj"cts in thib cC:C,;[:. HovJl..:v.;r9 th~r,,-, i:.., nq percu-
pt2b 1", im.i!<.,\ct on WOHl0n f:::> "'T1lQloyml3nt, Sj,A;Cially in t 41..:fl.':Tll211..;:-

h-';2(~<Jdhou:J,,-,ho1080 '.rctblo J:l <17 shows thG gl..:nc~0r ::;p0cific vJor ':
Participc:tion }!cltt\.;rn in s~ricultLlT0 in m~)l~ c::nd f'-'E18l\.J h,,-,c..(;I..;:('

hous<JholdG in th~ vilL ..g,-, of Tham:::>C:l1craane .·C.:ralalubancra.
j;ltho'llgh c~ :::.lighly high,jr~rc,,-,ntc:g,,-, of fUHl2l-.; h.:J8d~o hou"-0holc18

arIJ e:ng~:,g,.::f!in G\Jri-cult'lT~ wor'lc, thu numb0r of lilljn 8m1?loY0c

1'~'- A.R~ R8j8purohit 'Cine ,ell. Govinr'n
Ek::nt 8nc1 Incolll...: in 88riculturiJ" •
Social Cl12ngu Bangel.IJN9 1981 •

riC} ju -: II A St ud y of i!;mploy-
Instit'lltu of .8conornic [mel



in this w'Jric iCe higt'--T thc\Jl thv nuuD:;r 0f ":()lilvn~ both in :U1G~10

cine f0dc.l~ l~'Jc;("1,.;(Lm;u:..vL()l(~~-, inr"ir; ..tL·g : )', 'l_r>'';(Lu<:~l:::.hc::ring of th~

3.17 LOvi incic'--':tJc--: ')f fc:mc:l".; h-";C:("...;C1YlvL::: ; dh- C':::',i,j":; 0f.--,-------- ._- ...
J3hc::rstpur .6xtrC:Iilvly loi·J inci(!c.)(\0:J 'If f.';l'lc~L:;h<Jc."fuc'hou~.".)h()lch;
( 0"; 2 Tubl~ ~.1) in c,..;rt ein aI'U ::.'b of In,' L: :.:~' ine' ic 2.t-.:c by t h--:

13harstpur cii~-:,trict of H.aja8th::.~n St:~.tu. Ind~pth Gtuciy \"c;w not

conructuc1, b~cc,usu in I"uhtoli 3 hou8..;1101c'1::;out of 28 ane' in

Etrampura 1 out of 58 aru fumalu hu ~cu(1. Th--:C<.JnsuS of 1971
SllOWSa proport ion of only 2.'77. Of such hOU0Cholf. s, G:nd thiS
is r0fl,,jcteel in th," villc'.gu8 s01",ct,.;c for our Gtucy.

3.18 Mehtoli is a multi-c~stu villag~, ~tramimra on thu
othurhc:mo1 is Pl~,dominc:ntly trib81 •. :.In bot·h th\J8\j vil18g~s
th:: luvir8tu oyst<Jlil pr-..:vsils. In thib systt:m, 2ft.::r 11-j husband's

c'uath1 thv WoIJlanli1arrius his youngur broth0r. Bxct..:pting thu
Rajputs, almost all Cc:bt0 groups cmc1 thv j'-Jc:n8 tribu follow this

custom. Onv r0C.,;son b0hinc1 this practict; is to un;:;uru that

proP8rty is not sub-divie1ur:.. Thi8 {.irecticu is an importc:-.nt
d0turra.nt tot 11;J f orlil2ti on of f\.;IJlaL:: huacllJo houslJholc'l:::;.

3.19 In l1ortlL:cn and north-w08t~;rn Inc'i::.; incl'ufling H.ajasthan
thu 8l;;X ratio is eOv;rsv to f<o:fJ1c,l;:;o.FlJii12~1lJsinfanticiel<:,;,

l1.;gluct of f":':Li810chilcr·.JD9 illitdracy 2hc cu8torils c;nc' tradit-
ion;;:; aGvvrL8 to WOLk.m1 hc'<V0contributu0 to this sit1./;'Jtion. ~.:l0

a0vvrblj 8t:X r8tio "'.n('l its unc;--.:rlying cOYJ0ition mc:,ypr-.:vt..:nt thu
forIile:tion of fl)lU21c] hvc'c:c.;c! hou;;'~h()108.

3.20 In IJ~8htoli, thl) joint f8mily Systc;Ill pr,~v8il~ in most
h()us,c;holc's • fJ:his wauld h; Ip sup )ort Gny w:bf OWvG/s\:)pclratt;:0

'tlOIili.jil INho 11;'~S QO'tt-rVIilc1rrivo0 j.,b \Jill h:; su.::n fr01:1 th" (l0IJ1ographic
Clutails giv ..:n l::.,tvr, 2; woman is rc.r01y consiC1ur-.::(1 hvc:~dof

. hOUGL: hole1 1."hun t 11-:'1"<:;arc e'cult l~l,-"l\Js in th ..: fami ly.



3,~2'i In Btr0Llpurc~9 c:.lth:iugh nucl-';2,r family ib th.; pclt.t""rn9
y-..:t th.; l):ca}Jortion of y'J"L1..11g'iJor::::ing IllCD b~ing mar-.; then'in r\;htoli9
c. \'[()~1c'nL .r'c:r..;ly cOl1;...:ic'.....:i...•-.;c h.....<.:(i of houo:..,-.;holc"0

Tili;.:; 8:1'.'-.:8 h )Lrt ')f th..; Ch8L1bc..lrivL:r vc·llc'Y9 vJhc;r-.: in;j-.;curity
i~; cr;2.t.Je' by c lc:r;'"G nmilb-.;r of cc,coit :~roDp~;o ~hi~ G~.c'-2 ii::. <:-.lGO
n'lt'iri""L1.,-, for t.,,::-c:·f'ficin ;iJOInVj'l0 Th.; .::i[l(' of in':"ccurity thc.t ·',,]Oi;I·.;(:.

fDc..; ir' th..;L;·.;villc:.g-.;~) c.o \11,.;11c.G in th.; lc:,rg-.:r i.'. gior, crouDel it

ib probab ly 1',; L:c-.:c: t 0 th~ unfc-voD..I'c..:blc: Sc:X r2ti 0 ",ne1 10'r[ inci0c.:-
nC8 of f-';I:,c:~l..;p·..;u'i.:-C hou~"'::hold:.:;.

(i) The primary c'\c·.te:Sho"l th<.t the .oroportion of f\:;lilUlc;
hvc:C:::;of hou ...,8h'ile':::; in th<.; c,gv _.T··:n.·)'~' :_,'-C' _ :-."'v';; is higher among

the femsle head;.., a8 compareo to their male counterparts

(see Chart 2).

(ii) Feoald h080ed hOUf;eholds have: a :::;mallcr proportion

of children bot.h in the.: age group beloH 15 and 8.1so in the age

r:roup below 5 (see Chart 2 and Table l'o3)

(iii) Chart 2 8110\."sthat the proportion of single-
, member hou:.:;eholos is neglie;ible 9b oth in f~lllah:l and the male

lie2,deo householos.

(iv) I'ajority of the female heacL of. houGeholds arc:

c:ither ""ic1oW8dor s~Pard.td0 or divorccc~ (S~d '[1abl~ FoG). 'L'his
proport i on is mL1..CL, lo\"~r a,IlOng the male 11;,;8.0G •

(v) Thu 2vl,jrarse household SiZ89 both includinr- c:md. (~

excluding singlc:-mGmber houscholdc i8 :.:;mall-::r in thd f0ma11.::

he ach::d house holds (s8e Chart 2).

(vi) The Si3X rClt i 09 i.~. fe male s pGr t hous ano malt;l:;

is uniformly hibh~r in the fc:male h;aded households (scJt; Chart 2). -



4.1 The primary data for thi:.:>study, as ~)tateo earlier,
were collected f::.~or!lt'delve villoges >,) 9c::-eadover three states
ir .India 0 L s~i~cially de:.::;ignedcJuestiornaire \vaScanvassed
in sample housetolds. In addition, to gain a be!-"te! insight
into the functioning of female headed households, the inter-
vievJers weEt bac K to a few se lc cted sample house holds to
obtain a more comprehensive picture of these households thro-
ugh extensive interviews. In this section an attempt is
made to portray the different socio-economic aSfBcts of the
female headed households as projected by both ClUantitative
and qualitative evidence from the survey as well as from the
interview-based case stud ies and groupneetings (lS'UeAPpe.dlx
1 for details of the methodology).

4.2 It is clear from the data that although regional
variations exist, the female headed households display a
striking commonality. It is this cQmmo,nality that we se0k to ca
capture by looking at (1) th0 demograPhic characteristics, (2)
the economic condition, (3) decision ma1cingbehaviour and
(4) the overall quality of life that they experience. An
attempt is also made to draw out the implications of the
at tributes t hat are specific to female headed households.

4.3 Age structure of the heads of households The
evidence of the primary survey confirms the census finding that
the female heads of households tend to be in the older age
group (see chapter 2 for details of the cencus). In every
village surveyed for this tudy, the proportion of heads of
households in the age group 60 and above is higher among the
female heads as compered to their male counterpart. (see
Table P.1.). Moreover, approximately 64 per cent of the female
heads are aged 45 and above as against 48 per cent of the
male heads of households. This is an exoected result since a
large proportion of female heads are widows and age-sex specific
mortality rate isu>nif~ly adverse to males in the age
group above 45.



4.4- h.D inter-.::sting:)oint to ,ote" is th2t in soule vilL::ges
e.g. l<hirakot, C1 fair pc)portie- (abovE: 30 per cent) of the
female h.::ads are in the. rc;)r6ductive dcJE: gcm;) viz. in the age

grou of 15 to 44 )it: c:rs . This irnpl ie s ::hCJtthe clrduous tas k of

hcaC::shi'? is sOilletirn~s c,):ibinE(1 n':Jt :.Ji1ly,,,,ith houst.:holc chores

indic~tL th~t in most of the villag_~, female headed households

havE: c; smal'le r proporti':Jn of children in the age grcu~:)bel CJV.J 15
(see Tabke p.2). In a low income agricultural economy as repre-

sented by these vill ages, children start helping their elders
in agricul tural wOf"kfrorr. an early agt.:.. Therefore, children

below 5 years may be abetter indicator of dependency. But here
, .,

too, the female headed households have a lower percentag2 of
chj,.l~ren below 5 as compared toethe male headed households (see
Table p.3.). This is not surpri8i..ng given the typicdl age and
marital status of the female heads, marital fertility is likely

to be lower in these households.

4.6 Higher sex r~tio ~ .",nother expected result is the hi,gh

sex ratio 'i.e. females per thousand ,males, in the female headed
households'. Table p. 4 shows thi:lt except in Ambalpady vill age,

women out numbe'r men in female he aded hou$eholds. In !l1ale

he aded households on the othe r hand, this ratio is generally,
lower.

4•.7 ' ·~ing.£.e_memf~.f._.b.Qll§.~.b.Qlds• In' the 'ten "ill ages surveyed,

the incidence: of s~ngle -ill§!Ilber households is negligible. Tab'le
P.5 shows that in the 1isted households, '5 ou't of 84 in Uttar

Pradesh and 16 out of 227 in Karnataka are 'single membered. The

West Bengal village: of Panchakhali isan exception.

4.8 The National Sample Survey 32 round data indicate a
much higher LJroportion of single-member households among the·

female he aded households., ':Ohis is probably due to 'the diffe rence
in the sam,~)ling technique of the National Sample Survey and this
micro survey. '



g-;:.;nesis of female headedness in the Indian context uppears to

be widowhood. The primary findin<::,s indicate tfut while 'l,ore

than 90 per cent of male heads of households arc currently

married, ·thi_, proportion is only 2) to 40 per cent in the cc.se

of female he uds (see Table P .6) 0 ll!. th\:c ten vill ages taken

together, over 63 p--r cent of thEe female heads dr\::. either

widowed or separated or divorced. This proportion is as ION

as 4 i.)\:crcent in the case of male heads - in no village does

the proportion rise above' 8 Fer cent. The two extreme cases

are 8anchakhali in West bengal where i~ss than 4 per cent of the

female he ads ar. currently married and khirakot in Uttar Pradesh

with a long tradition of male outmigration, where more than 70

per cent of female heads are currently married.

4.10 - Another intere~)ting feature is that while un-

married male heads of household2 can be found in all the villages

studied, only one village" viz. t<eralalusandra, reports a female

he ad of household who is unl1!urrieq (seE: Table p.6). This

suggests a cultural deterrant on the assumption of position of

,;;l.uthority by unmar,ried women eV0n in arE::as where matriliny is

prevalent.

female heads fram the sample households, support this finding

(see Appendix II for case study). It aJpears th-~t a woman is

not likely to be acknowledged as head of her household in the

presence of an able bodied, co-:!=.:e§iq~pt, incorhE'-e arning spouse.

4.12 Similar results are established ina study using

the N.jS 27th round data (1972-73 )',1. It has been shown that in

1. Prav.in..andLel:la Visaria . lIIndian Households with Female
Heads ~ their Incidence, Characteristics and Levels of
Living". Paper presentad at Vlorkshop on Women and Poverty
organised by the Indian Council for Social Science Research
and Centre for the 0tudy of Social Sciences, Calcutta,
!"larch, 1983.



4.13 The Census of 1971 record 3 to 4 p<=: r cent 6f

fe~ai0 heads of households as curr~n~ly married1. Inde~d; in

Indi a; th<:. female hE':ad of household is typically a ,:.iddle aged

cent of tho", femCile hi::cids of h5u":'cholds areitiidcwed or separatLd

or divorced'.,'l',hc. correspondin<::i'f:igui:efor ma.le heads of house-

h 01 as is 6 t::> 7 ]",r:.,ce n t •

4.14 The: widowed marital status' imposes additional

burden and constraint on th8 female head. Since majority of

the female he ads of households in these rural areas are engaged

in cultivation (see Table P.13), the absence of an adult male

implies that the wi:Jdowhas to de pend on' some male reI ation or'

acquaintance or on hired l'abourfor ploughing the land or for

carrying out oth~ r reI ated work .like marketing the crop, which

~ght place her under sod:ial and financial' obligatio'J. Some-

times a.widow may ~ forced leas~ out the land to share-cro)pers,

jeopa.n:U.$ing her own rights t~ the land. This particular point

is also supported by the cas~.stUdies.

4.15 In the Indian cont xt,the strong correlation'

between widOwed mari,tal status and female headednessis due to

both cultural and demographicfcictors .. Customarily, there is'

likely to be an age difference 6f 5 to 10 years between the

husband and the "'life and demographically the age specific

dE::ath rates ar,- highe r for men in .the age group above 40.

ThereforE, widowed women becorre statistically prominant in the

highe rage grou ps •

4.16 .££lerag£..:..hQusehold size ; The aver age household
. :

size both including and excluding single-member households is

smaller in the female headed household in every village (see

Table P.5~). At the same time, thG reJ.:atively poor vJest Bengal

'~ill ages and also in the scheduled caste dominated: yillage of

1. lJe ri vt;d frointhe data' given in ;
Governmento£India, 'Census of 1971 ~ '::;ocial and Cultural
Tables. Series I, Part II C (ii), C_I Part A..



Uttar Pradesh viz. Amorah, the female headed households are

~&allEr than thEse found in the relatively affluent Karnataka

vill agE:.s and also in -t::he v.:j...ll~ge of Khirakot in Uttar Pradesh.

It appe ars t'lat in the 1atte r gr'Jup'of vill age.s the households

can afford to maintain a larger family.

4.17 The smaller housEhold size among the female headed
.•. households may bE expl ained by 1ower mari tal fertili ty in these

households due to widowh90d or absence of husb'and. Greater

economic insect.:rity of ·;:r.eSEhouseholds as ShOWDin a later

ChclptG:r ITlayalso be Cl factor explaining the family size.

and pe rhaps the only tangible asset which ul timately d,etermines

both economic and social status of a household is the amount of
1

1and that the household possesses •

4.19 The primary data presented i-nTable p.7. ?ighlights the

concentration of female he aded households among the assetless.

The proportion of the landless, is much higher among the female

hEadeQ. households than among the male he aded ones. Taking all

thesurv.ey village~ together, whlle 25 per-cent of the total

number of female he aded households possess no 1and," t.his propor.:.

tion is 15 pe;r cent in the case of the' m~le headed households.

On an ave rage, 29 per cent of male he aded households possess

landholding of 2.~ acres and above, ",hereas only 9 per cent of

the female headed households are in this group.

4.20 Available secondary data support this finding •

. Analysing thE:.:resul ts of the Census of 1961, a study shows

that; among cul tivating households, the: 1argestproportion of. 2
female headed households possess less than one .acre of land.

This proportion is 14.5 per cent for all-India and 20 to 20

per cent in a number of States.

4.21 Retabulated dat"a of the NSS 32nd round also show similar

result (see Table 5.5). Moreover, the incidence of female

he adednE ss decre ase s wi th incre ase ::..in the size of holding

shown in graphs AI & JuT.

1. Land possessed = land ovvned -r land leased in land
le ased out.

2. Pravin and Leel.a Vis ari a, Op. cit.p.



by their lCJ :;JEr capita availa1 i..lity of land. Table ·p.S ShCl1NS

that 0'xcep't i.n onE...vill age, 1and possessed. pc r capi ta is uniformly

1ower among the femc;lt:.::he adLd households.

with c; built-;in handicap. After the death of her husband, a

woman is orten unc2::>leto maintain control over her assets -

\:especially lCind. Two factors usually come into pl,~ 7; the widow

is ~j£ten coerced by her ielationsto part with at ieasta portion

of t':-k: .land that.shouldhave remained with her and l-,ter on she

herself may be compelled to sell or mortgaged 1and.tq cope wi th

emergencies e.g. dCl1Nrydemands.

4.24 The c:;ase histories recorded in Appendix II help in under

standing this·process of land d~~ie~atign. that typicaily

debili tates the, female he aded hQusehold.

4.25 Lev'els of living: Economists measure the level of

poverty by using different indicators - income, expenditure,

assets E::t:c. In this study, pc:r capita expenditure of Rs. 100

};er month has been USed Cis 'Lhe threshhold of pove,rty1 and a

household with lower per capit expenditure is placed belCl1N.the

poverty level.

4.26 It is clear from Table p.9 "md Graph B IV (1 & 2) that

in the four West Bengal villages and the village of .Amorah in.

Uttar Pradesh, the:: percentage below the poverty line (as

defined in this study) is very high for both sets of households.

It· is important to not~ that ·the proportism of scheduled cqstes/

scheduled tribe popul ation is ver;y l1l.j;_qr..~, in these vill.ages and a

large majority of the female headed househ,olds within the poverty

level belong to these social groL::.;Js. In the West Bengal villages

for example, 90 per cent of the female heade.d households belong

to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes. Moreover, in most of

the surveyed villages, the proportion of female headed households

belCl1Npoverty level is higher than that of the male headed

households.



districts Sh0dS c,v,:.;y.'y 1arge proportion of both sets of hoube-
holds 'b,.;;lovl poverty level' ~se8 Table S .7). Yet, significantly,
;vJithin the poverty grOl ..,tp, the femaleheaCied households are

poorer. ThGir )r:oportioD is uniformly hi[;her in the expenditure
Qater:ory of belo'vI Rs. 40 per month.

4- .28 Work participation rate In Inc1ia, the work Parti-
cip3tion rate for womenis ah1ays reported to be significantly
lm"er than for men. '~jork' being defineo as participation in
gainful activity for the major part of the l::.,st 365 days. Time
spent in domestic work is cooking, cleaning, child mindi:ng,
fetching water, fire-wood etc. are c'onsidered to be non-work
by the statistical system. As a result, the work Participation
of women, as re ported by the maCro survey agencies like the
Census, is much lower than that of men. In the:: 1981 Census for
example, the participation rate for men and womenmain -earnerS 1

in rural areaS are 52.2 :Per cent and 16.5 per cent re~pectively2.
If workers but non-main earners are included in the calculation
then the percentages are much higher, viz. 54.3 per cent of rural
male and 24 per cent' of ru:i:'a~ female. However, the difference
between the work participation of men ano worren continues to
be significant.

4.29 This study, based on data from surveyed vil~ages, finds
that the work Participation rates for both female and rh~le headed
households are considerably higher than the;: rates given 'by the
Census. Table P.10 ShoWSthat on an average 39 per cent of the
female headS are maine arnerS. Therd aN considerable regional
variations. In Panchakhali village of vJest Bengal for example,
80 per cent of the female heads are main earnc;rs; wherc;as only
16 per cent are So in Khirakot village in Uttar Pradesh. How-
ever, 80 per cent of the male heads of households are main earnerS.

4.30 It is not inferred that when female heads are not
classified as main earners, they do not perform any gainful
activity. Some of them are workers ·though not m~in earners, and
ot hers may contribute to family inc ome as marginal workers,
engaged in home-based sec ondary occuPati on e .g. rice pounding,
basket weaving, tobacco rolling etc.

1. See GlOSsary for definition.
2. Census of Inoia : Series 1, Part II-special Rc;port and

Tablc;s based on 5 per cent Sample data. '



fe)male hJaoea householCis. It is iniportantto note) thc\t inspite, .

of consioerable varic-cions betvJcen villages, the work partici-

Pation in f'3mc:LJ h8ac1i.:OhouE:eholds is highGr than that in the
male l:eaaed households in G6ch sit.e. I'orc.:over-, in;mo.st sites,
the d iffere) nCe: be)twee:n the t\{0 i~) quite PI'onounced •

Lt .32 '-rwoexplanations .r:naybe: off.c:rec" : (a) in most of the

villages survey<J(, the proportion of young personsagc:d less
thar+115 ,years' ,ano espcci?lly thos8 who art; belo\'.! 5 is high.:r

in the male headed households (see) :f.3). Although in rural

areaS many children, in the 5 to 14 age groups may be' engaged in
act i ve ly he Iping the ir elders in 2:gricultural work or may be
eng~ged .in some gainful activity; such activity is almost nil

for children below 5, years. Since the average family size of
; 'the male: headed h~useholds ·is :Larger With a higher propotion

'. . .

of non-working children,· the work participation rate in these

households is naturally lower. (b) It has been noted earlier

that the sex ratio in female headed households favour worrt:n
.."

favours adults. These households
a com~aratively highe~ proportion of

poor asset hase of the)se households
(c) TTsually, i;he) average wage of. an

r:

adult male worker is higher than that of a feII).ale worker for

broadly Similar work. Therefore, in the female headed
households vlith a larger proportion of females, mOpt of the

family members must earn, to maintain the family,

and the age composition
therefore, tend to have
women, Who, bec ause of

are compelled to "lork.

4 .33 T~ble P.12 gives' gender-specific ,work Participation rates
in .female and. male headed households. 'Female partici Pat ion in
female ie aded households in predictably higher, but the interes-

,'., ~
t ing fe ature is that Gven in the male headed households, the
female participation rate is fairly high in most villages. This

implies that a1tholigh in male hea~~d households ,it is the.~an who
is regarded as 'the main bread-w1hrir, yet the w9menworkers
make an invisib.le but important contLibution to the family incontl.



4.34 Activity patt~rn: Our village 8Urvey o2ta, disaggr~gated
by act ivi t y pattern 8ho1,-Jnt hat most of th0 female hl; ad s of hou8<.;';'

holos ar0 eith~r 's'.;lf employed in ::j{:;riculture' or are engaged
in r0r:ularvJal7.8 labour (808 Tab18P. 13 ) • In Thama8andra 9

••• ' •••• J

Xhira1;:ot ano Belma, largest proportion of households pur8UIj
self-employm:;nt in 2.gricult1.1I'8. In thrt.::e oth..;r villages, viz.

ICeralalusandra, ;.morah an('1 Panchakhali, th~ dominant act ivi ty

of female heads is 'reGular hired labour in agriculture' •
In Bergram and Gopalnagar, the main activity is casual labour.

In the remaining two villages - Ambalpady and Mattu, the·

distinctive feature is the very high proportion of female
heads engaged primarily in housework. This proportion is much
lower in the oth::;r villages.

4.35 Table P.14 disaggregated the activity status of the
members of the two sets of hous0holds. Agricultural work, whe-

ther·aS owner cultivation or as hired labour again constitute
the clominant activity. hThile 'self-employment' in agriculture

is more important for the female headed households of Thamasandra
in Karnataka an( Belma in West Bengal; hired employID2nt in

agriculture is prominant in the villages of Keralalusandra,
Amorah, Belma ano Panchakhali. A third set of villages, viz.
Ambalpady and Mattu in Karnataka which are comparativl:ly
better-off than the ,Jest Bengal villages, fewer membljrs are

engaged in agricultural or other type of gainful activity.

4.36 It is significant to note that· in the f8male headed

households, although over 30 perccn~ of ~€ household members
are adult women in the age grcup 15-39, yet the proportion
of household members engagecl predomin:ent1cyin domestic activity

such as cooking, cleaning etc. is quite low. This indicates

the rt.e,nomenon of 'tL_~u squc8zinb' - if adequate gainful

activity is available, the wOJ;::entend to reduce the time devoted

to non-gainful activity. The activ~ty Pattern of the ma·le
headed households is similar. Here too, agricultural work seems
to be the dominant activity.



437 DdCisi on making : linya"t tempt t b objdCt ivel.Y~r'8iate
. . . ) -.-."

decision Inaki,qg to the statue of thehcao of hOiJ,sehQld will hd

hasty 8n~ fraught 'with ~ifficulties. First, th~, investigator
'i • ,. .' ,l'

has to cat:porise deci.sions in a m82!ningfulway. Secondly,
inmany sitt;lations a:~rson;m;y be recogniseCi astha household

heaO -~'\Ddyet, decisions on various important is~ues are ta!:cen

by otht::r members' of the 'household because the head is too old

or not the main earner. Thirdly" the investigator has to abide
by the subjective opinion of the household members regarding

the, locus of decision making. In the literature therefore, there
is little discu~/sion on the intra-household allocation of
decision making. This study makes a modest beginning in explor-
ing,the nature' of decision making and attempets to find out
whet:'.dr the association between headShip of household and

,"dec'isioniJ'Ilakingis, significant ly different bdtwden male and
. . , . . .

femalepjadedhouseholds.

4.38 ;In thiS, study two major areaS of decision making have
. been taken up, viz. decisions on c;conomic iSSueS and deciSions on
social issues. Thest:'two broac_ar~ias comprise the follOWing:

Decision on,D~onomic iSSues :-
Purchase of food! for the hou::.;ehold

PurChase of clothing for the h6usehold
Qua;ntity, :price and timing of sale of"

,products by ,the household.

_Purchase of durable and semi-durable assets
'. I,

Deposition of investment of . household savings

1 •

2 •
3 •

'])ecisio~ on, social .lssues :-

, ' -

.6. Marriage ofso~ .or daughter of the, housdhold
7. Edl!catlon of" son or daughter or other members of

t h2 h QUS e'ho'J;d



4.39 Date-::on aeci.sion rne-::king~~-pr-';L:cYltec1in Tebl\,; l?.15
highli.a.:hts the; fect ttat iITt;Spc;ctivG of the Gerning stc:tu",-,
a very high perc-Jntcl,o:..Jof he::ads in almost all the surve'y\:;c~villa-
ges and thiS includes f,.::mal~ h,;;O':' b 9 take deci[:,ior:. on purchese

of fooC: and clothinf, for th(:;; househol(l. The only exc,;ption is

:Chirskot 9 where: the f81I12ll.Jh~c:.ds of houfieholds 00 not tak-.;:
decision or purchas,,,, of clothes. Only 16 per cent of these

women h~ads arc main losrn8rS ~ the:. I'_st sr8 LUQPortt;o by remitt-;-

ance inc Oill'.) •

concerned, table P.15 2cain indic2ted a fairly C1088 corclation
between headship and decision making in both sets of households.

Khirakot is again an exception perhaps one explanation lies in the

fact that in this village most households are marginal -landholders
operating on the: basis of a subsistence economy with little surplus

for sale.

4.41 Regarding deciSion making on non-economic issues,

Karn8taka and vJest Bengal pr0sent a contract. In th8 Karnataka
villages, the female heads appear to be playing a leading role '-
in matrimonial and educational matters of the houpeholds; WhereaS,
in the West Bengal villages, these reS ponsibilit ies are

delegated to others.

4.42 The limitations of our Sample preclud8s generalisations

regarding decision making by heads of households. HQwever,
there is no stron..g evidence in the primary data to show that

female heac'ls function very differently from their male counter-

Parts in the Sphere of decision maKing.

4.43 The qualit y of life :. An important find ing of this
study is that the; poverty indicator in terms,. of 10\>-J PJr capita
expenditure and asset base put th\) female he,.aded households at a

disadvantage. Th~ir disadvantaged situation is furthdr aggravated
by their low 8ducational attainment which is barrie·t" to the
acquisition of knowh:dge and skills'. Table "'#.16 clearly Shows

th2t the proportion of illit0rat0s 16 ouoh higher among the

female heads of households._ Moreover," an inSignificant proportion

of the femal~ heads hav0 had educ2tion above primary school l~v~l.



Eurly murriagc':' und :'i;:-:. dCJp out rate 'among girls who arc

nc:c:d"d at l;lqne teJ l.ook aft".r ' :junger siblings may contribute to

this. AS faF as acc~'ss to education is conc".rn",dl thc: fc:mal,c

h--cdcd hous,-,holds arc clc::arly at a much gr-at ....r disadvantage:

comp-ar....d to the rna~c: hc:ad,-:,dhousc:halds. The cas", studies

sup00rt this finding.

4.44 DoublL work burden ~ Thee f",malL hL:ads of hOUSLP01ds

g,-n'-.ri:;lly suff'-..r fran the physical drudgc::ry of doUble vJork burden.

Cc}se studieS show that apart from working in the fL.:lds to

'-..nhancc the familyi'ncomL1 a typical fc::malc h<:...:adof a poor
, . . ..

household is also engaged in other physically taxing activi tics

outside hane sqch as cutting grass for fodder and fetching

water and firt:::-1rJood fran great distances. All thisl together

with the:' normal duti(~s of a wanan, such as cooking, cleanj,ngl

child bL'aring and re aring make the: life of wanan he ad of

hOUSE:.hold c:xtrE:;mely burdensane. Thisdoublc: work burden is

particul a,rly c;vidcnt in a viII age like Khirakot vJhere there is a

long tradition of male out migration and full, responsibility of

workl both ou tside and inside the hane fall s on the women.

4.45 J:l.CCCSSto dc:vclomcntprogrammes; In India certain

StatE sponsored development pJ:)grammLS are in,op::;ration. These

programm(;;;,s aim at hEl ping the y:; ake r sections of the rural

population, by providing them wjth employm~ntl housingl loans

etc. It ~s important to find out whethLr these schemes

have had a signifi;cant impact on thE:: rural households.

4.46 Primary data show that in the Karnataka viII ages the

female headed households are aware of the IntEgrated Rural.:

Development Programme and the Japata: Housing Schemes and sane

of them have benefited fran these programrnE:s (see Chart 1).

Howeverl in the iN'cst Bengal villages most of the female headed

households do not ha-rte access to such schemes. "

4.47 There ,are certain seri-culture prbmotionschemes in

Bangalorc district. , HowevS'r, the impact on women's employment
: ,.,.~. < ~ " ~ ,

has been neglJrgible al thQugh wanen in these areas of Karn'ataka
. .' .\



have 8. long trarition of psrticiPating in stjri-culturc lJroc'uction
an( are particv<lsrly s- itec' for thiS ""ark. Te.bltj Pt7

shows that in Thamasancra- anc1CeralalusanC'ra, although a slightly
high,.;r 'percentage of female hGacec' hous8holcs are enge-lgec in
thiS \tJo:rk yet the numbl;r of illt;n employee',' both in male h.;afdc'
anr femaltJ heaGec' houS81101(,:s, .is higher than the number of

WOIldn- in(icating unequal access of ml..-'nane' "Jomen to such schemes.

4.48 Lccess to c'rinking water The aulity of life experi-
\3nce(~ by memberS of u householc1 is unCioubtec'ly aff0ctl..-'C' by th:;
time and effort requiref! to obtain a baSic resourc8, such as

water. Table P .18 shows thclt in the 'i/est Bengal villages, v8ry

fel,.! female h:;arec1 householc1s have their own exclusive sources

of water supply am' tht:; majority of them have to ('Iepenn on

common facilitieS, which may be available only outsiae the
village. This sitl.:'ation is a littltl better in the case of the

male hOaClef!househalc's.

4.49 The female-heaneG households of Ambalpafly and Mattu
are much better-off than those of the eastern villages, as far

as this Particular facility is concerneCl. In the Uttar Pradesh
village of Amorah, wher>J in terms of othtlr incl,icators the quality
of life is poor, access to drinking water appears to be much
bl3tter. Over 50 p8r cent of the "8male headed households have

drinking wateT source for their exclus~ve use.

4.50 'The primary data cloarly inclicate thE.t th8 female
heauee1 householc1s experience a poor quality of life. It is not

impliecl that the male heac1ec households un~Q¥ a particularly

gooe quality of life, however, Within the all pervasive concition
of povt;:)rty, tht;:) female ht;:)ac1eclhouseholds are 3t a grl..-'ater

flisa<lvantage in terms of eclucation, access to C'evelopment
schemes ane rouble work burden.

4.51 Thus, in a comParative analysis,_the male hea(1e(1
households seell to unjoy 8 marginal advantage as far as their

economic co,rcition is concerned. Thi8 advantage woulc often stem
from the; rifferential pattern of landholoing in the two sets



of hou8;Jholc~ 88 <"iSCU~_H:i.::(lc;arll0r. In 80me Cc~8l::Sit mG.] 01:::'0

b\J linkdr to th,..- :mC:ll~-f{.;ma18VJngc (1 iff,jrunti8ls tt.at. pr0v".il
. 1ore c: b •

th0 prime\ry surv0Y, the ("",tel g0n8rste0 can only yiulr Cl

tent~:tiv8 hypothesi::., thc:.,t fem<.'18heClce(1 hous\Jholf!s ~,r\'J -:;cono-
rnic' lly ~t ,-, oT;··"t0r (Ljc_,\('v_'.,nt,."g8 "~oS comp2.rl:'(' to trl,..;"Lr Il1c11uli ..... ',.>- ~ ,_~:.; c..... t_J ...-'c.. - oJ ~ -

h:.;~-('",(~count-.;rpc,rts in turrns of 2i.:>:.i~tb280 ;~,nC' pov<.::rty lev81.

1. SUGhir Bhattncharyya : "\.Jomen·s Activity in Rural IncHc}",
Sarveksh8na, Vol.IV, Nos. 3 ,l}, 4, Jan.-April, 1981, p.p'.



5.1 Thc:_c:videnc2)r::.scntf::::d here from the.. vilJi.c.j'-5 sclrv2y~_(<)

'clf arly indicate that both in tLrms of demogra~Jr;ic end econo-

mic criteria, the fc~ale headed households prCs2nt certain

sp~cial features.

5.2 .on overwhelming majority of thE: femclh:: he.ods of hOUSe-

holds are elderly widovvs, whereas most of t;1Lir male counter-

parts arc younger and are currently married. The female

headed households. are smaller in size with a larger propor-

tion of adult femalesanda smaller proJortion of children.

5.3 The female households ar,- at a gre ater ecnomic dis-

advantage than tht.:. male he aded households. Their assest base

in te rms of 1c.mdholdin<:.; is smalle r - they are more mdrgina-

lised than the male headed households. In a general scenario

ofj:)overty, the female headed households frequent the lower

end of the tJoverty scale ins Ji te of their highe r work partci-

;;:>ation rate. A strong association bet\oJcenpoverty and female

headed households is therefore well established.

5.4 Not only are. these households seeped in poverty, most

'of the development programmes do not reach them. .hlTl0ngthe

female headed households, especially in the villa~;es of

eastern India, both awareness of and participation in- develop-

ment schemes, is insignificant. Lven in the villages of

Karnatake, where such awareness is greater, most of the

beneficiaries of thes,- schemes are m-cn.

5.5 Uualitativ,_ evidence and case studies point to the poor

quality of life experienced by the heads of these households.

Literacy, and the level of general eduJ3tion is lower among

them, making it more difficult for them to acquire skill and

take advantage of improved technol ::Jgy. Double work burden

of arduous physical work, not only to enhanCE: family income,



but aJs:::J in::Jther household s-lj:-iporting activities like fetching

wCitEcr 2nd iin.:\,nod, c,:xl~bine6 wi th thE:. tradi tional domestic duties

5.6 Thc:refore, the typical fef1\alf:::headed housc.:hold in thest:

viLcaCks, is onc:--"hUT a-large nump~r of aC:ult females, f;paded

by ;-m elderly widow, eking out an existence well belaN the

L~-6vE:rtyline \tJith litclc or no asset and b<.oyondthe reech of

the official development programme.

5.7 Certain policy im~licati )ns arise from this study. in

~ndia, two majormue:rolevel organisations which collect

household data, arE:: the Census and the National Sample

Survey Organisation. A few observations regarming the data

genercted by them may be mentioned.

5.8 Household data collected by the Census are ~wubl~sh~d

after a long time - lag, making the task of the data users

harder. Moreover, the disaggregation of the household data

is di:t;ferent censuses, thereby making trend analysis difficult.

5.9 Tpe National Sample Survey, shou~d attempt to capture

the incidence and characteristics c£ the female headed

households ~y rede signir:g their s ampl ing method, so th at

female he.aded houSeholds get adequate representation in its

5.1J In the ta?ulation j)rogramme of· the Census and the

National Sample Survey, certain key featg.res of the house- •

holds disaggregated by the sex of th<.- head of household,

should be tabul ated and published, SO that the female he aded

households get adequate attention in policy planning.

5 .11 )u though the ove rall' incidence of female he aded house-
a

holds is 1aN in InclJia, yet the re are pockets where tre ir



~l...j,:prr.l.C9 is higher than the national average. From the evi-

~ence of this study, these households display certain s.~cial
features. 'l'heref:Jre, accurate identification of these house-
hol(ls is necessary. FJoD::...over, development schemes which Cuter

to their needs should be formuloted and existing schemes must
be m~de accessible to them.

501:::' Since macr'') s'-lrveys are unaGle to ca utre many of

the ~30cio_ec::momic fe atures of thes'::.; household, more micro
studies arE::needed, so that are a::, am.1.groups 'itJ ith reI ati-

vely higher occur~nCLof female headed hOUSeholds and
their spe~ific needs come into focus.



Graph.§.
~ Perccnta',Jc distrii.-ution of femal-.: headed

hOUSE;holo:...by age. group and rural/urbc:m

status in Karnataka

.tJ(2) -do- in Uttar Pradesh G 2

.i.U(3) ; -do- in Wl:st Bengal G 3

AI (4) -do- in .Kajas th an ~ 4

AIl U&2) ~ Percentage of female headedhouseholds to total

semple cultivator households distributed G5-G6

by 1 and holding siz..:-cl asses (Census of·
1961)

bl : Percenta:;e distribution of female.: headl2d __~

households by land P'Jsscs ed classes

(Retabulated data of NSu 32nd round)

Bll (1&2) ~ Rural households distributed by size of

land holdings (acres) and sex of head of

household. (Primary data)

~ Per capi ta expendi ture of female and male

headed households. (Retabulated data of
r-Jss 32nd round)

BlV( 1&2). Per capita monthly eXIF nditure of male and

female he aded households (Primary data)

Tables

• .i?e rcentage offem ale he aded household as

indicated by the C~nsus of 1971, NSS 32nd

round and ISST household survey.

• Percentage of female heads of household

distribu ted by age group ;, Census of 1971

• Percentage offemal,-, he adc:d households to

total samplecultivator households, distri-

but<::d by 1 and holding sizE.:-cl ass ; Census·

cf 1961



~ .t'-,'Lrci<';'.[-.ou9!2-r~.9lg$i-ZE: inclucling and exclud-
,:,,:~-::;':\.frg,~,::;-~/{g.L;;;·~:~li-::;;-"D~!---- hOLlS,: hol d in sc_~~ctsd

CllstTlcts ~ ret:a:JuJ."tcQ (l,jta of iJ~..:; 32nd
rO\.lnd

~ :Ui::-)tri:b\.l'_io~l0:= f::'::l11iJ.le::"1(.' rrli..:tl'='hcdbE:dhouse-
holds h\ .''-2nd nosscsst2d (i:l ccres) ~ retabu-

J~ J.. t-'

··;L:,j"t:;E.d <.la"'::a.0:[ :..6':; 3:2cd round. '

:; D'istriblltion ':)f flOfflc,leand ma.le headcs of
households by act~vity s't:c:,tus . retabulab:,d
data of NSS 32nd round.

• Percentage distribution of femalE:: andmale
headec households by poverty level· retabu- 47
latcd data of NSS 32nd round.

: Dist-ribution offemale and male headed house_
hglds by peJ7,capita~inOnthly expenditure (in Rs.). 48
retabulated data of NSS 32nd round.

; Percentage c-:'istributiPD of female and male
he.aded households b~r age groups.

~ D{stributiopof persons by age and sex in
female and m'ale he aded households.

Percentage' of children below 5 years of age
in female andmale haded households.

,L

Sex ratio (females per thousand males) in
female and male headed households.

"...:. '

• Average household size including and e~clud-
ing singlc~member hous~holds.

• .b'ercentage distribution of female and male
heads of households by marital status.

• Percentage distribution of female and male
headed households by land possEss~d groups.

: Pe rcapi ta land p0sse $sed (in acrEs) ,in female
and male headed households.,

"

:; Percent?ge distribution c£female and male
headed'households by poverty level.

:; Percentage distribution of main earners by
their, rel atior'ishi'p to the he ad' of household

:; Percentage of workers and others in female and
male he aded households.;



I Gender specific. work pGrticl~ation rates in
~ale 3nC femals hea~:d households.

~ Percentage distribution of female and male
heads of households by activity status .

• Percentage distribution ofpersons in female
and male headed households by activity status.

; Percentc.ge of female heads of households as
decision makers on economic andsocial issues.

~ P~rcentage of male heads of households as
decision makeLs on economic and social issues.

Percentage distribution of female heads of
households by general education.

~ Percentage distribution of male heads of
households by general education .

• ~xtent of participation of members of male
and female he ads of hous eholds in sericul ture
work in t-wovill ages of Karnataka.

: Percentage of female and male headed households
with access to drinking water.

1. Percentages may not add up to hundred because of
rounding-off.

2. In the tables whc_rever there is a dash, it denotes
nil.
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PERCENTAGE OF FEMALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS (FHfI) TO TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS AS INOICATED
BY CENSUS OF 1971, NSS 32ND ROUtV AND ISST HOUSEHOLDSURVEY

\,
\
\

NSS 32ND ROUND IssT Household Survey

Districts 1971 Census
0977-78)

Villages Percentage of FHH to tota 1
households

0) ( 2) (3) (4 ) (5)
Bangalore 9.6 10.8 Thamasandra 17.6

l<erala1usandra 14.7

South I<anara 21. 2 22.3 Ambalpady 25.2
Mattu 33.9

"

'!
Gorakhpur ~

6.2 8.9 Amorah 13 .9

A1mora 21. 2 21. 8 I<hirakot 41.1

Birbhum 8.0 8.6 Bergram 17.1
Gopa 1nagar 16.3

Midnapore 9.6 6.9 Belma 18.8
Panchakhali 12.4

Bharatpur 2.7 6.2 Hehtoli 2.3
Etrampura 1.7 ,I

Since the methodology of survey especially the sampling techniques
used by the Census, the ~lsSO and the IS5T primary household survey
and the sur~ey coverage are different, the findings of these three
sources are not strictly comparable.
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TABLE S.2 PERCENTAGE OF FEMALE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS TO ALL,HOUSEHOLPS
DISTRIBUTED BY AGE GROUP : CENSUS 1971 ,

\
\
\

State Districts State Districts
Rural/Urban/Total Age-groups Uttar Gorakhpur Almora West Birbhum Midnapore

Pradesh Bengal
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) ( 8)

Total all ages 6.98 6.2 21.1 7.68 9.48 8.04
under 30 6.48 3.06 23.7 5.03 4.67 5.76
30-49 6.29 5.57 22.7 6.47 7.29 7.57
50 + 8.04 8.16 18.7 10.84 15.05 9.63

Rural all ages 7.2 6.27 21.6 7.76 9.38 8.14
I'

~ under 30 7.13 2.88 25.2 4.8 4.33 5.79 'I•....
30-49 6,.6 5.78 23.7 6.7 7.24 7.73 I~

50 + 7.95 8.04 18.2 10.74 14.95 9.66

Urban all ages 5.66 5.57 11.8 7.4 10.67 6.8
under 30 3.2 4.94 8.2 5.78 9.16 5.4
30-49 4.47 3.6 7.'4 5.87 7.96 6.03
50 + 8.67 10.12 22.0 11.12 16.48 9.19





TABLE S.4 AVfRAGE HOUSFHOLD SJ7E INClUDING AND EXCLUDING SINGLE MEMBER HOUSEHOLDS
!' IN sl-LfCTEDDISTRICTS s[PAHATELY FOR MALE AND FEMALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS

\,\, \
\ \
\

Female Headed Households Male Headed Households
Number Single Average Household Total tilmber Single Average Household Total

Districts of mem- house- size ex- per- of mem- house- . size ex- per-
house- bered hold eluding sons house- bered hold eluding sons
holds house- size single holds house- size single

holds member holds member ..
III

house- house-
lr holds holds

" (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (ll)

Banga-1ore 31 10 3 3 77 257 8 5 5 1270
South Kanara 75 5 5 5 366 261 5 6 6 1499

+"+" Gorakhpur 38 14 3 3 103 398 25 5 5 1918

Almora 21 6 4 5 74 75 3 5 5 388

Birbhum 29 7 3 3 80 307 11 5 5 1509

fv1idnapore 72 16 3 4 232 972 18 5 5 5203

Bharatpur 14 6 2 4 34 226 14 5 6 1196



"-TABLES.5 DISTfUBUTION OF FnlALE AND ~~LE HEADEDHOUSEHOLDSBY SIZt (LASS OF
LANOPOSSESSED (IN ACRES) \

IH \
" \

Female Headed Households Male Headed Households
District size classes (in acres) size classes (in acres)

Total Total
0.00 .01-.49 .5-.99 1 - 2.5 and house- 0.00 .01-.49 .5-.99 1- 2.5 house-

2.49 above holds 2.49 and holds
above

-(1) ( 2) (3) ( 4) ( 5) ( 6) ( 7) ( 8) (9 ) (10) (11 ) (12) (13 )

E3angalore 18 3 6 4 31 3 87 18 61 88 257
(58.1) (9.7) 09.4) 02.9) (1. 2) (33.9) (7.0) (23.7) (34.2)

South J<anara ll~ 31 , 3 12 14 74+1* 25 92 21 29 84 251
(18.9) (41. 9) ( 4.1) (16.2) 08.9) 00.0) (36.7) (8.4) (11.6) 03.5)

Gorakhpur 21 6 8 3 3~, 15 100 45 146 91 397
(55.3) (15.8) (21.1) (7.9) (3.8) (25.2) 00.3) (36.8) (22.9)

Almora 1 5 5 5 5 21 3 9 10 53 75
.j!:- (4.8) (23.8) ( 23 •8) (23.8) (23.8) (4.0 ) (12.0) (13 .3') (70.7)
Vl

Birbhum 2 20 2 5 29 9 151 18 41 88 307
II

(6.9) (6.9) (6.9) (17.2) (2.9) (49.2) (5.9) 03.4) (28.7)
Mldnapore 42 12 12 6 72 1 306 119 251 295 972

(58.3) (16.7) (16.7) (8.3) (0.1) (31.5) (12.3) (25.8) 00.3)
Bharatpur 9 1 4 14 6 37 12 23 138 216

(64.3) (7.1) ( 28.6) ( 2.8) (2.8) (17.1) (5.6) (10.6) (63.9)

* Note 1. one fema 1e headed household was not recorded in South Kanara
2. f j gures in ra renthesis denote percentages



, ,
,'¥ '.

f : 'j '. .~ •
:p.. (f .. ,1, 0, ':':<

Activity Status

Districts house- Bon- Sel f Hel- Hegular Casua 1 Seeking/ Atten- Atten- Atten-
hold ded emplo- per salari- wage availa- ding ding "- ding

L 'I type .1a- yed ed/ lahour ble for educa- domes-'\ other others to ta 1

"
bour wage work tional tic \ spI.

emplo- insti- duties 'acti-
yed tutions only vities

(1) ( 2) (3) ( 4) (5) ( 6) ( 7) ( 8) (9) (10) (ll ) (12) (13 )

Bangalore FHH 11 13 2 2 3 31
(35.5) (41. 9) (6.4) (6.4) (9.7)

H-lH - 116 26 94 21 257
(45.1) (10.1) (36.6) (8.2)

South FHH 16 2 26 9 9 10 11 75
Kanara (21. 3) (2.7) (34.7) (1.3) (12.0 ) 03.3) 04.7)

t+lH - 122 20 91 2 1 25 261
(46.7) (7.7) (34.9) (0.8) (0.4) (9.5)

Bhara tpur FHH 3 3 1 5 2 14
+:- (21. 4) ( 21. 5) (9.1) (35.7) 04.3)

'" IvlHH - 164 20 31 II 226
(72.6) ( 8.8) (13.7) (4.9)

Almora FHH 16 1 2 2 21
,;1 (76.2) (4'.8) (9.5) (9.5)

HHH 52 7 7 1 1 7 75
(69.3) (9.4) (9.3) (1.3) 0.3 ) (9.4)

Cora khpur FHH 14 5 6 5 8 38
(36.8) (13.2) 05.8) (13.2) (21.0 )

~t-IH 5 226 26 111 12 1 13 394
(1.3) (57.4)

,
(6.6) (28.2) (3.0) (0.2) (3.3)

Birbh u m FHH 6 5 5 4 9 29
(20.7) (17.2) (17.2) (13.8) (31.1)

~1I111 ]39 33 I I Lt 2 3 1 15 307
( 45.3 ) 00.8) (37.]) (0.6) (1.0) (0.3 ) (4.9)

1,1idnu pore FIlii 25 8 12 6 17 4 72
(34.8) 01.1) (]6.7) (8.3) (23.6) ( 5 . 5)

I'U III 517 8/1 3 ?/l 1 1 45 972
(S).2) (tL 6) (33.3) •••• (6.1) (0.2) (4.6)

',,..
!

I!, Jt c; !'j(Jllrrs in !lrlt"""11t h,lC..I'd: ::') Pel'> 1',A::t..1'.••' .••.•........,-. t .. . I



\
TABLE S.7 PEf1CENTAGEDISTnlBUTIotJ OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADED H()JSEHOLDS BY POVERTY

LEVEL (POVEf1TY LEVEL = PER CAPITA ~10NTHLY EXPENDITURE, Rs. 100)

I3elow Poverly Level Above Poverty Level

Districts Female HH Ha1e Hil Total HH Female HH Male HH Total HH
I' (I) (2) ()) ( 4) ( 5) (6) (7)

Bangalore 22 208 230 6 49 55
(78.8) (80.9) (21. 4) (19.1)

South \<anara 52 177 229 23 82 105*
(69.3 ) (67.8) (30.7) (31. 7)

Corakhpur 31 333 364 7 65 72
( 81. 6) (83.7) (18.4) (16.3)

l< ~I
AllOOra 18 65 83 3 10 13

-+=- (85.7) (86.7) (14.3 ) (13.3)
-....I ,j

Blrbhum 23 283 306 6 32 38
(79.3 ) (89.8) ( 2()' 7) (10.2)

Mldnapore 69 899 968 3 73
,

76
(95.8) (92.5) (4.2) (7.5)

Bharatpur 11 161 14 3 118 226
(78.5) (71.2) (21. 4) (52.2)

Note Figures within parentheses are percentages
* Informatjon about 2 ~t1HJs of S. I<anara were not recorded



TABLE S.8 DISTRIBUTION OF FEHALE AND MALE HEADED HOUSEHO~DS BY
MONTHLYPER CAPITA EXPHDITURE (Rs.)

\
\ \
\ \

(

\type 0 f exrenditure (Rs.O.OO)
Districts househoJds reI' capita Total

0-39.99 40-99.99 100 & above households

0) ( 2) (3) ( 4) ( 5) ( 6)

Qangalore FHH 2 (6.4) 20 (71.4) 6 (21. 4) 28
H1H 45 07.5) 163 ( 63 .4) 49 09.1) 257

\", FHH 6 (8.0 ) 46 (61. 3 ) 23 (30.7) 75South l(anara 11-lH 15 (5.8) 162 (62.5) 82 (31.7) 259*

Bhara tpur FHH 1 (7.1) 10 (71. 4) 3 (21. 4) 14
H-lH 14 (6.2) 147 (65.0) 118 (52.2) 226

+- Almora FHH 4 09.0) 14 (66.7) 3 (14.3 ) 21
Q:l HIH 8 (10.6) 57 (76.0) 10 (13.3) 75

Gorakhpur FHH 11 (28.9) 20 (52.6) 7 08.4) 38
H-lH 71 (17 . 8) 262 (65.8) 65 (16.3) 398

Birbhum FHH 15 (51. 7) 8 (27.6) 6 (20.7) 29
It H1H 114 (37.1) 169 (55.0) 32 00.4) 307

l.fidnapore FHH 30 (41. 7) , ~.39 (54.2) 3 (4.2) 72
~~IIH 266 (27 .4) 633 (65.1) 73 (7.5) 972

·M Information about 2 1-1HH1s of South Kanara Dist. were not recorded
FHH : FemaJe I-leaded househoJds, ~11H: Male Headed households
Source : NSS 32nd Round retal~]ated
Fi~JlIres in parentheses indi cale percentages
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TABLEP.2 DISTRIBUTIot~ OF PERSONSBY ACE AND SEX IN FEMALEANQMALEHEADEDHOUSEHOLDS
\,~ , \

\ '\
\

Female Headed Households Male 'Headed Households

State/Vi11aue To- To- Cr- To- To- Cr-
0-14 15,-59 60 & tal tal and 0-14 15-59 60 & tal tal and

above Male Fe- To- above' Male Fe- Ta-
male tal male tal

(2) 0) ( 4) '( 5) ( 6) (7) ( 8) (9) (10) (11 ) (12) (13 )
T<arnaLaka M 1- M F Fl F M F M F M F

Thamasandra 21 10 31 31 29 60 6 6 12 58 45 103 29 19 48 32 24 56 2 5 7 63 48 111
Keralalusandra 16 13 29 33 32 65 3 8 11 52 53 105 16 24 40 29 19 48 - 2 2 45 45 90

'I. Ambalpady 40 39 79 49 92 141 7 16 ' 23 96 147 243 36 39 75 76 72 148 13 5 18 125 116 241
Mattu 38 34 72 45 103 148 4 11 15 87 148 235 52 46 98 69 110 179 16 11 27 137 167 304

. ~.
Uttar Pradesh

V1 Amorah 14 20 34 16 30 46 2 4 6 32 54 86 20 25 45 24 30 54 4 1 5 48 56 104o .1.

Khirakot 40 32 72 35 62 97 2 7 9 77 101 184 31 29 60 78 72 150 13 6 19 122 107 229
I, West B~nqal

Bergram 25 24 49 42 56 98 5 4 9 72 84 156 3 4 7 12 13 25 1 1 2 16 18 34
Copa Inagar 14 10 24 35 48 83 1 8 9 50 66 116 26 33 59 47 45 92 4 1 5 77 79 156
Belma 13 9 22 22 38 60 - 4 4 35 51 86 31 30 61 42 42 84 4 1 5 77 73 150
Panchakhali 9 10 19 7 25 32 - 9 9 16 44 60 32 36 68 48 44 92 3 2 5 83 82 165

______------"==========---~-~----I



I__ ~~~_.~-------------~---...-~-------
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TABLE P.3 PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN BELOW 5 YEARS OF AGE TO TOTAL

\,

\
POPULAnON IN FEMALE AND MALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS \

Fema Ie headed household Male headed household.
State/ Vi llage p.c. to total numher p.c. to total number

(J) - (2)-- (3) ~, ( 4) (5)

.,r, Karna taka

i'
II I

Thamasandra 6.8 7 11.1 11
Keralalusandra 5.7 6 18.9 19
Ambalpady 7.8 8 7.1 7
Hattu 3.0 3 7.9 8

Uttar Pradesh

ij'
V1 Amorah 8. ] 8 14.4 14t--'

Khirakot 8.3 8 8.6 9

West Bengal

Bergram 6.4 6 13.7 14
Copa Inagar 1.7 2 17.3 17
Belma 4.7 5 10.7 11
Panchakhali 3.3 3 17.6 18



SEX RATIO (FE~~LES PEF THOUSAND MALES)
t·1ALEHEADED HOUSEHOLl1S

Female-headed
households

(2)

Male-headed
households

Thamasandra
I<era la lusa ndra
Ambalpady
Mattu

776
1019
1530
1701

746
1000
928

1219

Amorah
Khirakot

1688
1312

1167
886

Bergram
Gopalnagar
Belma
Pancha kha 1i

1167
1320
1457
2750

1125
1026
948
988



'\,
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TABLE P.5 AVEf1AGEHOUSCIIOLO SIZE INCLUDING AND EXCLUDING SINGLE-MEMBERED HOUSEHOLDS
,\
\ '.

'. \

State/ Village Female headed households Male headed households
Number Number Average House- Total Number Number Average House- Total

of of house- hold persons of of house- hold persons
house- single hold size

, ~.house- single hold size
holds mem- size exclu- holds mem- size exclu-

bel.' ding single bel." ding single
house- member- house- member-
holds house- holds house-holds holds

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (0) (1)

Karnataka
Thamasandra 28 5 4.4 5.2 124 162 1 6.3 6.4 1025

~. Kera la'lusandra 39 6 4.1 4.7 160 183 5.5 5.5 1006
V1 Ambalpady 48 1 5.9 6.0 283 142 1 7.0 7.1 998I.U

Mattu 112 4 5.3 5.5 598 218 3 7.1 7.1 1537

Uttar pradesh

Amorah 21 2 ' 4.1 4.2 86 130 1 6.3 6.4 822
Khirakot 63 3 5.2 5.4 329 90 5.7 5.7 516

West Bengal
Bergram 33 4 4.9 5.4 161 159 3 5.4 5.5 859

~. 'II Gopalnagar 30 3 3.9 4.2 117 153 1 5.2 5.2 794
Belma 25 7 2.4 3.0 61 107 2 5.5 5.6 588
Panchakhali 26 10 3.5 5.0 90 183 2 5.3 5.4 975

:. ~
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TABLE P.7 PfRCENTAC[ DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE Al'DMALE HEADED HOUSfHOLDS BY
LAtlDPOSSESSED CROUPS •••• '"\\

.I. \ 'Female headed households Male headt=;dhouseholds
II State/Village possessing l~nd (in 0.00 acres) possessing lahd (in 0.00 acres)

0.00 0.01- 0.50- 1.00- 2.50 total 0.00 0.01- 0.50- 1.00- 2.50 total
0.49 0.99 2.49 & 0.49 0.99 2.49 &

above above
(J) (2) (3) ( 4) , (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (IO) (11) (12) (13)

4' Karnataka
Thamasandra 35.7 3.51 ]4.2 25.0 21.4 100.00 20.9 3.0 4.9 33.3 37.6 100.00
Keralalusandra 53.9 28.2 17 .9 100.00 28.9 1.0 4.9 30.0 34.9 100.00
Ambalpady 18.7 37.4 10.4' 22.9 10.4 100.00 23.2 33.8 11.9 18.3 12.6 100.00
I~attu 33.9 25.8 I} .8 ,: 20.5 1.7 100.00 27.0 27.0 14.6 25.2 5.9 100.00

V1 Uttar PradeshV1

Amorah 23.8 L~7.6 28.5 100.00 23.8 18.4 30.0 '24.6 100.00
Khirakot 15.8 49.2 31.7 3.1 100.00 37.7 25.5 25.5 10.0 1.1 100.00

I, ~I West Bengal
" Bergram 9.0 39.3 9.0 18.1 24.2 100.00 1.2 35.2 4.4 14.4 44.6 100.00
topalnagar 70.0 3.3 10.0 16.6 100.00 0.6 41.8 -10.4 13.7 33.3 100.00
Belma 4.0 24.0 56.0 16.0 100.00 2.8 12.1 3.7 42.9 38.3 100.00
Panchakhali 30.7 11.5 26.9 23.0 7.6 100.00 1.6 7.1 15.3 30.5 45.3 100.00



~' TABLE P.8 PER CAPITA LAND POSSESSED (IN ACRES) IN~FEMALE AND MALE
HEADED HOUSEHOLDS ' ','.

" '.
\~
\\
\
\

Tota,lno. of Total land po- Total no. of house- per capita land
State/Village ssessed(acres) hold possessed possessed(acres)

FHH ~t1H FHH ~t1H FHH ~H FHH ~H
(l) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)

Karnataka ..
III

I, Thamasandra 28 161 31.6 426.4 124 994 0.3 0.5
,I Kera1a1usandra 29 188 46.3 418.3 159 1002 0.3 0.5

Amba1pady 47 143 38.5 139.5 286 999 0.2 0.2
Mattu 112 118 45.5 135.6 493 1153 0.1 0.2

Uttar Pradesh
\.n Amorah 21 130 17.6 249.3 86 836 0.2 0.30\ Khirakot 67 84 14.0 26.4 295 555 0.1 0.1

West Bengal
Gopa1nagar 30 53 32.9 327.8 101 813 0.4 0.4
Be1ma 25 107 62.5 295.8 95 556 0.7 0.5
Panchakhali 26 183 23.4 597.5 61 1013' 0.4 0.6
Bergram 33 161 56.5 429.9 156 865 0.4 0.5



TABLF P.9 PERCHH ACE DI STRI AUTION OF FEMALE At'{) HALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS BY
POVERTY LEVEL (POVERTY LEVEL = PER CAPITA ~10NTHLYEXPENDITURE OF Rs .100)

"-"
Below poverty level Above poverty level

S ta te / Vi lla ge
\

\ .
female headed male headed fema Ie hea\ded male headed

\

household household household household

(l) . (2) (3) (4 ) (5 )

Karnataka

Thamasandra 32 20 68 80
Keralalusandra 23 16 77 84
Ambalracly 23 15 77 85

\'ff 1'1<1 t tu 17 22 83 78

Uttar Pradesh

V1 Amorah 71 83 29 17
--.J

Khirakot 41 46 59 54

West Bengal

Bergram 94 84 6 16
Copalnagar 100 91 9
Belma 100 96 4
Panchakhali 92 86 8 14

, II I
I·



TABLE P. 10 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF MAIN BARNERS BY THEIR
RELA nON TO THE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS".,\ '

\
\\

>

Male headed households Female headed households
State/Village self wi Fe son/ others not re- total self hus- son/ others not re- total

daugh- ported band daugh- ported
tel' ter

\~

(I) (2) 0) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) OU (12) (13)

Karnataka

Thamasandl'a 95.6 4.3 100.0 28.5 7.1 57.1 7.1 100 .0
I<el'alalusandl'a 92.3 1.0 5.4 1.0 100.0 48.7 2.5 38.4 7.6 2.5 100 .0
Amba Ipady 85.9 2.,1- 11. 2 0.7 100.0 41.6 4.1 31.2 16.6 6.2 100.0
f·lattu 82.5 2.2 10.0 5.0 100.0 33.9 17.8 30.3 '16.9 0.8 100.0
Uttar Pradesh

VI Amol'ah 83.8 0.7 14.6 0.7 100.0 42.3 33.3 19.0 4.7 100.0CD

1<llirakot 83.3 15.5 1.1 100.0 15.8 68.2 14.2 1.5 100.0

West Benqal

Bergl'am 92.4 0.6 6.9 -
" -- 100.0 33.3 24.2 39.4 3.0 100.0

Copalnagal' 98.0 1.9 100.0 60.0 6.6 33.3 100.0
Belma 93.4 0.9 4.6 0.9 100.0 48.0 4.0 28.0 20.0 100.0

.t. Pdf1chakhali 89.6 9.8 0.5 100.0 80.7 11.5 7.6 100.0
II

I



Thamasandra
l<era1alusandra
Amba Ipady
Mattu

Amorah
• I<hirakot

Bergram
Gopalnagar
Belma
Panchakha li

PERC£IHAGE OF WORKEBS AND OTHERS IN HALE ANlj'fH1ALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS
"

54.3
67.6
3l~. 9
33.1

44.1
40.5

I 47.4
53.4
60.4
68.8

, \
, \Percentage of workers and others to total nu~ber of members in

female headed households
others

ISST Household Survey
. ~,

45:6
32.3
65.0
66.8

42.7
53.3
30.0
30.9

57.2
46.6.
69.9
69.0

55.8
59.4

69.8
69.8

31.7
30.1

52.5
46.5
39.5
31.1

60.9
49.3
45.3
48.4

39.0
50.6
54.6
51.5



"
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TAIIIFP.]2 c:o()[n-SPECJFl C WORK-PARTICJPA nON nATES IN tvlALEMm,
j' rnt-\L[ IIEADCD 1I0lJSEHOLDS

k ~I
,,

\

"
,

\ '

\ .
Percentage of workers in Percent~ge of workers in

StaLe/Vi llage ferna 1 e headed households male headed households

fcmd]c lTlole female mille
---0) (2) 0) ( 4) ( 5)

l,a rna ta ka

k 't
,

fll d rnasand ra LIII • It 62.0 24.0 58.2
I(era 1a lusandra 58.4 76.9 48.8 64.4
Amba1rady 31.9 30.2 16.5 47.3
t·ld ttu 35.] 24.1 23.3 39.4

LJ t ta r Pradesh
0'
0

Amorah 42.5 It3 .7 8.9 58.3
I<llirakot 38.6 1.2 2.7 £16.3

.~
~Vest Ocn\lal

[3cFgram ljO.4 54.1 22.7 48.9
Gopalnagar 71. 2 54.0 39.2 62.3
Be1ma 60.7 60.0 45.2 63.6
Panchakhali , 75.0 47.0 43.9 59.0



PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF FEMALE AND MALE HEADS OF
HOUSEHOLDS BY ACTIVITY STATUS

Self-emplo- Regular hired Casual Atten- Atten- Too old Not ..
yed labour labour ding ding too reported
in in in in non- dornes- educa- young

StatejHllage non- tic tional &agr. agr. agr. agr. duties insti- others
// tution

.",', "

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (0)
/.

-Female Heads

Karnataka
Thamasandra 43 14 14 18 7 4
Keralalusandra 18 33 28 13 5 3
Ambalpady 25 6 17 10 31 10
~ttu 13 9 17 2 2 43 15
Uttar Pradesh
AIoorah 24 62 5 5 5
Kh irakot 51 2 10 2 37
-"'estBenaal
Bergram 3 3 6 3 33 36 15
Gopalnagar 7 7 13 40 20 13
Belma 60 4 8 4 12 12
Panchaktlal1 , 15 4 58 14 8

Male Heads

Karnataka
Thamasandra 62 2 14 17 6
Kera lalusandra 58 2 15 18 1 6
Amba1pady 17 12 17 14 3 1 38
Kattu 26 18 17 11 2 26
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 34 1 56 4 5 5 i'- Khirakot 34 16 17 3 29 1
't'Ics t Benoal "

Bergram 56 1 32 1 2 1 1 6
Gopalnagar 35 3 17 39 5
Belma 78 19 3
Panchaktlali 51 13 29 3 1 3

- -----

Source : ISST Household Surv_ey T_-4
. - -~



TABLE P.14 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS IN FEMALE AND t~LE
HEADED HOUSEHOLDS BY ACTIVITY STATUS

Sel f-employed Regular hired Casual Atten- Atten- Too young
labour labour ding do- ding edu- too old &

State/ Village mestic cationa1 others
in in non-- in in non- activity institu-

agr. agr. agr. agr. tion
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6 ) (7) (S) (9 )

/-/./' / Female headed households-,-
/

r /

/
K9.I..o a ta kq'
Th.ama sand ra 32 IS- 4 1 17 12 16
Keralalusandra 30 33 3 1 12 10 10
Ambalpady 5 5 10 12 19 2S 21
Hattu S 9 4 9 1 23 35 11
Uttar Pradesh
Amorah 7 33 3 22 12 23
Kh irakot 19 3 13 33 32

~ West Bengal
Bergram 22 3 3 19 16 13 24
Copalnagar 17 2 9 24 16 11 21
Belma 36 1 22 12 12 16
Panchakhali 11 15 33 7 2 3 21 8

Male headed households

Karnataka ,

Thamasandra 25 1 18 16 22 18
Keralalusandra 31 2 19 6 17 26
Amba1pady 6 - 6 6 15 23 25 19
Kattu 11 6 5 7 1 25 28 17
Uttar Pradesh
Aroorah 5 3 lS 6 30 11 27
Khirakot 10 2 6 7- 26 20 29

West Bengal
• 15 2 5 17Bergram 1 17 14 29
Copa1nagar 16 1 6 6 27 10 7 32

.Be1ma 34 1 17 1 2 10 17 18
Panchakhali 28 6 S 2 7 7 13 23

j

J
i
1
1
1
-j

Source ISST Household Survey
--

"'"
-

.j

= ~



TABLE P.15(a) : PERCENTAGE OF FEMALE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS AS DECISION MAKERS
ON ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ISSUES

'\
ij' . \.

Sta tel Village Economic Issues .\ Socia 1 Issues
\.

\

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 \ 8 9
,

ill (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) , (7) (8) (9) (10 )

Karnataka

Thamasandra 90 95 26 58 79 58 90 95 7l~
Keralalusandra 100 100 52 57 62 52 100 94 76
Ambalpady 98 95 55 55 63 78 100 80 85

k ~I Hattu 98 93 60 55 70 73 98 78 75'
" Uttar Pradesh

,.

Amorah 100 91 76 86 - 29 91 62 57
0\ I(hirakot 83 23 20 33I.JJ 33 18 18 88 8

West Bengal
)

l3ergram 100 85 73 61 100 82 91 79 73
Copalnagar 100 97 97 90 87 80 97 77 77
Belma 88 84 72 68 84 88 92 80 68
Pa ncha kha 11 96 96 65 65 92 89 96 23 96

,

Note: 1 signifies decision regarding food items to be bought for household
2 II II II clothing items to be bOJjght for household
3 II II 11 taking of produce of household enterprise to the

market for sale
4 II II II quantity, price and timing for sale of products to

be sold~., ..
5 II II II the purchase of durable and semi durable assets
6 II II II the deposition or investment of household savings
7 II II II keeping of money earned by household members

...:.•......"'.••.•••••...~ ...•,"hi" 'lof" '•••••.••• __ •••.~._.-"- ...••• ". ·-,.-··--·Il,- ....••..'-----J.2.LW...Lwn..~nn:/.rla1:Jl1ht_.e.r.._lna.thei:househQld.,'d.H!Ce"", . .v' .
. r.lr.:~.~~,~~'1'Jf\ •.l...l ..•.,.Y,•••...~

.
TABLE P.15(b) , ..

P[RCENT ACE OF HALE HFADS OF HOUSEHOLDS AS DECISION MAKERS
ON ECONOt-lI C MID SOCIAL ISSUES



- -=1 - -. ftt • • t r .&+' t !fiN"-' .' • t
••••• 1 •••••• u; •••• •• 6ydt.__.....__..~_~~r ",1'

r ~. TAI3LE r.15( b) rrflCCt'lTACE or f'tALEHF ADS OF HOUSEHOLDS AS DECISION MAKERSI
I Ot~ ECOtWmC MID SOCIAL ISSUESI
I

\
Economic Issues , " Social Issues'\

\
\ \

State/Village 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 \ 8 9
\

(1) (2) (3) .(4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10 )

Karnataka
~II, Thamasandra 95 85 80 80 80 85 95 60 70

,I Kera la lusandra 100 100 74 68 79 89 100' 42 63
Ambalpady 85 88 58 58 53 85 95 60 75
~1attu 90 85 65 68 65 78 95 65 75

Uttar Pradesh

Amorah 73 73 73 73 87 13 73 73
C1' I(hira kot 43 98 5 5 83 58 95 43 43
.p

West Bengal

l3ergram 83 83 67 72 75 100 100 97 100
Gopalnagar 68 77 68 71 48 97 100 100 100
l3elma 76 76 76 76 76 76 88 88 92
Pancha kha li 72 76 72 76 76 77 86 79 93

1 signifies decisions regarding
2 II II II

3 II II II

food items to be bought for the household
clothing items to be bought for the household
taking of produce of household enterprise to market
for sale
quantity, price and timing for sale for products to
be sold ,.
the purchase of durable and semi durable assets
Lhe deposition or investment of household s.avings
keering of money earned by household members
marriage of son/daughter in household
tile educa t1 on of son/ daughter j n hOllsehold



TABLE P.16(a) PfRCfNTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF fEMALE HEADS OF HOUSEHOLDS
BY Grt~RAL fDUCATION '"'. '\

ij' '"
...\\Female Heads of Household

\

., Literate Upto middle Upto higher Not
State/Village Illiterate but below school secondary Graduate reported Total

primary
(1) (2) .(3) (4 ) ( 5) ( 6) (7) ( 8)

I<arnataka ,...\

~. ~I Thamasandra 96 4 100
,I Keralalusandra 100 100

Ambalpady 69 10 21 100
Mattu 76 5 16 3 100

Uttar Pradesh
0\
V1

Amorah 95 5 100
Khirakot 92 5 3 100

West Bengal

Bergram 88 9 3 100
Gopalnagar 90 7 3 100
Belma 92 8 100
Panchakhali 92 8 100



~

)

TABLE P.16(LJ) PEIlCfNTACF DISTRIBUTION OF ~~LE HEAQS OF HOUSEHOLDS
HY CftlF8AL EDUCATION ' '\,,

\
~lale Heads of Household '. \

IJUterate U terate Upto middle Upto higher Graduate Not
Sla Le/Vj Jlage but below school secondary reported Total

prj mary
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) ( 6) (7) (8)

\~ 1<<1rna ta ka

Thamasandra 76 6 12 4 2 100
I<eralalusandra 81 7 8 4 100
Ambalpady 31 14 30 11 14 100
t·lattu 34 12 33 12 9 100

0'\ Uttar Pradesh
0'\

Amorah 58 1 22 18 1 100
1<ld rakot 4J 23 11 25 100

West Bengal

Bergram 77 5 'i~ 5 1 100
Gopalnagar 79 9 2 100
Belma 58 30 9 3 100
Pancha khali 57 32 8 3 100

I'
II

Source ]ssT Household Survey



TABLE P .18 PERCENTAGE OF FEMALE AND I~ALE HEADED HOUSEHOLDS WITH ACCESS
TO DRINKING WATER

,
,,\

\. \ ..•

. \
\ \\ \

\

Female Headed Househola!t. I~aIe Headed Households

State/Vi] lage Tar / Tube we11 Other out- Tap/Tubewell Other out-
II I For exclu- For common side sour- For exclu- For common side sour-

sive use use ces sive use use ces

(1) (2) (3) ( 4) ( 5) ( 6) (7)

Karnataka

~. Thamasandra 5 79 16 35 40 25
I<era] a lu sandra 86 14 89 11
Ambalpady 47 48 5 65 25 10

0\ l'lattu 42 55 3 50 45 4
OJ

Uttar Pradesh

Amorah 57 33 10 7 33 60
I(hirakot 13 87 5 95

West Bengal

~. III Bergram 6 46 48 17 22 61 ',,:'

Gopalnagar 7 3 94 3
'"

93
,I

100Belma 100
, Panchakhali 100 100



1..1 T'le j nf')rmation nrovided by the :",ecoclar~lsources like
t'12 census anc'!t1~jeN::SO i "riicatet:-:'atalth.:)',lg't"le O\,Terall
Droportjo~ of Female he2~ed households is ar~und 9.5 per cent1

ted for 'crl8 ;Ycimar'/hC1Jsehold,c:urvey ~ ;;.Test1engal in Bas tern
Inoia, ICarnataka in the South, ~Jttar Praresh in the -'orth and
Raj asthar~ in ~'Tort;l,vJest.

1'ere purposively selected to not only portray the variations
in the inci~ence of female heaeedness, but also to highlight
cprtain issues.2

households, two r ist.ricts in 'Test :3engal, vi z. 3irl'Jhumand
midnapore ani' o~e fic:trict in uttar Pradesh, viz. Gorakhpur
were select2~ on Lhe str?ngt~ of concentration of scheduled
caste an(1 schedule' t:r-ibepooulation - t.hese castes and tribes

2. Male out-migration is a long tr-~ition in the hil~
areas of Uttar Dra~esh. This is also an imnortant foetor in

Udioi taluka of South Kanara (Dakshina Xana(1a) waF sel~Gted.
In ~his area, tribes such as Shunts, -hillana and ~eghaveers
follow 'ft.liyaSanthanam' - a form of matriliny.

,'3'?"::~Pa rt I.
~ee ?art 1.

Chapter II
ChclJ:,ter I

Secondary Data Fin~ings
Intrr;0uction



1.1 T~e i nf')rmation provided by the f'eco clary sources like

t;le census a.nd t1-le 1\1,:;SOi<"'icate that al th01_lg": t"~e overall

Dronortjon of female hea~ed households is ar~und 9.5 per cent1

ted for trJe nrimar:l hcu~:;eholoQurvey ; ~'.rest 'lengal in Eastern

Inoia, Karnataka in the South, ~Jttar Pradesh in the "orth and
Rajasthan in ~orth -We~t.

1.3 The Ciistricts, tal"lkas (su -division) and viI' ages

Here purposively selected to not only portray the variations
in the incir'1ence of female heacecness, but also to highlight

t·· 2CRr aln lssues.

1.. To examine the issue of 00ve -tv emf' female heacec

households, two r"istricts in :Test 3engal, vi z. Sirbhum and

rnidnapore anc O:le c"iQtrict in uttar Praoesh, viz. Gorakhpur
were selecter'1 on ~he strength of c'ncentration of scheduled

caste and schedule'" tribepoDulation - these castes and tribes

2. Male out·-migration is a long tFr"ition in the hill
areas of Uttar ~:'racesh. This is also Cl.nirrroortant f.::<ctor in

3. To see the effect of the matri 1ineal fami l.y syste:'1o

UeiDi taluka of South Kanara (r;akshina ;-:anada) Haf' selE?c;ted.

In Lhis area, tribes such as Shunts, ~hillana and ~eghaveers
follm\r 'ALiya Santhanam' - a form of matriliny.

.'3':'.2 Part I.
,c;ee ?art 1.

Chanter II
Chc,pter I

Secondary Data Fin~ings
Intr0cuction



1.4 In the light of these issues, four vil~ages in the State
of !(arnataka, four in ~:est Sengal and "tWO in uttar Draoesh were
selected for an in-de~th stu~v and two villages in ?aiasthan
for a general study.

selected to study the impact and utilisation of
dev~loDment scheme.
Ambalpad'l anr" Yfattu in South Kanara 0istrict
t<?G for the study of the impact of matri 1ir1')'.

a large co~centration of scheduled castes.
(ii) Khirakot in Almorah ~istrict to study the effect

of male-selective outmigration.

(1) 'Jergram anc) Gopal nagar in Sirbhum district and
(ii) Belma and ?a~chakhali in ?1idnapore district selec

(i) f~ehtoli in Bharatpur district - a multi-caste village
2nd Strampura, a predominantly tribal village
selected to study the probable reasons for low inci-



1. l" com lete:, listing .of hou,seholdsl"'<'"J$ don(;; to obtain

information on cert.clin soc~0-cc;co0omic,cl1aract2:ri.stics of both

fe'"'ale ane male he;'1'~c,: 1101.1,seholr<s Cind of t.he hecc'c'!,of household.

1.6 In those:; vi 11ages, where therc.wer,:, Ie,s"'· than 40 female

headed household,c:, all of them were seleCb?d. To compare the

characteristics of malean~ female headed households, a similar

number of housc'holrls \,!er:; selecb~dat.ranc:3om, from the total

number of male heac'lc~dhousehold'" listed in each vi ll.agc.> .(see

'I'able 1.1).

1.7 The first step was to organise village mdetings, where

the investigators, 'hrough informal ~iscussi~n, explained the

purpose ann m0thoo of th:·:, survey. ThesE:?meetings had excellent

resronse and greatly faci 1.it<3ted the subs,,:'quent "Turko

1.8 Next, a house to house en0uirv wac conduct a, when the

schof'ul'-.'s \:l:;r:: convass,::;d.

1.J In (~0ch viI' age, (;ne male emf' one female investigator

were cJcployed for about 15 to 20.~ays. Female investigators

faci.litated the collection of infromation from the female headed

households. The investigation was usually carried out in the

early mornings an late evenjngs.

1.10
al: the

The survey could not be undertaken simultaneously at

sites. It was undertaken at different periods between



1.11 Three sets of sch0d~les were canvassed, the first,
enti tIed 'listing schedule', was designee for compl(:t.elisting
of all households in the sample villages. The purpose of this
schedule was to collect informationregarcing C2lTlogrcr0hic
and socia-economic characteristics of the households. Some
important information about the heads of housenolds (both
female and male) were also collectec through the listing
scheciules.

1.12 The second an~ third schedules, both entitled
'household scheoules', were designed to collect detailed
information from t.he female ano male heac3ec3households.
Socio-economic particulars for each memher of the sample
households ",TPrecollected in these bvo schedules.

1.13 Of a total of 1952 households that were listed in
the first stage, 425 were female headec3 and 1527 were male
headed. Thus, female headed households were 21.8 per cent of
total households (See Table 1.1). This figure excludes the
state of Rajasthan, where 125 households were listec3 in
Mehtoli and 57 in Etrampura. Of these only 3 households in
Mehtoli and one in Etrampura were female heade0 households.

1.14 For the c3etailed study, a total of 295 female ~~~
headed households and a corresponding number of male headed
householcis were selected. Thus, the total sample comprised
590 householc3s~ which were 30.22 per c?nt of the total
listed households (See Table 1.1).



2.1 Jil..~pi_.so~_":Q(60), 1'1iic'lm"!2d at 50, illiterate, 4 sons
and" dc':lUghL::;rs, ':).c.expo of fdmily };~.75, ST, 2-room mud hut.

But, c,ftcrhis r~':'Clth, her b:r::otherc-in-L~,,\fclDr'! ot~'cr rc~13tiv'2s
belonging to ~erhusb~n~'s £~mily began to harass her to the
point of physical violence. As a result she was compelled to
return to her nativ2 villages. She has to work as casual
labour in 0griculture ano at present her sons also work as
agricultural l~bourers or shar0-croppers.

case Study 2. (Village Gopalnagar)

2.2 Tulshi Bhandari (40), wid9weo at 30, illiterate,3 sons
and 2 (1augll.ters,p.c~ expo R,s. 6Q backwarc1 caste (Be), one-
room muo hut. Tulshi's husband was a barber ano their financial

left the family in oire strains anc out of 5 bighas of their
land, 4 hac to be S010 off. Th~ remaining bigha had to be
sol(1 off to meet the wedding expenses of the eldest daughter.
Tulshi eventually came to be supported by a well-to-do
man of the village. Though she no longer receives regular
fin:c:mcialaid from this man, her social"status has deteriorated.
The family somehow pulls on with the earnings of the two sons
on2 of whom works as casual labour and the other under a
shop-keeper.

Case Study 3 (Village Panchakhali, dist. Midnapore, WB)

2.3 Sohagi Membrom (70), widowed at 40, illiterate, 2 sons
and 2 daughters, p.c. expo ~. 60~ ,one-room mu(1 house. The
family lane has been divided betw~en the two sons who set up
scpar?te households about 15 years ago anci from that tim? she
has had to oa rn her living' as a ca.sual labourer or maid-servant.
Occasionelly she collects and s~J,ls ff'rev.rood.Not bc-;ingable
to ~e;t regular l,vork,she often faces extreme p::-nurye.nd
starvation.



(Villaqc 1?anchakhC31i)v_~---r------- -~_..- ._._--' -'~"

FiH>:Jati.Das -(50) r·idov.-_dat 47, illiterat2, onc: son,____ 0. .- •

~.C.2X0. ~. 80, o~~-ro~m rru~ hut. T~i 'f~8ily's liv21ihoo~ was
cultiv'1tion :.Jut:circ'; t'~,_ vi-Ie' of 1. an - (2.3 acres) is very
lo,;',~,th:::ir addl '::i'.-'n'3.11. ivc::li'Joorlis0005- pYoc',3sing - buyincr rice:;

p.c. expo ~. 90, 4 k2ccha rooms. Th~ f~mily is supported by the
produce of land - the income of the husbano as daily labour.
Th2 latter, however, is consid-:::;rcd"dull and abnormal" ana henc(~

'Snehalata is the hea~ of the household. Her two sons attsnd
educational institution. She occasionally contributes to the
fe,mily bu(1gct by un('!ertCtkingBewing fe-rothers ..

3 sons and 2 daughters, p.e. expo Rs. 60, ST, one-room mud hut.
The husband cultivated 4 acres of land on share-cropping basis.
At present the son is rcgist~red as bargadar (share-cropper)
on that land but since the lane' is of very poor quality, it is
Kusum's earnings as casual agricultural labourer that is the
mainstay of the family.

Case 3tudy 7. (Village 8elma, dist. Midnapore, WB)

2~ 1'--'Pogi Soren (42), sep2rCltee'from husbar.;dat 33,

.illiterate, ST, one-room mUG hut. The husband left Pogi after
marrying a second time. Pogi ano her son cultivate the 3 bighas
of lane that th~y O'<"n;md they also work for wa.-g'?Son other
people I slanc'J. Addi tiona.lly they have set up 2. country liquor
shop which is now their chief source of income::,."They arc now
c.::Jrning\"011 anc living happily".

' ....p.c. expo Ps. 60/-, BC, one-room mud hut. "They used to pull on
VJell by the income from cuI tivation of thei'r own iknd. About



"11 1~"h'Jhl')~V:l aqc ",anc,a <;..0) lV-.-'---r--- ---~ -~_..- ._._--' -'~ ..

P?1roati .Das -(50) r·idov-_dat 47, illiterate, on<:c:son,---_.,-,--,-~ .

~.C.2X0. ~. 80, 00c-ro~m rru~ hut. T~i 'f~8ily's liv21ihoo~ was
cultiv"ltion :.Jut:cir.C"; t'-'r 'Ii-Ie' of lan - (2.3 acr':2s)is very
lo,;·.~,th:::ir addj '::i'.-'n'3J1. ivel i'Joor:-1i ",000(3- pYoc',3sing - buyincr rice:;
<".n0s....:·11L,9it in tr1_ fJ~-r.-~ C" :,:""ibl:' p·.:::trch,?r'JJrc~in (i.L:.rnuri.

p.c. expo ~. 90, 4 k2ccha rooms. Th~ f0mily is supported by the
produce of land - the income of the husband as daily labour.
Th2 latter, however, is considered "dull and abnormal" ana honc(~
Snehalata is the hea~ of the household. Her two sons attsnd
educational institution. She occasionally contributes to the
fe,mily buc'1gctby un('!ertCtkingBewing fe-rothers •.

3 sons and 2 daughters, poco expo Rs. 60, ST, one-room mud hut.
The husband cultivated 4 acres of land on share-cropping basis.
At present the son is regist~red as bargadar (share-cropper)
on that land but since the lane' is of very poor quality, it is
Kusum's earnings as casual agricultural labourer that is the
mainstay of the family.

Case Btuoy 7. (Village Belma, dist. Midnapore, WE)

2~ 1'--'Pogi Sorcn (42), sep2rFltee'from husbar.;dat 33,

.illiterate, ST, one-room mUG hut. The husband left Pogi after
marrying a second time. Pogi and her son cultivate the 3 bighas
of lane that th~y o''''n;:md they also wo.rk for wa.-g'~son other
people I slanc'J. Addi tione.lly they have set up 2. country liquor
shop which is now their chief source of incoffi'::'."They arc now
ci"1rning1,"011 anc living happily".

' ....•
p.c. expo PSo 60/-, BC, one-room mud hut. "They usee to pull on
VJell by the income from cuI tivation of thei'r own i1nd 0 About



10/12 years ago the eldest son of her eldest daughter forced
her to sign 2way most of the land
the lane in his ow~ POSsesslono
of land •.. After taki~g aWRy her land forci~ly they ~o not

.care any morc for hero". The ;..;mallquanti.ty of p:::-oducewhich

in his nome anc1 has kept
Now ,De has only. 2 bighas

2.9 Sukha (40), widow, one son, one daughter, p.c.exp.
Rs. 55,SC,one-room jhopri. Bukha'sbusband died just after her
daughter's marriage was settled. Since then she has had a
series of misfortunes. Her son met with a serious accident but
as Bh~ had to borrow money from relatives~nd from the village
Pradhan (chief), she had to send the son to work as an
agricultural labourer in Punjab. Fortunately he could bring
back enoug0 money to payoff debts and to release .the land
from mortgage. (Now he works as an agricultural labourer in the
village). Until her son grew up, she had a lot of trouble
arranging fqr help with plrughing their small plot of 0.8 acre.
Now marketing for the family is primarily her responsibility and
she considers it a great burden. ShE remarks "~eally,life
is very difficult".

2.10 Gilashi (32), married, illite~ate~ onB son and one
daughter, p.c. expo Rs. 55, 2 room kaccha houseo Some years
ago Gilashi's husband had suffered a long spell of illness.
The family incurred a debt of-R-s. 2,000 at 25% interest and was
compelled to mortgage the land (0.75 acre) to pay for his
treatment and Pfor finding a job for him." Ultimately he took
up a job as a chowkidar in Rajasthan. However, he does not
send any money nor does he keep in touch so that the entire
burden of managing the household rests on 'Gilashi. She works
as agricultural labourer. She.say~ "I find going to the
ba~ar very difficult. I never had to buy·anything before and
I don't know ho\-!to judge the price or quality of goods ow



2.11' Jonha, widowed a few months back, 1 son ano 3 daught.ers••
Jonha's is also a sad stOFY. Her husband had to go to Punjab
as agricultural labour in order to payoff depts incurred for

, ' -
his eldest daughter's marriage. When he fell ill the family had +

to borrov! more money and to mortgage the small' holding. Her
eldest child - the recently married daughter -'is only 10 years
old hence it is Jonha who has to support the family by labouring
in the fields when such emplOYment is available. In Jonha's
words, "Work is available for women only in weeding, paddy
transplanting and harvesting. In winter there is sometimes some
work in ·clearing rice. On days I have work, it is my daughter
who cooks the food. Though, after cleaning and poun0ing rice
for someone else I come home and do that too. While I am away
working, my eldest daughter looks after the younger children.
It is she who collects firewood all the year round. But she is
still very young and can't do all the housework. Usually I do
the cooking and clean the pC1l1Smysel f. When my husband was

~alive he user to go to the bazar. Now it is I who has to go ..•

Sometimes I feel completely helpless ••• There is no one to
help me ..."

2.12 Jageshara married, 6 sons and 2 daughters but only 1
son and 1 daughter living. Jageshara's is rather an unusual
story because not only has she inherited 3 bighas of land from
her father but she lives in her parents house with her husband,
she asserts, "I have been head of D\ilrhousehold ever since my
marriage. Eve:rything from our land cul tivation ,and other famij;y
earnings is given to me. I am in charge of all hQU$ehold
expendi ture. I buy all the clothes and other things we.
need. The family spends what I give them-and-tell them to



2.13 Haramm~ (45), married, illiterate, 2 sons and 1
dqughter, p.c. expo Rs. 190, semi-pucca house of 2 rooms. Her
husb2DC D~~fp~ces lack of intsrest in ~omestic affairs but is
also considered to be unfit for managing the household.
t/lararrmahas aSSiJJ"echeadshiD sir,ce 15 years. The family
cultiv3tes the owne~ land (1.5 acres) anc also others land for

2.14·· Malevadi Chikkamma (55), widowed at 51, il'literate,
'.

5 sons and 1 daughter, SC, p.c. expo Rs. 80, one-room jhopri.
As all the sons work as agricultural labourers (at wage rate
Rs. 7 per day) Chikkamma now attends to domestic chores only.
PrElviously sJ1e ~lsed to work as agricul tural labour. She is"--
aware of development schemes like IRDP, Janqta housing etc.

Case Studf 15. (Village Keralalusandra, dist. Banqalore,
Karnata:a

2.15 Hombalamma (50), widowed at 45, illiterate, 2 sons,
1 daughter, SC, p.c. expo Rs. 161. Gets old-age pension.
Previously used to work as agricultural labourer but now her
daughter and grandsons help her out.
Case Study 164 (Village Keralalusandra)

2.16 Munni Mallamma, widow, illiterate, 2 sons and 2

daughters, lives in a Janata house. An agricultural labourer,
Mallamma assumed charge of her household and even when her
husband was alive as he suffered from ill-health. Her sons
attend" suhool. Aware of development schemes such as IRDP.



3~1 r,ur=-nc; t' e h-;'use.lisLiDg_ '2r(1t'c~!h';r} -t:rk ~:1 221ec

tee S'.lr'.7e',~vi 1.:!,'1?2S f j r:. the c)urses of C3n"\c,=':-singthe
hOllseholc'lscheclnle in 7-he se}.pcted ::-=-mals0:'1(' male hc,a(eC!
sarnr-lehou seh:J:' j:=; 3nf also :':',;)the t.2bu1.ationC'f the E7urvev
c"'t,·,srveral t'~'c"m=-C',?=-teDT,s:ndicC"ti,g ',~;:n-ioussocial
anc economic categories were used for classification of
househo III F""ld 31so the members of the househo;Ld. In this
section, the operational definitions of a few of these
technical terms the exact connotation of which is not easy

. ..:. -.,. -.. "._- \' - .

to grasp are laid down here. Only a fev-r~mportant terms
are chosen here as the ,others are self-explanatory. The
definitions are as under~

ISST survey is co:-,s":';-l-n-l-enof usual or normal members who
live tog:::therunder the same roof of a ov,rellinguni t v.rhich
incluo.es besides pucca, semi-pucca ano katcha structure,

-sh;::mties 010, zho"'ries.also and cook fo)d in the s-ameJ,

kitchen. The'temporary visitors or guests in the house-
hold are not to be consir"ered a member, of the household
whereas a temporary absentees from the household are to
be considered a member. Servants, cooks, paying guests
having enj oyed board.it:1gand looging facil ities in tl1.~
hO'Jsehold are also" to be consic"lerec1a member of the
household whereas the marrieo daughters visiting parent's
house ~c temporarily are not to be considered a'member
of the 9arent's Household. Separated, divorced or widowed
daughters or sisters living in the parent's or the brother's
household are to be cons£der~d a member of the householc.
The overriding consideration for oetermining the membership
of a householc is staying ~nder th0 same roof and not
cooking food in the same kitchen. It shoulo be borne in



mind t(;a~-:; c: b.2~l2...§::-cl~~I_C as d2fiCl':::d c.c·ove, ;:say resides in one

house wnich may r,:.;'X. t::ain one cr rilOt"\O: tl1i.::lnone housEhold.

memb<:.L'sof th,,:: llCl.-sel:cl,j ;Y3 h(::·c,c has CE:;Cll considered head

of th,- hOllsenc] d t i::J ma':::+::2 r i:": he or she is thE main br00d

3.4 Household @eans __Q.LlivellhQQQ ~ lVleans of

livelihood has been defined as the profession, occupatiam

or vocation by pursuing which the members of the household

sustain themselves ~ 'There may be one or more than one

econo~nic pe rsui ts which sustain the household. But for

the purpose of recording information on the means of

livelihood of the household in the survey schedule, only

the main or principal mE:ans of livelihood which

predominatE:d oVE;r the 1 ast 365 dayspreceding thE: date of

survey was considered. 'The means of livelihood were

classified under the foll~~ng six means of livelihood

categories.

a) self-employed agriculture

b) self-em)loyed in non-agricul ture

c) \'J a ",(:/s alvried employee in agricul ture

d) ".'>7age/s c.l. aried ernployee in non-agricul ture

e) oth2r rural labour

been u3ed in th,:. survey to identify whether the survey

household belongs to

aJ scheduled caste

b) scheduled tribe
c) bacB'>7ard caste

d) o~he rs



In the STdtute Book of Governm~nt of India, tor

th~ purlosL of offEring certain out of turn social or

political or 0conomic benefit to the l~ss privilaged and/

orb2c"i0"Jard an(l triLal community or C:3.st<..:sa list of such

cCJlTIlTlUnitissis ap1=x:,'ndccJ. Since the names of ouch communi-

ties ar2 scheduled in the Statute Book, they are trL ated

as schedulea caste, scheduled tribE.. etc. The category

e nti tIed I others I is the resiCiu al category.,~hich cove rs

the remaining hou~;;ehclds not aLeE'.'ady iddntifh;d by thL:

3.6 HousE-hold lang possc..SSL'q ~ The amount of land

found to b", in possession of thL household as on the date

of th", survey, (a~dmeasured in tt2rms of aCF:S in two d<:::ci-

rrnl pI ace s) consti tu t<-s th<.:..total 1 and possessed by the

hous~hold. The total land owneo by the household plus

the total l~ascd in minus the total land leased out by

the hous(;hold will make thtc total 1and unde r the possess-

i on of the: household on tht:. dab:. of survey. •.

3.7 Dominant activity· ;; Dominant acti vi ty of the

he ad as al so the othe r members of the..' household has been

defined as the gainful (economic) or othE.l non-gainful

activity (non-economic) of thL person which dominated

over all the activities pursued by the person over the

36S days preceding th.; date of survey. A p:;rson may

remain 8condxnically active for sometimt:. and economically

inactive. for thL remaining period of reference (i.tO.:. 365

days preceding the dat~ of survey). In deciding his/her

dominant activity, the gainful activity (or inactivity)

which dominated over the major period of time of the ref-

E:rence period was considered. Hhile being gainfully

active onE:.may either be emplOyed or may b.:::without elTl-

ployment but only seeking or available for work (without

""ctually seeking the dame). Also one may neither by

eCliployed nor seeking/available for work butremain engaged

for the major pE:riod of thE.. reference period in pursuing



household ch:::>r<=-s,nan:c:'ly, cooking, fetching drinking
w~b.."rfr ~ the. fJ.oL1se!lold,car ing household children

etc. In Qc_ciding the dominant activity of a person (head,
c~ household or other membErs), the in1estigators were
ask<::dto asc~.L tain in ',,,hich one, out. of the thrC:'c broad

c~ctivi ty cat<c:;qorics given below, the person spent the
major p:::;riod of the reference time. ThE:.:three broad acti-
vity c~tE::gori28 w~re.

a) activi ty of
b) activ~ty of

work

being employed c

seeking or being available for

c) activi ty c£ being engagc.c! in household chores

or othEr non-economic activity.

In recording th~ dominant.activity and also other

non-economic acti vi ty of the persons in the survey schedule,

the. following detailed activity categories,. which are only

the furthc-r' sub-divided categories buil t up' from the above
three lr oad categories, were taken into account;

a) self_employed in agriculture
b) self-employed in non- agr.i..culture

c) regul ar hired 1abour in agricul ture
d) regul ar hired 11abour in non- agricul ture

enterprise
e ) cas ual 1abour

f) cooking, childcare, fetching cf drinking

water, free collection of fireWOOd, totoring

of own children

attending educational institution

too young to work
too old or disabled

l~ntioners/remittance receiver
others.

The catt::gory I othe rs I listed under kis the resi-

dual category which includes any other activities not



covc:...r.cQuno.l-r ib:.',iS i t':J j and also the category 'unemploYLd'

bincc th nUlT,b--::r'':Jf such c-"-L.ons, vJhose dominant activity

vJould be 'Sd:.:d. 9 or available for work' over the last 365

dayscrEcc:ding th;:.. <'dab=-or survey I 1tJas likely to bE:. insigni-

fic~nt in thE.: rural ar<:::as, a SE:.parat~ c3tcgory for 'unemployed'

3.d llain~.2£f2er ~ ThE.:term main~.9.fne~ has been usE::d

in th~ housL-listing schedule, only to identify thsearning

status of the hie_ad/or other members of the:: household who

provides _ th(:: maj or earning for the.: household. In a

household there might be ~in earner and other earner.

~~hile the:: forrnE::r provided the.: major earning for thE:: house-

hold, th'-.. other earner W2S the person who only provided

su~~orting carning for the hous~hold.

3.9 Percapita monthly consumer eXT~nditure ~ Percapita

monthly consumer Lxpenditure is derived by diyiding the

total monthly consuml:.:r cx~nditurc of th~ household by the

siZE:: of the household both rE:.cordc.:d in the survey scht::dule.

t.xpe::ndi tur8 normal incurrt.:dmonthly.by th..::'mE:.mbc:rs of the

household for 9urchasl.ng and/or consl1ming goods and services

required only for household consumption (and not used for

household E-.:nt~;rpriscs) is b...:rmLd hOllschold monthly consumer

expendi ture • The survey invL ,stiga±:ors WE::. re asked to collect

this information, through pati~nt probing enquiry, from the

household and they 1.<'Jerc: also asked to arrive at the reason-

able estimate of the household monthly consumer expenditure

by trying to asce rtain' the ave rage position cfI the monthly

ccmsumer Lxpenditurc over the la.:.t 365 days from the date

of survt:;y. This derived figure of the perca;;:>ita monthly

consumer expenditure broadly indicates the level of expendi-~
turc: of the household.

3 .10 Pove rj2LJevel ~ The )ove rty level is the: level of

household expenditure which t..' nable s'a household to consume

2400 calories ;?Cr ,x:-rson per month; 'In the Sixth Plan



d'JCUffit:.:ot,this l<cvl::l of cx)cnditure: for thl:' rural ar~as

"Jas est~m2tcd ot Ks.76.0J P'--- ~)(:;rson lJer t!lonth at the 1979-

80 pricE:: h.:v~l. Based on b.is ,,-stirn,::te:, thL 90v,-rty

level, for the ·_"J.r.:')sC:.of th<...:1..)3'1' survc..y was ,--stimated

at :<c-. IJJ.JJ ~,Lr ~J,--rsr)n .,::... r month by inflating the: sixth

Pl an f igurs by '-he: ",;holc S (11. cons umcr rr ice indl.:x prevail-

i ng during ~'l~Y _.Nov::'-lliL-=-r 1983, as th2 ISST survey 'IJ 2S con-

duct,-d during -t:lisjLriod in th~ cUffc:rcnt )arts of the

country. Thus, £'Jr thcpurposc.: of the s;J.rvey, the house-

110ld hoving },_r capita m'JI1,thIy consumc:r c::MpLnditurE:: of

Rs. 100. JO or bl.:1ow ';N0S considc' red as h'JuseholCis 'w i thin

povErty level I and th'")st. having p:.r capita monthly consumer

expendi turc above Rs. 100.00 \<oJ as conside red as households

'abOVE:.:poverty level'. 'llhese two terms have been used both

f or selecting the male and female he oded households for the;

survey as well as for the tabul ation of survey data.

the Hindu castt:.: hierarchy ,,;:1ich wer<:.;considered the 0p~Jre-

ssed castes and VJE::replaced at the lowest range of this

hierarchy as well as the tribal groups in India were

'0cheduled' aEter India attained independence. These

groups wert:. provided s9C--cial facilities and reserVations

to h..:o.lp. them ove rcome ·the cuI tural handicaps accorded by

thE: social system. Inspit2 of the::;L measures, th.=se groups

continue to be the poorest of the pJor in India.

2. .J..ya Santhanam ~ This is a particular_ tyP'2 of

"Law of hc:ritanceil
- under which "pro,Jerty Vests in the

fe:males of a family anddescends from mother to daughter./I

(Sturrock. J.IeS (compiled by) in riadras district Manuals

South Sanara, Vo.I, 1984 pp. 55, 140). '1'his custom, which

lTobably came into being in thc13th Century, requires that

wanen remain in their mother's homc:s after marriage.



3. Thcdev~lopmcnt sch€mLs which is referred to in

the '}.'>-"xtof thLre )ort is economic dLvE::lo~::mt:.ntsche:lfics only

lik~ the Integrated Rural Development ~rQgramne (IRDP) the

i~ ati ooal l~ural Lm)l oym~nt Pro<;jrammc (N.RSP) or the.: 'Training

of .t<.ural Youth in 0.::.1f ~m910ym(:nt (T.t<.YS1:.l"l) In th~ Kanaka-

pura Clr2a it. also i oclude s thE. speci al sEricul tun.. ~)rogra--

1m1.=: s as well a3 -i.:hc Janata Housing Scheme y.Jhich is also a

local scheme.
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